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 A somber August 2023 commem-
oration acknowledged the opening of 
a fairly unique facility: a clinic devot-
ed to preventing suicide and resolv-
ing mental health crises, on the cam-
pus of a public high school. 

That was the ribbon-cutting for 
the Hope Institute, set up in some 
spare house-like buildings on Chan-
dler Unifi ed District land adjacent 
to the Perry High School campus in 
Gilbert. While the institute and its 
staff , by all accounts, did well in their 
missions, seeing 500-plus students 
and probably saving lives over the 
past two and a half years, that came 
to an abrupt halt when it closed April 
30.

The CUSD Governing Board 
unanimously approved a fi ve-year 
lease for a new behavioral health ser-
vices provider at its May 6 meeting. 
That lease is with  the Cranes for 
Change Corp.

Kurt Rohrs and other CUSD 
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oonn ccaaamera ccontraact to July

By Jasono  W. Brooks
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ccoonnntract extension and consolidation 
dedeecision on Flock security cameras was 
puuushed back to July 16 by the Chan-

dler CCiity yyyy CoCoununcicil l dud ringg a recent meeting.
Counnncil voted 5-1 to postpone the eee dde ici-

sion at thtt e end of its 4-hhhour May 21 rrregular 
mmeeting.gg
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CChandlller, spoke out aggaiaiaiaiaiinsnsnsnsnsnn t t t tt thhhthththhhe eeeeee FlFFlFlocoocccock kkkk com-m-m-m-m-m
papapapaanynynynyy andnn  its program, whwhwhwhwhhhiciicicicicicicchhhhhh hahahaassssss 404004040444 cccccccamamamamammammerererererererasaasaasasasas 
ppoposisisiititiitionnned aaaaaarororororooounununununuund the cicicicicicic ttytytytyttyy....

ChChChananana dldllererererrer PPPPPPPolololoo iicicici eee wawawwawaantntntntntntnt tttttoooo cococoooonsnsnsnsnsnsoloololoo idddidddididatatatata e e eee aaa a aaa
papairir ooff exexisisisisisissstttittt ngngngnggng cccconononononoono trtracacacccacaca tstststststss aaanndnndn eeextx ennd ddddd thththhhththememememmemem,,,
with a ppppririririrr cece ttagaga ooooooof f f f f f ff $1$1$1$1$1$1535353353535 ,0,0,0,0,00,00,00000000000000 , ththououuughh aaaaaaaaannnnnn exexex----
act ttttt tititttitit mmememmmmm ttttererererermm m m ofof ttttttttttheheheheheheheh eeeextxtxtenennnsisisiononon wwwwaaasn’n’t tt mememememememmm n-n-n-n-nn--
tionnnnnnedededdeded.

• See Flock on page 6

• See Cranes For Change on page 9
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Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

480-883-8000
10325 E. Riggs Rd. Sun Lakes, AZ

(Basha’s Shopping Center)

DENTURE LAB ON SITE
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Dr. Sroujieh DDS.DABOI.FAAID. • SunLakesFamilyDental.com

All On 4 Fixed Teeth
$295
With All On Four Implant System
Call For A Free Consultation

FULL DENTURES
Starts at $799 Each

Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.
Some restrictions may apply

Implant-Supported Dentures
Includes 2 implants, attachments & dentures

$5,999 Each
Cash price • Reg. $10,000

With this  coupon. Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid with other offers or insurance plans.

New Patient Special
Exam, X-Rays & 
Regular Cleaning

New Patients Only.Not for periodontal cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Exp. 07/15/2026

$99

A Month
AOC

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Even without another signature 
capital project on the horizon, the 
Chandler Police Department is ask-
ing for more money in fi scal 2027, 
which starts in a few weeks.

The bulk of the construction cost 
of the city’s all-new forensic crime 
lab hits in the fi scal year ahead, with 
$60 million budgeted toward that 
project in fi scal 2027.

The budget year runs from July 1, 
2026, through June 30, 2027.

The department’s main operating 
budget fell slightly last year but is set 
to rise from $99 million to about $103 
million this year, reports state.

Department command staff  and 
council announced and celebrated 
the full staffi  ng of offi  cers at CPD at 
a January Council meeting.

The department has about 540 
total sworn offi  cers and civilian staff  
combined, reports state.

Capital expenses next year also 

$1.5 million in the budget to study 
renovations to the main downtown 
police station.

Chandler Police: $60M 
budgeted for forensic lab

• See Police  on page 11

Assistant Chandler Police 
Chief Jason Sieczkowski 
speaks during his depart-
ment’s presentation at 
the City Council’s May 1 
all-day budget briefi ng.   
Chandler Police’s capital 
budget for fi scal 2027 is 
skewed somewhat by $60 
million for construction 
of its new forensic crime 
lab. (Independent News-
media/ Jason W. Brooks)

Chandler Police 
Budget Changes
POLICE OPERATING AND 

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Fiscal 2026 (began July 1, 2025):
• Operating budget: $99 million
• Capital highlights: $8.3 million 
toward forensic lab construction
Fiscal 2027 (begins July 1, 2026):
• Operating budget: $103 million
• Capital highlights: $60 million 
toward forensic lab construction; 
$1.5 million in planning main station 
renovations; $487K drone program
Source: City of Chandler
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Founder of 72SOLD will 
provide voluntary, no-cost 
strategy training to more than 
300,000 agents across the 
company’s portfolio of brands

 
New York, NY – April 23, 2026 

– Compass International Holdings, a 
global real estate services company, 
announced that Greg Hague, found-
er of 72SOLD and one of the most 
credentialed and experienced home 
sale strategists, has been appoint-
ed Director of Home Sale Strategy.  
Hague brings more than 50 years of 
experience to the role, with a career 
spanning brokerage, law, and real es-
tate innovation. His work is ground-
ed in the idea that the market is not 
a fi xed constraint but a dynamic en-
vironment in which skilled real estate 
professionals can infl uence outcomes 
through strategy, positioning, and ex-
ecution.

 “My passion has always been 
helping real estate professionals un-
lock what’s possible for the clients 
they serve,” said Hague. “It’s about 
mastering how to position, market, 
show, and negotiate homes in ways 
that drive better results. When agents 
have access to the right strategies and 
the freedom to use them, the impact 
for sellers can be signifi cant. I’m ex-
cited to share that with agents across 
this incredible network.”

 Hague’s approach is designed to 
complement the company’s listing 
marketing strategies, giving agents 
additional tools around home po-
sitioning, buyer demand creation, 
showing strategy, and negotiation. 
Agents can adopt and adapt these 
strategies as they see fi t, with the goal 
of delivering stronger outcomes for 
sellers. 

“Greg and I share a belief that the 
future of this industry is one where 
agents are empowered to lead, and 
sellers have more choice in how their 
homes are marketed and sold,” said 
Robert Reff kin, Chairman and CEO 
of Compass International Holdings. 
“The best outcomes happen when 
the professional closest to the client 
has the fl exibility and tools to act in 
their client’s best interest. Greg has 
spent his career building strategies 
that do exactly that, and we’re excit-
ed to make that expertise available to 
every agent across our network.” 

Hague’s training will be available 
to all agents across Compass Inter-
national Holdings’ brands at no cost, 
with participation entirely optional. 
Agents maintain full discretion over 
how and whether to incorporate these 
strategies into their business.

About 72SOLD 
 Founded in Scottsdale, Arizona, 

72SOLD is a home-selling strate-
gy consulting and training company 
operating across major U.S. markets. 
Inc. 5000 ranked it #211 among 
America's top 250 fastest-growing 
private companies and the number 
one fastest-growing real estate com-
pany in the Southwest. The com-
pany has been recognized as one of 
the Most Admired Companies in 
Arizona. Seven independent stud-
ies over fi ve years have documented 
higher seller net proceeds from agents 
trained on 72SOLD's methods. Learn 
more at 72SOLD.com.

About Greg Hague
 Greg Hague is one of the most cre-

dentialed and experienced home sale 
strategists in the country. A licensed 
real estate attorney who earned the 
top score on the Arizona bar exam, 

he is a 50-year real estate professional 
who made a deliberate choice ear-
ly in his career: that the real estate 
business needed better thinking more 
than it needed another lawyer.

 He began selling homes in the 
1970s at his father's Cincinnati real 
estate fi rm and never looked back. 
Over the decades that followed, he 
has personally listed and sold thou-
sands of homes, and has trained 
agents across the country who have 
collectively eff ected the sale of tens 
of thousands more. Realtor Maga-
zine ranked him among the Top 20 
home-selling agents in the United 
States.

 Hague founded 72SOLD, a home 
sale strategy consulting and train-
ing company that Inc. 5000 ranked 
#211 among America's top 250 fast-
est-growing privately held fi rms and 
the number one fastest-growing real 
estate company in the Southwest. 
72SOLD has been recognized as one 
of the Most Admired Companies in 
Arizona.

 Seven independent studies over 
fi ve years have documented higher 
net proceeds for sellers represented 
by agents trained on Hague's meth-
ods. The most recent, a 2025 study of 

11,618 Phoenix Metro MLS transac-
tions, showed a 5.8% higher median
sale price compared to other homes
sold in the same market.

Hague has built a fully integrated
infrastructure supporting agent train-
ing and seller results, including a pro-
prietary CRM, an in-house advertis-
ing agency, a buyer lead generation
platform, an appointment-setting
center, and an AI partnership with
PolyAI.

About Compass International 
Holdings

 Compass, Inc. (“Compass Inter-
national Holdings”, “CIH” or the
“Company”) (NYSE: COMP) is a
global real estate services company
with a presence in every major U.S.
city and approximately 120 coun-
tries and territories. Compass Inter-
national Holdings serves millions of
buyers and sellers through a portfolio
of some of the most recognized and
iconic brands: @properties, Better
Homes and Gardens® Real Estate,
CENTURY 21®, Christie's Inter-
national Real Estate, Coldwell Bank-
er®, Compass, Corcoran®, ERA®,
and Sotheby's International Realty®.
Every day, we empower a global net-
work of 300,000 real estate profes-
sionals and affi  liate broker-owners to
grow their businesses and deliver ex-
ceptional service to consumers

 The Company empowers real es-
tate professionals to streamline oper-
ations and seamlessly guide clients
through every phase of residential
and commercial transactions, lever-
aging powerful tools, including its
modern technology platform. Com-
pass International Holdings brings to-
gether integrated services, including
brokerage, franchise, mortgage, title,
insurance, escrow, and relocation.

Compass International Holdings Names 
Greg Hague Director of Home Sale Strategy

Greg Hague
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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Jason Bondelli of Chandler said he 
avoids certain parts of the city on purpose, 
such as near the Chandler Fashion Cen-
ter, so as not to feed the cameras images 
of himself and his vehicle more than abso-
lutely necessary.

“This system is one step removed 
from having a government-installed GPS 
tracker on your vehicle,” Bondelli said. 
“No one is asking for this. This will only 
drive a wedge between the people in pow-
er and the rest of us.”

One of the largest crowds at a council 
meeting was there partly because a citi-
zens’ rights group and others drew atten-
tion to it and also due to questions raised 
by Councilmember O.D. Harris during a 
May 18 study session. He was the lone 
“no” vote May 21 on postponing the vote 
on the extension, saying he was hoping 
to make a decision to at least suspend the 
program.

Audience members loudly applauded, 
interrupted council members and Chan-
dler Police Chief Bryan Chapman, who 
took questions from council. He and Katie 
Dauphinais, Flock Safety’s Arizona pub-
lic aff airs manager, and Michelle Denton, 
the Chandler Police Department’s com-
munications technology manager, also 
presented on concerns council voiced 
when all three had presented during the 
May 18 study session.

The city would use Flock’s city of 
Tempe contract, which technically ex-
pires at the end of September 2027. Tem-
pe offi  cials have also moved to at least par-
tially disengage with Flock.

Public safety agencies across the na-
tion are increasingly turning to high-tech 
security solutions, particularly automated 
license plate reader technology, to help 
with solving and preventing crime, a staff  
report states.

Chapman sought to clarify several 
things, including the two detectives who 
are part of U.S. Marshals task force. He 

said if ICE or any federal agency wants 
data from Flock cameras — data that’s 
owned by the city of Chandler — they 
need to have a warrant signed by a judge 
and have specifi c cases, vehicles or people 
they’re investigating.

“We have an arrangement in which 
the marshals are looking for specifi c vio-
lent felons,” Chapman said. “And anyone 
misusing our proprietary and confi dential 
information will be terminated.”

That wasn’t reassurance enough for 
Harris or for Councilmember Matt Or-
lando, who was concerned about data 
sharing. Dauphinais acknowledged even 
though there’s an automatic “hard delete” 
of data a er 30 days, the fact it’s stored 
on Amazon Web Services servers off -site 
drew skeptical jeers from the crowd.

“I trust our police offi  cers and audit 
processes to do the right things,” Orlando 
said, but also, looking at Dauphinais, said, 
“I don’t know if you can really audit your 
own data, though.”

Chandler City Manager John Pombier 
said the Tempe contract calls for quarterly 
reviews of camera data usage.

Before the May 18 study session, a
group calling itself the Party for Socialism 
& Liberation held a news conference in 
the City Hall courtyard where group or-
ganizers blasted the reputation of Flock 
and its use of data. Members urged coun-
cil to vote against the extension and some 
spoke at the May 21 meeting.

In March 2024, the Chandler Police 
Department installed 14 fi xed-camera
devices to pilot the technology. In May 
2025, council approved the purchase of 
26 additional devices and ongoing stan-
dard support for a total of 40 devices.

These cameras use advanced computer
technology to capture and compare digi-
tal images of license plates, a staff  report 
states.

Chapman and Denton each mentioned 
statistics about how the cameras have
been used to directly enhance public safe-
ty.

Denton said the Flock system was cho-
sen using an extensive, competitive bid 
system by Chandler Police.

At one point in the three-plus-hour dis-
cussion, Harris called for the immediate 
deactivation of all 40 Flock cameras “until
some guardrails can be put in place.”

Harris then moved to table the vote 
on the contract to hold an executive ses-
sion with Chapman in the near future. 
Not only was his motion not seconded, it 
sparked a shouting match involving Har-
ris and Councilmember Christine Ellis 
that was only resolved a er Mayor Kevin 
Hartke called for what ended up being a 
10-minute recess.

Hartke struggled the most with out-
bursts and profanity as much as probably 
any meeting in his nearly eight years as 
mayor.

Early in the presentation, he informed 
attendees with anti-Flock handheld signs
they most lower them for the meeting to
continue. That was met with obscene ges-
tures, laughter and verbal objections, with 
Hartke eventually choosing to ignore the 
signs.

Flock
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Hamilton High School language arts teacher Michael 
Oei speaks at a Party for Socialism and Liberation-Ar-
izona news conference just before a Chandler City 
Council study session in May. After a lengthy meeting, 
Council decided to wait and vote on a $153,000 exten-
sion of a Flock traffi  c camera system contract at its July 
16 regular meeting. (Independent Newsmedia fi le/Ja-
son W. Brooks)

• See Flock on page 9
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• PRIVACY WALLS 

• NEW CUSTOM GATES
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AFTERAFTER

Text/Call 480.331.3704480.331.3704 • RenovateYourGate.com
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Compiled by Jason Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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MAP NOT TO SCALE N

NOW OPEN
  1   Wok With Ming has relocated from 
Gilbert to the 99 Ranch shopping center 
at Chandler Boulevard Dobson road in 
west-central Chandler. The full-service 
hot Chinese eatery has 21 diff erent 
chicken entrees alone, along with 15 
shrimp dishes. These are part of a total 
of 33 lunch specials served from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The eatery is on the west end 
of the 99 Ranch main building, on the 
Dobson side. The hours are Thursdays 
through Tuesdays, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
closed Wednesdays. Learn more at wok-
withmingchandler.com. 

  2   Ted’s Hot Dogs held a grand-open-
ing weekend event in late May for its 
second Arizona location, in the Chan-
dler Airpark area, located at 2700 E. 
Germann Road. The New York-based 
chain serves hot dogs, burgers and sides 
and deserts. Even though the Tempe 
location is longstanding, the company 
has reportedly been trying to expand 
into Chandler for years. Learn more at 
tedshotdogs.com.

  3   Tikka Drive opened in April in 

a shopping center on the northwest 
corner of Arizona Avenue and Warner 
Road that it shares with ATL Wings 
and a smoke shop, in north Chandler, 
in a former Yoliberto’s location. Billing 
itself as the fi rst hot, handmade Indian 
food drive-thru in Arizona, Tikka Drive 
off ers Punjabi recipes from fi ve clay 
tandoor ovens and doesn’t use freezers or 
microwave ovens. All its meat is certifi ed 
halal, the restaurant states Tikka consists 
of boneless pieces of meat or vegetarian 
alternatives, such as paneer, that are 
marinated in spices and yogurt and then 
strung through a skewer to be cooked. 
The hours are seven days, 10:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. Learn more at tikkadrive.
com.

  4   Tandoori Pizza, a California-based 
chain that specializes in Indian fusion 
pies, topped frequently with chicken or 
vegetables and o en involving curries 
and paneer, opened a south Chandler 
location May 15. The marinades are 
made in-house and ingredients are billed 
as premium. A few American traditional 
specialties accompany the Desi-style 
pizza and sides for what is the chain’s fi rst 
Arizona location. It’s in Chandler Cross-
ings on the northeast corner of Arizona 
Avenue and Chandler Heights Road in 
south Chandler. It’s open for lunch and 
dinner, seven days per week. Go to the 

Instagram page @tandooripizzaca or 
tandooripizza.com to learn more.

  5   Original Pancake House has 
opened in the former home of Egg N’ Joe 
in Fulton Ranch Towne Center, on the 
southwest corner of Arizona Avenue and 
Ocotillo Road, next to CAVA Medi-
terranean. The second Valley location 
— the Scottsdale restaurant opened 
almost 40 years ago — for the Portland, 
Ore.-founded chain hangs its hat on fresh 
ingredients, like real butter, pure whip-
ping cream and grade AA eggs. There 
are ethnic pancake recipes in addition to 
crepes, waffl  es, corned beef hash, eggs 
made many ways, bacon and sausage and 
sandwiches that combine these items. 
The Chandler location, found online 
at ophchandler.com, is open 6:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. most days, but is closed on 
Tuesdays this June.

  6   Venture X held a May 14 rib-
bon-cutting event at its 3075 W. Ray 
Road, Suite 200 facility in west Chan-
dler. The dedicated-space and co-work-
ing space includes fl exible coworking and 
private offi  ces, meeting rooms, furniture 
rentals and virtual offi  ce services, some 
that rent by the day. Learn more at ven-
turex.com.

1

BUSINESS MOVES

WOK WITH MING TED’S HOT DOGS

TIKKA DRIVE

TANDOORI PIZZA

ORIGINAL PANCAKE HOUSE

2

3

4

5

6

VENTURE X
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David McCasland
12 reviews A week agoD

Our Honda CRV was in need of repairs and maintenance as we have just crossed 125K. I took 
the vehicle in at 8am, received a printed summary of items that should be considered for repair and 
maintenance. I was pleasantly surprised that they were able to fi nish the maintenance and repairs on the 

same day. The facility was clean and the staff was very friendly during the whole process.

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS STAY COOL
THIS SUMMER

Add
A/C RECHARGE
for $89.95
with service - refrigerant 

additional if required.
Expires 6/30/26.

BOOK NOW & SAVEBOOK NOW & SAVE
LIMITED TIME OFFERLIMITED TIME OFFER

��������	
�	�
�����

���������	�����	��
� ������	���������	������������
��	��	
� ���	�	������	����

�
�������������	��	

����������
	���
�� ����������	���

�
�

� !���	���"�
�
��������
	���
(Most vehicles. Euro/diesel extra)

Must present coupon
at check-in

$59.95
A/C Performance Check +
Full Synthetic Oil Change

INCLUDES:

board members asked Natasha Davis, 
the district’s counseling director, and 
Cranes for Change director Kelsey 
Phillips questions about how some 
60 students will transition from Hope 
Institute services to the current pro-
vider. 

“The Hope Institute did take in 
clients from all over the state, with full 
priority for CUSD students,” Davis 
explained. “And that will be the same 
with Cranes for Change. We’ve done 
all we can to provide a very warm 
handoff  to them and are confi dent 
that between Cranes and other ser-
vices like Mind 24-7, we’ll have crisis 
care in May, which is a very stressful 
time of year for many students.”

Board Vice President Barb 
Mozdzen grilled Phillips on whether 
Cranes clinicians are trained not only 
to assess a student’s risk for harm on-
site, but also work with students who 
have been recently hospitalized as the 
result of a crisis.

“We’ve had students who were 
discharged from acute care and still 
went on to die by suicide,” Mozdzen 
lamented.

Phillips explained all her clinicians 
are trained in assessing risk for harm 
to oneself or others in all interactions. 

And when it comes to post-acute 
follow-up care, she said, Cranes has 
staff  who specialize in therapy with a 
broad range of specialties.

“When a parent or someone tells 
us a young person is coming out of 
acute care to us, that gives us the 
chance to set them up with the best 
fi t with, say, someone who special-
izes in obsessive compulsive disorder 
treatment,” Phillips explained.

Cranes for Change states, on its 
website, cranesforchange.org, that 
the new site in the building at Perry 
High will be called The Next Steps 
Center. 

Unlike the arrangement with The 
Hope Institute, in which no stu-
dents were billed and the school dis-
trict heavily subsidized the services, 
Cranes for Change is paying CUSD 
to lease space. It states on its site that 
it “accepts all major insurances in-
cluding AHCCCS plans.”

The building is isolated against 
Queen Creek Road, near Perry High 
School’s swimming pool, away from 
most of the campus. It was remodeled 
in 2023 for The Hope Institute to use, 

primarily for crisis mental health ser-
vices.

In an April 29 letter posted to the 
CUSD’s website, Derek Lee, founder 
and CEO of the Institute, announced 
The Hope Institute’s CUSD clinic 
would be closing the following day, 
citing “a number of factors, primarily 
related to fi nancial feasibility.”

Cranes for Change states it’s a 
non-profi t organization that provides 
behavioral health services, including 
comprehensive clinical assessments, 
risk evaluations, as well as therapeu-
tic individual and group counseling 
sessions.

The lease runs from May 7 of 
this year through June 30, 2031, for 
$1,500 per month, with Cranes for 
Change having the option of a two-
year extension. 

Superintendent Frank Narduc-
ci pointed out Phillips is a Chandler 
High School alumna.

The board is set to meet on 
Wednesday, June 10.

Watch the discussion and vote on 
the lease by clicking here: youtu.be/
ws4OIsmaSqQ?t=16406

Cranes For Change
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Chandler Unifi ed District Director of Counsel-
ing Natasha Davis speaks at a CUSD Governing 
Board meeting earlier this year. The board unan-
imously approved a lease May 6 with a new local 
agency that will take over both the facilities and 
the mental health crisis services provided by the 
recently closed Hope Institute. (Independent 
Newsmedia fi le/Jason W. Brooks)

The live and recorded feed of the 
meeting used far fewer shots of the 
speaker podium than usual, instead 
showing a wide angle that didn’t give 

signholders as much camera time.
Chapman, having heard several 

speakers accuse his department of 
aiming cameras at Hispanic neigh-
borhoods and setting up a camera 
pointed directly onto the Galves-
ton Elementary School campus, ac-
knowledged that was a Flock camera 

directed to be focused on the campus 
by now-former City Manager Josh 
Wright in 2023.

Chapman said that camera was be-
ing removed from the Galveston area 
as the meeting was occurring.

Council then calmly voted for the 
delay. It wasn’t immediately clear if 

any Flock cameras in the city will be 
removed or deactivated before the 
July 16 meeting.

Read this full story online at ti-
nyurl.com/y s9her

Flock
• From page 6
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Reining in Big Pharma is a 
winner for midterms

Aff ordability is on the ballot this 
year.

The cost of housing, gasoline 
and groceries is up, leaving Arizo-
na families struggling to keep pace. 
Now, three out of four Americans 
also cite rising healthcare costs as one 
of the nation’s biggest problems, one 
driven in large part by high prescrip-
tion-drug prices.

Prescription drugs are already 
three times more expensive for Amer-
icans than the rest of the developed 
world, and up more than 40% over 
the past decade alone. Given this, is it 
any surprise that 94% of U.S. voters 
blame Big Pharma for these skyrock-
eting drug costs? 

In fact, a new survey by the Phar-
maceutical Reform Alliance found 
that voters support both policies and 
candidates that take on high drug 
prices.  

Among Arizonans, the poll 
found nearly 9 in 10 voters support 
drug-pricing reform, and more than 
75% believe President Trump’s 
“Most Favored Nation” executive or-
der should be codifi ed into law. That 
policy would ensure that drugmakers 
bring U.S. prescription-drug prices 
in line with the lowest prices paid in 
comparable countries. 

Of note for political candidates, 
77% of voters said they would be 
more likely to support a candidate 
who fi ghts drug manufacturers as 
a campaign issue. It’s no wonder 
there’s such striking voter consensus 
on this. During the fi rst quarter of 
2026 alone, a handful of drugmak-
ers made tens of billions of dollars in 
revenue. 

The bottom line: Big Pharma 
executives are getting rich and raising 
prices while Americans with serious 
health conditions struggle to aff ord 

life-saving medications. It’s high time 
Congress took action.

Policymakers can deliver real, pop-
ular wins by providing real economic 
relief to the American people by 
writing the Trump administration’s 
order into law.

Reining in Big Pharma is more 
than just good policy – it’s good 
politics, too.

J.D. Hayworth
Scottsdale

J.D. Hayworth is a Republican, 
former six-term U.S. Congressman from 
Arizona, and spokesman for pharma-
ceutical reform.

Lamb would ‘fi t in’ with worst 
of Congress

 Mark Lamb is running for Con-
gress. He’s a true fi nancial genius!

Mark owns a house in Queen 
Creek and just bought a 140-acre 
ranch in Tennessee; never mind all of 
the sexual harassment/assault com-
plaints against him, he’s a good Mor-
mon and tithes 10% to the church.

All of those expenses are a pretty 
heavy li  on a retired sheriff ’s in-
come.

Ya, he’s gonna fi t in just fi ne in the 
cesspool of Congress.

Larry Reister
Chandler

No transparency, coordination 
on Bologna Elementary traffi  c 
plan

Your May 21 story (Chandler 

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Here are some recent online comments 
about Chandler Independent items:

“See where the lowest 
gas prices are in 
Chandler this week ”:
“I think my tank must’ve grown, my car now 
holds $100 worth of gas.”  
— Bruno C.

“Yours (and everyone’s) biweekly reminder 
that elections have consequences. If you 
don’t like how everything is more expensive 
now, make sure to voice that with your vote.”  
— Andrew M.

“New Chandler eatery’s 
claim: First Indian drive-
thru in state”:
“Looking forward to it”  
— Rosie P.

“Ted’s Hot Dogs plans 
Chandler grand opening”:
“Excited for the opening.”  
— Karen S.

“Kyrene approves 4% 
raise for teachers, lower 
hike for other staff ”:
“ Mo money...Mo money.....”
— Kurb S. 

“Four Junior Achievement 
state winners from 
Chandler”:
“Love the spirit of young entrepreneurs 
changing how we live here in Chandler.  
Congratulations to all Junior Achievers out 
there!”  
— Troy C.

Got a comment on a story you’ve 
recently seen? Email us at azopinions@

iniusa.org with the name of the story 
and a one- or two-line comment.

• See Opinion on page 11
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board OKs school traffi  c-fl ow work 
for nearly $2M) was an interesting 
article and of particular interest to me 
due to ongoing school traffi  c-safety 
concerns in my residential area.

If you drill deeper on the subject, 
there are several school traffi  c con-
cerns across Chandler Unifi ed School 
District and/or private schools.

For example, Rudy Bologna Ele-
mentary School has revised a parent 
drop-off /pick-up traffi  c plan to now 
direct traffi  c — 40,000 cars per year 
— onto a residential street, East Elgin 
Street.

I have researched the CUSD traf-
fi c plan-approval process and learned 
that there is very little coordination or 
transparency among CUSD and city 

of Chandler and the public.
This news story exemplifi es the 

issue. Traffi  c backup onto Val Vis-
ta Drive due to Weinbergb Gi ed 
Academy has been a problem for quite 
some time. Forward planning doesn’t 
happen, only a reaction to a predict-
able issue.

The Rudy Bologna traffi  c issue is 
another prime example. The traffi  c 
change occurred with no transparency. 
Elgin Street residents were not made 
aware of the change.

I have requested public records and 
documents from both the city and 
CUSD for school traffi  c change at 
Rudy Bologna, and, to date, have 
received pushback on the informa-
tion request.

Patrick Tully
Chandler

OPINION
Opinion
• From page 10

 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!
“We don’t want to come back 

and tell you things are at capacity,” 
City Manager John Pombier said 
during the May 1 budget briefi ng 
about the expensive study. “We 
want a station that’s going to work 
for this chief and the chief a er him 
and maybe the chief a er that.”

Chief Bryan Chapman said he 
and Pombier are having “robust 
conversations” about what the ren-
ovation will entail.

Chapman also spoke about near-
ly $500,000 he wants in order to 
expand the department’s drone pro-
gram.

He said while there are no plans 
to do much with drones south of 
Loop 202, where Chandler Munic-
ipal Airport is a proximity concern, 
drones will be more widely used in 
the downtown and Desert Breeze 
western areas of the city.

Infl ation aff ects every Chandler 
department, with CPD trying to mit-
igate some of that by ordering need-
ed equipment and supplies early and 
locking in prices, along with asking 
Council for the money to account for 
increases.

One example of this is a $150,000 
one-time authorization only for in-
creases in ammunition costs.

There are also needs to spend al-
most $500,000 on new CPD radio 
communication equipment and an-
other $335,000 on the third phase 
of building out the Real-Time Oper-
ations Center, according to staff  re-
ports.

Not mentioned in the May 1 
budget briefi ng was the proposed 
$153,000 extension to the depart-
ment’s license plate reader camera 
contract with Flock Safety. The 
small-budget item was moved to a 
July meeting for action a er dozens of 
Valley residents protested the city’s 
partnering with Flock at the May 21 
Council meeting.

Police
• From page 3
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LEADERSHIP YOU CAN TRUST
• Retired U.S. Air Force Colonel
• Six-time elected City Councilmember & Vice Mayor
• Proven record of bipartisan, results-driven 

leadership
• Leading the effort to improve education, protect your 

water, invest in public safety, and ensure safe, clean 
neighborhoods

Voting Info
June 24 – Early voting begins

July 10 – Deadline to request a mailed ballot
July 21 – Election Day

MattOrlandoForMayor.com

ENDORSED BY YOUR 
POLICE & FIREFIGHTERS

PAID FOR BY MATT ORLANDO FOR MAYOR | AUTHORIZED BY MATT ORLANDO

DECADES OF SERVICE. PROVEN RESULTS.

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The metaphors of baseball relief pitchers putting out 
fi res will only be memories now. 

Blas Minor, the Major League relief pitcher turned fi re-
fi ghter, retired this spring a er 25 years of protecting life 
and property with the Chandler Fire Department.

When Mayor Kevin Hartke, Council member Jane 
Poston and the rest of the City Council acknowledged his 
retirement in late April, Minor said he became a fi refi ghter 
because he lived in the city and wanted to stay.

“We feel like we can save everyone,” Minor said of be-
ing a fi rst responder. “We always want to help, any way 
we can.”

A er deciding to complete fi refi ghter training, Minor’s 
career involved many roles with Chandler Fire, including 
some that involved community outreach. One of his more 
recent roles was as CFD’s main public information offi  cer.

Photos and videos of Minor on social media show him 
doing everything from fi re drills at senior facilities to doc-
umenting toy or supply drives to recognizing volunteers.

Chandler fi refi ghter, former MLB player, retires — again

Blas Minor speaks at a Chandler City Council study session in April as his retirement from the Chandler Fire Department was 
acknowledged. Minor’s Major League Baseball career was followed by 25 years as a Chandler fi refi ghter. On the left is Council 
member Jane Poston. On the right is Mayor Kevin Hartke. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks)

• See Retired on page 14
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Personalized service is kind of our thing. 

Chris Rodriguez, WMCP®

Financial Advisor

4880 S. Gilbert Road, Suite 1  
Chandler, AZ 85249  
480-883-2015

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Personalized service means 
having a financial advisor who 
understands you and what you’re 
trying to achieve, and helps to 
create a unique strategy based 
on your needs and circumstances.

Contact us today to start creating 
a financial strategy tailored to 
your specific needs.   

> edwardjones.com

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

Electrical fi rm takes over vacant Price-corridor building
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Rosendin, a national employ-
ee-owned electrical contractor, has 
announced the purchase of Allred 
Park Place Building 4 in Chandler, in 
a business park near Spectrum Bou-
levard and Willis Road, in the Price 
technology corridor.

The building will serve as the com-
pany’s new Mountain West regional 
headquarters, a release states.

The new campus will unite Rosen-
din’s regional operations teams with 
its growing workforce and corporate 
teams, including Engineering, Tech-
nology, Analytics, BIM, and Innova-
tion.

The 100,622-square-foot, 
two-story building will support long-
term opportunities for Phoenix metro 
employees in one of the nation’s fast-
est-growing construction markets. 

The remodeled facility will house 

regional leadership, operations staff , 
engineering teams, corporate support 
functions, and technology teams un-
der one roof.

Plans for the new campus also in-
clude a training center and dedicat-
ed collaboration space for innovation 
teams focused on developing emerg-

ing solutions to construction chal-
lenges.

Rosendin has partnered with Arc 
Tec to lead both the Chandler re-
model and the company’s corporate 
headquarters renovation in San Jose, 
Calif., creating a consistent approach 
to design and execution across both 
investments.

Rosendin has been a part of Ari-
zona’s construction industry for more 
than 25 years, delivering electrical 
infrastructure for some of the region’s 
most complex projects, including 
large-scale semiconductor manufac-
turing facilities and hyperscale data 
center campuses for global tech gi-
ants.

The company has expanded rapid-
ly in recent years through its contin-
ued investment in technology, work-
force development, and advanced 
project delivery capabilities.

Rosendin, a national employee-owned electrical contractor, has announced the purchase of Allred 
Park Place Building 4 in Chandler, in a business park near Spectrum Boulevard and Willis Road, in the 
Price technology corridor. (Courtesy of Rosendin Electric, Inc.)
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www.HeathsAuto.com

DON’T LET THE ARIZONA HEAT 
STRAND YOU

Three Valley Locations to Serve YouThree Valley Locations to Serve You

Hours:
Mon - Fri 

7:30 - 5:30

Limited time off er. Limited time off er. Limited time off er.

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

$4999
Also includes

FREE Vehicle Check Up

DON’T SWEAT IT!

FREE A/C Check
HEATH’S SPECIAL

FREE
Second Opinion!  

Bring in your quote and we’ll match it, beat it, 
or let you know if the service isn’t necessary.

Family Owned And Operated 
Serving Arizona Communities For Over 20 Years!

ASE Certifi ed Technicians

Test Vent 
Temperature
Gauge System 
Pressures

Inspect for Visible 
Leaks
Document Findings 
& Advise

Now Open!Now Open! 797 W Guadalupe Rd.
Gilbert, AZ  85233

(480) 780-3342

Now Open!Now Open! 825 E Chandler Blvd
Chandler, AZ  85225

 (480) 436-7863

7333 E Butherus Dr. B100
Scottsdale, AZ  85260

(480) 680-9709

He off ered to take a pie in the face 
for the Chandler Care Center during 
COVID-19 fundraising. On the more 
serious side, water safety is a huge 
part of Chandler Fire’s outreach, with 
Minor o en part of campaigns.

Minor said he plans to take the next 
12 months off  and volunteer with the 
Hamilton High School baseball pro-
gram. He has volunteered with HHS, 
off  and on, for the past 14 years.

He said all three of his children 
have plans to get married within the  
next 11 months, so that will keep him 
busy, too.

The native of Merced, Calif., fi rst 
came to the area to attend Arizona 
State University on a baseball schol-
arship. A lanky standout pitcher,  he 
made it to the Major Leagues, com-
ing up with the Pittsburgh Pirates 
and playing part or all of six seasons in 
the 1990s with the Pirates, the New 

York Mets, Milwaukee Brewers and 
the Houston Astros.

But the relief he was able to pro-
vide as a fi rst responder seemed to be 
even more fulfi lling than striking out 
some of the National League’s tough-
est hitters.

“Serving my community, help-
ing people during their most diffi  cult 
times of their lives, and building rela-
tionships within the department and 
around the city have been the most 
rewarding aspects,” he said.

In 157 Major League appearances 
as a pitcher, all in relief, he averaged 
7.36 strikeouts per 9 innings of the 
225 total innings he pitched, accord-
ing fangraphs.com.

“Playing baseball, I bounced from 
team to team,” Minor said. “Friend-
ships were formed but hard to main-
tain. Working for Chandler Fire, I 
have been able to build and maintain 
friendships for the past 25 years.”

Family ties meant once profession-
al baseball was over for Minor, Chan-

dler would be his destination. 
“Chandler has always been our 

home base,” Minor said of his fami-
ly. “I didn’t start coaching at Hamil-
ton until 2009 when my son decided 
baseball wasn’t for him.”

Minor said the mental and physi-
cal conditioning and in-game focus 
needed to get batters out is largely 
diff erent from the dangerous, arduous 
situations faced by a fi refi ghter.

“Both were challenging, mental-
ly and physically,” Minor said. “Of 
course, the diff erence was fi refi ght-
ing could be deadly. The approach to 
both professions is similar, you train 
and get quality reps over and over.”

Minor said he embraces the saying 
“amateurs practice until they get it 
right, but professionals practice until 
they can’t get it wrong.”

Minor said one aspect pitching 
and fi refi ghting have in common is 
preparedness and the value of lots of 
experience.

“Bottom of the ninth, bases loaded, 

3-2 count on Barry Larkin. No prob-
lem, I have prepared myself for this 
situation,” Minor said. “2:30 a.m., 
alarm sounds for a reported working 
house fi re. No problem, I have trained 
to risk a lot, within a structured plan, 
to save savable lives.”

Minor said one element fi rst re-
sponders learn to look at is risk based 
on what or whom can be saved.

“I will risk a little, within a struc-
tured plan, to save savable property,” 
Minor said. “I will not risk anything,
for that which is already lost.” 

Minor responded lightheartedly
when asked if any of the rap tracks he 
recorded are still available to be heard 
by the public.

“I have no musical talent, but one 
of our battalion chiefs has put out 
some stuff ,” he said.

Please send your comments to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines. Jason W. Brooks can be reached at
jbrooks@iniusa.org.

Retired
• From page 12



YourValley.net  |  Chandler Independent  |  June 2026  15  

Mesa, AZ — The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to treat your 
chronic pain and/or neuropathy is with 
prescription drugs that may temporarily 
reduce your symptoms. These drugs 
have names such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and are 
primarily antidepressant or anti-seizure 
drugs. These drugs may cause you to 
feel uncomfortable and have a variety of 
harmful side effects .

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy 
is a result of damage to the nerves often 
causing weakness, pain, numbness, 
tingling, and the most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is commonly 
caused by a hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degenerate due to 
lack of nutrient flow.

As you can see in Figure 2, as the blood 
vessels that surround the nerves become 
diseased they shrivel up which causes the 
nerves to not get the nutrients to continue 
to survive. When these nerves begin to “die” 
they cause you to have balance problems, 
pain, numbness, tingling, burning, and 
many additional symptoms. The main 
problem is that your doctor has told you 

to just live with the problem or try the drugs 
which you don’t like taking because they 
make you feel uncomfortable. There is now 
a facility  right here in Mesa that offers you 
hope without taking those endless drugs 
with serious side effects.

(See the special neuropathy severity 
examination at the end of this article) In 
order to effectively treat your neuropathy 
three factors must be determined.

1)  What is the underlying cause?

2) How much nerve damage has been 
sustained?

NOTE: Once you have sustained 95% nerve 
loss, there is likely nothing that we can do for 
you.

3) How much treatment will your condition 
require?

The treatment that is provided at Aspen 
Medical has three main goals.

1) Increase blood flow

2) Stimulate and increase small fiber nerves

3) Decrease brain-based pain

The treatment to increase blood flow, 
stimulate small nerve fibers and get you 
back to health is our new $50,000.00 
NEUROMODULATION UNIT!

In addition, we use a state-of-the-art 
diagnostics like the TM Flow diagnostic 
unit to accurately determine the increase 
in blood flow and small skin biopsy to 
accurately determine the increase in small 
nerve fibers!

The Neuromodulation electric cell signaling 
system delivers energy to the affected 
area of your body at varying wavelengths, 
including both low-frequency and middle-
frequency signals. It also uses amplitude 
modulated (AM) and frequency modulated 
(FM) signaling. During a treatment session, 
the Sanexas system automatically changes 
to simultaneously deliver AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT 
NEUROMODULATION IS COVERED BY 
MOST INSURANCE! (Medicare restrictions 
apply) Depending on your coverage, your 
treatment could be little to no cost to you! 

The amount of treatment needed to 
allow the nerves to fully recover varies 
from person to person and can only be 
determined after a detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. As long as you have 
not sustained at least 95% nerve damage 
there is hope! 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY AND
CHRONIC PAIN WARNING!

480-796-1136
4540 E. Baseline Rd., Ste 119

Mesa, AZ 85206

Aspen Medical will do a chronic pain 
and neuropathy severity examination 
to determine the extent of the nerve 
damage as a public service to you and/or 
your family and friends. This neuropathy/ 
pain severity examination will consist of 
a detailed sensory evaluation, extensive 
peripheral vascular testing, and a detailed 
analysis of the findings of your neuropathy.

Aspen Medical will be offering this 
chronic pain and neuropathy severity 
examination from now until July 31, 
2026. Call 480-796-1136 to make an 
appointment to determine if your chronic 
pain and peripheral neuropathy can be 
successfully treated.

Due to our busy office schedule, we are 
limiting this FREE consultation to the first 
15 callers. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL. Call 480-796-
1136 … NOW!

We are extremely busy and if your call goes 
to our voicemail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you asap.
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Now in Mesa

ESTATE PLANNING
MADE SIMPLE

MESA OFFICE

4806057000
1145 S. Power Rd, Suite 104

Mesa, AZ 85206

CHANDLER OFFICE

4804707000
1095 W. Queen Creek Rd, Suite 4

Chandler, AZ 85248

Our locally-owned firm helps you:
 Create or update your Will
 Set up a Trust
 Plan for Medicaid
 Secure Powers of Attorney
 And more...

Don’t wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

Flat-rate pricing. No surprises.

walkinwills.com

FREE 1HOUR ESTATE PLANNING CONSULTATION WITH AN ATTORNEY

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

All six candidates on the ballot for 
the July 21 Chandler City Council 
replied to fi ve questions from Inde-
pendent Newsmedia.  

Incumbents Angel Encinas and 
Jane Poston are running for what 
would be second and fi nal consecu-
tive terms on Council, having both 
been elected for the fi rst time in 
2022. 

Challengers Lisa Askey, Joe 
Granado Jr., Ron Hardin and Cicely 
Rocha-Miller are competing along-
side Encinas and Poston for three 
positions on the all-at-large Council 
this year. Here are the questions and 
responses. The responses are listed 
in alphabetical order by last name of 
each candidate.

1) Which aspect of your record 
or experience is the best example 

of why voters should choose you 
as a candidate?

2) Heading into 2027, is there 
an example of a new initiative or 
tactic the city could still employ to 
get more people housed?

3)) What’s an element of spend-
ing where the city could cut back 
in order to free up more general 
funds for these projects?

4) What do you think about a 
more regular analysis that could 
lead to smaller increases on both 
of these fronts more o en?

5) Which types of Council sub-
committees or state- or nation-
al-level committees would you 
most want to serve on in 2027 and 
going forward?

Lisa Askey:  
1) I’ve spent my career working 

with businesses and organizations 

to solve problems and make things 
actually work, not just look good on 
paper. That means balancing prior-
ities, managing budgets, and mak-
ing decisions that hold up in the real 

world.
2)  We need to 

focus on attainable 
housing that fi ts 
Chandler. We’ve 
never been a one-
size-fi ts-all city, so 
no reason to start 
now. I would en-
courage smart re-
development and 

mixed-use in the right areas, and re-
move unnecessary delays when proj-
ects meet our standards.

3) Before we ask residents to pay 
more, we should take a hard look at 
non-essential spending. The priority 
should always be public safety, in-

frastructure, and water. Everything 
else needs to be evaluated with the 
same level of discipline families use 
at home.

4) No one likes big, sudden in-
creases and predictability matters. A 
more consistent review process can 
help with that, but the focus should 
also be on growing revenue through 
strong business development so
we’re not relying on residents to 
make up the diff erence. Any increas-
es should be minimal, justifi ed, and 
clearly explained.

5) I’d like to focus on economic 
development, as well as general ad-
ministration, human resources, and 
elections. I also think that the infra-
structure and public works commit-
tees would be very benefi cial for me 
as a council member as well.

Candidate Q&A: Chandler City Council hopefuls

• See Council Q&A on page 20

Lisa  Askey
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Protect your skin.
In Arizona, our beautiful climate and sunshine put us all at higher
risk for skin cancer. Let us help you enjoy the sun safely, and
heal as a whole human being.

To lower your risk of getting skin cancer, you can protect your
skin from UV rays from the sun. Use a broad spectrum SPF 30
or higher sunscreen on all exposed skin, as well as wearing
UV-protected sunglasses, a wide-brimmed hat, and lip balm
whenever you’re in the sun.

To learn more, visit dignityhealthazcancer.org.

UV rays have a big impact.
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and education company that teaches medical 
providers how to use BHRT. 

“Our providers undergo rigorous training 
to create a custom-tailored approach for each 
individual,” CarolAnn says. “We always put our 
patients fi rst.” 

That explains why Tutera Medical® has been 
named the “Number One Hormone Therapy 
Practice in Arizona” for 11 consecutive years by 
Ranking Arizona.

CarolAnn has been a core entrepreneurial force 
who redefi ned the rules of aging by bringing 
bioidentical hormone therapy into the mainstream 
spotlight.  

“Our goal is to prevent serious illnesses and 
help people age gracefully, in addition to treating 
menopause and andropause.”

BALANCING ACT
Feeling frazzled, forgetful, fuzzy and fatigued? 

Constantly grumpy or down in the dumps? It 
could be due to sex hormone imbalances. But 
what do sex hormones have to do with health?

“Everything,” CarolAnn declares, explaining 
that the sex hormones aren’t just for reproduction. 
“They regulate every function of the body and 
brain and determine the health of the entire 
body.”

Dr. Tutera discovered that by age 45, most 
men have lost over half of their testosterone 
while women have lost most of their estrogen, 
testosterone and nearly all their progesterone.

A 2023 study found that as hormone levels 
decline, people face a higher risk of heart disease 
— the leading cause of death for both women and 
men in the U.S. — along with increased rates of 
autoimmune and cognitive disorders.

CarolAnn explains that HRT off ers protective 
benefi ts to help insulate the body against 
cardiovascular disease, Alzheimer’s and 
neurodegenerative conditions, with a notable 
slowdown in biological aging markers. Started 
within a decade of perimenopause, HRT is linked 
to a 25% to 50% reduction in fatal cardiovascular 
events and cognitive decline.

PELLET THERAPY
The SottoPelle Method® uses plant-based 

bioidentical hormone pellets that match the 
molecular structure of human hormones. Gently 
slipped under the skin, pellets provide 24/7 
delivery for optimal eff ectiveness and typically last 
four to six months.

“We have always emphasized a custom-tailored 
approach based on a patient’s individual needs, 
instead of a one-size-fi ts-all method,” CarolAnn 
says. “We treat the whole person, not just the 
ailment. Patients feel that the moment they walk 
in the door.”

HELPING MEN GET THEIR MOJO BACK
Testosterone is central to a man’s well-being, 

but levels drop quickly over age 45. HRT can help 
off set the fatigue, low energy, malaise, and loss of 
muscle mass. 

Testosterone acts like a “fi rst responder” and 
Navy SEAL for men’s health. Tutera Medical® 
off ers a special program to help men boost their 
vitality with optional testosterone injections 
formulated by a compounding pharmacy, in 
addition to BHRT pellets. 

CarolAnn notes that the company began using 
TRT successfully over 12 years ago to treat NFL 
football players with concussions and military 
veterans with PTSD and Traumatic Brain Injury.

Tutera Medical® now accepts insurance from 
select plans for pellet therapy and TRT injections. 
A simple blood test and consultation with a 
certifi ed trained provider can put a man on the 
road to recovery.

BREAKTHROUGHS
Some patients hesitate to consider HRT, oft en 

due to misconceptions over cardiovascular risks.
A 2024 study linked low testosterone to 

increased rates of stroke and a 60% higher risk of 
cardiovascular mortality. Another recent study 
suggested that “250,000 women’s lives could have 
been saved” with greater access to estrogen and 
progesterone therapy.

“It is my hope that the medical profession will 
recognize the importance of hormones in overall 
health and mental function as well as disease 
prevention and support their patients who choose 
HRT as part of their wellness regimen,” CarolAnn 
says. 

The Tutera Medical® legacy refl ects 
CarolAnn’s passionate commitment to advancing 
more eff ective methods of hormonal health, 
helping men and women across the globe age 
gracefully.

Call us at 480-874-1515 to schedule an 
appointment, or visit tuteramedical.com.  

Sponsored by Tutera Medical

Aging doesn’t have to mean slowing down, 
and CarolAnn Tutera is proof that hormonal 
balance is the ultimate comeback strategy.

CarolAnn is the fi rst female medical 
entrepreneur to bring bioidentical hormone pellet 
therapy to the forefront. As the CEO and co-
founder of Tutera Medical® and SottoPelle® 
with her late husband Dr. Gino Tutera, MD, 
FACOG, she has dedicated over 30 years to 
positioning the company as the industry leader. 

Using a multi-patented, individualized 
dosing method developed by Dr. Tutera, they 
helped thousands of patients regain their health 
and vitality. As tireless advocates for wellness 
and longevity, they set the gold standard for 
bioidentical hormone therapy (BHRT) pellet 
practices across America.

Now, menopause is fi nally having its moment 

aft er decades of misconception, while testosterone 
replacement therapy (TRT) continues gaining 
traction in men’s health. 

“We are the industry pioneer in BHRT pellet 
therapy and the reason it is practiced today,” she 
says. “Our mission is to support people’s physical, 
mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being.”

Armed with an unwavering vision and a 
relentless commitment to their patients, CarolAnn 
has helped to shape the hormone industry and 
change lives. 

PATIENT-CENTERED CARE
With offi  ces in Scottsdale and several Arizona 

locations, Tutera Medical® provides personalized 
hormone replacement therapy (HRT) to help men 
and women manage their hormonal imbalances. 
SottoPelle® is an international training 

HERO AT 
THE HELM
Local industry leader explains how 
hormones hold the key to vitality

Creams, pills and patches all deliver wildly inconsistent 
amounts of hormones, unnaturally released into the body that 
does not mimic how the body naturally delivers hormones. Pellet 
delivery system is consistent and ongoing as the body requires 
it. Pellets remain the only delivery system that provides steady 
blood serum levels over time.
Safe, e� ective, in-o�  ce delivery method
Once inserted, a steady, low dose of natural hormone fl ows 
directly into the blood stream whenever the body needs it. This 
gives the body the ability to control the release of the hormone 
just as it did when the ovaries and testicles were working 
normally. Our dosing calculator, Dosaggio™ works with the 
provider for the hormones dosages calculated specially to your 
body’s needs.
Promotes and preserves bone density
Fluctuating levels of estrogen and testosterone decrease bone 
strength and increase the chance of fractures. Women who 
undergo premature surgical menopause also remain at greater 
risk of developing osteoporosis, making it critical to check their 
hormone levels. Pellet therapy has a 4x greater increase in bone 
density than oral estrogen and 2.5x greater increase than patch 
delivery methods.
Improves sexual function
Estrogen defi ciency can result in vaginal pain and dryness, 
uncomfortable sex, and even urinary incontinence in women. 
Low testosterone in men can lead to sexual performance 
problems including erectile dysfunction or “ED”.  BHRT pellets 
help to restore youthful hormone levels to alleviate these 
problems and improve sexual function and enjoyment in both 
women and men.
Protects against disease
Hormone decline is associated with many life-threatening 
illnesses including heart disease, diabetes, and more. 
Maintaining proper hormone levels with BHRT Pellets can help 
prevent disease and maintain youthful vitality, health and 
energy.

WHY  SOTTOPELLE®? 
Formulated specific 

to your body

Wondering if you may have Wondering if you may have 
a h� monal imbalance? a h� monal imbalance? 

Visit our website or scan the QR code to 
take the free self-evaluation quiz.

www.tuteramedical.com
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$100OFF
Recurring Cleaning

SUMMER SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 7-30-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 7-30-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!

Angel Encinas: 
1) My record 

and votes refl ect the 
voices of our neigh-
bors. I stay present 
in the community, 
hear concerns di-
rectly, and work 
to turn them into 
solutions. That at-
tention ensures res-
idents’ voices shape 

decisions and deliver results that 
refl ect what Chandler communities 
want and need.

2)  In 2027, I’d like to focus on 
expanding our missing middle hous-
ing and streamlining infi ll and rede-
velopment to increase supply. These 
steps will add attainable options, use 
land effi  ciently, and ensure Chan-
dler residents have options.

3) As we plan for signifi cant pub-
lic works investments, we can focus 
on securing the most competitive 
bids and ensuring strong project 
management. By prioritizing the 
highest-need/critical projects and 
core services, we can direct resourc-
es where they matter most without 
reducing services residents depend 
on.

4) Reviewing the factors annually 
or bi-annually. Having a consistent 
transparent analysis helps us plan 
ahead and avoid sudden spikes, al-
lowing predictable adjustments that 
protect residents while maintaining 
reliable and strong services.

5) I value my current committee 
service on Community Safety, Con-
nectivity, and Economic Vitality 
because they’re directly connected 
to Chandler moving forward. Look-
ing ahead to 2027, I would like the 
opportunity to serve on a national 
neighborhood or sustainability com-
mittee to share best practices and 

help strengthen livable

Joe Granado Jr.
1) Built and sold a $20M mechan-

ical company that I 
started in 1996 with 
no fi nancial backing 
and now teach con-
struction at Arizona 
State. I understand 
budgets, contracts, 
and workforce de-
velopment and how 
to deliver major 

projects effi  ciently while protecting 
taxpayers.

2) Prioritize faster approvals, in-
centivize redevelopment, and ex-
pand public private partnerships. We 
should focus on attainable workforce 
housing tied to local jobs while en-
suring infrastructure especially water 
and power, keeps pace with growth.

3) Improve project delivery effi  -
ciency. Standardize designs, reduce 
change orders, and prioritize local 

contractors. Better upfront planning 
and accountability can cut waste 
without sacrifi cing quality or delay-
ing critical infrastructure projects. 
This is where I can excel. I built a 
business with no resources. I can be 
very effi  cient with nothing.

4)  I do not want to raise taxes so 
we need to prioritize our spending 
to support our aging infrastructure. 
The capital improvement funds will 
not cover all issues of this problem. 
We need real leadership that will tell 
you the truth (about costs) — not 
what you want to hear.

5) I’d focus on economic develop-
ment, infrastructure, and workforce 
committees. My background in con-
struction and business allows me to 
contribute immediately to smart 
growth, job creation, and responsi-
ble capital planning.

Ron Hardin: 
1) My 12-plus years as a Chandler

Council Q&A
• From page 16

Joe Granado Jr.

Angel Encinas

• See Council Q&A on page 26
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*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - LIMIT ONE PER USER
**EXCLUDES ALL ALCOHOL**

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - CANNOT USE COUPON WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER

NOT VALID FOR DINE-IN

Any Dine-In Order.
*Must present coupon at time of 

payment for redemption

Any In-Store or Online,
Pick-up Order.

*Must present coupon at time of pickup 

for redemption, online use code below

20%
OFF20%

OFF

www.verochicagopizza.com

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

I T A L I A N  B I S T R O  &  B A R

I T A L I A N  B I S T R O  &  B A R
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250 Years of Freedom!

1372 N Marvin St, Gilbert, AZ 85233
(480) 336-2889 • highlinecarcare.com(480) 336-2889 • highlinecarcare.com

Celebrating 250 Years!Celebrating 250 Years!

eric@cfpaz.com

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

When Jody Crago spoke about 
Betsy Ross becoming a widow in her 
mid-20s during a June 2 presentation, 
he added as much historical context 
to the death of John Ross as he could 
think of.

That’s how Crago, the director of 
the Chandler Museum, tries to deliv-
er all his historical presentations. And 
with America’s 250th birthday in full 
swing, history and presentations are 
at the forefront of how Chandler’s ac-
knowledging the occasion.

With June and July being too 

warm to plan many outdoor daytime 
events and with Chandler typically 
merging into the July 4 celebrations 
in neighboring East Valley communi-
ties, there are still a handful of special 
events planned in the city this year 
before July 4.

Some, like the Swim250 event, 
will take place again later in 2026, as 
the city has made it clear the birthday 
is a yearlong celebration. 

The city is also celebrating by en-
couraging youth to sign up for the 
“Red, White & Blue Pass.”  The 
free digital pass features activities, 
programs, exhibits, and events for 
the community to participate in, 

throughout the year, accumulating 
points and redeeming them for prizes.

One can check in or sign up by 
scanning the available QR codes at 
each point of interest to get points 
for participating or online at tinyurl.
com/mryyjtxb

The “27 Flags” exhibit has been at 
a few city special events this year. It’s 
a trip through time, showing the 27 
diff erent U.S. fl ags that have existed 
as more states joined the original 13 
colonies in the union. 

The fl ags have been split up at lo-
cations across the city since Feb. 13, 
with one or two at various city facili-
ties. Flag No. 1 was posted at Chan-
dler City Hall.

Here are some of the upcoming 
“250’” city-sponsored or promoted 
events happening through July 7:

American fl ag painting
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday, June 9, 

Hamilton Library, 3700 S. Arizona 
Ave.

Celebrate summer reading and 
America’s 250th birthday by joining 
at Hamilton Library to paint a patri-
otic painting of the American Flag. 
Adults only. Registration is required.

Mystery Round Table: The Girl 
from Greenwich Street

6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m., Monday, 
June 15

Sunset Library, 4930 W. Ray 
Road.

Drop in to the June meeting of the 
Mystery Round Table book group for 
an American-history themed read.

“The Girl from Greenwich Street” 
by Lauren Willig is based on the story 
of America’s fi rst murder trial, which 
forced bitter rivals Alexander Hamil-
ton and Aaron Burr to work together 
to save a man from the gallows. No 
registration required.

Celebrate and create 250 years to-
gether

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Monday, 
June 29

Basha Library, 5990 S. Val Vista 
Drive

This event is especially for families 
and for children ages 0-5 and their 
caregivers. Create, celebrate and 
march together in a patriot parade. In 
honor of America’s 250th birthday, 
enjoy red, white and blue cra s and a 
fun parade through the library. 

Chandler celebrates 250th with history, fun for kids

• See 250th Things To Do on page 23

This traveling display of the 27 iterations of the 
American fl ag has been Chandler’s most visi-
ble recognition of the nation’s 250th birthday. 
(City of Chandler)
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Swim 250 - Desert Oasis 
Aquatic Center

Regular business hours of four city 
pools, Wednesday, July 1 through 
Wednesday, Sept. 30

Desert Oasis Aquatic Center, 
1400 W. Summit Place

Nozomi Aquatic Center, 250 S. 
Kyrene Road

Mesquite Groves Aquatic Center, 
5901 S. Hillcrest Drive

Hamilton Aquatic Center, 3838 S. 
Arizona Ave.

Chandler Aquatics invites swim-
mers, especially young ones, to swim, 
splash, and move their way through a 
year of themed challenges — all built 
around the number 250. Track prog-
ress, earn rewards and try something 

new each quarter. A similar event 
will be held at the same pools Oct. 
1-Dec. 19.

Chandler’s All-American Bash
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.,  Saturday, July 

4, Dr. A.J. Chandler Park Stage Pla-
za, 178 E. Commonwealth Avenue

Enjoy live music, yard games, 
food vendors and more. This year, 
there will be a 15-minute pyrotech-
nic show as part of the concert. The 
show will begin at 8:15 p.m. at the 
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park Stage Plaza. 

Popsicles for America
11 a.m. until supplies run out, 

Tuesday, July 7, Chandler Commu-
nity Center, 125 E. Commonwealth 
Ave.

Swing by the Community Center 
and grab a patriotic popsicle to cel-

ebrate 250 years of America with a 
sweat treat. Popsicles will be handed 
out, starting at 11 a.m. until supplies 
run out. 

While there, city staff  encourage 
everyone to check out what programs 
are available at the Community Cen-
ter.

250th Things To Do
• From page 22

USIC SCHOOLUSIC SCHOOL

EAST VALLEY | NORTH PHOENIX

Where kids love playing music.EVYAMAHAMUSIC.COM

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
AMERICA!AMERICA!

3160 N. Arizona Avenue, Suite 102 · Chandler, AZ
(480) 926-4441 (480) 279-7000 | www.husd.org

Celebrating what unites us

Jane
JanePoston.com

Paid for by Jane Poston for Chandler. Authorized by Jane Poston.

CHANDLER
CITY COUNCIL

HAPPY  HAPPY 
BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY
AMERICAAMERICA

Happy Birthday Happy Birthday 
United States!

22425 E Cloud Rd. Queen Creek, AZ 85142
(480) 987-2488 • SanTanMemorial.com(480) 987-2488 • SanTanMemorial.com

Jody Cargo, the Chandler Museum’s manager, points as he talks about Betsy Ross and the fi rst Ameri-
can fl ag June 2. There are more historical and other events planned around the city in the month ahead 
to help celebrate the nation’s 250th birthday. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason W. Brooks
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YOUR TEAM FOR CHANDLER CITY COUNCIL PUTTING COMMUNITY FIRST, 
BACKED BY EXPERIENCE THAT COUNTS

PAID FOR BY CICELY FOR CHANDLER | AUTHORIZED BY CICELY ROCHA-MILLER. PAID FOR BY ANGEL ENCINAS FOR CHANDLER | AUTHORIZED BY ANGEL ENCINAS FOR CHANDLER. PAID FOR BY JANE POSTON FOR CHANDLER | AUTHORIZED BY JANE POSTON.

AngelforChandler.com JanePoston.com g

Angel Encinas was raised in Chandler, 
and is a reflection of our city’s collective 
values and traditions. He will ensure 
these values and quality of life are 
passed on to the next generation.

Jane Poston is a small business 
owner and a former city employee, 
possessing a strong understanding 
of the workings of municipal 
government from the inside out. 

CicelyforChandler.com

Cicely Rocha-Miller is running 
for City Council to bring a practical, 
community-focused approach to 
leadership and ensure residents feel 
heard, informed, and connected.

By Jason W. Brooks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A contract approved by the Chan-
dler Unifi ed Governing board for traf-
fi c fl ow improvements at a school will 
be paid for from two diff erent pools 
of property tax money totaling nearly 
$2 million. 

The board unanimously approved 
a contract with Chasse Building Co. 
on May 6 to create some parking, 
parent drop-off  and bus traffi  c fl ow 
solutions at Weinberg Gi ed Acade-
my in Gilbert.

The school and neighborhood 
have undergone changes since it was 
designed and built and its traffi  c fl ow 
areas are now obsolete.

Weinberg was opened as a neigh-
borhood elementary school in 1986 
but has since been converted into one 
of a handful of CUSD’s gi ed acad-
emies, which changed how students 
get to the school each day.

Open enrollment and Weinberg’s 
teachers and programs, according to 
CUSD Superintendent Frank Nar-
ducci, has made the school one of the 
most popular K-6 options for district 
parents. A staff  report states 80% of 
students are transported to and from 
school by their families by vehicle 
rather than living within walking dis-
tance or busing.

Between Val Vista Drive having 
become a major north-south artery 
for southeast Chandler and west Gil-
bert, along with Appleby Road being 
a narrow collector road, traffi  c backs 
up regularly on Val Vista, especially 
in the mornings — sometimes for a 
full mile to the south.

Traffi  c is such a problem, the dis-
trict devoted a page and aerial pho-
tos to showing parents where certain 
grades have drop-off /pickup areas, to 

School board OKs school traffi  c-fl ow work for nearly $2M

Chandler Unifi ed Superintendent Frank Narducci engages in “paper, rock, scissors” on the fi rst day of 
school with students in July 2025 at Weinberg Gifted Academy. The Chandler Unifi ed governing board 
approved a contract May 6 to start work on traffi  c fl ow improvements on the Weinberg campus. (Cour-
tesy of Chandler USD)

• See School on page 27
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 7/15/26.
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Chamber member, combined with 
experience in both corporate lead-

ership and small 
business ownership, 
give me a practical 
understanding of 
what drives eco-
nomic success. I’ve 
built relationships 
across the commu-
nity and under-
stand how to bal-
ance growth, fi scal 

responsibility, and quality of life for 
Chandler residents.

2)  We can expand adaptive re-
use and missing middle housing by 
streamlining approvals and updating 
zoning, if necessary, in targeted ar-
eas. Chandler can leverage proven 
models from cities that have done 
this successfully (e.g. Tempe), con-
verting underused commercial space 
into housing while increasing supply 
and supporting walkable, economi-
cally vibrant areas.

3) We should prioritize core ser-
vices and critical infrastructure by 
reviewing non-essential spending, 
delaying lower-priority projects, 
and improving operational effi  cien-
cies. Regular performance audits 
(data-driven) and zero-based bud-
geting can help ensure our spend 
is justifi ed, freeing up resources for 

essential public works without com-
promising service quality.

4) I believe we should exhaust 
every opportunity for effi  ciency and 
reducing non-essential spending 
before considering any tax or rate 
increases. Chandler has been well 
managed, and residents expect that 
discipline to continue. Any future 
adjustments should be a last resort, 
not a routine practice.

5) I would prioritize committees 
focused on infrastructure planning, 
economic development and water 
policy, as those will shape Chan-
dler’s long-term future. I’m also in-
terested in supporting the arts, rec-
ognizing their role in quality of life 
and economic vitality

Jane Poston: 
1) As a City Council member, I 

have delivered on my commitments 
to increase police 
staffi  ng, improve 
government trans-
parency, and build 
strong relationships 
with businesses, 
nonprofi ts, res-
idents and edu-
cation partners. I 
am accessible and 

make decisions through community 
input and research.

2) Place city-owned land in a trust 
with a nonprofi t partner so private 
builders can deliver homes without 

land costs, lowering purchase prices 
while allowing buyers to keep earned 
equity and enabling the process to 
repeat in perpetuity.

3) Council reduced CIP funding 
for the downtown (A.J.) Chandler 
Park by $10 million and asked city 
staff  to come back with a plan that 
produced the most benefi t and im-
pact to Chandler residents. All proj-
ects should get this review.

4) No one wants to increase rates, 
but leadership includes making dif-
fi cult decisions. Small, incremental 
increases will ensure that current us-
ers are paying for the services they 
receive, and prevent future residents 
from experiencing large, unfair rate 
hikes.

5)  I want to continue with the 
NLC Public Safety & Crime Pre-
vention Committee, MAG Trans-
portation and my three Council 
subcommittees: Economic Vitality, 
Neighborhoods and Connectivi-
ty. I would like to add the Arizona 
League of Cities and NLC Women 
in Government.

Cicely Rocha-Miller: 
1) I’ve built my career and life on 

showing up, bringing people togeth-
er, and getting things done. I’m an 
optimistic problem solver with an 
attitude of gratitude. My job has al-
ways been turning ideas into reality, 
on budget, thoughtful, and aligned 
with my clients’ goals.

2) Before cutting 
what people rely 
on, I’d look at tight-
ening up how we 
spend. That means 
better contracts, re-
viewing underused 
programs, and paus-
ing lower-priority 
projects. It’s about 

being thoughtful with every dollar 
so we can take care of the basics fi rst.

3) We can lean into our General 
Plan by focusing on smart infi ll and 
adaptive reuse, turning underused 
spaces into attainable housing. By 
simplifying approvals and encour-
aging mixed-income projects, we 
can create options that fi t our com-
munity while protecting what makes 
Chandler feel like home.

4) I think smaller, predictable 
adjustments are better than sudden 
spikes, but my goal is to avoid in-
creases whenever we can. I would 
only support them if truly necessary, 
a er tightening our spending and 
planning ahead so we’re not putting 
extra pressure on families.

5)  I’d focus on committees where 
I can make a real impact, like the 
Arizona League of Cities and Towns 
and Maricopa Association of Gov-
ernments, with an emphasis on eco-
nomic development, arts, public 
safety, and infrastructure, bringing 
ideas back to strengthen Chandler.

Jane Poston

Cicely Rocha-
Miller

Council Q&A
• From page 20

Ron Hardin
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keep them separate from the buses.
Assistant Superintendent Tom 

Dunn told the board the plan is to 
start work immediately that involves 
swapping the current bus and drop-
off  areas and creating more off -street 
lanes to do so.

“The bus lane along Val Vista 
will be utilized as the beginning of 
a queuing lane for drop-off s,” Dunn 
explained. “And we’re moving buses 
to the Appleby side where there will 
a sort of cutout, similar to what’s at 
Knox or Frye (schools).”

He said there will be other adjust-
ments made for exiting and parking. 
An abandoned water tank on the 
Appleby side will be removed. 

Dunn said the timeline for the 
improvements, if work is started this 
month, should be done sometime 
“a er the end of the fi rst quarter” of 

the upcoming school year, or a er 
Sept. 18.

A staff  report states district and 
school administration have had 
several meetings with the town of 
Gilbert and the Gilbert Police De-
partment to discuss ways to improve 
traffi  c fl ow and maximize safety as a 
more permanent solution was devel-
oped and constructed.

The contract with Chasse in-
cludes about $291,000 from adja-
cent ways funding and about $1.896 
million from 2025 bond funds.

According to the Arizona School 
Facilities Board, adjacent ways 
funding is “a specialized property 
tax levy that school districts use to 
pay for infrastructure improvements 
adjacent to school properties. It is 
primarily designed to ensure safe ve-
hicle access and provide utilities to 
the property line without having to 
pull money from general classroom 
budgets.”

School
• From page 24

Summer months are brutal with the extreme heat. If 

HeatRelief

Stay cool this summer

2026

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Chandler economic development staff  manager receives award

The Arizona Asso-
ciation for Economic 
Development has hon-
ored City of Chandler 
employee, Chandler Es-
calante, with an annual 
Workforce Practitioner 
of the Year award. That’s 
an award that recognizes 
an individual’s overall 
impact on the com-
munity workforce, the 
development of strong 
relationships and com-
munity support, inno-
vation and creativity, 
and contributions to the 
workforce development 
profession. Read more at 
tinyurl.com/mpcb5zyf

The Arizona Association for Economic Development has hon-
ored City of Chandler employee, Chandler Escalante, with an 
annual Workforce Practitioner of the Year award. (Courtesy of 
city of Chandler )
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Both candidates on the ballot for 
the July 21 Chandler mayoral elec-
tion — Council member Matt Orlan-
do and former council member and 
current state Rep. Jeff  Weninger — 
replied to Independent Newsmedia’s 
questions.

The two longtime city residents 
are vying to replace term-limited 
Mayor Kevin Hartke next January. 

Here are their responses.

Why do you feel you’re the best 
choice for mayor? 

Orlando: Over my time on the 
council, I’ve focused on smart growth, 
strong public services, fi scal responsi-
bility, increasing quality of life, and 
community-centered decision-mak-
ing. Chandler deserves steady, expe-
rienced leadership that understands 
where we’ve been and knows how to 

move us forward.
Weninger: I’ve spent 30 years run-

ning Floridino’s in Chandler, served 

on council, and in the legislature get-
ting real results. I understand growth 
and budgets, and I’m a proven col-

laborator who brings people together. 
Chandler needs experienced, com-
mon-sense leadership.

What do you see as one of the 
biggest issues facing the city head-
ing into 2027?

Orlando: Maintaining our excel-
lent quality of life. I supported and 
led numerous activities that benefi t-
ed and “laid the foundation” for our 
community that we enjoy today - Po-
lice; Fire; Parks and Recreation pro-
grams; neighborhood enhancement 
programs; and economic develop-
ment opportunities.

Weninger: Managing our fi nal 
phase of growth is critical. We don’t 
have much land le , so every deci-
sion on housing, jobs, and infrastruc-
ture carries more weight. Getting that 

Candidate Q&A: Chandler mayoral hopefuls

The only two candidates who will be on the July 21 ballot for Chandler mayor, Jeff  Weninger, left, and 
Matt Orlando took debate questions April 28. Independent Newsmedia also sent each candidate fi ve 
questions. (Independent Newsmedia fi le/Jason W. Brooks)

• See Mayoral Q& A on page 33
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Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

With the right life insurance, you can 
leave a legacy for your family. I’m 
here to help. LET’S TALK TODAY.

Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.

MDVIP Wellness Program
Expert comprehensive screenings and tests and a custom 
wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic conditions like 
type 2 diabetes, high cholesterol and hypertension. Dr. 
Heavens has extensive training in care of menopause and 
hormone replacement therapy for women
and men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and
 after-hours and on weekends.

Better Doctor- Patient Relationship
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with
their relationship (vs 58% in traditional PCP)

HeavensMedical.com
4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734

60

Baseline Rd
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55+ ACTIVE ADULT LIVING

SCAN TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY

A LIFESTYLE DESIGNED
FOR EXCEPTIONAL EASE

1505 Willis Road • Gilbert, AZ 85297 • (480) 864-4489 • VerenaAtGilbert.com

Call (480) 864-4489 to schedule your tour!

REAL ESTATE

APRIL 2025 APRIL 2026

85224 36 61
85225 59 61
85226 46 66
85248 56 53
85249 73 77
85286 68 61

NUMBER OF HOMES 
UNDER CONTRACT

APRIL 2025 APRIL 2026

85224 45 60
85225 67 63
85226 39 30
85248 22 37
85249 83 82
85286 52 54

NUMBER OF HOMES 
ON THE MARKET

APRIL 2025 APRIL 2026

85224 86 73
85225 150 113
85226 69 61
85248 107 101
85249 206 198
85286 123 104

$0

85224 85225 85226 85248 85249 85286

MEDIAN PRICE OF HOMES SOLD
WITH YEAR-OVER-YEAR PERCENTAGE CHANGE
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$450,000
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6.61%
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AVERAGE DAYS 
ON THE MARKET
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DATA PROVIDED BY KATIE TAYLOR OF THE GOODMAN 
TAYLOR TEAM

katie@thegoodmantaylorteam.com
480-220-6364
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CHANDLER MAYOR

PAID FOR BY JEFF FOR CHANDLER. AUTHORIZED BY JEFF WENINGER.

I’m running for Mayor because government should do two 
things: keep Chandler safe and serve our community. We 
need to make sure City Hall actually works for the people 

who live and invest here. Together, we can bring new 
leadership to Chandler and ensure we have a city that 

listens, follows through, and solves problems.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
AND GET INVOLVED

Safe Neighborhoods
Strong Economy

Great Schools
Smart Development

Balanced Budget

JEFFWENINGER.COM
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$$1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE! 1000 OFF PLUS FREE SAFETY UPGRADE!
Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions • Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

U.S. 
MADE

Luxury BathLuxury Bath
is Your Only Choice for Remodelling

As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we offer fast, 
affordable, and lifetime-guaranteed bathroom remodelling 

solutions across the Phoenix area.

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Junior Achievement of Arizona 
has announced this year’s 18 Under 
18 winners — with four of the 18 
winners having ties to Chandler.

The awards program aims to rec-
ognize outstanding students who ex-
emplify the best of Arizona youth. 
They were honored at an event on 
April 16 at Junior Achievement’s of-
fi ce in Tempe. 

Junior Achievement of Arizona is 
a nonprofi t organization that prepares 
Arizona students to succeed in work 
and life by teaching them fi nancial 
literacy, career readiness and en-
trepreneurship skills, according to a 
news release.

The winners include Iraj Shroff . 
The BASIS Chandler 11th-grader 
is tackling global challenges through 
STEM, the release states.

Shroff  developed a low-cost water 

purifi cation system and a smart med-
ication device.

In another role as a leader, he men-
tors students and promotes STEM 
education and service.

Motivated by his family’s personal 
experiences with contaminated water 
in India, the 16-year-old developed 
the Natural Aqua Purifi er — a low-

cost water treatment system that uses 
natural coagulants.

Shroff  spent more than a year re-
fi ning the system at a local water 
treatment plant, and has trained more 
than  450 students and community 
members in India and Kenya to en-
sure the successful long-term produc-
tion and implementation of the puri-

fi er.
The project has earned interna-

tional recognition. In addition to Ju-
nior Achievement honors, the project
was selected as honorable mention 
for the Governor’s Celebration of 
Innovation Future Innovators of the
Year Award.

Ira Bagga is an Arizona College 
Prep High School junior. She blends 
research and advocacy to make sci-
ence accessible, the release states.

Bagga, 17, has conducted neuro-
logical research and founded Break-
ingTheCycle, reaching 120,000
readers online and raising funds for 
“PCOS awareness,” it states.

As a STEAM Society and Athena 
Project leader, she builds programs 
that connect science, art and com-
munity impact, the release states.

Four Junior Achievement state winners from Chandler

Junior Achievement of Arizona has announced this year’s 18 Under 18 winners — with four of the 18 
winners having ties to Chandler. Iraj Shroff , a BASIS Chandler 11th-grader, is tackling global challeng-
es through STEM, the release states. Shroff , 16, developed a low-cost water purifi cation system and a 
smart medication device. (Courtesy of LDH Consulting)

• See Achievement on page 33
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Ikeoluwa Esan, 17, is a Hamilton 
High School senior who is a civic 
leader focused on justice and educa-
tion. She rebuilt her school’s mock 
trial program and co-leads a national 
legal education nonprofi t.

As the HHS student government 
vice president, she raised more than 
$10,000 for Make-A-Wish and serves 
on the Governor’s Youth Commis-
sion.

Esan  plans to pursue law and pub-

lic advocacy.
Srinidhi Pallerla, 16, is an Arizona 

College Prep junior and the found-
er of Steps to Impact, supporting 
neonatal intensive care unit babies 
and their  families and communities 
through  medical outreach initiatives.

Pallerla also conducts research 
and founded MedConnect. A TEDx 
speaker, she plans to pursue medicine 
with a focus on patient-centered care.

Follow @JAArizona on social me-
dia or visit jaaz.org/resources for 
some free online educational tools.

balance right will shape Chandler in-
defi nitely.

What else could the city be do-
ing to house the homeless people 
on Chandler’s streets today?

Orlando: By combining our fed-
eral, city, and non-profi ts fundings, 
we have developed a robust program 
to address and reduce our homeless 
population. We need to do more. As 
mayor, I will implement my “Hous-
ing for All” initiative to address the 
overall housing shortage.

Weninger: We need to stay focused 
on practical solutions. That means 
working with nonprofi ts and regional 
partners to expand shelter space and 
connect people to services like mental 
health and addiction treatment.

At the same time, we need to en-
force our laws and keep public spaces 
safe, while helping people get back on 
their feet.

Regarding data centers and oth-
er development projects, what’s 
one tool Council and staff  don’t 
currently have, to deal with newer, 
more-complex proposals?

Orlando: Continue to stream-
line our internal processes to ensure 

quicker responses to our business 
community and residents without 
jeopardizing quality and safety.b I 
would centralize our economic de-
velopment processes and create an 
ombudsman offi  ce to help small busi-
nesses and residents.

Weninger: Chandler needs clear, 
upfront standards for development 
projects. The city is too reactionary, 
so we must establish defi ned criteria 
for infrastructure impact, land use fi t, 
and long-term home values to enable 
us make consistent decisions that 
protect our neighborhoods.

Tax and other cost burdens aff ect 
all residents. What’s one thing a may-
or can push or encourage as a way to 
mitigate either the cost of living or of 
select products and services?

Orlando: Continue to be a fi scally 
effi  cient city – deliver quality services 
at a fraction of the cost. Chandler has 
the lowest overall tax burden on our 
residents in the valley. My “Chandler 
Delivers” — on my website — plat-
form outlines other initiatives.

Weninger: It starts with a careful 
watch of taxpayer dollars. When the 
city is disciplined and avoids unnec-
essary spending, it helps keep taxes 
and fees from increasing. Investing in 
preventative maintenance for infra-
structure also avoids more expensive 
repair long-term.

Mayoral Q&A
• From page 28

Achievement
• From page 32
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Announcement Guns/Supplies AC/HeatingGutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Masonry

480-586-8445
SERVICES
• Landscape Maintenance for 
   home owner associations, commericial 
   properties, and residential homes.
• Landscape design and installation 
   for residential properties

www.kjelandscape.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

SELL IT NOW
To place your ad call

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

SHOP With 
Confidence
Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

623-972-6101   iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia
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Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

AANNGGLLEERR
ROOFING

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Design Consultations + 
3D Color Renderings

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

Remodeling

G&G Design & Remodeling

• Home Additions
• Patio Covers
• Kitchens & Baths

����
����	
���
����

623-332-0672 ggdremodeling@cox.net
www.ggdesignremodeling.com �
���������������

���	��� • ����������www.ggdesignremodeling.com

Remodeling Roofi ng

FOR READING 
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent 
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call 

iniusa.org/classifieds
623-972-6101

Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   623-972-6101
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TACOS
IN THE VALLEY

AUTHENTIC JALISCO FLAVOR.
Handcrafted from Tia & Tio’s Family Recipe.

Slow-Cooked. Tradition in Every Bite.

BestBest WEEKLY SPECIALS
AVAILABLE FOR ALL ITEMS

ASADA + $0.50 | SURF AND TURF +$1.00

Monday
BIRRIA COMBO DAY
BIRRIA COMBO #1 (3 BIRRIA 
TACOS + CONSOME + DRINK)

Tuesday
STREET TACO TUESDAY
STREET TACOS
(ANY MEAT. ALL DAY. 
EXCLUDES SURF & TURF) 

Wednesday
BURRITO MADNESS
ANY BURRITO
(CHOICE OF MEAT, INCLUDES BIRRIA 
OR REGULAR BURRITO. NO DRINK.)

Thursday
THIRSTY THURSDAY
FOUNTAIN DRINK OR AGUA FRESCA
WITH PURCHASE OF ANY ENTRÉE.

Friday
FIESTA FRIES
LOADED FRIES
(BIRRIA OR REGULAR MEATS.)

$14
(REG. $17)

$2
(EACH)

$10 
(EACH )

$1

$10
(REG. $13)

698 E Chandler Blvd Suite B
 Chandler, AZ 85225 602-570-4035

tacospotaz.com
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Chandler Blvd

CCatering
Available
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