
Police and safety experts 
remind residents how 
to prevent water-related 
tragedies

Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley Police Depart-
ment hosted a Coff ee with a Cop 
event open to the public on July 1, 
where community members learned 
about water safety.

PVPD partnered with Phoenix 
Children’s Hospital Foundation Inju-
ry Prevention Specialist Lexi Benner 
to educate residents on ways to re-
duce the risk of water-related injuries 
and drownings.

Paradise Valley Police Depart-
ment Community Resource Offi  cer 
Vasilije Sagovnovic said the presen-
tation emphasized the importance of 
designating a distraction-free adult 
to supervise children around pools, 
installing pool fencing, using U.S. 
Coast Guard approved life jackets 
and knowing lifesaving measures 
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ACOPS reviews bicycle and e-bike 
safety concerns in Paradise ValleyCoff ee with a 

cop focuses on 
water safety

INDEPENDENT
TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY
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SUSD board 
approves 
budget; 18

Business
New 
telehealth 
company; 16

Police chief, sergeant and 
councilmember weigh in

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sgt. Michael Unger presented an update on bicy-
clists in Paradise Valley at the Advisory Com-
mittee on Public Safety meeting June 22 follow-

ing complaints about speeding, riding more than two 
abreast and other safety concerns.

Unger presented body camera footage from Cam-

elback Manor Drive, a 20-foot wide road where resi-
dents have frequently complained about cyclists.

The footage showed cyclists riding early in the 
morning no more than two abreast and traveling below 
the 25 mph speed limit.

“You wouldn’t expect me to enforce traffi  c on a 
vehicle at 23 miles an hour. I’m not going to enforce 
speeding rules with a bicycle at 23 miles an hour,” Un-
ger said.

• See E-Bikes on page 12

• See Water Safety on page 12
Paradise Valley Advisory Committee on Public Safety members during a meeting on June 22. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 
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THE CHOICE IS OBVIOUS
Our Knowledge is Unparalleled, Our Connections are Limitless and Our Marketing Works

Robert Joffe

Adam JoffeJonah Joffe

602.989.8300  |  robert@thejoffegroup.com  |  TheJoffeGroup.com

Andrew Mehlman Z. Jawanmardi Dan Lombard

$5,199,000   8441 East Cortez Street
5 bedrooms, 6 baths, 5,765 square feet

$1,175,000   7240 North Via La Montana
3 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,613 square feet

$980,000   5850 East Kathleen
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,605 square feet 

5850kathleen.com

$1,695,000   4843 North 72nd Way
2 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,122 square feet

$7,500,000   9735 East Kemper
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,742 square feet

$14,895,000   6824 East Hummingbird
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,850 square feet

$1,495,000   7157 East Rancho Vista #4001
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,213 square feet

7157ranchovista4001.com

$9,695,000   9790 North 56th Street
4 bedrooms, 5 baths, 8,144 square feet 

$2,595,000   7133 North 40th Street
vacant lot 1.33 acres

$9,995,000   5022 East Orchid Lane
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,511 square feet

5022orchid.com

$24,000,000   5500 North Dromedary
The iconic MERRY CHRISTMAS House on top 

of Camelback Mountain     23.66 acres

$1,400,000   8675 East Via De Los Libros
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,412 square feet

8675viadeloslibros.com

$7,300,000   7102 East Kalil
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 8,200 square feet 

SALE 
PENDING

NEW 
LISTING
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Held at the Fairmont Scottsdale 
Princess, 7575 E. Princess Drive, 
the Sip & Soirée fundraiser will 
take place on Saturday, Sept. 12, at 
11a.m., according to a press release

Presented by Phoenix Lending 
Group and hosted by Fresh Start’s 
Auxiliary Board, Sip & Soirée brings 
the community together to upli  
women on the path to economic in-
dependence and personal empower-
ment. Every dollar raised helps fund 
Fresh Start’s comprehensive ser-
vices that empower women to over-
come barriers, build career paths and 
achieve long-term self-suffi  ciency for 
themselves and their children, the re-
lease continues.

The event kicks off  with an inter-
active Sip and Shop marketplace fea-
turing local vendors, activity stations, 
mocktails, and wine. A er exploring 
the marketplace, guests will be treat-
ed to a seated luncheon with live en-
tertainment, heartfelt stories, and a 
few fun surprises along the way.

This year’s event highlights in-

clude:
•Sip and Shop Marketplace – A 

curated selection of local businesses 
and interactive experiences, paired 
with refreshing wine and mocktails.

•Luncheon – Delicious lunch and 
live entertainment.

•Luxury Handbag and Super Raf-
fl e – Exclusive prizes including de-

signer bags and premium packages.
•Community Partner, Volunteer, 

and Fundraising Ambassador Cel-
ebrations – Recognition of dedicat-
ed supporters who champion Fresh 
Start’s mission.

For more inforation, visit fresh-
startwomen.org/events/fresh-start-
sip-and-soiree. 

Fresh Start fundraiser set for September

The public is welcome to the Fresh Start Women’s Foundation Sip and Soiree fundraiser Sept. 12. 
(Courtesy Fresh Start)

Report for America 
partnership

Independent Newsmedia welcomes 
Brittany Bowyer to the team. Bowyer 
is joining as a corps member through a 
grant from Report for America and will 
cover high school sports in the Valley.

Report for America, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofi t organization, helps train and 
support emerging journalists through its 
various grant programs. To learn more 
about Report for America, visit report-
foramerica.com.

A Phoenix, Arizona, native with a 
passion for sports that runs deep, Bow-
yer has been covering high school sports 
across the state for the past 10 years
with a focus on community impact, 
student-athlete stories and the evolving 
landscape of prep athletics.

Bowyer is a 2017 graduate of ASU’s 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication with a mas-
ter’s degree in Sports Journalism. She 
also obtained her undergraduate degree
at Arizona State University, majoring in 

Independent Newsmedia welcomes 
new sports reporter

Brittany Bowyer (Photo courtesy 
Brittany Bowyer)

SPORTS

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Abortions rise in Arizona, 
nationally after Supreme 
Court scrapped Roe v. Wade

About 17,600 pregnancies were 
terminated in Arizona last year, ac-
cording to the Guttmacher Institute, 
which tracks reproductive health. 
That’s up from 13,910 in 2023, the 
fi rst full year a er the Dobbs ruling.

The nationwide total is up more 
than 20% from before Dobbs came 
down, thanks in part to the spread of 
telehealth services in response to re-
strictions in many states.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/2eh54why

Phoenix intersections 
account for Arizona’s most 
dangerous roads

For many drivers in the Valley, sit-
ting at a red light on 67th Avenue or 
navigating a busy intersection during 
rush hour is just another part of the 
daily commute.

But traffi  c data shows some of 
these familiar crossroads are among 
the most dangerous in Arizona.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/46nzde6f

CDC urges people to prevent 
mosquito bites as West Nile 
virus season hits a strong, 
early start

Health offi  cials are encouraging 
people to use bug spray and mosqui-
to-control eff orts as West Nile virus 
season is off  to its earliest and worst 
start in over two decades.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said Wednesday that 
it had confi rmed at least 48 cases — 
38 of them severe — as of June 30.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/4ndaaeyz • See Sports on page 24
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602-432-4743
www.plushaz.com
         Jarrodsmith_777          

Paradise Valley is 
Global. Your Agent 

Should Be Too.
Our market is no longer a local secret—out-of-state 
buyers are flooding PV looking for elite estates. Landing 
the right deal takes more than local roots; it takes 
global reach and unyielding resources. Whether you 
are looking to capture premium capital for your estate, 
or you are ready to make a move yourself, I unlock the 
market’s inner circle.

From ultra-exclusive off-market custom builds to 
the finest public listings, I uncover the absolute best 
opportunities before anyone else even knows they exist.

Ready to find your next move or capitalize 
on current demand? Call today for a private, 
confidential consultation.
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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By Addison Lenhart
CRONKITE NEWS

The role of the WM Phoenix Open in 
a newly announced PGA Tour restruc-
turing remains a mystery.

The Tiger Woods-led Future Compe-
tition Committee unveiled a signifi cant 
overhaul of the PGA Tour at the Trav-
elers Championship in Cromwell, Con-
necticut, in late June. The tour will im-
plement the new structure in 2028, which 
establishes a tiered system that includes 
promotion and relegation and two main 
player divisions: the PGA Tour Cham-
pionship series and the PGA Tour Chal-
lenger Series. 

Questions surrounding the Phoenix 
Open have come as a result of the unfi nal-
ized list of PGA tour events expected to 
be a part of the new championship series. 
Despite the uncertainty, the chairman of 
the 2027 tournament at TPC Scottsdale 
did not sound concerned.

“The WM Phoenix Open is far more 
than a golf tournament — it’s one of Ar-
izona’s premier events and a powerful 
driver of economic impact, charitable giv-
ing, sustainability and community pride,” 
Chris Camacho said. “The Thunderbirds 
have built something truly special along-
side WM and the PGA Tour, and we re-
main confi dent in the tournament’s con-
tinued success and long-term future.”

The tour has fi nalized 10 of the 15 
events that will make up the champion-
ship series. The remaining fi ve sites will 
either be fi lled by existing PGA Tour 
events or host new tournaments in new 
markets. The markets under consider-
ation are Boston, Denver, New York, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle and 
Washington, D.C.

The PGA Tour plans to implement a 
season-long point system in each series. 

The system will be used to determine 
who will be promoted, relegated and re-
tained at the end of each season.

Players who fi nish top 20 in points of 
the challenger series will be eligible for 
promotion to the championship series. 
The change is meant to appeal to fans 
and media, providing more real-time and 
transparent player performance tracking. 

“This work was bigger than any one 
player or person — it was about designing 
the strongest possible version of the PGA 
Tour for the future generations of fans 
and players,” Tiger Woods, chairman of 
the Future Competition Committee, said 
in a press release. “From the beginning, 
the committee’s focus was on delivering a 
better experience for our fans, while cre-
ating a model that best sets up the Tour, 
its players and its partners for long-term 
success and stability.”

A new postseason format was also in-
cluded in the plans. The tour will include 
match play for the fi rst time. 

“Match play is a format our fans have 

been asking for, and I look forward to 
sharing more details about the postseason 
in my press conference at the Tour Cham-
pionship in August,” Rolapp said at the 
Travelers Championship. “There’s great 
examples in the golf ecosystem for match 
play that’s compelling and that works, 
not only for fans, but also, as I mentioned, 
that the players feel are compelling. Our 
focus was to make sure that the players 
felt it was authentic, and I think that’s 
where most of the attention was.” 

The WM Phoenix Open has drawn 
golf and non-golf fans alike since 1932, 
with a more casual atmosphere that’s 
helped appeal to the average sports fan. 
Its stop on the tour o en coincides with 
the Super Bowl, and event leaders are 
confi dent it can withstand change.

This article fi rst appeared on Cronkite News and 
is republished here under a Creative Commons 

Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. 
Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 
committed to publishing a wide variety of reader 

opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

WM Phoenix Open role in new PGA Tour 
format remains a mystery

SPORTS

Brooks Koepka hits out 
of the bunker on the 
10th hole during the WM 
Phoenix Open on Feb. 5, 
2026 at TPC Scottsdale. 
The PGA Tour announced 
a new plan for the 2028 
season, and it could 
change the WM Phoe-
nix Open’s place in the 
golf rotation. (Cronkite 
News/Sydney Lovan)
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We support Wastchak for 
Paradise Valley council

As residents of Paradise Valley for 
over 30 years, we have known Daran 
Wastchak and his family for 14 years. 
We have known him to be hard-work-
ing, reliable, extremely ethical and 
totally devoted to our community.

He seeks this offi  ce not for his own 
self-aggrandizement, but to make 
certain Paradise Valley continues to 
be the outstanding town we all know.

His six years of experience on 
the Paradise Valley Town Planning 
Commission (two as chairman) have 
acquainted him with the needs and 
issues facing our town. He also su-
pervises the Paradise Valley Men’s 
Breakfast Group where local issues 
are at the center of monthly discus-
sions.

There are outside infl uences ema-
nating from the State Legislature that 
would adversely aff ect Paradise Val-
ley. Daran Wastchak would stand up 
to these issues and would not buckle 
in the face of political pressure. This 
is the type of individual we need on 
our town council. We totally support 
his candidacy and are proud to vote 
for him!

Christopher and Dianne Dean
PARADISE VALLEY

Proud to have Daran 
Wastchak represent me on 
town council

I have known Daran Wastchak for 
the past 15 years as my neighbor in 
Paradise Valley. I honestly cannot say 
enough good things about Daran as a 
candidate.

He is well informed and has a 
strong moral and ethical background. 
I have watched him raise his beautiful 
family with principles and values. Da-
ran understands what makes Paradise 
Valley so special, and he cares very 

much about the 
future of our 
amazing com-
munity.

My fami-
ly and I have 
watched his 
dedication to 
Paradise Valley 
and to Arizona 
for over a de-
cade and know 
he would be an excellent addition to 
our town council.  Join me in voting 
for Daran Wastchak to represent all 
of us on the Paradise Valley Town 
Council.

Katie Herberger
PARADISE VALLEY

Looking back while planning 
for America’s future

As America celebrates its 250th 
birthday, it’s worth asking a simple 
question: What kind of nation do we 
hope it will be when it celebrates its 
300th? 

Every generation inherits a nation 
shaped by those who came before 
it. In turn, each generation has the 
responsibility to prepare those who 
will come next. The America we cel-
ebrate today exists because previous 
generations invested in developing 
citizens of character who were willing 
to lead, serve and contribute to some-
thing larger than themselves. 

Every week, I have the privilege of 
watching young people learn to lead, 
solve problems together, serve their 
communities and accomplish things 
they didn’t think they could do. Ex-
periences like those remind me that 
leadership isn’t something we’re born 
with. It is developed through oppor-
tunity, encouragement and practice. 

Every generation faces diff erent 
challenges. Today’s young people 
are growing up in a world that is 

more connected, more complex and
changing faster than ever before. But
the qualities that defi ne good citizens
and good leaders haven’t changed at 
all: integrity, resilience, courage, ser-
vice and a commitment to improving 
the communities where they live. 

Strong communities don’t happen 
by accident. They are built one gen-
eration at a time. Every investment 
we make in a young person — in their 
character, their confi dence, their
leadership and their commitment to
serving others — is ultimately an in-
vestment in the future of our commu-
nities and our country. 

I have tremendous confi dence in 
the next generation. What they need
from us is the opportunity, encour-
agement and guidance to discover
their path.

The future isn’t determined only
by elections, economic conditions 
or technological innovation. It is also 
shaped by whether we prepare young
people to lead with character, integri-
ty and a heart for service. 

The future doesn’t simply happen 
to us. It is shaped by the young peo-
ple we choose to invest in today. 

Andy Price is Scout executive of 
Scottsdale-based Scouting Arizona, 
Grand Canyon Council, which serves 
thousands of youths in the state. This 
opinion was edited for length and can 
be read in full online at https://tinyurl.
com/mv2vteus.

Andy Price
SCOTTSDALE

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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$329

$999

$799 449

$329

999

$799 449

$329

$999

$799 449

$
329

999

$
799449

18 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
REFRIGERATOR

•  Humidity Controlled 
•  Crisper Drawers 
• Top Freezer  
• Modern Design

FFHT1822UV 
Stainless Steel

$499

STAINLESS 
STEEL 23 CU. FT. 
SIDE BY SIDE

• Deli Drawer
• Crisper Shelves
• LED Lighting 

FFSS2315TS  
CLOSEOUT

$999

LOWERLOWER
PRICES!PRICES!

$399EACH

WASHER
• 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• 8 Wash Cycles
• 3 Temperature Settings
• Dual Action Agitator

DRYER
• Super Capacity
• Multiple Drying Cycles
• Automatic Dryness Control
NED4500VQ CLOSEOUT

NTW4501XQ CLOSEOUT

THE TRUCKS ARE ROLLING IN, AND THE DEALS ARE FANTASTIC. WE BUY RIGHT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS... 
SO, WE CAN PASS THE SAVINGS ON TO YOU. SPENCERS HAS BEEN SERVING CUSTOMERS FOR ALMOST  52 YEARS.

GET TO SPENCERS TODAY... YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID!
®KITCHEN REMODEL

REFRIGERATOR
• 25 Cubic Foot Capacity
• Infinity Slide Shelves
• Pizza Pocket
• Fingerprint Resistant

Black Stainless Steel
WRS325FNAM
CLOSEOUT

DISHWASHER
• 24”
• 15 Place Settings
• 5 Wash Cycles
• Total Coverage

Spray Arm
• Anyware Basket
WDT750SAHZ
CLOSEOUT

RANGE
• 30”
• 5.3 Cu. Ft.
• Dual Elements
• Flex HeatTM
• Self Clean
• Storage Drawer
WFE515S0JS
CLOSEOUT

OVER-THE-
RANGE
MICROWAVE
• 1.7 Cu. Ft.
• 1000 Watts
• 2 Speed Fan
WMH31017FS
CLOSEOUT
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#1 IN PARADISE VALLEY
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SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $12,000,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $18,750,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $9,100,000
4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD | PARADISE VALLEY, 85253

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $14,275,000
6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-

RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

 REPRESENTED BUYER

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

SOLD: $16,250,000
5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED SELLER

6821 E VALLEY VISTA LANE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $7,999,995

6 BEDS I 7 BATHS I 7,538 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1.1 ACRES

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARAD ISE  VAL L E Y ,  8525 3  |  $5 ,999,999

5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE

5924 E NORTH LANE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $ 1 , 350 ,000

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2,167 SQ FT

UNDER CONTRACT: $1,499,888
7310  E  SAN  M IGUEL  AVE  | S COTTS DALE ,  85253

3 BEDS I 2 BATHS I 2,459 SQ FT

6528 N 60TH STREET
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $ 15 , 388 , 888

6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,262 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PA RA D ISE  VA LLE Y ,  8525 3  |  $9, 288 , 888

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SQ FT ON 1 ACRE

7150 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $30 ,000 ,000

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 12,440 SQ FT ON 2.8 ACRES
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The cyclists were cutting corners 
and swinging wide in some areas, but 
the body camera footage also showed 
vehicles doing the same thing, Unger 
said.

“Some of them were on the wrong 
side of the road, cutting the corners,” 
he said. “But also it’s important to re-
alize that every vehicle that I saw go 
through there that morning was also 
cutting.”

He has previously spoken with cy-
cling groups in Paradise Valley about 
the major complaints residents have 
raised, and they agreed to be more 
mindful of those concerns.

“They also asked that they don’t 
get targeted because some of the cy-
clists do try to abide by all the rules 
and laws,” he said.

Committee member Charlie Herf 
said he o en sees bicyclists impeding 
traffi  c or maneuvering dangerously 
on residential streets.

Herf said he saw children riding 
e-bikes faster than legally allowed 
without driver’s licenses, doing 
wheelies and other stunts on Sunday, 
June 21.

Unger said children younger than 
16 without a driver’s licenses cannot 
legally operate e-bikes that exceed 
certain speeds because they are legal-
ly considered motorcycles, allowing 
police to enforce those violations.

“We have stopped a couple of kids 
and we can actually 20 day (tow) 
their motorcycle,” he said.

Police Chief Freeman Carney said 
it can be diffi  cult for offi  cers to stop 
children riding motorcycles they are 
not legally old enough to operate be-
cause pursuits can become danger-
ous. 

Offi  cers have to decide when it 
is no longer safe to continue chasing 
because they do not want the riders 
to injure themselves, and many ju-
veniles know offi  cers will eventually 
stop pursuing them.

“One of the problems is if they take 

off , we want to be careful if we chase 
them, which is our instinct, but they 
run a red light and get hit by a car 
and die that’s a major liability for the 
offi  cer, for the town, but it’s not just 
about liability,” he said. “We just lost 
a life that’s unnecessary.”

Carney said one benefi t of the de-
partment’s drone program is that a 
drone can safely follow a rider home, 
allowing offi  cers to identify where 
they live rather than initiating a dan-
gerous pursuit.

The Paradise Valley Police De-
partment also has a cheat sheet offi  -
cers use to determine what is required 
to legally operate diff erent types of 
electric bikes based on the voltage 
displayed on the bike.

The department is also focusing on 
educating parents because they are 
the ones purchasing most of the bikes 
that are breaking laws, Unger said.

“We’re trying to deal with it the 
best way we can, which is enforce-
ment by pulling them over, talking 
to parents,” he said. “The parents 

are the ones buying them the motor-
cycles. So if we can outreach to the 
parents, that’s our best bet at stopping 
it.”

Councilmember Scott Moore said 
the issue will be discussed at a future
town council meeting when they re-
turn to session in September. 

Unger said that, based on what he 
has observed, most cyclists are fol-
lowing the law, but offi  cers will con-
tinue monitoring and stopping those 
who are not.

Carney said the issue extends be-
yond Paradise Valley, as other East 
Valley police chiefs are experiencing 
similar problems. 

He said they will continue discuss-
ing ways to address the issue within 
the law.

“It’s on our agenda to discuss as 
chiefs,” he said.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

E-Bikes
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

such as CPR.
“Arizona’s warm climate and the 

increased use of residential pools 
during the summer months, water 
safety education is especially import-
ant during this time” he said. “We 
were pleased to welcome that rep-
resentative from Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital Foundation who’s really 
versatile regarding this topic and pro-
vided a really comprehensive presen-
tation on drowning prevention, water 
safety awareness and practical mea-
sures for families.”

About 20 to 25 people attended 
the event, which Sagovnovic said is 
a strong turnout during the summer 
months.

“We had a great turnout,” he said. 

“It was well received, they enjoyed 
the information that was provided by 
Phoenix Children’s.”

Although Paradise Valley does not 
have mandated pool fencing require-
ments, installing pool barriers and 
self-latching gates can help protect 

children, pets, older adults and any-
one else who may not know how to 
swim, Sagovnovic said.

“You don’t know who can swim,” 
he said. “Having a gate in place will 
mitigate a lot of accidental things 
from happening…it provides a barri-

er between the child or pet or who-
ever it may be that doesn’t have that
knowledge of swimming just to avoid
any type of potentially fatal incident
from occurring.”

Benner also discussed the impor-
tance of using U.S. Coast Guard-ap-
proved life jackets and explained how
they diff er from arm fl oaties, which
are o en marketed to parents as safe
alternatives, Sagovnovic said.

“A life jacket itself is meant to cov-
er not just the arms of the minor or
whoever is using it but also the whole
torso so it will keep them afl oat,” he
said.

As a small municipality, Paradise
Valley does not receive a signifi cant
number of water-related emergency
calls, but it remains important to ed-
ucate residents on water safety prac-

Water Safety
• From page 1

Phoenix Children’s Hospital Foundation Injury Prevention Specialist Lexi Benner presents ways to 
reduce the risk of water related accidents and injuries at Coff ee with a Cop on July 1, in Paradise 
Valley. (Photo submitted by Paradise Valley Police Department Community Resource Offi  cer Vasilije 
Sagovnovic) 

• See Water Safety on page 20
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If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation.  Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.

azarchitecture.com

#1 Real Estate Agent  
Ranking Arizona 2026

REAL ESTATE

Knowledge Experience Marketing Service

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley • 1961–2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing 
distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach. 
For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of 
our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this 
inspirational artistic beacon.
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A $25 million renovation 
brings new wellness ameni-
ties 

Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A er a year of construction and 
a $25 million investment, the JW 
Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn 
Resort & Spa has reopened its new-
ly renovated spa and wellness center 
with updated amenities. 

The Spa at Camelback Inn aims 
to maintain the Southwestern at-
mosphere the resort has long been 
known for while updating to the best 
technology the wellness world has to 
off er, Terri Worthington, the resort’s 
director of marketing, said. 

The spa has long been a gathering 
place for locals and was deeply missed 

during its closure, Worthington said. 
During the time it was closed to 

guests who were not staying over-
night, she said she was frequently 
asked when it would reopen. 

“We’ve always enjoyed a wonder-
ful relationship with the local com-
munity because we were one of the 
fi rst spas here,” Worthington said. “It 
wasn’t unusual for a bunch of local 
people to say, ‘well, I’m going to the 
spa this week’, and they meant us.”

The renovation marks the third 
update to the spa since it opened in 
1989, but by far the most extensive, 
she explained.

The spa’s 32,000 square-foot 
property has allowed the resort to 
continue adapting the space as well-
ness trends have evolved over the de-

Camelback Inn unveils new spa

The newly renovated spa at JW Marriott Camelback Inn in Paradise Valley, Ariz. (Submitted by  JW Mar-
riott Scottsdale Camelback Inn Resort & Spa)

HEALTH

Founder Nicola Lewis says 
personal health crisis inspired 
a more comprehensive 
approach to telehealth. 

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

A new Valley-based telehealth 
company is entering the growing vir-
tual healthcare market with a model 
that combines online medical care 
with nutrition, education and life-
style resources.

Riovie, which launches in July 
2026, will off er access to licensed 
providers for weight management, 
hormone optimization, gut health, 
metabolic peptide programs and lab-
oratory testing. 

The Scottsdale-area company was 
founded by entrepreneur and Cer-

tifi ed Functional Nutrition Coach 
Nicola Lewis a er a personal health 
crisis prompted her to rethink how 
patients access and understand 
healthcare. 

Lewis said the turning point came 
a er a severe viral illness, believed to 
have been COVID-19, le  her with 
signifi cant vision loss and weeks of 
uncertainty.

“I was terrifi ed,” Lewis said. “I 
didn’t know why it had happened, 
whether my vision would return, or 
what life was going to look like.” 

Becoming the patient instead of 
the coach changed her perspective on 
what people experience while navi-
gating the healthcare system, Lewis 
said.

“I remember thinking, ‘If this feels 
overwhelming for me, how much 
harder must it be for someone who 

doesn’t have this background?’” she
said.

That experience led Lewis to be-
lieve patients need more than access
to healthcare, they also need help un-
derstanding it.

“Patients don’t just need access to 
healthcare,” Lewis said. “They need 
someone to help them understand it. 
To me, education isn’t separate from 
healthcare. It’s part of good health-
care.”

As she recovered, she wanted to 
build a model that looked beyond
treating individual symptoms and in-
stead focused on the whole person, 
Lewis said.

“I wanted someone to help me 
make sense of the whole picture, not
just one appointment or one treat-

Riovie launches in Scottsdale area 

Nicola Lewis launches holistic telehealth busi-
ness after her own health scare. (Photo submit-
ted by Nicola Lewis) 

• See Camelback Inn on page 26

• See Riovie on page 26
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$1,998,888
Kristy Ryan
REAL TRENDS - AZ - America’s Top 1000 Agents
Phx Business Journal, “The List” Top Residential Real Estate Agents
RE/MAX International’s Diamond Club, Chairman’s Club, Platinum 
Club, Hall of Fame, Lifetime Achievement Award, and 
Circle of Legends Recipient
ABR, CLHMS, GRI

RE/MAX Fine Properties
(480) 688-2429 Direct
KristyRyan@Remax.net

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President/Area Manager

Erich.Reichenberger@pioneertitleagency.com
480.368.1500

11602 N 70th Pl, Scottsdale, AZ 8525411602 N 70th Pl, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
$5,250,000$5,250,000

Listed by Compass

Please call 
me today at 

480.688.2429, if 
you are thinking 
of selling! I have 
buyers looking 

to purchase at all 
price ranges.

Not intended to solicit currently listed properties
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By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Scottsdale Unifi ed School 
District Governing board unanimous-
ly approved during its June 23 meeting 
an approximately $398 million budget 
for school year 2026-27.

According to district CFO Shan-
non Crosier, the budget includes a 
reduction of $2.7 million from the 
2025-2026 school year budget due to 
a predicted reduction in enrollment 
next year, which lowers state funding, 
and a continued reduction in budget 
carry forward.  

The district is also moving posi-
tions and expenses previously paid 
from cash accounts back to the Main-
tenance and Operations fund. In or-
der to address a shortfall in funding 
this year, the budget includes moving 
$9.6 million from the capital account 
to Maintenance and Operations, an 
increase of $5.4 million from the prior 
year, as well as closing Pima Elemen-
tary and Echo Canyon K-8 Schools 
which save approximately $1 million 
each.

All school districts across the state 
will receive approximately $5,216 

per student from the state for Mainte-
nance and Operations.

Other reasons for the need to push 
money from  cash accounts into the 
Maintenance and Operation account 
is a 2% across the board raise for dis-
trict employees and transferring some 
positions from cash accounts side of 
the ledger to the Maintenance and 
Operations account, according to  
Crosier.

The $9.6 is a signifi cant increase 
over last years push of approximately 
$4.2 million from capital accounts to 
Maintenance and Operation. 

That transfer amount from one-
time cash accounts to Maintenance 
and Operations should go down in 
future years as phase II of school clos-
ing and repurposing program picks up 
again in the 2027-28 school, Crosier 
said. . 

“The additional transfer there and 
making that higher, we know that 
right now, unless some things change 
and we bring down our spending with 
capital (accounts), we know that’s not 
sustainable,” Crosier said. “That be-
ing said, we know we are moving for-
ward to more multi-year approach to 
addressing schools and declining en-
rollment and full and thriving schools, 
so part of this is anticipated to be ad-
dressed with phase II and whatever 
happens with, I don’t know if phase 
III is the right word.”

The Maintenance and Operations 
account is where the funding for the 
district’s day to day operations comes 
from.

It makes up just over 48% of the 
budget, or roughly $199.9 million. 

To break that down even further, 
just more than $126 million goes to 
salaries, of which $77.2 million goes 
to teachers and other certifi ed em-
ployees.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

SUSD Board approves $398 million budget for 
school year 2026-27

Roughly $77.2 million of Scottsdale Unifi ed School District’s budget for school year 2026-27 will go 
toward salaries for teachers and other certifi ed staff . Overall, the budget was approved by the govern-
ing board at $398 million. (J. Graber/Independent Newsmedia)

Bentley Scottsdale Polo 
Championships are back with 
new activities and a 15th anni-
versary to celebrate.

International polo rivalries, a 
new Arizona wine tasting event, 
new rugby and sports bar ele-
ments, Burning Man-style night-
life, a Nashville-infused “Cow-

girl Couture” fashion show and 
a full day of luxury experiences 
will converge on the polo fi eld at 
WestWorld of Scottsdale, 16601 
N. Pima Road, this fall.

On Saturday, Nov. 7, the na-
tion’s most-attended polo event 
will deliver its biggest and most 
entertainment-packed edition 

yet, with three polo matches,
two fashion shows, luxury loung-
es, an on-site sports bar where
guests can catch college football
and an array of new experienc-
es set to draw one of its biggest
crowds to date.

Tickets start at $45 and are on
sale now at ThePoloParty.com.

Polo Party comes to WestWorld of Scottsdale

The Bentley Scottsdale Polo Championships returns for its 15th Anniversary at WestWorld of Arizona Nov. 7. (Courtesy Bentley Scottsdale 
Polo)

ENTERTAINMENT
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
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Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 7/31/26.
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BUY LOCAL 
AND SAVE

New Construction or Replacement Doors

Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM-1PM

4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018

602.508.0800 
 liwindow.com | ROC# 179513

Over 20+ years’ experience | Free Estimate | Save on energy costs

tices to help keep those numbers low, 
Sagovnovic said.

“It is a problem everywhere across 
the Valley,” he said. “We have re-
sponded to those type of incidents in 
the past but it wasn’t..anything ex-
cessive.”

Coff ee with a Cop is held on the 
fi rst Wednesday of every month, with 
each meeting focusing on a diff erent 
topic aff ecting the Paradise Valley 
community, Sagovnovic said.

“It provides an informal setting 
where residents can meet their local 
offi  cers; they have the opportunity 
to not just learn about these essential 
topics we try to provide them with 
but also for the opportunity to ask 

questions, discuss community con-
cerns (and) strengthen relationships
with the police department.”

The Coff ee with a Cop events are
an important part of the department’s
relationship with the community, Sa-
govnovic said.

“These conversations foster trust,
encourage collaboration and reinforce
our commitment to community with
our policing,” he said. “Programs like
Coff ee with a Cop allow us to con-
nect residents with subject matter ex-
perts and provide valuable informa-
tion to help aid safety throughout our
community.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Water Safety
• From page 12

Two Pups Wellness Fund is intro-
ducing its lifesaving “Project Get Out” 
program beyond state lines.

The Scottsdale-based nonprof-
it is working with Riverside County 
Department of Animal Services to 
establish a pilot program for Project 
Get Out in Southern California, made 
possible through a grant from the Jason 
Heigl Foundation, according to a press 
release.

The pilot begins in June to help dogs 
that have been in Riverside County 
Department of Animal Services’ care 
for 21 days or longer and transfer them 
to a dedicated rescue partner.

Two Pups Wellness Fund intro-
duced Project Get Out in Maricopa 
County in 2023 to directly address 
overcrowding in shelters and help 
move long-stay dogs into rescue place-
ments. The program grants fi nancial 
assistance directly to vetted rescue or-
ganizations taking dogs from the shel-
ters to provide needed care and fi nd 
them permanent homes. Two Pups 

Wellness Fund currently works with 
animal rescues throughout Arizona.

The expansion into Riverside 
County marks the fi rst time the prov-
en program will operate outside of the 
state, bringing the initiative to one of 
the nation’s largest shelter systems.

For more information, or to donate, 
visit twopups.org.

Two Pups Wellness Fund reaches 
across state lines

Buckaroo was the fi rst dog to benefi t from the
Scottsdale-based Two Pups Wellness Fund ex-
panding its help into Riverside County, Califor-
nia. (Courtesy Riverside County Department of 
Animal Services)
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By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

An exhibition about the history of 
athletic apparel brand Nike is coming 
to the Phoenix Arts Museum next 
year.

Jeremy Mikolajczak, the muse-
um’s director and CEO, announced 
the exhibition in a presentation to 
the Phoenix Economic Development 
and Arts Subcommittee in April, 
calling it “probably the biggest an-
nouncement coming forward” for the 
museum.

“Nike: Form Follows Motion” will 
run April 14, 2027 - Sept. 26, 2027, 
at the Phoenix Art Museum, 1625 N. 
Central Ave.

The exhibition was developed by 
the Vitra Design Museum in Weil am 

Rhein, Germany. Phoenix will be the 
fourth city on the globe to see the ex-
hibition. A er being displayed at that 
museum, the exhibition just fi nished 
a run in Madrid and will next be on 
display in New York before coming 
to Phoenix next year.

Glenn Adamson, curator of the ex-
hibition and curator-at-large for the 
Vitra Design Museum said in a video 
posted by the museum that the ex-
hibition’s name refers to both Nike’s 
scientifi c design of their shoes and 
their broader cultural impact.

“They are about speed, and so al-
ways thinking about the body and 
motion, body mechanics… However, 
it also has a double meaning because 
we’re interested in the way sport and 
design accelerate culture at large,” 
Adamson said in the video.

The exhibition looks at the ways 
Nike has historically engaged with 
issues of gender, ethnicity and tech-
nology.

“We’re really telling a very big sto-
ry about this very big company,” Ad-
amson said in the video.

Mikolajczak indicated the Phoe-
nix Art Museum would be looking 
to partner with local athletes and 
ownership of local teams for the ex-
hibition, “really merging and really 
thinking about how we expand the 
rich cultural community that we 
have,” Mikolajczak said.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 
committed to publishing a wide vari-
ety of reader opinions, as long as they 
meet our Civility Guidelines.

Nike exhibition coming to Phoenix Art Museum in 2027

“Nike: Form Follows Motion” will run April 14, 
2027 - Sept. 26, 2027, at the Phoenix Art Muse-
um. (Courtesy Vitra Design Museum)

Old Crow Medicine Show, Austin 
Williams join Arizona Financial 
Theatre stop

Three-time Grammy winner Darius 
Rucker hits the road this summer and is 
heading for Phoenix.

His 20-city Songs of Summer Tour will 
make a stop downtown at Arizona Finan-
cial Theatre on July 23. Old Crow Medicine 
Show and Austin Williams will join him.

“For me, it’s not summer if we’re not 
playing music outdoors,” Rucker shared in a 
press release. “When I think of the concerts 
I love attending, it’s the people, the hits and 
the hot summer air… there’s nothing that 
compares.”

Tickets go on sale starting at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, March 6 at DariusRucker.com. The 
Songs of Summer Tour will also off er diff er-
ent VIP packages.

Rucker also recently announced a one-

night-only Big Band Gala at Charleston’s 
Gaillard Center on April 7. The perfor-
mance off ers fans a rare opportunity to ex-
perience Rucker in an elevated, intimate 
concert setting backed by Robert Lewis and 
the Charleston Jazz Orchestra, conducted 
by Peter Graves.

Rucker fi rst achieved multi-platinum 
status as lead singer and rhythm guitarist of 
the Grammy-winning Hootie & the Blow-
fi sh, who have sold more than 25 million 
albums worldwide including their Double 
Diamond-certifi ed debut “Cracked Rear 
View,” which remains among the top 10 
best-selling studio albums of all time.

Since releasing his fi rst country album in 
2008, Rucker has earned a whole new le-
gion of fans with four No. 1 albums on the 
Billboard Country chart plus 10 No. 1 sin-
gles at country radio and 11 gold, platinum 
or multi-platinum certifi ed hits.

Rucker was inducted as a Grand Ole 
Opry member in 2012.

Darius Rucker bringing summer tour to Valley
LIVE MUSIC

Darius Rucker performs. (Photo by Christie Goodwin, provided by Live Nation)
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Paradise Valley’s

Premier Luxury Assisted Living Experience

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

Concierge-Style Living
and

Coordinated Care •  Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners
•  Mobile Dental Services
•  Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  Home Health Services

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.

Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Personalized Care  •  Concierge Services  •  Luxury Living  •  Peace of Mind  •  Discover the Difference 

Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact, 
coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure 
seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services 
directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:

•  Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement
•  Hospice Services
•  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
•  Salon Services

Check the websites for 
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com
LincolnRAL.com

CamelbackRAL.com

Exclusive Offers!

Schedule a private tour today! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson
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Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 623-972-6101

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

communication with a minor in me-
dia analysis. 

She said she’s enthusiastic about 
producing accurate yet engaging 
reporting to both inform and con-
nect readers. Her work emphasizes 
thoughtful storytelling, accountabil-
ity and people at the heart of every 
story.

In her spare time, Bowyer said 
she enjoys volunteering at Maricopa 
County Animal Care and Control, 
helping to care for the dogs by pro-
viding critical enrichment and time 

outside of their kennels. 
Bowyer’s hobbies include watch-

ing collegiate athletics and partici-
pating in 5Ks. She hopes to pick up
her gloves and get back in the gym to
practice Muay Thai once again. Par-
ticipating in adult gymnastics classes
is also on her bucket list.

In the meantime, you can look for 
her sports reporting across a variety
of Independent Newsmedia commu-
nities online at yourvalley.net and in 
print.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Sports
• From page 4

Homeless count numbers hold 
steady in Paradise Valley, 
across Maricopa County

COMMUNITY NEWS

Point-in-Time from Maricopa 
Association of Governments

The Maricopa County Association 
of Governments on May 18 released 
the results of the 2026 Point-in-Time 
Homelessness Count, which were 
nearly unchanged year over year.

In Paradise Valley, the unshelterd 
count from 2023 was two individuals. 
In 2024, 2025 and now in 2026, the 
number held steady at zero.

A similar trend has been seen 
across Maricopa County.

“Flat numbers in a growing region 
are themselves a meaningful sign,” a 
MAG release stated. “As the Mar-
icopa region’s population continues 
to climb, holding the overall count 
steady and reducing the unsheltered 
population demonstrates important 
progress.”

The changes from 2025 to 2026 
showed the total PIT count was 
down less than 1 percent, the unshel-

tered count dipped 12 percent, and 
the sheltered count rose 14 percent.

“The most encouraging part of this 
year’s count is that more people are 
sheltered,” Tim Burch, co-chair of 
the Maricopa Regional Continuum 
of Care and Tempe’s director of com-
munity health and human services.

“When someone is in shelter, 
they’re connected to services and 
case management, and that’s how 
people move out of homelessness. 
That’s the direction we want to keep 
moving.”

The PIT  is an annual street and 
shelter count that determines the 
number of people experiencing 
homelessness in Maricopa County 
at a given point in time. The count is 
part of a national eff ort to identify the 
extent of homelessness throughout 
the country.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as those meet our  Civility 
Guidelines.
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Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Free shipping will be applied to select package (SKU 82395). Minimum 
purchase of $99 per shipping address to qualify for free gift. 1 free gift per shipping address. The free gift does not apply to the 

purchase of Gift Cards, Certifi cates, Wine, Wine & Food Packs, Gift Baskets, Gourmet Salame, Caviar, and Custom Cuts. This offer 
cannot be combined with any other offer and is not valid on pending or prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply. Some 

products may not be available for sale in your area. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 09/30/26. Omaha Steaks, LLC  26M10301

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Classic3783
1.855.758.1301   

ONE BITE
AND YOU’LL KNOW

Butcher’s Classic Grill Collection
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4  Omaha Steaks Classic Burgers (6 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)

82395AXS   separately $205.95
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE     

$9999
O
UR

FAM
ILY PROMISE

YOU WILL LOVE
IT

100%
GUARANTEE

 GET 8
FREE
smash
BURGERS
on $99+ shipments

cades, she said.
“We just blew out the interior and 

reorganized the space and creat-
ed some very special spaces that we 
didn’t have before that are more cut-
ting-edge,” Worthington said. “This 
time we really gutted it.”

Guests now begin their spa expe-
rience before entering the building. 
A landscaped entrance lined with 
morning and a ernoon incense wel-
comes visitors before they step inside.

The lobby features a boutique, a 
wellness studio for small fi tness and 
wellness classes, calming music and 
an open design inspired by the natu-
ral colors of the Sonoran Desert.

The spa now includes 20 newly 
constructed treatment rooms, im-
mersive hydrotherapy experiences, 
infrared Cleopatra chairs, a signature 
Wellness Circuit  with hot steam, 
cold mist and a dry sauna, mind sync 
chairs to further relax a er treatments 
and multiple indoor and outdoor re-
laxation spaces designed for guests to 
enjoy throughout the day.

“That’s really what the spa at Cam-
elback Inn has always been known 

for; you don’t just go for a treatment
and leave,” said Tatum Luoma, pub-
lic relations representative for JW
Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn
Resort & Spa. “You go and spend the
entire day with all of this built in as
part of that experience.”

The redesign blends the resort’s
longstanding Southwestern identi-
ty with modern wellness amenities
guests have come to expect, Worth-
ington said.

“We’re so fortunate to have had
this location the whole time, which is
what everybody loves,” Worthington
said.

Worthington said the spa has be-
come a tradition for many Paradise
Valley families over the years and the
Camelback Inn is happy to welcome
the new generation.  

Young women who fi rst visited
with their mothers as children now
return to celebrate birthdays, moth-
ers day and other special occasions,
Worthington said.

“It’s been a legacy in the commu-
nity,” she said. 

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Camelback Inn
• From page 16

ment,” Lewis said. “That’s the ex-
perience I wanted to create through 
Riovie.”

The company’s philosophy is 
based on the idea that health is 
shaped by multiple interconnected 
factors rather than a single treatment 
or medication.

“When we understand that every-
thing is connected, we stop chasing 
quick fi xes and start building a stron-
ger foundation for lasting health,” 
Lewis said.

Riovie integrates educational re-
sources alongside its medical pro-
grams to help patients better un-
derstand their health and treatment
options.

“We don’t want their journey to
end with a prescription or a treatment
plan,” Lewis said. “We surround ev-
ery program with practical education
because we want people to under-
stand why they’re doing what they’re
doing.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Riovie
• From page 16
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Announcement Full Time Health Care

Hypnosis

Call for FREE Consultation 602.614.4471Callll fffororo FF

11260 N. Tatum Blvd.  #145 Phoenix, AZ 85028
ScottsdaleHypnosis.com

Role Model.Role Model.
Just Like Dad?Just Like Dad?

Over-Drinking?Over-Drinking?
Quit or Cut BackQuit or Cut Back

95% or Better Quit Rate95% or Better Quit Rate

Remodeling

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

623.972.6101

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

FOR READING 
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent 
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

call
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
623-972-6101
iniusa.org/classifieds

623-972-6101   iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia
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