
Future generations to wonder what’s 
inside City Hall capsule

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A little bit of Surprise history was sealed up 
as the city celebrates America’s 250th birth-
day.

Mayor Kevin Sartor created a time capsule 

project where department heads and the city 
council placed artifacts in a two-by-three-foot 
wooden box that will be kept shut until 2076.

“A couple of years from now, there’ll be 
anticipation and wondering what’s in there,” 
Sartor said at a box sealing ceremony at City 
Hall on July 1. “I want to capture this moment 
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Master plan to set roadmap 
for next 10 years of service

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Surprise already spends about 
half of its general fund on public 
safety.

But if the city wants to keep up 
with the explosive growth, it will 
have to do more.

Stu Gary, the fire practice prin-
cipal at Citygate, a management 
consulting firm that specializes in 
public safety for local governments, 
told the city council this month 
that over the next five years the po-
lice department must have dozens 
of more people on staff, both the 
Police and Fire-Medical depart-
ments need numerous new stations 
and the departments need to start 
thinking more like those in bigger 
metro cities.

Citygate is helping Surprise put 
together an updated public safety 
master plan from the original 2017 
one that was part of the 2030 gen-
eral plan.

Public safety 
needs boost 
as city grows

Items stored in a time 
capsule box that will be 
sealed at City Hall for 
50 years include a copy 
of the Surprise Indepen-
dent and various con-
temporary and histori-
cal Surprise artifacts. 
(Independent Newsme-
dia/Jason Stone)

A question of time
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 7/31/26.
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Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

  Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products • Valid at participating locations • Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV’s
Valid at participating locations • Most cars and light trucks • Shop supplies additional • Plus up to $6 disposal fee • Excludes Diesels • *Lube chassis where applicable 

Not valid with other offers • No cash value • See store for details • Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 8-15-26 • SUR-726

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

$2495 $5995

LUBE CHASSIS* • REPLACE FILTER • 22 POINT INSPECTION

OR

SURPRISE • 14023 W. GRAND AVE • 623-537-7911

SURPRISE • 16880 W. WADDELL RD • 623-975-4200

TOTAL AUTO CARE

WE SELL 
AND INSTALL 
GOLF TIRES

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic

(Eng Light On ) 

Brakes • Alignments 

Suspension & Steering

Batteries • Faulty Windows

All Routine Maintenance

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA • Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional • With coupon • Not valid with any other offer

Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 8-15-26 • SUR-726

$1995
A/C PERFORMANCE 

CHECK
We’ll thoroughly inspect your compressor, 

belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

BEAT THE HEAT!

Plus Freon, 
Evac & Recharge

LOCAL SHUTTLE SERVICE TO AND FROM HOME

On your purchase of 
$599 or more when you 
use your Big O Tires® 
and Service Credit Card. 
Valid 7/6/2026 – 10/11/2026

IN ADDITIONAL 
REBATE 
SAVINGS***

$100
*See redemption instruction handout for complete offer details. Offer expires 7/26/2026. Void where prohibited. MICHELIN® Visa® Reward Card is issued by the 
Bancorp Bank pursuant to a license from VISA USA Inc. and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. No cash access. The Bancorp Bank; Member 
FDIC. The Bancorp Bank does not endorse or sponsor and is not affiliated in any way with any product or service offered by MICHELIN®. MICHELIN® Visa® Virtual 
Account is issued by The Bancorp Bank pursuant to a license from Visa USA Inc. and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted online. No cash access. 
The Bancorp Bank; Member FDIC. The Bancorp Bank does not endorse or sponsor and is not affiliated in any way with any product or service offered by MICHELIN®. 
Copyright© 2026 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved.  **Additional retailer offer advertised within is independent from the manufacturer’s offer. Valid 
7/6/2026 – 7/26/2026. See store for details. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. Void where prohibited. This offer is valid with any form of payment.  
***Valid one time only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Duplicate offers will not be accepted. Maximum of $100. Minimum purchase required to redeem. 
See offer for full terms and conditions. Rebate Fulfillment Details: Prepaid cards are generally accepted, not available for recurring payments, expiration dates 
apply, fees apply to Mastercard®, use restrictions. Customer must apply for mail in rebate. See rebate form for terms and conditions. Valid 7/6/2026 – 10/11/2026. 

$200
GET $80 IN REBATE SAVINGS* via Visa Reward Card or Visa Virtual Prepaid Card* after online 
submission on a purchase of four (4) or more new Michelin passenger or light truck tires

+

+ Big O Tires will provide an additional $120 IN INSTANT

SAVINGS to the purchase** Valid 7/6/2026 – 7/26/2026

bigo Surprise 2026-Jul8.indd   1

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED • LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro Jetting • Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections • Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

$$37 DRAIN  37 DRAIN UNCLOG UNCLOGSPECIAL!SPECIAL!

37
2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE*

FREE
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$ 15 SENIOR &
MILITARY

DISCOUNT*
%

UP TO

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT. 

PLAN
WHAT COMES NEXT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney

& Health Care Directives
• Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds

• Retirement Income Planning
• Insurance & Annuities

•  Roth Conversions

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.

INDEPENDENT
SURPRISE

Get In Touch by phone 
or email
17220 N. Boswell Blvd.,Ste. 
230, Sun City AZ 85373 

623-972-6101    
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Deakin is trying long-shot bid
because of Project Baccara

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Carrie Deakin is running for Surprise 
City Council the hard way.

The 45-year-old content and soware 
designer and gymnast is not on the ballot 
in the District 6 race.

She does not have a social media pres-
ence of any kind.

She does not have a budget to spend 
money, nor does she plan to put out any 
signs.

She has never been to a city council 
meeting, although she watches them on-
line.

She has not even ever talked to any of 
the current councilmembers.

“This is very grassroots,” said Deakin, 
who recently became an official write-in 
candidate, meaning her votes will count 
in the July 21 primary election. “I did not 
plan to do this very far in advance.”

What she does have is passion about 
one subject: Project Baccara, the massive 
data center that is planned for Litchfield 
and Olive avenues, right outside the Sur-
prise city limits.

She said the city council, specifically 
Chris Judd, the councilmember who cur-
rently serves the district and is running for 
reelection, is not doing anything to push 
back against the data center, even though 
it is not in Surprise.

To help affect change with only weeks 
to go, Deakin said she will likely hit plac-
es like grocery stores to introduce herself 
to the community and wants to do meet-
and-greet or open-house type events.

“This is all new to me, so I’m trying to 
figure it out as I go along,” Deakin said.

What has gotten Deakin so fired up are 
the plans for a massive AI data center and 
natural gas power plant just a mile from 
her Rancho Gabriela neighborhood.

The project would be located in an in-
dustrial area north of Luke Air Force Base, 
just 400 feet away from the closest home.

Deakin contends not only would Sur-
prise not reap any of the tax benefits but 
the city would be burdened with pollu-
tion, safety issues and diminished proper-
ty values.

Data centers have been hot button is-
sues, not just locally but across the coun-
try. Deakin calls it a nonpartisan issue and 
a serious concern.

Michigan-based Takanock has invest-
ed $10 billion for the 160-acre Baccara 
center, which will include two 1 million-
square-foot buildings and approximately 
700 megawatts of natural gas generators 
to supply power both to the data center 
and the regional grid.

The centers are expected to help store 
critical information like medical records 

and financial soware.
Construction of the first data center 

building is scheduled to start later this 
year with a 2028 target for going online. 
The second center is slated for a 2030 
start date.

Dangerous project
Even though she does not personally 

post on social media, Deakin found out 
about the project from a Facebook group 
called “Project Baccara Opposition.” 
It was a post from former Surprise City 
Councilmember Todd Tandy that caught 
her attention.

“It just appeared in my feed one day, 
and I wondered, ‘What is this?’” Deakin 

Write-in hopeful fighting against data center

Surprise resident Carrie Deakin is vying for a spot on the city council through a long-shot bid as a write-in candi-
date. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

• See Deakin on page 18
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602-402-4568

480-416-9474

www.TownCryers.com
Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568
Office: 623-977-1776

17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

the  TOWN CRYERS’the  TOWN CRYERS’’’

SUNDAY, JULY 12TH

10:00AM-NOON
15208 W. Las Brizas Ln.,

SUN CITY WEST  
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, 

R-151st., L-Corral, R-Mazatlán Dr. to home

$269,875

12548 W Parkwood Dr., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 6982341 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Parkwood Dr.
Expanded duplex. This 1757 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home has a 10’ X 18” glassed encld. Lanai & combined 
with 30’ x 17’ great room there is ample space for enter-
taining. Home is located near SCW’s Pebblebrook GC 
pro shop. Call today to view! 

14165 W. White Rock Rd., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 7010367 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, L-Trial Ridge, L- White Rock Dr

Highly desired Aspen model duplex located in the Grandview GC 
area of Sun City West. Home has 1866 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath 

allows pets & rentals. Being sold furnished. Call today to view!

15208 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 7000065
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st., L-Corral, R-Mazatlán Dr. to home 
Popular Flagstaff model, 1970 sq. ft. (expanded), great 

of Desert Trails GC. Enjoy the savings that comes with 
a paid off solar lease. Make arrangements today to view!

NEW 

PRICE

$449,875

15357 W. Black Gold Ln., SUN CITY WEST  
MLS# 7002574 

$409,875

NEW 

LISTING

Highly sought after Prescott model. Home has1872 sq. 

is located just a block & half from SCW’s Desert Trails 

SATURDAY, JULY 11TH

10:00AM-2:00PM
15357 W. Black Gold Ln.,

SUN CITY WEST  
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st., 

$329,875

NEW 

LISTING

FRIDAY, JULY 10TH

10:00AM-NOON
15208 W. Las Brizas Ln.,

SUN CITY WEST  
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, 

R-151st., L-Corral, R-Mazatlán Dr. to home

Expanded duplex has 1697 sq. ft., 2 bedrooms, 2 baths 
plus a 19’ X 9’ glass enclosed AZ room/lanai. This home has 
been a successful seasonal rental & is being sold furnished. 

to SCW’s Pebblebrook GC pro shop. Call today to view!

12727 W. Copperstone Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7024624 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Copperstone Dr. 

$244,875

SOLD

NEW 

LISTING

Fabulous panoramic view of Stardust GC’s  4th & 5th fair-
ways & greens. Home has 2599 sq. ft., 3 large bedrooms 
(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-

special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!

12635 W. Eveningside Dr , SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7040339 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.

$654,875

SALE 

PENDING

SATURDAY, JULY 11TH

11:00AM-2:00PM
15357 W. Eveningside Dr.,

SUN CITY WEST  
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, 
R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.
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OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarifi cation or confi r-
mation. We welcome your photo. 
All opinions must be no more than 
300 words. Those that are judged 
as personal attacks or complaints 
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more 
than two opinions for publication 
during a calendar month. Two sub-
missions in the same issue will not be 
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all 

factual errors. We off er a “right of 
reply” to the people about whom 
we write. Readers who disagree 
with a news story are welcome to 
respond with a letter.

Speak Up
From Nextdoor & Facebook

Why reader will no longer
spending money in Surprise

I live near Surprise. I shop, dine out, 
take visitors to baseball games and enjoy 
the arts in Surprise.

I am disappointed that Surprise would 
host a concentration camp (the regional 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment intake and processing facility that is 
coming to Surprise).

I am discouraged at the apathy of my 
neighbors.

The true outsider, in my opinion, is 
Turning Point USA, with its undue infl u-
ence on the city administration.

I will take my money elsewhere.
Skip Porter

SUN CITY WEST

This writer is using a pen name. Please submit comments 
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@

iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines.

Political signs are just blight on 
Surprise’s landscape

Once again, political signs blight our 
city because lawmakers wrote a law that 
lets them do it. They annoy our sight lines 
and are meaningless regarding learning 
about them.

Years ago, I decided to not vote for the 
fi rst politician who put up a sign. This 
year, it was across from Sunrise Boulevard 
as it exited on to Bell Road. Sorry, Jack.

Parker S. Sims
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters, or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing 

a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines.

Abe Hamadeh: Is he making
AZ-08 a national punchline?

As a resident of Arizona’s 8th Con-
gressional District, I was embarrassed to 
see Congressman Abe Hamadeh recently 
become the subject of national ridicule.

National media outlets mocked a series 
of highly staged photographs from Hama-
deh’s congressional offi  ce that looked more 
like a fashion shoot than the workplace of a 
member of Congress.

Rather than drawing attention to his 
work on behalf of Arizona, Hamadeh gen-
erated headlines that raised serious con-
cerns about his judgment and priorities.

Unfortunately, this was not an isolated 
incident. Over the past year, his offi  cial 
social-media presence has repeatedly pro-
duced distractions ranging from peculiar 
photo opportunities and questionable in-
tern content to posts that appear designed 
to attract attention rather than inform 
constituents.

At the same time, comments are fre-
quently blocked or restricted on his offi  cial 
congressional Facebook page, preventing 
constituents from publicly responding to 
much of the content he publishes.

Residents of AZ-08 bdeserve to be 
known for our communities, businesses, 
military veterans, retirees, workers and 
families — not for becoming the latest 
source of internet mockery.

Whether one agrees with Congressman 
Hamadeh’s politics or not, surely we can 
agree that the goal of a congressional offi  ce 
should be eff ective public service, not 
social media stunts.

Arizona faces serious challenges. Res-
idents of AZ-08 deserve a representative 
focused on solving problems and exercising 
the sound judgment required of a member 
of Congress.

As voters evaluate who deserves to 
represent AZ-08 in the future, they should 
ask themselves a simple question: Is this 
the judgment, seriousness and leadership 
they expect from a member of Congress?

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

This writer is using a pen name. Congressional District 
8 includes parts of Glendale, Peoria, north Phoenix, Sun 

City, Sun City West and Surprise. Submit comments 
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@

iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines.

Here are some comments 
about stories happening in Sur-
prise:

North Surprise
convenience store on 
P&Z agenda
“Why not (have) commercial land? 
Services are  needed.” — Rich B.
“Terrible’s is a good neighbor. They are 
clean  stores. I lived in Las Vegas where 
they are based.” — Cathy J.
“P&Z needs to pause on giving per-
mits. It’s ridiculous on how much de-
velopment Surprise is experiencing. 
They need to focus on infrastructure, 
especially widening roads.” — Mary L.
“I think this would be a ‘terrible’ idea. 
Goodnight folks, I’ll show myself out.” 
— Jeff  S.

Council write-in hopeful 
fi ghting against data 
center
“It’s not in Surprise, but it will throw 
tons of pollution into the air of Sur-
prise, El Mirage and Waddell. The data 
centers are bad enough, but this is an 
awful place for a project like this.” — 
April B.
“Data center is a lot better than some 
kind of subdivision.” — Kathy M.
“Another day and something new to 
complain about.” — Stan G.
“I don’t believe all the rumors and 
propaganda  that the extremists are 
throwing around to get you riled up.” — 
Richard D.
“Since data centers create massive 
amounts of heat, why not build them 
up north? We already have massive 
amounts of heat.” — Karolyn C.
“Nobody ever wants anything in their 
backyard but always wants the bene-
fi ts of it.” — John S.
“Never vote for a write in candidate.” — 
Karena J.N.
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SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS*

AMERICA’S 250AMERICA’S 250thth

ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL

GET THE
MMOSTT ADVANCEDD HEARINGG AID

IN THE WORLD FOR
JJUSTT 25¢
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PURE 
Charge&Go IX

Easy-to-use 
mobile app

Fast and 
convenient 

charger

Automatic Gain Control:
Increases the volume of soft sounds 
and decreases the volume of loud 
sounds automatically.

Speech in Noise Management:
Reduces background noise and 
enhances speech. Excellent for 
Restaurants or Group environments.

Frequency Shaping:
Only amplifies the sounds you need 
help with - imitating natural sounds 
more closely than ever before.

Directional Microphones:
Introduces a dedicated microphone 
that zooms in on the speech in 
front of you, further improving your 
hearing in noisy environments

A
HEARING AID

DESIGNED WITH
YOU IN MIND

BUY ONE, GET THE SECOND
FFORR ONLYY 25¢

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
ABSOLUTELY FREE FOR 45 DAYS • NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

Monday, July 13th til Friday, July 17th
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL!

PURE IX FOR 45 DAYS

TRY THE NEW

ABSOLUTELY FREE NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

F R E EF R E E
DEVICE

TUNE-UP
Verify that your current 

hearing aids work properly.

F R E EF R E E
HEARING

EXAM
It is important to have your 
hearing checked annually.

F R E EF R E E
VIDEO

OTOSCOPY
Ensure that your hearing loss 

isn’t just earwax buildup!

F R E EF R E E
IN-HOME
TESTING

We can test your hearing in the 
comfort of your own home.

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

Hear Better Than Ever
in Noisy Environments

Monday, July 13th til Friday, July 17th

DON’T MISS OUR

OTHER 
SPECIALOFFERS

The Lowest-Priced 
Digital Hearing Aids 
Available Anywhere

(Up to 40db Loss)

100% Digital
RIC BTE

(Behind-the-Ear)

100% Digital
ITE

(In-the-Ear)

100% Digital
CIC

(Completely-in-Canal)

100% Digital
Micro IIC

(Invisible-in-Canal)

$395/EA

$495/EA

$395/EA

$595/EA

Their Price:

$995

Their Price:

$795

Their Price:

$995

Their Price:

$1995

NOW

NOW

NOW

NOW

Only at AMHC

Only at AMHC

Only at AMHC

Only at AMHC
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Clinics located in Florida & Arizona

CONTACT FOR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES: 

info@amhchearing.comg ¡Hablamos Español!

5-Star Rated by Patients on

Surprise
(623) 269-8067

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106 In 
Bashas’ Plaza - Next to Marley 

Park Dentistry

Goodyear
(623) 253-0369

15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105 In 
Parkway Village Plaza - In Between 

Pizza Hut and Motor Vehicle Services

Sun City West
(623) 320-1799

14300 West Granite Valley Dr, Ste 
B-6 Across from Hospital, next to 

Webb Medical Plaza

5-DAY SPECIAL EVENT!5-DAY SPECIAL EVENT!
Monday, July 13th til Friday, July 17th

BUY ONE BUY ONE GET THE SECOND GET THE SECOND FOR FOR 2525¢
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! 
We’ll test you for FREE and fit you with

Charge&Go IX
PUREfor a 45-day trial period

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

FREE 
HEARING 

EXAM! 
no cost, no obligation

SPEAK TO OUR EXPERT TEAM
with our

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY, 
AUDIOPROSTHOLOGIST, & BOARD-CERTIFIED 

HEARING PROFESSIONALS!

Doctor of Audiology: Meghan Safko, Au.D, F-AAA, CH-TM

t d bar Rated b5 Star Rat

WE FIT & SERVICE THE WORLD’S BEST HEARING AIDS
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Worldwide Make Music Day 
harmonizes through city

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While people met in a drumming 
circle at the West Valley Arts HQ 
Gallery in Surprise, sounds of music 
happened simultaneously at various 
sites in the Valley and worldwide.

For the second year, West Valley 
Arts Council hosted Make Music 
Day across the West Valley on June 
21 to welcome the summer solstice 
and encourage community involve-
ment in the musical arts. A national 
event, free music performances and 
workshops with hands-on activities 
happened continuously from morn-
ing to evening at different venues.

The affair featured drum circles, 
an “instrument petting zoo,” local 
musicians singing and bands playing.

“It’s a celebration of both mu-
sic and community. It’s complete-
ly accessible,” said Kathy Knecht, 
WVAC executive director, before 
a woodwinds workshop held at the 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Surprise. “It brings people togeth-
er to have fun. People are doing this 
around the world, across all cultures 
and time zones.”

Knecht said more than 78 peo-
ple went to the Arizona Broadway 
Theater, which hosted the 602 Stage 
choir for a high-energy Musical 
Theater Review, including perform-
ing Broadway tunes.

“People stood up and danced. It 
was very fun,” Knecht said.

Make Music Day originated in 
1982 in France as the Fete de la Mu-
sique, Knecht said, noting how the 
event became an annual worldwide 
celebration held in more than 2,000 
cities globally.

The day is open to everyone. Mu-
sicians of all ages, skill levels and mu-
sical styles come together to share 

their talents in parks, plazas, busi-
nesses, community spaces and neigh-
borhoods.

Knecht said “there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy.”

A few miles away, WVAC Arts 
HQ Gallery Manager and Curator 
Daisy Brady was at the art gallery 
that transformed in to an “instrument 
petting zoo.”

“It’s like goat yoga, but with in-
struments,” Brady said. “It’s a chance 
for kids to touch, feel and try various 
musical instruments they wouldn’t 
get exposure to firsthand. It’s defi-
nitely a fun, hands-on environment.”

“You get to try all these instru-
ments out. It’s fun to get to try all 
these instruments for free,” said Ava 
Whedon, 21, a senior majoring in 
civil engineering at Arizona State 
University.

She attended Make Music Day 
for the second year with her mother, 
Jetuan, and 7-year-old brother. The 
family said it looked forward to hav-
ing fun again in the drum circle that 
Lydia A. Woods led.

“We frequent here,” Whedon’s 
mother said. “I have been coming 
here since she was his age. They have 
grown up here. It’s so nice to come to 
someplace so close.”

Woods was among the day’s line-
up of musicians who shared her tal-
ents and offered participants a hands-

on opportunity with instruments and 
to learn something new. She demon-
strated how to do rhythmic beats on 
her hand-craed African Djembe 
drums, described as a popular, rope-
tuned goblet drum from West Africa.

Before the workshop started, she 
told the Independent how the Djem-
be drums have survived throughout 
history and unified people.

“The African Djembe is the most 
popular drum. At one point, you 
could be killed in this country for 
playing the African Djembe drums. 
It was illegal to play the African 
Djembe,” Woods said of the formerly 
enslaved who were prohibited from 
playing their drums to prevent them 
from communicating with each oth-
er.

“It’s a remarkable story that that 
drum has survived peace and love,” 
said Woods, adding how the Djembe 
drums is the most played drum in the 
U.S. and has drawn many people to-
gether in one place.

Meanwhile, the international 
Make Music Day, held on June 21 
every year, unified people by con-
necting them “through the power of 
music,” described as the “universal 
language,” as attendees experienced 
live, free music in many forms and 

settings.
Nonprofit organizations including 

Restore Arts and Global Academy 
of Phoenix were a part of the local 
event. The organizations promote 
giving children free opportunities 
to experience different instruments 
through such things as donated in-
struments and lessons.

“Give a student an opportunity to 
experience fine arts education that 
otherwise wouldn’t be possible,” said 
Garrett Kelly, of Restore Arts, which 
accepts donated musical instruments, 
reconditions them, then offers them 
to students and state-wide nonprofit 
partners.

Kelly and fellow musician Luis 
Centeno, of the Global Academy of 
Phoenix, filled their day showing off 
instruments. Centeno led the Wood-
winds Workshop 101 at Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, where he 
taught participants to play songs in-
cluding “Hot cross buns” on the re-
corder, and gave away free harmoni-
cas provided by EASTTOP.

Go to westvalleyarts.org/
makemusicday.

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or 
email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 

are committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines.

Music shows its power in Surprise community

Ava Whedon, right, enjoys Make Music Day on 
June 21, along with Cameron Kelly. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

From left, Luis Centeno, Garrett Kelly and Cameron Kelly participate in Make Music Day in Surprise.
(Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)
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National power Vanderbilt 
among field in Surprise

Vanderbilt, Nebraska, Oregon 
State and UC-Santa Barbara will 
make up the field for the 2027 Sur-
prise College Baseball Series.

REV Entertainment announced 
the field for the tournament from Feb. 
19-21, 2027, at Surprise Stadium.

Matchups, game times and broad-
cast information for the tournament 
have not yet been set.

The city of Surprise partnering 
with REV Entertainment to host the 
tournament at Sur-
prise Stadium for 
the second consec-
utive year aer a re-
cord-breaking event 
in 2026. The facility 
has annually hosted 
college baseball since 
its inaugural season 
in 2003.

“We had tremen-
dous success with 
the inaugural Surprise College Base-
ball Series and are excited to build on 
that momentum in 2027 alongside 
our partners at the city of Surprise,” 
said Jared Schrom, senior vice pres-
ident of REV Entertainment. “Next 
year’s field features outstanding pro-
grams with passionate fan bases, cre-
ating another great opportunity to 
showcase high-level college baseball 
in Arizona.”

Oregon State will make its 14th 
consecutive appearance in Surprise 
dating back to 2014. Nebraska, 
UC-Santa Barbara and Vanderbilt 
will each make their first appearances 
in the Surprise College Baseball Se-
ries, although the Cornhuskers and 
Gauchos have both played at Sur-
prise Stadium in past seasons. 

Three of the four teams in the 2027 
field — Nebraska, Oregon State and 
UC-Santa Barbara — are coming 
off appearances in the 2026 NCAA 

Tournament. Vanderbilt, a two-time 
national champion and one of college 
baseball’s most accomplished pro-
grams, rounds out the tournament 
lineup.

“Surprise has always been like a 
second home for Oregon State base-
ball, and we’re excited to continue 
the tradition of opening our season in 
Arizona,” Oregon State head coach 
Mitch Canham said. “The crowds 
were even more impressive last year, 
and I’m looking forward to another 
great turnout to open the 2027 sea-

son.”
More than 

18,000 fans attend-
ed the inaugural 
Surprise College 
Baseball Series in 
2026, establishing 
a college baseball 
tournament attend-
ance record for the 
venue. The week-
end was highlighted 

by a single-day record crowd of 6,294 
fans on Saturday, which featured No. 
12 Oregon State versus No. 24 Ari-
zona and Stanford versus Michigan, 
the eventual tournament champion.

“The city of Surprise is proud to 
partner with REV Entertainment 
once again to host the College Base-
ball Series at Surprise Stadium,” said 
Kendra Pettis, director of Sports, En-
tertainment and Culture for the city. 
“This collaboration presents an ex-
citing opportunity to continue build-
ing the tournament, elevate the fan 
experience and create a meaningful 
impact on our community.”

Home plate reserved tickets go on 
sale at 9 a.m. Friday, June 26 at Col-
legeBaseballSeries.com. 

This premium three-day pass in-
cludes reserved seating behind home 
plate, reserved parking, a commemo-
rative souvenir hat and express entry 
into the stadium.

Those tickets are $126 for adults 
and $75 for those 13 and under be-
fore taxes and fees. 

Group tickets of 10 or more and 
suites are available by contacting the 
Surprise Stadium box office at 623-
222-2222.

General admission tickets will go 
on sale at a later date following the 
release of the schedule.

Surprise Stadium will also host a 
bonus game the day aer the tour-
nament on Monday, Feb. 22, when 
Oregon State faces Kent State.

Fans who purchase a home plate 
reserved package will have the op-
portunity to add a $10 general ad-
mission ticket to this bonus game. 

Timing and single game general ad-
mission ticket information for Mon-
day’s game will be announced at a 
later date.

IF YOU GO
What: Surprise College Baseball 
Series
When: Feb. 19-21, 2027
Where: Surprise Stadium
Tickets: $126 (14 and over) and $75 
(13 and younger) for home plate 
reserved three-day pass
Information: collegebaseballseries.
com

“This collaboration presents an 
exciting opportunity to continue 
building the tournament, elevate 

the fan experience and create 
a meaningful impact on our 

community.”
Kendra Pettis

Surprise Sports, Entertainment and Culture 
Department director

Teams set for next year’s College Baseball Series

Michigan won the 2026 College Baseball Series at Surprise Stadium with a perfect 3-0 record. (Cour-
tesy REV Entertainment)
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Arizona Broadway 
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Cardiac Solutions 
SCAN Health Plan
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thrilling and 
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Access essential health 
screenings

Connect with local and 
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Martin Romero, DMD
Se habla español

Schedule an 
appointment today!

623-999-1200

FREE
SONICARE®

TOOTHBRUSH*
TO ALL NEW 

PATIENTS

T

*For new patient visit including an oral exam, 
cleaning and x-rays. Federal and state health care 
program enrollees are not eligible. Call now and 
mention this offer when making your appointment. 
Must bring in ad to redeem. 
Some restrictions may apply.

Surprise

Dental care just 
down the street.

Commission to recognize 
4 local difference-makers
The Surprise Veterans, Disability 

and Human Services Commission 
invited the community to nominate 
those making a difference in in the 
city for the annual Surprise Commu-
nity Legend Awards.

The city is accepting nominations 
for individuals and groups who have 
contributed to improving the quality 
of life of others.

Examples could be measurably 
improving the lives of vulnerable 
Surprise residents through grass-
roots efforts, promoting quality of 
life, accessibility and equity for all 
residents of Surprise or linking res-
idents to programs that offer the 
support needed for a fuller, safer 
lifestyle.   

Nominees must fall into one or 
more of the following four categories:

• Individual Legend (must be a 
Surprise resident for at least two 
years).

• Outstanding Youth (must be age 
18 or younger).

• Volunteer of the Year (organiza-
tional affiliation must be in the appli-
cation).

• Organization of the Year (private, 
nonprofit or faith-based).

The nomination form is at surpri-
seaz.gov/CommunityLegend.

All applications must be received 

by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 22.
A selection committee comprised 

of members of the veterans and disa-
bility commission will evaluate appli-

cations and award one recipient per 
category. 

Award winners will be formally 
recognized at the city’s annual Inter-

faith and Golden Rule Community 
Breakfast in September.

Contact Kara Poling at Kara.Pol-
ing@surpriseaz.gov.

City wants to find community legends for award

Albert Celoza, executive director of Arizona Interfaith Movement, discusses love and unity at the 2024 Interfaith Breakfast event at the Dysart Unified 
School District office. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)
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“You have two high-capacity, 
high-quality, squared-away depart-
ments,” Gary told the council on 
June 16 during a presentation about 
the needs both departments must 
face in the next few years.

But with 35,000 new residents 
expected in five years — what the 
consultants called a “city within a 
city” — Surprise is dealing with the 
reality that it is no longer a small 
town.

“I’m glad that we’ve gone 
through this process, so that we 
know what we’re looking at,” City 
Councilmember Jack Hastings said 

at the June 16 council meeting. 
“Sometimes it’s better to hear it 
from a third party.

“We’ve got some work to do.”
Here is what the consultants said 

Surprise must think about to not 
only keep up current service levels 
but to fight through future growth:

Police recommendations
Citygate listed 99 actionable 

items for the Police Department.
Those include the addition of 

115 additional personal over the 
next five years, including 53 offi-
cers needed for patrol alone.

The current percentage of staff 
assigned to patrol is at 38%, which 

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
623-229-6576

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry. 
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist! 

We are open for all of your dental 
emergencies during these trying times!

FULL TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO 

ASSIST YOU IN GETTING MAXIMUM 

REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE.

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional 
prices.  We’ll also replace missing teeth with bridges and 
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you 
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!
Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat 
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back 
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

www.azcrowncenter.com • 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 • Surprise, AZ 85374

FROM THE COVER

Growth
• From page 1

• See Safety on page 17

The Surprise Police Department will have to add more than 100 offi  cers and staff  members and open 
more stations within the next fi ve to 10 years as part of a new public safety master plan the city is 
working on. (Courtesy Surprise Police Department)
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Jill Bliss
Jill Marie Bliss passed 

away on June 26, 2026, 
in Albuquerque, New 

battle with Parkinson’s 
disease.

Born on February 
14, 1955, in Baltimore, 
Maryland, Jill was the 
daughter of James Wesley 
Cohen and Constance 
Cohen.

Jill shared a loving 
marriage of 27 years with 
her husband, Chuck Bliss. 
Together they enjoyed 
traveling, camping in their 
motor home, spending 
time with friends, and 
building a life centered 
around shared experienc
es and companionship.

Jill embraced the 
Christian faith and found 
comfort in her spiritual 
beliefs.

Jill is survived by her 
husband, Chuck Bliss; her 
daughters, Jennifer, Jessie, 
and Katie; her stepchil
dren, Chad and Shauna; 
her grandchildren, Lukas, 
Evie, Allura, and Hannah; 
her sisters, Joanna and 
Kathy; and her brothers, 
Rick and Glen.

Jill enjoyed many 
hobbies throughout her 
life, including music, 

gardening, golf, mahjong, 

and playing cards and 
games with family and 
friends. She especially 
enjoyed gathering with 
friends and participating 
in the activities and 
communities that brought 
her joy.

For more than two 
decades, Jill faced 
Parkinson’s disease 
with determination and 
resilience. Despite the 
challenges the disease 
presented, she continued 
to pursue the activities she 
enjoyed and maintained 
the relationships that were 
important to her.

Jill’s life touched many 
people throughout the 
years, and she will be 
remembered by family, 
friends, and all who knew 
her.

is far below the International City/
County Management Association 
(ICMA) standard of 60% of an 
agency’s sworn officers being de-
ployed in patrol.

Police Chief Even Becher told 
the council that the department is 
changing its patrol coverage be-
cause of this.

“This is the most officers that 
have been on patrol since I’ve been 
a part of the city of Surprise,” said 
Becher, a two-decade veteran of 
the department. “We saw the need 
to really bring it home back to ba-
sics, and that’s what we’re focused 
on right now, is really beefing up 
patrol. And not only just increasing 
numbers but being strategic about 
that.”

Over five years, the consultants 

said Becher will need 64 officers, 
13 police aides, 10 sergeants and 
other dispatchers, crime analysts 
and lieutenants.

An additional assistant chief is 
needed to plan, coordinate and 
implement needed 
growth.

For fiscal year 
2027, 18 new work-
ers are coming to the 
department, includ-
ing seven officers, a 
sergeant and a lieu-
tenant.

These will be added to the 58 
full-time employees who joined 
Surprise Police between 2022 and 
2026.

Tom Woodward, manager of the 
police portion of the study, said the 
leadership in the department was 
impressive.

“What we saw is a strong de-

partment, but it’s very strained,” 
Woodward said.

Woodward also said the depart-
ment needs to scale up its “policies 
and its approach” to that of a met-
ro-level department, which is said 

is where Surprise is 
headed.

Vice Mayor Earle 
Greenberg asked the 
chief at the coun-
cil meeting what 
happens if the city 
builds more stations 
but cannot find 
enough recruits to 

staff them.
“As long as we’re willing to in-

vest, I think they’ll come,” Becher 
told Greenberg.

Capital needs for the Public 
Safety Center include an i ndoor 
shooting range, a new, upgrad-
ed   911 dispatch center and a fleet 

maintenance facility.
“It’s a large campus,” Gary said. 

“You won’t build it all in one year.”
The Precinct 200 substation in 

north Surprise, which broke ground 
this spring, is expected to open in 
two years. However, the city will 
have to plan for two more stations 
long range.

Fire needs
In the near term, the Fire-Medi-

cal Department needs more staffing 
at its headquarters, a second ladder 
truck for the north part of the city 
and a peak-hour ambulance to re-
lieve overloaded core-area medic 
and rescue units.

Over the next 10 years, about 74 
full-time employees will have to be 
hired to help staff three new sta-
tions that will be needed to manage 
growth.

FROM THE COVER
Safety
• From page 16

“We’ve really been doing 
everything that’s within our 

power to try to prepare for 
this.”

Kevin Spirlong
Surprise Fire-Medical interim chief

• See Fire on page 23
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Now Enrolling Ages 6 Weeks - 2 Years!
Give your child a nurturing start at 
Wirtzie’s Preschool & Child Care. 

•
•

•
secure playground

•

Ad Sponsored By
HOURS: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM

16752 N. Greasewood St., Surprise, AZ 85378 
(623) 207-6022 | TTY 711 | www.Wirtzies.org

Quality You Can Trust:  

Limited Openings Available. 
Schedule a Tour Today! 

Call (623) 207-6022

623-214-7898
13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375

www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

We Will 
Meet or Beat 
Any Price in 
Our Area!

FREE X-RAY &
IMPLANT CONSULT
Call Now 623-214-7898

New
Location!

Implant Expert 30+ Years
• General & Cosmetic    

Dentistry
• Do You Want To Save    

Your Teeth? We Can Help
• Full Mouth Rehab
• Denture/Partial Repair 

And Reline While You Wait 
• Lab On Site 
• We will Meet or Beat

Any Price in our area

said. “I just started doing more re-
search. I joined the group. I went to 
a couple other opposition meetings, 
and that’s kind of how I got involved 
with all of this and started learning 
more about the project and what it 
is.”

She wrote a letter to Maricopa 
County Supervisor Debbie Lesko to 
ask her to oppose a military compat-
ibility permit to the project. But the 
five supervisors ultimately passed the 
measure in May.

“There was only one supervisor 
who voted against this project, and 
everybody else weren’t asking very 
tough questions from the developer,” 
Deakin said.

Aer striking out with the coun-
ty, Deakin turned her attention to 
the city council, which she feels is 
not taking any stance on the project 

and ignoring hundreds of residents 
who have signed petitions to stop the 
project.

“It just feels like they’re not repre-
senting us,” Deakin said.

She is particularly aiming for 
Judd, who is running unopposed on 
the ballot in District 6. Deakin said 
he is too quiet on the issue, especially 
for somebody representing the resi-
dents who live closest to the project. 
She also did not like that Judd used 
protecting Luke Air Force Base as a 
reason to oppose the planned ICE de-
tention center in his district, but not 

Project Baccara.
“Why are you quiet on Project 

Baccara, which is much closer, which 
in my opinion is more of a danger?” 
Deakin asked about Judd. “If they re-
ally care about Luke, why are we not 
being more proactive?”

With several regulatory items still 
remaining, the city of Surprise re-
quested eight studies and reports as 
part of the review process. Those in-
cluded an air quality report, a noise 
study and transportation impact 
analysis.

“I know that members from the 
“Project Baccara Opposition” group 
have shown up to council meetings 
to speak out against this project, but 
there’s been no action item on the 
agenda,” Deakin said. “I just would 
like to see them advocating for us be-
cause it doesn’t feel like they are do-
ing that right now.”

How she got here
The Wisconsin native has lived in 

Surprise for three years.
She attended college at the Uni-

versity of Minnesota where she 
earned a degree in sociology and 
journalism.

Aer college she took a DJ job at 
a Clear Channel station in Phoenix 
but was laid off during the Great Re-
cession. She decided to move up to 
Flagstaff to attend graduate school at 
NAU, where she got her master’s in 
history.

She picked up a tech job in Cal-
ifornia, a place she lived for about a 
decade, before settling in Surprise. 
She liked the city’s small-town feel, 
while still having things to do.

“I wanted to be away from all the 

SURPRISE CITY COUNCIL
PRIMARY ELECTION 

CANDIDATES
District 1: Nick Haney (unopposed)
District 5: Jack Hastings (unopposed)
District 6: Chris Judd, Carrie Deakin 
(write-in)

“This is all new to me, so I’m trying to 
figure it out as I go along.”

Carrie Deakin
Surprise District 6 council official write-in candidate

• See Candidate on page 25

Deakin
• From page 4
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City names library card
design contest winners

The city of Surprise announced 
the winners of this year’s Surprise 
Public Library System library card 
design contest.

The selected artists were rec-
ognized at a city council meeting 
earlier this month.

The winners in each category 
were as follows:

• Mayor’s choice: Claire Hol
• City librarian’s choice: Timo-

thy Mullet
• Youth (10 and under): Alexis 

Duran
• Teen (11-17): Naliza Amado
• Adult (18 and over): Harper & 

Summer Nitz
• America 250: Karina Law-

rence
The winning designs were 

available beginning Wednesday, 
July 1.

Patrons can see the variety of 
card artwork created by talented 
artists from the community at 
surprisepubliclibrary.gov/Library-
Card.

Signups open for Surprise 
fall youth rec leagues

The Surprise Parks and Rec-
reation Department is offering 
youth soccer, tee ball, baseball, 
soball and volleyball leagues this 
fall.

Early bird registration runs 
from Monday, June 29 through 
Sunday, July 19 and offers a $20 
discount. Aer the early bird 
period, regular pricing will apply. 
Registration will stay open until 
divisions are full.

Youth soccer, tee-ball, baseball, 
soball and volleyball leagues are 
for boys and girls ages 4-17 (age 
determined on or before Nov. 7, 

2026).
The season runs from early 

September through early Novem-
ber with games played on Satur-
days and/or weeknights.

Practice times are up to the 
volunteer coach, usually one 
hour, once a week (5:30, 6:30 or 
7:30 p.m.)

Visit surpriseaz.gov/
YouthSports.

Voting deadlines coming up 
for primary election

The last day to request a 
ballot for this month’s primary 
election is upcoming. Voters 
have until Friday, July 10 to re-
quest it and until Tuesday, July 
14 to mail them back to reach 
vote counters in time for prima-
ry election day.

To make a request, visit 
the voter dashboard at BeBal-
lotReady.Vote or make a selec-
tion at Request.Maricopa.Vote.

Surprise City Hall, 16000 N. 
Civic Center Plaza, is a desig-
nated vote center for anybody 
casting a ballot in Maricopa 
County. 

The Community Room 
in City Hall will be open for 
in-person voting and ballot 
dropoff each day at 9 a.m.

There is not too much to vote 
on in Surprise. Voters in Dis-
tricts 1, 5 aned 6 only will have 
one candidate on the ballot for 
city council.

Surprise voters can access 
important dates and information 
at surpriseaz.gov/Elections.

To find a list of additional 
voting locations and drop box 
hours, visit Locations.Maricopa.
Vote.

Voters may also track their 
ballot at BeBallotReady.Vote.

BRIEFS
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15460 N. 99th Ave, Sun City
www.SouthWestDoorAndSashinc.com We Offer 

Financing

USA 250USA 250 PROMO

25% OFF WINDOWS
Free acoustical glass upgrade on Simonton only

and $250 OFF EXTERIOR DOORS
**See sales associate for details** Not applicable on security screens.  Valid through July 31, 2026.

Once You’re Here, You’re Home

Call today to schedule a tour! 623.584.1999 

SolsticeAtSunCityWest.com 
18626 N Spanish Garden Drive 
Sun City West, AZ 85375

When you choose Solstice at Sun City West, you’re choosing to have the 
health and wellness support you desire as well as the diverse programming 
and vibrant lifestyle you deserve.

©2026 Provincial Senior Living. All rights reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or 
withdrawal without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and operated by Provincial Senior Living.

$10,000 up for grabs to help 
community engagement

The application period for the Sur-
prise neighborhood grant program is 
now open.

The program provides eligible 
neighborhoods with small grants to 
fund events, functions or community 
improvements.

The Surprise City Council desig-
nated $10,000 for fi scal year 2027 to 
encourage community engagement 
and further strengthen relationships 
with communities in Surprise.

Interested communities should 
deliver the completed neighborhood 
grant program application to City 
Hall, attention Deb Perry or by email 
to Deborah.perry@surpriseaz.gov, by 
5 p.m. on Friday, Aug 28.

A pre-application meeting ex-
plaining the program and the appli-
cation process will be held virtually 
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 22. 

Registration is required by emailing 
Perry. 

To be considered, projects must 
meet the following program criteria:

• Provide a public benefi t.
• Result in a product, which bene-

fi ts a neighborhood or the larger Sur-
prise community.

• Be feasible for completion by 
June 2027.

• Involve the benefi ting neighbor-
hood in project identifi cation, plan-
ning and execution.

• Emphasize neighborhood self-
help; be educational or communi-
ty-building.

Nonprofi t 501(c)3 organizations 
are ineligible.

Additionally, a minimum of fi ve 
neighbors within the residential area 
must sign the application and support 
the idea; neighborhoods governed by 
a homeowner association must have 
HOA approval, if required.

Visit surpriseaz.gov/NGP.

Surprise neighborhoods like Marley Park can apply to receive money for community events, functions 
or improvements from the city’s neighborhood grant program. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

Applications open for Surprise 
neighborhood grants
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Come see 
what’s new!

Hey Surprise, 

 Days of Grand Re-Opening Savings, July 18 – July 22 Exclusions apply. In-store only.

 

 

Exercise science students earn
distinction online

Two Surprise students earned recognition 
on the chancellor’s list at Lionel University.

LeAnna and Gregory Kohl each made the 
list for achieving a perfect 4.0 GPA while 
completing at least eight credit units with 
letter grades. 

Lionel University is the only fully accred-
ited, 100% online university solely dedicated 
to exercise science.

Surprise recreation skills classes
available for kids

The Surprise Parks and Recreation De-
partment is offering a variety of skills classes 
for ages 6-15.

Soccer, basketball, volleyball, baseball, 
soball, football and speed and agility skills 
classes will be offered August through De-
cember.

For fall sports classes and camps dates, or 
for details, visit surpriseaz.gov/SportsClasses.

To register, head to surpriseaz.gov/Sur-
priseRec and click on “Youth Sports,” or call 
623-222-2000.

Student gets SkillsUSA cosmetology 
certificate

A Surprise student was among career and 
technical education students who were rec-
ognized with a certificate of accomplishment 
at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and 
Skills Conference from June 1-5 in Atlanta. 

Jackelyne Castro Sanchez, a student at 

the West-MEC Northwest Campus in Sur-
prise, was awarded a certificate in cosme-
tology.

An all-time high of 7,000 students com-
peted at NLSC, which is the largest gather-
ing of the future skilled workforce.

To be invited to the SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships, students first had to win their 
state-level competition, demonstrating their 
technical skills, workplace skills and person-
al skills. 

The national competition featured state 
champions from middle school, high school 
and college/postsecondary divisions across 
the country in 115 hands-on career and 
leadership competitions including robotics, 
automotive technology, draing, criminal 
justice, aviation maintenance, public speak-
ing and more.

BRIEFS
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Mark-Taylor Residential offers 
1, 2 bedrooms on Perryville
Mark-Taylor Residential an-

nounced the completion of Estia at 
Zanjero Trails, a build-to-rent com-
munity now welcoming residents in 
Surprise.

Owned and de-
veloped by Zilber 
Residential Group, 
Estia at Zanjero 
Trails brings luxury 
one- and two-bed-
room detached rent-
al homes to a quiet, family-friendly 
neighborhood.

The community sits at 12020 N. 
Perryville Road, offering direct ac-
cess to Loop 303. Its location places 
residents close to the White Tank 
Mountains, along with an array of 
recreation, retail and everyday con-
veniences.

“This is one of our most quaint 
communities in the West Valley,” 
said Andre Rivas, managing director 
of Mark-Taylor Residential. “Estia’s 
cottage-style design, paired with 
premium offerings, makes it an ideal 

place for those start-
ing a family, transi-
tioning into retire-
ment or anyone in 
between.”

Designed for a 
connected and re-
laxed lifestyle, the 

pet-friendly community features a re-
sort-style pool and spa, fitness center, 
clubhouse with outdoor kitchen, 
community garden and optional car-
port parking. Dedicated pet features 
include a dog park, dog wash station 
and in-home doggie doors.

Blending modern suburban living 
with thoughtful simplicity, Estia at 

Zanjero Trails offers residents a bal-
ance of comfort, accessibility and 
outdoor lifestyle in one of the West 
Valley’s fastest growing areas.

Estia at Zanjero Trails rental home 

prices start at the monthly rate of 
$1,349.

Visit mark-taylor.com/apart-
ments/az/surprise/estia-at-zanje-
ro-trails.

YOUR
HOME
NEEDS AN UPGRADE

We’re here for you.

(623) 214-3599 TINTASGRANITE.COM
13410 W FOXFIRE DR | SURPRISE, AZ 85378

CABINETSFLOORS BACKSPLASHSHOWERS

“This is one of our most quaint 
communities in the West 

Valley.”
Andre Rivas

Mark-Taylor Residential managing director

Mark-Taylor Residential has completed Estia at Zanjero Trails, a build-to-rent community now welcom-
ing residents in Surprise. (Courtesy Mark-Taylor Residential)

New BTR community ready in Surprise



New stations were recommended 
on both sides of U.S. 60/Grand Av-
enue in the north part of the city.

Citygate estimated the city will 
need up to eight new stations total 
over the next six to 10 years, but a 
public safety center is needed now.

The consultant warned that not 
adding more stations within the 
next five years would crush the 
city’s response times.

“We have anticipated the growth, 
and we’ve been actively trying to 
work within our budget,” Interim 
Chief Kevin Spirlong told the city 
council earlier this month.

Since 2022, the department has 
hired 50 people with 20 more com-
ing on board in 2026 alone.

Spirlong said the department has 

used “strategic overhiring” to fill 
spots of people anticipated to re-
tire or leave for other reasons. The 
department currently has nine of 
those overhires.

“We’ve really been doing every-
thing that’s within our power to try 
to prepare for this,” Spirlong said. 
“We’re not able to, obviously, meet 
the demand. It’s just an insatiable 
demand.”

Gary said Citygate recommends 
Surprise add a citywide growth of-
ficer. 

“An orchestra with that many 
moving parts needs a conductor and 
a master plan of the master plan,” 
Gary said.
Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org. 

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or 
email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 

committed to publishing a wide variety of reader 
opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines.
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Of Honest, Dependable 
Service. 

We stand behind our work.

WEED CONTROL

623.977.2100
12040 N. 111th Avenue • Youngtown, AZ |WWW.GENERALX.COM

Pre-emergent ApplicationPre-emergent Application
Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)

Expires 7-31-26
$145

PEST • TERMITE • WEEDS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATEVISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

57 Years
SERVICE IS OUR SALESMANSERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

WHEN: July 14th, Tuesday, 1 PM to 2:30 PM
WHERE: THE Grand / Sago Room / 19726 N. Remington Dr, Surprise, AZ

WHEN: July 14th, Tuesday, 4 PM to 5:30 PM
WHERE: Medicare Healthcare Options Office / 10740 W. Bell Rd, Sun City, AZ

FROM THE COVER

Fire
• From page 17
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13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org • 623-584-0350

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am 
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com • 623-546-6228

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm • Sunday 9:00am

Online at colchurch.com/services

LCMS

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611 
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

God s love is always
in season.  

Come worship with us!
Pastor Greg Emery

Faith& Values

because whoever opens this box in 
50 years should know that we do this 
with passion, we do this with relent-
less eff ort, we do this with love.”

The box will be sitting in the May-
or’s Atrium of City Hall, 16000 N. 
Civic Center Plaza, presumably for 
the next fi ve decades when America 
celebrates its tricentennial.

Several department heads and 
councilmembers wrote notes to the 
future city leaders. 

Transportation Director Eric 
Boyles said his department’s note 
was to let future transportation work-
ers know “we put you on the right 
path moving forward.”

Economic Development Director 
Jeanine Jerkovic also wrote a letter to 
the economic development director 
in 2076.

“It’s cheering them on and wish-
ing them well,” Jerkovic said about 
the letter. “Because I think we have 
a bright future in Surprise.”

Jerkovic deposited into the time 
capsule a typical Economic Devel-
opment swag bag that the city cur-
rently hands out to clients. Items in 

the bag included this year’s unique 
department spring training cap (an 
American 250 theme), an informa-
tion packet about Surprise facts and 
fi gures and a “Surprise Surprise Sur-
prise” marketing T-shirt.

“The shirt originated in Economic 
Development a few years ago because 
we wanted a work uniform,” Jerkovic 
said. “We want to have a casual day, 
but we want to do it with style.”

The Sports, Entertainment and 
Culture Department deposited the 
inaugural program for the new Sur-
prise Arts division, which is produc-
ing shows at the Vista Center for the 
Arts for the fi rst time this year.

A copy of the 2040 general plan 
was inserted in the box, giving future 
leaders a look at the vision of the city 

FROM THE COVER
Time
• From page 1

• See Capsule on page 26

Surprise Mayor Kevin Sartor drops items into a time capsule the city of Surprise will have sealed at City 
Hall until 2076 during a sealing ceremony on July 1. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

Surprise Marketing and Communications Man-
ager Virginia Mungovan shows off  the Progress 
magazines her department was contributing to 
the Surprise time capsule to be opened in 2076. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)



hustle and bustle in a nice, small, qui-
et neighborhood,” Deakin said.

Now that she has chosen to run as 
a write-in candidate, she knows she 
has her work cut out for her to win 
election. Surprise only counts write-
in votes for “official” candidates who 
have submitted paperwork.

In 2020, Surprise featured an elec-
tion for mayor and a city council po-
sition with an official write-in candi-
date for each.

In that year’s mayor’s race, busi-
nesswoman Cheryl Packham earned 
only 495 votes, or 1.79%, in a loss to 
Skip Hall, who ran unopposed on the 
ballot.

Another 386 other names that did 
not count were cast.

In the two-way District 5 race be-
tween current Councilmember Jack 
Hastings and former Councilmember 
David Sanders, only 112 votes were 
written in for official candidate Ka-
wika Henderson. That came out at 
only 2.93% of the vote.

And in 2024, businessman Ed 
Cunningham only earned 5.5% of 
the vote despite plastering the city 
with signs

Targeted platform
Other than Project Baccara, 

Deakin does not have too many other 
platform issues she would like voters 
to consider.

She is a big proponent of public 
safety as she was raised by a father 
in law enforcement for 25 years. She 
cares about safe roads and would like 
to see traffic enforcement stepped up.

Also, she said the intersection at 
Reems Road and Cholla Street needs 
a traffic signal.

“It gets really scary, especially 
during the school day, when kids 
are trying to cross that crossover at 
Reems,” Deakin said. 

“It’s just being more proactive and 
more responsible about putting in 
stoplights where they need to be — 
cutting down or trying to cut down 
on dangerous and reckless driving. It 
kind of feels like the Wild Wild West 
out here when it comes to driving 
around town.”

She knows her candidacy may 
only bring attention to the Project 
Baccara issue, which she said would 
also be a win.

“I was not planning to do this until 
I felt like I have got do this because I 
have got to at least try,” Deakin said. 
“I would want my constituents to feel 
comfortable talking to me about their 
concerns and feel confident that I 
will advocate on their behalf. I don’t 
know what I don’t know. I’m not 
afraid to admit I’m wrong. I would 
see the relationship being very coop-
erative.”

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 

or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.
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13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

12 MONTH NO INTEREST
FINANCING AVAILABLE 623-979-5855Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Your full service
fl ooring store.

Proudly Serving
THE WEST VALLEY

for over 225555 YEARS
““WWWWee sseervvvvicce wwhhaaat wwwee seellll!”””

Carpet, Tile, Furniture 
and Area Rug Cleaning

222000%%% OOOOFFFFFF
Carpet Cleaning, 

Tile and Grout Cleaning for life 

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS

ON SALE

70 oz Nylon Carpet
Now on Sale

Starting at
$5.99SF installed

Waterproof
Vinyl

Flooring
Starting at

$6.89
SF installed

*Trim pieces not included.

LIC #150139

WE 
ACCEPT
FSA/HSA

100 Years
FittingExperience

$50 OFF
CUSTOM ORTHOTIC W/SHOE PURCHASE
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 7/31/2026.

10% OFF
ANY FULL PRICE PAIR OF SHOES

One coupon per person. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 7/31/2026.

Enjoy the summer
with ARA Sandals

14545 W Grand Ave #109 • Surprise, AZ 85374
623-600-9000 • footsolutions.com/surprise

Candidate
• From page 18
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36 years before they opened the box.
“It’s a visionary document that’s 

helping guide the development 
of the city,” City Planner Trever 
Fleetham said. “It will be updated a 
few times before we open this time 
capsule, so we’re excited to see how 
that changes over time.” 

City Councilmember Johnny V. 
Melton placed in the box a photo of 
the city’s first grocery store, where 
the then-town’s first mayor, Bill 
Williams, organized the incorpora-
tion of the town in 1960. The store 
was also the first polling location.

Melton said the town’s first-year 
budget was $11,000. For fiscal year 
2027, Surprise’s budget has top $1 
billion.

Melton joked that he will help 

open the time capsule in 2076 
during his “13th term.”

Surprise Public Library System 
Director Kelsey Lamphier put in 
an active library card for Flora Mae 
Statler, the woman who founded 
Surprise in the 1930s.

“She is now our oldest library 
patron,” Lamphier said. “This rep-
resents how far we’ve come and the 
stories that have yet to be told.”

City Manager Andrea Davis 
wrote a sealed letter to the future 
city manager and staff.

“It was basically saying, ‘Right 
now, we’re going through a lot of 
growth, and we’re hoping the love, 
the passion that we have currently 
shows 50 years from now,” Davis 
said. “The decision we make today 
will lead to a great future communi-
ty that we want to see.”

The Surprise Youth Council left 
photos and a letter to a future youth 

council group.
Other items placed in the box in-

cluded the fiscal year 2026 budget 
book, the last four issues of Progress 
— a city-produced news and infor-
mation magazine — a Fire Depart-
ment America 250 patch, a water 
chart detailing the current service 
in Surprise and the contemporary 
portfolio for the city and the July 

1 edition of Surprise Independent, 
which was catered to the time cap-
sule project.

Sartor asked Phoenix-based Full 
Draw Carpentry, a company that 
builds high-end custom cabinets, to 
create the two-by-three foot box.

Surprise resident Eric Boyles, 
a man with the same name as the 
city’s transportation director, and 
Darrel Mumau, created it out of all 
solid walnut.

It features a panels on all four 
sides — the city logo, the Ameri-
ca 250 logo, the state flag and a list 
of the main administrators at City 
Hall.

The men called it an honor to 
create the box for the event.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civil-
ity Guidelines.

Must mention this offer at time of signing.

Call Today 623-977-4458

$500 OFF ANY
 PROJECT $5000 OR MORE

ROC 269037  |  Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Insured

www.PalmersandBeyond.com

623-977-4458
— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

SERVING 
THE VALLEY 

SINCE 
1974!

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE 
FOR HOME UPDATES 
INCLUDING: 

•Kitchens•Counter Tops 
•Bathrooms•Flooring
•Walk-in Showers •Painting
•Walk-in Tubs •Outdoor Living

“Advocates for YOUR  Home Improvement”

FROM THE COVER
Capsule
• From page 24

Surprise Interim Assistant City Manager Brenden 
Espie, left, has a laugh with Police Chief Evan Be-
cher when describing the Surprise Independent 
clip he was putting inside the time capsule. (In-
dependent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)
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Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 • We Honor Most Extended Warranties
Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737

$2499
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

LUBE, OIL, FILTER ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Vans, trucks, Parts  and rear shims extra, if needed. 
Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

$8999
4-Wheel

2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!

• Engine Light Scan

• Fluids & 

Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26

COMPLETE FLUID 
EXCHANGE PACKAGE

$27499

13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 
www.yourvalley.net

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTOSUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO
Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

AAA MEMBERS
GET 15% OFF LABOR

UP TO $150.00

TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00

$5999
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

FULL SYNTHETIC
LUBE, OIL, FILTER

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

BEAT 
THE 

HEAT!
S U M M E R  S P E C I A L

Plus sales tax. Up top 16OZ freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 7/31/26.

Complete Digital & Saftey 
Inspection

Complete vehicle health check

A/C System Tune-Up
Restore cold, efficient cooling

Cabin Air Filter/HVAC
Cleaner air, better airflow

Battery Test & Inspection
Check battery health & charging 

Full Coolant Exchange
Protect engine from overheating 

Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 7/31/26

LUBE OIL FILTER, TIRE 
ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, AIR 

& CABIN FILTER
Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 
or FULL Synthetic $149.99

Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. 
of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil.

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

$39999
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Announcement Estate Sales Estate Sales

Full Time

Full Time

Part Time
Auto Parts Counter
 Help, Part Time, for
 Auto Engine Shop.
 Chevy and Ford
 Performance. Must
 have Parts experience,
 computer knowledge,
 good customer service
 skills. Order and stock
 parts, greet walk-ins
 at counter, assist with
 phones and Tech calls,
 reliable.
 Email resume to:
 acct.phxengine@
 gmail.com or
 Call Christine
 602-866-8044.

Guns/Supplies
BUYING & 

SELLING GOLD, 
GUNS, AMMO, & 
RELOADING 
SUPPLIES. 

Will buy one gun or 
whole collection.
Licensed dealer. 

Best prices around.
Allen

602-918-1999
623-875-4565

Pets/Supplies
SANGRIA is a gorgeous 2-year-old dilute tortie with plenty of personality—aka “tortitude!” This busy girl 
loves climbing, exploring, playing, and running on her exercise wheel. If you’re looking for an entertaining, 
active companion, Sangria is ready to keep you on your toes! She enjoys greeting her favorite people and 
supervising every meal, but aff ection is on her terms. A few pets while she’s eating or playing? Perfect. 
Being carried around or held for long? Not so much! Sangria needs an experienced cat owner who 
understands feline body language and respects her boundaries. Because she can become overstimulated 

easily, Sangria would do best as the only pet in a quiet home 
without young children or elderly family members. Daily 
interactive play is a must to help her burn off  her endless 
energy. As a kitten, Sangria suff ered a serious rear leg injury 
that required surgery, but she has made an amazing recovery 
and doesn’t let it slow her down one bit. Meet her at the Peoria 
Shelter, 10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria AZ 85345 or call 623-773-
2246. Additional cats at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise.

Automobiles

Golf Cars

$CASH$
$CASH$

$$ CASH $$
For Your

Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

Golf Cars
Buying Running & 

Non Running 
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your A/C Schedule Your A/C Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 

ON NEW INSTALLATION 
AND FOR ALL VETS

WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!
$7500 Installation Special

Appliance

Clean Windows

Excellent 
Window
Cleaning 

&
SUNSCREENS

Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve 
623-341-8197 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement

per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 
Logo and photos included

No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

Have ZERO business on your website?

Use a print ad to describe your services and drive people to your website.

put your website address here
Advertising gets results! Call 623-972-6101   YourValley.net

SELL IT
NOW

623-972-6101
call

To place your ad.

To Advertise go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

iniusa.org/classifieds
just a click away
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Cleaning

HOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTSHOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTS
Monthly • Bi-Weekly • One TimeMonthly • Bi-Weekly • One Time

References AvailableReferences Available

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
623-261-6360623-261-6360

ANNA’SANNA’S
HOUSEKEEPINGHOUSEKEEPING LL

C
LL

C

Julie’s
Senior Care & 

Cleaning Services
Low Rates

Free Estimates

Call for

Monthly Special
starting at $85

Same Day Cleaning
Same Day Care

623-523-2575
Clean Windows

             Brighten
            Up

            Your Day!
Reasonable
Dependable

Screens & Tracks
Cleaned at

No Extra Cost
References Available
FREE ESTIMATES

FABOREO
WINDOW
CLEANING

(602)252-6499

WINDOW CLEANING

Computers

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE
HOME ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION

HAPPY HAPPY 
INDEPENDENCE DAY!INDEPENDENCE DAY!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

623-810-9788 • LakeElectricAZ.com

Senior & Vet 
Discounts ROC336078

Free Estimates
• Troubleshooting
• Repairs
• Code Violations
• Fans & Lighting
• New Circuits
• Remodels
• Sub-Panels
• 220 Volt Lines

ON TIME 
ELECTRIC

602-695-7302

Electrical
SUPERCHARGED

ELECTRIC
FREE

ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

  Indoor/Outdoor 
      Lighting
  Appliance Circuits
  Panel Upgrades
  Ceiling Fans
  Troubleshooting/
  Inspection Repairs
  Remodels/Additions
(623)546-7714
www.superchargedelectric.com
Family- Owned & Operated
LICENSED ROC# 181530 BONDED  INSURED

Floor Coverings

ESP Floor Covering LLC
Tile
Hardwood
Laminates
LVT & LVP
Carpet

Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s

Serving ALL the 
Sun Cities

Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier

623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured  ROC# 275244

 

FLOORS  MOREA
N

D

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES LLC

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs

 Luxury Vinyl Plank
 Laminate Carpet
 Vinyl Baseboards

623-824-3472623-824-3472
John Brunetti

35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded

ROC 313488

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE

Estimates
623-780-2687

ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC

Garage Door
Springs

Replaced
Licensed  Bonded  Insured

New Doors & Openers
 Service 
 Installations  Repairs

(623)853-3311
ROC #336907

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC
5” & 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS  & 

LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
Ask 

About Our 
Senior & 
Military 

Discounts

Office: 602-675-0949 
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Handyman

CONST RUC T ION

All Aspects of Home 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

• LVP & Laminate 
   Flooring Installation
• Plumbing & Electrical
• Custom Crown Molding 
   & Baseboards
• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

ROC 221600 • Licensed/Bonded

623-466-3683

Cell phone users please include 
the area code when dialing 

Handyman

 RELIABLE
Home Repair &  Maintenance

 
Full Service Handyman 

& Remodeling
40 Years’ Experience

FREE Estimates

623-594-5177

not a licensed contractor

Quality Work, Honest 
Service, Great Value!

Health Care

InsuranceJunk Removal

3R JUNK 
REMOVAL

 Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small 
Schedule Us 

Call
623.698.1438

Or Online
 3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier

Junk Removal Co

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Landscaping

LIBRA
LANDSCAPING & 

HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY

Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming

Pavers
Artifi cial Grass Installation,

Rock Scaping & More
FREE Estimates & Low Prices
602-762-4766 Juan 

602-301-8194 LibraPost your Items for Sale                        
 at  

 iniusa.org/classifieds
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Insurance

Landscaping
NATURE’S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience

For all your
Landscape needs.

Lic # K21-153033

15% OFF 
  with ad

Jeff-
602.377.3755
 naturesbestlandscape

services.com

Landscaping

WAYNE’S 
LANDSCAPING

Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service

Deep Root Fertilizing

Complete Landscaping

SUMMER
SPECIAL

10% Discount 
With Ad

623-877-2902
ROC 153581

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Moving/Hauling

Al’s IN or OUT
MOVING
Haul Away

Unwanted Clutter
Starting @ $50

Call
623-221-7454
Referrals Available
Local Mover

SUN CITIESSUN CITIES
FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS

MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
 Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

 Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

 Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

 Full Service MovingFull Service Moving

 Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

Painting

• Interior/Exterior
• Cabinet Repaints/
   Stains
• Drywall Repairs
• Cool Deck Repaints
• PORA Members
(623) 975-1871
daniel@dzpaint.com

www.dzpaint.com
Roc #240852

PAINTINGPAINTING

SENIOR DISCOUNTS  

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOR

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business 
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf
Includes Dunn Edwards Paints

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets
• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed
Bonded 
Insured •BBB 
Roc# 272507

Plumbing

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service! 
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro 
Jetting • Roto Rooter • Camera Inspections 

Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

37 ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

$37 DRAIN Unclog Special!

Remodeling

Remodeling

Roofi ng

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

~Tile ~Shingle
~Foam ~Flat
Tile/ Leak Repair

Complete
Re-Roofing

Roof Maintenance &
Inspections

Waterproof Coatings
PORA/Member

            + Years
Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Residential
Commercial

Call Today
623-878-9832

Tree Removal
BENNETT

TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree

Care

*Trimming
*Removals

*Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Call
Today
and 
Get 

Results

623-972-6101

GREAT
RATES

Want a 
New
Job?
Just take a
look in our
classifieds.

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

DAILY

I 
SOLD

IT!

iniusa.org/
classifieds

NEED WORK DONE AROUND
THE HOUSE? DON’T HAVE THE

TIME OR THE EXPERTISE?

Take a look at the 
advertisers in this 
Business and
Services Directory.
To advertise call 623.972.6101
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds
623-972-6101

iniusa.org/classifieds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise
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Roofi ng
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Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

ROC #324307
����������	�

• Residential - Commercial
• Roof Replacement & Repair
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
 TPO Roofing

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 
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Thursday, July 9th | 1:00 p.m.

12515 W. Bell Rd,
Surprise, AZ.

Schedule your donation at
vitalant.org or to host a blood drive, 
visit vitalant.org/host

RIBBON
CUTTING
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