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50 Faces of Surprise

Residents predict
what city will look

like in 2076

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT
NEWSMEDIA

What you are hold-
ing is a newspaper.

Those may not be
around in 2076, but in
case it is, this won’t be
much of an artifact for
future generations.

But if it’s not, this is
how news was deliv-
ered in Surprise back in
the 20th and early 21st
centuries.

This paper will be
part of a collection of
historical items the
city of Surprise is put-
ting in a time capsule
to be opened in 50
years.

This issue makes up
50 faces of Surprise,
from city and commu-
nity leaders to regular
residents and kids.

It shows what they
think life will be like in

Surprise in 2076.
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,
Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 7/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.
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SOLSTICE

AProvincial Senior Living Community

Once You're Here, You're Home

When you choose Solstice at Sun City West, you're choosing to have the
health and wellness support you desire as well as the diverse programming
and vibrant lifestyle you deserve.

Call today to schedule a tour! 623.584.1999

SolsticeAtSunCityWest.com
18626 N Spanish Garden Drive
Sun City West, AZ 85375 o=

©2026 Provincial Senior Living. All rights reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or
withdrawal without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and operated by Provincial Senior Living.

70 oz Nylon Carpet Waterproof
Now on Sale Vinyl
Starting at F|00ring
Your full service $5 . 9 9 SFinstalled Starting at

flooring store.
Proudly Sewing
THE WEST VALLEY
forover 2.5 YEARS

SFinstalled

*Trim pieces not included.

*6.89"

“We service what we sell!”

Carpet, Tile, Furniture
and Area Rug Cleaning

20% OFF

Carpet Cleaning,
Tile and Grout Cleaning for life

when you buy flooring from us*
*Minimum charges apply

Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

12 MONTH NO INTEREST LIC #150139
FINANCING AVAILABLE - -

13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS
ON SALE
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BilGg) TIRES.

BIGJTIRES

TREAD,

TOYO TIRES

( & > COOPERTIRES

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES
WITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE
VALID THRU 7/5/2026

$4995

| FULL SYNTHETIC

b 31995

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

LUBE CHASSIS* - REPLACE FILTER °» 22 POINT INSPECTION

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products + Valid at particioating locations » Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's
Valid at participating locations + Most cars and light trucks « Shop supplies additional  Plus up to $6 disposal fee + Excludes Diesels + “Lube chassis where applicable
Not valid with other offers » No cash value « See store for details + Charge for additional service/barts, if needed » Expires 7-31-26 » SUR-626

* BEAT THE HEAT!

1 9 Plus Freon,
Evac & Recharge

A/C PERFORMANCE
CHECK

We’'ll thoroughly inspect your compressor,
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

TOTAL AUTO CARE

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On)
Brakes ¢ Alignments
Suspension & Steering
Batteries ¢ Faulty Windows
All Routine Maintenance

WE SELL
AND INSTALL
GOLF TIRES

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA « Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional « With coupon « Not valid with any other offer
Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expires 7-31-26 + SUR-626

_______BIGOTIRES |
SURPRISE - 14023 W. GRAND AVE - 623-537-7911

SURPRISE - 16880 W. WADDELL RD - 623-975-4200
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Get In Touch by phone
or email

230, Sun City AZ 85373

® 623-972-6101
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This publication is offered
free of charge in an effort to
keep our neighbors informed,
as well as to support the local
business owners who make
up our community. Please
support their business. Every
effort is made to avoid errors,
misspellings and omissions.

If an error comes to your
attention, please accept our
sincere apologies and notify us.

This newspaper

is recyclable,

biodegradable and
contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights
reserved. No part of this
publication can be printed
or reproduced without the
publication’s permission.
Independent Newsmedia Inc.,
USA, assumes no responsibility
for unsolicited material.

17220 N. Boswell Blvd.,Ste.

Big fireworks show expected for America 250

City celebrating milestone day
with festivities in City Center

This year’s Surprise Independence Day event
will feature a variety of food trucks and DJ music in-
side both Surprise Community and Mark Coronado
parks, along with a fireworks show beginning at 8:45
p.m.

The following are sites of celebration:

+ Surprise Community Park, 16089 N. Bullard
Ave. Enjoy D] music before the fireworks show. Food
trucks will be along Bullard Avenue beginning at 6
p.m. Personal grills and alcohol are not permitted.

+ Mark Coronado Park, 15960 N. Bullard Ave.
Open to the public as a viewing area for fireworks.
Guests can enjoy DJ music and food trucks available
inside the park before the show.

+ Surprise Aquatic Center, 15831 N. Bullard Ave.
The “Red, White and Pool Party” is for residents
from 6-9 p.m. for games and swimming. Stay to enjoy
a poolside view of the fireworks. Tickets are $6 per
person and registration is limited to the first 400 resi-
dents at surpriseaz.gov/SurpriseRec (click Aquatics).

Visit surpriseaz.gov/Independence or call 623-
222-2000.

IFYOU GO

What: Surprise Independence Day fireworks
When: 8:45 p.m. Saturday, July 4

Where: Surprise Community and Mark Coronado
parks in City Center

Admission: Free
Information: surpriseaz.gov/independence

Onlookers watch as fireworks light up the Surprise sky just north of the Surprise Community Park on
July 4, 2025. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

Bullard closed for fireworks traffic on July 4

Bullard Avenue will be closed be-
tween Tierra Buena and Paradise lanes
on July 4.

Parking lots at city of Surprise build-
ings around Surprise Stadium will be
open for those wishing to watch this
year’s fireworks from their cars.

Event parking will be available at the
following locations:

+ Surprise Stadium parking lot, north

of the stadium.

+ Surprise Community Park.

+ Overflow parking south of Tierra
Buena, between Bullard and Civic Cen-
ter Drive.

+ Overflow parking north of Paradise,
between Bullard and Civic Center.

+ Accessible parking will be available
in the southeast portion of the Surprise
Stadium parking lot and the southwest

end of the Surprise Aquatic Center.

No parking will be allowed along
Civic Center Drive.

Personal fireworks and sparklers are
not permitted, nor are personal grills.

Pop-up tents are welcome, but they
must be properly secured with stakes or
weights.

Visit  surpriseaz.gov/Independence
or call 623-222-2000.
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2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!
Ao TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO

Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

13701 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

r-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_1

AAA MEMBERS ..
GET15%OFFLABOR @ BEAT cmeest
A d nspection
UPTOS150.00 AE{);(R’:PE’" Complete vephicle health check
« Engine Light Scan I H E A/C System Tune-Up

Restore cold, efficient cooling

* Estimate Comparison H E A I ! Cabin Air Filter/HVAC

; Cleaner air, better airflow
* Fluids & SUMMER SPECIAL

Air Pressure Check Battery Test & Inspection
I Check battery health & charging
15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up 1o §150.00 [ Full Coolant Exchange

o e e me o~ BB E=BE meg=ge ==pwew= = 01 | Protect engine from overheating

I LU B E o I L F I LT E R ’ T I R E I I Plus sales tax. Up top 160Z freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined
| ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, AlR | L o o s e e e L e e e o
& CABIN FILTER I~ " COMPLETE FLUID |
Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 | EXCHANGE PACKAGE '
. [ F FAFARS !

or FULL Synthetic $149.99 1S Q0 i e, |
Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. Transmission Service (up to 5 quarts
of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil. I I of transmission fluid), Cooling System
[

Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined Service (up to 2 gallons of coolant)
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 7/31/26 Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

USE, OIL, FILTER | [UBk, oi, Fiten || ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT |

9 9 S 99 1I1 elps prevent early tire
2 4 5 9 I i S 8 9 g\/hgeel vl.\:ezlz' vrith co;lputgritzed

Frequent, vital engine maintenance Frequent, vital engine maintenance H
includes refill up to 5 qts. of includes refill up to 5 qts. of accurac_y' Plus we II?Spect
steering/suspension.

semi synthetic 5W-30 oil.

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE

@7 Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 « We Honor Most Extended Warranties ¢
Approved Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737 '~

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Vans, trucks, Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
I Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

full synthetic 5W-30 oil. I I
I

Auto Repair Technicians
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City reminds residents of firework laws

America 250 celebrations to
allow private use until July 6

As residents plan Independence
Day celebrations, here’s a quick over-
view of fireworks use within Surprise
city limits:

The use of consumer fireworks is
allowed on private property within
city limits, with the property owner’s
consent, through Monday, July 6.

During this period, fireworks use
is still prohibited between 11 p.m.
through 8 a.m. the following day. But
on Saturday, July 4, there is an ex-
emption allowing the use of consum-
er fireworks between 11 p.m. through
1 a.m. Sunday, July 5

State law calls for the sale of per-
missible consumer fireworks from
May 20 through July 6.

The minimum age for purchasing
consumer fireworks is 16 years old.

‘While consumer fireworks are per-

mitted on private property within the
city limits, they are still illegal to use
anywhere on public property, includ-
ing streets, sidewalks and parks.

Residents in HOA communities
should be aware of the restrictions
in their neighborhoods regarding the
use of fireworks in driveways and
yards.

The Surprise Fire-Medical De-
partment may grant permits for the
public display of fireworks upon ap-
plication of a temporary use permit
and proper inspection. Permits may
be revoked during times of high fire
danger warnings.

For information regarding the sale
and use of consumer fireworks, in-
cluding permissible use during oth-
er times of the year, visit surpriseaz.
gov/FireworksUse.

To report a violation, contact
Code Enforcement at 623-222-3013.

57

eatdy
SERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

Of Honest, Dependal
Service.
We stand behind our w

PEST « TERMITE « WEEDS

*3* WEED CONTROL

2145

Pre-emergent Application

Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)
Expires 7-31-26

VISIT,OUR,WEBSITETO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

623.977.2100

12040 N. 111th Avenue « Youngtown, AZ | WWW.GENERALX.CO

Office hours 8:30-4:00 (Closed 12 - 12:30 for lunch)

The city of Surprise has reminded residents about the laws regarding the private use of fireworks.
(Courtesy town of Gilbert)

SPECIAL OFFER:
Enrollment Fee Waived
Through July 15!

\©Il

O* Wirtzie’s

'f@\ preschool & child care

Now Enrolling Ages 6 Weeks - 2 Years!
Give your child a nurturing start at
Wirtzie’s Preschool & Child Care.

» Educated, experienced, caring staff

e Child-to-staff ratios meet AZ State
licensing requirements

* Bright, open classrooms, safe,
secure playground

* Hot, nutritious meals and snacks
Quality You Can Trust: v'Quality First 4-Star Rated +v'NAC Accredited

Limited Openings Available.
Schedule a Tour Today! Call (623) 207-6022

HOURS: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM

16752 N. Greasewood St., Surprise, AZ 85378
(623) 207-6022 | TTY 711 | www.Wirtzies.org

q‘)/ Ad Sponsored By
INDEPENDENT

d,ng

You Vllyt
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17119 N. Litchfield, Ste. 20 « Surprise
623-584-9198

BEST ASIAN FOOD IN TOWN

o 5 Years in the area!
4

Litchfield

Crab Legs Now Available For
Dinner & Sunday!

« AMERICAN STYLE pEARE
« CHINESE STYLE N'

« JAPANESE STYLE

% BellRd

% OFF BUFFET | zsowm
15%

ORDERING AT

HTTP://GO KITCHEN DIRECT.
And Take Out Order COM/ CHINABUFFETAZPHP
MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR

Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. @

Expires 7/30/2026

CHINA BUFFET SUR
CATERING AVAILABLE 928.671.1762 COME
VISIT OUR LAKE
PLEASANT LOGATION
AT PLEASANT
HARBOR
Pretzel
with purchase of 2 entrees
valid at any of our 4 destination locations
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
DIy Expires 7/30/2026.
DUR SHARKS
HE DINING RO(
AT OUR WILL
INOK ll L0
| DN

minimum purchase of $35
valid at any of our 4 destination locations

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
Expires 7/30/2026.

BAYOU AT PLEASANT HARBOR WILDLIFE WORLD Z00

WESTERN TRAILS RANCH ARROWHEAD FOLLOW US @DILLONSKCBBQ
40202 N. 87th Ave. Peoria 16335 W. Northern Ave. Litchfield 37839 W. Grand Ave. Morristown 20585 N. 59th Ave. Glendale
928.501.2227 623.535.4249 623.388.2000

aassoono DILLONSRESTAURANT. BOM
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more
than two opinions for publication
during a calendar month. T'wo sub-
missions in the same issue will not be
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.

Speak Up

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all
factual errors. We offer a “right of
reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree
with a news story are welcome to
respond with a letter.

Resident says data center led
her to run for city council

I didn’t set out to run for Surprise
City Council. But after watching
councilmembers say nothing about
Project Baccara, I decided to file as a
write-in candidate for District 6.

Project Baccara is a massive, hy-
perscale Al data center and natural
gas power plant. The proposed site
at Litchfield and Olive is next to
established neighborhoods, with
the closest residence just 2,000 feet
away, and perilously close to Luke
Air Force Base.

I've watched as elected coun-
ty officials ignore the hundreds of
letters of opposition and the residents
who show up to public meetings and

ask their repre-

More sentatives to stop

. Project Baccara.
online Surprise won't
Read more reap any of the
opinions promised tax ben-
atYourVaIIgay efits of this project
.net/surprise- because it’s just
independent

outside the city
limits. But the
residents of Surprise are the ones
who will shoulder the burden of it:
dwindling water supply, contaminat-
ed groundwater, polluted air, con-
stant noise, and diminished property
values.

Project Baccara will turn our
neighborhoods into ticking time
bombs. On-site propane and am-
monia storage increases the risk of
a Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor
Explosion (BLEVE) like the one that
threatened Garden Grove in May.
And Luke jets have crashed in areas
dangerously close to the proposed
site, such as the 2013 crash at Peoria
and Bullard. Imagine what would
happen if an F-35 crashes into this
power plant. Hundreds, possibly
thousands, of people who live and

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

work in this area could be killed or
seriously wounded. Homes would be
destroyed.

We all want safe and sustainable
growth for Surprise. Al data centers
like Project Baccara are neither safe
nor sustainable.

I’'m just a regular person who
wants to do right by the residents of
Surprise, not corporate or political
interests. As councilmember, I will
actively oppose Project Baccara and
all future Al data center develop-
ment in and near our neighborhoods.

Carrie Deakin
SURPRSE

Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters, oremail
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Reader wants all out-of-town
protesters to go back home

To the activists who have turned
Surprise City Council meetings into
a weekly spectacle, I have a simple
message: Go home.

Most of you do not even live in
Surprise. Yet you continue showing
up at our council meetings, protest-
ing outside City Hall, disrupting
public comment and behaving as
though you speak for the residents of
our city. You do not.

There is a difference between
passionate disagreement and out-
right disrespect. Unfortunately, the
language, behavior and theatrics
displayed by some protesters have
crossed the line. Shouting, insults,
exaggerations and misinformation
have become the norm. One has to

wonder: Do you know how to act in
public?

Surprise residents are tired of
the endless drama. We are tired of
the exaggerations. We are tired of
hearing claims that our city is unsafe
when Surprise consistently ranks
among the safest communities in
Arizona. We are tired of watching
outsiders attempt to create divi-
sion while portraying themselves as
victims.

Most importantly, we are tired of
seeing our elected officials and city
staff treated with contempt simply
because they refuse to embrace the
demands of activists who neither live
here nor represent the majority of
our community.

No one is denying your right to
protest.

The First Amendment protects
your ability to speak freely. But free
speech does not give anyone the
right to be rude, disruptive or dis-
honest. Nor does it mean the people
of Surprise are obligated to applaud
your antics.

The actual residents of Surprise
support our police officers, our city
employees and our councilmembers.
We elected them to govern, not to
serve as props in someone else’s
political theater.

Enough is enough. Stop the in-
sults. Stop the misinformation. Stop

the grandstanding.

Ava Smith
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meer our Gioility Guidelines.

CORRECTION

The hours for Conscious Creations Art Stu-
dio at 16511 N. Dysart Road is open seven
days a week at 10 a.m.
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O See what all the fun is about! _

Tuesday, August 18, 2026
9:00am - Noon

19116 N. Colonnade Way
Surprise, AZ 85374
Located at SBIFOSIEI%%%%
\.I Sun Health Arizona Broadway
4 con ‘U O ITIES Theatre
meK 24 Cardiac Solutions
\ e WL 4% | SCAN HealthPlan
(5 4
14 N

pﬂ INDERERDENT
SENIOR EXPO

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Exgllore the most

thrilling and
extensive selection

of products and services

Access essential health
screenings

Connect with local and
national vendors

ﬂm%q
ellnedd -

Enjoy free samples &
giveaways
&

Ente iti
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FREE X-RAY &

IMPLANT CONSULT
Call Now 623-214-7898

Implant Expert 30+ Years

e General & Cosmetic

Dentistry
¢ Do You Want To Save
Your Teeth? We Can Help
e Full Mouth Rehab
¢ Denture/Partial Repair
And Reline While You Wait We Will
e Lab On Site Meet or Beat
. Any Price in
o We will Meet or Beat Our Area!

Any Price in our area

623-214-7898
. 13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
poin www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

YOUR

HOME
NEEDS AN UPGRADE

We're here for you.

SHOWERS

e FLOORS

BRIEFS

Independence Day closing
city offices day earlier

The city of Surprise offices and
Surprise City Hall will be closed
Friday, July 3 in observation of In-
dependence Day.

Trash services will not be affect-
ed by the holiday closure.

Most other city offices will reo-
pen at 8 a.m. on Monday, July 6.

Surprise college softhall
player on academic list

A college softball player from
Surprise was recently named to
the American Rivers Conference
Academic All-Conference Team.

Geneva Galler, a junior busi-
ness major, was one of 30 Buena
Vista University student-athletes
earning recognition.

To be eligible for the honors, a

® (623) 214-3599 TINTASGRANITE.COM
® 13410 W FXFIRE PR [| SURPRISE, A% 88878

e CABINETS

student-athlete must be eligible
to play, at least a sophomore in
academic standing with at least
one year in residence and attain
an accumulative GPA of 3.5 or
better at the college in Storm
Lake, Iowa.

Trio of Surprise students
faring well at Utah school

Three Surprise area students
at Utah Tech University were
among 869 students earning pres-
ident’s list honors for the spring
semester.

Kennady Rolfe, Maddy Flavel
and Mason Cox each attained a
semester GPA of 3.9 or higher and
completed at least 15 credits

Utah Tech University is an
open-enrollment teaching institu-
tion in St. George, Utah.

e BACKSPLASH



America’s Sweethearts
usher in big birthday

Singing trio will celebrate
community, culture, country

America’s Sweethearts will cel-
ebrate community, culture and
country leading up to America’s big
birthday.

The singing trio will perform Fri-
day, July 3 at The Vista Center for
the Arts, 15660 N. Parkview Place.

America’s Sweethearts bring the
timeless sound of female close-har-
mony groups to life with a fresh, vi-
brant twist.

Using the era of The Andrews
Sisters as an inspiration, the New
York City-based trio performs vin-
tage favorites like “Boogie Woo-

® Sce Sweethearts on page 13

America’s Sweethearts will celebrate communi-
ty, culture and country leading up to America’s
big birthday on Friday, July 3 at The Vista Center
for the Arts. (Courtesy city of Surprise)
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High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

Pipe Leak Repair - Fixture Installs « Hydro Jetting - Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections « Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

UP TO

0/, SENIORE
1 5 0 MILITARY
DISCOUNT*

CI

> 7 déisk
F R E E | WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE* i
Locally & Family Owned g ]
37 DRAIN=

602-888-7060 =3xcLo

G
www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com SP ECI A L[

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED * LICENSED * BONDED « INSURED - ROC 353346

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

o %499

offers. Prices subject to change after 7/31/26.

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

Plus Tax &
Installation

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

16 x 7 Garage Doors

starting $ 2 O 9 Installed.
at y 4 Plus tax.
Includes removing existing door

& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 7/31/26.

4TH OF JULY SERVICE SPECIAL

Garage Door Tune-Up

Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust
door springs and opener.

*75

Must present coupon. Can’t combine
with other advertised offers. Prices

subject to change after 7731/26. 1NClUudes 16 point safety inspection.

* % Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years! x %
Free Estimates! « www.MakeMyDoor.com

9008 N. 99th Ave. = Sun City = 623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive = Monday-Friday 8am-5pm « Saturday by appt only
=X /@2 Residential & Commercial = LIC # ROC 161375 « HOA = COA = PORA
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Financial Security Group

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

ovik 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

>
@)
ow

A O

¢ Living Trusts & Wills

* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds
* Retirement Income Planning
¢ Insurance & Annuities
* Roth Conversions

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

No legal advice given — Not a law firm

BRIEFS

Group to play patriotic
ukuleles for senior home

The Northwest Valley Ukulele
Club has scheduled an Independ-
ence Day concert for the residents
of Fellowship Square Independent
Living in Surprise.

Sun City West resident, musi-
cian and Blue Star Mom Lauren
Erickson will direct the band
through a range of patriotic songs
from early Americana to soulful
rock from 10-11:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, July 4.

The residents will be presented
with a reader’s theater-style drama
concert, which will include an
introduction to each song, some
history about the music and then
encourage the residents to sing
along with the ukulele members.

The ukulele club will be provid-
ing attendees with small American

Flags, a 250th celebration gift and
a sweet treat.

For information about how
to join the ukulele club, contact
Lauren Erickson at nwvuke@gmail.
com, or visit their facebook page
“Northwest Valley Ukulele Club.”

PHHS student honored in
early college program

A Paradise Honors High School
student was among 672 students
enrolled in University of Alabama
Early College during the spring
semester who were named to the
director’s list.

Jackson Breading-Goodrich
earned at least a 3.6 GPA or higher
at the school in Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama.

UA Early College allows high
school students to get a head start
on their college courses.

Built For Life After 62

Driving. Traveling. Doing life your way. Glencroft gives you a home

built for this stage of life, designed to support you now and in the

years ahead. - At Glencroft, you can move while you're still active,

independent, and fully in control, with maintenance-free living,
friends when you want them, and future support already on

campus.

CENTER FOR MODERN AGING

V

oft’

Move Before You Need To
Keep Your Independence
One Campus, Future Support

Discover Modern Aging in Action.
623-847-3106 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302




Sweethearts
¢ From page 11

gie Bugle Boy” with crystal-clear
harmonies, colorful costumes and
a style that gets audiences tapping
their feet.

The show features classics from
the Great American Songbook
and Broadway, including “Lullaby
of Broadway,” “Happy Days Are

Here Again”

MORE and “The
Shoop Shoop

ONLINE Song (It’s in

His Kiss),” de-

Read more livered through
Surprise news at o o6 tios
YourVaIIey_ duets and solo
.net/Surprise-In- moments that
dependent appeal to au-
diences of all

ages.

Tickets are available for between

IFYOU GO

What: “America’s Sweethearts”
When: 7 p.m. Friday, July 3

Where: The Vista Center for the
Arts, 15660 N. Parkview Place

Tickets: $21-$43
Information: surprisearts.com

$21 and $43 at SurpriseArts.com

As part of the evening, the per-
formance includes a special tribute
honoring veterans and active-duty
service members.

By selecting the military and
veteran appreciation add-on during
ticket checkout, veterans, ac-
tive-duty service members, Gold
Star family members and their
guests can receive a complimentary
hot dog or popcorn from conces-
sions.
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Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist!

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!

Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

*1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Call Today!
623-229-6576

www.azcrowncenter.com 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 « Surprise, AZ 85374
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Raoul Sada, 66
President & CEO of
Northwest Valley
Chamber of Commerce

Surprise will be a strategic
powerhouse in the Phoenix
metro area — uniquely po-
sitioned at the intersection
of advanced manufactur-
ing, logistics and regional
connectivity. With proximity
to major investments like
TSMC, access to the BNSF
rail corridor, and direct
routes linking Arizona to
Las Vegas and beyond,
Surprise will help drive the
entire region’s economy.

Evan Becher, 42
Surprise police chief

| believe Surprise will be
recognized as one of the
nation’s most desirable
communities. A city that
has embraced innovation
and growth while preserv-
ing the values that make it
a special place to live, work,
and raise a family. Public
safety will continue to be a
cornerstone of that success,
built on strong partnerships
between residents and first
responders, a commitment
to service, and an unwaver-
ing dedication to communi-
ty trust.

WHAT WILL SURPRISE LOOK LIKE IN 50 YEARS?

Chase Cammon, 14
High school freshman

| believe that Surprise will
have shed its old reputation
of being a “quiet retirement
town”and do a complete
transformation. | think that
Surprise will be home to

a lot of new technology,
such as flying cars, and the
empty desert space will be
replaced by robot factories.
Surprise will have solar pan-
els all over town, providing
energy for its civilians. The
town will still continue to
be a peaceful and tight-knit
community for years to
come.

Seth Dyson, 46
Surprise Human Service &
Community Vitality director

Surprise will continue to
have a small-town feel
because of the intentional
focus on community, bring-
ing people together and
taking care of our neigh-
bors and visitors. Significant
advances in automation
and other technological
advances will put greater
focus on intentionally
bringing people together to
maintain a healthy, resilient
community. Surprise will
still be known for our Orig-
inal Square Mile, baseball,
affordability and safety.

Rob Coombs, 62

High school teacher

I have lived with my family
in Surprise since 2008 and
I have been amazed at the
growth of the city in that
time. | am particularly im-
pressed with the number of
entertainment and dining
options that have opened
during that time. My hope
is that the city continues
to be responsible when it
comes to growth and to
make sure that there is the
requisite infrastructure

in place to handleit. It’s a
great place to live.

Earle Greenberg, 68
Vice mayor of Surprise

In 50 years, | would be 118
years old, so | don't plan on
seeing any of these things
even though | believe life
expectancy and wellness
will dramatically increase.

| expect personal trans-
portation will be radically
different and safer with self
driving and flying vehicles.
Unfortunately, based on our
current environmental tra-
jectory, | don't believe that
desert areas like Phoenix
will be survivable during
much of the year due to
extreme heat.

Shanelle Kunz, 37
Co-founder of Desert Farm

Lights/Desert Fall Festival

| envision Surprise as home
to The Desert—a luxury en-
tertainment destination that
draws visitors from across
the nation, especially during
the Christmas season,

while offering world-class
experiences year-round.

By day, families gather for
exceptional coffee, beau-
tiful outdoor spaces and
imaginative play; by night,
they enjoy remarkable
dining, entertainment and
unforgettable experiences
surrounded by beauty.

Chris Reed, 62

Retired Marine

I think Surprise is going to
just blow up. | think the
biggest thing that they're
going to probably work
on is infrastructure with
the roads and everything
— and hopefully get all
the freeways knocked
out, where everything is
running good. | see a good
future for Surprise.

Elodia Fernandez, 61
Hospital administrator

As a lifelong resident, | nev-
er imagined the area would
look as it does now. | expect
the city will continue to
grow as large as possible,
eventually replacing the
farmland we grew up with.
It will likely become a major
metropolis with high-rises
to ensure its longevity. |
imagine our Original Town
Site will eventually be
replaced by new develop-
ments, leaving only photos
to remind us of how it all
started —though few seem
interested in looking back.

Jim Rumpeltes, 72
Artist and musician

Of course, there will be
many more people in

50 years; however, the
institutions that connect
and support us — schools,
churches, and cultural
organizations — will be
stronger. Organizations like
Benevilla, Ottawa University
and The Vista Center for the
Arts will be thriving. These
foundational community
groups, and many more to
come, will continue to make

Surprise a great place to live.

Shlomo Ceitlin, 27
Rabbi

| see Surprise as a flourish-
ing city of half a million,
thriving in the Messianic
era. Goodness and kindness
will be woven into society;
people will love each other.
Conflicts, arguments or

war will be nonexistent. All
creation will see godliness
daily. Amid a vibrant com-
munity and vital houses of
worship, advanced tech-
nology will be seamlessly
incorporated into everyday
life, existing to enhance and
elevate our world.

Colin Stone, 75

Retired newspaper pressman

I think City Center will have
highrise buildings. What's
the highest you got over
here? Six stories? You know
when money comes in, tall
buildings go up.



Theresa Poellnitz, 80
Resident

I hope there are not
spaceships and flying cars.
Oh, my goodness. Those
driverless cars, Waymo —
that'll probably be here. But
maybe by that time, they
would have perfected it
even more.

William Pupo, 72
Former city manager

When | vision the year 2076 |
see a different Surprise than
retail and rooftops of today.
With Banner Health and its
cutting edge research in
health care already estab-
lished in the area, Surprise
will become a regional
leader in health care and
research as the West Valley
continues to grow and as
Arizona State University
continues to invest in med-
ical programs. These med-
ical, science and research
programs will diversify the
Surprise economy.

Alex Catalano, 15
High school sophomore

In 50 years, | want Surprise
to still have lots of green
space and big trees. We live
in a desert, and it’s nice to
have open green areas to
enjoy.”

Charlene Bisson, 49
Newspaper publisher

I think there will be auton-
omous cars everywhere.
Although, | hope there are
flying ones like on “The
Jetsons."We will send mes-
sages to friends through Al
holograms on watches, and
computers will not have
keyboards with better voice
commands for dictation,
fact checking and gram-
matical corrections.

Holly Osborn, 46
Surprise Parks &
Recreation director

| envision Surprise as a city
where parks, recreation
facilities, trails and open
spaces continue to grow
right alongside our commu-
nity. These places will be
the backdrop for countless
adventures, community
events and celebrations,
and everyday moments
where children can play,
families can grow, friend-
ships can blossom and
memories can take root.

Declan Longoria, 7
Second grader

“The houses will be bigger
because there are more
materials to use and more
plants because a lot of
people plant plants and
flowers. There will be a lot
of things that are electron-
ic and automatic with a

lot more technology and
sports.”
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WHAT WILL SURPRISE LOOK LIKE IN 50 YEARS?

Jimmy Johnson
Retired utility worker

Probably flying cars, or
getting close to flying cars.
Al is already here. | think
(the population) is going to
expand more. It's going to
continue to grow.

Jalen Richardson, 24
Groundskeeper

| think it’s just going to be
like a lot more developed
— more spots for self-driv-
ing cars and (places) to
charge (electric cars).
There'd be one around ev-
ery corner. A little bit more
on the (Loop) 303 would
probably be a little bit more
developed.

Rick Hernandez, 48

Police sergeant

Surprise will have grown
into one of Arizona’s premier
cities, known not only for its
size but for maintaining the
family-friendly values, parks
and sense of community
that attracted so many of

us here. As someone who
has lived in Surprise since
2001 and raised a family
here, | hope it remains a
place where neighbors stay
connected, children have
opportunities to thrive, and
public safety continues to
be a trusted partnership be-
tween the community and
its police department.

Randy Boldt, 63
Retired Air Force

Being stationed both here
and in Tucson at the Davis
Monthan Air Force Base, |
would say within 50 years
Phoenix and Tucson are
basically one metropolitan
area. As the years go by
Tucson is building north.
Phoenix is building south. |
definitely believe it’s going
to be one metropolitan
area.

Jesse Cuellar, 42
Maintenance technician

I'd say more futuristic when
it comes to buildings. More
technology, of course,
because of Al. Probably
more self-driving vehicles.

| don't know about flying
cars, but who knows? As far
as humans go, we can really
develop a lot of things as
far as technology. It's hard
to say, but we'll see

Reilly Murphy, 39
Ottawa University-Arizona
head football coach

Surprise will be one of the
most sought-after places

to live in America, a city
known for strong families, a
thriving economy, excellent
schools, and a deep sense
of faith and community.
The West Valley will con-
tinue to grow as a place of
opportunity and purpose,
and | hope OUAZ will

have played a role in that
story by transforming lives.
Surprise’s greatest legacy
won't be its growth, but the
people whose lives were
changed here.
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WHAT WILL SURPRISE LOOK LIKE IN 50 YEARS?

Jeanine Jerkovic, 52
Surprise Economic
Development director

Fifty years from now, |
imagine Surprise as a major
employment and innova-
tion center where residents
can build successful careers
without leaving their
community. The seeds we're
planting today in entre-
preneurship, workforce
development, and strategic
growth will help create op-
portunities for generations
to come.

Kevin Sartor, 43
Mayor of Surprise

Surprise will be the shining
star of the West Valley. |

can see the tireless efforts
of our dedicated council
and employees coming to
fruition through the expan-
sion of highways, parks,
recreation centers, and
businesses. As growth and
progress continue, Surprise
will undoubtedly be un-
recognizable from the city it
is today. | envision a bright
future for the residence of
Surprise and a continued
legacy of a connected
community.

Sherry Simmons
Aguilar, 66
Retired city clerk

Being a lifetime resident of
the Original Townsite, my
hope is that in 50 years, the
city will continue to rec-
oghize and preserve what
little history we have left by
maintaining our existing city
buildings in the oldest part
of the city where Surprise
began, carrying on our
history. | have concerns of
keeping up with infrastruc-
ture needs due to overpop-
ulation, and will we have
adequate water availability
to maintain our ever grow-
ing population?

Rachel Villanueva, 87
Former city councilmember

| hoping the Original

Town Site would look
better. People who come
in the entrance to Surprise
coming from the East side
to the Original Town Site, |
don’t think they're very im-
pressed because we don't
have the beautification the
rest of the city has. We are
the original Surprise. That’s
where the city grew. | feel
like it's been left behind
even though we have new
construction. It should be
taken care of just like every-
where else.

Dale Martell, 69
Retired general contractor

Surprise is not going to be
known as the retirement
suburb of Phoenix. It is
going to be its own high
tech little city. | think in

50 years, probably half a
million people will live here,
if not more. One thing the
city lacks is trail system to
interlink the city.

Jason L Flowers, 59
Pastor

Surprise will be a thriving,
multicultural city that is
built on the core values of
integrity, hard-work and
respect for all people. The
city will be forward-think-
ing and a leader in eco-
nomic growth. There will
be diverse representation
among city leaders along
with a driven purpose for
everyone to know Jesus
and His saving grace.

Elizabeth Donovan, 8
Second grader

“In 50 years, | think Surprise,
Arizona will be much bigger
and have lots of new stores
and shopping centers. Cars
might drive themselves,
and most homes will use
solar power because it is

so sunny. | think Surprise
will be a fun place to live
with cool parks, places to
shop and lots of things for
families to do!”

Bambi Shelby, 51

Library branch manager

| see Surprise being one of
the largest suburbs in the
West Valley. | see a busy
downtown district for both
residents and tourists to
shop and hang out. | see
Surprise as a sought-out
place to work and live with
all the amenities of a large
city but keeping the small-
town feel for the communi-
ty vibe.

Tina Molica, 55
Educator & community
activist

Surprise has grown to be a
family-friendly community
with many sports, arts and
entertainment options in
the 25 years | have lived
here. In 50 years, | hope it
will become an even more
diverse community, led

by those who prioritize
community safety and
health and filled with fam-
ily-friendly activities and
rich cultural experiences,

not data centers and deten-

tion centers.

Tristen Seto, 5
Kindergartener

It's going to have a new
school (very, very new).
There are going to be new
jobs, and there are going
to be people making new
friends”

Ernest Valenzuela, 38
Maintenance technician
I'm going to say "Aliens”
meets “The Jetsons!” Some-
thing crazy for sure.

The way stuff is going, there
will definitely be some stuff
you wouldn't expect — es-
pecially 50 years from now.

Andrea Davis, 45
Surprise city manager

Surprise will be a thriving,
well-planned city in 50
years. It will be a place that
has grown with intention
while preserving the com-
munity pride, safety and
quality of life that make it
special today. Our commer-
cial and retail areas will be
walkable and diverse, with
major employment centers,
neighborhood shopping
districts, entertainment
destinations, restaurants,
and locally owned busi-
nesses serving residents
close to home.



John Croteau, 56
Dysart Unified School
District superintendent

Our schools will continue

to play an important role in
shaping the future of the
community. There will likely be
new jobs that don't even exist
yet, so schools will have to
adjust in order to ensure that
students are learning the skills
they need to be successful.
Although technology will most
certainly continue to expand,

| think it's important to ensure
that we continue to focus on
and teach other essentials like
character, interpersonal skills,
problem solving, creativity,
and leadership.

Raymond Grim, 58
Insurance agency owner
Surprise will be a city where
churches work together in
unity to address the needs
of the community. Faith
organizations across the city
will collaborate as partners,
creating a culture of service
that strengthens neighbor-
hoods, supports families
and uplifts residents from all
walks of life. This will draw
attention from communi-
ties across the nation and
become a model of what
the faith community can
become when they serve
God and people.

Delarita Ford, 53

Newspaper reporter

I will not be surprised (pun
intended) if the population
and popularity quadruples.
The community is wel-
coming and hopefully will
remain a place for families
and individuals to take
themselves, their partners,
kids, and pets to enjoy
well-thought-out offerings
designed to bring people
together. The landscape will
be vastly different, with the
depletion of space, foliage,
more trains and warehous-
es. Yes, living costs will
increase.

Mike Boule, 42
Surprise Water Resource
Management director

Surprise will be home to
425,000 residents, supported
by utility providers that have
adapted to significant tech-
nological advancements and
evolving resource conditions.
The residents of 2076 will have
a deep appreciation for the
value of water and the essen-
tial role it plays in sustaining
their community and quality of
life. This commitment to water
stewardship will be reflected
from the city’s infrastructure
and landscapes to the every-
day choices of its residents.

Virginia Mungovan, 45
Surprise Marketing &
Communications Director

Surprise will have an ener-
getic downtown core that
draws visitors from around
the Valley with premier
shopping, dining and
entertainment amenities.
While the city’s footprint
will transform with new de-
velopment, the hometown
vibes will remain strong
through our commitment
to community gatherings
that bring connection and
shared celebration.

Kevin Spirlong, 50

Interim Fire-Medical chief

Surprise will be home to
more than 400,000 resi-
dents, with beautiful parks,
open spaces, connected
trails and vibrant neighbor-
hoods. As we grow into one
of Arizona’s larger cities,

| hope we maintain the
strong sense of community
and civic pride that define
us today while preserving
the small-town spirit that
makes Surprise such a spe-
cial place to call home.
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WHAT WILL SURPRISE LOOK LIKE IN 50 YEARS?

Grace Morris, 9

Fourth grader

Surprise will be overtaken
by Al, with robots helping
people do almost every-
thing. They might help peo-
ple with jobs, drive cars and
even make our city smarter
and easier to live in.

Jason Stone, 53
Newspaper editor

Itis hard to believe water
won't be an issue in 50
years, especially with may-
be 400,000 people living in
Surprise by then. All those
people will enjoy rides at

a Surprise Six Flags theme
park. The city will stop host-
ing spring training in the
2050s, but a new outdoor
amphitheater will entertain
guests with Al-generated
content for decades.

Brenden Espie, 47

Deputy city manager

I envision Surprise will be
one of the largest munici-
palities in the West Valley,
yet one that proudly main-
tains its small-town heart
and rich history. My hope

is that our public safety
departments remain on the
cutting edge of innovation
and continuously advance
their programs. There is
nothing more important
than preparing our future
generations to take the
reins and leave this commu-
nity even better than they
found it.

Dennis Tyner, 66
Ottawa University-Arizona
president

Surprise will likely be
recognized as a city where
advanced manufacturing,
aerospace, health sciences and
technology industries thrive
alongside vibrant residential
communities. It will have
evolved into a city with a resil-
ient infrastructure, autono-
mous transportation networks
and sustainable water and
energy systems. Its close
partnerships among higher
education, industry and civic
leaders will have created a
culture of entrepreneurship.

Travis Huss, 11
Sixth grader

I think the city of Surprise
will be fully automated, and
there will be a lot of people
in this city, and it will have
a lot of bars and establish-
ments. There will be electric
cars everywhere, and there
will be tons of jobs.

Lisa Everett, 62
Community advocate

Surprise could exceed
500,000 residents, with
technology and advanced
industries serving as major
economic drivers. Growth
will require expanded trans-
portation infrastructure,
while the McMicken Dam
parks and sports complexes
are expected to be fully
developed. Dysart Unified
School District will evolve as
new communities emerge,
making today’s decisions
about growth and edu-
cation critical to the city’s
future.
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City wants to find community

legends for award

Olivia Catalano, 17
High school senior

I hope Surprise is an even
kinder, friendlier and more
hope-filled place to live.

Becky Tackett, 6
First grader

It will be crusty and dirty
with broken things that no
one wants to buy.

We pledge...

+ To operate this newspaper as a public trust.

+To help our community become a better place to live and
work, through our dedication to conscientious journalism.

+To provide the information citizens need to make their own
intelligent decisions about public issues.

+ To report the news with honesty, accuracy, purposeful
neutrality, fairness, objectivity, fearlessness and compassion.

+ To use our opinion pages to facilitate community debate, not to
dominate it with our own opinions.

+ To disclose our own conflicts of interest or potential conflicts of
interest to our readers.

+To correct our errors and to give each correction the
prominence it deserves.

+To provide a right to reply to those we write about.

+To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

Commission to recognize
4 local difference-makers

The Surprise Veterans, Disability and Human
Services Commission invited the community to
nominate those making a difference in the city for
the annual Surprise Community Legend Awards.

The city is accepting nominations for individu-
als and groups who have contributed to improving
the quality of life of others.

Examples could be measurably improving the
lives of vulnerable Surprise residents through
grassroots efforts, promoting quality of life, acces-
sibility and equity for all residents of Surprise or
linking residents to programs that offer the sup-
port needed for a fuller, safer lifestyle.

Nominees must fall into one or more of the fol-
lowing four categories:

+ Individual Legend (must be a Surprise resi-
dent for at least two years).

+ Outstanding Youth (must be age 18 or young-
er).

+ Volunteer of the Year (organizational affilia-
tion must be in the application).

+ Organization of the Year (private, nonprofit
or faith-based).

The nomination form is at surpriseaz.gov/

Albert Celoza, executive director of Arizona Interfaith Move-
ment, discusses love and unity at the 2024 Interfaith Break-
fast event at the Dysart Unified School District office. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

CommunityLegend.

All applications must be received by 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 22.

A selection committee comprised of members
of the veterans and disability commission will
evaluate applications and award one recipient per
category.

Award winners will be formally recognized
at the city’s annual Interfaith and Golden Rule
Community Breakfast in September.

Contact Kara Poling at Kara.Poling@surpri-
seaz.gov.

Presbyterian

Fa it Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

God’s love is always
in season.
Come worship with us!

Pastor Greg Emery

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

Sun.9am

- Join us for worship .

Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00 pm * Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228




Surprise residents already
begin voting

Voting centers are now open
as ballots get mailed out

It is too late to register for the July
21 primary election, but for those who
did, ballots are already in the mail for
early voters.

Vote centers and drop boxes are also
available starting Wednesday, June 24.

Of course, there is not too much to
vote on in Surprise. Voters in Districts
1, 5 aned 6 only will have one candi-
date on the ballot for city council.

The city also does not have any
bonds or other measures to settle.

Only those on the active early vot-
ing list automatically received a ballot
by mail. Those who did not can re-
quest one at Request.Maricopa.Vote.

Independent voters and voters
without a political party that are on
the active early voting list must re-
quest either a Republican, Democrat,
No Labels or City Only ballot before
the Elections Department can send a
ballot for the Primary.

To make a request, visit your voter
dashboard at BeBallotReady.Vote or
make your selection at Request.Mar-
icopa.Vote.

The last day to request a ballot in
the mail is Friday, July 10, and voters
have until Tuesday, July 14 to mail
them back to reach vote counters in

IMPORTANT PRIMARY
ELECTION DATES

Wednesday, June 24: Ballots
mailed, voters centers open and
drop boxes available

Friday, July 10: Last day to request
a ballot by mail

Tuesday, July 14: Last day to mail
back ballot

Tuesday, July 21: Primary Election
Day

time for Primary Election Day.

Surprise City Hall, 16000 N. Civ-
ic Center Plaza., is a designated vote
center for anybody casting a ballot in
Maricopa County. The Community
Room in City Hall will be open for
in-person voting and ballot drop-off. It
will open at 9 a.m.

It will act as a spot for voters who
receive a ballot by mail to return it by
mail or drop it off.

Surprise voters can access import-
ant dates and information at surpri-
seaz.gov/Elections.

To find a list of additional voting
locations and drop box hours, visit Lo-
cations.Maricopa. Vote.

Voters may also track their ballot at
BeBallotReady.Vote.
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DUSD records tech has

spirited
L.A. transplant now helping

students at Rancho Gabriela

The Surprise Independent peri-
odically features a different educator
in our city. This week, we shine the
light on Dysart Unified School Dis-
trict data records technician Yahzid
Alcala.

Your name: Yahzid Alcala

What is your title/occupation? Data
records technician.

What school or department do you
work/volunteer at? Rancho Gabriela
Elementary School.

How long have you worked here? Three
years at RGES and 13 total with DUSD.

Town/Neighborhood: Rancho Gabriela
community.

What are you excited about on your
campus/in your department and why?
I'm excited for Spirit Weeks. It makes
learning fun for the kiddos.

What do you like most about living
here? The quiet and chill environment.

Favorite community cause and why?
Food Banks because they offer food to
the families in our community.

When and why you moved here? | relo-
cated to Arizona about 15 years ago when
my family moved out here.

Where you lived prior to moving? Los
Angeles born and raised.

What do you like most about your job?
Interacting with the students and building

attitude

relationships.

If you could
pick another
occupation,
what would it
be? Coaching.

What are your
interests and
hobbies?
Attending
sporting
events, watch-
ing sports on

TV, listening
to music and
karaoke.
Describe one
DUSD data records tech of the happi-
Yahzid Alcala has been with est moments
the district for 13 years. jn your life.
(Submitted photo) When my

daughter was
born. Best day ever!

What is your best and worst habit?
Helping others and being too self-critical.

What traits do you admire in others?
Honesty.

Who is a person that inspires you and
why? My mom. She inspires me to work
hard and stay positive.

What is your guiding philosophy? Con-
tinuous learning. Every day is a learning
experience.

What is your advice for today’s youth?
To “Live, Laugh, Love” every day to the
fullest.

Martin Romero, DMD

Se habla espafiol

Schedule an
appointment today!

623-999-1200

Parl{ Dentar

Surprise
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Michéle Beyer
14814 N Del Webb Blvd,
Sun City, AZ 85351

m_beyer@hewsonhearing.com

480-593-7728

GRATEFUL TO SERVE THE W/EST \
VALLEY THIS INDEPENDENCE DQY
AND ALWAYS <

14806 N. Del Webb Blvd, Sun City, AZ 85351
623-266-0021 | Fax 623-266-0068

D .
Gelebrating &
250Yea:'S" KenWcialils20sa7727278

AMERICA@Z50

623-933-4312

www.ALBRECHTandSON.COM

11126 W. Wisconsin Ave, #5, Youngtown
Licensed/Bonded,/Insured ROC#155822 KB02




Notable quotes from
American presidents

Americans will celebrate the two
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the United States throughout 2026.
Many a notable leader has influenced
the country in its 250-year history,
and the following are some notable
quotes from American presidents over
the course of the nation’s history.

+ “If we can but prevent the gov-
ernment from wasting the labors of the
people, under the pretense of taking
care of them, they must become hap-
py.” Thomas Jefferson, 1802

+ “Peace is the best time for
improvement and preparation of
every kind,; it is in peace that our
commerce flourishes most, that taxes
are most easily paid, and that the
revenue is most productive.” - James
Monroe, 1817

+ “Officeholders are the agents of
the people, not their masters.” - Gro-
ver Cleveland, 1886

+ “In the history of mankind, many
republics have risen, have flourished
for a less or greater time, and then have
fallen because their citizens lost the
power of governing themselves and
thereby governing their state; and in
no way has this loss of power been
so often and so clearly shown as in
the tendency to turn the government
into a government primarily for the

benefit of one class instead of a gov-
ernment for the benefit of the people
as a whole.” - Theodore Roosevelt,
1903

+ “Governments do not make
ideals, but ideals make governments.”
- Calvin Coolidge, 1926

+ “No government is perfect. One
of the chief virtues of democracy,
however, is that its defects are always
visible and under democratic processes
can be pointed out and corrected.” -
Harry S. Truman, 1947

+ “Mankind must put an end to
war — or war will put an end to
mankind.” - John F. Kennedy, 1961

+ “A president’s hardest task is not
to do what is right, but to know what
is right.” - Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965

+ “American has never been unit-
ed by blood or birth or soil. We are
bound by ideals that move us beyond
our backgrounds, lift us above our
interests and teach us what it means to
be citizens.” - George W. Bush, 2001

+ “Change will not come if we
wait for some other person, or if we
wait for some other time. We are the
ones we’ve been waiting for. We are
the change that we seek.” - Barack
Obama, 2008 (delivered while cam-
paigning for president in an election
Obama ultimately won)
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HarpYy BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

a4 'a) LARRY JONES
480-490-7895

eXp Realty Sun City West

AMERICAN'S

Happy Birthday
America

To My Surprise Shuttle | 623-218-6035 | tomysurpriseshuttle.com
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“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE

PALMER'S &
Kitehens BAL R Begond

CRAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE o [INTEGRITY

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE

FOR HOME UPDATES GOING FOR GOLD

INCLUDING: Gold Medal Swim School began its entry into the Surprise mar-
« Kitchens ¢ Counter Tops ket when it broke ground June 8 at an official city ceremony.
* Bathrooms * Flooring The new school at 16517 W. Cactus Road is a family-owned

* Walk-in Showers ¢ Painting

company based in Chandler that has been providing swim in-
* Walk-in Tubs ¢ Outdoor Living

struction for swimmers of all ages and skill levels for nearly
two decades. Mayor Kevin Sartor helped owner Mike Walker

— ALL PHAS ES O F REMO D E Ll N G — and the Gold Medal team celebrate the occasion. Jeanine Jerk-

ovic and Mike Hoover, of the Surprise Economic Development
623 .977. 44 58 Department, and Parks and Recreation Administrator Kasey
5 o o o F F AN I Pal dB d Peterson were also on hand. Visit goldmedalswimschool.com/
www.Palmersandbeyond.com  surprise. (Courtesy city of Surprise/Kris Cassens)
PROJECT $5000 OR MORE

Must mention this offer at time of signing. MyGuy

Call Today 623-977-4458 i

ROC269037 | Licensed | Bonded | Insured

\./ LET THE

Freedom Plaza | Peoria
Sun Health’ QOOQ@ 7%”_

Grandview Terrace | Sun City West

Whether you're aiming for victory or

just playing for laughs, every game at

a Sun Health community is a chance

to connect, stay active, and enjoy the LaLoma Village | Litchfield Park
great outdoors. From bocce ball to

board games, there's always a seat

at the table and a spot for you!

The Colonnade | Surprise

. (623) 400-8262
® SunHealthCommunities.org

Sun Health At Home | Your Home



YOU’'RE GONNA LOVE THE WAY YOU LOOK

Men’s Wearhouse held a soft opening June 4 and officially celebrated the opening of its Surprise loca-
tion at 16340 W. Waddell Road, Suite 104, on June 12 with community partners, supporters, elected
officials and excited customers. Store manager Jenette Gutierrez cut the ceremonial ribbon with the
Men’s Wearhouse team — Zone Vice President-West Wendy Isaac, Senior Zone Outreach Manager-
West Alfonso Matagarza and District Manager-Northern Arizona Laura Baniewicz. A special highlight
of the event was the attendance of Dan and his service dog, Dandy, representing K9s For Warriors,
one of Men’s Wearhouse’s veteran nonprofit partners. Through the company’s “Threads of Valor” ini-
tiative, Men's Wearhouse customers and employees have donated more than $2.1 million during the
2025-2026 program year to support veteran nonprofit organizations. Since the program’s launch, a
total of $18.5 million has been donated to veteran-focused causes nationwide. Visit menswearhouse.
com/store-locator/2518.

Midwestern University
" Body Donation Program

Tomorrow's Healthcare Team

++ A+ A+ +
++ A+t +
++++++++++

Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.

For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation
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In stock only
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES . $ .
legals@iniusa.org szo per market - 30 words Starting at 45 Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$95° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

Your ad appears in the newspaper

To place your ad call us at ? ¢
of choice plus online
55“" for color and each additional photo

623.972 061 01 25¢ extra per additional word

Pets/Supplies

NOTICE R R Mama Snow White is a beautiful 2-year-old girl with a gentle spirit and a heart full of love. Found as a pregnant stray,
Ind dent Ellgllle Bl"lder she safely raised her kittens and watched each of them find a forever home. Now it's her turn. This polydactyl girl comes
ndependen for Muscle Cars with extra toe beans and extra charm. Mama Snow White enjoys spending her days perched on a cat tree by the window,
Newspapers C Truck ch' soaking up the sunshine and quietly watching the world go by. While she can be shy in new situations and may retreat
will not knowingly ustom True S,' evy from loud noises or sudden activity, she blossoms with patience and kindness. Once she feels comfortable, Mama
accept any & Ford V8's Snow White's affectionate side shines through. She is looking for a calm home with an experienced cat owner who
. . . MUST HAVE understands that some cats need a little extra time to feel safe and secure.
?dvemseme"t.that Is Does Main Stream 5. Years Experience If you're willing to let her set the pace, Mama Snow White will reward you
illegal or considered Religion Not Resonate with quiet companionship, gentle affection, and the joy of watching a
fraudulent. In all cases With You? MWI I;e_f;rse:lces once-shy cat truly come into her own. After raising her family, this devoted
. .. on-rri ours mama s ready to find a loving family of her very own. Meet her at the Peoria
of questionable value, Are you Spiritual Email Resume tu: To Sell Your Items call: Sheter, 10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria AZ 85345 or call 623-773-2246. ther
such as promises of but not Religious? AT ] 623-972-6101 cats available at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85374. )
guaranteed income from ACIM Book is a Self .p coi o gmail. iniusa.org/classifieds
wikatiumepmgans. | SuyGud o | Golfcars |
it sounds too good to e Trath CALL: Sporting Good Houses- Rent Golf Cars AC/Heating
be true, chances are We Meet Weekly to -
thatitis SumortOne Anather | L002000-8044 | | FOR SALE | | Home For RENT O IWARMITEMBSJAREJHERE!
i i Sun City West $CASHS [SChedule VourA/CTune;upToday]
If you have questions or on this Journey! Vall Portable > - .
doubts about any ad on alley Plavmate Tnni 99+ Community $$ CASH $$
these pages, we advise Newspapers is Byll M h'e finis 2-Bed 2-Bath Need a New System?
that before responding Hiring! I; ;‘;‘EW 2.Car Garage For Your l\gi;nclj)nlgg Sil f;\era
or sending money ahead " ran ()
fi y h yk ith Full-time delivery 1,500 Sq Feet Old Golf Cart I ON NEW INSTALLATION
of time, you check wi _ S o e $300.00 Battery UPDATED S Heating & Cooling AND FOR ALL VETS
; the Bett%g?;;llngszszz (Contact David print shop. Works Excellent! g Residential & Commercil 623-999-8226
ureau at 877.29156: 801.232-4499 96-foot box truck GREAT SHAPE Water/Trash Included or Not LevelUpHVAC.com
for previous Cﬂmplalﬂts. with lift gate. I $]’600 Per Month il Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964
Must have clean AL el Appliances Included 6025765937
. : driving record and ONLY $900.00 . .
Part Time SIS | pass physical. (wver $2300Hew) | | 623-332-1742 Golf Cars Appliance Clean Windows
Competitive wages
SR Contoy BUYING & with benefits 530-320-5544 Buying Running & APPLIANCE ;
Auto Engine Shop. SELLING GOLD, Contact Mike Clean Windows TRRRLT il REPAIR Brighten
Chevy and Ford GUNS,AMMO,& | |  Jacobs at ; Golf Carts. WE'RE OPEN Your Day!
have Parts experience, RELOADING % Automobiles Excellent We Pick Up gﬁ;ﬁgg%ﬁ?ﬂg Reasonable
: Dependable
B cuatomer s bl WANTED older ~ cars Window &PAYCASH! | Westers  I13 Peos
Sk, Order and stock Wil buy one gun or - 1940's 50's 60's 70s Cleaning ' . Bg)?éss Service Scrtétlag:n i‘d Tgcm
rts, t - 1 , . ° I a
Bt counte, ssist with whole collection, 1= 80’s. Running or not. SUNS((I%QEENS « Refrigerators
pf}prkl)tles and Tech calls, Llcen§ed dealer. i Can tow non running car. ® A/C - Heaters References Available
Emall resume to Best prices around. Ilﬂ_l: AL! Please Call or Text me | 107 OFf Sun Screensl e erowaves FREE ESTIVATES
Grancomor 6029101900 | MiEPORNRSHE  whatvouhave | iocaReiabie o Viater Heaters WINDOW
Call Christine ==y 623-972-6101  480-3758959 or email Steve COLWILL'S CLEANING
e entt 623-875-4565 iniusa.org/classifieds oldcar@usa.com 623-341-8197 602-348-8967 623.492.9356 (602)252-6499




Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440

Concrete Floor Coverings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies
&

*fixing Old Coatings

Electrical

=

Free Estimates
* Troubleshooting
* Repairs

* Code Violations

* Fans & Lighting

* New Circuits

* Remodels

* Sub-Panels

* 220 Volt Lines

ESP Floor Covering LLC

* Tile
+ Hardwood
¢ Laminates
+LVT & LVP
+ Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp
HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

3R JUNK
REMOVAL
Best Price
Garage Door Guarantee!
Springs No Job Too
Replaced Big or Small
Licensed « Bonded « Insured Schedule Us
New Doors & Openers Call
o Service 623.698.1438
« Installations e Repairs Or Online
3RJUNK.COM
(623)853'33]1 AZ's Premier
ROC #336007 Junk Removal Co
9, ASK ABoyy
AR THE Many
i r()\o SER Viceg
SYRVZ OFFEpy
“The Premier HandY‘“an"

480+442.2543

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424 )

Licensed = Bonded - Insured = License #300097

602-695-7302

Gutters

SUPERCHARGED

ELECTRIC
FREE
ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL® RESIDENTIAL

e Indoor/Outdoor
Lighting

o Appliance Circuits

e Panel Upgrades

o Ceiling Fans

o Troubleshooting/

o Inspection Repairs

o Remodels/Additions

(623)546-7714

www.superchargedelectric.com

Family-Owned & ted
LIC&S”%%SC#EISSO'BON%?I;\?SURED

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949 5 =
Doug: 480-363-3464 2=
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES &

[ ]
Licensed, Insured, Accredited . V/SA

Ask
About Our

nts,

D
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All Aspects of Home

IMPROVEMENT

ongppyen

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

 LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation

* Plumbing & Electrical

e Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards

* Entertainment/
Media Centers

Gell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

| 623-466-3683

ROC 221600  Licensed/Bonded

I 4 N

RELIABLE

Home Repoir & Maintenance

Full Service Handyman
&Remodeling
40 Years' Experience

FREE Estimates

623-594-5177

Quality Work, Honest
Service, Great Value!
not a licensed contractor

Landscaping

EIRSIEKCRINIION
LANDSGARPE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623268763112
H-

Your Ad Goes Here! 1oadvertisecall 623-972-6101

Landscaping

LIBRA
LANDSCAPING &
HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY
Specializing. in Trees
Palm Trimming
Pavers
Artificial Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping & More

FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B602-762-4766 Juan
&602-301 -_B 194 Libra

NATURE'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience
For all your
Landscape needs.
Lic # K21-153033
15%6 OFF
with ad
Jeff-
602.377.3755

natureshestlandscape
Senvices.com

Landscaping Plumbing

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION * REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets

* Faucets

* Water Heaters

* Garbage Disposals
623-670-8060

=== |icensed
Y ¥ Bonded

% Insured *BBB
;ﬂ Roc# 272507

(602)401-0886

v Operated by
Local Firefighters

v Packing Service
Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full'Service Moving

v/ Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

* Interior/Exterior
« Cabinet Repaints/
Stains

* Drywall Repairs

+ Cool Deck Repaints
* PORA Members
(623) 975-1871
daniel@dzpaint.com

www.dzpaint.com
Roc #240852

Tree Removal

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree
Care
*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Classifieds WORK
To advertise call 623-972-6101
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Plumbing Remodeling

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

Pipe Leak Repair * Fixture Installs « Hydro
Jetting * Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections
Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 dNeise

FREE ESTIMATES

O
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED * ROC 353346

Remodeling

[

Doing Business Since 2005

- -
It’s|Monsoon

We Do:
* Complete Re-Roof  Tile & Shingle Season!

* Repairs ¢ Coatings * Foam
* Metal ¢ Free Estimates

602.358.8458
Roofing

Lic #209598
Bonded & Insured

~Tile ~Shingle
~Foam ~Flat
Tile/ Leak Repair
Complete
Re-Roofing
Roof Maintenance &
Inspections
Waterproof Coatings
PORA/Member

592 30+ Years
Experience in AZ
ROC#122805
Residential
Commercial
Call Today
623-878-9832

AN

PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial

e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
TPO Roofing
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #32

4307

America’s #1 Awning

Call1-877-363-1321 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.




Public Notice

CITY OF SURPRISE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that at the date, time, and place
listed below, the City of Surprise Planning
and Zoning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing at the request of Jeremy Weber with
Evergreen Devco, Inc. relating to the pro-
posed Conditional Use Permit.

FS25-0733: A Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
for a drive-through facility to allow for the de-
velopment of a Zaxby'’s restaurant with drive-
though. The site is generally located on the
southeast corner of 163 Avenue and Pat
Tillmann Boulevard.

PROJECT LOCATION

MEETING DETAILS

Planning & Zoning Commission
Date: July 16, 2026
Time: 6:00 pm.
Place: Surprise City Hall
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

At these meetings any member of the pub-
lic may appear and be heard relative to this
request or may submit written comments at
any time prior to the Public Hearing. All writ-
ten comments regarding this request will be
made part of the record of the City. Any inter-
ested party may obtain an agenda 24 hours
prior to the Public Hearing at the Surprise
City Hall. Please note that this item will be
placed on the next available agenda should
the meeting be canceled or quorum be lost.
Leslie Carnie with the City of Surprise at 623-
222-3153 or Leslie.Carnie@surpriseaz.gov

for additional information.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, June 26,
Surprise Independent, July 1, 2026/45029 1

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Shadow Ridge girls basketball
ended Section 7 and summer ball
very excited to regroup late in the fall.

The Stallions won their last three
games against in-state opponents
at the Arizona Athletic Grounds in
Mesa.

And the school that watched two
of its neighbors in Surprise play for
state titles last year made their mark
at Section 7 led by a rising junior
point guard, a senior transfer and two
incoming freshmen.

“I think it’s our will to compete.
Starting out, they really didn’t know.
But now they have a will to compete
after the tournaments they’ve played
in. I'm super excited for next year,”
Coach Alan Mitchell said.

This was not a sure thing after lead-
ing scorer (21.6 ppg) and rebounder
(8.7 rpg) Danica Lindemann gradu-
ated, along with five other seniors.

Junior point guard Carley Sams
was the sure thing after getting back
together June 1. She averaged double
figures in scoring and more than four
assists as a sophomore in 2025-26.

“We’re seeing what complements
Carley very well because she’s an
elite point guard that can get to her
spots and be able to move around. So
having players be in the right spots
when she needs them, then she can
facilitate,” Mitchell said.

Shadow Ridge played a lot of
games this summer. The Stallions
traveled to the Thunderbird High
School summer league the night of
June 20 after an afternoon finale at
Section 7.

Sams said the team is practicing
with each other and testing out dif-
ferent things.
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Stallions girls hoops slowly builds
more confidence

Shadow Ridge point guard Carley Sams drives toward the basket during the Stallions’ final game of
Section 7 on June 20 in Mesa. Sams will be a junior next school year. (Independent Newsmedia/Rich-

ard Smith)

“I think we’ve already gotten to
know each other better off the court,
which helps us on the court,” Sams
said.

Incoming freshmen Isabella Perry,
a forward, and Elyssa Slack, a guard,
played large roles in Mesa.

Haidyn Bostick is transferring in
from Willow Canyon for her senior
year. Her three pointer in the final
minute gave the Stallions a 54-53
win over Sahuarita to close Section 7.

“To have players come in that at
least know the game and can put
some things together gives us confi-
dence that we’ll have another strong
season like we did last season,”
Mitchell said.

Tempe Corona del Sol held off
Shadow Ridge 58-53 in the opening
game of Section 7.

Comfortable wins against Desert
Edge and Scottsdale Rancho Solano
Prep led into the comeback victory

over Sahuarita.

“After our loss yesterday, which
was a tough loss, coming back and
winning three in a row was really
good for us,” Sams said.

It’s another small step for a pro-
gram that is starting to build momen-
tum as it enters Mitchell’s second
season as coach. Shadow Ridge went
18-9 last year.

Most importantly, the Stallions
broke through with a 6A play-in win
at Mesa Red Mountain. The pro-
gram did not make the play-in for
the 2024-25 season, but lost in that
round the previous three seasons.

Off their first trip to the 6A play-
offs, the Stallions are building confi-
dence.

“At the beginning we were in close
games and we would not know how
to handle it. After this game you can
tell we’ve calmed down more,” Sams
said.
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Candy & Lew Cryer “‘Q‘TOWN CRYE Rs’

602-402-4568 www.TownCryers.com
Allicon Cl"yﬁr McFarlin Email: homes@towncryers.com

480-416-9474 (602) 402 4568

Off‘
IW bb I d

| The Dog HOIISB IS celebratmy
A Its 1st Birthday!

Thursaay, July 2nd

=R Dog House Classic All Beet Hot Dog .
Birthday | 4 | just $2.50!
America! :

Best wishes
to you and
yours for a
wonderful

holiday
weekend

from
the “Town Cryers’
Lew, Sandy & Allison

Open Wed.- Sat - TIAM-3PM

Located in the Sateway shopping center
parking lot in Sun City West.
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