
Resident asks council to 
pause court permits and 
increase public input as noise 
complaints persist

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A longtime Paradise Valley resi-
dent called for greater transparency 
when new pickleball courts are being 
approved in town.

Terry Greene Sterling, a journal-
ist who has lived in Paradise Valley 
since 1972, raised the issue during 
the town council’s June 11 meeting, 
arguing that residents deserve more 
opportunities to learn about and 
comment on proposed courts before 
permits are issued.

Homeowners o en receive little 
notice or say before projects are ap-
proved despite longstanding commu-
nity concerns about noise, she said.

“We all know that pickleball nui-
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Humble beginnings lay roots for what 
has become a spiritual destination 

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When the Franciscans came to Arizona 
in the 1950s, the area that would soon 
become known as Paradise Valley was 

sparse, littered with dirt roads, horse trails, sta-
bles, and scattered with lodges.

At the time, a Franciscan settlement in the 
still somewhat wild West where there were more 
Protestants than Catholics and more lizards than 
humans may have been a far-out idea.

But the Franciscans, who were dedicated to 
preaching, working hard and serving the poor, 
saw the natural beauty of the Sonoran Desert as 
a place of spiritual retreat, perfect for prayer, re-
fl ection and renewal.

The newcomers envisioned the area fl anked 
by Camelback and Mummy mountains as a 
place where people could follow in the footsteps 
of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, have a rela-
tionship with God and better themselves. 

And so the Franciscan Renewal Center was 
founded as a Catholic retreat on 20 acres by 
the Order of Friars Minor on Nov. 1, 1951. It 
was named Casa de Paz y Bien, or the House 
of Peace and Good, and it predated the incor-
poration of Paradise Valley by 10 years. The or-
der had recently purchased the former Kachina 

• See Franciscan on page 12

• See Pickleball on page 26

Fr. Vincent Nguyen, OFM, addresses the congregation at a Fran-
ciscan Renewal Center Saturday service June 6. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Philip Haldiman)
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By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Democrats Tammy Caputi and Karen Gresham, who 
are running for the two seats open in Legislative District 4 
House race will not have to worry about the July 21 pri-
mary race — they’re already in for their party.

Republicans Pamela Carter, Sandra Christensen and 
Matt Gress, on the other hand, will face off  to seek their 
party’s nomination.

Carter and Gress are the incumbents.
Legislative District 4 covers parts of Paradise Valley,

Scottsdale and Phoenix.
Independent Newsmedia sent out a questionnaire to 

learn about the candidates’ thoughts on the challenges
facing Legislative District 15 now and into the future. 
Carter, Christensen and Gress did not respond.

Aff ordability, school funding top 
issues for LD 4 House race candidates

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The candidates running for the 
Legislative District 4 Senate seat are 
running unopposed in the July 21 pri-
mary race. Incumbent Carine Wer-
ner, of Scottsdale, will be on the Re-
publican ticket while Phoenix native 
Aaron Lieberman will represent the 
Democrats.

Legislative District 4 covers parts 
of Paradise Valley, Scottsdale and 
Phoenix.

Independent Newsmedia sent a 
questionnaire to learn about the can-
didates’ thoughts on the challenges 
facing Legislative District 4 now and 
into the future. Lieberman did not re-
spond.

Carine Werner
Name: Carine Werner.
District: Legislative District 4.
Employment: Small business 

owner.
Community involvement: Scott-

sdale Unifi ed School District school 
board member

Why did you choose to run? As 
an immigrant, mom of three, small 
business owner, school board mem-

ber and community leader, I have 
seen how decisions made at the capi-
tol aff ect families, classrooms and lo-
cal businesses. People in our district 
deserve a strong voice from someone 
who understands their concerns and 
shares their priorities. We have made 
real progress and I am running for re-
election to build on that work for fu-
ture generations.

What do you see as the biggest 
issue facing the state heading into 

the next legislative session? Ris-
ing costs remain one of the biggest
challenges facing Arizona. Housing
is harder to aff ord, grocery bills take 
up more of a family’s budget and
childcare costs place real pressure on
parents. As a small business owner, I
also understand how rising expenses 
aff ect local employers trying to keep
their doors open and support their 
employees. Arizona needs leadership 
focused on lowering costs, supporting
economic growth and creating stabil-
ity for families trying to build a better 
future.

What bills do you plan to intro-
duce to deal with this issue? I sup-
port bills that lower taxes so families 
can keep more of what they earn.
I also back policies that create jobs,
grow small businesses and strengthen
Arizona’s economy. Small businesses
are the backbone of our community,
and the government should make it
easier for them to succeed, not hard-
er. My priorities include responsible
spending, stronger oversight of tax-
payer dollars and stopping fraud in
public programs.

Aff ordability top issue for LD 4 candidate Carine Werner

Carine Werner. (Courtesy Carine Werner)

• See Werner on page 22

• See Election 2026 on page 8

ELECTION 2026

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Arizona elections remain 
secure, Fontes says ahead of 
2026 cycle

As Arizona prepares for another 
closely watched election cycle, Sec-
retary of State Adrian Fontes says 
the state’s biggest election challeng-
es are not technological weaknesses 
but public misunderstanding of how 
elections are administered.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/2we53795

From fastballs to fi ne art, 
former major leaguer fi nds a 
new canvas

Long a er the crowds stopped 
cheering and the radar guns stopped 
fl ashing, John D’Acquisto found 
himself staring at a blank canvas. 

In the 1970s, D’Acquisto was 
one of baseball’s hardest throwers, 
a right-hander whose fastball could 
reach 100 mph at a time when tri-
ple-digit velocity was virtually un-
heard of. 

However, it’s art that has most oc-
cupied his attention in recent years.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/mzxnj8vb

School voucher fi ght ramps 
up over ballot measures 
to alter Arizona’s $1B ESA 
program

Supporters of dueling ballot mea-
sures to either drastically scale back 
Arizona’s ballooning school voucher 
program or tweak it are intensify-
ing eff orts ahead of a July 3 petition 
deadline. 

So are the defenders of Empower-
ment Scholarship Accounts, which 
cost state taxpayers more than $1 
billion this year. 

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/3fpxakne
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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By James Goldmeer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Dolan Ellis stood before a room of ad-
mirers, guitar in hand and a lifetime of Ar-
izona dust on his boots. At 91 years old, 
he remains the state’s offi  cial balladeer, a 
title he has held through the administra-
tions of 14 governors.

He began his performance with a song: 
“I was born about 10,000 years ago,” a tall 
tale claiming he taught the Grand Canyon 
how to be deep and the desert how to be 
dry.

Ellis said he views his age as a collec-
tion of chapters, describing each one as a 
wonderful addition to a story that began 
on a farm in eastern Kansas. He described 
his young self as a misplaced soul who 
knew even as a child that he belonged in 
the desert.

He moved to Arizona in 1959, working 
briefl y in television before his musical ca-
reer blossomed with the Grammy-winning 
folk group The New Christy Minstrels. 
They won a Grammy Award for the top 
singing group in the nation in 1962, per-
formed twice at Carnegie Hall, and were 
regulars on “The Andy Williams Show,” 
reaching 30 million viewers weekly.

Yet, at the height of his fame, Ellis said 
he felt a pull toward home.

“Something was missing,” he said. 
“And what was missing was Arizona.”

He returned home, singing at small 
night clubs and venues before starting 
his own business. In a smaller market like 
Arizona in the 1960s, he said that if he 
did not present his work in a special way, 
nobody would. He opened his own night-
clubs to ensure his music was heard in an 
environment that commanded respect.

The title of offi  cial state balladeer was 
fi rst bestowed upon Ellis in 1966 by Gov. 
Sam Goddard. It was a new position and 
an unsolicited appointment that recog-
nized the value Ellis had already created 
through his music.

Since his designation, Ellis has written 
over 300 songs to further document Ari-
zona’s history, culture and its people.  He 
also founded the Arizona Folklore Pre-
serve, a performance space and museum 
dedicated to uphold the traditions of sto-
ry-telling music.

Ellis spent the following decades sing-
ing closer to home and exploring the 
state’s wilderness, logging more than 1 
million miles in Jeeps, on foot and on 
horseback. He said these travels were the 
source material for more than 300 songs 
documenting the legends, landmarks and 
“desert rats” of the 48th state.

In his new memoir, “Adventures of a 
Balladeer,” Ellis shares 40 stories of show 
business glitz and wilderness survival. 
He said a central theme of the book, and 
his life, is the Navajo concept of Hozho, 
which he defi nes as being in rhythm with 

the universe.
During a recent Heritage Lecture Se-

ries presentation at Goodyear City Hall, 
Ellis told the audience that the secret to 
a fulfi lling life is learning to listen to one’s
“inner voice,” rather than succumbing to 
societal pressures.

“Put yourself into a position where 
you can have a little bit of a breath ... but
you have to shut up and listen,” Ellis said.
“You’ve got to be in quiet places where
those kinds of things will present them-
selves.”

Those quiet places o en led to songs 
immortalizing the people he met, such as 
George Cline, a world-champion cow-
boy from the Tonto Basin whom Ellis
described as a symbol of strength. When 
Cline died, Ellis sang a tribute at his me-
morial, an experience he said brought
tears to the eyes of hardened ranchers.

“How can we say he died when the
memory of a man is so much alive?” Ellis 
sang.

Despite the challenges that come with 
aging, Ellis continues to create. Now liv-
ing in the historic village of Tubac, he
writes songs about the Spanish history of 
the Santa Cruz River Valley.

“I couldn’t retire from songwriting, 
even if I wanted to. It just comes out,” he
said.

Ellis has spent 60 years singing the sto-
ry of Arizona, and he indicated the music 
will only stop when his inner voice falls
silent.

“The door never closes at being a bal-
ladeer,” Ellis said. “It goes 24/7 all the
time. It’s something that I love to do.”

Visit dolanellis.com  for more informa-
tion. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@
iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Arizona’s balladeer looks back on a 60-year musical journey

At 91, Dolan Ellis refl ects on a million miles of wilder-
ness travels, a new memoir and keeping the state’s his-
tory alive. (Independent Newsmedia/James Goldmeer)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR
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Experience a private modern retreat in the heart of Paradise Valley, crafted by award-winning BedBrock Developers with
Drewett Works Architecture. This contemporary residence features a 6-car garage, 12-16 foot ceilings, hand-selected

finishes, and seamless indoor outdoor living centered around the pool and spa. The thoughtfully designed layout includes
four en-suite bedrooms, an office, flex space, an entertainer’s kitchen with formal dining, and a refined one-bedroom casita,

with every detail reflecting BedBrock’s renowned craftsmanship. Reach out for more details and a private tour.

6441 E CHENEY DR. PARADISE VALLEY | ASKING $14,500,000

8,047 SQ.FT. | 4 BED + CASITA | 6-CAR GARAGE

MOVE IN THIS AUGUST

SILJE GARNER & JEROD JOHNSON

C: 602.617.0320

E: REALESTATE@BEDBROCK.COM
W: BEDBROCKREALESTATE.COM
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Tammy Caputi
Name: Tammy Caputi
Age: 57
District: LD4
Hometown: Scottsdale
Employment: Business owner, 

Yale Electric West, Inc.
Community involvement: For-

mer Scottsdale Development Review 
Board Member, former Scottsdale 
City Councilwoman; chairwoman 
of Scottsdale Coalition of Today and 
Tomorrow; 20-plus year member 
of Temple Chai; executive mentor- 
ASU W.P. Carey School of Busi-
ness- MBA program, Fellow- Flinn 
Brown Center for Civic Leadership.

Why did you choose to run? I’m 
running for the House of Represen-
tatives in LD4, a er serving 4 years 
on Scottsdale City Council, to be a 
moderate, forward-thinking voice for 
our state. This is a defi ning moment. 
We can allow dysfunction and divi-
sion to shape Arizona’s future, or we 
can choose leaders who are willing to 
do what’s right. Leaders who have 
the necessary experience and qualifi -
cations to do the job. I will run as hard 
as I can to keep Arizona moving for-
ward: create opportunity, strengthen 
our communities and leave Arizona 
better than we found it for the next 
generation. 

What do you see as the biggest 
issue facing the state heading into 
the next legislative session? The 
biggest issue facing Arizona heading 
into the next legislative session is our 
broken and outdated education fund-
ing system. We’re operating under an 
archaic formula that was built decades 
ago, before we had the diverse range 
of educational options families rely 
on today. Over the years, we’ve lay-
ered new policies on top of old ones. 
The result is a patchwork system 
that’s diffi  cult to understand, hard to 
manage, and doesn’t direct funding 

where it’s needed. Schools are le  
navigating a maze of funding streams, 
families don’t have clarity, and poli-
cymakers can’t guarantee that dollars 
are being used in the way they were 
intended. We should be focused on 
improving outcomes for students and 
supporting teachers, not dealing with 
ineffi  ciencies baked into the system. 
We need a serious overhaul of Arizo-
na’s education funding formula that 
refl ects the realities of today’s educa-
tion landscape, is transparent, and en-
sures accountability. Funding should 
follow students clearly and intention-
ally, and should prioritize classrooms, 
educators, and student success. If we 
don’t fi x the foundation, we’ll keep 
running into the same problems.

What bills do you plan to intro-
duce to deal with this issue? If elect-
ed, I would bring stakeholders, legis-
lative leaders, and education experts 
together to build a modern funding 
formula that refl ects how education 
works in Arizona today. We’ve lay-
ered policy on top of policy for years. 
We need to fi x it deliberately and 
correctly, not rush another patch into 
a broken system. While that work is 
happening, I would move to refer a 
measure to the ballot to renew Prop-

osition 123. Letting it expire in 2025 
was a failure of leadership. Hundreds 
of millions of dollars that were sup-
porting our classrooms are now in 
limbo and negotiations have stalled. 
We can stabilize funding in the short 
term while rebuilding the system for 
the long term. Our schools, teachers 
and students shouldn’t have to pay 
the price while the state fi gures itself 
out.

Why do you think you are the 
best candidate for the position? 
As a business owner, I’ve signed the 
front of paychecks, navigated reces-
sions, dealt with rising costs and sup-
ply chain challenges, and made tough 
decisions to keep people employed. 
I’ve been involved in infrastructure 
projects state-wide. I have fi rst hand 
experience in the issues we deal with 
at the Legislature every day. As a for-
mer Councilwoman, I have a track re-
cord of making bipartisan, fact-based 
decisions that move our communiiy 
forward. 

What are issues do you believe 
could be common ground between 
the political parties during the next 
session? Issues that should be com-
mon ground are: supporting a strong, 
growing economy, quality early 
childhood and K-12 education, low-
ering the cost of living and supporting 
our fi rst responders.

 Karen Gresham
Name: Karen Gresham
Age: 48
District: LD4
Hometown: Phoenix
Employment: Former CPA, sec-

ond-term board member of Madison 
Elementary School District.

Community involvement: Ser-
vice has always been a way of life for 
me. I have volunteered in classrooms, 
supported local schools, worked on 
campaigns and served charitable or-
ganizations. A er losing my mother 
to leukemia at a young age, I became 
a long-time supporter of the former 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 

now Blood Cancer United. I’m also 
a board member and past-president 
of the Arizona Trail Association and
volunteer hike patrol for the City of 
Phoenix, giving back to the state I 
love as an experienced hiker and ultra 
runner.

Why did you choose to run? I
chose to run because as a third-gen-
eration Arizona native, I cannot sit 
idly by while the Legislature passes
reckless bills and budgets. My fami-
ly has called Phoenix home for more 
than 100 years and I want that to 
continue. The current Legislature is
not thinking about the future. The 
people of Arizona need someone who
is no stranger to tough challenges and
willing to fi ght for them. I’m ready to 
take that fi ght to the capitol and I will
ensure that every future Arizonan is
not le  paying the price for today’s 
decisions.

What do you see as the biggest 
issue facing the state heading into
the next legislative session? Aff ord-
ability is at the top of my list. Arizona 
is getting too expensive and families
across the state are feeling the fi nan-
cial burden. Costs of housing, health-

Election 2026
• From page 4

Karen Gresham. (Courtesy Karen Gresham)Tammy Caputi. (Courtesy Tammy Caputi) 

• See Election 2026 on page 28
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6821 E VALLEY VISTA LANE
PAR AD IS E  VALLE Y ,  8 525 3  |  $7,999,995
6 BEDS I 7 BATHS I 7,538 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1.1 ACRES

#1 IN PARADISE VALLEY

4 8 0 . 7 8 8 . 7 5 5 6 4 80 .7 8 8 .7 5 5 6INSTAGRAM  @ J O S H S TAT E LY
J O S H @ S TAT E LY L I V I N G . C O M

I N STAGRAM@ J O S H S TAT E LY
J O S H @ S TAT E LY L I V I N G . C O M

SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $12,000,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $18,750,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $9,100,000
4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD | PARADISE VALLEY, 85253

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

6528 N 60TH STREET
PAR AD IS E  VALLE Y ,  8 525 3  |  $ 15 , 3 8 8 , 8 8 8

6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,262 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

5248 E ARROYO RD
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $ 15 ,950 ,000

4 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 9,287 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

SOLD: $14,275,000
6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-

RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

 REPRESENTED BUYER

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

SOLD: $16,250,000
5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED SELLER

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PA RA D I SE  VA LLEY ,  85253  |  $9, 288 , 888

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SQ FT ON 1 ACRE

4715 N LAUNFAL AVE
PHOEN IX ,  85018  |  $ 8 ,999,999

6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,332 SQ FT ON NEARLY A 1.1 ACRES

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PAR AD IS E  VALLE Y ,  8 525 3  |  $ 5 ,999,999

5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE

6840 E HORSESHOE ROAD
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $6 , 250 ,000
4 BEDS | 6 BATHS | 5,568 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1.2 ACRES

5924 E NORTH LANE
PA RA D I SE  VA LLEY ,  85253  |  $ 1 , 350 ,000

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2,167 SQ FT
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Lodge property on Lincoln Drive and 
converted it. 

The new home certainly was not 
the lap of luxury that Paradise Valley 
has come to be known for. But now, 
75 years later, the humble beginnings 
have retained its religious underpin-
nings and become a spiritual oasis 
for Franciscan renewal, healing and 
education that attracts people from 
around the globe — last fi scal year, 
23,360 people attended retreats at the 
Casa, as it has come to be known. 

The Franciscan Renewal Center 
will have a formal 75th anniversary 
celebration in March 2027.

The Franciscan religion began in 
the 13th century by Saint Francis of 
Assisi, and Fr. Page Polk, OFM, Rec-
tor at the Casa, said Assisi’s traditions 
continue in Paradise Valley today. 

As the Casa celebrates its milestone 
birthday, it also continues an 800-
year tradition of gratitude, hospitality 
and the courage and humility to begin 
again, Polk said.

“The Franciscan way is rooted in 

recognizing the dignity of every per-
son and creating spaces where people 
feel welcomed and accepted just as 
they are,” he said. “For generations, 
community members, friars, and staff  
have worked together to embody that 
spirit and create a true place of be-
longing. And while the world around 
us has changed, our commitment to 
accompaniment and renewal remains 
at the heart of who we are.”

Over the years, the Franciscan Re-
newal Center has hosted thousands 
of retreats, focusing on a variety of 
subjects ranging from grief and loss to 
mental health. 

Experience Scottsdale President 
and CEO Rachel Sacco said the tra-
dition of hospitality remains a staple 
at the Casa. 

The Franciscan Renewal Center 
has long welcomed visitors to Para-
dise Valley and Scottsdale, off ering 
them a place of worship during their 
stays, as well as longer spiritual re-
treats, she said.

“On a more personal note, I have 
been a parishioner of the Franciscan 
Renewal Center ever since I was a 
student at Arizona State University. 
Over the years, my family has cele-
brated many milestones there, from 
weddings to baptisms,” Sacco said. 
“The Casa is a place of peace, tran-
quility and learning for residents and 
visitors alike, and I am grateful that it 
has been part of this community and a 
destination for 75 years.”  

Last fi scal year, the Casa experi-
enced a variety of church and minis-
try highlights.

The church had 48 infant baptisms, 

56 fi rst communions and 55 confi r-
mations. The ministry donated 3.3 
tons of food for St. Vincent de Paul 
and Vista del Camino food banks, and 
completed two Habitat for Humanity 
homes for local families.

Many say the theme of beginning 
again has been foundational to the 
draw at the Franciscan Renewal Cen-
ter.

Paradise Valley Councilmember 
Anna Thomasson says she is a die-
hard Catholic who found the Casa 35 
years ago when she was going through 
a divorce. She said at the time she 
was feeling rejected and abandoned, 
but the Casa became a refuge to her, 
a place where she could go and feel 
welcomed and accepted. She said the 
spiritual gi  of Franciscan charism, or 
radical Gospel living, won her over.

“The Franciscan Renewal Center 
off ers such a strong sense of social jus-
tice and welcomes all people, includ-
ing those who may feel marginalized,” 
she said. “It’s a place of joyful worship 
and also a sense of humor that puts me 
in a calm and grounded place.” 

Senior News Editor Philip Haldi-
man can be reached at phaldiman@
iniusa.org, or on X @philiphaldiman. 
Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpin-
ions@inusua.org. We are committed 
to publishing a wide variety of reader 
opinions, as long as they meet our Civil-
ity Guidelines.

Franciscan
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Groundbreaking for the 1954 church, including Mike the dog. (Courtesy Franciscan Renewal)

Benediction of the Guadalupe Shrine, Fr. Victor Bucher. (Courtesy Franciscan Renewal)

An aerial view of the Franciscan Renewal Center 
site. (Courtesy Franciscan Renewal)
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A personal commitment to 
Paradise Valley

Paradise Valley is more than just a 
beautiful place to live — it’s a com-
munity people care deeply about. For 
more than 20 years, my family and 

I have proudly called 
Paradise Valley home 
because of its quiet 
neighborhoods, stun-
ning mountain views, 
open space and un-
matched quality of life. 
It remains one of the 

best places in Arizona to raise a fam-
ily, and I’m running for Town Coun-
cil to help preserve and strengthen 
everything that makes our town so 
special.

Over the years, I’ve had the priv-
ilege of serving our community in 
many ways, including six years on 
the Paradise Valley Planning Com-
mission, two as chairman. I also lead 
the monthly Paradise Valley Men’s 
Breakfast meetings and serve as 
chairman of the Arizona Town Hall 
Board of Directors. These experi-
ences have reinforced my belief that 
the best communities are built when 
people work together respectfully, 
thoughtfully and with a shared sense 
of purpose.

Paradise Valley faces important 
challenges, including protecting local 
control from increasing state interfer-
ence. Decisions about our neighbor-
hoods, public safety and quality of 
life should be made by residents and 
leaders who know this community 
best — not by state lawmakers or the 
governor. I will continue standing up 
for Paradise Valley’s voice and pro-
tect the character of our town.

We must continue investing in crit-
ical infrastructure, particularly storm-
water improvements that protect 
homes and neighborhoods during 
heavy rain. Honoring our limited 
government approach, we must sup-

port thriving resorts, maintain beau-
tiful streets and public spaces, and 
ensure Paradise Valley remains one of 
Arizona’s safest communities.

I believe Paradise Valley’s best 
days are ahead. With thoughtful 
leadership, collaboration, and a com-
mitment to residents fi rst, we can 
preserve our unique character while 
building a strong future for genera-
tions to come. It would be an honor 
to receive your vote. Learn more at 
Wastchak.com.

Daran Wastchak
PARADISE VALLEY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

Bob Brown and Anna 
Thomasson have what 
Paradise Valley needs

When voting in the upcoming 
elections for members of the town 
council, it is important to choose 
people with track records of success 
that show leadership. Straight shoot-
ers with strong character who deliver 
results, not just attend meetings.

That is why my wife, Carol, and I 
are voting for Bob Brown and Anna 
Thomasson. We don’t just guess at 
their character; we have known them 
for years and we know it.

As a police volunteer for 18 years, I 
worked with Bob for nearly a decade. 
He was, and is, highly respected 
throughout the department. He is in 
his third year of service on the Plan-
ning Commission. And his success 
in the private sector is well known, 
building and running his communi-
ty management company for many 
years. I was one of his customers. 

Anna also had a very successful 
career in business as a management 
consultant, working with Fortune 
500 companies; a tough job requiring 
long, long hours and enormous en-
ergy.  During her eight years on the 
town council, she has proven herself, 
time and again, to have studied the 
issues and acted with knowledge, in-
tegrity and tact.

Both are sharp business profession-
als, now retired, who have a deep love 
for this town. Most importantly, they 
know how to work with people, tone 
down the useless rhetoric and get 
things done. 

 Neither candidate has an outside 
agenda or other political aspirations. 
Their only focus is on the residents of 
Paradise Valley. We need leaders with 
the backbone to protect our public 
safety, fi scal discipline, low-density 
zoning and unique way of life. Bob 
Brown and Anna Thomasson meet 
that need. 

They have earned our vote, and 
they deserve yours.

Rick Adams
PARADISE VALLEY

Don’t trade liberty for the 
illusion of keeping kids safe 
online

In the fi nal days of the state leg-
islative session, Arizonans should 
be watching House Bill 2991, an 
age-verifi cation mandate that would 
require residents to prove who they 
are before they can speak, read or 
browse online.

Parents are rightly worried about 
what children encounter online. The 
last thing government should do is 
make it harder for parents to pro-
tect their kids. Good intentions have 
never been a suffi  cient substitute for 
thoughtful, common-sense public 
policy.

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter. • See Opinion on page 18

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Daran Wastchak
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If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation.  Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.

azarchitecture.com

#1 Real Estate Agent  
Ranking Arizona 2026

REAL ESTATE

Knowledge Experience Marketing Service

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley • 1961–2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing 
distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach. 
For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of 
our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this 
inspirational artistic beacon.
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 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!

Start with the bill’s requirements: 
every adult in Arizona would hand 
over a government ID or other sen-
sitive personal information just to 
access lawful content. The Repub-
lican Liberty Caucus opposes any 
government pre-authorization before 
citizens can exercise constitutional-
ly protected freedoms. Mandating a 
digital ID checkpoint at the entrance 
to the internet is permission to speak, 
granted by the state.

It also wouldn’t work. The bill 
stops at the app store, but children 
don’t. They roam the open web, 
gaming consoles, and school laptops 
— none of which the mandate touch-
es.

The bill creates a First Amend-
ment problem. Courts have repeat-
edly struck down age-verifi cation 

schemes because they burden adult
speech to regulate minors. Arizona 
taxpayers would foot a bill litigating 
a predicable loss.

Ask who benefi ts. The largest plat-
forms can absorb compliance costs;
the Arizona startup cannot. That 
is not protecting families — it is a
protection racket or a liability shield
wearing the costume of protecting
kids.

The right answer is to strengthen 
parental authority — device controls,
fi lters, account settings — not depu-
tize government as gatekeepers of ev-
ery Arizonan’s online life.

So, call your legislators. Tell them
to slow down. Read the bill. Ask who
holds the data, who pays, and who
benefi ts. Then amend it or defeat 
it. Liberty is rarely lost in a single 
dramatic vote but is lost in the rush,
when no one is looking.

Suzanne Klapp
SCOTTSDALE

OPINION
Opinion
• From page 14

Kasai Japanese Steakhouse, the ex-
periential teppanyaki and sushi desti-
nation that’s been locally owned and 
operated by the Russello family in 
Scottsdale for 25 years, has been sold 
by the Russellos to Scottsdale-based 
restaurant group EDGI, led by entre-
preneur Robert Stidham.

EDGI will continue operating 

Kasai, 14344 N Scottsdale Road, as 
guests know while preparing to fran-
chise the concept nationally, accord-
ing to a press release

Kasai fi rst opened in Scottsdale in 
2001 and has built a reputation for 
teppanyaki dining, sushi and dinner-
tainment.

Kasai Japanese Steakhouse 
sold to Scottsdale business

Scottsdale-based 
restaurant group 
EDGI, plans to fran-
chise Kasai Japa-
nese Steakhouse. 
(Courtesy Kasai Jap-
anese Steakhouse)
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RETSY is Arizona’s exclusive Forbes Global Properties partner, connecting the Valley to a worldwide network 
of buyers and sellers through the most trusted name in wealth. Our dedicated support staff  ensures agents 

can focus on what matters most: their clients and their business. With no franchise fees and a culture built on 
values and results, it’s no surprise that many of the Valley’s top producers choose RETSY.
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By Matt Loeschman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona schools are still struggling 
with a major teacher shortage as thou-
sands of educators leave the profession 
each year and districts work to keep 
classrooms staff ed.

According to data from the Arizo-
na Department of Education and the 
Arizona School Personnel Adminis-
trators Association, more than 8,600 
teachers — about 14% of the state’s 
teaching workforce — leave the pro-
fession annually. The ongoing turn-
over has le  many schools scrambling 
to fi ll positions and relying on tempo-
rary staffi  ng solutions.

Across Arizona, more than 4,200 
teaching jobs are currently being fi lled 
by long-term substitutes or educators 
who do not hold standard teaching 
certifi cation. Another 1,400 positions 
remain vacant, and schools face more 
than 1,000 unexpected teacher depar-
tures during the school year.

In some years, the shortage has be-
come so severe that more than half of 
all fi lled teaching vacancies have been 
staff ed by individuals who do not meet 
traditional certifi cation requirements.

Burnout and low pay remain key 
challenges

For many educators, burnout is the 
biggest reason for leaving the class-
room.

Nearly one in four departing teach-
ers cite overwhelming workloads, 
classroom challenges, and limited ad-
ministrative support as factors in their 
decision to leave. Many also point to 
diffi  culties managing student behavior 

and a lack of resources to address dis-
cipline concerns.

Pay remains another major issue. 
While teacher salaries in Arizona have 
risen in recent years, many educators 
say compensation still does not refl ect 
the demands of the job. Dissatisfaction 
with pay consistently ranks among the 
top reasons teachers choose to leave 
the profession.

The shortage is also putting addi-
tional pressure on teachers who re-
main. To cover staffi  ng gaps, about 
24% of Arizona educators work under 
“sixth-fi  h contracts,” which require 
them to teach an extra class during pe-
riods that would normally be used for 
lesson planning and preparation.

Education experts warn that losing 
planning time can increase stress, con-
tribute to burnout, and make it even 
harder for schools to retain experi-
enced teachers.

Some districts are feeling the im-
pact more than others

Although teacher shortages are af-
fecting schools statewide, some dis-
tricts are experiencing especially high 
turnover rates.

The Phoenix Elementary School 
District and the Isaac Elementary 
School District both reported attrition 
rates of around 20%, meaning roughly 
one in fi ve teachers le  the profession.

Several charter school organiza-
tions reported even higher turnover. 
Edkey Inc., Vista College Prep, Ar-
izona Autism Charter Schools, and 
Archway Classical Academy all re-
corded attrition rates exceeding 25%.

High turnover can create instabili-
ty in schools, disrupt student learning, 
increase hiring costs, and place added 
strain on remaining staff .

Schools are looking for solutions
State education leaders and local 

districts have launched several initia-
tives aimed at recruiting and retaining 
more teachers.

The Arizona Department of Ed-
ucation has expanded support pro-
grams for new educators, recognizing 
that teachers are o en most likely to 
leave during their fi rst few years in the 
classroom.

Many districts have also invested in 
“grow-your-own” teacher programs, 
which help community members 
transition into teaching careers. These 
programs typically recruit individuals 
who already hold bachelor’s degrees, 
provide mentorship and classroom ex-
perience, and support participants as 
they earn their teaching certifi cation 
while working in schools.

In return, participants usually agree 
to teach in the district for a set num-
ber of years. Supporters say these 
programs help build a stronger local 
pipeline of educators and increase the 
likelihood that teachers will stay in the 
communities where they work.

Despite these eff orts, education 
leaders acknowledge that Arizona’s 
teacher shortage will not be solved 
overnight. Many educators argue that 
improving working conditions, pro-
tecting planning time, and off ering 
more competitive salaries will be crit-
ical if schools hope to keep qualifi ed 
teachers in Arizona classrooms for the 
long term.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Teacher shortage persists as burnout and 
turnover strain schools

Filling teaching positions in Arizona schools remains a growing problem. (Metro Creative Connection)

EDUCATION
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Why do you think you are the 
best candidate for the position?
I bring local experience, state-lev-
el leadership and a record of taking 
on diffi  cult issues. On the Scotts-
dale school board, I worked directly 
on issues aff ecting parents, students 
and teachers. In the Senate, I have 
focused on education, public safety, 
healthcare and government oversight. 
I listen to families, educators, law en-
forcement, healthcare professionals 
and community leaders. Then I turn 

their concerns into action. I ask hard
questions and stand up for taxpayers
when the government fails. My goal
is to deliver results people can see and
trust.

What are the issues you believe
could be common ground between
the political parties during the
next session? Protecting children,
improving schools and creating saf-
er neighborhoods should bring peo-
ple together. In the Senate, I have
learned how important it is to work
with both sides to pass bills and deliv-
er results. Families want leaders who
stay focused on solutions that make
everyday life better in Arizona.

Werner
• From page 4

Furniture retailer Joybird is ex-
panding to Arizona with its new 
Scottsdale location.

The new showroom is open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and is locat-
ed at 15836 N. Scottsdale Road, ac-
cording to a press release. 

The showroom off ers a product 
assortment of both local and national 
top sellers for home design enthusiasts 
and interior designers. Also off ered is 

free design services such as a Modu-
lar Sofa Builder, 3D Room Scanner, 
3D space planner and more.

The design services are meant to 
help customers accurately and quick-
ly measure their room and visualize 
the fi nished product at home before 
making a purchase.

For more information, visit https://
joybird.com/showrooms/scottsdale/.

Furniture retailer opens new showroom
Joybird is opening its fi rst showroom in Arizona in Scottsdale. (Joybird)
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Super Star Car Wash, a car wash 
chain with multiple locations in Ar-
izona including Scottsdale, is hold-
ing a fundraising campaign to benefi t 
Feed the Children at the end of the 
month of June.

The campaign will take place from 
June 26 to June 28 at participating lo-
cations. Every purchase of a retail car 
wash will result in a $1 donation from 
Super Star to Feed the Children, as 

part of its eff ort to address summer 
hunger among children and families, 
according to a press release.

Funds raised will help support 
Feed the Children’s eff orts to provide 
food and essential items to children 
and families experiencing hardship 
and hunger during the summer. 

For more information, visit https://
tinyurl.com/47r4b5t8.

Super Star Car Wash raising 
funds for Feed the Children

Super Star Car Wash is hosting a three-day campaign to raise money for Feed the Children from June 
26-28. (Super Star Car Wash)
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CREATE A GRAND ENTRANCE

602.508.0800  | liwindow.com  | 4454 E. Thomas Rd. | Phoenix, AZ 85018
Mon-Thurs 8:30-5p.m. | Fri 8:30-4p.m. | Sat 9-1p.m. | ROC#179513

No matter the style of your home,

Therma-Tru has doors that match almost any architectural style to help you create a lasting impression.

Dr. Joe Gerard DDS

Free ConsultationFree Consultation

623-933-1111
10001 W Bell Rd Ste. 123

Sun City, AZ 85351

602-788-4040
3010 E Cactus Rd

Phoenix, AZ 85032

• Onsite Denture Lab
• Same Day repairs/relines
• Implants placed and restored
• Serving the valley for 30 years
• Full Service Dentistry
• Sedation offered with surgery
• Financing Available
• Price match available

$3,499  Lower Dentures
With 2 Implants

arizonadental.com
info@arizonadental.com

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org
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4-month, 7-month, 
or 11-month CD

3.65%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 5/1/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit required to 
open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC.

6929 E Shea Blvd • Scottsdale
480-596-0883

WESTERNBANKS.COM

sance noise is a national problem,” she 
said, noting some wealthy municipal-
ities have banned pickleball courts 
altogether while others have changed 
zoning setbacks and still others have 
revamped noise ordinances to com-
port with 21st century technology.

“Rising noise levels from pickleball 
in Paradise Valley neighborhoods are 
undermining the qualities that at-
tracted residents to the community,” 
Greene Sterling continued. “The fu-
ture of Paradise Valley as a peaceful 
desert refuge is at stake. Our neigh-
borhood knows that fi rsthand.”

She said four years ago the town 
permitted pickleball courts to be built 
on the property next to hers and, 
since then, the noise hasn’t stopped. 

“The noise is nerveshattering. It 
feels like an ongoing assault,” she 
said. “Those of us living close to the 
courts can’t be outside when pickle-
ball is played for hours on end. We 
have lost the right to the peaceful en-
joyment of our property.”

The residents near the court not 
only lost their peaceful property but 
possibly money, Greene Sterling 
claimed. 

“One real estate expert suggests 
property resale values may decline 
10 to 20% if pickleball courts are 
constructed close to the property for 
sale,” she added.

According to Councilmember Kar-
en Liepmann, pickleball is a health 
concern that can cause real stress. 

“Studies have shown that exposure 
to pickleball noise negatively aff ects 
nearby neighbors,” she said in an 
email statement. “The intermittent, 
high-pitched sound of hard plastic 
balls striking hard pickleball paddles 
can trigger a stress response, increase 
heart rates and trigger acute anxiety.” 

None of the problems her neigh-
borhood faces are of their own mak-
ing and she does not wish for other 
Paradise Valley residents to have the 
same issues arise, Greene Sterling 
said. 

“We neighbors have a long and 
well documented history of vary-
ing concerns about pickleball to the 
town,” she said. “I don’t want future 
Paradise Valley residents to endure 
what we endured and are still endur-
ing in our neighborhood.”

The comments come from zoning 
discussions at the May 14 council 
meeting where the council direct-
ed staff  to come back with updates 
to city codes regarding pickleball 
courts, Councilmember Ellen An-
deen-Keller stated in an email. 

“This has been an ongoing issue 
that we are addressing,” she stated. 

Mayor Mark Stanton said the 

council plans to address the issues at
a future meeting some time in the fall, 
although an offi  cial date has not been 
set. 

“I am so very, very grateful to you 
all for considering regulating pickle-
ball via the town zoning and sound 
ordinances,” Greene Sterling said. 

Greene Sterling closed her public 
comment asking the council to ad-
dress two things in the future. 

“Please pause pickleball permits
until you have decided how to move 
forward and how to regulate pick-
le ball,” she said. “Please notify and
seek the input of residents living near
proposed pickle ball courts before 
permits are issued.”

Councilmember Liepmann said 
she welcomes the council’s compre-
hensive discussion of pickleball-relat-
ed issues in Paradise Valley. 

“This would include educating 
residents about using quieter equip-
ment, limiting the hours when pickle-
ball may be played on outside courts,
and encouraging the installation of  
acoustic barriers,” she said. “I would
also encourage the town to be more
diligent in enforcing existing permit-
ting requirements and nuisance regu-
lations.”  

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Pickleball
• From page 1

A pickleball court at G.R. Herberger Park sits empty on June 16, thanks to the 111-degree summer 
heat. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 

FROM THE COVER
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10719 E RIMROCK DR  |  SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85255
6 Bed •  10 Bath •  13,961 SQFT •  9 Acres •  Desert Star Construction •  $18,900,000

480.206.6920 | Mikhail@PVLuxuryAgent.com | www.MikhailQuijada.com

0,000

480 206 6920 | Mikh il@PVL

Escape to
Silverleaf
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Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

Delta Dental of Arizona – head-
quartered in Scottsdale – contrib-
uted $2,005,743 to worthy causes, 
positively impacting 724,544 people 
across the state’s 15 counties in 2025.

Delta Dental of Arizona leads 
several long-term initiatives aimed 
at education and access to health 
and wellness across Arizona, both 
through an annual grant program and 
key partnerships statewide, accord-
ing to a press release.

This includes a partnership with 
Arizona PBS to educate children on 
good oral health, the Delta Dental 
of Arizona Oral Health Clinic at St. 
Vincent de Paul, work with Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital and the Banner 
Health Foundation Hospital Oral 
Care and Periodontal Disease Edu-
cation program.

By the numbers:
•$2,005,743 was donated to im-

prove health and wellness in Arizona.
•122 Arizona nonprofi ts were 

touched by Delta Dental of Arizona.
•155,862 toothbrushes, 149,064

tubes of toothpaste, and 127,872 
dental fl oss pods were donated in Ar-
izona.

•907 hours of volunteer service 
were completed by Delta Dental of 
Arizona employees.

•55,239 children received free
dental screenings through Delta Den-
tal of Arizona.

•2.8 million meals were provided 
for Arizona families through Delta 
Dental of Arizona.

Delta Dental of Arizona gave over $2 
million to worthy causes in 2025

The Delta Dental of Arizona team volunteering. 
(Courtesy of Delta Dental of Arizona)

care, utilities, groceries, gas — all of it 
has gotten out of hand.

What bills do you plan to intro-
duce to deal with this issue? I plan to 
introduce bills that demand responsi-
ble, transparent state budgeting while 
protecting funding for public educa-
tion, infrastructure, and public safety, 
lowering housing costs, and growing 
the economy through education and 
workforce development.

Why do you think you are the 
best candidate for the position? I 
have years of accounting and gov-
erning experience that make me the 
ideal candidate to cut wasteful spend-
ing and make sure our tax dollars are 
spent wisely and transparently on is-

sues that aff ect us all.
What are issues you believe

could be common ground between
the political parties during the next
session? Long-term solutions to our
water and energy needs are surely
common ground as both are crucial
to Arizona’s future. There is a role
for the state government in ensuring
reliable, aff ordable power and water.
Corporations, not rate payers, should
pay for their own infrastructure and
transmission improvements. Long
term, there needs to be coordination
between all stakeholders to address
the loss of Colorado River water and
to manage Arizona’s ground water.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Election 2026
• From page 8
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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Plus
Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 7/31/26.
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SUPPORT LOCAL  SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISMJOURNALISM

17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Suite 230, Sun City, AZ 85373
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________________
Email (if you want us to sign you up for our free newsletter):  
_______________________________________________________

SUPPORT LOCAL  SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISMJOURNALISM

$20 each for M-XL
$25 for 2X

Please include Please include 
$$4 4  

for shipping for shipping 
and handlingand handling

T-shirts can also be picked up at the office if you’d rather not receive them in the mail.
Call 623-972-6101 or email customerservice@iniusa.org

WITH AWITH A SEMIQUINSENSATIONAL SEMIQUINSENSATIONAL
    DEAL! In celebration of America’s In celebration of America’s 

semiquincentennial, we are selling semiquincentennial, we are selling 
t-shirts to support our newsroom t-shirts to support our newsroom 
operations. Your purchase will help us operations. Your purchase will help us 
maintain the community news you love. maintain the community news you love. 
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T-shirts
Call 6

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  
EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Fountain Hills • July 7, 2026 • Fountain Hills Community Center
Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet

Scottsdale Fashion Week has an-
nounced its model casting calls for 
the 2026 event, providing emerging 
models the chance to showcase their 
talent on the runway.

Following strong turnout and de-
mand from last year’s casting calls, 
Scottsdale Fashion Week has ex-
panded to three casting dates for 
2026, according to a press release.

Models selected through the cast-
ing process will have the opportunity 
to walk in this year’s Scottsdale Fash-
ion Week runway presentations and 
meet with agents from the FORD/
Robert Black Agency.

Casting calls will take place at the 
following locations:

• Aug. 15, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
Empire Scottsdale, 3625 N. Bishop
Lane.

• Aug. 22, from 33 p.m. to 5 p.m. at
Senna House Hotel Scottsdale, Cu-
rio Collection by Hilton, and CALA,
7501 E. Camelback Road.

• Sept. 12, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
at Corella & Co, 4235 N. Marshall
Way.

Model casting calls are open to in-
dividuals ages 16 and older of all gen-
ders.

There is a $35 audition fee for all
participants.

Participants can preregister for the
casting calls at ScottsdaleFashion-
Week.com/casting-calls.

Scottsdale Fashion Week 
conducting model casting calls

NEIGHBORS

Aspiring models ages 16 and up are invited to participate in Scottsdale Fashion Week model casting
call. (Courtesy Skaja Lee/Wikimedia Commons)
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Announcement Full Time Health Care

Remodeling

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Design Consultations + 
3D Color Renderings

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATESEMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

azobits@iniusa.org
Starting at $

for one column by t -inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

Roofi ng

  
Post your Items for Sale                        at YourValley.net

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

SELL IT NOW
To place your ad call

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

Get a quick response to
any item you may be selling

with a classified ad.
Email us at: azads@iniusa.org

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

call
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds
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