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OUAZ senior Joel Parada practices on a 
game for an upcoming esports competition. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Noah Flug)

Esports levels up 
at OUAZ

Zimmerman helps team rise 
to new heights of game

playing
By Noah Flug

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It is story sports fan know well: A 
new coach inherits a struggling pro-
gram, raises expectations and starts 
winning. 

Think Vince Lombardi with the 
Green Bay Packers, Phil Jackson 
with the Chicago Bulls or Ted Las-
so for TV fans.

At Ottawa University-Arizona, 
Esports Program Manager Michael 
Zimmerman is living his own ver-
sion of that story.

When Zimmerman took over 
the program in 2023, students were 
receiving scholarships to play video 
games, but there was little structure 

• See OUAZ on page 23

• See Finances on page 19

Money raised 
varies in 
Surprise 

council race
By Jason Stone

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The three Surprise City Council 
candidates who ran unopposed in this 
year’s primary election all took diff er-
ent routes to get to the same spot.

In campaign fi nance reports released 
July 15, the three incumbent council 
members — Nick Haney (District 1), 
Jack Hastings (District 5) and Chris 
Judd (District 6) — carried vastly dif-
ferent campaign balances into the July 
21 primary.

Hastings fi nished the recent cycle 
with a war chest of $156,000, a massive 
sum for a city council election, espe-
cially one run unopposed.

Judd, meanwhile, had just under 
$14,000 in his balance and did not 
even receive or spend money in the last 
quarter.

Haney was in the middle, ending 
with a balance of a little more than 
$57,000.

Hastings raised $30,845 in the last 
quarter alone, which is a little more 
than double of Judd’s entire balance.
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602-402-4568

480-416-9474

www.TownCryers.com
Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568
Office: 623-977-1776

17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

the  TOWN CRYERS’the  TOWN CRYERS’’’

NOTE:
FOR MORE PHOTOS &

INFORMATION ON EACH
OF THE HOMES SCAN

THEIR RESPECTIVE
QR CODE

14165 W. White Rock Rd., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 7010367 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, L-Trial Ridge, L- White Rock Dr

Highly desired Aspen model duplex located in the Grandview GC 
area of Sun City West. Home has 1866 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath 

allows pets & rentals. Being sold furnished. Call today to view!

15357 W. Black Gold Ln., SUN CITY WEST  
MLS# 7002574 

$409,875

NEW 

LISTING

Highly sought after Prescott model. Home has1872 sq. 

is located just a block & half from SCW’s Desert Trails 

TUESDAY, JULY 28TH

10:00AM-NOON
14165 W. White Rock Rd.,

SUN CITY WEST  
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, 

L-Trial Ridge, L- White Rock Dr

$329,875

NEW 

LISTING

SATURDAY, JULY 25TH

10:00AM-NOON
22202 N. Cochise Ln.,

SUN CITY WEST  

been a successful seasonal rental & is being sold furnished. 

to SCW’s Pebblebrook GC pro shop. Call today to view!

12727 W. Copperstone Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7024624 
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Copperstone Dr. 

$244,875

SOLD

SUNDAY, JULY 26TH

10:00AM-NOON
15357 W. Black Gold Ln..,

SUN CITY WEST  

plan & a block wall fenced private backyard. New roof underlayment 

22202 N. Cochise Ln., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7051608 

$279,875

NEW 

LISTING

-

(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-

special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!

12635 W. Eveningside Dr , SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7040339 

$654,875

SALE 

PENDING

Call the “Town Cryers” 
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis 
of your home’s value & the details on how your 
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!

Call Today! ... 602-402-4568
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Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

  Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products • Valid at participating locations • Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV’s
Valid at participating locations • Most cars and light trucks • Shop supplies additional • Plus up to $6 disposal fee • Excludes Diesels • *Lube chassis where applicable 

Not valid with other offers • No cash value • See store for details • Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 8-15-26 • SUR-726

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

$2495 $5995

LUBE CHASSIS* • REPLACE FILTER • 22 POINT INSPECTION

OR

SURPRISE • 14023 W. GRAND AVE • 623-537-7911

SURPRISE • 16880 W. WADDELL RD • 623-975-4200

TOTAL AUTO CARE

WE SELL 
AND INSTALL 
GOLF TIRES

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic

(Eng Light On ) 

Brakes • Alignments 

Suspension & Steering

Batteries • Faulty Windows

All Routine Maintenance

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA • Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional • With coupon • Not valid with any other offer

Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 8-15-26 • SUR-726

$1995
A/C PERFORMANCE 

CHECK
We’ll thoroughly inspect your compressor, 

belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

BEAT THE HEAT!

Plus Freon, 
Evac & Recharge

LOCAL SHUTTLE SERVICE TO AND FROM HOME

On your purchase of 
$599 or more when you 
use your Big O Tires® 
and Service Credit Card. 
Valid 7/6/2026 – 10/11/2026

IN ADDITIONAL 
REBATE 
SAVINGS***

$100
*See redemption instruction handout for complete offer details. Offer expires 7/26/2026. Void where prohibited. MICHELIN® Visa® Reward Card is issued by the 
Bancorp Bank pursuant to a license from VISA USA Inc. and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. No cash access. The Bancorp Bank; Member 
FDIC. The Bancorp Bank does not endorse or sponsor and is not affiliated in any way with any product or service offered by MICHELIN®. MICHELIN® Visa® Virtual 
Account is issued by The Bancorp Bank pursuant to a license from Visa USA Inc. and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted online. No cash access. 
The Bancorp Bank; Member FDIC. The Bancorp Bank does not endorse or sponsor and is not affiliated in any way with any product or service offered by MICHELIN®. 
Copyright© 2026 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved.  **Additional retailer offer advertised within is independent from the manufacturer’s offer. Valid 
7/6/2026 – 7/26/2026. See store for details. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. Void where prohibited. This offer is valid with any form of payment.  
***Valid one time only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Duplicate offers will not be accepted. Maximum of $100. Minimum purchase required to redeem. 
See offer for full terms and conditions. Rebate Fulfillment Details: Prepaid cards are generally accepted, not available for recurring payments, expiration dates 
apply, fees apply to Mastercard®, use restrictions. Customer must apply for mail in rebate. See rebate form for terms and conditions. Valid 7/6/2026 – 10/11/2026. 

$200
GET $80 IN REBATE SAVINGS* via Visa Reward Card or Visa Virtual Prepaid Card* after online 
submission on a purchase of four (4) or more new Michelin passenger or light truck tires

+

+ Big O Tires will provide an additional $120 IN INSTANT

SAVINGS to the purchase** Valid 7/6/2026 – 7/26/2026

bigo Surprise 2026-Jul8.indd   1

B R I A RW O O D  C O U N T RY C L U B  ·  S U N  C I T Y  W E S T

I N T R O D U C I N G

The Standing
Tee Time.
N O V E M B E R  —  A P R I L  ·  1 3  G U A R A N T E E D
R O U N D S

Reserve your tee time once.
It's yours every other week,
all season long — no booking required.

W H A T ' S  I N C L U D E D

Save 15% at Swing First courses:
Coyote Lakes · Palmbrook · Union Hills · Scottsdale CC ·

San Tan Highlands

For more information visit briarwoodcc.netlify.app

M E M B E R S H I P  P R I C I N G

T E E  T I M E S E A S O N P E R  R O U N D

Early morning $849 / person $65 / round

Midday $999 / person $77 / round

Noon $899 / person $69 / round

Afternoon $799 / person $61 / round

Twosome or foursome · Cart included · 6.3% sales tax applies

A Standing Tee Membership is a brand new concept —

instead of booking a tee time each week and hoping for
availability, you own a recurring slot that is yours every

other week for the entire season. Same day, same time,
same group. No app, no lottery, no last-minute scramble.

You simply show up.

Guaranteed tee time — same slot, every other
week

Cart & trail fees included every round

Private dining & bar access, Nov through Apr

Free Swing First Card — $179 value
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Convergence performs
‘Mary Poppins’ at Surprise library

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Ballerinas performed a piqué and pir-
ouette in front of a packed room of fami-
lies while portraying the main characters 
in P.L. Travers’ story of “Mary Poppins” 
at the Surprise Regional Library, 16089 
N. Bullard Ave.

Members of the Convergence Ballet 
Company presented its dance renditions 
about the magical nanny June 29. 

The free, theatrical storytelling perfor-
mance and interactive ballet experience 
showcased excerpts from “Mary Pop-
pins,” while incorporating the musical’s 
soundtrack and dance.

Children and parents used their imag-
ination to follow along with the story as 
ballerinas engaged them through their 
dance routines, demonstrating how an 

east-blowing wind 
blew in Mary Pop-
pins, who floated 
down from the sky 
while clutching an 
open umbrella, and 
how she appeared 
before an ad was ever 
placed from a well-off 
couple, The Banks, 
to care for their way-

ward children, Jane and Michael.
“Can you make the sound of wind for 

me?” said Jennifer Cafarella Betts, Con-
vergence Ballet Company director, as she 
narrated and encouraged the audience to 
make gushing wind noises. 

“Just then, Jane and Michael heard a 
knock at the gate,” Cafarella Betts said.

Describing a bang when the nanny 
landed, she said the whole house shook.

“That’s how Jane and Michael came 
to meet Mary Poppins, their new nanny,” 
noted Cafarella Betts.

While narrating the “Mary Poppins” 
story, she was joined by the cast of pro-
fessional ballerinas, who played multiple 

roles. 
Maddie Coury, 25, of Mesa; Samantha 

Gray, 37, of Anthem; and Katelyn Beaul-
ieu, 20, of Phoenix, dressed in costumes to 
dance and demonstrate parts of the book. 

The audience participated in various 
parts of the performance, while the story 
revolved around Mary Poppins reforming 
a family, restoring values and her search-
ing for a fallen star.

“This is getting kids in the library and 
seeing the arts. Not everyone has a chance 

to see the ballet,” Coury said.
Also noting the benefits of children 

experiencing “the magic of storytelling, 
music and dance,” with the interactive 
ballet production, Cafarella Betts said she 
loves to see the children’s faces during the 
live dance performances while making its 
rounds to libraries valleywide.

“It was so neat. I thought it was won-
derful,” said Donna Meuse, whose 
7-year-old daughter, Olivia, also enjoyed 
the show.

Reagan, 7, and Kendall, 9, wore their 
tutus to the library for the Mary Poppins 
presentation by Convergence Ballet. 

They were with their mother Tara 
Hellmann, of Surprise, and grandmoth-
er, Denise Addington, who were proud to 
have three generations attending the spe-
cial production.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.org. 
Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 

them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

“This is getting kids in the library and 
seeing the arts.”

Maddie Coury
Mesa resident

Ballet dances to a classic

The Convergence Ballet performed “Mary Poppins” in 
Surprise in late June. (Independent Newsmedia/Delar-
ita Ford)

The Surprise Regional Library was the site of the Con-
vergence Ballet’s performance of “Mary Poppins” in 
late June. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 
What is your posi-
tion on this issue? 
Send comments to 
jstone@iniusa.org.

This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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Proposed Surprise ICE facility 
hardly a ‘concentration camp’

In response to Skip Porter’s 
letter, “Why I’m no longer spend-
ing money in nearby Surprise,” 
the letter contains this sentence: 
“I am disappointed that Surprise 
would host a concentration campb  
(the proposed regional U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
intake and processing facility that 
is coming to Surprise).”

Concentration camp? 
Really?
ThebNazis of Germany were 

trying to kill all Jews, who were 
living in Europe. 

When the Allies liberated these 
camps, those who had not yet died 

or been killed 
were emaciated 
from starvation 
and disease.

How can 
you compare 
an intake and 
processing fa-
cility to that? Is 
the government 

planning mass executions and 
starvation of those they’re holding 
for deportation? I think not.b

Incidentally, how could the 
leadership of Surprise stop the 
federal government?b

Secondly, Turning Point USA, 
founded by the late Charlie Kirk, 
who was assassinated for his be-
liefs, has no more influence than 
any of several leftist organizations, 
which also attempt to influence 
governmental agencies.b

Lastly, I am glad that we are 
still able to express ourselves 
openly. 

Taking your money elsewhere is 
a time-honored form of expression 
going all the way back to the late 
1700s in Colonial America. Good 

job for that, at least!
George Hilburn

SUN CITY WEST

Editor’s note: The term “concentration camp” 
is defined by dictionaries as a place where a 

large number of people are confined or detained 
without trial. According to Yad Yashem, the 

World Holocaust Remembrance Center, the Nazi 
regime operated several types of camps, including 

concentration, labor and hard labor camps, 
extermination camps, transit camps and prisoner 

of war camps. Submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters, or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.

org. We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet 

our Civility Guidelines.

There’s no room for human 
trafficking in Arizona

Every July 30, World Day 
Against Trafficking in Persons 
serves as a reminder that prevent-
ing human trafficking is a responsi-
bility shared by every community. 

While law enforcement plays 
a critical role, lasting prevention 
also depends on businesses, orga-
nizations and individuals working 
together to recognize the signs of 
exploitation, support survivors and 
make communities safer.

Across Arizona and the country, 
the hotel industry is working to 
ensure its properties are places of 
safety. 

Hotels are uniquely positioned 
to help recognize and prevent 
trafficking because hospitality em-
ployees interact with thousands of 
guests every day.

Rather than waiting to respond 
after exploitation occurs, the 

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarifi cation or confi r-
mation. We welcome your photo. 
All opinions must be no more than 
300 words. Those that are judged 
as personal attacks or complaints 
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more 
than two opinions for publication 
during a calendar month. Two sub-
missions in the same issue will not be 
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all 

factual errors. We off er a “right of 
reply” to the people about whom 
we write. Readers who disagree 
with a news story are welcome to 
respond with a letter.

More 
online
Read more 
opinions 
at YourValley
.net/surprise-
independent

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

• See Opinions on page 12 • See Speak Up on page 12

Speak Up
From Nextdoor & Facebook

`Here are some comments 
about stories happening in Sur-
prise:

Surprise ICE detention 
center not only one
delayed in US
“How many here were complaining 
when immigrations sweeps were being 
done under prior admins? I never saw 
any protestors then.” — Karla L.
“Basic human rights is a topic of discus-
sion and it shouldn’t be. I’m ashamed to 
call myself an American. America today 
is the exact opposite of what America re-
ally stands for.” — Mario A.
“There is no better country. Are we per-
fect? No. But you wouldn’t want to live 
anywhere else.” — Chy W.
“I’m curious: What does ICE have to do 
with the environment?” — Mel S.
“And part of the beauty of this country 
is you can have a diff erent opinion and 
still be American.” — Brenda C.M.
“Best country in the world. Love this 
country. We have laws for a reason. 
And laws must be enforced to keep it 
the greatest country on the planet.” — 
Victor S.

Popular chicken
restaurant coming to 
north Surprise
“It’s going to be in an area of Surprise 
that is nearly impossible to get to due 
to the heavy traffi  c, especially at dinner 
time.” — Kathy M.
“Chicken is chicken.” — Mark A.
“A sit-down restaurant or bar of some 
kind is needed.” — Tess K.
“I want them to build a Pita Jungle or 
White Castle.” — Jill V.
“Can’t have enough chicken places.” — 
Penny C.
“More garbage food.” — Jeff rey W.
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Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 • We Honor Most Extended Warranties
Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737

$2499
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

LUBE, OIL, FILTER ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Vans, trucks, Parts  and rear shims extra, if needed. 
Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

$8999
4-Wheel

2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!

• Engine Light Scan

• Fluids & 

Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

COMPLETE FLUID 
EXCHANGE PACKAGE

$27499

13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 
www.yourvalley.net

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTOSUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO
Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

AAA MEMBERS
GET 15% OFF LABOR

UP TO $150.00

TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00

$5999
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

FULL SYNTHETIC
LUBE, OIL, FILTER

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

BEAT 
THE 

HEAT!
S U M M E R  S P E C I A L

Plus sales tax. Up top 16OZ freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26.

Complete Digital & Saftey 
Inspection

Complete vehicle health check

A/C System Tune-Up
Restore cold, eff icient cooling

Cabin Air Filter/HVAC
Cleaner air, better airflow

Battery Test & Inspection
Check battery health & charging 

Full Coolant Exchange
Protect engine from overheating 

Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 8/31/26

LUBE OIL FILTER, TIRE 
ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, AIR 

& CABIN FILTER
Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 
or FULL Synthetic $149.99

Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. 
of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil.

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

$39999
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is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
480-944-4882.

  8  Magnolia Sage Psychiatry, a 
new psychiatric and mental health 
clinic in Surprise, is now taking 
patients. The offi  ce specializes 
in providing psychiatric care and 
medication management services for 
adults and older adults. 14239 W. 
Bell Road, Suite 203. 623-356-1560.

  9   Gold Medal Swim School
began its entry into the Surprise 
market when it broke ground June 8 
at an official city ceremony at 16517 
W. Cactus Road. The family-owned 
company based in Chandler has 
been providing swim instruction for 
swimmers of all ages and skill levels 
for nearly two decades. goldmedals-
wimschool.com/surprise.

NOW OPEN
  1  First Watch opened a second 
location in Surprise at 23350 N. 
163rd Ave., Suite 130. It features 
breakfast, brunch and lunch daily. 
480-923-8381. fi rstwatch.com/loca-
tions/asante-trail.

  2  Jimmy John’s opened its fourth 
location in Surprise at 23236 N. 
163rd Ave., Suite 120. It is the popu-
lar sandwich shop’s fi rst spot in north 
Surprise. locations.jimmyjohns.com/
az/surprise/sandwiches-4706.

  3  Tacos Chilango welcomed itself 
to the Surprise market this spring 
at 14420 W. Elm St., Suite 109. 
Previously, the Mexican restaurant 
only had West Valley locations in 
Avondale and Litchfi eld Park. 480-
275-7149. tacoschilango.com.

  4  J Crew Factory opened its fi rst 
Surprise location at 16390 W. Wad-
dell Road, Suite 100. The clothing 
store is in the Prasada North shop-
ping center. factory.jcrew.com.

Compiled by Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA   5  Sephora now has a freestanding 

store in Surprise at 16390 W. Wad-
dell Road, Suite 108. 480-618-1016. 
sephora.com.

  6  Men’s Wearhouse brought fash-
ion to Surprise when it opened last 
month at 16340 W. Waddell Road, 
Suite104. menswearhouse.com/
store-locator/2518.

  7 La-Z-Boy Furniture Store gave 
Surprise another furniture store a er 
years without one when it opened 
this spring. The store opened last 
month at 16350 W. Cactus Road. It 

MEDICAL

BUSINESS MOVES
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FIRST WATCH

#

Jomax Rd

Deer Valley Rd

Sun Valley Pkwy Bell Rd

Bell Rd

Waddel Rd

Cactus Rd

Peoria Rd

Sa
ri

va
l A

ve

Co
tt

on
 L

n

Re
em

s 
Rd

Bu
lla

rd
 A

ve
 

Li
tc

hfi
el

d 
Rd

 

D
ys

ar
t R

d 

RH Johnson

Goldwater R
idge

M
ee

ke
r

16
3r

d 
A

ve

303

60

MAP NOT TO SCALE N

1

3

4 5
6

7

2

8

9

GROUNDBREAKING



YourValley.net |  Surprise Independent  |  July 22, 2026  9

BUSINESS 
SPONSORS

Arizona Broadway 
Theatre 

Cardiac Solutions 
SCAN Health Plan
Sunland Plumbing      

& HVAC

Explore the most 
thrilling and 

extensive selection 
of products and services

Access essential health 
screenings

Connect with local and 
national vendors

Enjoy free samples & 
giveaways

Enter exciting door prize 
drawings

Plus, many more surprises
We’ll see you 

there!

Your 
Invitation 
to Wellness 

& Fun!

19116 N. Colonnade Way 
Surprise, AZ 85374

Located at

See what all the fun is about!
Tuesday, August 18, 2026

9:00am - Noon

d atL c tttde tLoLocLocatcateeeee

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

INDEPENDENT
SURPRISE
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Martin Romero, DMD
Se habla español

Schedule an 
appointment today!

623-999-1200

FREE
SONICARE®

TOOTHBRUSH*
TO ALL NEW 

PATIENTS

*For new patient visit including an oral exam, 
cleaning and x-rays. Federal and state health care 
program enrollees are not eligible. Call now and 
mention this offer when making your appointment. 
Must bring in ad to redeem. 
Some restrictions may apply.

Surprise

Dental care just 
down the street.

Art piece takes big ‘Bounce’ 
in international competition

A public art installation outside of 
Surprise Stadium is up for an award 
with three others in Arizona.

The stadium’s “Bounce” piece 
near the first-base gate and along 
Bullard Avenue is one of four in the 
state that was named a top 100 final-
ists for a CODAaward.

The honor is given to those who 
successfully integrate commissioned 
art into interior, architectural, or pub-
lic spaces. 

Public voting will last until Thurs-
day, July 30 at knowledge.codaworx.
com/codazine/codaawards-shines-
a-spotlight-on-top-100-public-art-
projects.

The 16-by-48-by-6-foot 
“Bounce” structure, which simulates 
a ball bouncing out of the park, was 
installed last year, along with its com-
panion “Swing” piece near the third-
base gate.

Other Arizona nominees are two 
separate Scottsdale projects — “Mol-
ecules” and “Long Wave”  — as well 
as one called “The Giving Tree” in 
south Phoenix.

The two artworks that receive the 
most votes will win a People’s Choice 
CODAaward. 

CODAworx is a creative online 
platform that connects artists, de sign-
ers and fabricators with municipali-

ties and developers who commission 
artwork. 

Its annual CODAawards is an in-
ternational competition.

Design categories include land-
scape, residential, health care, com-
mercial, institutional, liturgical, pub-
lic spaces, transportation, hospitality
and education.

Surprise shows off its artistic side to the world

“The Giving Tree” in south Phoenix is one of four 
Arizona art installations up for an international 
CODAaward. (Courtesy CODAworx)

Four Arizona art 
installations are 
up for an interna-
tional award, in-
cluding one called 
“Bounce” in Sur-
prise. (Courtesy 
CODAworx)

Scottsdale has a second piece of artwork, called “Long Wave,” that is up for a CODAaward. (Courtesy 
CODAworx)
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The Freedom To
Hear and Stay 
Independent.

Are You Experiencing:
• Difficulty hearing conversations with family and 

friends
• Missing important details during meetings or 

appointments
• Avoiding social gatherings because hearing feels 

exhausting
• Turning the TV volume up higher than others prefer
• Ringing, buzzing, or humming in your ears (tinnitus)
• Concerns about memory, focus, or mental sharpness

Visit:

HBCABookOffer.com

Call (520) 492-0724
hearingandbraincenters.com

Protect Your Independence Through Better Hearing and Brain Health

r com

Request your FREE 
copy of Dr. Darrow’s 

New Book,
Preventing Decline!

... do what I love. Without 
treating my hearing loss I 
fear I would have lost some 
freedom and independence to 
do what I love.”

– Anne Friis

Staying independent means staying connected to 
the people, places, and activities that matter most.
Untreated hearing loss can make everyday life 
more difficult and may increase the risk of social 
isolation, falls, cognitive decline, and dementia.
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industry has made prevention a 
priority by investing in employee 
education, strengthening report-
ing protocols and partnering with 
law enforcement, survivor advo-
cates and nonprofit organizations.

Front desk associates, house-
keepers, maintenance staff, 
restaurant employees, security 
officers, suppliers and managers 
all have opportunities to notice 
behaviors or situations that others 
may never see. 

Through specialized train-
ing, they learn how to recognize 
potential indicators of trafficking, 
respond in ways that prioritize 
safety, follow established report-
ing procedures and avoid actions 
that could place survivors or 
themselves at greater risk.

No single sign confirms traf-
ficking, but understanding in-

dicators such as coercion, fear, 
restricted movement or unusual 
guest activity helps employees 
recognize when something may be 
wrong and notify the appropriate 
authorities.

Since 2020, hospitality employ-
ees nationwide have completed 
more than 2.6 million anti-traf-
ficking trainings, underscoring the 
hotel industry’s commitment to 
guest and employee safety.

The hospitality industry is also 
investing in survivors through 
workforce development partner-
ships and the American Hotel & 
Lodging Association Foundation’s 
No Room for Trafficking Survivor 
Fund, which provides grants to 
community-based organizations 
focused on housing, economic 
stability, career development and 
other resources that help survivors 
rebuild their lives while reducing 
the risk of revictimization.

This work is making a dif-

ference, but preventing human 
trafficking cannot rest with one 
industry alone. 

Healthcare professionals, edu-
cators, transportation providers, 
businesses, community organi-
zations and residents all play an 
important role in recognizing 
exploitation, reporting concerns 
and helping survivors find safety, 
support and a path forward.

Exploitation thrives on silence 
and isolation. Prevention depends 
on awareness, partnership and 
people who are willing to act. 

Together, Arizona can continue 
building communities where traf-
fickers have fewer places to hide 
and survivors have more opportu-
nities to find help.

Kevin Carey
Kevin Carey is president and CEO of the 

American Hotel & Lodging Association 
Foundation, a Washington, D.C.-based 

nonprofit that trains hospitality employees 
to recognize, report and prevent human 

trafficking through its No Room for Trafficking 

initiative, and provides survivor support 
through its No Room for Trafficking Survivor 

Fund. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.

org. We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet 

our Civility Guidelines.

Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of Roofing

602-743-3175
THANKS FOR THE VOTES -

Best of Peoria!www.almeidaroofing.comwww.almeidaroofing.com
Licensed • Bonded • InsuredLicensed • Bonded • Insured • • ROC #215758 ROC #215758

FREE Roof Inspections

Opinions
• From page 6

Speak Up
• From page 6

“Surprise needs better food choices not 
more fast food locations. Just sayin’.” — 
June U.

Hamadeh labels protesters 
‘communists’ at GOP
meeting
“Does Abe know what communism is? I 
think not.” — Julie B.
“It’s obvious ‘communism’ polled well 
enough for the Republican Party to adopt 
it for their 2026 campaign season. Fear 
and anger. Campaign on something that 
will help the people for a change.” — Steve 
B.
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Must mention this offer at time of signing.

Call Today 623-977-4458

$500 OFF ANY
 PROJECT $5000 OR MORE

ROC 269037  |  Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Insured

www.PalmersandBeyond.com

623-977-4458
— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

SERVING 
THE VALLEY 

SINCE 
1974!

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE 
FOR HOME UPDATES 
INCLUDING: 

•Kitchens•Counter Tops 
•Bathrooms•Flooring
•Walk-in Showers •Painting
•Walk-in Tubs •Outdoor Living

“Advocates for YOUR  Home Improvement”

We stock the worlds best comfort shoes from size 5-16 - Narrow to XXXX Wide

Foot Solutions Surprise
14545 W Grand Ave #109, Surprise, AZ 85374

623-600-9000 • footsolutions.com/surprise

Soft &
Safety

Toes

Water/
Oil Slip

Resistant

Targhee Apex WP Targhee

$50 OFF
CUSTOM ORTHOTIC W/SHOE PURCHASE
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 8/30/2026.

10% OFF
ANY FULL PRICE PAIR OF SHOES

One coupon per person. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 8/30/2026.

XELERO X-GPS WRTarghee Apex Women

• See Golden on page 15

Event honors top volunteers, 
organizations in Surprise
The city of Surprise is seeking 

sponsors for the Surprise Area In-
terfaith and Golden Rule Commu-
nity Breakfast on Wednesday, Sept. 
16.

This community gathering serves 

as a celebration of the golden rule, 
a principle of treating others as one 
would want to be treated.

The celebration includes the 
fourth annual presentation of the 
Surprise Community Legend 
Awards. 

City needs sponsors for 
Golden Rule breakfast

George Van De Langeryt, left, accepts the Individual Legend award from Surprise Veterans, Disability 
and Human Services Commission Chair Steffan Hanzel at the Sept. 28, 2023, Interfaith Breakfast 
event at the Dysart Unified School District Offices. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)
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Valley Wide Remodelers You Can Depend On!

Home Concepts
Custom Remodelling

We’ll Beat Any Competitor’s Pricing Guaranteed!

480-629-5525
homeconceptscustomremodeling.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured • ROC #295792

Shower remodels • Tub-to-shower conversions • Walk-in tubs • Roll-in showers

U.S. 
MADE

Vallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWiiiiiiiiiiidddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeeee RRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmoooooooooooooooooooooddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeelllleeers Yo
Luxury BathLuxury Bath

is Your Only Choice for Remodelling
As your local Luxury Bath dealer, we offer fast, 

affordable, and lifetime-guaranteed bathroom remodelling 
solutions across the Phoenix area.

NO MONEY DOWN AND NO INTEREST  NO MONEY DOWN AND NO INTEREST 
FOR 12 TO 18 MONTHSFOR 12 TO 18 MONTHS  *OAC 

Various Surprise groups
awarded money for projects
The city of Surprise announced the 

recipients of the fiscal year 2027 Sur-
prise Arts and Culture Grant Program, 
which include a youth theater, a local 
band and area arts groups.

The program provides funding to 
support local arts and culture organiza-
tions, creative programming and com-
munity-based projects taking place in 
Surprise.

The Arts and Culture Grant Pro-
gram is designed to invest in work that 
brings people together, encourages cu-
riosity, preserves culture and heritage 
and expands access to arts and cultural 
experiences across the community.

Funding is awarded through two 
grant categories: arts operating sup-
port grants, which help strengthen or-
ganizational capacity, and arts project 
grants, which support specific pro-

grams, events or activities.
This year’s Surprise Arts operating 

support grant recipients are as follows:
• Actors PLAYground Theater 

Company: Recognized for its com-
mitment to providing engaging youth 
theater education and performances 
that inspire creativity, confidence and 
self-expression throughout the com-
munity.

• Honor Dance: Continues to ex-
pand opportunities for young people 
through accessible dance education 
and community programming that in-
spires creativity, discipline and connec-
tion.

• On Stage Now: Supports emerg-
ing artists and entertainers through ed-
ucation, mentorship and performance 
opportunities, helping strengthen the 
local arts community.

• Surprise POPS Band: Brings free, 

City dishes out arts and culture grants
Actors PLAYground 
was one of six re-
cipients of a city of 
Surprise Arts and 
Culture operating 
support grant. (In-
dependent Newsme-
dia/Jason Stone)

• See Grants on page 17
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
623-229-6576

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

In house fi nancing available for larger treatment plans

Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry. 
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist! 

We are open for all of your dental 
emergencies during these trying times!

FULL TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO 

ASSIST YOU IN GETTING MAXIMUM 

REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE.

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional 
prices.  We’ll also replace missing teeth with bridges and 
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confi dent smile you 
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!
Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat 
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back 
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

www.azcrowncenter.com • 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 • Surprise, AZ 85374

Of Honest, Dependable 
Service. 

We stand behind our work.

WEED CONTROL

623.977.2100
12040 N. 111th Avenue • Youngtown, AZ |WWW.GENERALX.COM

Pre-emergent ApplicationPre-emergent Application
Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)

Expires 8-30-26
$145

PEST • TERMITE • WEEDS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATEVISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

57 Years
SERVICE IS OUR SALESMANSERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

Golden
• From page 13 IF YOU GO

What: Surprise Area Interfaith and 
Golden Rule Community Breakfast
When: 8 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16
Where: Dysart Schools District 
Office Governing Board Room, 
15802 N. Parkview Place
Information: 623-222-1647, 
or katrina.stombaugh@surpriseaz.
gov

The Surprise Veterans, Disabil-
ity and Human Services Commis-
sion created the award program 
to honor winners of the following 
awards: Individual Legend, Out-
standing Youth, Volunteer of the 
Year and Organization of the Year. 

Sponsorship opportunities for 
organizations that would like to 
partner with the city to support 
this event are available through 
July 31.

The Arizona Interfaith Move-
ment has designated Surprise a 
Golden Rule Community since 
2017. 

This event is made to foster col-
laboration and dialogue between 
city, faith, business and nonprofit 
leaders.

This year’s breakfast will be at 
the Dysart Schools District Office 

in the Governing Board Room 
at 15802 N. Parkview Place.
The celebration starts at 8 a.m. 
with breakfast and networking, 
followed by a program at 8:30 
a.m.

For details on sponsorship op-
portunities, contact Katrina Stom-
baugh at 623-222-1647 or Katri-
na.Stombaugh@surpriseaz.gov.
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YOUR
HOME
NEEDS AN UPGRADE

We’re here for you.

(623) 214-3599 TINTASGRANITE.COM
13410 W FOXFIRE DR | SURPRISE, AZ 85378

CABINETSFLOORS BACKSPLASHSHOWERS

City pool to host state long 
course championship

Oasis Swim Center is hosting its 
first AZ Swimming Long Course 
Age Group Championships this 
week.

Competitive swimmers from 
across Arizona will visit Surprise for 
a multi-day event from July 23-26. 

This competition will be the 
city’s first chance to highlight the 
amenities of Surprise’s swim center. 

To accommodate the champi-
onship, public open swim at Oasis 
Swim Center will not be available 
those four days. 

All regularly scheduled swim 
lessons will continue as planned. 

Those traveling in the area 
should expect increased traffic and 
limited parking in and around the 
facility throughout the event.

Fast food chicken spot 
to open in north Surprise

Zaxbys is looking poised to 
enter the Surprise market, giving 
residents another spot for chicken 
options.

The restaurant chain asked for 
a conditional use permit from the 
Surprise Planning and Zoning 
Commission for a drive-thru facility 
on the southeast corner of 163rd 
Avenue and Pinnacle Peak Road on 
July 16.

Zaxbys has hundreds of locations 
across 30 states but only one other 
spot in Arizona. Queen Creek cur-
rently has the only one.

The master developer asked for 
permission to build a 2,112-square-
foot restaurant with double drive-
thru lanes that can hold up to 17 
cars.

About 19 parking spots will be 
provided, and the developer is con-
structing Planada Lane to the south 
of Pinnacle Peak so motorists can 
reach it from 163rd Avenue.

The restaurant is planned for 
property that Surprise annexed in 
November 2024. 

A month aer that, the council 
approved rezoning the land from 
rural residential to community 
commercial.

Artists wanted to create art 
at police substation

Professional artists and artist 
teams are invited to apply for a 
major public art commission at the 
future police substation at 163rd 
Avenue and San Ysidro Road.

Finalists will receive a $1,500 
honorarium plus travel and lodging, 

and the selected artist will receive a 
contract of approximately $165,000 
for design, fabrication and installa-
tion.

The 32,000-square-foot police 
substation is expected to open in fall 
2027.

Applications are due Monday, 
Aug. 31 at surprisearts.com/oppor-
tunities/artist-calls.

Local student graduates 
magna cum laude in Iowa

A student from Surprise was 
among the spring graduates at Lo-
ras College in Dubuque, Iowa.

Abby O’Connor graduated mag-
na cum laude with a bachelor’s of 
science in kinesiology.

O’Connor is also a graduate of 
Shadow Ridge High School in 
Surprise.

BRIEFS
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High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED • LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro Jetting • Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections • Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

$$37 DRAIN  37 DRAIN UNCLOG UNCLOGSPECIAL!SPECIAL!

37
2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE*

FREE
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$ 15 SENIOR &
MILITARY

DISCOUNT*
%

UP TO

623-214-7898
13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375

www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

Visit Our Visit Our 
New Location New Location 

Next To Next To 
SafewaySafeway

FREE X-RAY &
IMPLANT CONSULT
Call Now 623-214-7898

New
Location!

Implant Expert 30+ Years
• General & Cosmetic    

Dentistry
• Do You Want To Save    

Your Teeth? We Can Help
• Full Mouth Rehab
• Denture/Partial Repair 

And Reline While You Wait 
• Lab On Site 
• We Will Meet Or Beat

Any Price In Our Area

Grants
• From page 14

ARTS AND CULTURE 
OPERATING SUPPORT 

GRANT RECIPIENTS
• Actors PLAYground
• Honor Dance
• On Stage Now
• Surprise POPS Band
• West Valley Arts Council
• WHAM Art Association

ARTS AND CULTURE 
PROJECT 

GRANT RECIPIENTS
• Dysart Unified School District
• First Friday Surprise

high-quality musical performances to 
audiences of all ages, helping make the 
arts accessible and enjoyable for the 
broader community.

• West Valley Arts Council: Con-
tinues to support artists, organizations 
and arts education while enriching the 
cultural life of Surprise and the West 
Valley.

• WHAM Art Association: Creates 
opportunities for artists of all ages and 
abilities, fostering creativity, collabora-
tion and community through the visual 
arts.

The Surprise Arts project grant re-
cipients are as follows:

• Dysart Unified School District: 
The district will receive support for 
the Dysart Festival of Arts, a commu-
nity celebration of student creativity 
through visual and performing arts.

• First Friday Surprise: First Fri-
day Surprise will continue its monthly 
events celebrating local artists, makers 

and nonprofits while creating welcom-
ing spaces where creativity and com-
munity come together.

Visit SurpriseArts.com.
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13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org • 623-584-0350

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am 
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com • 623-546-6228

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm • Sunday 9:00am

Online at colchurch.com/services

LCMS

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611 
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

Come & enjoy our worship
service with pianists

Rong Lucceshi & Rory Dowes
Pastor Greg Emery

July 26, 2026

Faith& Values

Efficient nozzles, turf removal 
among reimbursed options
The city of Surprise is offering five 

rebate opportunities to help residents 
save water and money.

The Water Conservation Rebate 
Program, which is available through 
June 1, 2027, includes rebates for a 
variety of water-efficient improve-
ments, including a new rebate option 
introduced this year.

Eligible Surprise residents can take 
advantage of the following programs:

Residential, HOA, multifamily 
and commercial property owners can 
apply for a rebate of up to $1,250 to 
install qualifying high-efficiency irri-
gation rotary nozzles that help reduce 
outdoor water use.

Eligible single-family residential 
properties within Surprise can receive 
reimbursement of the actual purchase 
price, up to $5 per qualifying nozzle, 
for a maximum rebate of $200. HOA, 
multifamily and commercial prop-
erties can receive reimbursement of 
the actual purchase price, up to $5 
per qualifying nozzle, for up to 250 
nozzles.

Applications must be submitted by 
June 1, 2027.

Residents who purchase and install 

a WaterSense-labeled irrigation con-
troller may be eligible for the cost of 
the controller, up to $125, excluding 
installation/labor, shipping, tax, etc. 
Residential, homeowner associations, 
schools, multifamily and commercial 
properties are eligible to apply.

Applications must be received by 
May 15, 2027, and irrigation con-
troller installation must be completed 
and the city must inspect them by 
June 1, 2027, to receive the rebate.

Review the rebate program re-
quirements and access the applica-
tion at surpriseaz.gov/WaterConser-
vation.

Receive a $400 rebate for install-

ing a low-water-use landscape on 
eligible properties — those that are 
new, single-family residential homes 
purchased and built within the past 
two years of the date of application. 
All plants used in the landscape de-
sign must be listed on the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources 
plant list.

Applications must be received by 
May 1, 2027, and xeriscape land-
scape installation must occur by June 
1, 2027.

Residents with eligible single-fam-
ily residential properties can apply 
for a rebate to receive $2 per square 
foot of turf removed, for up to 1,000 

square feet or $2,000. To apply, par-
ticipants must contact the city’s Wa-
ter Conservation Office and receive 
pre-eligibility approval prior to com-
pleting the application.

The application deadline is May 
1, 2027. Projects must be completed 
and the city notified by June 1, 2027, 
to receive the rebate.

Eligible HOA, multifamily and 
commercial property owners can 
apply for a rebate to receive $2 per 
square foot of turf removed, for up 
to 6,000 square feet – a maximum of 
$12,000. To apply, participants must 
contact the city’s Water Conserva-
tion Office and receive pre-eligibility 
approval prior to completing the ap-
plication.

The application deadline is May 
1, 2027, and no new applications will 
be processed following this date. Pro-
jects must be completed and the city 
notified by June 1, 2027, to receive 
the rebate.

All water rebate programs are ad-
ministered on a first-received, first-
served basis until the application 
deadline or fund depletion, whichev-
er occurs first.

Visit surpriseaz.gov/WaterCon-
servation.

Residents offered water rebates for improvements

The city of Surprise is offering five rebate opportunities to help residents save water and money. (Cour-
tesy Metro Creative Connection)
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13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

12 MONTH NO INTEREST
FINANCING AVAILABLE 623-979-5855Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Your full service
fl ooring store.

Proudly Serving
THE WEST VALLEY

for over 225555 YEARS
““WWWWee sseervvvvicce wwhhaaat wwwee seellll!”””

Carpet, Tile, Furniture 
and Area Rug Cleaning

222000%%% OOOOFFFFFF
Carpet Cleaning, 

Tile and Grout Cleaning for life 

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS

ON SALE

70 oz Nylon Carpet
Now on Sale

Starting at
$5.99SF installed

Waterproof
Vinyl

Flooring
Starting at

$6.89
SF installed

*Trim pieces not included.

LIC #150139

Once You’re Here, You’re Home

Call today to schedule a tour! 623.584.1999 

SolsticeAtSunCityWest.com 
18626 N Spanish Garden Drive 
Sun City West, AZ 85375

When you choose Solstice at Sun City West, you’re choosing to have the 
health and wellness support you desire as well as the diverse programming 
and vibrant lifestyle you deserve.

©2026 Provincial Senior Living. All rights reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or 
withdrawal without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and operated by Provincial Senior Living.

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT. 

PLAN
WHAT COMES NEXT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney

& Health Care Directives
• Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds

• Retirement Income Planning
• Insurance & Annuities

•  Roth Conversions

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

Notable big donations in the last 
quarter included $5,000 gi s from 
Chas Roberts CEO Roberta Shank, 
Dan O’Leary, of Scottsdale, and Garth 
Wieger, of Phoenix. Those three also 
gave similar donations to Haney.

Rick and Rico West and Scott Phil-
lips, all of Carefree Partners, the fi rm 
developing the City Center, all donat-
ed to both candidates as well.

Notable donations to Hastings in the 
quarter included $2,500 more from de-
veloper Kent Xander, who had already 
given $2,000.

Joshua Isner, president of Scotts-
dale-based Axon, the inventor of the 
Taser, gave Hastings $1,000.

Hastings also dispersed about 
$32,000 this election cycle, mostly on 
the signs that are plastered at intersec-
tions all across the city. Hastings spent 
more than $30,000 this cycle on signs 

and supplies.
The council member, who is run-

ning for election unopposed for the 
second straight cycle, also contributed 
$16,000 to his own campaign for a spot 
on the Maricopa County Communi-
ty College District governing board. 
If elected, it is a volunteer position he 
plans to serve on simultaneously to the 
council seat.

Haney, a fi refi ghter paramedic, got 
his big catch with a $6,750 donation 
from the United Phoenix Firefi ghters 
Association.

Meanwhile, his biggest expense was 
$1,500 for campaign website design.

Judd had no supplemental reports 
this quarter since he did not receive or 
spend money.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@
iniusa.org. Submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to AzO-
pinions@iniusa.org. We are committed 
to publishing a wide variety of reader 
opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Finances
• From page 1
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Announcement Full Time Part Time
Auto Parts Counter
 Help, Part Time, for
 Auto Engine Shop.
 Chevy and Ford
 Performance. Must
 have Parts experience,
 computer knowledge,
 good customer service
 skills. Order and stock
 parts, greet walk-ins
 at counter, assist with
 phones and Tech calls,
 reliable.
 Email resume to:
 acct.phxengine@
 gmail.com or
 Call Christine
 602-866-8044.

Guns/Supplies
BUYING & 

SELLING GOLD, 
GUNS, AMMO, & 
RELOADING 
SUPPLIES. 

Will buy one gun or 
whole collection.
Licensed dealer. 

Best prices around.
Allen

602-918-1999
623-875-4565

Pets/Supplies
Ireland is a beautiful 3-year-old orange tabby girl with a gentle heart that’s just waiting for the right person to 
discover it. After coming to us from a hoarding situation, she’s still learning that people can be kind and that home 
can be a safe place. Because of this, Ireland is naturally shy and will need a patient family willing to let her settle 
in at her own pace. While she may not be a lap cat or enjoy being held, Ireland has her own sweet way of showing 
trust. If you move slowly, she’ll happily lean into gentle cheek scratches and soft pets along the side of her face. 
She also has a playful side and loves chasing toys, especially when she feels comfortable in her surroundings. 

Ireland gets along well with other cats, so she would likely enjoy a 
calm home with a friendly feline companion. With time, patience, and 
understanding, this quiet girl will reward her family with the special 
bond that comes from earning the trust of a cat who has overcome 
so much. Come and meet her at the Peoria Shelter,10807 N 96th Ave, 
Peoria or call 623-773-2246. Additional cats at PetSmart, 13764 W 
Bell Rd, Surprise at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85374.

Houses- Rent Houses- Rent

Automobiles

Autos Wanted Golf Cars

$CASH$
$CASH$

$$ CASH $$
For Your

Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

Buying Running & 
Non Running 

Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

Golf Cars

Appliance

Clean Windows

Excellent 
Window
Cleaning 

&
SUNSCREENS

Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve 
623-341-8197 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888.665.3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

GOT STUFF?
DO A GARAGE SALE! 
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Call 
888-665-3848

YARD
SALE?
iniusa.org/classifieds

To drive traffic there!
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds
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Campers/RVs AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your A/C Schedule Your A/C Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 

ON NEW INSTALLATION 
AND FOR ALL VETS

WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!
$7500 Installation Special

Cleaning

HOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTSHOUSES • OFFICES • APARTMENTS
Monthly • Bi-Weekly • One TimeMonthly • Bi-Weekly • One Time

References AvailableReferences Available

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
623-261-6360623-261-6360

ANNA’SANNA’S
HOUSEKEEPINGHOUSEKEEPING LL

C
LL

C

Julie’s
Senior Care & 

Cleaning Services
Low Rates

Free Estimates

Call for

Monthly Special
starting at $85

Same Day Cleaning
Same Day Care

623-523-2575
Clean Windows

             Brighten
            Up

            Your Day!
Reasonable
Dependable

Screens & Tracks
Cleaned at

No Extra Cost
References Available
FREE ESTIMATES

FABOREO
WINDOW
CLEANING

(602)252-6499

WINDOW CLEANING

Computers

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440
Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical
SUPERCHARGED

ELECTRIC
FREE

ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL

  Indoor/Outdoor 
      Lighting
  Appliance Circuits
  Panel Upgrades
  Ceiling Fans
  Troubleshooting/
  Inspection Repairs
  Remodels/Additions
(623)546-7714
www.superchargedelectric.com
Family- Owned & Operated
LICENSED ROC# 181530 BONDED  INSURED

Floor Coverings

ESP Floor Covering LLC
Tile
Hardwood
Laminates
LVT & LVP
Carpet

Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s

Serving ALL the 
Sun Cities

Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier

623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured  ROC# 275244

 

FLOORS  MOREA
N

D

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES LLC

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs

 Luxury Vinyl Plank
 Laminate Carpet
 Vinyl Baseboards

623-824-3472623-824-3472
John Brunetti

35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded

ROC 313488

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Garage Doors

Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE

Estimates
623-780-2687

ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC

Garage Door
Springs

Replaced
Licensed  Bonded  Insured

New Doors & Openers
 Service 
 Installations  Repairs

(623)853-3311
ROC #336907

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC
5” & 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS  & 

LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
Ask 

About Our 
Senior & 
Military 

Discounts

Office: 602-675-0949 
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Handyman

C O N S T R UC T I O N

All Aspects of Home 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

• LVP & Laminate 
   Flooring Installation
• Plumbing & Electrical
• Custom Crown Molding 
   & Baseboards
• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

ROC 221600 • Licensed/Bonded

623-466-3683

Cell phone users please include 
the area code when dialing 

Health Care

Junk Removal

3R JUNK 
REMOVAL

 Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small 
Schedule Us 

Call
623.698.1438

Or Online
 3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier

Junk Removal Co

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Moving/Hauling

Al’s IN or OUT
MOVING
Haul Away

Unwanted Clutter
Starting @ $50

Call
623-221-7454
Referrals Available
Local Mover

To Sell Your Items call:
888-665-3848

 iniusa.org/classifieds

Get
Organized 

Sell unwanted 
items at your next

 yard sale!

888-665-3848
�������	�
�����



iniusa.org/classifieds

HIRING?
Find the RIGHT Fit
To advertise call
888-665-3848
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Landscaping

LIBRA
LANDSCAPING & 

HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY

Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming

Pavers
Artifi cial Grass Installation,

Rock Scaping & More
FREE Estimates & Low Prices
602-762-4766 Juan 

602-301-8194 Libra

NATURE’S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience

For all your
Landscape needs.

Lic # K21-153033

15% OFF 
  with ad

Jeff-
602.377.3755
 naturesbestlandscape

services.com

WAYNE’S 
LANDSCAPING

Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service

Deep Root Fertilizing

Complete Landscaping

SUMMER
SPECIAL

10% Discount 
With Ad

623-877-2902
ROC 153581

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Moving/Hauling
SUN CITIESSUN CITIES

FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
 Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

 Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

 Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

 Full Service MovingFull Service Moving

 Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

Painting

• Interior/Exterior
• Cabinet Repaints/
   Stains
• Drywall Repairs
• Cool Deck Repaints
• PORA Members
(623) 975-1871
daniel@dzpaint.com

www.dzpaint.com
Roc #240852

Patio Covers

 
• Patio Covers & Lattices
• Roll-up Shades
• Sunscreens

• Seamless Rain Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES! 

CUSACK
BUILDERS
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

ROC #317804

602·469·6810
30+ Yrs. Experience

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets
• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed
Bonded 
Insured •BBB 
Roc# 272507

Plumbing

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service! 
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro 
Jetting • Roto Rooter • Camera Inspections 

Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

37 ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

$37 DRAIN Unclog Special!

Remodeling Roofi ng

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

Roofi ng

~Tile ~Shingle
~Foam ~Flat
Tile/ Leak Repair

Complete
Re-Roofing

Roof Maintenance &
Inspections

Waterproof Coatings
PORA/Member

            + Years
Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Residential
Commercial

Call Today
623-878-9832

Tree Removal
BENNETT

TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree

Care

*Trimming
*Removals

*Stump Grinding
Fully Insured

FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Public Notice

iniusa.org/classifieds
just a click away

Auto Classified Ads 

starting at Only $20 
Add an image for just $5 more!

Place 
your ad 

by phone 
or online 

today.
Print & Online 

888.665.3848  |  iniusa.org/classifieds

Spark More Interest  
in Your Used Car!

 To Advertise 
CALL

888-665-3848
YourValley.net

GET
 OUT

THERE
NOW!

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

In Print & Online
• merchandise  • services
• jobs  • homes • vehicles  • & more

Buy or Sell
in the Classifieds
All Types of 
Classified Ads

Call or Go Online to Place an Ad:
888.665.3848
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Roofi ng
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Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

ROC #324307
����������	�

• Residential - Commercial
• Roof Replacement & Repair
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
 TPO Roofing

Public Notice

CITY OF SURPRISE PUBLIC NOTICE 
Take notice that at the dates, times, and place listed below, the City of Surprise Planning and Zoning 
Commission & City Council will hold Public Hearings relating to a city-initiated proposed Zone Text 
Amendment to the Land Development Ordinances (LDO) to establish a new Battery (B) overlay zoning 
district related to Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) and create use-specific development 
standards. Case#FS23-1041 

Please contact: Chris Sexton; 623-222-3134 or at christina.sexton@surpriseaz.gov for more 
information regarding this request. 

MEETING DETAILS 
Planning and Zoning Commission City Council 

DATE: Thursday, August 06, 2026 DATE: Tuesday, September 01, 2026 
TIME: 6:00 PM TIME: 6:00 PM 

LOCATION: Surprise City Hall LOCATION: Surprise City Hall 
 16000 N. Civic Center Plaza  16000 N. Civic Center Plaza 
 Surprise, AZ, 85374  Surprise, AZ, 85374 

The City of Surprise streams and broadcasts its City Council meetings. Watch live on Cox channel 11, 
www.surpriseaz.gov/surprisetv, or the Surprise City Gov Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/cityofsurprise. At these meetings, any member of the public may appear and be 
heard relative to this request or may submit written comments at any time prior to the Public Hearing. To 
submit email comments, including Call to the Public for non-agenda items for Planning & Zoning 
Commission meetings, please email pandzcomments@surpriseaz.gov prior to the start of the meeting. 
Individuals wishing to address the City Council on this item, please submit a Public Comment Form 
online at https://surpriseaz.gov/480/Council-Meeting-Public-Comment-Form or in-person with a paper 
form located at the entrance of the Council Chambers. Please check the agenda for exact start times. 
Only comments received prior to the start of the meeting will be considered and included in the record. 
Any interested party may obtain an agenda 24 hours prior to the Public Hearing at the Surprise City Hall. 
Please note that this item will be placed on the next available agenda should the meeting be canceled or 
quorum be lost. 

Publish: Phoenix Independent, July 17, Surprise Independent, July 22, 2026/45818_1

and virtually no organized competi-
tion. Students were forced to organize 
themselves, and If they wanted to com-
pete, they had to fi nd tournaments on 
their own.

“I wouldn’t say anyone was com-
peting to be honest,” senior Joel Para-
da said of the program before Zim-
merman arrived.

But OUAZ teams today regularly 
compete in collegiate leagues, make 
playoff  appearances and are building a 
reputation as a rising program. 

Zimmerman, who came to OUAZ 
with an athletic director background, 
said the university wanted the pro-
gram to become more competitive. He 
approached esports like any tradition-
al sport, creating a structured practice 
environment.

The fi rst year focused on introduc-
ing the new philosophy to the stu-
dents. By the second year, expecta-
tions increased.

“We’re practicing now. We’re com-
peting now. You have to be at practice. 
You have to be at your matches,” Zim-
merman said.

Parada said players welcomed the 
change.

“The second year is when we kind 
of kicked it off ,” Parada said. “I feel 
like everyone kind of liked it because 
it was like, ‘Whoa, we’re actually 
learning all this stuff  now.’”

That structure now resembles what 
athletes experience in more traditional 
sports. Players spend eight to 10 hours 
each week practicing. Teams review 
game fi lm, scrimmage against other 
colleges and work with specialized 
coaches who break down strategy.

“The amount of detail that goes into 
a Call of Duty coaching map session is 
unbelievable,” Zimmerman said.

The additional preparation has 
translated into results.

OUAZ’s Super Smash Bros. team 
earned a third-place fi nish it its fi rst 
tournament, while the Call of Duty 
and Overwatch teams have each qual-
ifi ed for postseason play. The pro-
gram’s deepest playoff  run reached the 
semifi nals.

Zimmerman said the team’s fi rst 
Call of Duty playoff  victory remains 
one of his proudest moments.

“It gave me more confi dence as the 
program manager,” he said. “I’m do-
ing this right. I’m putting together a 
team that can win games.”

As esports continues to grow at 
high schools and colleges across the 
country, Zimmerman hopes more 
people begin viewing it as more than 
entertainment.

“I think people should realize that 
it’s not just a form of entertainment 
anymore,” he said. “You can compete 
and try to be the best at it.”

For Zimmerman, that’s exactly 
what Ottawa University’s esports pro-
gram is doing.

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed 

to publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

FROM THE COVER
OUAZ
• From page 1

OUAZ esports has grown under the leadership of 
Michael Zimmerman, who joined in 2023 as the 
university’s esports program manager. (Inde-
pendent Newsmedia/Noah Flug)
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%
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Plus
Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 7/31/26.
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