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INDEPENDENT
Glendale

Sports
Deer Valley 
football pushes 
for win in 
playoffs; 14

Community
Baker, Goreé 
expected to win 
city council 
election; 4

Glendale teen 
starts nonprofit, 

takes fight to SIDS
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

On July 23 Kenna Wasson’s nonprofit Candles in the 
Dark took a major step.

The North Glendale resident’s organization focused on 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome prevention and safe sleep 
for infants provided free safe infant sleep sacks to Phoe-
nix Children’s Hospital’s campuses, including the one in 
Glendale. The sacks include a pamphlet on her organiza-
tion and the golden rules of safe sleep. 

Kenna Wasson is a 14-year-old about to start her soph-
omore year at BASIS Peoria.

“Having that milestone makes it feel so much bigger,” 
Wasson said.

It is more than a tale of a young do-gooder going above 
and beyond to give back to the community. 

This is personal, for Kenna and her 
parents, Krystal Hicks-Wasson and 
Alexis Wasson.

As a result of efforts by the In-
stitute and other organizations, the 
sudden infant death rate is at an all-
time low, according to the Ameri-
can SIDS Institute. However, about 
3,500 sleep-related infant deaths oc-

cur each year in the United States.
“As much as we know about it, 

there’s still is a real lack of research 
for what really is the root cause. We 
still don’t know, in terms of having 
more than some rough guidelines,” 
Hicks-Wasson said. 

“There isn’t a lot of information 
for families. And a lot of people still 

think it’s okay to co-sleep with the 
baby — they may not say it out loud 
but they still are thinking that.”

The mystery syndrome exacted 
a terrible toll on the family, killing 
Kenna’s two older siblings.

Kalinda Hicks was three months 
old when she died in April 2004 in 

GIVING BACK

Alexis Watson, left, his daughter, Kenna, and wife, Krystal Hicks-Wasson smile 
July 17 outside Haus Murphy restaurant in downtown Glendale. Kenna, 14, is 
the founder of a Sudden Infant Death Syndrome awareness and prevention 
charity. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Deer Valley  
enrollment  
continues  

to dip
2027 budget process 

wraps up
By Steve Stockmar

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With voters having restored the 
15% maintenance and override ini-
tiative last year, Deer Valley Unified 
School District looks to have more 
money to work with as the fiscal year 
27 district budget wrapped up.

In 2025 the district had to trim 
$11 million from its budget as a re-
sult of the override — which was 
authorized in 2019 — sunsetting its 
funding in 2025. That $11 million 
loss amounted to cutting almost 50 
staff positions and also raised fees for 
extracurricular activities.

The district’s FY27 budget, ad-
opted in July, authorizes up to ap-
proximately $285.4 million for M&O 
spending and includes approximately 

SCHOOLS

• See DVUSD on page 9 • See SIDS on page 5
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Call (520) 492-0724
hearingandbraincenters.com

Request your
FREE copy of

Dr. Darrow’s New Book, 
Tinnitus Is Treatable

Visit:
TinnitusIsTreatable.com

When the brain never gets a break, everything gets harder – hearing, 
focusing, remembering, and simply getting through the day.

SLEEP, HEARING, TINNITUS, AND BRAIN HEALTH ARE DEEPLY CONNECTED.

DON’T IGNORE THE SIGNS.
• Trouble hearing in noise
• Ringing, buzzing, or humming

• Listening fatigue
• Trouble concentrating

BETTER HEARING.
BETTER SLEEP. 
BETTER BRAIN HEALTH.

Poor sleep, 
hearing loss, 
tinnitus, and 

memory concerns 
are more 

connected than 
you realize.

POOR SLEEP
When sleep is 
disrupted, the brain 
can’t repair, reset, 
and restore. Over 
time, this leads to 
fatigue, stress, and 
reduced mental 
performance.

HEARING LOSS   
& TINNITUS
Difficulty hearing or 
ringing in the ears 
forces the brain to work 
harder to process sound. 
Especially in noise. This 
creates extra mental and 
emotional strain. 

BRAIN HEALTH
When sleep is poor and 
the brain is overloaded 
with listening effort 
and tinnitus, cognitive 
reserve is drained. Over 
time, memory, focus, 
and emotional balance 
suffer.
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 8/31/26.
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Built For Life A�er 62

• Move Before You Need To
• Keep Your Independence
• One Campus, Future Support

Discover Modern Aging in Action.  
623-847-3106 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302

Driving. Traveling. Doing life your way. Glencro� gives you a home 
built for this stage of life, designed to support you now and in the 
years ahead. - At Glencro�, you can move while you’re still active, 
independent, and fully in control, with maintenance-free living, 
friends when you want them, and future support already on 
campus.

Baker, Goreé build solid leads in council races
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

One night after the election, at 6:40 
p.m. July 22, first time Glendale City 
Council candidates Lisa Baker and 
Rory Goreé were in good shape to win 
their district races.

Maricopa County updated its vote 
totals for the fourth time that night and 
Goreé’s lead over Ocotillo District in-
cumbent Leandro Baldenegro grew. 
Goreé had 950 votes (57.1%) com-
pared to Baldenegro’s 714 (42.9%).

Election results were not official as 
of press time but Goreé had reason to 
be confident during a July 21 election 
night party at GFWC Glendale Wom-
an’s Club downtown.

He nearly went through with a recall 
effort against Baldenegro in early 2025 
over the possibility of moving the Velma 

Teague Library out of Murphy Park. 
That laid his campaign’s foundation.

“We felt like this was coming. While 
we were out knocking on the doors we 
had no one that liked him,” Goreé said. 
“With the recall, they went through the 
district once, I went through the district 
seven times on my own, knocking on 
doors. We set out four or five fliers and 
massive amounts of texts.”

Calles cut into Baker’s initial lead in 
a pre-dawn update July 22, but she  re-
built the advantage by that night. The 
West Valley Realtor was up 204 votes 
on election night, but dropped to 189 
votes seven hours later.

By the night of July 22 Baker led 
with 2,351 votes (52.5%) to Calles 
2,126 (47.5%).

“It’s a lovely feeling and I’m optimis-
tic. But you never know until they call 

it,” Baker said July 21.
Cholla District Councilmember 

Lauren Tolmachoff was not opposed in 
her reelection bid. All four candidates 
in competitive races were new at run-
ning for political office. Baldenegro is 
an incumbent but was appointed short-
ly after former Ocotillo District coun-
cil member Jamie Aldama resigned in 
March 2024 to run for mayor.

Calles is a retired Phoenix Police of-
ficer and Navy and Army veteran.

“From the very beginning, we have 
believed that every legal vote deserves 
to be counted and that the voters of the 
Barrel District deserve a complete and 
accurate election process,” Calles wrote 
in part of a statement released July 22. 
“I also want to thank our volunteers, 
supporters, family members, and ev-
eryone who dedicated countless hours 

to this campaign. Your hard work and 
belief in our vision for the Barrel District 
have meant the world to me.”

ELECTION 2026

Lisa Baker, right, celebrates voting results on 
July 22. She is leading her race for Glendale 
City Council. (Independent Newsmedia/Richard 
Smith)
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This publication is offered 
free of charge in an effort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
effort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions.  
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.

Get In Touch by phone 
or email
17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230, 
Sun City, AZ 85373  

888-665-3848
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INDEPENDENT
Glendale

Houston. Alexandre Wasson 
was four months old when he 
died in April 2009.

Krystal and Alexis decided 
to try again and Kenna was 
born in January 2012.

Last summer, Kenna 
brought the idea of a SIDS to 
her parents and it took them 
by surprise.

“I think I cried a little. 
I was very touched when 
she decided to do that,” 
Hicks-Wasson said. 

“The OB said it was like 
the worst luck imaginable — 
like the odds of shooting an 
arrow through another arrow. 
It very rarely happens more 
than once to a family. Af-
ter going through all that we 
weren’t even sure we were 
going to try again. Kenna was 
born and she was on a mon-
itor for the first year of her 
life, although there were no 
incidents the entire time. It’s 
always been a sore spot.”

She started the organi-
zation last July after put-
ting a plan together for two 
months.

Kenna opened up a busi-
ness account when she was 
13.

“Since I was little, my mom 
has always told me about my 
siblings and made sure I knew 
about all those sensitive top-
ics. However, I didn’t fully 
understand until I was older 
and I would see — like Spring 
for SIDS month is April, and I 
would see how it affected my 
mom. It really strengthened 
my passion for it and some 
classmates were starting local 
passion projects.”

A young volunteer army
Kenna and her parents 

spent most of last summer 
making the website and going 
through the documents need-
ed to become a 501(c)(3).

Interest began to pick up 
last August, as Wasson formed 
a club at BASIS Peoria. It 
now has about 30 members, 
including middle schoolers.

Club members help set up 
Candles in the Dark donation 
events and restaurant fund-
raisers. Kenna said all that 
money goes to making sleep 
sacks and educational mate-
rial, which are given to hospi-
tals.

“And now she’s got sup-
port staff,” Hicks-Wasson said 
with a chuckle.

The nonprofit plans to 
branch into the Dignity hos-
pitals like St. Joseph’s, Honor 
Health medical centers and 
local OB/GYN offices.

“A big thing I love is getting 
those materials particularly to 
lower-income families or teen 
pregnancies, which don’t nec-
essarily have those education-
al materials,” Wasson said.

Around 20 BASIS students 
volunteer to get the word out 
about the club and nonprofit.

“They’re all in middle 
school and they’re amazing. 
I also have a bunch of other 
things that divert my atten-
tion, so having that staff can 
help me keep on track. I just 
love it,” Wasson said. “My 
volunteers love making brace-
lets so we would all sell those 
at younger kids’ birthday par-
ties.”

BASIS students cannot 
raise funds while on school 
grounds.

Volunteers help her make 
the pitches in local neighbor-
hoods.

“She was a kid that never 
really liked to have to call peo-
ple or make contact without 
knowing them. And now she’s 
the master of the cold call,” 
Hicks-Wasson said.

Life Pregnancy Centers in 
Phoenix and Tucson will get 
the kits. Kenna hopes to get 
more hospitals on board.

The nonprofit also passes 
out tip sheets to organizations 
like Phoenix-based Father 
Matters, and at OB/GYN of-
fices and abortion clinics.

Kenna now has a director 
of social media and a director 
of fundraising and will create 
committees for those directors 

to lead.
Candles in the Dark has set 

the goal of one big fundraiser 
per month. Through Aug. 20, 
Candles in the Dark is hosting 
a fundraiser with Valley AMC 
Theaters through their ticket 
packages, where 20% of those 
sales go to the nonprofit.

On Aug. 24 she will have a 
fundraiser at the Chipotle at 
9940 W. Happy Valley Park-
way, Peoria.

Kenna is on Glendale May-
or Jerry Weiers’ Youth Advi-
sory Council and will soon 
meet with the city’s Commu-
nity Services Director, Kim-
berly Hall. She said she wants 
to join Gov. Katie Hobbs’ 
Youth Commission.

“She’s always been such 
a leader and we’re so proud 
of her for so many things 
she does. But this one real-
ly has been fun to watch her 
grow as a passion project,” 
Hicks-Wasson said.

Searching for clues
It is difficult to get research 

on this condition once a child 
has died because of its painful 
scars and sensitive nature.

Beyond the ABCs of infant 
sleep available on nearly ev-
ery related website, there are 
some general rules. Parents 
should not put toys and big 
bedding in the crib.

“They recommend hav-
ing the baby in the same 
room as you but always in 
a little carrier next to you. 
Not together,” Wasson said. 
“Where they’re sleeping, 
make sure they’re tight sheets 
and there’s no loose blankets, 
no little stuffed animals they 
could grab onto. Because 
they could eventually choke 
on them.”

THE ABCS OF INFANT SLEEP
ALONE - The safest place for your baby is alone in their own 
sleeping space in the same room with a parent or caregiver. 
Their sleeping space should be free of other people, pets, 
blankets, toys, bumpers, and other soft objects.
BACK - For every sleep, place your baby on their back before 
your child is 1 year of age.
CRIB - Your baby should always be placed in a safety-ap-
proved crib on a firm mattress covered by a fitted sheet with 
no other bedding or soft objects.
Source: Strong Families AZ

SIDS
• From page 1
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A new place to flock in Peoria
Nest in the Desert Studio  

recently opened near Glendale
By Noah Flug

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Robyn Halperin is returning to fa-
miliar ground with Nest in the Desert 
Studio, a new Peoria showroom that 
marks her return to the west Valley re-
tail scene after four years spent growing 
her business in southern Arizona.

The boutique home furnishings and 
decor store, located at 6525 W. Happy 
Valley Rd., opened this spring and rep-
resents a homecoming for Halperin, 
who has lived in Peoria for nearly two 
decades and previously owned Robyn’s 
Nest, now Nest Home & Co., near Lake 
Pleasant Parkway and Happy Valley 
Road.

“I always knew I wanted to get back,” 
Halperin said.

After selling Robyn’s Nest and agree-
ing to a noncompete clause, Halperin 
spent the last four years building Nest 
in the Desert in Oro Valley, north of 
Tucson. The location quickly found an 
audience and allowed her to continue 
doing what she loves: helping customers 
creating inviting, personalized spaces in 
their homes.

The success of the Oro Valley store 
ultimately made it possible for her to re-
turn to Peoria.

“Everybody’s been wonderful down 
there,” Halperin said. “That helped us 
be able to come back and open here 
because they’ve been so wonderful and 
that store’s done so well.”

Halperin said the new location feels 
like a natural fit. Not only is Peoria her 
home, but many former customers 
from her Robyn’s Nest days continued 
reaching out over the years.

“People were always texting me say-
ing, ‘it’s not the same,’” Halperin said.

Halperin’s path into retail began long 
before Nest in the Desert. An interior 

designer for more than 30 years, she 
originally opened a store because she 
was tired of driving across the Valley to 
source furnishings and accessories for 
clients.

“I was so tired of having to drive to 

Scottsdale to buy products and things 
for clients,” she said. “I figured there’s go-
ing to be other women like me around 
that hate having to go to Scottsdale.”

Read the full story online at https://
shorturl.at/70rib.

BUSINESS

After four years in Southern Arizona, designer Robyn Halperin returns to the west Valley with Nest in the 
Desert Studio.  (Independent Newsmedia/Noah Flug)

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Office, medical  
complex near mall sells  
for $25.25M

A company called 17235 Pied-
mont LLC bought the Arrow-
head Executive Center, an office 
property in Glendale, for $25.25 
million. Cushman and Wakefield 
announced the sale July 21.

The center has 101,397 square 
feet of Class B office and medical 
space across eight buildings on 
more than 12 acres of infill land at 
17235 N. 75th Ave.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/3rbch644

Luke Air Force Base  
changes command,  
assignment

Luke Air Force Base in Glen-
dale changed its command and 
designation July 17. 

During a command reassign-
ment ceremony, the Air Edu-
cation and Training Command 
became an Air Combat Com-
mand.

Col. Nicholas Ihde assumed 
command of the 56th Fight-
er Wing from Brig. Gen. David 
Berkland.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/5cxub5jp

Unauthorized Glendale  
Glitters vendors under  
microscope

Glendale City Council mem-
bers Dianna Guzman, Bart Turn-
er, Lupe Conchas and Lauren 
Tolmachoff raised concerns about 
unlicensed vendors setting up 
shop in or around the Glendale 
Glitters blocks during a June 23 
council workshop.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/2s7dzwyw
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W H E N  C A N C E R  S H OW S  U P,  O U R  2 ,0 0 0 
C A N C E R  E XP E R T S  S H OW  U P  ST R O N G E R .

Our only focus is curing cancer.

© 2026 City of Hope

Angela
City of Hope Patient

Angela, a motorcycle rider and rock climber, refused to let a cancer 
diagnosis slow her down. Today, Angela’s back to living life at full speed. 
As one of the nation’s largest and most advanced cancer research and 

treatment organizations, our singular focus on cancer drives breakthrough 
discoveries, advanced treatments and outcomes that surpass national 

standards — bringing more victories to more patients worldwide.

Ending cancer starts with Hope.
cityofhope.org/phoenix
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NOW OPEN
The newest Black Rock Coffee 

Bar celebrated its grand opening July 
20 at the Shops at the Cardinal, 5937 
N. 91st Ave. It is one of the first stores 
open at this new retail development.

On May 31, DJ Collectibles 
opened its new store in Arrowhead 
Towne Center, on the second floor 
to west of food court. Its longtime 
location is at 43rd Avenue and Bell 
Road in west Phoenix. This sports 
card shop features all major sports, 
Pokémon, Magic the Gathering, 
One Piece, POP Funkos, retro video 
games and board games.

Tacos King just opened this sum-
mer at 7800 N. 55th Ave., Suite 110. 
It is a family-owned restaurant.

 In late 2025, Ladybug Lemonade 
opened at its new Glendale location at 
5350 W. Bell Road. In addition to the 
20 flavors of lemonade available, the 
shop offers 27 flavors of Italian water 
ice, as well as pretzels and cake.

Also in late 2025, the owners of 
the popular Tacos El Rojo food 
truck opened a sit-down restaurant at 
5044 W. Peoria Ave. Featured dishes 
include tacos al pastor, asada, cho-
rizo, tripa and suadero.

OPENING SOON
The Glendale Planning Commis-

sion unanimously approved a con-
ditional-use permit June 25 for a 
business Pawn Co. CEO Guy Dryer 
dubbed a “modern-day pawn shop.” 
This pawn shop will soon move into 
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MAP NOT TO SCALE N

  2  On May 31, DJ Collectibles 
opened its new store in Arrowhead 
Towne Center, on the second floor 
to west of food court. Its longtime 
location is at 43rd Avenue and Bell 
Road in west Phoenix. This sports 
card shop features all major sports, 
Pokémon, Magic the Gathering, 
One Piece, POP Funkos, retro video 
games and board games.
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BUSINESS MOVES

NATURAL NAILS & LASHES

an unoccupied storefront on north-
west corner of 51st Avenue and 
Thunderbird Road next to Lovet Pet 
Health in Thunderbird Plaza. The 
shop, at 5140 W. Thunderbird Road, 
will be open 9 a.m.-7 p.m. weekdays, 
and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday.

LEASES
The 2.4 million-square-foot Luke 

Field development in Glendale is now 
fully occupied, as Lincoln Property 
Company executed two full-building 
leases at its property June 29. This 
global, full-service real estate firm 
operates the Class A, three building, 
LEED-certified logistics campus 
at 13543 A and 13543 B Northern 
Ave., and 7733 Litchfield Road The 
new user, a leading company in the 
artificial intelligence sector, will oc-
cupy Luke Field’s 695,750-square-
foot Building A and 454,761-square-
foot Building B. It joins existing 
Luke Field tenant, Walmart, which 
purchased the project’s 1.28-million-
square-foot Building C in late 2025 
for $152 million. The deal marked 
Arizona’s largest industrial building 
sale of the year. “Luke Field has re-
defined what modern logistics space 
can deliver,” Lincoln vice president 
of development Michael Monroe 
stated in a press release.
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Nail Depot & Spa has been a 
fixture at Arrowhead Promenade 
for decades. Now the store is 
called Natural Nails & Lashes, 
at the same site, 6030 W. Beh-
rend Drive, Suite 125. The salon 
is reopening after closing for two 
weeks in July for renovations.

NEW NAME
8

DJ COLLECTIBLES
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$417.1 million in planned expenditures 
across all funds. The M&O spending is 
up $11 million from last year — with 
the voter-restored money — and in-
cludes a 2% salary increase for staff.

Salaries and benefits consume ap-
proximately 85% of the district’s bud-
get, according to Deputy Superinten-
dent Heather Mock.

The basis of the district’s budget is 
its average daily membership, or ADM.

The district is expecting its enroll-
ment to drop again in 2026-27 by about 
425 students from the previous year’s 

100th-day enrollment figure, and that 
trend will continue. Deer Valley Uni-
fied is anticipating fewer incoming kin-
dergartners (1,704) than 12th graders 
(2,488) in the next school year, which 
begins Aug. 3.

According to Mock’s June presenta-

tion, the district’s actual student count 
for 2025-26 was 29,419. A look back 
at previous years’ actual student counts 
shows that marks the first time Deer 
Valley’s enrollment has dipped below 
30,000 since registering a count of 
29,812 in 2003-04.

Free Estimates! • www.MakeMFree Estimates! • www.MakeMyyDoor.comDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. 9008 N. 99th Ave. •• Sun City  Sun City •• 623-915-7777623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORAResidential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

 Located In Sun City For Over 26 Located In Sun City For Over 26 YearsYears!!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$75
SUMMER SERVICE SPECIAL

Includes 16 point safety inspection.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 
subject to change after 8/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 8/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$499NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 8/31/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
$2,049

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 8/31/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

SUPPLIED TO START SCHOOL
The line to get into the Back-to-School Giveaway on Friday, July 17, stretched around Desert Diamond 
Arena in Glendale. Lerner & Rowe sponsored the event and the law firm set a goal to give away 6,250 
backpacks filled with school supplies in seven cities across the U.S., including Glendale. “It’s very im-
portant because it’s a little help,” said Valeria Ramirez, who waited in line with her two little ones, one 
going into preschool and another into kindergarten this fall. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

DVUSD BUDGET PRIORITIES FROM STAKEHOLDER 
COMMITTEE
(Based on stakeholder input gathered from parents and staff via surveys and 
committee discussions)
-- Competitive and sustainable compensation (salaries and benefits) for recruit-
ment and retention.
-- Maintaining a safe and secure learning environment via staff and infrastructure 
(e.g., cameras, SSOs, SROs).
-- Supporting students’ emotional well-being with professional support.
-- Preserving staffing levels and sustaining high-quality academic, co-curricular 
and special education programs.
SOURCE: DVUSD EDUCATION

DVUSD
• From page 1
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From a stranger, with  
gratitude — remembering Nick 
Hutcherson

I live in Fruita, Colorado, a small 
town in the western part of the state. 
On June 27, a wildfire broke out 
about 20 miles from where I live, near 
a remote canyon along the Colora-
do-Utah border. It grew fast and it 
grew dangerous.

People came to fight it. They came 
from across the country, the way 
wildland firefighters do — not be-
cause they were told to, but because 
that is who they are. They go where 
the fire is. 

They don’t ask questions about 
where they’re headed or who they’re 
protecting. 

They just go.
One of the people who came was 

yours; Nick Hutcherson, 27, from 
Glendale.

I didn’t know that name last Satur-
day. I do now, and I won’t forget it.

Along with two colleagues, Nick 
was lost when the fire overtook them. 
Two others were badly injured. They 
all did everything they were trained 
to do. And now, in a town far from 
this fire, people are grieving someone 
they loved — and we here in Fruita 
hold you in our hearts.

I wanted to reach out — imper-
fectly, as a stranger — to say that we 
know. That the people of this corner 
of Colorado are grateful beyond what 
words can hold. That Nick came here 
when we needed help, and that we 
will carry that with us.

To the family, the friends, the 
colleagues who are grieving: we are so 
sorry. What was lost was real, and it 
mattered, and it will not be forgotten 
here.

With deepest respect and grati-
tude.

Jared Miles
FRUITA, COLO.

There’s no room for human 
trafficking in Arizona

Every July 30, World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons reminds us 
that preventing human trafficking 
is a responsibility shared by every 

community. While 
law enforcement plays 
a critical role, lasting 
prevention also de-
pends everyone work-
ing together to the signs 
of potential trafficking, 
support survivors and 

make communities safer.
Across Arizona and the country, 

the hotel industry is working to en-
sure its properties are places of safety. 
Because hospitality employees inter-
act with thousands of guests every 
day, hotels are uniquely positioned to 
help recognize and prevent traffick-
ing. 

The industry has made preven-
tion a priority through employ-
ee education, stronger reporting 
protocols and partnerships with law 
enforcement, survivor advocates 
and nonprofits. 

Front desk associates, housekeep-
ers, maintenance staff, restaurant 
employees, security officers, suppliers 
and managers all have opportunities 
to notice behaviors others may miss. 
Through specialized training, they 
learn to recognize potential indicators 
of trafficking, respond safely, fol-
low reporting procedures and avoid 
actions that could place survivors 
or themselves at greater risk. While 

no single sign confirms trafficking, 
indicators such as coercion, fear, re-
stricted movement and unusual guest 
activity can signal when authorities 
should be notified.

OPINIONS

• See Letters on page 17

Speak Up
Read what local residents are 

saying about hot-button issues:
Below is a list of comments 

from people on social media, in-
cluding Glendale’s newest police 
officers, the continuing cort case 
about council member Lupe 
Conchas and police investiga-
tions into Peoria Unified School 
District:

Ten new officers 
join Glendale Police 

Department after 
graduating

“Stay safe rookies! It’s a great 
career but 20 years go by in the 
blink of an eye.” — Fay Winter

“Congrats and thank you for 
caring enough about your com-
munities to watch over them.  
God bless.” — Tammie B.

Glendale council votes for 
appeal of county judge’s 

ruling on Conchas

“A judge has already ruled 
on this once. The money spent 
on this appeal should come out 
of the mayor’s salary or another 
part of the budget so the tax-
payers don’t eat the legal bill on 
this.” — Dave Kayser

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Take the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarification 
or confirmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. 

Two submissions in the same issue 
will not be published. The content 
of a submission is the responsibility 
of the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. 
We offer a “right of reply” to the 

people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 

story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Kevin Carey

LETTERS
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SPONSORED CONTENT

By Jim Schmidt
MEDICARE AND YOU ™

This isn’t meant to scare you. 
It’s meant to prepare you — so if 
this ever happens to you or some-
one you love, you’ll know exactly 
what to do next.

Here’s the good news, right up 
front: you have rights, and you 
have allies. I’m one of them.

What’s Actually Happening
Federal investigators recently 

examined Medicare Advantage 
plans and found something trou-
bling. Some of the largest insurers 
in the country have been denying 
care that seniors were legally enti-
tled to receive — things like MRIs, 
CT scans, and rehabilitation ther-
apy.

Denials for prior authorizations 
have climbed 56% in recent years. 
But here’s what matters most: when 
people appealed a denial for skilled 
nursing care — the rehab stay that 
often follows a hip replacement, a 
stroke, or major surgery — those 
denials were overturned 95% of 
the time.

Read that again. Ninety-five 
percent! Nearly everyone who 
fought back, won.

This wasn’t a case of a few honest 
mistakes. The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services found 
a clear pattern, pointing to three of 
the largest Medicare Advantage 
carriers in the country. If you’d 
like to know which ones, I’m hap-
py to share that with you privately.

Why This Happens
Insurance companies must 

approve certain treatments before 
they’ll pay for them — this is called 
“prior authorization”. In theory, 
it ensures care is appropriate, as a 
safety net against abuse. In prac-
tice, it has too often become a way 
to slow things down or simply say 
no.

The bigger problem is that most 
people don’t know they have the 
right to push back. When you’re 
recovering from surgery, need an 
MRI or CT scan, or facing any 
health scare, you’re not exactly in 
the mood for a paperwork fight. So 
many people accept the “no” be-
cause they don’t know what to do 
and don’t have a trusted advocate 
in their corner. They go without  
care, pay out of pocket, or are sent 

home before they’re really ready 
— leading to setbacks, repeat hos-
pital stays, and lasting harm.

As this Medicare advocate puts 
it: “This isn’t a paperwork problem. 
This is a care problem.”

New Protections Starting This 
Year

Medicare has stepped in. Start-
ing in 2026, new rules require:

• Urgent requests: insurers 
must respond within 72 hours

• Standard requests: insurers 
must respond within 7 days

• Transparency: plans must 
publicly report their approval, 
denial, and overturn rates

Will these rules change every-
thing overnight? Time will tell. 
When denying care has been 
profitable, a deadline alone doesn’t 
always shift behavior. That’s 
exactly why knowing your rights 
matters so much.

Three Things to Remember
• A denial is not the final word. 

You have the right to appeal, and 
given the overturn rates, the odds 
are genuinely in your favor.

• Bring your doctor into it. 
Your physician can submit sup-
porting documentation and, in 
many cases, speak directly with 
the insurer’s medical reviewer — a 
doctor-to-doctor conversation 
called a “Peer-to-Peer” review 
that can make a real difference.

• Ask questions before you 
enroll — or re-enroll. Not every  
plan handles denials the same way. 

A good Medicare advisor should 
be able to tell you which plans 
in your area have a track record 
of high denials, along with much 
more worth knowing, before you 
sign anything.

Be good to yourself — don’t 
let this happen to you. You have 
more power than most people 
think. If you don’t know who your 
broker is, if you signed up over the 
phone with a stranger (something 
I strongly discourage), or if your 
broker simply doesn’t have the 
knowledge to protect you, it’s your 
health, your finances, and your 
peace of mind on the line. Please 
seek out a trusted Medicare advi-
sor, post haste.

Next Month’s Article
Come August, I will be diving 

into the brand-new Medicare 
GLP-1 program, called the GLP-1 
Bridge Program (Pen or Pill). For 
those eligible, besides incredible 
dollar savings, this points to weight 
loss, better long-term dietary 
choices, and just feeling good both 
inside and out. Naming just a few, 
it’s a better you! Watch for this 
next month!

About Jim Schmidt
Jim Schmidt has been a trusted 

Medicare Authority, Advisor, and 
Advocate here in the Valley since 
2006 — and has never charged a 
fee for his services. For any Medicare 
questions, including anything in 
this article, reach Jim directly at 
480-296-3900 or JimSchmidt@
MedicareAndYou.Reviews.

Medicare And You ™

Denied? Don’t Panic — You Have More Power Than You Think!

Jim Schmidt, Medicare And You ™
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Goodyear
13824 W McDowell Rd, Ste 106 

Goodyear AZ 85395

(623) 547-7415 

Glendale
5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103 

Glendale 85308
(602) 938-9866 

Surprise
15332 W Bell Rd, Ste 121

Surprise, AZ 85374
(623) 200-5441

Peoria
24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 

Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383
623-850-8884

Buckeye
20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101

Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-335-9490

Phoenix North
Coming Soon

1710 W Happy Valley Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85085

Buy 1 Dozen 
Bundtinis, 

Get 1 Dozen Half Off
Disclaimers: Expires 08/31/26. Not valid online or 
on the Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit 
one (1) offer per coupon per day. Decorations 
not included. Offer applies to cake products 
only. Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes® 
bakeries listed when you show this offer in 
bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable on 
previous orders. No cash value. Coupon code 
may not be reproduced, transferred or sold. 
Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cannot 
be combined with any other offers or discounts. 
Offer may not apply to premium priced items. 
Other restrictions may apply.

Limited time only, while supplies last. Naturally and artifi cally fl avored.

Get tickets now at azbroadway.org  |  623.776.8400

AUGUST 21 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
When four fading Broadway stars hear about a small-town high school’s decision regarding the 

annual prom, they swoop in to save the day – while also hoping to revive their own careers. Their 
over-the-top activism clashes with small-town traditions, leading to chaos, comedy, and ultimately, 

change. The Prom is a joyous celebration of being true to yourself and dancing to your own beat!

Deer Valley board OKs some, not all, 
new boundary proposals

Process to prepare for 
upcoming enrollment 
impact moves on with 

2027-28 focus
By Steve Stockmar

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Deer Valley Unified School Dis-
trict may be getting a little closer to 
changing its boundaries.

The controversial effort to redis-
tribute student enrollment to manage 
capacity and growth impact on its 
north end made some headway over 
the summer’s board meeting. The 
board voted to accept recommenda-
tions from the district’s Long Range 
Planning Committee on some newer 
models for updated boundaries for 
the 2027-28 school year, but not all 
of them.

The board voted to accept a pro-
posal in the Sandra Day O’Connor 
High School growth area that would 
adjust unpopulated portions of the 
Stetson Hills boundary.

Significant residential growth 
(15,000 new homes) expected for 

the NorthPark development project 
south of the Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co. will affect future 
projections, and the committee rec-
ommends students residing north 
of Loop 303 be assigned to Canyon 
Springs. Additionally, students resid-
ing in the Stetson Hills area north of 
the canal should be assigned to Inspi-
ration Mountain School.

The board did, however, request a 
clearer map showing street demarca-
tions.

The board also accepted one of 
several options the committee rec-
ommended for the Barry Goldwater 
High School area in North Phoenix.

In one spot, students in Paseo 
Heights, a new development, and 
the surrounding area at 39th Avenue 
and Pinnacle Peak, will attend Desert 
Sage Elementary (currently students 
in that area are in the boundary for 
Paseo Hills School and Goldwater 
High School). Also under the propos-
al, the district will use 35th Avenue 
on the east and the canal/Model Way 
on the south and 43rd Avenue on 
the west to include in one boundary 

With several new developments planned around Sandra Day O’Connor High School in North Phoenix, 
the boundaries of schools feeding that high school are likely to change. (Courtesy O’Connor Face-
book)

EDUCATION

• See Proposals on page 13



Local students graduate, 
make dean’s list in spring

The following students from 
Glendale recently earned these 
honors in college:

• Sonny Sandoval, studying 
for his bachelor of arts degree in 
political science, earned a spot 
on the sprig dean’s list at Mar-
quette University in Milwaukee.

• Lindsey Wong earned a spot 
on the spring 2026 dean’s list at 
Valdosta State University.

• Jose Barraza made the 
dean’s list at Fort Hays State 
University in Hays, Kansas.

• Gerlain Djoko, Aniyah 
Jackson, Dylan Kinney, Josue 
Rodriguez and Mason Stutes-
man were on the dean’s list at 
University of Maryland Global 
Campus.

• Benjamin Mayberry com-
pleted a doctor of osteopathic 
medicine degree May 29 from 
Des Moines University Medi-
cine and Health Sciences.

GCC celebrates opening of  
student-staffed cyber  
security center

Glendale Community Col-
lege celebrated the opening of 
its Regional Security Opera-
tions Center, as well as similar 
facility at Paradise Valley Com-
munity College in Phoenix on 
June 29.

A partnership between the 
colleges and the Arizona De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity allows student interns to 
work at each RSOC. PVCC 
site lead Amar Jouda said GCC 
has a morning shift, usually 
with three interns from 8 a.m. 
to noon and an afternoon shift 
with four from 1 to 5 p.m.

Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm • Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

www.TheLinksGrill.com
18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria

BUY ONE BREAKFAST
GET ONE 50%50% OFF
Mon - Sat 8am-10am only

Offer valid thru 08-31-26.

BUY ONE DINNER
GET ONE 50%50% OFF
Mon - Sat 4pm-8pm only

Offer valid thru 08-31-26.

No more waiting in line. No more waiting in line. 
Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead Try a New Spot in the Arrowhead 

area, come check out..area, come check out..

Established since 2010Established since 2010

 Winner in 3 categories Winner in 3 categories
2025

WEST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

YourValley.net

WINNER

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!  
From Eggs Benedict, French Toast & Skillets to Sandwiches, 

Burgers or Tacos. Fish Fry and Pasta. Daily Specials.
Beautiful setting overlooking the Vistas Golf Course in Westbrook Village. 

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

Desert Sage, Hillcrest and O’Connor 
High School.

The board did table two other 
proposals for now: the Sandra Day 
O’Connor boundary and the remain-
ing contentious Goldwater region 
boundary maps. Using further review, 
the board will look to consider them 
as one holistic area.

Arizona’s fifth-largest school dis-
trict is balancing current declining en-
rollment with an enrollment spike ex-
pected over the next few years due to 
an influx of new residents in the Deer 
Valley Unified footprint spurred by 
the arrival of TSMC in north Phoenix 
and Peoria.

The district is wrangling with ex-
isting overcrowding and enrollment 
imbalances, notably at Union Park 
(potentially 200% capacity in 10 
years) and declining enrollment at 
Norterra Canyon.

Discussions to create new bound-
aries started last year with the origi-
nal intent to have them in place by 
the 2026-27 academic year, which 
begins Aug. 3. With that goal not 
possible, the focus to implement any 
changes turns now to the 2027-28 ac-
ademic year, although district Super-
intendent Dr. Curtis Finch cautioned 
against letting the process go beyond 
that.

“As long as you don’t punt it for an-
other year,” he said. “It’s still for the 
next year (2027-28) then it’s proba-
bly doable, but as we know, Union 
Park is already past capacity and it’s 
only going to get worse next year and 
it’s only get worse the following year.”

The Long Range Planning Com-
mittee will meet again at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 20, in the main gov-
erning board room at 20402 N. 15th 
Ave., in Phoenix. The meeting is open 
to the public.

Residents can email the committee 
at future@dvusd.org.

Proposals
• From page 12
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The Valley’s one-stop 
shop for  Plants

Arizona grown Citrus, 
Desert & Shade Trees

Call 480-299-2914 
use code GREENGREEN to get 10% OFF

ANY SIZE Shade Tree

ballnurseries.com

AFTER

Call today to schedule an appointment. 

Patients with diabetic foot wounds have up to a
70% mortality rate within 5 years—equal to
many forms of cancer.

Diabetic Foot
Wounds Can Be
Life-Threatening

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121 
Phoenix, AZ 85006

GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168 
Glendale, AZ 85308

SUN CITY WEST 13907 W Camino Del Sol, 
#101, Sun City West, AZ 85375

SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150 
Sun City, AZ 85351

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

18424 N. 51st Ave., Glendale

2025 record: 6-5
Playoffs: 4A first round
Region: 4A West Valley
Coach: Dan Friedman (9th year)

Deer Valley Skyhawks

Skyhawks seniors seek 4A playoff run
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Deer Valley football has a senior it 
can depend on at almost every position 
group and Coach Dan Friedman said 
he feels good about all 22 starters.

The Skyhawks made the 4A play-
offs for the first time in four years in 
2025, and battled Phoenix St. Mary’s 
Catholic in the first round before falling 
29-28.

Like it is for many 4A teams, the 

concerns for Deer Valley are if those 
starters get injured.

“They’re like secondary coaches on 
the field and can help the younger kids 
that are coming up or guys that were 
on the bench last year,” Friedman said. 
“We can build upon what we did last 
year, no doubt. I’m happy with the 1s 
across the board. It’s just that depth is 
going to be an issue this year. I love our 
linemen across the board, but there’s no 
depth whatsoever.”

Senior offensive guard Hudson 
Yakesh said every year, the Skyhawks’ 
coaches challenge the senior class to go 
a step further than their predecessors. 
This senior class saw Deer Valley go 9-1 
in 2024 and miss the playoffs because 
of a weak schedule, then win its region 
and make the 2025 playoffs with a 6-4 
record against a gauntlet.

The Class of 2027 is not looking 
to take one step by winning a playoff 
game. They want to make a postseason 

run.
“We came up short last year, and that 

was a bummer. We worked so hard,” 
senior RB/LB Cash Smith said. “But 
I think last year everyone slacked off. I 
think a good amount of people slacked 
off and weren’t taking it 100%. I think 
that all starts in the film room, honestly. 
That plays a big role in succeeding on 
the football field.”

Deer Valley should not have two-

SEASON PREVIEW

• See Skyhawks on page 16
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Our spacious one, two, and three-bedroom floor 
plans include full-sized kitchens and in-unit laundry!

Make the most of retirement. 
Schedule a tour today:

Arrowhead Valley

All-Inclusive Amenities

 Live-In Managers!
 Month-to-Month Rent
 Signature Freedom Dining Program
 3 Fresh Chef-Prepared Meals Daily 
 24-Hour Concierge & Valet Services
 24-Hour Emergency Alert System
 Weekly Housekeeping
 Robust Social Calendar
 And Many More!

20025 N. 81st Ave.          Peoria, AZ 85382         ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com

Arrowhead Valley Retirement Community

480-374-5578

Imagine a lifestyle that blends the comfort of home with the ease of 
resort-style living. With flavorful, chef-prepared dining, engaging social 
events, and group fitness classes that celebrate wellness and connection, 
every detail of our all-inclusive lifestyle lets you focus on all the things 

you want to do. This is retirement living as it's meant to be — 
effortless, vibrant, and full of possibility.

Retire Like You’re 
on Vacation

The ease of vacation living designed for your every day.
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way starters except at running back. 
Smith and fellow starting linebackers 
Bryson Keith and Baxter Floyd will 
split carries.

Senior Dylan Sierra transferred in 
from Goldwater at linebacker after 
leading the Bulldogs in tackles last sea-
son. He should be fresh for region play 
and can give the busy trio a break.

“He does have a hardship but I don’t 
know if the AIA will look at it like that. 
He’ll appeal sitting out, but I’m not get-
ting my hopes up. He’s an incredible 
young man that’s got great talent and 
great work ethic. I think he’s going to 
add a lot of value to our team in games 
6-10,” Friedman said.

Other two-way starters are possi-
ble at wide receiver and the defensive 
backfield — possibly even a four-way 
starter.

Graduation hit the secondary hard. 
Senior Davin Fine is the only sure new 
starter.

“The biggest area we probably lack 
in is defensive back. That’s probably 
where we need to fill the most spots,” 
Friedman said. “Connor Bogart, who 
started at H for us last year and is go-
ing to wind up starting for us in the slot 
again, he’s probably going to have to 
play a corner position. Austin Chaves 
started at X receiver. He’s probably also 
going to have to play safety or corner.”

Chaves is the top returning receiver 
and Bogart is not far behind.

Junior Jaxson Hall impressed the 
team with seven catches for 168 yards 
in the final three games of 2025.

“It’s really Austin Chaves for me. 
This kid keeps growing and growing 
every year. He’s a receiver, kicker and 
punter,” senior RB/LB Bryson Keith 
said. “Sure, last year he got overshad-
owed by a couple of our receivers. All 
offseason, all I’ve heard this guy talk 
about is football and all I’ve seen him do 
is football. The first sevens tournament 
back he had what, six touchdowns?”

Chaves is more used to the physical-

ity of football, Friedman said.
Senior quarterback Gavin Youngker 

will start for a second year after throw-
ing 15 touchdowns and nine picks as a 
junior.

“He’s more knowledgeable and 
more confident, I think. He’s not al-
lowed to get hurt because we don’t 
have another quarterback in the pro-
gram,” Friedman said.

Youngker’s potential backup has 
been injured most of last year and all of 
this offseason, Friedman said..

Junior center Kolton Brenden im-
presses Yakesh by starting as a sopho-
more.

Senior tackle Teo Pierce is back to 
start, and Jacob Nielson should join 
him. At 6-5, 340 pounds, Nate Palli-
ant would stand out on any high school 
football team — and does even moreso 
at Deer Valley.

Senior Mikey Jacobs, a 285-pound 
anchor, will focus on defensive tackle 
this year after also playing on the offen-
sive line in 2025.

Junior Brayden Bowden was dy-
namic as a sophomore and can play 
either defensive tackle or end. Senior 
defensive end Marcus Williams is ready 
to start after an injury-riddled junior 
season.

“I think a lot of teams are underes-
timating us. I know we’re not the big-
gest group but I tell you what. I want 
any team that plays us to tell that to our 
faces. Size doesn’t matter at all,” Smith 
said.

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT. 

PLAN
WHAT COMES NEXT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney

& Health Care Directives
• Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds

• Retirement Income Planning
• Insurance & Annuities

•  Roth Conversions

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

Skyhawks
• From page 14 DEER VALLEY  

SKYHAWKS
KEY RETURNEES: Gavin Youngker, 
Sr., QB; Bryson Keith, Sr., RB/LB; Jax-
son Hall, Jr., WR; Austin Chaves, Sr., 
WR/DB/K/P; Hudson Yakesh, Sr., OG/
DT; Cash Smith, Sr., LB/RB; Connor 
Bogart, Sr., CB/WR.
TOP NEWCOMERS: Baxter Floyd, Jr., 
LB/RB; Dylan Sierra, Sr., LB, (trans-
fer-Goldwater).
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If you’re recovering from a disabling injury or illness, where

At ClearSky Avondale, our highly trained team, state-of-the-art 
facility, physician-led services, and integrative approach focus 
solely on treating patients experiencing:
•  Strokes
•
  

Brain injuries
•
  

Spinal injuries
•  Parkinson’s disease
•
  

Multiple sclerosis
•  Other medically-complex conditions

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please Call
623.404.4417

Choose ClearSky Rehabilitation Hospital of Avondale

SUCCESSFUL REHABILITATIONHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABIHABILLLIIITATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATATIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTIOTATIOTATATIOTA NNNNNNNIt ’s by choice.ISN’T BY CHANCE.

    ClearSkyHealth.com/Avondale
P 623.404.4417 | F 623.404.4416 | 10903 W. McDowell Road, Avondale, AZ 85392 |

Since 2020, hotel employees na-
tionwide have completed more than 
2.6 million anti-trafficking train-
ings, demonstrating the industry’s 
commitment to guest and employee 
safety. The American Hotel & 
Lodging Association Foundation 
also invests in survivors through its 
No Room for Trafficking Survivor 
Fund, which provides grants to 
community-based organizations 
supporting housing, economic sta-
bility, career development and other 
resources that help survivors. 

If someone appears to be in 
immediate danger, call 911. To 
report suspected human traffick-
ing, contact Homeland Security 
Investigations at 1-866-347-2423 
or the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline at 1-888-373-7888. 

Exploitation thrives on silence. 
Arizona can build communities 

where traffickers have fewer places 
to hide and survivors have more 
opportunities to find help.

Kevin Carey
AHLA FOUNDATION

Editor’s note: The author is president 
and CEO of the American Hotel & Lodg-
ing Association Foundation. This opin-
ion has been edited for length and can 
be read in full online at https://tinyurl.
com/5y49c7hv.

Abe Hamadeh: Making AZ-08 
a national punchline?

As a resident of Arizona’s 8th 
Congressional District, I was 
embarrassed to see Congressman 
Abe Hamadeh recently become the 
subject of national ridicule.

National media outlets mocked a 
series of highly staged photographs 
from Hamadeh’s congressional 
office that looked more like a fash-
ion shoot than the workplace of a 

member of Congress.
Rather than drawing attention 

to his work on behalf of Arizona, 
Hamadeh generated headlines that 
raised serious concerns about his 
judgment and priorities.

Unfortunately, this was not an 
isolated incident. 

Over the past year, his official 
social-media presence has repeat-
edly produced distractions ranging 
from peculiar photo opportunities 
and questionable intern content 
to posts that appear designed to 
attract attention rather than inform 
constituents.

At the same time, comments are 
frequently blocked or restricted on 
his official congressional Facebook 
page, preventing constituents from 
publicly responding to much of the 
content he publishes.

Residents of AZ-08  deserve to be 
known for our communities, business-
es, military veterans, retirees, workers 
and families — not for becoming the 
latest source of internet mockery.

Whether one agrees with Con-
gressman Hamadeh’s politics or not, 
surely we can agree that the goal 
of a congressional office should be 
effective public service, not social 
media stunts.

Arizona faces serious challeng-
es. Residents of AZ-08 deserve a 
representative focused on solving 
problems and exercising the sound 
judgment required of a member of 
Congress.

As voters evaluate who deserves 
to represent AZ-08 in the future, 
they should ask themselves a simple 
question: Is this the judgment, seri-
ousness and leadership they expect 
from a member of Congress?

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

Editor’s note: This writer is using 
a pen name. Congressional District 
8 includes parts of Glendale, Peoria, 
north Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City 
West and Surprise.

Letters
• From page 10
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Peoria Location: '623-236-9133
8877 West Union Hills Dr., Ste. 100 

Scottsdale Location:'602-441-5529 
5533 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 120

www.galindoprosthodontics.com

SMILE CONFIDENTLY and EAT COMFORTABLY with 

GALINDO
PROSTHODONTICS

Daniel F. Galindo, D.D.S., F.A.C.P
The ONLY board-certified

prosthodontist in the 
West Valley. 

Experience matters!

If you are living with missing or 
damaged teeth, our team can change 
your life with dental implants in just 
one day using advanced technology 
that fits your needs.
Check out our Facebook!        Galindo Prosthodontics
Follow us on Instagram       galindoprosthodontics

FAMILY OWNED

Call to book an appointment at one of our locations!

480-299-2914 • ballnurseries.com ballnurseries.com
The Valley’s one-stop 

shop for Plants

Cactus

Flowering Shrubs

Shade Trees

Citrus Trees

City’s rising home sale prices buck Valley trend
By Richard Smith

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The average June sale price of sin-
gle-family real estate in Glendale was 
$512,404 , an increase of 4.3% over the 
same month one year ago.

That number stands out to one local 
real estate expert, perhaps more that the 
236 closed home sales in the city — a 
2.2% increase — and the 151 pending 
sales in Glendale as the month ended — 
a 26% decrease from June 2025.

Sammy Glassman, board president 
of Phoenix REALTORS, stated in an 
email that Glendale’s increase in aver-
age sales price is notable because many 
Valley cities have seen either flat or 
modest price growth this year as buyers 
are more price-conscious.

“The fact that Glendale’s average 
sales price increased 4.3% year-over-
year while the median price remained 

essentially unchanged suggests we’re 
seeing strong activity across multi-
ple price points, including higher-end 
homes that are helping lift the overall 
average,” Glassman stated. “It speaks to 
Glendale’s broad appeal and the city’s 
ability to attract a diverse range of buy-
ers.”

Glendale’s real estate market is one 
of the West Valley’s strongest compet-
itive advantages because it combines 
diverse housing, expanding commercial 
development and strategic transporta-
tion access, Glendale Economic Devel-
opment Director Dan Henderson stated 
in an email.

According to the U.S. Census, 
Glendale is home to more than 94,000 
households. Henderson said the city 
offers housing options that support em-
ployees at every stage of their careers.Two Arrowhead Ranch residents and golfers look at the pond on hole six of Arrowhead Country Club 

in Glendale in 2024. Arrowhead Ranch home prices are among the highest in Glendale. (Courtesy 
Arrowhead Ranch Phase II HOA)

REAL ESTATE

• See Sales on page 20
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www.rdselectric.com

623-937-0003
Lic #R11-066556, C11-069912

NOW HIRING
ALL FIELD
POSITIONS

Top Pay plus remarkable 
benefi t package including 
full insurance.

Celebrating 45 Years!

AUG. 2

Golden Rescue
Valley residents have two chances to sup-

port dogs in need this fall when Arizona 
Golden Rescue hosts its Chicken N Pickle 
and Dine Out With the Dogs fundraisers. 

Arizona Golden Rescue is an all-volunteer 
501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organiza-
tion working to find homes for golden re-
trievers and golden mixes. Registration is 

$50 per person, $100 per team, or $25 for 
children 10 and under. Sign up at tinyurl.

com/672ycnr8.

Chicken N Pickle Westgate 
9330 W. Hanna Lane 

1-4 p.m.

AUG. 15, 17

Thrift Shop Sale
Hospice of the Valley’s four White Dove 

Thrift Shoppes are having a massive 50% 
off sale on Saturday, Aug. 15, and Mon-
day, Aug.17, in celebration of National 
Thrift Shop Day. These boutique-style 

shops feature unique, upscale donations 
ranging from designer fashion to vintage 
home décor. More importantly, every pur-
chase directly funds care for patients and 

families who need hospice services but 
lack insurance or financial resources.

White Dove Thrift Shoppe Glendale 
17045 N. 59th Ave. 

Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

THINGS TO DO

Cardinals end camp this 
month, prep for season

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Diamondbacks may be heading 
into their stretch run in baseball, but at 
State Farm Stadium it’s almost football 
season.

Having opened camp in July, the 
Cardinals have two more practices open 
to the public this month, on Aug. 3 and 
Aug. 9. Both sessions start at 4 p.m.

The Cardinals will close out their 
preseason this month, headlining the 
Hall of Fame game against Carolina in 
Canton, Ohio on Aug. 6.

The club is in need of a serious turn-
around from a year ago. The Cardinals 
closed last season with a nine-game 
losing streak to finish 3-14 and in last 
place in the NFC West. They were also 
1-7 at home in Glendale last year.

Under first-year coach Mike LaF-
leur, the Cards will also enter the season 
in a loaded NFC West. Not only did 
Seattle win the Super Bowl, the Sea-

hawks topped the Los Angeles Rams, 
also in the West, in last year’s NFC 

SPORTS

REMAINING CARDS 
CAMP SCHEDULE
Monday, Aug. 3: 4-6 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 9: 4-6 p.m. (Red/White 
practice)

KEY DATES
Aug. 6: vs. Panthers in Hall of Fame Game 
(in Canton, Ohio)
Aug. 22: vs. Cowboys in first home presea-
son game
Sept. 13: at Chargers in regular season 
opener
Sept. 20: vs. Seahawks in regular season 
home opener

• See Cards on page 20



20  August 2026  |  Glendale Independent  |  YourValley.net20  August 2026  |  Glendale Independent  |  YourValley.net

Phone and Internet Discounts 
Available to CenturyLink 

Customers
The Arizona Corporation Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier 
within its service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential voice 
lines are $18.47 per month and business services are 
$21.00 - $40.32 per month. Specific rates will be provided 
upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline program, which 
makes residential telephone or qualifying broadband 
service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline 
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled voice 
service or $9.25/month for qualifying broadband or 
broadband bundles. Residents who live on federally 
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional Tribal 
benefits if they participate in certain additional federal 
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is available for 
only one telephone or qualifying broad-band service per 
household, which can be either a wireline or wireless 
service. Broadband speeds must be at least 25 Mbps 
download and 3 Mbps upload to qualify.

A household is defined as any individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address and 
share income and expenses. Servicesare not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in these programs. 
Consumers who willfully make false state-ments to obtain 
these discounts can be punished by fine or imprisonment 
and can be barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit https://
www.centurylink.com/aboutus/community/community-
development/lifeline.html for additional information about 
applying for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with 
questions.

“Economic Development uses 
these strengths to show companies 
that Glendale offers the space, infra-
structure, and quality of life needed 
to recruit talent, retain employees 
and support long-term growth,” 
Henderson stated.

Glendale’s inventory level at 
the end of June was 682 homes, up 
3.5% year over year. Glassman said 
this is not concerning in today’s 
market.

Well-priced homes in desirable 
neighborhoods are continuing to at-
tract strong interest, he said, while 
buyers are benefiting from increased 
negotiating power compared to the 
highly competitive conditions of a 
few years ago.

“In fact, it reflects the broader 
trend we’re seeing throughout the 
Valley where inventory has gradually 
increased, giving buyers more choic-
es and more time to make decisions. 
Glendale’s 3.7 months of supply still 
falls within what many would con-
sider a relatively balanced market,” 
Glassman stated.

Real estate is a major factor in at-

tracting companies, Henderson stat-
ed, but it is part of a broader site-se-
lection equation.

CensusReporter.org lists Glen-
dale’s median household income is 
$75,711, and that figure was $73,530 
in the 2024 U.S. Census.

“Glendale benefits from access to 
the Phoenix West Valley labor shed 
of more than one million workers, a 
63.9% (American Community Sur-
vey) labor force participation rate, 
and a growing talent pipeline from 
Midwestern University, Glendale 
Community College, and ASU West 
Campus,” Henderson stated.

Another of the city’s strengths is 
its affordability relative to many oth-
er parts of the Valley, Glassman said.

“Buyers can often find more home 
for their money in Glendale than in 
neighboring communities, which 
continues to attract first-time buy-
ers, growing families and those relo-
cating from higher-priced markets. 
Glendale also offers a unique mix of 
established neighborhoods, newer 
developments, major employment 
centers, entertainment venues and 
convenient freeway access, making it 
one of the most diverse housing mar-
kets in the Phoenix area,” he stated.

Sales
• From page 18

Cardinals 
fans take in 
a previous 
training 
camp 
inside 
State Farm 
Stadium in 
Glendale. 
(Inde-
pendent 
Newsme-
dia/Steve 
Stockmar)

Championship Game.
While training camp parking and 

admission are free, digital tickets are 
required for entry. 

Tickets can be reserved by visiting 
azcardinals.com/camp and will be ac-
cessible via the Cardinals mobile app.

Cards
• From page 19
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Full Time

Valley
Newspapers is

Hiring!
FFuullll--ttiimmee  ddeelliivveerryy

ddrriivveerr  ffoorr  bbuussyy
pprriinntt  sshhoopp..  

2266--ffoooott  bbooxx  ttrruucckk
wwiitthh  lliifftt  ggaattee..  

MMuusstt  hhaavvee  cclleeaann
ddrriivviinngg  rreeccoorrdd  aanndd

ppaassss  pphhyyssiiccaall..
CCoommppeettiittiivvee  wwaaggeess

wwiitthh  bbeenneeffiittss
CCoonnttaacctt  MMiikkee

JJaaccoobbss  aatt
mmjjaaccoobbss@@iinniiuussaa..oorrgg  

Employment

NNIIGGHHTT
WWAATTCCHHMMAANN  

PPaarrtt  TTiimmee
 Plaza Companies

A commercial 
Real Estate Company 

in Peoria is looking 
for night watchman 
to patrol properties 
after hours, 7:30 pm 

to 2:30 am. Days 
vary. Position patrols 
parking lot, building 
maintenance issues, 
building security and 

reports any suspicious 
activity. For more 
information email 

resume to: michelle.
hanni@theplazaco.

com or call 

662233--334444--44550077

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
22000088  3355fftt..  CCllaassss  AA  RRVV

BBoouunnddeerr  
FFlleeeettwwoooodd  
((LLooww  MMiilleess))

  FFUUNN!!

Big Fridge

Cream & Tan w/Two
Slide Outs 

TWO Bathroom
Great Condition

 New Tires, Mattress 
 Full Size Refrigerator
Solar Panel, Service

History Records 
32K Miles 

Only $39,900 OBO

BBOOUUNNDDEERR  
FFLLEEEETTWWOOOODD

660022--441188--99224411

Campers/RVs AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

Schedule Your A/C Schedule Your A/C Tune-up Today!Tune-up Today!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a 
5% DISCOUNT 

ON NEW INSTALLATION 
AND FOR ALL VETS

WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!WARM TEMPS ARE HERE!
$7500 Installation Special

Cleaning

Adela’s
Professional

House &
Window 
Cleaning
Service

25 Years Exp.
Free Estimates

(623)
329-0332

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical
Keeping your lights on 

since 1998

623-810-9788 • LakeElectricAZ.com
lakeelectrician@gmail.com : LakeElectricAZ

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE HOME 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPECTION

Senior and veteran’s discounts

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Our electricians are highly trained and ready 
for any emergency electrical situation.

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables

Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors

Garage Door Openers
New Construction

Automatic Gate Motors

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

GARAGE DOOR 
REPAIR

480-451-1931

24 Hour

Service

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS ADROC 222636

Garage Doors

DECKS 
DONE RIGHT

        DECKS 
DONE RIGHT

Concrete Restoration
 Flagstone
 Kool Decking
 Crack Repair
 Dust Free Grinding
 Epoxy Floors 

PORA Member 
Senior Discounts

623-210-7542
www.decksdoneright.net
Commercial & Residential 

ROC# 213790 

Floor Coverings

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Gutters

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 Off 

A NEW 
DOOR

Garage Doors

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888.665.3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

Post your Items for Sale                        
 at  

 iniusa.org/classifieds

Call us for details
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Want a 
New
Job?
Just take a
look in our
classifieds.

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

DAILY

Shop the Classifieds first!
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Health Care

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Moving/Hauling

SUN CITIESSUN CITIES
FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS

MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
  Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

  Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

  Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

  Full Service MovingFull Service Moving
  Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

MOVINGMOVING

Painting

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOROR EXTERIOR

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf

COMPLETE INTERIOR COMPLETE INTERIOR 
PAINTING

11.. /sf/sf
1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

PAINTING

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT
27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business

Includes 
Dunn Edwards 

Paints

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

480-828-6779480-828-6779
$49 

Any Drain Unclog
with Complementary

Camera Inspection

15% OFF 
First Responders
Senior & Military

$500 OFF 
Any Sewer Replacement

over $5,000

Up To

 - Water Heater Repair/Replacements & MORE!
Estimates - & 2nd Opinions - 24 HR Emergency Plumber

Locally Owned & Operated
* Terms and conditions apply. * Offers cannot be combined  ROC#355782

Plumbing

Remodeling

DRYWALL REPAIR, PRE
HUNG DOORS, CLOSET
SHELVING, GARBAGE

DISPOSALS,
LIGHTING, CEILING

FANS AND MANY
OTHER HOME

IMPROVEMENT NEEDS
CALL OR TEXT
602-741-5166

Remodeling Remodeling

iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent NewsmediaFOR READING 

OUR PAPER!
Please visit us at the Daily Independent 

at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classi�eds

BUSINESS
&

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

Join the many
businesses that use our

Call us to advertise

NEED WORK DONE AROUND
THE HOUSE? DON’T HAVE THE

TIME OR THE EXPERTISE?

Take a look at the 
advertisers in this 
Business and
Services Directory.
To advertise call 888.665.3848
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

NEED WORK DONE AROUND
THE HOUSE? DON’T HAVE THE

TIME OR THE EXPERTISE?

Take a look at the 
advertisers in this 
Business and
Services Directory.
To advertise call 888.665.3848
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds
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Roofing

  We Do:  • Complete Re-Roof 
 • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs

No Job Too Small
602.358.8458

Lic #209598602.358.8458 Lic #209598  
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

Roofing

JLC ROOFING 
                           INC.
FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

FREE ESTIMATES
 ALL TILE ROOFS 
 ALL SHINGLE ROOFS
 ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings
30+ Years Experience in AZ

ROC#122805
Call Today

623-878-9832

LICENSED BONDED

623-878-9832

FREE
ESTIMATES

Call Today ROC#122805

30+ Years Experience in AZ

p  ALL TILE ROOFS  
p  ALL SHINGLE ROOFS 
p  ALL FLAT ROOFS

• Roof Maintenance & Inspections
• Waterproof Coatings

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofing
FREE

ESTIMATES

602.580.4181
LuxeRoofingAZ.com

TILE UNDERLAYMENT 
•SHINGLES •REPAIRS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

ROC# 360893 | Licensed, Bonded

Roofing
ROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality  
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

Roofing

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roo� ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

602-374-4408 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

9am-2:00pm M-F or drop 
o�  9am-2:30pm

• A Certifi cate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

Tree RemovalSpa Services

Call or Text Merette to book:  

1-503-884-7403
Also check out our other spa specials at  
www.absolutelychicskincare.com

Assisted Stretching  
ON SALE NOW

Performed by a certified  
stretching and flexibility coach

Move better • Feel better
Release tension & improve mobility

30 MINUTE STRETCH SESSION  
on sale now for $35  

choose upper body or lower body
50 MINUTE STRETCH SESSION  

on sale now for $49  
upper plus lower body together

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Surprise • August 18, 2026 • The Colonnade
Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center 
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet  
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Get the best of both worlds,
in print and online, all in your local newspaper!

   To Place a Classified Ad  Call 888-665-3848, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds
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Red, white, and…
water stains?

Red, white, and…
water stains?

...not this year!...not this year!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 198009 - 082024 - 318282 

www.JBSroofingAZ.com

EASY

FINANCING

AVA I L A B L E
!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 082024 - 318282.

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N

 New Construction, Repairs, 
 Recovers, Maintenance

 Installation of Gutters

 Shingles, Tile, Built Up, Single Ply,
 Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake
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