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EPCOR proposes
water rate
increases for
Sun City

By Zev Black
and Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

EPCOR Utilities Inc. is begin-
ning the process of raising water
rates in Sun City.

The company is filing a rate
case with the Arizona Corporation
Commission for all of its water dis-
tricts, excluding San Tan.

According to a statement from
EPCOR officials, the proposal in-
cludes three primary components:
consolidating  smaller  systems
— Gateway, Sun City, Sun City
West and Rio Verde — into the larg-
er Sonoran district, introducing a
more gradual approach to adjusting
certain costs over time and revising
the water usage tiers in Paradise
Valley.

Sarah Skaggs, associate direc-
tor of customer operations at EP-
COR, said the company will file
this month. Standalone rates with
no consolidation and a three year
phase-in will reach about $54.41
for customers using about 7,000

® See EPCOR on page 8
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By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

rizona’s Republican
Agubernatorial prima-

ry took center stage
June 27 as candidates
Scott Neely and U.S.
Rep. David Schweikert
debated before a crowd of
more than 100 Sun City
and Sun City West resi-
dents, while frontrunner
U.S. Rep. Andy Biggs
skipped the event and in-
stead addressed attendees
through a prerecorded
video.

The forum at Palm
Ridge Recreation Center
was originally scheduled
to feature all three Repub-
lican candidates. Biggs
did not attend, with cam-

® See Debate on page 9

Republican gubernatorial candi-
dates U.S. Rep David Schweikert
and Scott Neely debate at the Palm
Ridge Recreation Center June 27.
(Independent Newsmedia/Noah
Flug)
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Sun City authors weigh in on book bans

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Banning books in the United States
is nothing new. In fact, the practice
predates the U.S., when Puritan au-
thorities in Massachusetts banned
books they believed to be immoral.
Later, in 1873, the Comstock Act
was introduced as the first federal
tool for censorship, prohibiting “ob-
scene material” from being shipped
in the country.

In the 1900s, books like “Lady
Chatterley’s Lover,” “Tropic of
Cancer” and “The Grapes of Wrath”
faced bans for sexual content.

During the McCarthy era, many
books with supposed Communist
texts were barred from schools and
libraries.

According to the American Li-
brary Association Office for Intel-
lectual Freedom, 4,235 books were
challenged in 2025. This was the

(Submitted Photo/Metro Creative Graphics)

second highest number ever record-
ed by the OIF.

Additionally, the group found
around 39% of those books are
about the LGBTQ+ community and
people of color.

Tom Haugsby, a Sun City author,
stated in an email that he believes it
is unwise to ban books.

While serving on an Ohio school
board, a group of Black parents ap-
pealed to discontinue the teaching
of “Huckleberry Finn” claiming the
use of the n-word is “injurious to

their children.”

Haugsby did not believe banning
the book was the correct answer,
rather finding alternative options.

“Censorship intends to shield us
from the total facts of our existence,”
he stated. “Librarians, like teachers,
develop options for readers. They do
not, and should not, preclude curi-
osity, investigation or freedom of
choice. The important task of litera-
ture is to free minds and people, not
to censor them.”

Dick Waters, another Sun City
author, echoed that concern in an
email, pointing to a troubling pattern
in history.

“If my memory is correct, com-
munist countries tried confiscating
books and burning them,” he stated.
“It didn’t work out well for them and
it won’t work out well for us.”

That said, he believes authors
have a duty to carry responsibility

with that freedom.

“Authors have rights, but we also
have responsibilities,” he stated. “I
might drive over the speed limit, but
I know the rules and the limits, along
with the consequences.”

Creating more access for books is
playing out locally in Sun City.

In mid-June, Sun City Church of
the Palms, 14808 N. Boswell Blvd.,
unveiled a Free Little Library, fo-
cusing on books which have been
banned in some capacity in the
United States.

The library is open for anyone in
the community.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached
at zblack@iniusa.org. Please submit
comments at yourvalley. net/letters or
ematl them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meer our Civility Guide-
lines.
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Katherine Haley is a candidate for Arizona treasurer.
(Submitted Photo/SCW Republican Club)
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Abe Hamadeh is running for re-election for Arizona’s

8th district. (Submitted Photo/SCW Republican Club)

Maricopa County Recorder Justin Heap. (Submitted
Photo/SCW Republican Club)

Sun City West Republican Club to host
US congressman, other leaders

The Sun City West Republican Club
is hosting a meeting 9 a.m. Saturday, July
11, at Church on the Green, 19051 R.H.
Johnson Blvd.

Social time begins at 8:30 a.m. with
coffee and donuts available. The meeting
starts at 9:00 am. Paid-up members are
admitted without a donation. A $3 do-

THANK YOU

FOR READING OUR PAPER

news
your

e
Z

nation will be accepted at the door from
non-members, which helps pay for the
room rental.

July featured speakers will include:

+ Abe Hamadeh, US congressman 8th
District, candidate for re-election

+ Justin Heap, Maricopa County re-
corder

+ Katherine Haley, candidate for Ari-
zona treasurer

All Republicans and Independents
from the Sun Cities and surrounding areas
are welcome to attend SCW Republican
Club meetings.

For more information, go to scwrepub-
licans.com.
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Sun City’s Dick Waters hated reading, now he’s written 10 books

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Dick Waters, a Sun City resi-
dent, hated to read. He dreaded En-
glish class, avoided books whenever
he could and only started picking
them up because his job demanded
it. Then, in 2008 during his battle
with cancer, he discovered Danielle
Steel’s romance novels and never
turned back.

Now, 18 years later, he has written
10 books spanning multiple genres.
He said he’s very comfortable writing
in different styles.

“It’s not so much the different
genres,” Waters said. “It’s more give
me a picture, I'll write a story.”

His creativity stems from author
James Patterson, famous for his books
“Along Came a Spider” and “Kiss the
Girls.” Waters said he likes to emu-
late Patterson’s style.

“I fell in love with [him],” Waters

Sun City resident Dick Waters sits in his backyard
holding one of his books. (Independent Newsme-
dia/Zev Black)

said. “It was short chapters, changing
points of view. As I'm reading I was
like ‘oh I have to go to bed. Okay, five
more pages.’ I fell in love with that
style.”

So, he started writing for his own

pleasure.

Early in his writing career, Wa-
ters discovered a group called Indies
Unlimited. Each week, a moderator
would post a picture prompt, and au-
thors would write short stories based
on it.

He uploaded a story each week.

Another inspiration came from his
former math teacher and track coach,
Francis P. Kelley. Three days before
he died, Kelley and Waters met for
lunch where Waters was able to tell
Kelley how much he meant to every-
one he interacted with.

“He was another dad,” a teary-
eyed Waters said. “I’'m writing to give
it back to Mr. Kelley... I'm trying to
carry his staff. He helped so many
people and never knew how much of
an impression he had.”

Waters dedicated his book “Values
to ValYOUable” to Kelley.

Kelley’s lesson — that real success

means helping other people succeed
— became one of the core pillars of
what Waters calls his “Compass of
Values.” The document, which he
first wrote in 1990, lays out 33 mor-
al principles that he said have guided
him ever since.

‘While he writes for himself, he still
has other people in mind.

“My real goal is to make other
people successful,” Waters said. “Ev-
erybody can be successful. If you've
ever had success, what’s the criteria
of that success?”

‘What Waters wants before he dies
is simple: to hear how his book helped
someone else.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached
at zblack@iniusa.org. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or
email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meer our Croility Guidelines.
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John Goolshy, from Shepherd of the Hills, Roger Quan, Sun City West Posse, Deborah Gentry from
Shepherd of the Hills and Sun City West Posse Cmdr. Carolyn Patterson gather together for the $4,000
donation from the church. (Submitted photo/Shepherd of the Hills)

Shepherd of the Hills donates
$4,000 to Sun City West Posse

As Arizona temperatures continue
to soar, staying hydrated can be more
than just good advice because it can
save lives.

Recognizing the increased risk of
heat-related illness during the sum-
mer months, the congregation at
Shepherd of the Hills United Meth-
odist Church has donated $4,000 to
the Sun City West Posse to help pro-
vide bottled water, electrolyte hydra-
tion packets and insulated cooling
totes for community members who
may be vulnerable to extreme heat.

Health experts recommend drink-
ing water before feeling thirsty, aim-
ing for at least 64 to 80 ounces of wa-
ter each day, with an additional 24
to 30 ounces per hour when spend-
ing time outdoors. Many residents
and visitors venture outside for yard
work, shopping, recreation or other
activities without bringing enough
water.

To help meet this need, members
of the Sun City West Posse carry
insulated cooling bags stocked with
bottled water while patrolling neigh-
borhoods and shopping areas, allow-
ing them to offer immediate relief to

individuals who may be experiencing
heat distress. The posse headquarters
is designated by Maricopa County
as an official hydration center where
anyone can stop in for water and fla-
vored electrolyte hydration packets.

While many of the posse’s hydra-
tion supplies are provided through the
United Way, additional community
support helps ensure these lifesaving
resources remain available through-
out the hottest months of the year.

“Our community is strongest
when neighbors care for one anoth-
er,” said Pastor Deborah Lerner from
Shepherd of the Hills.

“We are grateful for the opportuni-
ty to partner with the Sun City West
Posse in helping keep our neighbors
safe, healthy, and hydrated during
Arizona’s challenging summer sea-
son.”

This donation reflects Shepherd
of the Hills’ ongoing commitment
to serving the wider community
through practical acts of compassion
and support, helping local organiza-
tions meet real needs and improve
the quality of life for residents across
the West Valley.
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EPCOR

¢ From page 1

gallons per month. Current rates in
Sun City are about $30.99 per month,
with Sun City West at $39.15.

Sun City resident Jill Duckett said
she’s “very sad” about this proposal.

“I have many rental homes in Sun
City, and this puts an extreme taxa-
tion on tenants,” she said.

Duckett added that, in her expe-
rience, EPCOR’s bill is about $70
per month. She said that generally
doesn’t change no matter how much
or how little water she uses.

“This leads me to believe that
there are too many fees on what EP-
COR charges,” she said. “I don’t dis-
agree that the price of water should
go up because of the availability and
supply and demand. However, the
cost of servicing this water district
is more expensive than I believe it
should be.”

EPCOR’s current rates residents
are based on 2019 and 2021 cost of
service levels, while inflation has in-
creased by approximately 25%-30%,
Skaggs said.

Proposed consolidation helps to
establish a shared rate structure, sta-
bilizes rates with costs spread across
customers, reduces large rate swings,
improves reliability with connected
systems and helps control costs and
support long term water planning,

Work being completed on a water tank at EPCOR. (Independent Newsmedia File Photo)

said Skaggs.

Based on the information provid-
ed by EPCOR officials, the proposed
water rate change for a 4,000 gallon
water user is $39.87

About 32 cents of that goes into
capital investment, 31 cents covers
operating costs and 34 cents goes
to taxes and regulatory items. That
leaves about 3 cents return on invest-
ment, but Skaggs said it is just an op-
portunity, not a guarantee.

“As costs increase, it directly re-
duces that margin, and at some point
we cannot continue to absorb that,”
she explained.

She said $56 million is needed
annually to maintain the current ser-
vice.

A formal rate request can take up
to two years to review and is based

on the cost from 2025. Customers
are notified to share comments and
attend meetings. Every question will
be reviewed, Skaggs said.

EPCOR officials believe the hike
is needed to protect the community
and water supply today and in the
future by replacing aging pipes, well
and facility and expanding the water
systems and strengthening storage
and delivery, Skaggs said. Water can
be moved where it is needed, when it
is needed.

Consolidation is being proposed
between Sun City, Sun City West
and Rio Verde.

“It is a shared grade structure
sharing the same people, facility,
customer services and access, which
helps establish rates, reduces large
rate swings and improves reliability,”

said Skaggs.

Other challenges include Arizona
facing growing water supply issues,
an ongoing drought and increase in
demand. She said utilities like EP-
COR must plan and invest, adding
there is no risk whatsoever for water
resources at this time.

Residents can review materials at
epcor.com, where the entire rate ap-
plication will be available for review.

Additionally, if individuals want
to know how this will specifically im-
pact a water bill that is not 7,000 or
4,000 gallon usage, they can contact
EPCOR customer service and infor-
mation will be provided about what
this rate increase means specifically
to an individual bill. Email mywa-
ter@epcor.com.

EPCOR officials believe growth
pays for growth, and if a large indus-
trial customer comes into the area,
they must pay their own way.

“If we have to build infrastructure
or upgrade, they pay for that and ei-
ther they build it or give it to us to
maintain,” she added.

Cynthia Zwick, Arizona Resident
Utilities Consumer Office director,
said these in-person meetings pro-
vide an opportunity for customers
to have a private conversation with
company leaders.

“Kudos to EPCOR at this point
for holding these information sessions
before filing,” she said. “I do believe

® See EPCOR on page 12
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Debate

¢ From page 1

paign staffer Grant Steiber citing a
“scheduling conflict” and declining
further comment. His campaign in-
stead submitted a prerecorded video
that was played for the audience.

Biggs’ absence quickly became
an issue during the forum, with both
Neely and Schweikert suggesting the
congressman was avoiding a live de-
bate.

“Andy Biggs didn’t show up today
because he doesn’t want to face me in
a forum where my microphone is not
muted,” Neely said.

Schweikert struck a similar tone,
telling the audience, “You’ve got to
show up at every group like this. You
show up everywhere and you earn
it.”

In his prerecorded remarks, Biggs

centered his campaign on Arizona’s
affordability crisis, calling it “the loss
of the American dream.”

“Young people going out, they
don’t think they can afford to buy a
home these days,” Biggs said. “And
we need to make sure that they can,
because that’s when they get on the
ladder. They build families, they
form families, which preserves our
history.”

He argued that Arizona should
reduce its dependence on California
fuel by bringing additional pipelines
from Texas into the state, saying low-
er fuel prices would ripple through
the broader state economy. Biggs also
blamed Gov. Katie Hobbs’ housing
policies for increasing home prices
and said Arizona should expand its
housing supply.

Biggs highlighted his experience
in state government and Congress,
saying he knows “how to get things

done.”

“I know how to work with people
across the aisle,” he said, citing legis-
lative work with Democratic leaders
including Hakeem Jefiries, Pramila
Jayapal and Jerry Nadler.

Neely, making his second run for
governor, focused heavily on educa-
tion, skilled trades and housing af-
fordability.

“I'm the candidate who’s going to
bring back trade schools, wood shop,
metal shop, vocational training,”
Neely said.

“We’re going to cut the college
budgets 30%. We’re going to have a
carve-out for trades.”

He argued artificial intelligence
will eliminate many white-collar jobs
over the next decade and said Arizo-
na should prepare students for skilled
labor careers instead.

Neely also proposed eliminating
property taxes for Arizona residents

65 and older, calling it overdue relief
for longtime taxpayers.

“Sixty-five plus will not pay prop-
erty tax under my administration.
Period.”

The candidate repeatedly attacked
Biggs throughout the forum, urging
voters to examine what he called the
“Biggs Files” on his campaign web-
site.

“I want to point out the Biggs
Files,” Neely said. “It’s his voting re-
cord. ... There are other things there
too, and it’s quite alarming.”

Schweikert emphasized his record
in Congress and argued Arizona’s af-
fordability problem has become the
state’s defining issue.

“We’re in rough shape,” Sch-
weikert said. “Over 45th in afford-
ability. In the last two years, wages
have gone down in Arizona. Our

® See Debate on page 12

Almeida Roofing Inc.

All Types of Roofing
602-743-3175
FREE Roof Inspections

www.almeidaroofing.com
Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC #215758




10 July 8, 2026 | Sun City Independent | YourValley.net

OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take
the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confirma-
tion. We welcome your photo. All
opinions must be no more than 300
words.

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar
month. Two submissions in the same
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibil-
ity of the person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Sun Citian wonders where
. )
singles’ rec center fees go

This is in response to Donna
Doft’s June 10, 2026, editorial,
Should singles pay the same rec fees
as couples? I totally agree.

After talking to a resident who
lived in Sun City for over 25 years,
she told me that they were grandfa-
thered in to only pay the amount for
singles. It was half the amount of the
Recreation Centers of Sun City fees
that we continue to pay as couples.
Where are those additional fees that
singles have to pay allocated to?

As residents, we need to examine
and question why singles should
have to pay the additional recreation
fee when at one time they did not
have to pay double the recreation
fees.

Where are those additional fees
allocated to? Are they going to those
who are snowbirds who are coming
in for a short time with their families
to live in Sun City?

Are some residents delinquent
in paying their fees due to the high
costs of recreation fees, equipment
and maintenance?

Recreation fees have skyrocketed
over the years. I realize that prices
for equipment and maintenance are
costly. However, look at how many
people live in Sun City and continue
to move here because they enjoy all
the amenities.

With this many people who live in
Sun City, [ would think that prices
not just for recreation fees but other
fees that Sun City residents must pay
should be kept to a minimum.

Let the singles continue to ques-
tion why they have to pay the double
recreation fees. Let the singles
question why was this change made
when at one time singles only had to

pay half the recreation fee.

Ann Canto
SUN CITY

This writeris using a pen name.

Reader agrees RCSC should
update bylaws

May I add my two cents’ worth,
i.e. experience, to Ken Litwak, who
shared about efforts to acquire a Sun
City privilege card for his compan-
ion?

My husband and I have a trust
but because I am a beneficiary, and
the deed to the house does not have
both of our names on it, I, too, had
to purchase a yearly privilege card
and was told the same thing about
the archaic bylaws, which may have
been understandable in the 1960s
and ’70s but certainly not in this day
and age.

The only thing that we and innu-
merable others can think of is that it
is a great money-maker? It certainly
does not make sense otherwise and
I would love to hear the Recreation
Centers of Sun City board’s expla-
nation.

Diane Spiger
SUN CITY

Why do voters keep electing
those who don’t serve us well?

Once again APS and EPCOR are
asking for significant rates increases.
Once again people rightfully are
upset about how much these rate
increases are. Now here is the irony
of all this.

The elected representatives that
sit on the board of APS and EP-
COR are all Republicans. Year after
year people complain about these
rate increases and then go back and
put the same people who approved
these increases back in office.

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

This reminds me of the old saying
that the definition of insanity is
doing the same things over and
over again and expecting a different
result.

Once again people voting against
their own interests, to satisfy a polit-
ical opinion.

Another question I have is since
many Sun City residents do not pay
school taxes, why do we keep elect-
ing Republicans to the State House
who gave away a billion dollars in
education vouchers with no receipt
or proof of how the money was
spent? Meanwhile, Arizona ranks
45th in school funding with our stu-
dents ranked 40th in the nation.

What? You want poorly educat-
ed kids to graduate in Arizona and
you don’t care how poorly these
students rank? Well, I can tell you
businesses wanting to come to Ari-
zona care about an educated work
force.

Just another conundrum that us
Arizona citizens must deal with
because people don’t bother to take
the time to research who they are
voting for and why.

James Kepler
SUN CITY

Photoshoot raises questions
about Hamadeh

As a resident of Arizona’s 8th
Congressional District, I was em-
barrassed to see Congressman Abe

® Sece Letters on page 11



BOCCE WINNERS

The Sun City Bocce Club’s May tournament winners are Tony Ariola, first place, Joyce Gottmann, sec-
ond, Dennis Johnson, third, and Verna Johnson, fourth. (Submitted photo/Rhonda Nelson)

Letters
¢ From page 10

Hamadeh recently become the
subject of national ridicule.

National media outlets mocked a
series of highly staged photographs
from Hamadeh’s congressional
office that looked more like a fash-
ion shoot than the workplace of a
member of Congress.

Rather than drawing attention
to his work on behalf of Arizona,
Hamadeh generated headlines that
raised serious concerns about his
judgment and priorities.

Unfortunately, this was not an
isolated incident. Over the past
year, his official social-media
presence has repeatedly produced
distractions ranging from peculiar
photo opportunities and question-
able intern content to posts that
appear designed to attract attention
rather than inform constituents.

At the same time, comments are
frequently blocked or restricted on
his official congressional Facebook
page, preventing constituents from
publicly responding to much of the
content he publishes.

Residents of AZ-08 deserve to
be known for our communities,
businesses, military veterans, re-
tirees, workers and families — not
for becoming the latest source of
internet mockery.

Whether one agrees with Con-
gressman Hamadeh'’s politics
or not, surely we can agree that
the goal of a congressional office
should be effective public service,
not social media stunts.

Arizona faces serious challeng-
es. Residents of AZ-08 deserve a
representative focused on solving
problems and exercising the sound
judgment required of a member of
Congress.

As voters evaluate who deserves
to represent AZ-08 in the future,
they should ask themselves a sim-
ple question: Is this the judgment,
seriousness and leadership they ex-
pect from a member of Congress?

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

This writer is using a pen name.
Congressional District 8 includes
parts of Glendale, Peoria, north
Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City West
and Surprise.
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2026 Republican Primary Golden Ticket for Voters in LD28
>< Clip and save and take with to the polls. <
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Voting early orin person on July 21
L Your primary vote matters!

Paid by Barbara Schwisow Concerned Citizen. PLEASE: Vote your Values!
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Alexander Kolodin @»
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CORPORATION COMMISSION
Ralph Heap @

ARIZONA STATE HOUSE - LD28
Heather Rooks @»
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The voice from the
heart of Sun City West

The oldies you grew up with and love
Listen at SunCityWestRadio.com

A N.W. Valley community service of the Sun City West Broadcast Club
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YOUR SUN CITY REALESTATE TEAM

Kurt N Lisa
Realty One Group

* 30 Plus Years of Real Estate Expertise * We are here to guide you through

the selling or purchasing process

* We Offer Professional advise on ensuring smooth & successful

FREE SUMMER MOVIE, LUNCH SERIES RETURNS

staging, repairs & Pricing transactions Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church, 13658 W. Meeker Blvd., invites the community to its
* Targeted marketing, Photography & o Find us on @3 Youlube at free summt?r movie series. Ht_ald on the second anfl fourth Wednesda_y of the month, througl_l Sep_tem-
Video to ensure your listing stands out KurtNLisasOpenHouse ber, the series offers a complimentary lunch at 12:30 p.m. and a movie at 1 p.m. A love offering will be

available to support the series. This year’s movie lineup includes: July 8 - “The Help”; July 22 - “The
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”; Aug. 12 - “Where the Crawdads Sing”; Aug. 26 - “Casablanca”; Sept. 9 -

Thank you for considering our services, together, we can achieve your real estate goals.
“As Good as It Gets” and Sept. 23 - “Fried Green Tomatoes.” Call 623-584-2280 or visit shepherdumc.

Live and work in Sun City Arizona 55+ Community Specialist.

Lisa Wade 602.541.8211

Kurt Kominski 602.541.4107

Realty One Arizona | Dove Realty Inc. Washington

CONTACT US TODAY

Eﬁi}‘ﬂg READY FOR A BETTER NIGHT’S SLEEP?

4 Simply scan the QR code, enter your
£ information, and receive a call from one of
our service representatives to help you use
your insurance benefits.

ConvaCare

org for more information. (Submitted photo/Luna Lorenzano)

FROMTHE COVER

EPCOR

e From page 8

the company is coming to those com-
munities to truly hear what their cus-
tomers have to say about it, and that
is incredibly important. This is an op-
portunity to have customer concerns
and support heard.”

Zwick said once EPCOR files,
RUCO will file a motion to intervene
in the case 30 days later. She said

throughout this process, it is unusual
for a company to get everything they
are asking for, but the exact outcome
is unknown until the ACC votes.

Email ratecasequestions@epcor.com.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached ar
sblack@iniusa.org. Please submit com-
ments at yourvalley. net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long as they
meet our Cioility Guidelines.

Rightway Pharmacy
14806 N Del Webb Blvd, Sun City, AZ 85351 | Phone: (623) 266-0021 | Fax: (623) 266-0068

Debate

e From page 9

working middle class is getting poorer
here.”

He outlined proposals to lower pre-
scription drug prices, streamline state
permitting through artificial intelli-
gence and modernize government op-
erations.

“We have the technology,” Sch-
weikert said, arguing permit reviews
that now take months could eventually

be completed in minutes.

Schweikert also devoted attention to
Arizona’s long-term water supply, de-
scribing it as a management challenge
rather than an immediate shortage.
Closing the debate, Schweikert argued
that Republicans face a pivotal election.

“As of a month ago, there are now
more Independents in Arizona than
there are Republicans,” he said. “If we
do not win the Independents, we are in
dark, dark and troubled times.”

Primary Election Day is July 21.



| ENGAGEMENT |
Resident stays engaged

When Michael Peters moved
into Sun City West Assisted Living,
13810 W. Sandridge Drive, he didn’t
just settle in — he got involved and
became engaged right away.

Peters is a fixture on the communi-
ty’s welcoming committee, greeting
new residents and helping run events
and programs. He calls Bingo. He
shakes hands. He shows up. He even
earned his food handler’s license so
he could pitch in at happy hour, a
detail that says everything about the
kind of resident he is.

“Michael is one of those people
who makes this place better just by
being here,” said Carrie Kaye, life en-
richment director of Sun City West
Assisted Living. “He doesn’t wait to
be asked; he shows up, rolls up his

Michael Peters (Submitted photo/Dawn Miller)

sleeves, and does whatever needs to
be done. Getting his food handler’s li-
cense so he could help at happy hour?
That’s just Michael. We’re lucky to
have him.”

Visit pegasusseniorliving.com/
sun-city-west for more information.
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Avtomatic Discounts For All Veterans,
Ist Responders & Seniors 65+

25% Off Repairs &
10% Off Major Purchases

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

$25 OFE SUMMER AMERICA’S 250™
5 Year Extended Warranty MADNESS VIP CELEBRATION
$5O OFE MAINTENANCE $25O OFF

10 Year Extended Warranty
Discount applies to ANY new residential
system that has been installed within
two years. Expires 7/31/26.

$29.95

Expires 7/31/26.

PER TON NEW SYSTEM
Financing available. Cannot be combined
with other discounts. Expires 7/31/26.

A+

602-837-4616 www.icicleairllc.com

ROC#359632

 wemER |
Local author a finalist for

indie book award

Local author Rita Hanner-Ward
has been named a finalist in the 20th
annual National Indie Excellence
Book Awards for her novel, “Tears of
Iemanja,” recognized in the category
of Multicultural Fiction.

The NIEA, now in its 20th year,
is a program honoring books from in-
dependent authors and small presses
across the country. Each year, the
competition highlights works that
demonstrate exceptional storytelling,
craft and presentation.

“Tears of Iemanja” has already
been recognized as the winner of the
International Impact Book Award in
Romance, Multicultural & Interra-
cial. This new honor marks another

milestone for Hanner-Ward, who
writes under the pen name Kiva
Wolfe and is currently expanding
into screenwriting.

“This recognition is deeply mean-
ingful,” Hanner-Ward said, “and I'm
honored to be included among so
many talented independent authors.”

The full list of winners and finalists
is available at indieexcellence.com.

“Tears of Iemanja” is available
through major online retailers, in-
cluding Amazon, Barnes & Noble
and Google Play, and in large print
through IngramSpark’s global distri-
bution.

Visit ritahanner-ward.com and
kivawolfe.net for more information.

og@!go . We Have Openings in our Life
isio Benevilla  Enrichment Day Programs
(o)

Benevilla Life Enrichment Day Programs
offer support and companionship to
older adults needing daytime
assistance. This gives caregivers peace
of mind to work, handle personal
matters, or unwind while their loved
one receives quality care and spends
time in a safe active environment.

WE SERVE: Individuals with MCI (Mild Cognitive Impairment),
dementia, stroke survivors, Parkinson’s, and adults with intellectual
disabilities.

THREE UNIQUE PROGRAMS

IN THE NORTHWEST VALLEY

Surprise | Sun City | Peoria

) Ad Sponsored by:
INDEPENDENT

SCHEDULE A TOUR: 623-584-4999 | www.Benevilla.org
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| WELCOME |
Church welcomes new lead pastor

Dr. Jay Knoles is the new lead
pastor at Church on the Green,
19051 N. R.H. Johnson Blvd.

Knoles began his Christian jour-
ney in the early 1970s as a grad-
uate of Teen Challenge. He soon
met and married his wife of 53
years, Doris.

Following his call to full-time
ministry, Knoles was ordained
with the Assemblies of God in
1978 while on active duty as a
chaplain’s assistant in the United
States Air Force.

He has earned an M.A. in Bibli-
cal Studies at Fuller Seminary and
a Doctor of Ministry from the As-
semblies of God Theological Sem-
inary.

He has served in a range of min-
isterial endeavors, including 42
years as a missionary to Native

HOMEMART

ALLAN HARSH
EE REAL ESTATE TEAM
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-
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Americans, Bible college profes-
sorships and pastoring in Winslow.

Knoles and Doris have lived in
Sun City West since 2018.

She has served as administrative
assistant to college presidents at
two colleges and taught financial
workshops.

She now serves Church on the
Green as the executive administra-
tor.

Sunday morning services are at
9:30 a.m. and the weekly Bible
study takes place 6 p.m. Wednes-
days.

From September through May,
the church serves Sun City West,
Sun City and surrounding commu-
nities with the following assistance
on Thursdays: food distribution
8:30-10:30 a.m. and a soup kitchen
with a free meal 10:30 a.m.-noon.

COMMISSIONS
AS LOW AS

$999*

AIN | -\ LER
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The PORA Roads, Traffic and Safety Committee meeting always draws a favorable crowd to express
concerns to various local officials. (Independent Newsmedia/Jennifer Jimenez)

Signal light timing
monitored by MCDOT system

Database keeps record
of happenings at
various intersections

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The timing of traffic signals contin-
ues to be a concern for Sun City West

Financial Security Group

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

ovik 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

residents.

Specifically, individuals are in-
quiring about the timing of yellow
lights, as well as the longer duration
of what residents believe the red lights
are running. This includes the inter-

® See Traffic on page 18
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¢ Living Trusts & Wills

* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds
* Retirement Income Planning
¢ Insurance & Annuities
¢ Roth Conversions

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

No legal advice given — Not a law firm



The Northwest Valley Democrat Club recently hosted speakers from Save Our Schools Arizona. (Sub-

mitted photo/Rudy Grom)

Save Our Schools
representative briefs
Northwest Valley Democrats

The Northwest Valley Democrats
Club concluded its spring meeting
schedule with a May 13 gathering
featuring two speakers from the Save
Our Schools Arizona organization.

SOSA is a nonpartisan, commu-
nity-based organization dedicated to
strengthening public education state-
wide. T'wo of their five core priorities
include keeping public funds in pub-
lic schools and ensuring accountabil-
ity for all public education spending
were addressed in their presentation.

At the national level, Arizona
public schools rank near the bottom
in several critical educational areas.
The Empowerment Scholarship Ac-
count program now costs the state
over $1 billion annually.

The implementation of the pro-
gram has come under fire for years,
as large amounts of monies are being
improperly spent without account-
ability. SOSA is working to tighten
the qualification requirements for
the ESA program and will continue
its fight to improve Arizona Public
schools, as it advocates for increased

teacher salaries and smaller class siz-
es.

Additional information about
Save Our Schools Arizona can be
found at sosarizona.org.

A volunteer member of Organized
Solidarity Collective Arizona also
spoke to the club about their mission,
which includes supporting immi-
grant families who have had a family
member deported. She thanked the
club members who have volunteered
their support, plus those who have
donated items and/or made financial
contributions.

Prior to closing the meeting, club
president Maria Bears reminded all
members to stay involved over the
summer. The club website will have
updated information on local events
during the upcoming months, prior
to the next scheduled club meeting
in the fall.

A monthly happy hour will be 5
p.m. on the second Wednesday of the
month, June- August, with addition-
al club information at northwestval-
leydemocrat.com.
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“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE

PALMER'S 1974!
KitchenS BAtl 8 Beyoud
(RAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE o INTEGRITY
YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE

FOR HOME UPDATES
INCLUDING:

¢ Kitchens ¢ Counter Tops
* Bathrooms ¢ Flooring

* Walk-in Showers
* Walk-in Tubs

* Painting
* Outdoor Living

— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

Y X- 1 N \T\'@ 623-977-4458

PROJECT $5000 OR MORE www.PalmersandBeyond.com

Must mention this offer at time of signing.

Call Today 623-977-4458

Mpy@éuy
NEEERAALY

ROC269037 | Licensed | Bonded | Insured

CELEBRATE FREEDOM SAVINGS!*

| E!E[ E I )

. Service Call i Keep Cozy. Be Comfortable. !

§  with $250 repair or new product purchase | | |

LOCE‘ area ﬂﬂl

‘ -Mtﬁnentl ncou&Acl now! Of Oy{er exp\res 7/31/2026 ’ l $75 PREE '

1 FREE Reverse w05 1, AIC Second [

"0 S veluel 1 . Inspection Opinions on

: smosis dystem e | HVAC Svstems "
with Qualifying New Kitchen or Bath Remodel *- | et vty Mot moon ystems ,

' Local area only. Call for more details. applicable coupon. Act now! Offer Must mention applicable coupon.

() Must mention coupon. Act now! Offer expires 7/31/2026 ) expires 71312026 Act now! Offer expires 7/31/2026

.\

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT
0% Financing Program

D ¢
F for Qualified Buyers

www.sunlandpc.com

BONDED - ROC #186320 - 155284 - 243189 - INSURED
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WITH VETERANS

Plan For The Future -

E For Yourself & Those You Love

." 9:00 AM | THURSDAY, JULY 9
12420 N. 103" Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351
\ RSVP 623-979-6451
|
(
WWW.MENKEFUNERALHOME.COM

Learn about:
K K K K K P

3

Military Burial Benefits | Preplannning & Benefits
Life Insurance & Financial Protection ‘

Sponsored By:

RMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHzs

OMAHA STEAKS,

ONE BITE

AND YQU'LL KNOW
CEXD

Butcher’s Classic Grill Collection
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z.)
4
1

Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers (6 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

82395AXS separately $265-:95 39999
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Classic3783
1.855.758.1301 Ask for offer 82395AXS

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Free shipping will be applied to select package (SKU 82395). Minimum
purchase of $99 per shipping address to qualify for free gift. 1 free gift per shipping address. The free gift does not apply to the
purchase of Gift Cards, Certificates, Wine, Wine & Food Packs, Gift Baskets, Gourmet Salame, Caviar, and Custom Cuts. This offer
cannot be combined with any other offer and is not valid on pending or prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply. Some
products may not be available for sale in your area. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 09/30/26. Omaha Steaks, LLC 26M10301

Emily Dorazio, her daughter Bernadette, and club members Janet Fanning, Judy Holder, Mary Jane
Grima and Brenda Piana. (Submitted photo/Mary Jane Grima)

Sewing club seeks donations
for charity projects

The Bell Stitchers, a volunteer
sewing club based at the Bell Rec-
reation Center, is dedicated to cre-
ating handmade items for those in
need. The group regularly donates to
local nursing homes, Hospice of the
Valley, veterans, the Navajo Nation,
Foster Children Choices, Delivering
Dreams and area elementary schools.

Recently, one of the club’s lifetime
members, Emily Dorazio, who cele-
brated her 105th birthday in April,
was brought by her daughter, Ber-
nadette. Dorazio was a very active
member who sewed many children’s
clothes and crocheted and knitted
other items.

The club also sells many items
are on display in the room. Most
popular items available are bowl co-
zies, scrubbies, hanging towels and

aprons. Members are starting to make
jelly roll placemats and have them on
display.

Members sew a variety of items,
including children’s clothing, adult
clothing protectors (bibs), lab robes,
quilts, teacher aprons, chair book
bags and other requested pieces.

The club’s stash of material is
dwindling members need donations,
especially of cotton fabric and bat-
ting and polyester material used in
lap robes; Children’s ponchos are
made with fleece. Donations are ac-
cepted during opening hours. Sum-
mer hours run through Sept. 30: 9
a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Friday and the
first and third Saturday.

Membership is open to RCSC
cardholders. Annual dues are $3 and
run through Dec. 31.



HAPPY HOUR 3PM - 5PM PRIVATE ROOM

AVAILABLE, SEATS
35 PEOPLE

MON - SAT
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

15% OFF

With Coupon. One Coupon Per Table.

(Not For Delivery)

9803 W Bell Road, Sun City, AZ 85351
480-635-4801 S

Daily news at
your fingertips

Sign up e

INDEPENDENT
f or y our at YourValleynet

\ newsletter c——

Sun City Meals on Wheels
will do the cooking

Two healthy meals delivered daily
Your choice of days, even holidays

Food allergy? Diabetic? Special diets?
No problem!

To start your nutritious meals
Call Sun City Meals on Wheels office

623-974-9430

Monday-Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
NEW VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME

Follow our website at www.suncitymealsonwheels.org

Sun City Meals on Wheels is a 501¢(3) nonprofit organization. Our EIN is 86-6090080.
We are a Qualifying Charitable Organization (QCO) with the State of Arizona QCO#22862
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Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these

civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.
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Sun City Lions honor food
bank founder

The Sun City
Midweek Bell Li-
ons Club recent-
ly honored Jesse
Ramirez, Valley
View Community
Food Bank found-
er, with the Mel-
vin Jones Fellow-
ship. One of the
missions of Lions
Clubs Internation-
al is “feeding the
hungry,”  which
the Lions believe
is epitomized by
Ramirez. Each
year, the food bank
feeds hundreds of

thousands of peo- |ion jan Wagner and Valley View Community Food Bank founder
ple. Jesse Ramirez. (Submitted Photo/Jan Wagner)

Traffic

¢ From page 14

sections of R.H. Johnson and Stardust
boulevards, as well as R.H. Johnson
Boulevard and 151st Avenue.

Hasina Luna, Maricopa County
Department of Transportation traffic
design branch manager, said the oper-
ations department is in charge of the
cameras and the performance utilizes
measuring tools.

“They found everything is done ac-
cording to standard and policies and
there are no issues going on. I have
mentioned it in my email with John
(Quinn), there is a database and every
single second is calculated and every
minute captured. Someone did not go
out in the field and just look,” she ex-
plained.

The data shows the left turn demand
is frequent and traffic clears before the
light turns. Only 15% of cycles show
use of all the available green time on a
left turn. More data showed 23% of cy-

cles left turn ended the phase early and
it looks like the standards are being met.
Luna said the system is regularly mon-
itored and that will continue to happen
to see if anything drops off or goes bad.

Sun City West Posses Cmdr. Caro-
lyn Patterson said she would like MC-
DOT to provide the expectations at
specific intersections, such as Camino
del Sol and R.H. Johnson because it
seems cars sit there a long time at a red
light.

“If you provide the specific time, we
can look into what occurred there ex-
actly at that time using the database,”
said Luna.

John Quinn, committee chairman,
said in 2024 the left turn lane at Meek-
er onto Camino del Sol went through
a traffic study and any issues were ad-
dressed at that time.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenes can be reached ar

Jimenez@iniusa.org. Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@

iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Croility Guidelines.

GRILL SEASON MEETS
GROWTH SEASON

4,107

13-MONTH CD | RATE PROMO

MONEY MARKET

2.26%

$2,500 DEPOSIT OR MORE

Stop by your local branch or visit us
online to earn this limited-time rate.

10736 W. Bell Rd. | Sun City | 480-808-2210
13503 Camino Del Sol | Sun City West | 480-559-8400

'Advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of June 30, 2026. Minimum $5,000 deposit to open and earn stated CD APY. Penalty
may be imposed for early withdrawal. Visit www.suncanyon.bank for more details. FDIC coverage is provided through Banterra Bank; see FDIC
for more details. Limits apply and customer eligibility criteria may apply. Advertised Annual Percentage Yields (APY) accurate as of June 30,
2026. Tiers for Money Market include $2,500-$99,999 at 2.26% APY; $100,000+ at 2.26% APY. Minimum $2,500 deposit and minimum daily balance
to open and earn corresponding tier APY. Money Market rates are subject to change, fees may reduce earnings. Withdrawal limitations may apply.

Suncanyon.bank | A Division Of Banterra Bank | MEMBER FDIC

America’s #1 Awning

Call1-877-363-1321 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

. SAVE $350 when you transform
SunSetlon $3 v )
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.




| THEATER
TheaterWorks opens season

with ‘Annie’ in Peoria

44-actor cast includes local
young talent and therapy dog
Bailey

TheaterWorks is opening its 2026-
27 main stage season with the iconic
musical “Annie” at the Peoria Center
for the Performing Arts, 10580 N.
83rd Drive.

With an uplifting message of hope,
the show continues to inspire audi-
ences of all ages more than four de-
cades after its Broadway debut.

TheaterWorks Director of Patron
Experience Paul Pedersen believes the
musical’s enduring popularity lies in its
universal appeal.

Leading the production is Valley di-
rector and choreographer Molly Lajoie,
a graduate of the University of Notre
Dame and AMDA New York. Lajoie
has worked extensively throughout the
Phoenix metropolitan area as a direc-
tor, choreographer and performer. She
currently serves as a faculty associate in
Arizona State University’s Music The-
atre and Opera Program and is the
director of Phoenix Theatre Compa-
ny’s Summer of Dance.

Music direction for the production
is provided by TheaterWorks Music
Director Lincoln Wright.

The title role of Annie will be
played by Azra Kearns, who The-
aterWorks audiences may remember
from her performance as Matilda in
the company’s 2022 production of
“Matilda.” Joining her is Shani Bar-
rett as Miss Hannigan. Barrett returns
to TheaterWorks for the first time
since appearing as Diana Morales in
the company’s 2018 production of “A
Chorus Line.”

The cast also features Scott Hyder
as Oliver Warbucks, Lynn D’ Ambro-

si as Grace Farrell, Vinny Chavez as
Rooster, Savoy Antoinette as Lily St.
Regis, and Everly McClurg as Molly.

The production features a
multi-generational cast of 44 per-
formers, including 17 young actresses
portraying Annie’s fellow orphans,
creating a vibrant and energetic en-
semble that showcases talent from
across the Valley.

One of the production’s most an-
ticipated stars, however, may be its
four-legged cast member.

For the role of Sandy, Theater-
Works has cast Bailey, an eight-year-
old Golden Retriever from Sun City
West. While this marks Bailey’s the-
atrical stage debut, he is already well-
known throughout the Northwest
Valley as “Bailey the Book Dog.”

Alongside his owners, Wendy and
Sid, Bailey regularly volunteers at
two local hospitals and three branches
of the Surprise Public Library, where
he helps encourage young readers
through literacy programs. Bailey
is also featured in the production’s
primary promotional photography
alongside Kearns and Barrett.

Featuring beloved songs such as
“Tomorrow,” “Maybe,” and “It’s the
Hard Knock Life,” Annie tells the
story of a determined young orphan
whose optimism changes the lives
of everyone she meets. Its themes of
hope, perseverance and family have
made it a cherished favorite for gen-
erations of theatergoers.

Tickets for “Annie” are on sale
now and start at $38. Tickets may
be purchased online at theaterworks.
org or by calling the TheaterWorks
Box Office at 623-815-7930 (option
0). The Box Office is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Your Hometown

Dentist

Serving The Sun Cities for Over 30 years

s New Patient Special
includes X-rays & Exam
Not to be combined with insurance

We Accept Most Dental Insurances

in office discount plan for
those without insurance

Dr. llian Barber, DMD
Midwestern University Doctor
of Dental Medicine

Patrick A. Carr, DDS
Creighton University, Omaha
Nebraska. Bachelor of Science -
Doctorate of Dental Surgery

(3
r’\

Sun City Der

/ 10333 W. Coggins Dr.
- Sun City AZ, 85351

623-933-0078

‘enter www.SunCityDentalCenter.com
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FREE X-RAY &

IMPLANT CONSULT
Call Now 623-214-7898

Implant Expert 30+ Years

e General & Cosmetic
Dentistry

¢ Do You Want To Save
Your Teeth? We Can Help

e Full Mouth Rehab
¢ Denture/Partial Repair

And Reline While You Wait We Will
e Lab On Site Meet or Beat
Any Price in
o We will Meet or Beat Our Area!

Any Price in our area

|
623-214-7898
Camino e 5o 13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
i www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

Western fhu
Bank - Invest - Insure

Your Hometown Bank
-

GROW WITH CONFIDENCE.

4-MONTH, 7-MONTH, OR 11-MONTH CD

%

3.65%

623-561-4800 - WESTERNBANKS.COM
10050 W Bell Rd, Suite 6 * Sun City

tage Yield (APY) eff

e
Resident serves more

than 33 years in Navy

Prepares to celebrate his
103rd birthday

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Later this month, a 25-year Sun
City West resident and veteran will
celebrate his 103rd birthday and is a
living testament to the values of duty,
sacrifice and patriotism.

Wilfred E. Blessing is a retired
captain from the United States Navy
who was a pilot in both WWII and
the Korean War.

His wife Suzanne Blessing said his
experiences and stories are a treasure
and gratitude to others.

“His life and service make him a
blessing to many people,” she said.

Wilfred will be featured on the
Discovery Channel Healing Heroes
Foundation, a program that preserves
history by documenting the lives of
U.S. Military heroes in January 2027.

Part of the interview he took part
in includes his time serving in World
War II and Korea for 33 and one-half
years. Wilfred said he had two ca-
reers throughout his life, including
the Navy and architecture.

Wilfred graduated from high
school at age 16 and he needed a par-
ent signature to join the Navy then.

In 1941 his father passed away and
while his mother did not want him to
go, she signed off and he went to San
Diego.

Throughout his military career,
Wilfred flew 17 different types of
planes, which was pretty much ev-
erything the Navy had at that time.
When he turned 19, Wilfred said he
received his wings, but he became a
stenographer where he was on active
duty in San Diego with the fleet. Wil-

Suzanne and Wilfred Blessing celebrate his ex-
periences in the military. (Independent News-
media/Jennifer Jimenez) Wilfred Blessing and a
crew of Navy members go over maps. (Submitted
photo/Suzanne Wilfred)

fred said the only choice the Navy
gave him was whether he wanted to
fly single or a multi-engine planes.

“I became an instrument flight in-
structor, and after that tour of duty, I
went into transport flying equipment
and supplies into the islands as they
were taken,” he said.

When Wilfred graduated from
high school, he was ripe for the draft,
and he wanted to make his own
choice.

After joining the reserves, he had
to make a choice. Either go to col-
lege, compliments of the Navy or join
the airlines because he was qualified
as an airline captain but decided to
continue with the Naval Reserves.

Blessing said in part, the Navy
was a defining element of his life and
he owes the Navy for a great deal of
training and experiences.



YourValley.net | Sun City Independent | July 8, 2026 21

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 7/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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Resident raises concerns during emergency incidents

AFMA officials say ‘steer it
and clear it’ when it comes to
minor accidents

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The common misconception
when a vehicle collision occurs is to
keep the vehicle in the exact place of
the incident. However, Arizona Fire
& Medical Authority officials suggest
“steer it and clear it.”

Deputy Chief Kane Nixon said if
the accident is a minor fender-bend-
er, nobody is seriously injured and
the vehicles can still safely drive, then
it should be moved.

“Carefully move the cars out of the
travel lanes to the shoulder, a median,
or a nearby parking lot. Leaving driv-
able vehicles in the middle of a road-
way dramatically increases the risk of
a secondary, much worse chain-reac-
tion crash, and it creates massive traf-
fic backups that delay our emergency
vehicles from getting to other critical
calls,” he explained.

Moving to safety doesn’t change
who was at fault, but it absolutely
keeps everyone safer, he added.

If residents are involved in a traf-
fic accident, it depends on where the
vehicle comes to rest, but the default
rule of thumb is if the car is in the
middle of a busy roadway it is gener-
ally much safer staying inside it with
your seatbelt buckled until emergen-

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What is your opinion on this issue?

Send letters, 300 words or less, to
jjimenez@iniusa.org.

cy services arrives, Nixon said.

He described the vehicle as a
multi-ton shield equipped with air-
bags and crumple zones.

“The moment you step out onto
a busy street, you become an unpro-
tected pedestrian exposed to passing
traffic. Now, there are two major ex-
ceptions. If your vehicle is on fire, or
if you’ve managed to safely pull com-
pletely off the roadway onto a wide

Reliable Underground Water ¢ Sewer Solutions
Serving Our Community with Quality & Care

Need dependable installation, repair, or maintenance for your
underground water or sewer lines?

We've got you covered!

New Installations - Residential & Commercial
Emergency Repairs - 24/7 Rapid Response

Upgrades & Replacements - Modern, Efficient Systems
Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Peace of Mind Guaranteed

Ryan Coppinger
602-980-4929
ryanc@rlcconstruction-lic.com

Sun City West resident Angie Jones captured this photo of a car accident near the intersection of
Camino del Sol and Spanish Gardens. (Submitted photo/Angie Jones)

shoulder or a nearby parking lot,
then it makes sense to exit carefully
and move to a safe sidewalk or grassy
area,” said Nixon.

Individuals stuck in a lane of traffic
should stay there, turn on the hazard
lights and wait for the big fire appara-
tus to block the traffic.

Sun City West resident Angie
Jones said she is concerned with the
way drivers approach accident scenes
and think some are posing more of a
risk.

When approaching an accident,
Nixon said slow down and if at all
possible, avoid the area entirely. In

fact, he said driving “as normal” past
emergency scene is incredibly dan-
gerous. In addition, if individuals
hear of a blocked intersection, he said
taking a different route is helpful be-
cause it keeps the perimeter clear so
fire engines, ambulances and police
cars can maneuver quickly.

“The absolute best way passing
drivers and pedestrians can help us
is by focusing entirely on their own
safety and giving us the room to do
our jobs. I know our community is
incredibly caring, and people nat-
urally want to see if they can lend a

® See Emergency on page 23

PATIO COVERS " PATIO ENCLOSURES = PATIO RESCREENS
SUNSCREENS  ROLLUP SHADES
Arizona's Best Sunscreens = 602-810-0700

Jason Henderson = Dean Matthies = Over 30 years experience
azbestscreens.com - azbestsunscreens@gmail.com - PORA & SCHOA Certified - ROC 348596 - bonded - insured




Emergency
¢ From page 22

hand, which is a beautiful trait of Sun
City West. But an active emergency
scene is a complex, high-risk work
zone,” he explained.

The exceptions are if individuals
are directly involved or have a spe-
cific medical skill and witnessed the
crash.

“Arizona law requires driv-
ers to exercise caution when-
ever they approach a station-

ary vehicle displaying flashing or
warning lights,” MCSO Sgt. Joa-
quin Enriquez stated in an email.
The best thing a driver can do is
change lanes to move away from a
vehicle on the side of the road. How-
ever, should this not be possible, it is
acceptable to maintain a safe speed
under Arizona’s Move Over Law.
“This law helps protect law enforce-
ment (MCSO) firefighters, EMS
personnel and stranded motorists
who may be working or standing near
moving traffic,” Enriquez stated.
He added that personal safety is the
number one priority should someone
witness a crash. After that, she ad-
vised to call 911 if there are “inju-
ries, vehicles blocking traffic, fire or
other hazards.”

When calling 911, individuals
should provide the location, number
of vehicles involved, any injuries and
immediate danger. Enriquez added
that people should not place them-

NOW ACCEPTING MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS

Dentures
Repuired
Same Day

Root Canal
Treatment
Done on Site

623-974-5834

10659 NW Grand Ave.
Ste 4, Sun City

Located in Fry’s Shopping Center

United Healthcare Dual Complete, Mercy Care Advantage, Gold Kidney, Eternal, SCAN, Banner, Well Care
Refirees & Families Welcome © Emergencies Seen Same Day © Walk-Ins Welcome

selves in danger trying to help others
unless it is “an immediate life threat-
ening emergency and it can be done
safely.

“Unless you are trained to pro-
vide emergency medical care, please
avoid moving injured persons un-
less they are in immediate danger,
such as from fire or oncoming traf-
fic,” she stated. “Witnesses often
provide valuable information that
helps MCSO accurately determine
what occurred. However, the public
should avoid interfering with inves-
tigations or remaining at the scene
longer than necessary once their in-
formation has been provided.”

Nixon said residents can protect
emergency personnel by treating
their workspace with the same cau-
tion as a high-risk construction zone.
Put cell phones away, eliminate dis-
tractions inside your car and pay
close attention to the firefighters or
police officers who are directing traf-
fic. In addition, drivers should nev-
er drive over a fire hose lying across
the road. Nixon said it is an absolute
lifeline for putting out fires and pro-
tecting crews.

“If the community focuses on pro-
tecting us, we can focus 100% of our
energy on the emergency,” he add-
ed.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be reached ar

Jjimenez@iniusa.org. Please submit comments

at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to

AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

AZ DENTAL CARE

Gentle Affordable Quality Care
Dr. Minal Mehta, D.D.S.

Graduate of University of the Pacific, San Francisco

Accept Most Insurances including Military & AHCCCS

Payment Plans Avadilable

OFFERING SECOND OPINIONS

AND DENTAL CONSULTATIONS
TIME TO USE YOUR INSURANCE BENEFITS
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- FREE SEMINAR -

Make sure your Estate Plan is in place or up to date. Don’t miss this enjoyable,

FREE SEMINAR that has been taught throughout Arizona for decades. Get a practical,
easy-to-understand comparison of Wills vs Living Trusts that has helped thousands of
people from all income levels and circumstances. Have peace of mind knowing how
to obtain the right documents, protect yourself from probate and save money.

Bob Mariner, Estate Planner, Generation Living Trusts covers:

. What is best for your situation ... a Will or a Living Trust?

. The perils of probate after you die, ‘living probate’ & ‘multiple probate’
. The dangers of Joint Tenancy and of placing others on your accounts

- How large Estates can reduce estate taxes

. Save over 50% for expert estate planning legal documents*

ALREADY HAVE A WILL OR LIVING TRUST? Schedule a FREE, no obligation
review to insure it is all in proper order.

WHEN: July 14th, Tuesday, 1 PM to 2:30 PM
WHERE: THE Grand / Sago Room / 19726 N. Remington Dr, Surprise, AZ

WHEN: July 14th, Tuesday, 4 PM to 5:30 PM
WHERE: Medicare Healthcare Options Office / 10740 W. Bell Rd, Sun City, AZ

RSVP: Seating is limited. Call Bob Mariner
623-853-6775

All legal work done by licensed Arizona Estate Planning Attorneys.

o the Dotos

; SENIOR EXP(Q) THEPREMIER SENIOR

iNDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet
Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College
Surprise - January 19, 2027 - The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)
Chandler - February 23, 2027 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 13, 2027 - SCW Foundation Center
Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101
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Graham Johnson, CEO of Denova Collaborative Health, spoke at the grand opening for their newest
location of its integrated health care clinic. (Denova Collaborative Health)

Denova Collaborative
Health opens integrated
care clinic in Peoria

Denova Collaborative Health, an
outpatient behavioral health provid-
er, celebrated the grand opening of its
newest integrated healthcare clinic in
Peoria, expanding access to primary
care, psychiatry and therapy services
in the west Valley.

The clinic held a ribbon-cutting
event June 16.

Peoria Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO Rhonda Carlson
emceed the event, with Peoria Mayor
Pro Tem Matt Bullock and Miss Peo-
ria Charis Sothras also in attendance.

The new 4,094-square-foot clinic,
located at 13128 N. 94th Drive, Suite
202, includes six primary care exam
rooms and four psychiatry and thera-
py rooms. Patients can access in-per-
son and virtual appointments now.

The clinic’s integrated care model

brings together primary care and be-
havioral health providers to support
patients’ physical and mental health
needs in one location. Services in-
clude preventive care, wellness vis-
its, psychiatry, therapy and medica-
tion-assisted treatment for substance
use disorders, among many others.

“This new clinic reflects our con-
tinued commitment to improving
access to high-quality, integrated
healthcare across Arizona,” said
Graham Johnson, CEO of Denova
Collaborative Health. “As the west
Valley continues to grow, so does
the need for accessible primary care
and behavioral health services. By
expanding our footprint in Peoria,
we’re making it easier for residents
to receive coordinated care close to
home.”
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LCMS

Join Us For Worship

Saturday 4:00pm ¢ Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

Faith g:]eusrt():)r/]terian :.'

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

| God’s love is always
in season.

Come worship with us!

Pastor Greg Emery

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

“Where God Is Made Real And Friends Are Forever”

The Magnificent Seven:
“I Am Jesus is The Shepherd (Part One)”

Sunday Service: 9:00am ¢ Fellowship 10:00am

14001 Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City
623-972-8147 « Bobby Wingate, Pastor and wife Kae

Fountain of Life Lutheran Church
15630 N. Del Webb Boulevard, Sun City, Arizona 85351

(623) 933-8246 www.suncitylutheran.org

LCMS “For With You is the Fountain of Life;

In Your Light we See Light.” Psam 36:9

SUNDAY: Sunday Worship 10:00am | Bible Study 11:15am

Service TIMeS  tyechay. wid-Week Bible Study 10:00am

Emmanuel

Baptist Church
“Where Preaching is still dene by the Book.”
Sunday

Worship—10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.
Bible Study—9:00 a.m.

12225 North 103rd Avenue
Sun City AZ 85351
(First Presbyterian Church-Back Chapel)

Pastor Dan Fosnight » 602-321-5629

www.ebcsuncity.com
Facebook—Emmanuel Baptist
Church of Sun City AZ

Looking For A Church Home?

First United Methodist Church of Sun City
“The Friendliest Church on 105th Avenue”

Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM

Coffee & Fellowship Following the Service
Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 AM

Tuesday Game Night - 6:00 PM

9849 N. 105th Ave - Sun City, AZ 85351
(South of Peoria & 105th Ave)

623-974-3631

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH sun city west

God Bless America! Let Freedom Ring!
Weekly Balance/Flexibility Exercise Class—Begins July 16, 10am

ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JULY 20-22, 9am—Noon
Learn, Fellowship, and Have Fun! — see website for info
Sunday Bible Study, 9:00am / Sunday Worship, 10:30am
www.fbcscw.org 17419 N. Conquistador Dr. 623-584-5738

Sun City 2

\
v ;—:'2 Church of the Nazarene Ol i
4
‘),’D l SUNDAY WORSHIP
9am - 1*! Service Sunday School
’ 10:10 - Coffee available during

10:30 - 2™ Service both morning
5pm - Evening Service services

210l 14636 N Del Webb Blvd
S8 Sun City e JOIN US!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
Iazadls@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES
egals@iniusa.org
azobits@iniusa.org 520 per market - 30 words

To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

2
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMEDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that it is.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online

$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

$60 four markets - 30 words

Your ad appears in four newspapers
of choice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

*15% per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

Whole-Home Salt-Free
Conditioning & Filtration

- No Power or Backwash Needed
- ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY R
- Helps Reduce Scale on Fixtures and Glass

- Helps Protect Plumbing
and Appliances

- Whole-Home
Treatment

FREE
CONSULTATION!

Starting @

*999.00

Plus Installation

ROC# 352549
Locally Owned
& Operated

Now Serving Sun City & Sun City West

CallNOW! 623-297-0764

Estate Sale
20432 N 110th Ave

Sun City
Friday & Saturday
July 10th & 11th
7:00am—1:00pm
EVERYTHING MUST GO
Beautiful High End
Table W/ Matching
Chairs & Hutch, Quality
Furniture
Large Collections of
Vintage Collectibles
Including Tea Pots,
Crystal, Clocks, Artwork
AND MUCH MORE!
Huge Assortment of
Tools For Everyone!
PRICED TO SELL!
Don't Miss This
Exceptional SALE!
CASH ONLY

Estate Sale
JULY 10th & 11th
Friday-Saturday
8:00am-1:00pm
16037 W Alameda Rd
Surprise AZ
Antique Table, Display
Cabinets, Bookshelves
Bed, BBQ, Camping
Equipment Christmas
And Household Goods!

cash only

GOT STUFF?
DOAGARAGE SALE

623-972-6101

TODRIVE TRAFFIC THERE!

Board of Nursing
CNA Caregiver
Housekeeper

Fingerprint Card
Drug Test
Quad / Alzheimer's
Experience
Great References
Available

480-593-8413

Caregivers

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$45°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

v

h%\"ﬁ/s
Engine Builder
for Muscle Cars,
Custom Trucks, Chevy
—— & Ford V8's
SHOP WITH MUST HAVE
CONFIDENCE 5. Years Experience
Search our classifieds for all your W/ References

business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!
iniusa.org/classifieds

Mon-Fri 35 Hours
Email Resume to:
acct.phxengine@gmail.
com or

CALL:
602-866-8044

D
(602) 332-8199

seniorcareavondale.com
lillyhomecare22@gmail.com

$50 OFF
4+ Hours Booked!

iniusa.org/classifieds




Valley
Newspapers is
Hiring!

Full-time delivery
driver for busy
print shop.
26-foot box truck
with lift gate.
Must have clean
driving record and
pass physical.
Competitive wages
with benefits
Contact Mike
Jacobs at

m'|acobs@iniusa.org

EASY

SELL!

Auto Parts Counter
Help, Part Time, for
Auto Engine Shop.
Chevy and Ford
Performance. Must
have Parts experience,
computer knowledge,
good customer service
skills. Order and stock
parts, greet walk-ins
at counter, assist with
phones and Tech calls,
reliable.

Email resume to:
acct.phxengine@
gmail.com or
Call Christine
602-866-8044.

BUYING &

SELLING GOLD,

GUNS, AMMO, &
RELOADING
SUPPLIES.

Will buy one gun or
whole collection.
Licensed dealer.

Best prices around.

Allen

602-918-1999

623-875-4565

Wanted to Buy

We Pay CASH
for old crowns

Call today,
while rates
are still high!

Nationwide Dental
Refining Club (NDRC)

480-493-9816

If You Have Gold
Jewelry, We Can
Assay Those Items
Too!

SUN CITY STUDIO APT.
55+ Community
700 SQ. FT. FULL
KITCHEN, FULL BATH
WITH TILED, LOW
THRESHOLD SHOWER
BRAND NEW
STACKABLE G.E.
WASHER DRYER
MURPHY BED WITH
MEMORY FOAM
MATTRESS. 5X6 WALK
IN CLOSET, BUILT IN
DESK WITH CABINETS.
PRIVATE COURTYARD
ENTRANCE, WIDE
PRIVATE CARPORT
NO SMOKING-NO PETS
OWNER AGENT
$900.00 MO.

602-413-0941

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SELL IT NOW

PLACE AN AD

623-972-6101

RENTAL MUST SEE
TIDY

1Bedroom - 1-Bath
IN SUN CITY, GRASSY
COURTYARD FACING,
UPDATED KITCHEN,
INSIDE LAUNDRY, FULL
BATH, PRIVATE WALLED
REAR COURTYARD,
PRIVATE CARPORT AND
STORAGE.
NON SMOKING - NO PETS
$1400.00 MO.
55+ Community
OWNER AGENT

602-413-0941

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Classifieds WORK
To advertise call 623-972-6101
Automobiles

WANTED  older cars
1940's 50's 60's 70's
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

SANGRIA is a gorgeous 2-year-old dilute tortie with plenty of personality—aka “tortitude!” This busy girl
loves climbing, exploring, playing, and running on her exercise wheel. If you're looking for an entertaining,
active companion, Sangria is ready to keep you on your toes! She enjoys greeting her favorite people and
supervising every meal, but affection is on her terms. A few pets while she’s eating or playing? Perfect.
Being carried around or held for long? Not so much! Sangria needs an experienced cat owner who
understands feline body language and respects her boundaries. Because she can become overstimulated
easily, Sangria would do best as the only pet in a quiet home
without young children or elderly family members. Daily
interactive play is a must to help her burn off her endless
energy. As a kitten, Sangria suffered a serious rear leg injury
that required surgery, but she has made an amazing recovery
and doesn't let it slow her down one bit. Meet her at the Peoria
Shelter, 10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria AZ 85345 or call 623-773-
2246. Additional cats at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise.

Pets/Supplies
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Full Time Guns/Supplies Apartments Apartments Golf Cars AC/Heating Carpets & Rugs

$CASHS
$CASHS
$$ CASH $$

For Your
Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

Buying Running &
Non Running
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

LET
THEM

KNOW
WHO
You
ARE

TODAY

& GET

RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

© U LIVING]

3

" ik
- P '-.‘

offer Duct
Cleaning!

| Special

B Eree]Estimates!
Doesjyourfair{conditioning
systemineeditolbejreplaced?

Welhavelalsystemiforieverylbudget!;
Calliusitodayjfor{ajfree]estimate:.
Financing available 0.A.C.

602.541.0862

ortablelivingaz.com

ORK'

" AUTHORIZED DEALER

Dwned & Operated

Years Experience ~
nsured + ROC# 259846

AC/Heating

\WARMATEMRSJAREJHERE!
SEREauIE our A TuneupToday ]

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a

5% DISCOUNT
ON NEW INSTALLATION

Heating & Cooling AND FOR ALL VETS
Residential & Commercial 623-999-8226
" LevelUpHVAC.com

il Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964

Appliance Beauty Salons
APPLIANCE
ol [HAIRCUTS
wERE OPEN | | AT HOME
Ex-Sears Repairman Over 25 years experience
26+ Years’ Experience Don’t Need
il *15 ARide,
oCoolers NI | Come to You!
® Refrigerat
o A/C Heaters Men & Women:
e Ranges - Microwaves « Cut - Color - Style
® Disposals
o Water Heaters Text or Call Carolyn
COLWILL'S
623.492.9356 (623) 229-1582

Professional Carpet
Installation & Repairs

* Re-stretching
* Carpet to Tile
Re-tacks
* Patchwork
Serving the Sun Cities
& the Northwest
Valley For Over
35 Years
Call Scott @
(623)680-0443

Licensed+Bonded-+Insured
Roc#082259

Barb’s
House
Cleaning

41+ yrs in business
SCW Resident
Weekly
Bi-weekly
Monthly
Move In’s/Out’s
References

(623)521-4196
Bonded & Insured

=
House
Cleaning

¢ References ¢
Supplies Furnished
Detailed/Guaranteed
FREEBID

EoE S Sk S S
20+ Years Experience
Sun City, SCW & Peoria

Cal DEBBIE {
131205792




28 July 8, 2026 | Sun City Independent | YourValley.net

Julie’s
Senior Care &
Cleaning Services

Low Rates
Free Estimates

Call for
Monthly Special

starting at $85

Same Day Cleaning
Same Day Care

623-523-2575

Clean Windows

BARB’S
WINDOW
Cleaning

Includes
Tracks & Screens
41 Yrs. In Business

(623)521-4196

Bonded & Insured

Clean Windows

Excellent
Window
Clee:&nlng

SUNSCREENS

10% Off Sun Screens!
Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve
623-341-8197

- GetResults

623-972-6101

TURN YOUR GOMICS
INTO CASH!

WE BUY COMIC BOOK
COLLECTIONS!
CASH PAID
ON THE SPOT!
We're Buying
Collections
of all SIZES!

Fast « Easy
Honest Evaluations
Make Quick Cash
Today!

Call or Text

(623)203-2928

birdcitycomics.com

. SUPERCHARGED
Superior FLECIRIC
Concrete Coatings FREE
* ke ESTIMATES
Our Specialty: AC-DC ELECTRIC COMMERCIAL® RESIDENTIAL
*Cool Deck - . Irjdﬁqr/Outdoor
*Simulated Flag-Stone - FREE Estimates Lighting
*Garage Floor Epoxies + Hanging Fixtures to :égﬁgf‘ﬂ%%ggts
s & q New Circuits o Ceiling Fans
Fixing Old Coatings . LED Lighting o Troubleshooting/
. . o Inspection Repairs
Servmg the Valley s",'ce 1987 Honest & Reliable o Remodels/Additions
With No Complaints! (623)546-7714
Senior Discounts Alan Canal T
602'486'9598 310-971-7928 Llcgvrgé%cmls"goaorv%fmmsn
ROCH 354469 Lic/Bond USMC Veteran

MAKE
MONEY

Classifieds
get results!

Aduertise Tlow.! Call
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

Computers

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440

Drywall Drywall

DRYWALL SPECIALIST

Rick's Drywall Repairs
& Home Improvements
ALL PHASES OF DRYWALL:

»Water Damage

«Tape & Texture Repairs

< Hanging * Taping * Patches

« Hand Textures * Sprayed

* Popcorn Removal

« Drywall Handyman

35Yrs. Exp. « ROC# 331196
Bonded and Insured.

Call Rick

Bud’s Best
Drywall &
Painting

30 YEARS
EXP. - References,
Bonded

Driveway Painting
NO job too big
NO job too small

= All phases of drywall
and repair

= Popcorn ceiling removal

623-810-9372

4 Likeuson

facebook

included

480-971-8540

with clean up S Summer+

Electrical

Floor Coverings

DOMECO
ELECTRIC

Reliable Electrical
Services
..No Job To Smalll
Home and Business
INNOVATION
Fair Prices
On Time Service
Ceiling Fans
Outlets
Dimmer Switches
AND MORE!
Aluminum Wire
Specialist

480-518-4260
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Electrical

—

Free Estimates
* Troubleshooting
* Repairs

» Code Violations
* Fans & Lighting

* New Circuits

* Remodels

* Sub-Panels

* 220 Volt Lines

602-695-7302

ESP Floor Covering LLC

+ Tile
* Hardwood
+ Laminates
+LVT & LVP
* Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

Floor Coverings

FLOORSE MORE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES LLC

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs

4 Luxury Vinyl Plank
4 Laminate ¢ Carpet
4 Vinyl # Basehoards
623;024:3472

John Brunetti
35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded
ROC 313488

e

with Print

&O0nline
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING!

call 623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES - SERVICE « INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424

Licensed = Bonded = Insured » License #300097

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

Garage Door
Springs
Replaced
Licensed « Bonded « Insured
New Doors & Openers

o Service
o Installations e Repairs

(623)853-3311

ROC #336907

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES &

Licensed, Insured, Accredited ,Y/SA

Ask

About Our 4
Senior& 4
Wilitary
iscounts.

AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN

TEAM LLC

480-244-2907

For All Your
Home Repuairs
& Upgrades
LOWEST
PRICE
GUARANTEED!
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ROC# 352003

DANASCOTT
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Handyman
Services

Local Guy With
Years of Experience!

Landscape &
Irrigation Check-Ups|

References Upon Request

602-327-6700

"“ﬁpkwﬁf'ﬁl‘l‘l'

[T

Final touch Painting, LLC
Home Upgrades

ROC #224907

623-876-8427 Lic-Bonded
“Serving West Valley Since 1992°

!

And All Your
Remodeling &
Maintenance Needs.

Professional painting,
general repairs,
carpentry, drywall,
texturing, counter
tops, fans, laminate
vinyl planks, bath van-
ities paint or replace.
Sun City since 1993.

Free Estimates

623-878-8427

ROC #323757

Local Contractor

Let Us Help
You With Your
Business

Advertising

Call us for details

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

¢ LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation

¢ Plumbing & Electrical

e Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards

« Entertainment/

Media Centers

Cell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

623-466-3683

ROC 221600  Licensed/Bonded
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| LANDSCAPING |

LANDSCAPING

FIRST QFPTTON
LANDSCARE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623%68736312.
B

W | HANDYMAN 3R JUNK
SEIRVICES REMOVAL
[ ] .
eplace < Doors Best Price
®Drywall Repairs: Guarantee!
RELIABLE| | ecchoomarvcns No Job Too
Home Repuir & Mintenance :'I?/Iaiqu}usnp(i;lit AC Big or Small
Full Service Handyman ofectical MEDICARE 101! | MEET & GREET Schedule Us
&Remodeling oremoces i i MEET LOCAL Call
1’ Exverion Hiah auality work Medicare Basics
40 Years Experience S;gmg%% . FREE Educational INSURANCE AGENTS | | 623.698.1438
623-594-5177 Horiest Seminar Ask Questions Or Online
: Trustworthy Learn Your Options 3RIJUNK.COM
Quality Work, Honest Sun City Specialist August Tth 2026 ) :
Service, Great Value! dy pe : Friday July 24th AZ's Prerier
not a licensed contractor (623)695'0961 Ist Fnday of 9:30 JMV\k REW\OVQ{ Co
BT | i | | S
Handyman Learn the Basics oT
Before you Enroll! | sggg':‘"gl Ililbr::\y CLASSIFIEDS
S ullard Ave
Space is limited RSVP Here WO RK
RSVP HERE E . E call
E Junk Removal
ORVISIT
ORVISIT https://tinyurl.com WE H AU I_
o /localhaps
https://tinyurl.com |
) T oot
Health Care
« APPLIANCES
NEED WORK DONE AROUND -TRASH
THE HOUSE? DON'T HAVE THE - DEBRIS
TIME OR THE EXPERTISE? - BOXES
g K - SINGLE ITEM
Take alook at the “@aei \ 97, 4 LML LTS
advertisers in this Friendly! Reliable!
Business and Great Price!
Services Directory. Top Rated! 5 Stars!
To advertise call 623.972.6101 Free Estimates!

or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

JUNK, STUFF
R UNWANTED ITEMS?

TVs, Mattresses, Furniture, Appliances, Hot Tubs, Electronics,
Garage Contents, from 1 Item to Whole Home
Call Randy now for an estimate & appointment

XPRESS JUNK ()
REMOVAL &
623-217-2115

orvisit Xpressjunk.com g

602-730-4067

NATURE’'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience
For all your
Landscape needs.
Lic # K21-153033
15% OFF
with ad
Jeff-
602.377.3755
naturesbestiandscape

Senvices.com

THE REAL
YARD GUY LLC
YARD
MAKEOVERS

+Irrigation Repair
+Re-Rock All or Part
of Your Yard.
+Yard Makeover Special!
+Tractor Services
Tim Gades For
FREE ESTIMATE
(602)418-8123
SCHOA

ROCH# 244544

LIBRA
LANDSCHPING &
HARDSCAPING LLC
" Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming
Pavers
Artificial Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping & More

FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B602-762-1766 Juan
602-301 -_B 194 Libra

WAYNE'S
LANDSCAPING

Complete Landscaping
Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service
Deep Root Fertilizing

| SUMMER
| 'SPECIAL

623-877-2902
ROC 153581
Licensed « Bonded - Insured

Moving/Hauling

Interior - Exterior
*Re-Paints

* Re-Paint Kitchen Cabinets
*Drywall & Stucco Repairs
*Popcom Removal
*Pressure Washing

Free Estimates

P.O.R.A Member
B‘E'BWe DontCutComers,
~Ts WePantThem!

(623)341-6739

Licensed Bonded Insured ROC#300239

Off Duty
Firefighters
WIll Move LLC
Full Service
Moving Company
Local & Long Distance
Licensed Bonded Insured
Free Quotes

Meet Your Local
Firefighters

623-206-2033

firefighterswillmove.com

JIMMY'S
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
1 Story Only
Block Fences

30+ Years
Experience
Residential

FREE
Estimates

(623)206-1396

Moving/Hauling

SUN CITIES

FIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

Y

(602)401-0886

v Operated by
Local Firefighters

v Packing Service
Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full'Service Moving

v/ Serving the Valley
for Over: 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

iniusa.org/classifieds

just aclick away

CLASSIFIEDS

WORK

call

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

« Seamless Rain Gutters
* Patio Covers & Lattices
* Roll-up Shades

* Sunscreens

FREE ESTIMATES!

CUSACK
BUILDERS

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ROC #317804

602-469-6810

30+ Yrs. Experience
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Plumbing Plumbing Remodeling Remodeling

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION * REPAIR

V/
Replacement of Barb’s
. High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
* Sewers * Toilets 15% Discount for Seniors & Military Pow.er
* Faucets Washlng

* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

Pipe Leak Repair * Fixture Installs « Hydro
Jetting « Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections

« Home Exterior
« Patios

ROOFING
REPAIRS

623-670-8060 Trenchless Pipe Bursting * Sewer Lining « Walk Ways

B L d - Garages

R 'N :3'§§3§§ - $ ANY DRAIN 41Yrs. In Business 30 Years Qual

O nsured ® - - ears Quality

}g Roc# 272507 UNCLOG 628§n£dz s]&!dg e Experience
OR IT’S FREE!

FREE ESTIMATES

+ Shingle & Tile

)| Jointhe many Roofs
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES [ CUsinessesthatuseour « Insurance Work
BUSINESS
& « Free Estimates

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Call us toadvertise

623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

RE(;TEIETS 602'8‘0'3355

Licensed - Bonded
Insured- ROC# 194699

g 602-888-7060

623972-6101 www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

iniusa.org/classifieds *TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
Independent Newsmedia LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED * ROC 353346

To advertise call

623-972-6101

DESIGN & REMODELING TEAM
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Remodeling - Additions
Visit our Showroom

|
|
|
|
: South of Bank of America off Boswell Blvd & Bell Rd
$49 |
|
|
|
|
|

BT

Doing Business Since 2005

We Do: It’s|Monsaon
» Complete Re-Roof * Tile & Shingle Season!
* Repairs * Coatings * Foam
* Metal ¢ Free Estimates

602.358.8458 Bo:;z:%:?:::ed

Any Drain Unclog
with Complementary
Camera Inspection

Call us for a FREE consultation

623-439-2282

""15% OFF

$ 5 oo O F F [~ Serving Over vo R K sen[i)(;;cs(()l':’:::istary
First Responders Any Sewer Replacement | = &eaeh
Senior & Military over $5,000 ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

. Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
. -Water Heater R.e?a'rl Replacements & MORE! 5 Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles
Estimates - & 2|:,d¢ ;)Ir‘;tgcvr:‘se-d 2:( :::rr:tt:rgency Plumber & John York - Owner/Operator

*Terms and conditions apply. * Offers cannot be combined ROC#355782

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

602-705-5209
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— To Place

"mea | | YOUr Classified

*Trimming

*S;Remgv_al Sing C I I |
mp Grin

Fully Insured a u S "

. .. - FREE Estimat
We Make YOUR Priorities OURS SENICR Call 623-972-6101
. . . Our friendly team members will
e Residential - Commercial 623-204-1225 be happy toyassist you in placing
e Roof Replacement & Repair your advertisement in any of our
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat & community newspapers throughout
TPO Roofin the Valley. Garage sales ads.
g9 q H Auto for sale. Help wanted and
CALLTODAY FOR A J more! Sﬁ'-' us fgf assistance.
Ice ours:
FREE ESTIMATE?! U 9am-4pm Monday-Friday.

Locations in Glendale and Sun CityWGSt JUH © 0000000000000 00000000 ©

602-761-6591 | | € cmaitus

ROC #324307
THER iniclassads@iniusa.org

|
Ads can be emailed to us as
business ads are welcome and
our staff will get back to you
I

mm LEL'C] well. Private party and/or

(800123025321

Senler Femily Owned i ici
o e & Opervted quickly on pricing and other
information.

rogieaygetinolesna S Assisted Stretching © 0000000000000 00000000 O

jJ“’ ;j" vi REBlacelnent >
[EXtetion TCLJQU Se] F\m?&”ﬁm\ h ng:!'(\)];‘ z‘ng}:’Ea]'zL E‘)tl‘ﬁAgd P I aC e Y O u r

o I stretching and flexibility coach ad O N L I N E

ROC BI3LTE76 ROC #2777 Move better » Feel better

Release tension & improve mobility i g] i usa.o rg/C I ass ifi edS
Take advantage of our

Advertise in our Business [ 30 ™MINTE STRISCH SESSION % self-service option by placing
o SErvice directary and s e Afhe ad you :Ospeéfa?rg)l ine.
cannect with thausands Rl o he 7 S m Y ﬂ’m There’'s a nominal charge

upper plus lower body together - to have your ad appear in
Gm the newspaper.

(TREEA *%NDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

of potential customers!
Call 623-072-B101 for detals todey,

iniusa.org/classifieds
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Roger isn’t the sit-around type.

If something needs doing, he does it.
The car. The yard. The list that never quite ends.

His teeth were the one thing he kept putting off.
Not because he didn't care.

Life moved fast.
Dental work kept getting pushed.

Eventually, his smile stopped keeping up.
When he was ready, he didn't want a sales pitch.

He wanted straight answers.
Someone who knows their craft.

SUN CITY = SUN CITY WEST

That's when he found Dr. Jerry Burns.

No runaround. No oversell.
Just exceptional work from a team Burns built himself.

His smile looks good again. Feels like his again.
He'd heard about Burns before. Now he knows why.

You only get one ride. Make the miles count.

Ready to get treated right? Call (602) 691-6412.

Bl BURNS

— | DENTISTRY

Sink your teeth into life.

— BURNSDENTISTRY.COM
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