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Primaries
don’t have
much to settle
in Surprise

City council remains same,

most other races uncontested

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Surprise went to the polls July 21
for a relatively drama-free election.

All three Surprise

More City Council races
- were  unopposed,
ga:!ilr:lgee and primaries were
Surprise news not needegl to set-
atYourValley tle Republican and
net/Surprise- Democrat races
independent for  Congressional

District 9 and state
Legislative District
29, both of which
touch Surprise.

The only competitive race came
on the Democrat side of Congressio-
nal District 8, which also covers parts
of Surprise.

Here is a look at four elections that
affect Surprise. Note that all results

® See Election on page 12

Hunting for help

Back-to-school shopping
spree helps local grandmother
prepare for new year

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When  Tempe  Marketplace
searched for a family to help out with
back-to-school shopping as a way
to give back to the community, the
shopping center reached all the way
to Surprise to aid a struggling grand-
mother.

Cherie Norris was making ends
meet just fine as a heart monitor tech-
nician at Mayo Clinic Hospital-Phoe-
nix when a big life change came out of
nowhere.

Norris” troubled adult daughter
dropped off her four kids to grandma
one day — and did not plan on re-
turning to get them.

All of a sudden, the 60-year-old
Norris had to fend for five people, in-
cluding the four most important peo-
ple in her life.

® See Help on page 15

Surprise grandmother Cherie Norris is raising
four grandchildren — from left, Jeremiah, Dene-
co, Kash and Serenity Hughes — on her own but
receiving community help to make it happen.
(Courtesy Cherie Norris)
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,
Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 8/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.




GRS BUTTE I

17119 N. Litchfield, Ste. 20 « Surprise

623-584-9198
BEST ASIAN FOOD IN TOWN

Jo, 5 Years in the area!
4 .
Crab Legs Now Available For

Dinner & Sunday!
+ AMERICAN STYLE PEARE
+ CHINESE STYLE N'

« JAPANESE STYLE

Litchfield
,DT

% BellRd

(8

NOW DOING ONLINE
ORDERING AT
HTTP:/ /GO KITCHEN DIRECT.
COM,/ CHINABUFFETAZ.PHP

@ VISA

15% OFF BUFFET

And Take Out Order

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays.
Expires 8/30/2026

CHINA BUFFET suR
o >X{{e . We Have Openings in our Life
O14\C BEI"IEVI"a® Enrichment Day Programs

Benevilla Life Enrichment Day Programs
offer support and companionship to
older adults needing daytime
assistance. This gives caregivers peace
of mind to work, handle personal
matters, or unwind while their loved
one receives quality care and spends
time in a safe active environment.

WE SERVE: Individuals with MCI (Mild Cognitive Impairment),
dementia, stroke survivors, Parkinson’s, and adults with intellectual
disabilities.

J/ Ad Sponsored by:
INDEPENDENT

WSMEDIA
Clb ating & Connecting Our Communities
YourValley.net

Surprise | Sun City | Peoria

SCHEDULE A TOUR: 623-584-4999 | www.Benevilla.org
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BilGg) TIRES.

*80-°120

INSTANT SAVINGS’

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES WITH
INSTALLATION PURCHASE.
VALID 8/1/2026 - 8/31/2026

Bai NEXEN TIRE < SUMITOMO TIRES

On your purchase of $599 or more when
IN REBATE you use your Big O Tires® and Service
SAVINGS™ Credit Card. Valid 8/1/2026 - 10/11/2026

four Nitto
or Sumito.

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

LUBE CHASSIS* - REPLACE FILTER » 22 POINT INSPECTION

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically Ow20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations * Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's + Most cars and light trucks « Shop supplies addiitional
Plus up to $6 disposal fee » Excludes Diesels + *Lube chassis where applicable + Not valid with other offers « No cash value
See store for details * Charge for addiitional service/parts, if needed « Expires 9-15-26 + SUR-726

* BEAT THE HEAT!

1 9 Plus Freon,
Evac & Recharge

A/C PERFORMANCE
CHECK

TOTAL AUTO CARE

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On)

Brakes ¢ Alignments
Suspension & Steering
Batteries « Faulty Windows
We'll thoroughly inspect your compressor, All Routine Maintenance
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

WE SELL

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA » Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional + With coupon « Not valid with any other offer

Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expires 9-15-26 +« SUR-726 AN D I NSTALL
L BicaTRes | GOLF TIRES

SURPRISE © 14023 W. GRAND AVE - 623-537-7911
SURPRISE - 16880 W. WADDELL RD - 623-975-4200
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Surprise art house shows off its Vision

WHAM center drawing in
artsy West Valley residents

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

West Valley resident Jeff Howland
looked forward to sketching the family
cat with his daughter, “Mouse,” during
the Pet Portrait Character Drawing Night
at WHAM Community Art Center in
Surprise.

The father and his 15-year-old daugh-
ter, who preferred to be called by her
knickname, sat beside each other in the
last row in a room full of people prepared
to draw their pets at the art venue located
16560 N. Dysart Road.

“It’s a chance for us to spend some time
together, and it’s something she’s inter-
ested in,” said Howland, adding he want-
ed to indulge his daughter in her interests.

Showing pictures on their phone of
their cat named “Biscuit,” the father and
daughter wanted to capture their cat’s
polar opposite personalities in their draw-
ings.

The two-hour evening event on July
15, drew all ages, who wanted to create
portraits of their cherished pet compan-
ions of various species, such as dogs, cats,
horses, birds, fish and more.

Jeff Howland and his 15-year-old daughter “Mouse” draw their family cat named “Biscuit” during the Pet Portrait
Character Drawing Night at WHAM Community Art Center in Surprise. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

ed to enjoy Dooley’s instruction on illus-
trating whimsical character-style portraits

of their past and present pets.
“Ashley has created a wonderful op-
portunity for people of

Other than guests bring- “It’s a chance for all ages to come together
ing favorite pet photos, all art us to spend some through art, laughte?r ans}
supplies were provided thanks time together, and ~ OUT shared lov.e of ammals,
to sponsors, MidFirst Bank, 1t'’s something she's stated Connie Whitlock,
Credit Union West, Waste interested in.” WHAM founder and exec-
Management, Thom and Shel- Jeff Howland utive director.

ley Gyder, Arrowhead Honda
and CareScape.

Complimentary refresh-
ments included hot dogs, chips, cookies
and drinks at the free event. Plus, Portil-
lo’s donated gift cards.

Hosted by WHAM Teen Art facilita-
tor/teacher/artist Ashley Dooley, she in-
structed participants through live demon-
strations, showing techniques for all skill
levels to create the character drawings.

Ranging from novice to experienced
artists, no drawing experience was need-

Surprise parent

Friends Vicki Sommers
and Diane Johnson followed
Dooley’s guidance and en-
couragement to sketch their
pets’ portraits.

“I get emails from WHAM. We have
taken different classes here before,” said
Johnson, while drawing her two-and-a-
half-year-old dog, “Toby,” who she de-
scribed as a “stinker” with a big personal-
ity. She sat next to her friend, Sommers,
whose “love for my dog,” inspired her to
draw “Woody.”

WHAM Teen Art facilitator/teacher/artist Ashley
Dooley instructs Jane Peddle and Sarah Walsh on how
to draw their pets’ portraits. (Independent Newsme-
dia/Delarita Ford)

Part of WHAM’s month-long Vision
250 programs, free arts and entertain-
ment events are scheduled through July

to celebrate America’s 250th anniver-
sary. Whitlock and WHAM Literary

® See WHAM on page 18



Jim Schmidt, Medicare And You ™

By Jim Schmidt
MEDICARE AND YOU ™

This isn’t meant to scare you.
It’s meant to prepare you — so if
this ever happens to you or some-
one you love, you’ll know exactly
what to do next.

Here’s the good news, right up
front: you have rights, and you
have allies. I’'m one of them.

What’s Actually Happening

Federal investigators recently
examined Medicare Advantage
plans and found something trou-
bling. Some of the largest insurers
in the country have been denying
care that seniors were legally enti-
tled to receive — things like MRIs,
CT scans, and rehabilitation ther-

apy.

Denials for prior authorizations
have climbed 56% in recent years.
But here’s what matters most: when
people appealed a denial for skilled
nursing care — the rehab stay that
often follows a hip replacement, a
stroke, or major surgery — those
denials were overturned 95% of
the time.

Read that again. Ninety-five
percent! Nearly everyone who
fought back, won.

This wasn’t a case of a few honest
mistakes. The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services found
a clear pattern, pointing to three of
the largest Medicare Advantage
carriers in the country. If you’d
like to know which ones, I'm hap-
py to share that with you privately.

Why This Happens

Insurance  companies  must
approve certain treatments before
they’ll pay for them — this is called
“prior authorization”. In theory,
it ensures care is appropriate, as a
safety net against abuse. In prac-
tice, it has too often become a way
to slow things down or simply say
no.

The bigger problem is that most
people don’t know they have the
right to push back. When you’re
recovering from surgery, need an
MRI or CT scan, or facing any
health scare, you're not exactly in
the mood for a paperwork fight. So
many people accept the “no” be-
cause they don’t know what to do
and don’t have a trusted advocate
in their corner. They go without
care, pay out of pocket, or are sent
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Medicare And You"
Denied? Don’t Panic — You Have More Power Than You Think!

home before they’re really ready
— leading to setbacks, repeat hos-
pital stays, and lasting harm.

As this Medicare advocate puts
it: “This isn’t a paperwork problem.
This is a care problem.”

New Protections Starting This
Year

Medicare has stepped in. Start-
ing in 2026, new rules require:

o Urgent requests: insurers
must respond within 72 hours

o Standard requests: insurers
must respond within 7 days

o Transparency: plans must
publicly report their approval,
denial, and overturn rates

Will these rules change every-
thing overnight? Time will tell.
When denying care has been
profitable, a deadline alone doesn’t
always shift behavior. That’s
exactly why knowing your rights
matters so much.

Three Things to Remember

o A denial is not the final word.
You have the right to appeal, and
given the overturn rates, the odds
are genuinely in your favor.

o Bring your doctor into it.
Your physician can submit sup-
porting documentation and, in
many cases, speak directly with
the insurer’s medical reviewer — a
doctor-to-doctor conversation
called a “Peer-to-Peer” review
that can make a real difference.

o Ask questions before you
enroll — or re-enroll. Not every
plan handles denials the same way.

A good Medicare advisor should
be able to tell you which plans
in your area have a track record
of high denials, along with much
more worth knowing, before you
sign anything.

Be good to yourself — don’t
let this happen to you. You have
more power than most people
think. If you don’t know who your
broker is, if you signed up over the
phone with a stranger (something
I strongly discourage), or if your
broker simply doesn’t have the
knowledge to protect you, it’s your
health, your finances, and your
peace of mind on the line. Please
seek out a trusted Medicare advi-
sor, post haste.

Next Month’s Article

Come August, I will be diving
into the brand-new Medicare
GLP-1 program, called the GLP-1
Bridge Program (Pen or Pill). For
those eligible, besides incredible
dollar savings, this points to weight
loss, better long-term dietary
choices, and just feeling good both
inside and out. Naming just a few,
it’s a better you! Watch for this
next month!

About Jim Schmidt

Jim Schmidt has been a trusted
Medicare Authority, Advisor, and
Advocate here in the Valley since
2006 — and has never charged a
See for his services. For any Medicare
questions, including anything in
this article, reach Jim directly at
480-296-3900 or JimSchmidt@
MedicareAndYou. Reviews.
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Schools undergo final prep for new year

More than 200 teachers
attend educator orientation

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Planning for the first day of school
is similar for teachers and students in
many ways.

From feelings of excitement to
nervousness, and gathering supplies
while getting mentally prepared,
Dysart Unified School District staff
have already begun gearing up to
welcome students on Thursday, Aug.
6, for the 2026-27 academic year.

Orientations and open houses are
set for the following dates:

+ K-8 meet the teacher night is
from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4;

+ Freshman orientation starts 7:15
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 5;

+ First day of preschool is Monday,
Aug. 10, and

+ High school open house is 5:30-7
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 11.

Meanwhile, over 200 Dysart
teachers attended an annual new
educator orientation July 20 to learn
about the district, receive training,
meet with their grade or subject level
cohorts and work together on their
school sites to get ready for the new
school year.

“It runs two weeks prior to school
starting to get them prepped and
ready to start the year with us,” said
DUSD Director of Communications

Dysart Unified School District teachers prepare for the first day of school Aug. 6. (Courtesy DUSD)

and Public Relations Renee Ryon,
noting how new teachers in the dis-
trict attend various training sessions
and activities based on their subject
matter and campus assignments dur-
ing orientation.

About a week before the new
teacher  orientation, the  dis-
trict offered a training program,
Ready2Teach, which is a new co-
hort offered throughout the Educa-
tor Preparation Program for people
who want to become teachers with a
non-education bachelor’s degree.

“We train them, provide mentors,
student teaching opportunities, etc,”
Ryon said.

Each one teach one

Local teachers were recently
happy to assist and give online sug-
gestions for a first-year teacher who
needed help supplying her classroom
with books for a fourth- and fifth-
grade special education classroom
library. Many recommended going
to Friends of the Surprise Libraries,
located in Surprise Regional Library

on Bullard Avenue, across the hall
from the main lobby, since free books
are often given to Dysart teachers
with an identification badge.

A third-grade teacher, who goes
by Poya Summers on social media,
answered the Independent’s request
to share how she and other experi-
enced educators are already looking
forward to not only helping their stu-
dents, but new teachers in the field.

Summers noted having two draw-
ers-full, mutiple copies of a “bunch of
books,” and a half-shelf of duplicate
copies of other books to offer the new
teacher if she wanted them from her
classroom.

Excited about the new school year,
she expressed gratitude for working
with a “great team” and supportive
adminstrative staff.

“My room is coming together
nicely and I'm excited to see my stu-
dents’ growth this year,” stated Sum-
mers.

“This is the first year they take
standardized testing, so I'm excited
to teach strategies and algorithms for
my students to master and apply to
their academic careers.”

Visit dysart.org.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.

org. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters

or ematl them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are commuitted to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Cioility
Guidelines.
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Propulsion element
rearfoot & forefoot

WE Foot Solutions Surprise
14545 W Grand Ave #1009, Surprise, AZ 85374
623-600-9000 - footsolutions.com/surprise

1°_° Years
fitting
€Xperience

Carbon Fiber
Slingshot Propulsion

o— Plate

stability foot frame —_J

» xLite Guidance Propulsion System keeps you

GoXelero.com GelPad  in alignment and on the run longer.

“Xelero has proven to be the ultimate in the foot, ankle, knee, and hips. The
innovative technology keeps the foot in alignment making walking easier and
improving people’s lives.” -Donna Robertson, C. Ped, ATC-MS
_________ - r
11

.~ ~$50 OFF

| CUSTOM ORTHOTIC W/SHOE PURCHASE 11
One coupon per person. Not to be combined with other offers. Expires 8,/30,/2026.

10% OFF

ANY FULL PRICE PAIR OF SHOES
One coupon per person. No fo be combined with other offers. Expires 8/30/2026.
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2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!
Ao TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO

Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

13701 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

Inspection
UP TO $150.00 Auto Repair Complete vehicle health check

« Engine Light Scan A/C System Tune-Up

Restore cold, efficient cooling

* Estimate Comparison H E A I ! Cabin Air Filter/HVAC

; Cleaner air, better airflow
* Fluids & | SUMMER SPECIAL

Air Pressure Check Battery Test & Inspection
I Check battery health & charging
15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00 | Full Coolant Exchange

o e e T o~ BB w=BE meg=ge ==pwew= = 01 I Protect engine from overheating

LUBE OIL FILTER, TIRE

Plus sales tax. Up top 160Z freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined

| |
| ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, AIR | l====================4
& CABIN FILTER " ""COMPLETE FLUID |
Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 : | EXCHANGE PACKAGE |
g et || SQ) 7 A 99 EEEEEERE
' L
I

of transmission fluid), Cooling System

of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil.
Service (up to 2 gallons of coolant)

Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 8/31/26 Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be
SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

LUBE. OIL, FILTER | [Uge,on, micren || ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT |

2 49 9 s 5 9 99 11 Helps prevent early tire
I I wear with computerized
11 4-Wheel
N
i1

Frequent, vital engine maintenance Frequent, vital engine maintenance H
includes refill up to 5 qts. of includes refill up to 5 qts. of accurac_y' Plus we II?Spect
steering/suspension.

semi synthetic 5W-30 oil. full synthetic 5W-30 oil.
Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

@7 Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 « We Honor Most Extended Warranties ¢
Approved Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737 '~

Auto Repair Technicians

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Vans, trucks, Parts and rear shims extra, if needed.
Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more
than two opinions for publication
during a calendar month. T'wo sub-
missions in the same issue will not be
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.

Speak Up

‘We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all
factual errors. We offer a “right of
reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree
with a news story are welcome to
respond with a letter.

Mayor misled about meeting
with Gallego, Kelly staff

Did you know Mark Kelly’s staff
and Ruben Gallego personally came
to Surprise to discuss how we stop the
ICE “concentration
camp” from opening in
our city?

That is not the way
our mayor made it
seem when he issued a
misleading press release,
showing only himself,
one staffer, and Gallego in the room.
He made it look like a private meeting
for the purpose of discussing “public
safety, infrastructure, and the pending
proposal for a short-term (ICE) pro-
cessing center” to quote the Mayor’s

press release.

Taylor Bhone

More It was not.

= I spoke to
onllne DistriP::t 6 coun-
Re.aq TITrE cilmember Chris
Galielrs Judd about that
atYourVaII_ey meeting, with-
.net/surprise- in hours of it
independent

concluding. All
seven members of
Surprise City Council were there. It
was about stopping that facility from
opening.

The building is already standing,
in the midst of renovation and hiring,
paused only thanks to Kris Mayes.
The plan to prevent it from ever hous-
ing detainees is to provide the same
data that residents have been refer-
encing in city council meetings for the
past four months, directly to Gallego’s
office.

Gallego suggested that Director of
Homeland Security Markwayne Mul-
lin is likely to abandon Surprise if he is
informed about just how problematic
this facility will be. The majority of
these warehouse conversions in other
states have already been abandoned
for one reason or another.

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

The chemicals stored across the
street from the Surprise DHS ware-
house at Rinchem require unplanned,
costly renovations to the DHS ware-
house before it can house detainees.

This warehouse does not work as a
detention center. Hopefully the con-
versation plans will soon be formally
abandoned.

Taylor Bhone
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters, oremail
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Sun City West reader
supports Surprise ICE facility

I would like to respond to the
writer of the letter, Why I’m no longer
spending money in Surprise, published
in the Independent. The letter-writer
objects to the proposed ICE facility,
calling it a “concentration camp.”

The truth, in my opinion, is that the
ICE detainees that are to be housed
there temporarily until they can be
deported back to their home countries
will be treated better than some hard-
working-Americans are.

They are given menus for three
meals a day, they have clean bedding,
recreational facilities, medical care,
legal services, etc.

They came into our country thanks
to Joe Biden. They committed a crime
by just walking in, but also includ-
ed amongst the inmates are rapists,
murderers, pedophiles, gang members,
terrorists, and drug and sex traffickers!

+ See Opinions on page 10

Speak Up

From Nextdoor & Facebook

Here are some comments
about stories happening in Sur-
prise:

6 traffic signals to go live
in Surprise over next few
weeks

“For the last 30 years, Surprise has lit-
tered the West Valley with traffic light af-
ter traffic light. What a mess.” — Ron B.
“I hope they are speed cameras and
not red light cameras. Where Litchfield
crosses Waddell, every night after 8
p.m. on the green light for Litchfield it
becomes a racetrack.” — Don J.

“It's a racetrack on Bell by The Grand.” —
Karen B.

“Traffic lights don’t bother me, but some
of them could be a little shorter.” — Pa-
mela H.

“More stopping. More gas. More wear
and tear on your vehicle. A waste of
time. Another nightmare in Surprise to
inconvenience people.” — Rob T.

“More people, more traffic, more traffic
lights. Depending on the time of day,
the traffic lights will either speed up or
slow down my commute.” — Linda C.

“I wish the stoplights on Bell Road were
synchronized all the time. | think they
may be synchronize during rush hour.
Most of the time | hit almost everyone
red. Synchronized lights would save
gasoline and reduce pollution.” — Chris
W.

“If people were intelligent enough to
realize how smart signals work, unfortu-
nately erratic driving negates their ben-
efit.” — Randy W.

“The traffic lights will maybe work on
Greenway traffic. Now why they did not
widen the road and make turn lanes?
How about sidewalks for pedestrians on
Greenway from 185th Avenue to North
Verde Lane.” — Mike S.

“Roundabouts work well in a lot of plac-
es. You just need to pay attention.” —
Glen M.
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6 traffic signals going live in Surprise

Heavy traffic in areas are
expediting full functions

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

As Surprise pushes out west and
north, more intersections are in line for
traffic signals going live over the next
three weeks.

Six intersections total will soon have
the signals to help monitor the flow of
traffic as development continues across
the city.

And because traffic is high in the
areas getting the new signals, the city
plans to bypass the flashing red phase
that normally happens in the first 48

hours of activation. Instead, the signals
will be fully activated right away.

The roads affected include Waddell
and Greenway roads and the troubled
163rd Avenue in north Surprise.

The first two went active on Mon-
day, July 20 on Waddell. Those in-
tersections were at 157th Avenue and
Legacy Parc Boulevard.

Two more went active on Monday,
July 27 when the following two inter-
sections got signals: 163rd Avenue and
Country Club Drive and Peoria Av-
enue and Cotton Lane in southwest
Surprise.

The final two signals will go live in
the early morning of Monday, Aug. 3

along Greenway Road. Those are at
the intersections of 175th Avenue and
Verde Vista Drive.

“Because these two signals are in
close proximity to one another, they
will be timed to run as one system to
maximize the efficiency of the road,”
city officials wrote in a news release.

City traffic staff plans to monitor
the timing of the signals from the city’s
traffic control center and make adjust-
ments where needed.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org.
Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed

10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meet our Croiliry Guidelines.

Traffic signals are going live in six intersections
across Surprise. (Courtesy of city of Surprise)

Opinions
¢ From page 8

Do we really want these people in
our country?

I don’t! Perhaps the letter-writer
would volunteer to take some of
them into his/her home and support
them?

God bless America and God bless
the ICE agents who face danger every
day in their jobs.

Jean Goncalves
SUN CITY WEST

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters, oremail
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variery of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Hamadeh protesters are not
crazy, nor communist

Re: your article, Hamadeh labels
protesters ‘communists’ at Sun City
West GOP meeting. First, there were
well over 50 protesters there, not sure
why your count was so wrong. Sec-
ond, why did Hamadeh feel the need
to label the protesters as crazy and
communist?

He’s not spoken to us, he doesn’t
know us, he has no idea why we
protest, except that he does know we
do not support his views. He has had
plenty of opportunities to meet with
us, through town halls that have been
requested, or by just coming out to see

what a good number of people think
about his policies.

If he truly was our representative,
he should talk to all of the people in his
district, not just his supporters. Let’s
have less name calling and more direct
communication.

As for the communist label, it
appears he only started using that after
his leader started calling his opposi-
tion that. It would be appreciated if
our representative was able to think
for himself, and not just reiterate the
words of another

I, and I’'m sure I speak for many of
the protesters, are very much in favor
of democracy. We just don’t want
autocracy, with one person acting as

a dictator, ruling by executive order.
We appreciate the three branches of
government, acting to keep each other
in line.

Right now, we have a uniform
party who supports one man, one idea,
with no regard for our Constitution,
our laws and the will of the people.
This must change. Vote for sanity in
November.

Jan Stittleburg
SUN CITY WEST

Abe Hamadeh represents Congressional District

8, which includes parts of Glendale, Peoria, north
Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City West and Surprise.
Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters oremail
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Martin Romero, DMD

Se habla espafiol

Schedule an
appointment today!

623-999-1200

Parl{ Dentalw

Surprise




Sandy & Lew Cryer
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Allison Cryer McFarlin
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the‘TOWN CRYERS’

www.TownCryers.com

Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568

Office: 623-977-1776
17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

Keep cool, drink

lots of water and

if possible, stay
indoors.

15357 W. Black Gold Ln., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7002574
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st., L-Deer Valley, R-Executive Way, L-Black Gold Ln.

Highly sought after Prescott model. Home has1872 sq.
ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath, den & great room floor plan. Home
is located just a block & half from SCW's Desert Trails
GC pro shop. Don't Wait! Call Today to View!

22202 N. Cochise Ln., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7051608

Dir. Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker., L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., L-Tom Ryan,
R-Via Manana, L-Las Brizas, R-Pecos, L-Cochise Ln.

Popular La Paz model located in the Palm Ridge Rec. Cntr. area of
SCW. Home has1086 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath, great room floor
plan & a block wall fenced private backyard. New roof underlayment
2026. Neighborhood HOA allows pets & rentals. Call today to view!

12635 W. Eveningside Dr , SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7040339
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.
Fabulous panoramic view of Stardust GC’s 4th & 5th fair-
ways & greens. Home has 2599 sq. ft., 3 large bedrooms
(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-
ed 175 Sq. ft. art/crafts studio or office. This home is truly
special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!

14165 W. White Rock Rd., SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7010367
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, L-Trial Ridge, L- White Rock Dr

Highly desired Aspen model duplex located in the Grandview GC
area of Sun City West. Home has 1866 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath
& an office/craft room. New interior paint 2026 & HVAC 2025. HOA
allows pets & rentals. Being sold fumished. Call today to view!

Call the “Town Cryers”
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis
of your home’s value & the details on how your
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!
Call Today! ... 602-402-4568

12727 W. Copperstone Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7024624

Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Copperstone Dr.
Expanded duplex has 1697 sq. ft., 2 bedrooms, 2 baths
plusa 19’ X 9 glass enclosed AZ room/lanai. This home has
been a successful seasonal rental & is being sold furnished.
Neighborhood HOA also allows pets. Home is located close
to SCW's Pebblebrook GC pro shop. Call today to view!
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CITY COUNCIL RESULTS

District 1: Nick Haney (100%)
District 5: Jack Hastings (100%)
District 6: Chris Judd (970%)
*Unofficial results as of July 23

CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT 9 RESULTS

Republican: Psul Gosar (100%)
Democrat: Danielle Dani” Sterbinsky
(100%)

*Unofiicial results as of July 23

From left, Nick Haney, Jack Hastings and Chris Judd appear certified to return to their seats on the
Surprise City Council without needing a general election to decide it. (File photos)

Election

e From page 1

holding their seats on the Surprise
City Council as all of then ran unop-
posed on the ballot in Tuesday’s pri-
mary election.

Haney, who first was elected to
represent the north Surprise District
1 four years ago, earned 5,621 votes
or 100% in unofficial votes.

Hastings looks like he will return
again to serve the residents of the

were unofficial as of the afternoon of
Thursday, July 23. Check yourval-
ley.net for election updates.

Surprise City Council
Nick Haney, Jack Hastings and

Chris Judd appear on their way to ® See Election on page 13

mostly centrally located District 5.
He received 2,452 votes or 100%.
Hastings first joined the council in a

CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT 8 RESULTS

Republican: Abe Hamadeh (100%)

Democrat: Bernadetie Greene-Placentia
(64.6%), Raymond Keeler (354%)

*Unofficial results as of July 23

LEGISLATIVE
DISTRICT 29 RESULTS

Republican Senate: Janac Shamp
(100%)
Democrat Senate: tric Stafford (100%)

Republican House (pick up to 2):
Steve Montenegro (52.8%), James Taylor
(472%)

Democrat House (pick up to 2):
Christine Marie Scianna (100%)
*Unofficial results as of July 23
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High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
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Election
¢ From page 12

special election in 2020 and earned
his first full term in 2022.

In District 6, which is in the south-
east part of the city and includes the
site of the future ICE detention cen-
ter, Chris Judd looks poised to win
his third term in serving the district.
He earned 2,522 votes or 97.0%.
Judd first joined the council in 2018.

U.S. Congressional District 8

Preliminary results show Berna-
dette Greene-Placentia taking an
early lead on Raymond Keeler in the
democratic primary for Congressio-
nal District 8.

The two candidates are hoping to
unseat incumbent Rep. Abe Hama-
deh from the reliably red district, that
covers a good portion of the north-
west Valley, including Surprise, Peo-
ria, Sun City, Sun City West, Glen-
dale and parts of Phoenix.

The district also extends north to
include New River and surrounding
areas near Lake Pleasant.

Greene-Placentia has 65.7% of
the vote and Keeler has 34.3%, ac-
cording to unofficial results.

U.S. Congressional District 9

U.S. Rep. Paul Gosar will be tak-
ing on a new opponent in the general
election.

In a race that has been determined
for months, the incumbent Repub-
lican will battle Democrat Danielle
“Dani” Sterbinsky in November’s
general election after both candidates
easily had leads in uncontested pri-
mary races.

Gosar, who is seeking his ninth
term in Congress despite reports of
poor health, earned 72,276 votes in
unofficial results that the Arizona
Secretary of State released late Tues-

® See Election on page 14

Abe Hamadeh is vying for another term in the
U.S. Congress in Arizona’s District 8. (File photo)

Congressional District 9 Incumbent U.S. Rep.
Paul Gosar, left, is seeking his ninth term in of-
fice against Democrat Danielle “Dani” Sterbin-
sky. (File photos)

Incumbent Republican Janae Shamp, left, and
Democrat Eric Stafford are vying for the Legisla-
tive District 29 Senate seat. (File photos)
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Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist!

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!

Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

*1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Call Today!
623-229-6576

www.azcrowncenter.com 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 « Surprise, AZ 85374
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o
SOLSTICE

AProvincial Senior Living Community

Once You're Here, You're Home

When you choose Solstice at Sun City West, you're choosing to have the
health and wellness support you desire as well as the diverse programming
and vibrant lifestyle you deserve.

Call today to schedule a tour! 623.584.1999

SolsticeAtSunCityWest.com
18626 N Spanish Garden Drive

Sun City West, AZ 85375 o=

©2026 Provincial Senior Living. All rights reserved. Prices, plans and programs are subject to change or
withdrawal without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Managed and operated by Provincial Senior Living.

SAMSUNG & Electrolux |swdre! =oirl BOSCH Electrolux SHARE @~ FRIGIDAIRE SAMSUNG

The trucks are rolling in, and
the deals are fantastic. We buy
right from the manufacturers...

So, we can pass the savings on to
you. Spencers has been serving
customers for almost 52 years.

GET TO SPENCERS TODAY..*
YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID!

At A Price

Youw’ll T.ove)!

See Store for Detalls *NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL BY 2027, 3799 00 Mlnlmum flnance amount, Mlnlmum Payments Required. If the amount
of the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period, interest charges will be imposed from the purchase date at the variable
purchase rate on your account, which is 29.99% APR. This APR is as of Feb. 25, 2024 and will vary with the market based on the Prime Rate.
MESA SHOWROOM | |15 W, FIRST AVE. | 480-833-3072
AAHWATUKEE | 4601 E.RAY RD. | PHOENIX | 480-777-7103
/ARROWHEAD RANCH | 7760 W BELL RD | 623-487-7700

BOSCH

Arizona’s largest
independent dealer!

GILBERT SANTAN VILLAGE | 2711 5. SANTANVILLA
GLENDALE | 10220 N.43RD AVE | 602
GOODYEAR | 1707 N. LITCHFIELD RD | 6:
RECONDITION CENTER | 160 EAST BROADW
SCOTTSDALE | 14202 N. SCOTTSDALE RD.
SCOTTSDALE/PHOENIX | 13820 N.TATUM BL) 494
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KWY | 480-366-3900
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“I¢'s Like Having A Friend In The Business”
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Check Out Our Website
WWW.SPENCERSTV.COM
OPEN DAILY 9AM-9PM | SATURDAY 9AM-6PM | SUNDAY | IAM-5PM
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Due to aurent dreumstances, some
items may be out of stock.
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From left, Republican Steve Montenegro, Democrat Christine Marie Scianna and Republican James
Taylor are the candidates for the Legislative District 29 House race. (File photos)

Election
¢ From page 13

day night.

The former dentist was first
elected in 2010 and took office in
January 2011.

He has served in the First,
Fourth and Ninth districts during
that time.

Sterbinsky, who conducted an
aggressive robo-text campaign in
the weeks leading up to the pri-
mary, received 34,149 votes from
Democrats.

She is a U.S. Navy veteran who
lives in Wittmann.

In the 2024 election, Gosar won
his eighth term with a big win over
Democrat Quacy Smith, who also
ran unopposed in the Democrat pri-
mary that year. Gosar earned 65%
of the vote in the general election.
He has not dipped below 60% of
the votes in any of his previous gen-
eral elections.

State Legislative District 29

The drama of who will be fight-
ing it out for Arizona Senate and
House seats in Legislative District
29 can get started now.

Republican and Democratic can-
didates have been known for months,

and that became unofficially official.

In four races that were run uncon-
tested, incumbent Sen. Janae Shamp
(R-Surprise), incumbent Reps. Steve
Montenegro  (R-Goodyear) and
James Taylor (R-Surprise) and two
challengers who ran uncontested in
their primaries are all moving on the
general election in November.

Shamp got 21,401 votes and will
face off against Eric Stafford, who
will be trying to unseat Shamp for
the second straight election cycle.
Stafford earned 13,959 votes in the
primary.

In 2024, Shamp outpolled Stafford
59% to 41% in the general election.

Montenegro and Taylor will be
back to try to keep their seats in the
House for LD29.

Voters can pick two representa-
tives every two years.

Montenegro earned 18,642 votes
or 52.8%, while Taylor received
16,692 votes, or 47.2%.

The pair will take on a challenge
from political newcomer Christine
Marie Scianna, who earned 14,010
votes in her uncontested race.

Philip Haldiman contributed to this story. Jason
Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org. Submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.
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Help

¢ From page 1

She picked up a second job at Ban-
ner-University Medical Center to
help clothe, feed and house her new
crew.

“I’'m overwhelmed,” said Norris, a
resident of the North Copper Canyon
neighborhood. “But I'm also thank-
ful.”

That is because Tempe Market-
place stepped up when she needed it
most.

Thanks to the shopping center, her
school-age grandkids Jeremiah (fifth
grade), Deneco (second grade), Kash
(first grade) will go on a shopping
scavenger hunt on Wednesday, July
29 in time for the opening of school
next week at Asante Preparatory
Academy.

They will shop for everything they
need to kick off the school year, in-

cluding new school supplies, back-
packs, shoes and stylish new outfits.

The trio will search for clues to find
items on a list of things they can re-
ceive at various retailers in the shop-
ping center.

“The main thing
is just wanting these
children to feel like
prepared for school
and confident and go-
ing into a school a new
school year and not
feeling that they don’t
fit in or anything like
that,” said Heather
Edge, the marketing director at Tem-
pe Marketplace. “I think just being
able to give them that experience of
going back-to-school shopping and
making it fun because we all know
trying on clothes and things like that
for kids cannot always be fun.”

It comes at a perfect time for Nor-
ris, who has been trying to figure out

“I know that there is a
community out here that

is

willing and able to help.”

Cherie Norris
Surprise grandmother

how to pay her mortgage when the
kids were going back to school next
month with a long list of needs.

Edge said the Norris family was
singled out through the Arizona
Community Action Association via
the public relations
firm the shopping cen-
ter uses. Edge thought
of an idea to extend its
work with some fos-
ter children groups by
finding a family to give
them an afternoon of
shopping for back-to-
school items and Evolve
PR helped hook them up.

“I can breathe just a little bit,” Nor-
ris said about the news her family was
chosen for the scavenger hunt. “I had
to fall behind in the mortgage because
they need to eat. The bills still have to
be paid. The mortgage has to be paid,
but the kids’ needs came first for me.”

Arizona’s Children Association

helped Norris get financial help and
aid on behavioral issues the kids were
having because of the anxiety caused
by the separation from their mother.

She said the ACA made her not
feel alone and understood her strug-
gles.

“That made me feel like I know
that there is a community out here
that is willing and able to help,” Nor-
ris said. “It’s been a community. I'm
telling you right now. It takes a village
to raise children, and this has been a
village for me.”

Norris has also received help from
the Salvation Army and plans to
check out the services at the new Sur-
prise Resource Center that is opening
later this summer.

Edge said details on the scavenger
hunt are still being fine-tuned. But
the basic plan is to have the family
search for clues at various stores in the

® See Help on page 17

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY! |

Plus Tax &
Installation

o %499

offers. Prices subject to change after 8/31/26.

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

Starting
at

$2,049

16 x 7 Garage Doors

Installed.
Plus tax.

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 8/31/26.

* % Located In Sun City For Over 26 Years! *x x
Free Estimates! =« www.MakeMyDoor.com

9008 N. 99th Ave. = Sun City = 623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive = Monday-Friday 8am-5pm « Saturday by appt only
=X /@2 Residential & Commercial = LIC # ROC 161375 « HOA = COA = PORA
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Surprise grad now crewman for Navy helicopters

Shadow Ridge’s Ramirez gets
deployed on USS Cooperstown

MILLINGTON, Tenn. — Petty
Officer 3rd Class Gabriel Ramirez, a
native of Surprise, serves aboard USS
Cooperstown, a U.S. Navy warship
that recently went underway on a
scheduled deployment.

Ramirez, a 2022 graduate of Shad-
ow Ridge High School, said the skills
and values needed to succeed in the
Navy are similar to those found in
Surprise.

“Wrestling in high school taught
me grit and hard work,” Ramirez
said. “I also learned that life goes by
fast, so do something fulfilling you
can live without regrets. Home will
always be there.”

Ramirez joined the Navy four
years ago and now serves as a naval
aircrewman for tactical helicopters.

“I wanted to continue the family
tradition of serving in the armed forc-
es,” Ramirez said. “I also wanted to
be able to travel the world, and I've
always wanted to fly.”

Navy officials said the Cooper-
stown is a fast, optimally manned,
mission-tailored surface combatant
that operates in near-shore and open-

ocean environments.

Littoral combat ships integrate
with joint, combined, manned and
unmanned teams to support forward
presence, maritime security, sea con-
trol and deterrence missions around
the globe.

Littoral combat ships are hybrid
surface ~ combatants
that lead manned-un-
manned teams us-

“Serving in the Navy, for me,
means making unforgettable

prosperity of the U.S. is directly
linked to recruiting and retaining tal-
ented people from across America.

Ramirez has several opportunities
to achieve his goals during military
service.

“I'would say going through the air-
crew pipeline, completing and gradu-
ating rescue swimmer
school, is my proud-
est accomplishment,”

i i memories . .
o unmle_llr{lnecL ac;r} al and experiencing new things Ramirez said.
systems like the Fire The Navy operates
Scout and Expedition- around the world.” around thzych))rl d at
ary Ordnance Dispos- Gabriel Ramirez all times, promoting
al forces’ unmanned Navy petty officer 3rd class ’

underwater vehicles.

They conduct for-
ward and maritime se-
curity missions like the Secretary of
Defense Oceania Maritime Security
Initiative.

The ships also strengthen partner-
ships through port visits in small is-
land nations like Tahiti and Fiji due
to their shallow-depth hull.

With 90% of global commerce
traveling by sea and access to the
internet relying on the security of
undersea fiber-optic cables, Navy
officials continue to emphasize the

the nation’s prosperi-
ty and security.

“Serving in the
Navy, for me, means
making unforgettable memories and
experiencing new things around the
world,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez said he is grateful to his
father, Steven, and his mother, De-
siree Burciaga.

The Navy Office of Community Outreach wrote

this story. Submit comments at yourvalley. net/

letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Gabriel Ramirez, a native
of Surprise, serves aboard USS Cooperstown, a
Navy warship that recently went underway on a
scheduled deployment. (Courtesy U.S. Navy)

Presbyterian
Church

Faith
Come & enjoy our worship

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM
-l- service with pianists
Rong Lucceshi & Rory Dowes

Pastor Greg Emery
July 26, 2026

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00 pm * Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350




FROMTHE COVER

Help

¢ From page 15

shopping center to lead them to other
retailers. As of press time, organizers
were still trying to firm up which re-
tailers were participating and allowing
video in their stores.

Stores that are already booked in-
clude the Nike outlet, where the chil-
dren will be able to pick out shoes and
an outfit — of whatever is on the list
from which to choose.

For stores that will not allow videos,
the family will still receive gift cards.
There will also be backpacks filled
with their school supplies.

“The thought process is that they
will get a clue to go to each of the
stores,” Edge said. “And then when
they go to those stores, there’ll be
something in particular, they’ll be able
to pick out. We want them to feel like
they get to pick out what they want.

‘We know individual kids all have their
own kind of style and what’s cool and
hip and all that stuff.”

After shopping, the crew will head
to Dave and Buster’s for lunch and
playtime in the arcade.

Norris said the kids are excited
for their big day and heading back to
school

“The kids are just thrilled,” Norris
said about their reaction after telling
them about the hunt. “They were just
jumping around, and they were so ex-
cited.”

Norris said making them happy is
not hard.

“They just want to be treated well
and eat — and play,” Norris said with a
laugh. “I'm going to put the excitement
in them. Let’s go have some fun!”

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org.
Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed

to publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Crotlity Guidelines.
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ANNIVERSARY MUG

MOORE GRAPHICS

“PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN"
150z COFFEE MUG

54,99

PERSONALIZED %6.99

623-972-8161 | MooreGraphicsAZ.com
MOORE GRAPHICS - FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

11200 W. Wisconsin Ave. STE 6 | Youngtown, AZ 85363
POSTERS - BANNERS - MAILINGS - ENGINEERING - COPIES - CARBONLESS FORMS

70 oz Nylon Carpet Waterproof
Now on Sale Vinyl
Starting at F|00ring
Your full service $5 299 s St
flooring store. $6 . 89
SFinstalled

Proudly Sewing

THE WEST VALLEY
for over 25 YEARS

*Trim pieces not included.

“We service what we sell!”

Carpet, Tile, Furniture
and Area Rug Cleaning

20% OFF

Carpet Cleaning,
Tile and Grout Cleaning for life

when you buy flooring from us*
*Minimum charges apply

12 MONTH NO INTEREST
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS
ON SALE

Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

623-979-5855 ~

13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

Of Honest, Dependable

57 W Service.

/ We stand behind our wor

SERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

PEST e TERMITE « WEEDS

*%* WEED CONTROL

@ 1 4 5 Pre-emergent Application

Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)
VISIT,OUR WEBSITE;TO RECEIVE AN'ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

623.977.2100

12040 N. 111th Avenue « Youngtown, AZ | WWW.GENERALX.COM

Office hours 8:30-4:00 (Closed 12 - 12:30 for lunch)
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WHAM

¢ From page 4

Arts Manager Maggie Gaut-
ier invited people to the arts
expression site designed for
creativity and community
connection.

Live art and interactive
creativity to celebrate free-
dom and expression in the
country will be held from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
July 25, at WHAM’s 250th
All Day Grand Celebration
Open House. From 2 to 4
p.m., there will be live en-
tertainment and an auction
ceremony, plus silent auction
winners presented.

“As WHAM celebrates
our nation throughout the
month of July, we also cele-
brate the community that has
supported us for more than
20 vyears,” said Whitlock,

noting the organization’s
20th anniversary gala is Nov.
20. “We have been helping
the community for all those
years. A lot of people don’t
know about us.”

WHAM Art Association
welcomes donations for the
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, which provides “in-
novative, multidisciplinary,
arts-inclusive programming,
exhibits, and projects for
the diverse communities it
serves,” according to its mis-
sion.

Visit WHAM-art.org for
information about WHAM
classes, workshops, exhibits
and programs.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@
iniusa.org. Submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email them

10 AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet
our Civility Guidelines.

Friends Vicki Sommers draws her rescue dog “Woody” while her friend Diane Johnson draws her dog “Toby.” (Independent
Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)



BRIEFS

City council cancels work
session for Aug. meeting

The Surprise City Council will not
have a work session when it returns
from its summer break on Tuesday,
Aug. 4. A regular meeting has been
scheduled for 6 p.m. at Surprise City
Hall Council Chambers, 16000 N.
Civic Center Plaza.

The council typically meets on
the first and third Tuesdays of every
month, except July. The meetings are
carried live on Surprise TV as well as
streamed at surprisetv.surpriseaz.gov.

Agendas will be available no later
than 48 hours before the meeting at
surpriseaz.gov/agendas.

Pair of Surprise students
excelling at Ohio school

Two Surprise students were named
to the provost’s list at Ohio University

for the spring semester.

Crystal Dey and Dzeneta Perviz
were among 2,300 students at the Ath-
ens, Ohio, university to make the list.
Qualifying students for the provost’s list
must possess a 3.5 or greater GPA.

Native desert plants
focus of city workshop

Join Melanie Cooley, of Water-
shed Management Group, from
6-7:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 30,
for an introduction on the uses and
benefits of native desert plants.

As part of the city of Surprise’s
Hydrate Series, a workshop called
“Cultivating Native Edibles” will
explore how to incorporate these
resilient species into a landscape.

It is held at the Surprise Water
Education Center, 16126 N. Civic
Center Plaza.

Call 623-222-7159.
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Financial Security Group

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

ovir 25 Years

Of Your Security,
Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

PDAD .
A 9 3
] A

A 9

¢ Living Trusts & Wills

* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds
* Retirement Income Planning
* Insurance & Annuities
* Roth Conversions

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

No legal advice given — Not a law firm

FREE X-RAY &

IMPLANT CONSULT
Call Now 623-214-7898

Implant Expert 30+ Years

e General & Cosmetic

Dentistry

¢ Do You Want To Save
Your Teeth? We Can Help

e Full Mouth Rehab
¢ Denture/Partial Repair

And Reline While You Wait Visit Our
e Lab On Site New Location
. Next To
o We Wll.l Meet Or Beat Safeway
Any Price In Our Area

New
Location!

623-214-7898
13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com




20 July 29, 2026 | Surprise Independent | YourValley.net

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org | OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds |

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES . $ .
legals@iniusa.org szo per market - 30 words Starting at 45 Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement | for one column by three-inch advertisement

To place your ad call us at of choice plus online $15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) *15°° perinch after (maximun size 8.55 inches)
$8590 for color and each additional photo Logo and photos included Logo and photos included

888.665.3848 25¢ extra per additional word 4-weeks minimum No minimum commitment requirement
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will not knowingly CALL MIKE TODAY Hiring' Immediate Part Time $$ CASH $$
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Roxana (T) & Zaniah (B) are a beautiful pair of 2-year-old tabby sisters who have shared every step of life’s
journey together. Closely bonded, you'll almost always find them side by side—whether they're exploring a new
corner of the house, chasing a favorite toy, or curled up together for a cozy nap. These sweet girls have playful
personalities and are curious about the world around them. They love investigating new spaces and entertaining
each other with their adventures. While they can be a little shy when meeting new people or adjusting to a new
environment, patience and a calm home will help them blossom into loving companions. Because Roxana and

Zaniah are sensitive by nature, they would likely do hest in a quieter home
without young children, where they can settle in at their own pace. Once
they feel safe, their affectionate and playful sides truly shine. If you're
looking to add not one, but two wonderful companions to your family,
Roxana and Zaniah are ready to fill your home with twice the love, twice the
purrs, and a lifetime of friendship. See them at the Peoria Shelter, 10807
N 96th Ave, Peoria or call 623-773-2246. Additional cats at PetSmart,
13874 W Bell Rd, Surprise AZ.
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AC/Heating Carpet Cleaning

RNV ESTAREIHERE I B
ScheduleourA/CiTunezupToday
$7500 Installation Special
Need a New System?
Mention this ad for a
| 5% DISCOUNT
ON NEW INSTALLATION &
Heating & Cooling AND FOR ALL VETS \/S;rer:r%kcl\l/le%l'rl]r:;
Residential & Commercial 623-999-8226 An 9
LevelUpHVAC.com | | ©% Bhoma o
il Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964 er Does
Work
Appliance Clean Windows [l iester=s
« Upholste
APPLIANCE WINDOWCLEANING . Tiﬁ)e&Gl’(;th
REPAIR Brlghten « Area Rugs
Up
WE’RE OPEN Dog Odor
Ex-Sears Repairman Reaigrl;gb%ay! Treatments
i G\X/ﬁﬁgfg Expce Dependable 35 Year Steam
felele] 1
® Dryers Selge Screens & Tracks C g e
e Coolers Call Cleaned at FREE
° i/e(f:rigﬁrators EXtra Friendly Quote
® A/C - Heaters ; : .
® Ranges - Microwaves Iielggngm_:_aé)ée Sun City Resident
e Disposals FABOREO Call
® Water Heaters WINDOW Shawn Zimmerman
COLWILL'S CLEANING 080
623.492.9356 (602)252-6499 (623) 1313
1st Place
Computers Winner
In Sun Cities
Carpet
Cleaning
Category
Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, lic:
623-377-3440

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:

*Cool Deck
*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

&

*fixing Old Coatings
Serving the Valley Since 1987
With No Complaints!
Senior Discounts

602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

SUPERCHARGED

ELECTRIC
FREE
ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL® RESIDENTIAL

e Indoor/Outdoor
Lighting

o Appliance Circuits

e Panel Upgrades

o Ceiling Fans

e Troubleshooting/

o Inspection Repairs

o Remodels/Additions

(623)546-7714

wwwi.superchargedelectric.com

Family-Owned &
LICENSED ROC# 181530 # BONDED @ INSURED

Let Us Help
You With Your
Business

Advertising

Call us for details

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

ESPFloor Covering LLC

+ Tile
* Hardwood
¢ Laminates
*LVT & LVP
* Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

Garage Door
Springs
Replaced
Licensed « Bonded « Insured
New Doors & Openers

o Service
o Installations e Repairs

(623)853-3311

ROC #336907

Garage Doors & Openers

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424 )

Licensed » Bonded = Insured « License #300097

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

GARAGE DOOR
REPAIR

ou'
2SAe\;\\|'\ce
Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables
Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
New Construction
Automatic Gate Motors

480-451-1931

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITHTHIS AD

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

ROC 222636

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

OngyRyeT©

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

* LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation

¢ Plumbing & Electrical

 Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards

* Entertainment/
Media Centers

Cell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

1623-466-3683 |

ROC 221600 « Licensed/Bonded

Junk Removal

3R JUNK
REMOVAL
Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small
Schedule Us
Call
623.698.1438
Or Online
3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier
Junk Removal Co

MEDICARE 101

Medicare Basics
FREE Educational
Seminar
August 7th 2026
1st Friday of
Every Month
Learn the Basics
Before you Enroll!
Space is limited

RSVP HERE

OR VISIT

https://tinyurl.com
/localhaps

602-835-1583

LANDSCAPING

OPTION
LAN DSCGARE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

62326876312

Buy it...
Rentit...
Sellit...
Learnit...
List it...
Tellit...
Fetchit...
Smellit...
Tradeit...
Hireit...
Getitl..

i the
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds
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LIBRA
LANDSCAHPING &
HARDSCRAPING LLC
MAKE YOuUR DREAMS A REALITY
Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming
Pavers
Artificial Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping & More

FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B602-762-4766 Juan
&60=2S-301 -_B 194 Libra

NATURE'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience

For all your

Landscape needs.

Lic # K21-153033

15%6 OFF
with ad
Jeff-

602.377.3755

natureshestlandscape
Services.com

Landscaping

WAYNE'S
LANDSCAPING

Complete Landscaping
Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service
Deep Root Fertilizing

SUMMER
SPECIAL |
10% Discount i

623-877-2902

ROC 153581

Licensed « Bonded « Insured

MEET & GREET
MEET LOCAL
INSURANCE AGENTS
Ask Questions
Learn Your Options
Friday July 24th
@ 9:30am
Surprise
Regional Library
16089 N Bullard Ave
RSVP Here

o0
[=]

OR VISIT

https://tinyurl.com
/localhaps

602-835-1583
Moving/Hauling

SUN CITIES
FIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

(602)401-0886

v Operated by,
Local Firefighters

v Packing Service

Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full Service Moving

v/ Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

u have
yoehs\te'!

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree
Care
*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding
* Interior/Exterior
+ Cabinet Repaints/ Fglélg IErs]uS'Lrjr:g?es
Stains SENIOR
* Drywall Repairs Discounts
« Cool Deck Repaints
* PORA Members 623-204-1225
(623) 975-1871
daniel@dzpaint.com
www.dzpaint.com
Roc #240852

PAINTING

COEUIERR 150

Includes Dunn Edwards Paints

SENIOR DISCOUNTS

27 Years' Experience « Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates « Pay Upon Completion

623-418-9194

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner

Quality Plumbing with Quality Sewice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction
(623) 878-1102 * dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Licensed * Bonded © Insured  Lic# (37R122566 « L37 * 122567

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION » REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets
* Faucets

* Water Heaters

* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

—/~— Licensed
by I Bonded

~ Insured *BBB
;ﬂ Roc# 272507

Advertise
Today
Call

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military
Pipe Leak Repair « Fixture Installs * Hydro

Jetting  Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections
Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 ineice
FREE ESTIMATES

or
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED * ROC 353346

Remodeling

ET
THEM
KNOW
WHO
YOU
ARE

TODAY
 GET

RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

08-062-3048

Iniusa.org/classifieds




Roofing

AN

PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial

e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &

TPO Roofing

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

Doing Business Since 2005
We D It’s|Monsoon

o:
* Complete Re-Roof * Tile & Shingle
* Repairs ¢ Coatings * Foam
* Metal ¢ Free Estimates

Season!

Lic #209598
Bonded & Insured

602.358.8458

I
D- CLASSIFIEDg

o/ oca/ Deals!

Get the best of both worlds,
in print and online, all in your local newspaper!

ToPlace a Classified Ad CaIIB_aq 5-3848, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org

sa.org/classifieds

~Tile ~Shingle
~Foam ~Flat
Tile/ Leak Repair
Complete
Re-Roofing
Roof Maintenance &
Inspections
Waterproof Coatings
PORA/Member

g8 30 + Years
Experience in AZ
ROC#122805

Residential
Commercial

Call Today

623-878-9832

YARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call
888-665-3848

‘Iniusa.org/|

classifieds)
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Public Notice Public Notice

CITY OF SURPRISE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that at the date, time, and place
listed below, the City of Surprise Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing
at the request of Brennan Ray with Ray Law
Firm, on behalf of Circle K Stores Inc., relating
to the proposed Conditional Use Permits.

FS24-1579: A Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
with Site Plan for a car wash to allow for the
development of a Clean Freak carwash. The
site is generally located at the southeast
corner of Cactus Road and Sarival Road.

FS24-1580: A Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
with Site Plan for a gas station to allow for
the development of a Circle K gas station
with convenience store. The site is generally
located at the southeast corner of Cactus
Road and Sarival Road.

PROJECT LOCATION

MEETING DETAILS

Planning & Zoning Commission
Date: August 20, 2026
Time: 6:00 pm.
Place: Surprise City Hall
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

At these meetings any member of the public
may appear and be heard relative to this
request or may submit written comments at
any time prior to the Public Hearing. All written
comments regarding this request will be made
part of the record of the City. Any interested
party may obtain an agenda 24 hours prior
to the Public Hearing at the Surprise City
Hall. Please note that this item will be placed
on the next available agenda should the
meeting be canceled or quorum be lost.
Contact Jani Wertin with the City of Surprise at
623-222-3151 or jani.wertin@surpriseaz.gov

for additional information.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, July 31,
Surprise Independent, July 29, 2026/46326_1

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Ruben Rodela with GWA
Architecture, will host a Neighborhood Meeting to
discuss the project referenced below. Any member
of the public may participate in this conversation
as it pertains to this project by utilizing the access
information provided under Meeting Details below.
According to Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant
is required to host a Neighborhood Meeting to
present their project to the public while soliciting
feedback and providing answers to questions.
Please note, the City of Surprise is not the host of
this meeting; however, the assigned City Planner
will be available to provide information as needed in
response to inquiries received from residents.
Applicant: Ruben Rodela; (626) 282-6898;
ruben@garywang.com

City of Surprise: Leslie Carnie; (623) 222-3153;
leslie.carnie@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE:August 12, 2026
TIME:6:00 PM

PHYSICAL LOCATION:
Asante Library
16755 W. Vereda Solana Dr.
Surprise, AZ 85387

MEETING L OCATION

PROJECT LOCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a Panda Ex-
press Restaurant with a Drive-Through Facility on
a site generally located on the southeast corner of
163rd Avenue and Pinnacle Peak Road. Surprise
Planning Case FS26-0313.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, July 24,
Surprise Independent, July 29, 2026/46228_1
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Better hearing should only be obvious
because you're hearing better!

INTRODUCING THE

Virto Infinio

INVISIBLE RECHARGEABLE Al-POWERED

The smallest, most advanced hearing aid ever released. Experience hearing powered by
artificial intelligence all in the size of a device smaller than a dime.

| TRY & INTELLIFIT 1 Programmed with IntelliFit, only available at American Medical Hearing Centers:
I ABSOLUTELY FREE FOR 45 DAYS_ I CHANGING HEARING WITH INTELLIFIT:
Super-Charged Hearing
i NO COSI NO i Aid Performance
I OBL IGA TION.’ I Our proprietary Al-powered apprgach, combined with our expert
I I knowledge, ensures the best possible hearing outcome.
CALL IMMEDIATELY DUE TO Al Hearing Asistant . |
l LI M ITE D AVAI LAB I LITY. ' Global Support allows us to fine-tune your hearing aids anywhere in the world

Surveyed 10/10 Providers experienced better outcomes with IntelliFit
L | - | | | | | - - | | | -

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

FREE FREE FREE FREE

DEVICE HEARING VIDEO IN-HOME
TUNE-UP EXAM OTOSCOPY TESTING

Verify that your current hearing It is important to have your hearing Ensure that your hearing loss isn't We can test your hearing in the
aids work properly. checked annually. just earwax buildup! comfort of your own home.

— 3 VALLEY LOCATIONS —M8M8—
Surprise Sun City West Goodyear

(623) 269-8067 (623) 320-1799 (623) 253-0369

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106 14300 West Granite Valley Dr, Ste B-6 15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105

In Bashas' Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry Across from Hospital, next to Webb Medical Plaza In Parkway Village Plaza - In Between Pizza Hut
and Motor Vehicle Services

5-Star Rated by Patients on Google

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona
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