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10 school
campuses
to get SROs
for upcoming
year

Remaining schools to rely on
subsidized safety officers

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

‘When schools start in Surprise next
week, 10 city campuses will meet their
school resource officer for the year.

The Surprise Police Department is
sending officers to seven public schools
and three charter schools to act as a
positive role model on campus who
helps keep the students safe.

Three of the four Dysart Unified
School district high schools — Shad-
ow Ridge, Valley Vista and Willow
Canyon — and Paradise Honors High
School will keep their SROs.

Cimarron Springs and Sonoran
Heights are two middle schools to re-
ceive them, and Kingswood and West
Point elementary schools will get them
as well.

® See SRO on page 12

Dysart Schools will
educate students on
guidelines for Al

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Educating teachers and stu-
dents on the proper use of arti-
ficial intelligence in the learning
environment is among subjects

the Dysart Unified School Dis-
trict has prioritized for the up-
coming academic year.

The governing board contin-
ued its months-long discussions
about Al guidelines to deter-
mine how it should be used in
the school setting, from admin-
istrative purposes to all staff and
students.

Ashley Longoria, director of
research and achievement, and
Andrew Frazier, director of cur-
riculum and instruction 9-12,
gave a May 11 presentation on
“Generative Al Guidelines.”

From May 20-June 4, an Al
stakeholder committee com-

® See Learning on page 3

Above, Naeli Ortiz,
a sixth grade En-
glish Language Arts
teacher at Luke El-
ementary School, is
among the educa-
tors learning how to
integrate Al into the
classroom this year.
(Courtesy DUSD)
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prising students, teachers, parents and
more, met with the governing board
for three study sessions to talk about
Al opportunities, challenges, staff and
student use, data privacy and security
discussed.

The committee evaluated and rec-
ommended using a district-approved
Al platform instead of a free one to
maintain student privacy. Develop-
ing guidelines, using a highly-vetted,
district-approved Al platform and not
having students use Al in grades K-4,
was among stakeholder recommenda-
tions presented to the board during the
June 22 meeting update from the com-
mittee.

DUSD Communications and Pub-
lic Relations Director Renee Ryon told
the Independent the district has plans
to educate everyone on the guidelines.

“Our plan is a slow, steady rollout to
ensure everything is done well,” Ryon
said. “First step is getting staff up to
speed this school year. The student
rollout will come much later in the pro-
cess.”

For several months, district officials
examined the pros and cons of teachers
and students using Al for class. Some
concerns were raised at the May meet-
ing about how teachers will determine
if students use Al for homework and
learn proper grammar and sentence
structure “if Al is going to correct all of
their mistakes,” asked Board Member
Mary Jane Ziola.

As questions loomed on how Al
would impact the school setting for
all district staff, not just teachers, and
the effect on learning capabilities for
students categorized in kindergarten
through fourth and fifth through 12th
grades, she and fellow board members,
including Denise Destiche and Dawn
Densmore, expressed worries about Al
access for kindergarten through fourth
grade learning.

“If the kids don’t learn the core ba-
sics, and that’s from K through three,
then we’re doing them an injustice,”
said Destiche, adding she supports
teachers using it for lesson planning.

Densmore researched international
concerns noting critical thinking skills
declining from Al use, teachers report-
ing declines in writing, problem-solv-
ing, creativity, conversation abilities,
students losing core skills and what was
termed “cognitive offloading.” She said
she is very concerned that if Al “doesn’t
know something it will make it up.”

Meanwhile, DUSD Superinten-
dent John Croteau, supported using
Al in schools.

“Teachers’ interactions with stu-
dents is the key in this situation,”
Croteau said. “Again, this is a tool.
This is not the teacher. It is very im-
portant that our teachers still make
those connections, monitor student
work, know what their students are
doing, know what students are capa-
ble of and not just using an Al. Obvi-
ously, we cannot control when they
go home, but we do know when they
come to classrooms with an essay all
written with their capabilities, and if
they are capable of even producing
that or by word use.

“Replacing the teacher it is not. It
is a tool for learning, and that is what
we are going to stress. We are never
going to say that this is going to take
place of the teacher, and it won’t, es-
pecially in this district.”

Frasier noted how the district’s Al
guidelines will constantly change.

“One thing we know is Al is always
evolving,” said Frasier of the “living
document” established for the district
as a regularly updated guideline.

Not to replace expertise, judgment
or human connection, the presenters
pointed out how staff can use gener-
ative Al as a professional tool, while
encouraged to use Al “ethically,

® Sec Learning on page 6
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100 reasons to celebrate an American hero

Surprise veteran reaches
his centennial birthday

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
The centennial birthday

of a local U.S. Marine Corps
World War I veteran was cele-
brated with just as much pomp
and circumstance as the coun-
try’s semiquincentennial year.
Both history-making moments
happened in July 2026.

Many came from all over the
Valley and country — family,
friends, veterans, dignitaries
and more — to celebrate Cpl.
John Morgan’s 100th birthday
on July 24 in Surprise.

Veteran David Samaniego,
of VEW Post 285,
planned a Rolling
Thunder-style es-
cort, noted for its
thunderous sounds
of a motorcycle
motorcade.

“We have an opportunity
to thank him — not just with
words, but with our presence,”
stated Samaniego, welcoming
motorcycle riders and all with
“patriotic vehicles” for the
morning’s processional, which
included various makes and
models of newer and classic
vehicles, motorcycles, police
cars and fire trucks, etc.

Arranging “Operation 100:
A Century of Courage” to
honor the WWII veteran, who
served with the Sixth Marine
Division during the Battle of
Okinawa, Samaniego spear-
headed efforts that spread
throughout the community on
social media, flyers, and word
of mouth to “help us line the
streets and show John how
much his service still means,”
noted his initial FaceBook

I hope he feels the love
Sfrom the ciry.”

Kevin Sartor
Surprise mayor

Participants sign a card circulating be-
fore leaving the celebration of the 100th
birthday of U.S. Marine Corps World War
11 veteran Cpl. John Morgan. (Independ-
ent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

post.

Samaniego’s wife, Evelyn,
said their 12- and 15-year-old
daughters were “ready and ex-
cited” to be at the
event. The family
sport-utility vehi-
cle was decorated
to display “100
Years Young” and
“Happy Birthday
Marine” on the windows.

“They did a lot for us to
make sure we are able to live
comfortably. That is why we
are the safest country,” said
Valley Vista High School
marching band section lead-
er, Charlotte Samaniego, 15,
about honoring veterans.

Amid honking horns and
waving signs, participants of all
ages wished the veteran a hap-
py birthday during the proces-
sional in front of his house as
he watched and waved with
loved ones and neighbors
while people drove through his
neighborhood in The Grand.

“I hope he feels the love
from the city,” said Surprise
Mayor Kevin Sartor, who
presented Morgan with a city
proclamation and other mem-
orabilia to recognize the cente-

Surprise Mayor Kevin Sartor shares a moment with U.S. Marine Corps World War Il
veteran, Cpl. John Morgan, as Morgan celebrates his 100th birthday on July 24. (In-

dependent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

narian’s life and service, add-
ing, “We don’t have many of
them left.”

Calling it a “special day
when we can celebrate some-
body who has given to our
country,” Sartor was joined by
the Surprise Veterans, Disabil-
ity and Human Services Com-
mission representatives, Dr.
Gwen Maxfield and Allison
Wisnewski, who gave Morgan
a commemorative coin in rec-
ognition of his service.

“He’s always been a humble
guy,” said the WWII veter-
an’s son, Ken Morgan, of how
proud he is of his father, al-
though he rarely talked about
his military career.

“I can see he was moved
about it,” he added about his
father’s reaction to the display
of supporters driving by his
home and visiting him on his
special day.

The centenarian’s family
from New Hampshire to Cal-
ifornia, and his hometown of

Iowa, traveled to participate in
the momentous occasion.

Calling her grandfather her
“favorite person,” his grand-
daughter, Lindsay Battenberg
of California, said she loves the
stories he would tell her, but
by far, “I told him he’s my fa-
vorite story.”

Adding how his grandfather
is his voice of reason, Brad-
ley Battenberg, said: “He’s
my sense of judgment. What
would grandpa do?”

“I was the ring bearer at
their wedding 95 years ago,”
said Bill Davis, of New Hamp-
shire, who shared he was the
ring bearer at his wedding
when he was 5 years old.

Delarita Ford is the communications
coordinator for The Grand and a reporter
Sfor Surprise Independent. She can be
reached at dford@iniusa

.org. Submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@

iniusa.org.

We are committed to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as long as they

meet our
Croility Guidelines.
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transparently, and in compliance with dis-
trict policy” for instruction and planning, ad-
ministrative and operational support includ-
ing human resources and student support.

“Al is just a tool. It is not a replacement for
the work that we do,” Frasier said, adding
anything put in to an Al tool should be ana-
lyzed and reviewed for what
it is “spitting out to you and
to others.”

The guidelines stipu-
late that staff and students
should only use district-li-
censed tools and should pro-
tect student data when using
Al

While examples of appropriate use for
generative Al included drafting, brainstorm-
ing and generating starting points; customiz-
ing individual student documents, verifying
facts and data in Al-generated content; and
administrative efficiency, prohibited use in-

“Ourplan is a slow, steady
rollout to ensure everything is
done well.”

Renee Ryon
DUSD spokesperson

A (O 3
b A
. . . A 9
Financial Security Group
¢ Living Trusts & Wills
* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds

cluded entering student names, IEPs, photos
or birthdates, submitting Al output without
thoroughly reviewing and revising informa-
tion; replacing collaborative processes with
Al and using unlicensed Al tools.

“Al is a tool that we learn with not from.
Students’ own thinking, creativity,and ideas
are what matters most. We want to keep that
central of course,” said Longoria about how
students can use Al.

The district’s Al use roll-
out plans include sugges-
tions from the AI Advisory
Committee that met to ex-
amine suitable Al options,
then staff and student train-
ing, communications posted on the district
website plus student handbook updates.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.org. Submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to

AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing

a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Crotlity Guidelines.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more
than two opinions for publication
during a calendar month. T'wo sub-
missions in the same issue will not be
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

‘We will promptly correct all
factual errors. We offer a “right of
reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree
with a news story are welcome to
respond with a letter.

Rep. Hamadeh needs to
practice what he preaches

In Rep. Hamadeh’s recent news-
letter, I agree with much of what was
written. However, the newsletter
states, “We defend the freedom to
speak, worship, assemble and petition
our government.”

As I understand it, Rep. Hamadeh
hasn’t met with constituents that are
members of Northwest Valley Indivisi-
ble. They may not agree with his poli-
cies, but they are still his constituents.

The newsletter continues, “Too
often today, the media and those who
hate our country ask us only to dwell
on its perceived shortcomings. We are
told to apologize for our history rather

than celebrate it.

More We are taught to

= focus on what di-
online vides us instead of
Re.aq e what unites us.”
ol Then, unfortu-
atYourVaIIgy nately, the news-
.'net/ SHpliEe letter continues,
independent “As communist

and socialist ideas
continue to gain traction in too many
of our blue cities and states, we are
reminded that freedom is never guar-
anteed.” This is obviously a shot at
the opposing party, trying to label it as
something un-American.

This sounds like sowing division to
me. | agree we should celebrate our
history, but, warts and all, recognizing
where we have fallen short as a nation
as well as being proud of our successes.
A nation can’t improve it if doesn’t
recognize its shortcomings.

In short, Rep. Hamadeh should
practice what he preaches.

Arwin Roe
PEORIA

Abe Hamadeh represents Congressional District 8,
which includes parts of Surprise, Glendale, Peoria,
north Phoenix, Sun City and Sun City West. Submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters, oremail them

10 AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Retiree says she believes
APS rate hikes will hurt us

Summer in Surprise is sweltering,
with temperatures routinely exceeding
100 degrees. Like every household in
the state, my husband and I must run
our air conditioner to stay cool. He is
83, I am 70, and we are both retired.

WEe played by the rules, lived within
our means and saved carefully to retire
in Arizona, which was once known
for affordable living. Yet, it feels harder
and harder to make ends meet.

The costs of basic necessities —
food, gas, water and insurance — have
grown to be astronomically expensive
while our fixed income stays about the
same. The value of our retirement is
shrinking.

To cover bills, I face unbearable
decisions, sometimes skipping medi-
cations for myself and my husband, or
putting off necessary knee and dental
work.

To add insult to injury, Arizona
Public Service wants to raise utility
rates by 14% this year. My monthly
bill already jumped from $70 to $90.
Over 12% of my monthly bill goes
straight to APS as profit, yet [ am
already on a payment plan to avoid
cancellation.

Arizona ranks 12th in retiree pop-
ulation, and this increase will stretch
fixed-income families to the breaking
point. We have already cut back ev-
erywhere we can. We haven’t seen our
grandchildren in Florida in years, and

Speak Up
From Nextdoor & Facebook

Here are some comments about
stories happening in Surprise:

Chinese chain Panda
Express has plans for north
Surprise

“I'm sick of these chains with substan-
dard food.” — Mary S.

“We have enough Panda Express’s in Sur-
prise. Why not a good Chinese Restaurant
like PF Chang’s?” — Barbara H.

“Yuck. Too salty.” — Margaret S.

“Gag.” — Julia P.

“I am sick of the excessive restaurants
everywhere you look because especial-
ly when they are blocking the view of the
mountains from my home with their gigan-
tic building and gaudy colors. And as far
astaste, it's not as good as it was 15 years
ago.” — Colleen S.

I barely drive anymore.

Ordinary Americans are being
squeezed by billionaire corporations,
in my opinion. That is why I am
calling on the Arizona Corporation
Commission to reject APS’s proposed
rate increase and protect Arizonans’

pocketbooks.

Phyllis Hudson
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed
to publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Retired power plant operator is
OK with APS rate hike

I've lived in the Valley since 1970
and retired from the power company.
I have been reading the concerns from
folks about the potential APS rate
increase.

*+ See Opinions on page 9
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I’m a former power plant operator
with many years of hands-on operat-
ing experience here in Arizona and
I'd like to provide some feedback.
Power plant generating equipment,
the support system equipment and
the downstream electrical distribution
equipment all run nonstop 24/7.

Just like things at home, equipment
reaches end of life due to constant use,
wears out or breaks due to the loads
placed on them. Some equipment
needs to be replaced regularly to pre-
vent power outages from happening at
the worst times, especially noteworthy
during the peak season when we all
need ac to live here in the Valley.

It’s true that it’s not going to be
easy on the wallet at times, but we all
chose to live here and we are all are
using the local electrical system unless
you are off the grid.

The system needs to be maintained
so we can count on it when we need
it the most. I worked hard for many
years to maintain our system and now
I can enjoy having a reliable electrical
system.

I understand what I'm paying for
and am willing to pay the increased
operating and maintenance cost. You

get what you pay for.

Mel Meter
SUN CITY

Submit comments at yourvalley.ne/letters, oremail
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed
10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Hamadeh’s rhetoric sounds
more like old Syria than U.S.

Here are some quotes from the
website of U.S. Rep. Abe Hamadeh
from Congressional District 8:

“What makes this nation excep-
tional is its principles. ... We defend
the freedom to speak ... assemble and
petition our government. We recog-
nize that the government exists to
serve the people, not the other way
around. ... It is time to ... defend the
Constitution, protect our God-given
liberties. ... (M)ay we always have the
courage and conviction to fight for her
future.”

Sounds good, right? Sounds Amer-
ican?

But what did Hamadeh say behind
closed doors? How did he character-
ize the American citizens who lined
up peacefully on Saturday to petition
for their right to vote without unnec-
essary restrictions, who protested the
depredations of ICE against immi-
grants and who denounced Hama-
deh’s refusal to hold public meetings
with his constituents?

He called us “crazy,” “commu-
nists,” those “who will ultimately
destroy the country.”

Hamadeh takes pride in being the
son of immigrants who realized the
American Dream after fleeing Syria.
He didn’t mention that his father
overstayed his visa by seven years and

+ See Opinions on page 10
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was not a U.S. citizen when Abe
was born here.

Yet now Hamadeh supports
an administration that has forced
some 6,000 Syrians on temporary
visas to self-deport or face impris-
onment, an administration that
wants to take away the citizenship
of children who, like Hamadeh,
were born in the U.S. to non-cit-
izens.

He denies the most basic of
democratic requirements, the
validity of elections, by continuing
to challenge his loss in 2020.

His disparagement of Demo-
crats, the other half of our two-par-
ty system; his million-dollar
donors and his reliance on the
endorsement of a supreme leader
to win an election sound a lot more
like the old Syria than the excep-
tional United States.

Our founders in 1776 knew
what tyranny was and they would
recognize it today.

I hope we also know what real
patriotism is and still recognize it
today.

Carole Parnell
SURPRISE

Abe Hamadeh represents Congressional District
8, which includes parts of Surprise, Glendale,
Peoria, north Phoenix, Sun City and Sun City
West. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters, or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commutted to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet

our Croility Guidelines.

Why could Abe Hamadeh be
defending the Tate
brothers?

U.S. Rep. Abe Hamadeh of
Congressional District 8 has cho-
sen an unusual cause: defending
Andrew and Tristan Tate, dual
United States-United Kingdom
citizens who face 59 criminal
charges in the U.K., including
rape, sex trafficking, assault and
offenses involving indecent images
of children.

British authorities are seeking
their extradition from the United
States to the U.K. to stand trial
there.

The Tate brothers deny all
charges. They are entitled to due
process. So are the alleged victims.

Instead, Congressman Hama-
deh has publicly argued that the
Tate brothers should not be extra-
dited, portraying the prosecution
as political persecution. Extra-
dition is not a finding of guilt. It
simply allows defendants to answer
criminal charges where the alleged
crimes occurred.

Congressman Hamadeh has
previously supported legislation
to restrict dual citizenship, yet he
now publicly defends two dual
U.S.-U.K. citizens. That inconsis-
tency deserves an explanation.

Whether the Tate brothers are

¢ See Opinions on page 13

BRIEFS

Actors PLAYground to tell story
‘Before 0z’ next

The next Actors PLAYground produc-
tion will take patrons to the land “Before
Oz” this month.

Amber Ryan is directing both a main-
stage and youth production for the story
involving familiar characters Dorothy and
others.

Before Dorothy can visit the land of
Oz, one tight-knit family must embark on
an adventure across America to discover it
for themselves.

L. Frank Baum’s spirited wife, Maud,
recounts times of both laughter and tears
on their journey together, as all the unique
people they meet along the way inspire
the magical characters Frank will bring to
life in “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.”

As Maud reveals the man behind the
curtain as the storyteller he is destined
to become, the fantastical world of Oz is
brought to life for audiences of all ages in
this drama.

Actors PLAYground is at 11340 W.
Bell Road, Suite 105.

The mainstage production will be per-
formed at 7 p.m. Fridays, Aug. 7 and 14
and Saturdays, Aug. 8 and 15, as well as 2
p.m. matinees on Sundays, Aug. 9 and 16.

Tickets for those performances range
between $22.95 to $89.10.

Youth shows will be performed the
final two weeks. Four 7 p.m. shows have
been scheduled for Fridays, Aug. 21 and
28 and Saturdays, Aug. 22 and 29. Two
Sunday matinees on Aug. 23 and 30 will

begin at 2 p.m.

Those shows cost $22.95 to $59.70 for
admission.

Tickets are available at actorsplayaz.
com.

OUAZ releases fall men’s,
women'’s golf schedules

OUAZ men’s and women’s golf teams
will compete in six tournaments across
five states this fall, highlighted by a return
to the NCCAA National Championship.

The 2026 fall schedules were recently
released as the men’s team looks to defend
its 2025 NCCAA national title.

The fall slate opens Sept. 13-15 when
the Spirit travel to West Palm Beach,
Florida, to compete in the Keiser Home
Invitational at PGA National Golf Club.

OUAZ will then head to Le Mars,
Towa, for the Northwest Iowa National
Invitational, scheduled for Sept. 20-22 at
Willow Creek Golf Course.

The Spirit will make their home debut
Sept. 28-29, hosting the OUAZ Fall Invi-
tational at Sterling Grove Golf & Country
Club. The tournament will give both
programs an opportunity to compete in
front of a home crowd before entering the
championship portion of the fall schedule.

OUAZ returns to Palm Coast, Florida,
on Oct. 19-21 for the NCCAA National
Championship at Hammock Beach Golf
Club. The tournament carries added
significance for the men’s program, which
enters as the defending champion.

Martin Romero, DMD

Se habla espafiol

Schedule an

appointment today!

623-999-1200

Parl{ Dentalw

Surprise
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SRO

¢ From page 1

For the charters, Highland Prep and
Legacy Traditional School - West Sur-
prise will be covered.

The city used 17 SROs at Surprise
schools last year, but a tightening city
budget slashed seven of those positions
overall for the fiscal year 2027 budget,
which started July 1.

Arizona’s School Safety Program
Grant will pay for school safety offi-
cers at the remaining Surprise schools.
In that program, more than three doz-
en SSOs in Surprise will rotate be-
tween the remaining public and char-
ter schools — meaning those schools
won’t have a specific officer monitor-
ing the school every day.

SSOs are made up of officers who
are on their day off and picking up ex-
tra side money.

Officer Moore interacts with Ashton Ranch Middle School students in Surprise during his time as a

school resource officer there. (Courtesy DUSD)

The city council indicated during
the budget process that it wants to
find ways to bring back funding for the
SRO program in future years to fully
cover all schools.

The School Safety Program will

SCHOOLS RESOURCE
OFFICER PLACEMENT
IN 2026-27

- Kingswood Elementary

- West Point Elementary

- Cimarron Springs Middle School
- Sonoran Heights Middle School
- Shadow Ridge High School

- Willow Canyon High School

- Valley Vista High School

- Paradise Honors High School

- Highland Prep
pay DUSD $171,000 for each officer - Legacy Traditional School - West
at each school. Surprise
In the SRO program, an officer is
stationed at the school every day to
serve as a resource for students and
® See SRO on page 15
@)
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guilty or innocent is for the courts —
not politicians — to decide.

The people of Arizona’s 8th
Congressional District elected Con-
gressman Hamadeh to fight for us, not
to spend his time and political capital
defending internet celebrities accused
of heinous sexual crimes. The Tate
brothers have lawyers. We have one
congressman.

Abe Hamadeh'’s choice of priori-
ties raises legitimate questions about
whether he is focused on the job
Arizonans elected him to do.

This writer is using a pen name.
Congressional District 8 includes parts
of Glendale, Peoria, north Phoe-
nix, Sun City, Sun City West and
Surprise. Please submit comments
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide vari-
ety of reader opinions, as long as they

meet our Civility Guidelines.

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

The writer is using a pen name. Congressional
District 8 includes parts of Surprise, Glendale,
Peoria, north Phoenix, Sun City and Sun City West.
Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed
10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Resident: Don't fight with
ICE officers doing their jobs
Are self-respect and dignity still

valid attributes? My husband taught
our son that you don’t argue with a
cop; he’s just doing his job — and
often risking his/her life in the process.
You present your case to the judge for
a hearing.

ICE officers are just doing their
jobs. If they do it incorrectly, a judge
should handle it. I have actively
protested and marched for many
causes — always respectfully and with
dignity. Law-abiding people should
never fight with officers, verbally or
physically. That in itself would pre-
clude these incidents of unintended
consequences.

The majority of people over-
whelmingly elected the presidential
candidate who loudly and repeatedly
voiced his intension to rid America of
illegal immigrants.

The place to register your view-
point is at the ballot box, not phys-
ically interfering with the law. This
constant frenzy at the proposed ICE
detention center is a sad portrayal
of a person arguing the “dignity” of
every person. You can be dignified
in validating your cause. The person
stopped by an ICE agent can be digni-
fied by acquiescing at their arrest. If
they are innocent of breaking the law,
they can prove that in court. We are,
after all, a nation of laws. At least, we
are supposed to be.

Carolyn Gelazela
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed
10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.
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Surprise health center joins
HealthU Clinics

The Surprise office of Arrow-
head Health Centers is now part
of HealthyU Clinics, which an-
nounced the acquisition of loca-
tions in Glendale and Scottsdale
as well.

HealthyU Clinics completed
the acquisition of the location
at 17061 N. Avenue of the Arts,
Suite 100 on July 28.

“WEe are excited for this op-
portunity to bring Arrowhead
Health into the family,” said
Varesh Chaurasia, chief executive
officer of HealthyU Clinics. “The
providers and staff are deeply
dedicated to providing compre-
hensive and quality care in the
Valley. Joining HealthyU Clinics
makes it possible for their patients

BRIEFS

to access an even more extensive
pool of resources to help them
further maintain their health and
well-being.”

The other two Valley offices to
make the switch over are at 16390
N. 59th Ave., Glendale, and 2629
N. Scottsdale Road, Suite 101,
Scottsdale.

Arrowhead Health Centers has
operated since 1997.

The care teams and staff at
their three locations will remain
the same.

“The acquisition by HealthyU
Clinics helps current and future
patients further personalize their
care and take control of their
health by providing seamless
and connected access to a larger
network of primary and specialty
providers along with behavioral
health services,” the company

\V LET THE

Sun Health’

Good, Tines

ROLL

said in a release.
Visit healthyuclincs.com for
more information.

Tot Time program signups
are around the corner

The city of Surprise is helping
kids ages 3 to 5 enter the exciting
world of learning through the Tot
Time program.

This state-licensed program is
designed for young children and
focuses on kindergarten readiness
through a blend of educational
and recreational activities.

The Parks and Recreation De-
partment is launching registration
for its upcoming 2026-27 pro-
gram, allowing Surprise residents
to secure their spots starting on
Monday, Aug. 10. Registration

will open to non-residents the
following Monday on Aug. 17.

The Tot Time program starts
Sept. 8 and runs through May 13,
2027.

This year, the program will be
located at two sites: Sierra Mon-
tana Recreation Center, 14861
N. Spring Lane, and Countryside
Recreation Center, 15038 N.
Parkview Place.

Each location will operate from
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays.

Registration must be completed
in person at the Parks and Rec-
reation Office, 15960 N. Bullard
Ave.

Space is limited, so early regis-
tration is strongly recommended.

Visit surpriseaz.gov/TotTime
or call Susan Dangerfield at
623.222.2210.

Freedom Plaza | Peoria

Whether you're aiming for victory or
just playing for laughs, every game at
a Sun Health community is a chance
to connect, stay active, and enjoy the
great outdoors. From bocce ball to
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. (623) 400-8262
R SunHealthCommunities.org
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The Colonnade | Surprise
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school personnel.

The SROs help the school with
early intervention and crisis responses
when needed.

The officers also help keep students
safe by teaching skills such as crime
prevention and social media awareness.

SROs work daily with school ad-
ministrators, teachers, counselors and
families and participate in threat assess-
ment, crisis planning and emergency
preparedness.

The officers leave all school disci-
pline matters to the school administra-
tors.

SROs are required to annual training
the Arizona Department of Education
and the Arizona Foundation for Legal
Services and Education provide.

They also keep an activity log track-
ing their time on campus. Part of that

time comes serving as a member of the
school safety program team, where the
officer works with school personnel on
safety strategies on campus.

One interesting part of the agree-
ment between the Dysart Unified
School District and the city of Surprise
is mention of the Arizona statute that
calls for no boycott of Israel.

All parties agreed to not engage in a
boycott of Israel, as that term is defined
in state law. It has been part of state
statute since 2019 and an aspect of the
agreement between the city and school
district the last few years, DUSD
spokesperson Renee Ryon said.

According to the agreement, the of-
ficers started their jobs this week and
will remain on campus until one week
following the end of that school year.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org.
Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meer our Crotlity Guidelines.
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Backpack event helps school return checklist

Nonprofit stocks up students
at West-MEC Surprise
campus

Hundreds of Valley students are
headed back to school with the sup-
plies and confidence they need for a
successful year thanks to Backpacks
4 Kids AZ, which hosted its annual
back-to-school giveaway on July 18
at West-MEC’s Northwest Campus,
13201 W. Grand Ave.

Backpacks 4 Kids AZ is a local
nonprofit dedicated to supporting
children and families through school
supplies, food assistance and com-
munity outreach. By partnering with
local businesses, organizations and
volunteers, the nonprofit works year-
round to help ensure students have
the essential resources they need to
succeed both in and out of the class-
room.

“This year’s event was an incred-
ible success and we were honored to
supply more than 500 Arizona stu-
dents with backpacks, school sup-
plies and other essentials to help them
start the school year prepared,” said
Michelle Tallberg, director of Back-
packs 4 Kids AZ. “There is nothing
more rewarding than seeing young

Students pick up backpacks and school supplies
during the Backpacks 4 Kids AZ giveaway July
18 at West-MEC’s Northwest Campus. (Courtesy
Lavidge/Emma Wolff)

students walk away excited, confi-
dent and ready to tackle a new school
year.”

West-MEC served as the venue for
this year’s drive, opening its North-
west Campus in Surprise to families
while students and staff from the
medical assisting and cosmetology
programs volunteered throughout the
day.

“We have partnered with Back-
packs 4 Kids AZ to support them on
their incredible mission to provide
school supplies to Valley families in
need,” said Stacy Ray, West-MEC
medical assisting instructor. “We
are so grateful for their generosity
and vision. They change lives every

Haircuts were part of the day at the Backpacks
4 Kids AZ event July 18 at West-MEC. (Courtesy
Lavidge/Emma Wolff)

year during this event. Watching our
students walk hand in hand with ele-
mentary schoolers as they picked out
their supplies was incredibly heart-
warming. We saw middle school and
high school students with the biggest
smiles as they made their selections.
There is nothing more rewarding
than giving back to the community.”
In addition to receiving school
supplies, families were invited into
West-MEC’s student salon for com-
plimentary back-to-school haircuts.
West-MEC  hairstyling students
worked alongside Valley beauty pro-
fessionals, providing free haircuts to
over 100 participants, helping stu-
dents begin the school year feeling

confident and ready for the class-
room.

“Events like these remind our stu-
dents why they chose this profes-
sion,” said Allison Bearden, West-
MEC cosmetology instructor. “A
fresh haircut can give a child confi-
dence as they walk into a new school
year. We're grateful to Backpacks 4
Kids AZ for allowing our students
to be part of such a meaningful day
while gaining valuable hands-on ex-
perience serving real clients alongside
experienced industry professionals.”

The annual Backpacks 4 Kids AZ
event demonstrated the impact that
can be made when nonprofit organ-
izations, volunteers, local businesses
and educational institutions come to-
gether to support families across the
Valley.

“Our mission doesn’t stop here.
We host events throughout the year
to continue supporting local families
and we encourage everyone to get in-
volved,” Tallberg said.

For information about Backpacks
4 Kids AZ or to support its mission,
visit bp4kidsaz.com.

To learn about West-MEC’s Med-
ical Assisting and Hairstyling pro-
grams, visit west-mec.edu.

Presbyterian
Church

Fait

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

| God’s love is always
in season.

Come worship with us!

Pastor Greg Emery

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00 pm * Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

Join us for worship

Sun. 8am & 10am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350




Eric Marsollier in Concert!

An organ performance major, Eric brings his artistry and passion for the

instrument to a program showcasing the beauty, power, and versatility of

the organ through classical masterpieces, beloved hymns, and inspired
improvisations on familiar melodies.

Sunday, August 16t
3:00pm
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“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE

PALMER'S 1974!
KtchenS Bath & Beyoud

(RAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE o INTEGRITY

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
FOR HOME UPDATES
INCLUDING:

¢ Kitchens ¢ Counter Tops

* Bathrooms ° Flooring

* Walk-in Showers ¢ Painting

* Walk-in Tubs ¢ Outdoor Living

— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

YT XL g 623-977-4458

PROJECT $5000 OR MORE www.PalmersandBeyond.com

Must mention this offer at time of signing. :'Elrysg{}\g
Call Today 623-977-4458

ROC269037 | Licensed | Bonded | Insured
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Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering deanings with our hygienist!

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!

Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Call Today!
623-229-6576

www.azcrowncenter.com © 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 « Surprise, AZ 85374

Dysart Unified School District will be participating in the National School Lunch Program and Commu-
nity Eligibility Provision at 11 schools this upcoming year. (Courtesy DUSD)

Reduced, free meals
return to Surprise schools

Select campuses operating
free breakfast, lunch program

Dysart Unified School District
will be participating in the National
School Lunch Program and Com-
munity Eligibility Provision at 11
schools this upcoming year.

As part of the National School
Lunch Program program, DUSD
will offer meals every school day for
$1.50 (breakfast), $2.75 (elementa-
ry/middle school lunches) and $3
(high school lunches).

Children may also qualify for free
or reduced-price meals.

Students at eligible CEP schools
will receive free meals. Those stu-
dents will receive one free breakfast
and lunch every school day without
having to submit a household appli-
cation.

Second meals and a la carte items
will still be available to purchase at
their paid rates.

In lieu of a household application,
families should submit an alternate
income form at schoolcafe.com.

The following 11 schools have
been approved to operate Communi-
ty Eligibility Provision:

+ Countryside Elementary School

+ Dysart High School

+ Dysart Middle School

+ El Mirage Elementary School

+ Kingswood Elementary School

+ Luke Elementary School

+ Riverview School

+ Surprise Elementary School

+ Thompson Ranch Elementary
School

+ Valley Vista High School

+ West Point Elementary School

As part of this program, meals are
provided at no cost to students at-
tending the schools above.

Children can get free or re-
duced-price meals if the household’s
gross income falls at or below the lim-
its on the Federal Income Eligibility
Guideline chart.

To apply for free or reduced-price
meals, the school district recom-
mends applying at schoolcafe.com.

Paper applications are available
in each school office and can be re-
turned to the school once completed
unless the household has already re-
ceived notification that their children
are approved for free meals this year.

Applications include a letter in-
forming households of the availabili-
ty of free and reduced-price meals for
their children and what is required to
complete on the application.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org | OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES . $ .
legals@iniusa.org szo per market - 30 words Starting at 45 Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)

for one column by three-inch advertisement

To place your ad call us at $15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) ,
$8590 for color and each additional photo Logo and photos included Logo and photos included

888.665.3848 25¢ extra per additional word 4-weeks minimum No minimum commitment requirement
Estate Sales Employment Automobiles AC/Heating

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online

NOTICE @ WANTED  older cars =ry
Independent REWARD Estate Sale Aﬂg)lpl):anr? Ti%%f]ft;r NIGHT 1940's 50's 60's 70's Mmm mm H ERE]!
. Auto Engine Shop. ) : Schedule)Your;A/CiTunezupiToday!
Newspapers Wed-Thurs-Fri-Sat Chevy and Ford WATCHMAN 80’s. Running or not. e e
will not knowingly August 5th, 6th Tth, 8th ﬁ‘;\rfgﬁgﬁgcee;(p"g‘rli:% . Part Time Can tow non running car.
accept any 8:00am—4:00pm computer knowledge, Plaza Companies Please Call or Text me Need a New System?
advertisement that is 14811 W Lupine Lane L Cc‘)fdtg;“;nr Fen A commercial what you have Mention this ad for a
i i . ‘ - i 5% DI NT
llegal or considered Surprise AZ 85374 | | pars oreetwakins | Real Estate Company | 4803758959 or email | TR
fraudulent. In all cases Furniture, Tools phones and Tech call, in Peoria s looking |~ Oldcar@usacom Heating & Cooling AND FOR ALL VETS
of questionable value, LOST CAT REWARD Housewares, Clothes rolable. for night watchman Residential & Commerciel —— 623-999-8226
such as promises of $1,000 Refrigerator, Washer acct phxengine@ to patrol properties LevelUpHVAC.com
guaranteed income from Tommy" Albums. Cassettes gmail.com or after hours, 7:30 pm Golf Cars il Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964
work-thome programs- Electroncs, Patio Sot | | 602-a60-e044 to 2:30 am. Days
'fl')t stnundshtou good to Fire Pit & More! vary. Position patrols $CASH$ pp 9
e true, chances are . : "
that itis. Something For | CALKSIMCUR  rervent buidne $CASH$ APPLIANCE Julie’s
; | Y . ' Senior Care &
Ic:oyunliltzz‘llaz 3;12?31“; 00;: Got Out While on Everyone! He|p Wanted building security afnd $$ CASH $$ WE'RE OPEN Clegplilg; S?err?/ices
th we advi Vacation at The Full Time EXP. House Cleaner |~ reports any suspicious Ex-Sears Repairman
ot bofer o | Hilton Garden Inn Immediate activity. For more For Your i PR | crce Estimates
H i i ® \Vashers
or sending mon([:y ahea%l 16601 N. Stadium Way Engine Builder Opening ,?:3;,212?2,;?:;:8 Od GOlf Cart ° gxféfs Stc:rlvli?e call for
. . i . - ° a )
oftime ucteckwih || MO g || orMseCars | Paidlooflob | amietiplzce RU”I(I“”Q et Morthy Specia
B ’ . ° - Heaters )
b otris e [PURTASORY GrastOppotunty | smorwl | ONOU | i || a8
for previous complaints. 15 Ibs. Dark Gray - Very MUST HAVE 4Iyr Company 623'344'4507 m2_576_5937 : \?\):?:rsﬂZaters Same Day Cleaning
. Thick Hair - White Boots 5. Years Experience Must Have Own eI Same Day Care
Iscellaneous Tail White Underneath roducts, Vacuum Etc. 623.492.9356 ~049"
Miscell W/ References Products, Vacuum E 623-523-2575
More Information ; Barb's House Cleaning Guns/S li
Do you have questions : Mon-Fri 35 Hours
and are needin (Washington) Email Resume to: 623-521-4196 . :
clarification? Call Jenn 509-165-1415 acct phxengine@gmail. BUYING & Buying Running &
of ClarityToday at| | 509-750-4143 com or Now lelngl SELLING GOLD, Non Running Clean Windows
480-392-8118 for| CALL: . GUNS, AMMO, & Golf Carts.
_ 631-678-1474 - Landscape Designer RELOADING .
details. ; We Pick Up Excellent
602-866-8044 BLA. 2 Year Experience -
. flow'edge of Atito Wil buy one gun or ' Cleaning
. lassifieds Dig Studio, Inc.| |  whole colection. & "owl
iniusa.org/classifie GOT Phoenix Email Licensed ceaer. SUNSCREENS l
. . STUFF? brand Best prices around. 10% Off Sun Screens!
justaclick away Do a garage sale! Drandon Alen Bty To Advertise
888-665-3848 @digstudio.com| | 602-918-1999 ocel/Rel sa8cnl s
T Ave et herel For Job #Z 623-8/5-4565| 602-348-8967 |623-341-8197 YourValley.net
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Pets/Supplies Health Care

All Aspects of Home

CASEY is a sweet girl just over a year old who has come such a long way! Casey and her siblings were TNR'd right
outside of 4 Paws when they were older kittens. They were extremely scared and unsure of people, so our team
has spent a lot of time patiently socializing them and helping them learn that people can be pretty wonderful. And
Casey has made amazing progress! Today, she loves being petted and is even discovering that being a ‘lap kitty’
is a pretty great thing. She still isn't a big fan of being picked up, although she will tolerate it when necessary.
Casey is a quiet, gentle girl who will need a calm home where she can settle in at her own pace. A home without

children would be best for her. She can also live with other cats, as long
as they are relaxed and easygoing companions who match her laid-back
personality. Casey may need a little more patience than some cats, but
she has already shown us just how much she can grow when someone
gives her the time and security she needs. With the right person and a
peaceful home, we know Casey will continue to blossom and thrive. Meet
her at the Peoria Shelter, 10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria or call 623-773-
2246. Additional cats at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise AZ.

Carpet Cleaning jl Clean Windows Electrical

SuperSteamers.com

\/Truck Mount
‘/Steam Cleaning

Owner Answers
Phone
Owner Does
Work

« Carpets

« Upholstery
« Tile & Grout
« Area Rugs

Dog Odor
Treatments

35 Year Steam
Cleaning Veteran

FREE
Friendly Quote

Sun City Resident
Call

Shawn Zimmerman

(623)980-1313

1st Place
Winner
In Sun Cities
Carpet
Cleaning
Category

WINDOW CLEANING
Bnh Superior
ghten
Up Concrete Coatings
Your Day! Our Specialty:
ggasor&a}algle *Cool Deck
Pongae *Simulated Flag-Stone
Screens & Tracks *Garage Floor Epoxies
Cleaned at &
No Extra Cost *fixing Old Coatings
References Available Serving the Valley Since 1987
FREE ESTIMATES With No Complaints!
FABOREO A i
WINDOW Senior Discounts
CLEANING 602-486-9598
(602)252-6499 ROCH 354469 Lic/Bond

ELECIRIC
FREE
ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAL® RESIDENTIAL

e Indoor/Outdoor
Lighting

e Appliance Circuits

e Panel Upgrades

o Ceiling Fans

o Troubleshooting/

o Inspection Repairs

o Remodels/Additions

(623)546-7714

superchargedelectric.com

Famtly Owned & ted
LICENSED ROC# 181530 @ BONDED @ INSURED

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, lic:

623-377-3440

It's like having

THIGANTIC
. SUtcESs g

TIIE BIASSIFIEIISI
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES - SERVICE « INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424

Licensed = Bonded - Insured - License #300097

Floor Coverings

IMPROVEMENT

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs

Serving the Valley ﬂoﬂsTRUCT\@

Since 1999
FREE Kitchen & Bath
Estimates Remodels

¢ LVP & Laminate

623-780-2687

Flooring Installation

¢ Plumbing & Electrical

e Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards

* Entertainment/

Garage Door Media Centers
Springs Cell phone users please include
Replaced the area code when dialing
Licensed « Bonded « Insured I
New Doors & Openers 623'466'3683
o Service ROC 221600 « Licensed/Bonded
o Installations e Repairs
(6238533311
ROC #336907

ESP Floor Covering LLC

* Tile
+ Hardwood
+ Laminates
+LVT & LVP
+ Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp
HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES &

Licensed, Insured, Accredited | V/SA

Ask
About Our
Senior &
Military
Discounts,

WAL

3R JUNK
REMOVAL
Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small
Schedule Us
Call
623.698.1438
Or Online
3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier
Junk Removal Co

—__—§ -

LANDSCAPING

FIRST CPTICN
LANDSGARE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623:687:63;12:

FLOORS £ MORE 4 o
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES LLG

LFINDSI:FIPING 8¢
HARDSCAPING LLC

MAKE YOuUR DREAMS A RERALITY
Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming
Pavers
Artificial, Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping. & More

FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B602-762-1766 Juan
60=2-301 -_B 194 Libra

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs
4 Luxury Vinyl Plank
4 Laminate ¢ Carpet
4 Vinyl & Basehoards
b23:024:3472

John Brunetti
35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded
ROC 313488

39 ASK ABOUT
Yf \o) 1\* T”E M A Ny
09 SERVIcEg
SYRVZ E OFFcp,
“The Premijer Handyma“"

480.442.2543

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com
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MEDICARE 101| |MEET & GREET
Medicare Basics MEET LOCAL
FREE Educational INSURANCE AGENTS

Seminar Ask Questions
August 7th 2026 Learn Your Options
12:30PM Friday August 7th
It Friday of @312:3(_]Dm
Every Month Regioul:zlr:.sizrary
Learn the Basics
Before you Enroll! IGUBgsNVE l;:l?;d Ave
Space is limited .
RSVP HERE E E
OR VISIT
https://tinyurl.com
ORVISIT /localhaps
https://tinyurl.com 602—835-7583
/localhaps . :
602-835-7583 Moving/Hauling
e
sl | FIREFIGHTERS
WAYNE'S MOVING
LANDSCAPING | ©

Complete Landscaping
Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service
Deep Root Fertilizing

i SUMMER
i SPECIAL

623-877-2902
ROC 153581
Licensed « Bonded « Insured

Inthe Classifieds!
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

(602)401-0886

v Operated by
Local Firefighters

v Packing/Service

Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full Service Moving

v/ Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

BuUY:
Sell!

iniusa.org/classifieds

* Interior/Exterior

« Cabinet Repaints/
Stains

« Drywall Repairs

« Cool Deck Repaints

* PORA Members

(623) 975-1871

daniel@dzpaint.com
www.dzpaint.com
Roc #240852

Plumbing

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION * REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets

* Faucets

* Water Heaters

* Garbage Disposals
623-670-8060

=== Licensed
\ < Bonded

4 Insured *BBB
E Roc# 272507

Tree Removal

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE

Professional
Arborist Tree
Care
*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

Pipe Leak Repair « Fixture Installs « Hydro
Jetting « Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections
Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 ineice
FREE ESTIMATES

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED - ROC 353346

Remodeling

Do people
know you

have a
website?

Use a print
ad to inform
and remind
people to
go to your
website:

Put YOUR

website

address
here

Advertising
gets results!

Call
888-665-3848

YourValley.net

Doing Business Since 2005

- -
It’s|Monsoon
Season!

We Do:
* Complete Re-Roof * Tile & Shingle
* Repairs ¢ Coatings * Foam
* Metal ¢ Free Estimates

602.358.8458

Lic #209598
Bonded & Insured

SELL
YOUR
STUFF

Inthe Classifieds

sza 00

per paper = 30 words or less

2
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMEUDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds
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ZAVA

PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS

e Residential - Commercial

e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &

TPO Roofing

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

America’s #1 Awning

Call1-877-363-1321 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Tyler Carr with RKAA Architects,
Inc., will host a Neighborhood Meeting to discuss the
project referenced below. Any member of the public
may participate in this conversation as it pertains
to this project by utilizing the access information
provided under Meeting Details below. According to
Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant is required
to host a Neighborhood Meeting to present their
project to the public while soliciting feedback and
providing answers to questions. Please note, the
City of Surprise is not the host of this meeting;
however, the assigned City Planner will be available
to provide information as needed in response to
inquiries received from residents.

Applicant: Tyler Carr, 602-955-3900,
tcarr@rkaa.com

City of Surprise: Alex Ferruccio, 623-222-3164,
alex.ferruccio@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE: Wednesday, August 26, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM
PHYSICAL LOCATION:
Rancho Gabriela Elementary School (Media Room)
15272 W Gabriela Dr., Surprise, AZ 85379

MEETING LOCATION

PROJECT LOCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A Conditional Use Permit with Site Plan for the con-
struction of an approximate 2,311 square foot drive
through restaurant on a vacant pad located east of
the southeast corner of Cactus Road and Reems
Road. Surprise Planning Case FS25-1014.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, August 7,
Surprise Independent, August 7, 2026/46579_1

CITY OF SURPRISE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that at the date, time, and place
listed below, the City of Surprise Planning
and Zoning Commission and City Council
will hold Public Hearings at the request of
Kimberly Euers of YESCO, LLC., on behalf
of SimonCRE Asante, LLC., relating to the
proposed Comprehensive Sign Program
(CSP) Amendment.

FS25-1042: A CSP Amendment to add Lot 3
and associated sign design standards to the
existing Asante Trails CSP. The site is gener-
ally located on the southwest corner of 163rd
Avenue and Pat Tillman Boulevard.

PROJECT LOCATION

MEETING DETAILS

Planning & Zoning Commission

Date: August 20, 2026
Time: 6:00 pm.
Place: Surprise City Hall
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

City Council
Date: September 15, 2026
Time: 6:00 pm.
Place: Surprise City Hall
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

At these meetings any member of the public may
appear and be heard relative to this request or may
submit written comments at any time prior to the
Public Hearing. All written comments regarding
this request will be made part of the record of the
City. Any interested party may obtain an agenda 24
hours prior to the Public Hearing at the Surprise
City Hall. Please note that this item will be placed
on the next available agenda should the meeting
be canceled or quorum be lost. Leslie Carnie with
the City of Surprise at 623-222-3153 or Leslie.Car-
nie@surpriseaz.gov for additional information.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, July 31,
Surprise Independent, August 5, 2026/46518_1




Public Notice

CITY OF SURPRISE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that at the date, time, and place
listed below, the City of Surprise Planning
and Zoning Commission and City Council
will hold Public Hearings at the request of
Withey Morris Baugh, PLC relating to the
proposed project.

FS25-1081: The project requests a Minor
General Plan Amendment from Neighbor-
hood Character Area to Commerce and
Office Character Area and a Rezone from
Rural Residential (RR) to Regional Com-
mercial (C-3) with a Planned Unit Devel-
opment (PUD) overlay. The request is to
allow a flex business-tech park on a 7.52-
acre vacant site generally located at the
southeast corner of the Happy Valley Road
and 157th Avenue.

PROJECT LOCATION

MEETING DETAILS

Planning & Zoning Commission
Date: August 20, 2026
Time: 6:00 pm.

Place: Surprise City Hall
16000 N. Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

City Council
Date: September 15, 2026 Time:

6:00 pm.
Place: Surprise City Hall 16000 N.
Civic Center Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

At these meetings any member of the public may
appear and be heard relative to this request or may
submit written comments at any time prior to the
Public Hearing. All written comments regarding this
request will be made part of the record of the City.
Any interested party may obtain an agenda 24 hours
prior to the Public Hearing at the Surprise City Hall.
Please note that this item will be placed on the next
available agenda should the meeting be canceled or
quorum be lost. Chris Sexton with the City of Sur-
prise at 623-222-3134 or Christina.Sexton@surpri-
seaz.gov for additional information.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, July 31,
Surprise Independent,August 5, 2026/46515_1
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Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink
Customers

The Arizona Corporation Commission designated
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier
within its service area for universal service purposes.
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for residential voice
lines are $18.47 per month and business services are
$21.00 - $40.32 per month. Specific rates will be provided
upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline program, which
makes residential telephone or qualifying broadband
service more affordable to eligible low-income individuals
and families. Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled voice
service or $9.25/month for qualifying broadband or
broadband bundles. Residents who live on federally
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional Tribal
benefits if they participate in certain additional federal
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is available for
only one telephone or qualifying broad-band service per
household, which can be either a wireline or wireless
service. Broadband speeds must be at least 25 Mbps
download and 3 Mbps upload to qualify.

A household is defined as any individual or group of
individuals who live together at the same address and
share income and expenses. Servicesare not transferable,
and only eligible consumers may enroll in these programs.
Consumers who willfully make false state-ments to obtain
these discounts can be punished by fine or imprisonment
and can be barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit https://
www.centurylink.com/aboutus/community/community-
development/lifeline.html for additional information about
applying for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with
questions.

Sell Your
Old Car

In the Classifieds

$2000

per paper « 30 words or less

W,
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds
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@R =T

THEPARKATSURPRISE.COM | (480) 630-5119

The Park at Surprise

14630 W Parkwood Drive | Surprise, Arizona
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