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the‘TOWN CRYERS’

www.TownCryers.com

Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568

Office: 623-977-1776
17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

Sandy & Lew Cryer
602-402-4568

Allison Cryer McFarlin
480-416-9474

SATURDAY, AUG 15™
10:00AM-NOON
23100 N. Drifter Way,

SUN CITY WEST
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ,
R-Meeker, L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd.,
R-Dusty Trail Blvd., R-Drifter Way

SUNDAY, AUG 16™
10:00AM-NOON
15357 W. Black Gold Ln.,

SUN CITY WEST
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ,
R-151st., L-Deer Valley, R-Executive
Way, L-Black Gold Ln.

15357 W. Black Gold Ln., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7002574
Dir. Bell Rd/RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st., L-Deer Valley, R-Executive Way, L-Black Gold Ln.

Highly sought after Prescott model. Home has1872 sq.
ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath, den & great room floor plan. Home
is located just a block & half from SCW's Desert Trails
GC pro shop. Don’'t Wait! Call Today to View!

23100 N. Drifter Way, SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7062138

Dir. Bell Rd/RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., R-Dusty Trai Blvd., R-Drifter Way
Popular Rio Verde model (expended). This 1612sq. ft. home has
2 Bdrms (split), 2 baths plus an added den/office/craft studio. Both
bathrooms updated including walk infroll in showers (2023). Paid
off solar lease. Quick close of escrow is possible. No neighborhood
HOA fee. This one is one you'll want to see! Call today to view!

NOTE:

FOR MORE PHOTOS &
INFORMATION ON EACH
OF THE HOMES SCAN
THEIR RESPECTIVE
QR CODE

For The Up To The
Minute Market
Information Visit:

www.TownCryers.com

15192 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7059982
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st, L-Corral Dr., R-Acapulco. L-Las Brizas Ln.

Highly desired Prescott model is located on the 7th fainway of Desert Trails GC. This
1856 sq. ft. home has 2 Bdrms (spit), 2 baths plus a den. New roof underlayment
2022, HVAC in 2020 & kitchen appliances 2019. Quick close of escrow is possible.

Home has been well maintained. This one is one you'l want to see! Calltoday to view!

22202 N. Cochise Ln., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7051608

Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker., L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., L-Tom Ryan,
R-Via Manana, L-Las Brizas, R-Pecos, L-Cochise Ln.

Popular La Paz model located in the Palm Ridge Rec. Cntr. area of
SCW. Home has1086 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 2 bath, great room floor
plan & a block wall fenced private backyard. New roof underlayment
2026. Neighborhood HOA allows pets & rentals. Call today to view!

Call the “Town Cryers”
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis
of your home’s value & the details on how your

home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!
Call Today! ... 602-402-4568

12635 W. Eveningside Dr , SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7040339
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.
Fabulous panoramic view of Stardust GC's 4th & 5th fair-
ways & greens. Home has 2599 sq. ft., 3 large bedrooms
(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-
ed 175 Sq. ft. art/crafts studio or office. This home is truly
special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!
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News in Brief

AAUW will take
part in PORA Bingo

The American Association of
University Women will participate in
PORA Bingo on Sunday, Sept. 13,
and Sept. 27 as a fundraiser for schol-
arships for women and girls.

The event begins at 4 p.m. in the
social hall at the R.H. Johnson Rec-
reation Center, 19803 R.H. Johnson
Blvd. Doors open at 2:30 p.m.

The regular American Associa-
tion of University Women Northwest
Valley meetings are at 9 a .m. the
third Thursday of the month from
September to April at the Sun City
West Foundation, 14435 R. H. John-
son Blvd. Several special interest
groups are available to join including
bridge, food and wine groups, Eu-
chre, book clubs, hiking club, travel
club, women’s history, Mah Jongg,
great decisions, girlfriends, Arizona
adventures and more. This year there
are new STEM co-chairs.

A fashion show at Briarwood
Country Club to benefit the scholar-
ship program is featured every year.

Membership in AAUW is open

to anyone holding a degree from a
regionally accredited college or uni-
versity.

Foundation hosts RideChoice
application workshop

Sun City West Foundation’s Find
Your Ride program will host a free
RideChoice application workshop
from 10 a.m.-noon Thursday, Aug.
20, at the Sun City West Founda-
tion, 14465 R. H. Johnson Blvd.

The workshop is designed to help
eligible residents better understand
the Valley Metro RideChoice pro-
gram while providing step-by-step
guidance throughout the application
process. Many residents qualify for
transportation assistance, but have
questions about eligibility require-
ments, required documentation
or the application process. At this
workshop, individuals will receive
personalized assistance.

After attending the workshop, el-
igible applicants can schedule their
next-step assessment with the City
of Surprise rather than at the Valley
Metro Mobility Center.

To register, call 602-662-4260.

BilG g TIRES.

*80-°120

INSTANT SAVINGS’

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES WITH
INSTALLATION PURCHASE.
VALID 8/1/2026 - 8/31/2026

e NEXEN TIRE
@ $1 0 0 IN REBATE
SAVINGS"

plicate o
an Rebate Fulfillment Deta
apply to Mastercard®, use restrictions. Customer must appl

LOCAL SHUTTLE SERVICE 1O AND FROM HOME

< SUMITOMO TIRES

On your purchase of $599 or more when
you use your Big O Tires® and Service
Credit Card. Valid 8/1/2026 - 10/11/2026

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

LUBE CHASSIS* - REPLACE FILTER » 22 POINT INSPECTION

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically Ow20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations * Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's « Most cars and light trucks « Shop supplies addlitional
Plus up to $6 disposal fee » Excludes Diesels + *Lube chassis where applicable + Not valid with other offers + No cash value
See store for details * Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expires 9-15-26 + SUR-726

TOTAL AUTO CARE

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On)
Brakes ¢ Alignments
Suspension & Steering

* BEAT THE HEAT!

$199% .

Evac & Recharge

A/C PERFORMANCE

CHECK

Batteries * Faulty Windows
All Routine Maintenance

NEW OFFICERS FOR AAUW NORTHWEST VALLEY

The American Association of University Women Northwest Valley Branch held installation of new of-
ficer for 2026-2027: Nancy Wilson, records and membership; Janet Ricco, programs; Marge Haber-
man, newsletter and Webmaster; Dorothy Alexander, programs; Shelby Merwin, president; Karen
Bunting, co-president elect; Kathy Long, pubic policy; Lynn Cepichan, public policy; Kathie Morgan,
co-recording secretary; Elizabeth Chek, programs; Marge Whitman, finance vice president; and Lynn
Brooks, co-president elect. Past presidents Rosemary Dougherty and Kate King also took part in the
program. The regular American Association of University Women Northwest Valley meetings are at 9
a.m. the third Thursday of the month from September to April at the Sun City West Foundation, 14435
R. H. Johnson Blvd. (Submitted photo/AAUW)

We'll thoroughly inspect your compressor,
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

WE SELL

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA » Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional + With coupon « Not valid with any other offer

Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expires 9-15-26 + SUR-726 AN D INSTALL
L BicaTREs | GOLF TIRES

SURPRISE - 14023 W. GRAND AVE - 623-537-7911
SURPRISE - 16880 W. WADDELL RD - 623-975-4200
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STITCHERS KEEP BUSY

Residents who like to be creative and learn new ways to stitch projects can join Creative Stitchers. There
is a teacher for each craft, including counted cross stitch, needlepoint, hardanger, embroidery, smock-
ing, rug hooking and punch needle. Membership is $10 a year and is open to Sun City West residents.
The group meets 8-11:30 a.m. Mondays at Kuentz Recreation Center Kiva room, 14401 W. R.H. Johnson
Blvd. To use the club room, two or more members are required. The general meeting takes place the
third Monday of the month. Residents can stop by on Monday mornings to see what the club is all
about. Visit stitchers.scwclubs.com or call John Harrison at 480-363-6392 for more information.
Pictured, Leslie Mag embroidered a quilt and Gail Kilstrom cross stitched Princes Dianna. (Submit-
ted photo/Jeanette Hill)

| music |
Church hosts free organ concert

Desert Garden United Church of
Christ, 18818 N. 128th Ave., will
host a free afternoon of organ music
and inspiration, featuring Eric Mar-
sollier, 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 16.

Marsollier comes from a family of
musicians, according to a media re-
lease, which added he is studying or-
gan musicology. Dennis and Claudia
Marsollier serve as the church’s mu-
sic directors; Dennis Marsollier since
2016, and Claudia Marsollier, the or-
ganist/handbell director, since 2009.

“An organ performance major,
Eric brings his artistry and passion for
the instrument to a program showcas-
ing the beauty, power and versatility
of the organ through classical master-
pieces, beloved hymns, and inspired
improvisations on familiar melodies,”
the release noted.

Regular in-person and online ser-

Organist Eric Marsollier will perform 3 p.m. at
Desert Garden United Church of Christ, 18818 N
128th Ave. in Sun City West. (Courtesy of Desert
Garden United Church of Christ)

vice times are 9:30 a.m. Sundays for
worship and 11 a.m. coffee hour for
fellowship. Chair pilates is offered 11
a.m. on Wednesdays, according to
the website.

Visit desertgardenucc.org.
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USA, assumes no responsibility
for unsolicited material.

Shoreline
¢ From page 1

project Aug. 5 and when the block is
finished, concrete will fill the cells, cap
the top and waterproof the backside.
Waterproofing was also completed on
the dirt. Recreation Centers of Sun City
West Senior Superintendent Dan Maur-
er said filling the cells is what gives the
wall strength.

Patty said it may not seem like there is
a big water savings, but with all of these
types of projects, the savings add up,
which is important when little rainfall is
recorded.

The water in the existing lake was
pumped out, but Patty said natural seep-

YourValley.net | Sun City West Independent | August 12,2026 5

age and evaporation took the water line
down as well.

“We have 42 lakes throughout all sets
of golf courses to date and 16 have been
through a shoreline repair,” he said.

Earlier this year, Brian Whitlark,
USGA Green Section regional director,
visited Sun City West to conduct a re-
port. When asked about the shoreline
projects scheduled for the courses, he
said these projects help with the overall
health of the course and the issue of ero-
sion.

Maurer said the block will be tapered
down due to causing a safety issue if the
grade is too steep, and it will also help
with the playability.

Another part of this project includes

the side of the tee box, where officials
had it scraped down to lower and level
the tee. Landscaping on the bank be-
tween the lake and tee box will start in
early October.

Fill dirt was needed to complete this
project, and Maurer said the dirt re-
moved from the shoreline was used to
level the tee.

“Any projects we do, we do not haul
anything out. We save what we can for
other projects down the road,” said Pat-
ty.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be reached at jjimenes@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We

are committed to publishing a wide variety of reader
opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Bowling
¢ From page 1

working to get everything in place. Mean-
while, other things were completed such
as foul lights, ball tracks, gutters, cap-
ping and theme boards above the lanes.

Mary E. Evans posted on the Recre-
ation Centers of Sun City West Face-
book page last month last month when
the lanes opened stating, “Looks great
love the new backboards. We had an ex-
cellent time. Good work all.”

Zarick said some lights on the ma-
chines will get turned on, but not pre-
pared and every new machine will run
500 cycles, which is about a nine-hour
project that will run with no bowlers.

“Then I can start giving lanes out and
throwing bowling balls down because it
is different than the machine just going
and running by itself,” he explained.

In addition, the speed of the ball re-
turn is monitored and strategically set to
ensure the safety of bowlers retrieving
their ball.

The hope is for the entire project to
be completed by Friday, Aug. 14.

Zarick said officials really thought
they were going to be done in July, but
unexpected shipping delays pushed the
entirely of the project back.

The closure also included all summer
leagues, which Zarick said impacts rev-
enue, but said the lanes are always so
busy and that is a blessing.

Other changes that have taken place
in the Sports Pavilion include painting,
removing old decor and re-felting of 20
pool tables in the billiards room. In that
room, Zarick said carpet, ceiling tiles,
ceiling fans, window treatments, a mural
new furniture and pool cue racks have
all been added in the shorts two years he
has been the manager.

The pool table lights will be changed
out as well, but the order still has to be
filled with the remaining 10%. Zarick
said there has been some outside people
have shown interest in purchasing the
old lights. Another company purchased
the old pinsetters and the Recreation
Centers of Sun City West was able to
get $66,000 for those older machines.

“Those machines had 60 million cy-
cles on each one of them, which is very
abnormal,” said Zarick.

He said the Johnson Bowling lanes
are some of the busiest in the country,
with 30 leagues coming up this fall. The
lanes are packed from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
just about every day.

Bowler Jim Wilson bowls there three
times a week and said with the original

machines getting taken out that were
over 20 years old, the challenges of me-
chanical issues and old decor are gone.

“Here you do not have the screaming
music and flashing strobe lights as when
you go to other places. Those are geared
more towards families and kids,” he ex-
plained.

Wilson said decorum remains in the
Sports Pavilion and most are residents
of Sun City West.

With the replacement of the pins from
wood to synthetic, Wilson said everyone
is trying to get used to it, explaining the
same bounce from the pins off each oth-
er is not as good because the synthetic
pins seem to be more absorbent.

Every two years, the old wood pins
had to be replaced due to chipping,
which was a $17,000 investment. With
the synthetic option for a pin, Bruns-
wick officials believe these pins could
last between three and four years. How-
ever, Zarick said with 300,000 games of
bowling being played a month, he will
have to wait and see. But so far those
have held up great.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be reached at
Jjimenezs@iniusa.org. Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@

iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Civility Guidelines.
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Save with our SPECIALS

EXTENDED FOR AUGUST! ARIZONA HEAT IS HERE! SUMMER TIRE CARE PACKAGE

Summer Service Event! F R E E $ II 5 9 . 9 5

SEASONAL OFFER
WHAT'S INCLUDED
v Computerized Alignment Check
/ Precision 4-Wheel Alignment
v/ Tire Rotation & Balance (if applicable)
He[p protect your vehicle v Tire Pressure Check & Inflation

5 , v Steering & Suspension Inspection
from Arizona’s extreme heat. ~ Comprehensive Tire Wear Evaluation

OFFER CODE CC0075
Bqttery Test Expires September 30, 2026

One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

COO I i n g System I ns pectio N Must mention code at time of service

e e A/C Performance Check
qFrt‘Jél I§ilyt2trh§rt\lg r?“ Tire Inspection Senlor Military & F|rst
ge Responder Discount

$44.95 Fluid Check 15% Off

Includes FREE Brake, Tire & up to $150
Allgnment Checks Can not be combined with other offers.

Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most cars Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most cars Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most cars
and light trucks. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 8/31/2026. and light trucks. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 8/31/2026. and light trucks. Coupon must be presented at time of service. Expires 8/31/2026.

18855 North R H Johnson Boulevard
Sun City West, Arizona 85375

623-584-6400

Mon - Sat 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Now Open Saturdays!
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CENTENNIAL
INEASING & SALES

Now Open in Sun City West!

« All Makes and Models of New Vehicles

« Quality Used Vehicles at Fair Prices

- Trade-Ins Accepted and Financing Available
« CNA Extended Service Contracts Available

WELCOME AAA MEMBERS
HAVE AN EXTRA CAR? WE’LL BUY IT!

6.3% SALES TAX ON MOST TRANSACTIONS

Trusted in Arizona since 1989

% %k kok

2,000+ Reviews
13632 W Camino Del Sol - Sun City West

602-683-2101

| AUTHOR
Resident’s writing journey
began in elementary school

Passion for writing continues
to grow

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Since the second grade, Sun City
West resident Rita Hanner-Ward has
been writing.

‘While life continued, she knew she
always wanted to be writer and back
in the early 2000s is when her second
husband, who was also a writer, en-
couraged her to nurture her talents.

Her journey started as a small pub-
lished writer, but lacked the resourc-
es with agents or publishing houses.
Eventually, life got in the way and
according to Hanner-Ward, chal-
lenges pushed her writing to the side.

After the death of her husband
who truly believed in her, she was
prompted to resurrect her work and
30 years later it is a passion she pro-
fessionally works at every day.

Hanner-Ward said she is an indie
author who has produced two novels,
written three screenplays and poetry.

“I had an amazing 2025 with
creativity waiting to be unleashed
and now I am on fire, and I live and
breathe it. When I do not get to my
writing [ get grumpy,” said Han-
ner-Ward.

Hanner-Ward said the relation-
ships she has with her readers as an
indie author keeps her going, as well
as her dedication to keep learning
and rolling up her sleeves to learn
e-books, audio books and designs her
own covers and jackets for her books.
She has learned along the way to
trust herself and voice.

In July, Hanner-Ward attend-
ed the International Impact Book

. Aards Fvent @ Black Tie Gala in

Rita Hanner-Ward at the International Impact
Book Black Tie Gala last month. (Submitted pho-
to/Rita Hanner-Ward)

Phoenix. She received the Multicul-
tural and Interracial Romance Award
for “Red Flash” and “Tears of leman-
ja, Books I and II of the Gem Prove-
nance Legacy.”

“My writing is my day job and
you have to be totally dedicated, not
something you just do on occasion.
Dedication is the primary tool and if
you are not willing to sit down and do
the hard work, you are not going to
succeed,” she explained.

Visit ritahanner-ward.com.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, [ will do my part to help my
community become a safe place for people
to engage in civil discourse about public
issues. Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to
take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an open fo-
rum for our readers. We hope to stimulate de-
bate, not to dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name and phone
number, so we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your photo. All
opinions must be no more than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal attacks or
complaints about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two opinions for
publication during a calendar month. Two sub-
missions in the same issue will not be published.
The content of a submission is the responsibility
of the person who submitted it.

SpeakUp

‘We support the use of pen names. Too
many people don’t speak up because they fear
intimidation or even danger to their families
and/or careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

In the Aug. 5 issue of the Sun City West
Independent, the article titled “Arizo-
na Fire & Medical Authority lock box
price nearly quadruples” should have
stated the cost for AFMA officials to
purchase a lockbox is $175, and the
current cost for the box is $168 as of the
last order.

We will promptly correct all factual errors. We
offer a “right of reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a letter.

APS should pursue nominal
rate hikes, not 14%

In response to Mel Meter’s
editorial comments supporting
the proposed 14% rate increase in
one year by for-profit monopoly,
APS, I offer my comments and
observations.

Meter suggests that the pro-
posed massive increase is war-
ranted due to operational and
capital costs. I disagree! These
costs have been well known for
years and in some cases decades.

Given the long life of most
capital assets, replacement can
and should be funded with nom-
inal increases in rates over time
to capitalize a “sinking fund”
reserved specifically for future
spending on asset replacement.

A request for a 14% increase
in rates demonstrates either
corporate greed or extremely
poor planning on the part of APS
management; maybe both? In
any case, ratepayers should not
be required to shoulder such a
massive increase in a single year.

In a competitive market, APS
would not be able to do this
as their customer base would
decrease immediately. Perhaps
the best thing that the Arizona
Corporation Commission can do
to protect consumers that have
the bad fortune to be in the APS
service area is to limit profit-
ability to no more than 2% to
3% annually, including funding
for future expenses in a sinking
fund or something similar. This
profitability would be guaranteed
as there is no competition for
the product and future expenses
can be reasonably estimated and

planned in advance.

Monopolies are permitted in
the USA by very few exceptions,
utility companies being one such
exception. As such profits should
be limited to a minimum.

One final thought for Meter
since he believes that this in-
crease in rates is reasonable and
warranted. I suggest that he begin
sending an additional 14% more
than his monthly bill to APS
immediately as a gift. [ am sure it

would be gratefully accepted.

Tom Slade
SUN CITY

Lawmakers creating
expensive ‘legal hell’
for HOAs

It appears our lawmakers want
to take our rights to control pet
ownership in our HOA communi-
ties. (Arizona lawmakers work to
keep HOAs from dog discrimina-
tion, by Howard Fischer).

I feel Republicans and MAGA
have betrayed us. The U.S. Con-
stitution Articlel, Section10 and
the Arizona Constitution Arti-
cle11 Section 25 forbid laws that
limit our right to freely contract
with each other. HOA residents
agree to live under their own pet
rules; that is our right.

In my 50 years of legal expe-
rience, I found that lawmakers
don’t care about our pets; they
care about real estate investors
who want to take senior citizens’
homes.

Big dogs frighten many older
frail seniors, and lawmakers know
it. One big dog could control se-
nior voters in a whole building. A
big dog jumping on a frail senior
to give them a kiss can knock

down them down, breaking a hip,
shoulder or wrist.

Lawmakers are creating an ex-
pensive, complicated legal hell for
Arizona HOAs. In some states,
HOAs avoid the pet controversy
by banning all pets.

Legislators have no respect for
reasonable people, in my opinion.

Finally, I share my years of
pet foster care experience. My
neighbors aid elderly and frail se-
nior dog owners by walking their
dogs and helping them. Many
pets are surrendered by transients
who lost their pet care network
of friends and family when they
moved to Arizona.

The cost of pet veterinary
care and feeding is outrageous.
Pet owners do not have the extra
cash. Many adults are working
longer hours and two jobs with no
time for their pets.

I believe lawmakers are attack-
ing HOAs when landlords are the
big problem. One barking dog or
pet owner who does not clean up
dog poo can run off good tenants.

Our lawmakers must make
responsible accusations based in
fact against HOAs.

Scott Mitzner
SUN CITY WEST

Why I don’t support
ICE detention facilities

I have lived in Arizona for
72 years and in my 72 years, |
have lived in neighborhoods and
gone to school and church with
Mexican Americans. I did not
ask them if they came here legally
or illegally because I didn’t care.
They were hard-working people
trying to make a good living for

® Sece Letters on page 12
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13912 W Stardust Blvd, #114, Sun City West, AZ 8537

Interested in finding out
what your home is worth?

Call Angela Brunetti 623-824-3405

11-MONTH OR 18-MONTH CD or Jessie Laux 623-755-4780
o for a complimentary, no obligation
/o Market Analysis of your home.
. APY* HomeSmart REsults Group
623-544-5000 + WESTERNBANKS.COM Jessie Laux Angela Brunetti
19440 North RH Johnson Blvd ¢ Sun City West o 23 T80 el :ﬁ:;:zzhﬁ;zg;i"m

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 7/13/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit License: SA655396000 License: SA669360000
required to open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC. .
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Letters
¢ From page 10

their family.

Has the woman who told us how
good the conditions are in ICE de-
tention facilities been in one? Where
is she getting her information? What
I see and hear on bipartisan news
media is not anywhere close to the
truth.

Also, the gentleman who ques-
tioned the phrase of “concentration
camps.” What would he call a place
where hundreds of people are confined
without a trial? Do we not remember
what our government did to Japanese
Americans during World War II?

History is repeating itself. Do we
never learn how cruel it is to treat
human beings this way?

The original purpose of deportation
was to deport the worst, but that is
not what is happening. I agreed at first
when we were told only the worst of
the worst were to be deported. But we
are deporting people who are look-
ing for a better life for their families.
They do jobs many Americans feel are
beneath them.

‘We might as well send the Statue
of Liberty back to France because the
words don’t appear to mean anything
these days.

U.S. immigration laws make it hard
for people to come in legally. Some are
doing exactly what they are required
to do but are being picked up outside
their hearings for citizenship.

Everyone has the right to their

opinion, but praising ICE agents who
have killed several Americans is moral-
ly wrong in my book.

Chris Lahaie
SUN CITY WEST

What’s happening with
RCSCW’s annual golf card?

This next segment of Recreation
Centers of Sun City West shell game
budgeting is titled “fun with num-
bers.”

Until the end of the fiscal year
that ended on 6/30/26, golfers who
purchased an annual golf discount
card paid $3,900 up front, including
a fee paid for the use of a credit card
whether they used one or not. The fee
is built into the cost of the card.

Assuming that fee was 3%, the
RCSCW kept $3,783 of the $3,900,
with the balance of $117 going to
the credit card processor.

With the new budget that start-
ed 7/1/26, the cost of the card was
increased to $4,050, a $150 increase
from the $3,900. What didn’t hap-
pen, though, was an adjustment to
the cost of the card to account for
there no longer being any credit card
fee included in the cost.

If golfers want to continue using a
credit card to buy the card, they will
now be charged a 3% fee on top of the
$4,050.

What should have happened is
the $150 should have been added
to the $3,783 base cost of the card,
making the new amount $3,933, not
$4,050 — if we had an honest bud-

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

get. Instead, RCSCW keeps the full
$4,050, meaning not only was the card
increased by $150, there’s another
$117 buried in there since there
wasn’t any adjustment for no longer
having to cover that fee.

It’s just another example of the
financial sleight of hand played by
the people who are supposed to be
working for us, not themselves. By
the way, the budget for legal and
professional fees increased 35.2%
and is now just shy of a quarter of a
million dollars.

Pray tell, does anyone have any
clue why such a large increase was
needed? I sure don’t.

Frank Bagnato
SUN CITY WEST

Happy that Surprise
ICE facility is delayed

I was happy to learn recently that
our Attorney General Kris Mayes was
able to at least stall Department of
Homeland Security’s plan to convert
the industrial warehouse in Surprise
into an ICE detention facility.

She managed to get a court-stip-
ulated agreement between DHS and
ICE. At this point they are legally
prohibited from performing any
construction, retrofitting or detention

of individuals at the site until a formal
environmental assessment is finalized.

State officials estimate the manda-
tory environmental study will create
at least a nine-month delay to the
project.

The facility site is directly across
the street from a Rinchem chemical
storage warehouse that local leaders
and the state AG argue pose severe
safety hazards. The project faced
protests, community opposition and
scrutiny over its proximity to area
schools, like Dysart High School. It is
less than a half-mile from residential
neighborhoods and would also cause
a serious strain on local municipal and
emergency services.

ICE purchased 11 such warehous-
es across the country for just over $1
billion of taxpayers’ money! But since
the purchase, the administration has
had to scale back on its initial plan for
the warehouses, and is now seeking to
offload seven of those warehouses.

Unfortunately, the Surprise ware-
house is not one of the seven about to
be sold or given away.

I believe the agreement between
DHS and Arizona is a major win for
the people of Surprise.

“My ofhice will keep fighting to en-
sure the law is followed,” Mayes said.
That’s a comfort to me. It may not
solve the problem forever, but I'm glad
Attorney General Mayes is on the side
of the people since our current admin-
istration seems to be against us.

Lorie Lux
SUN CITY WEST

Thousands of Trusts Created » Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

= FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
" Establishing a New Trust
= Probate / Trust Administration

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378 » DanaWhitingLaw.com

HAPPY HOUR 3PM - 5PM

15% OFF

With Coupon. One Coupon Per Table.
(Not For Delivery)

PRIVATE ROOM
AVAILABLE, SEATS

35 PEOPLE

MON - SAT

11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

9803 W Bell Road, Sun City, AZ 85351
480-635-4801




When four fading Broadway stars hear about a small-town high school’s decision regarding the
annual prom, they swoop in to save the day - while also hoping to revive their own careers. Their

over-the-top activism clashes with small-town traditions, leading to chaos, comedy, and ultimately,
change. The Prom is a joyous celebration of being true to yoursglf and dancing to your own beat!

YourValley.net | Sun City West Independent | August 12,2026 13

Limited time only, while supplies last. Naturally and artifically flavored.

Goodyear
13824 W McDowell Rd, Ste 106
Goodyear AZ 85395

(623) 547-7415

Glendale
5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103
Glendale 85308
(602) 938-9866

Buy 1 Dozen
Bundtinis, |
Get 1 Dozen Half Off

Disclaimers: Expires 08/31/26. Not valid online or
on the Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit I
one (1) offer per coupon per day. Decorations
not included. Offer applies to cake products

I only. Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes® I

Peoria Buckeye
24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101
Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383 Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-850-8884 623-335-9490

bakeries listed when you show this offer in
bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable on
previous orders. No cash value. Coupon code

Surprise PhoeniX North may not be reproduced, transferred or sold.

J Internet distributi trictl hibited. C: t

15552 WBell B, 5te 1 & Soon be combined with any other offers or discounts.

Surprlse, AZ 85374 1710 W Happy \/a||e\/ Rd Offer may not apply to premium priced items.
(623) 200-5441 Phoenix, AZ 85085 LOther restrictions may apply. J

Cate

“Just Great...Like Always”

Dine-In or Take-Out

TUESDAY 8/18

MONDAY 8/17

BREAKFAST

SERVED ALL DAY adss::f:‘;nu
Open Evervda on Facebook
p7 am-7 :,ym y @ royalcafe.az

WEDNESDAY 8/12

Baked | Beef Tips
Flsh over noodles

with soup or salad
with 3 sides >

sl 0 ] 0 0(plusta><)

THURSDAY 8/13

58.99....

Chicken
Enchiladas

with rice and beans

S8 u 9 9(plus tax)

FRIDAY 8/14

Spaghetti | Chicken Fried
ONLY Steak

with 2 sides
36l99 (plus tax) 39.99 (plus tax)
SATURDAY 8/15

Beef Brisket

with two sides + soup or salad

SI 3 .99(Plus tax)

2-Piece
Fish Fry

with fries and coleslaw

sg.gg(plustax)
10793 WEST GRAND AVENUE « SUN CITY = 623-875-0676

SUNDAY 8/16
BBQ i
Bad Turkey Dinner

with mashed potatoes, green beans & stuffing
with 3 sides

SI 3- 50 (plus tax) sglggmlustax)
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This is more than
a place to live.

Itsaplace
to come alive.

SENIOR LIVING DESIGNED FOR you.

Call to book a tour or RSVP
for our upcoming event.

WINE & CHEESE SOCIAL
THURSDAY, AUG. 20th - 3:00PM

THE HERITAGE

TRADITION

19303 N. New Tradition Road * Sun City West

623.223.7512
THEHERITAGETRADITION.COM

%
< \&
ANSRG SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY =) & ',;G'l &g

Meeker ™\

Blvd

Camine del Sel

New
Location!

Bell Ad

R iohnson 8

FREE CONSULT & 3D X-RAY
FREE ORAL CANCER SCREENING

Call Now 623-214-7898

Denture Repair and Reline While You Wait
« General & Cosmetic Dentistry
« Implant Expert 30+ Years
+ Do You Want To Save Your Teeth? We Can Help
« Lab On Site

13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

DONATION

Banner Olive Branch Senior Center team members Heike Newman, Angela Bertty, Jennifer Lawless
and Sharon Christensen accepted the donation from St. Mary’s Food Bank representative Yocelyn
Ruiz. (Submitted photo/Banner Olive Branch Senior Center)

Senior Center receives
donation from St. Mary’s

Grants, donations make up
52% of total funding

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A recent donation to the Banner
Olive Branch Senior Center will
help to ensure food availability for
those in need.

The senior center received a
$5,000 donation from St. Mary’s
to support pantry operations at the
senior center. Banner Olive Branch
Senior Center team members Heike
Newman, Angela Bertty, Jennifer
Lawless and Sharon Christensen
accepted the donation from St.
Mary’s Food Bank representative
Yocelyn Ruiz.

Senior center director Lawless
said officials are grateful to have the
support of Banner Health, howev-
er, only 48% of funding comes from
this organization.

The remainder is covered by
grants and donations.

“We are so fortunate to have
support from the Banner Health
Foundation, the philanthropic arm
of Banner Health. Our largest grant
comes from the Area Agency on
Aging, and we have been funded

by them--through the Older Amer-
icans Act--for a very long time,”
said Lawless.

Lawless also seeks grants and
opportunities online, as well as
through grant platforms.

The $5,000 donation will be
used to buy shelf stable food to sup-
plement the pantry on days when
inventory is low.

Grocery donations received and
redistributed in 2025 included
1,123,152 pounds of food.

“That equatesto 1,347,782 meals
and based on a standard valuation
of donated food ($1.73 per pound)
that equates to $1,943,053 in do-
nated food,” Lawless explained.

Lawless said from 2024-2025,
she started seeing about 13% less
food through July and that went
down from 2024-2026. The ran-
dom day program helps to get
through the 500 patrons each day.

In 2025, there were 86,207 peo-
ple visited the pantry and currently
through June, 62,000 people have
come through

The Banner Olive Branch Food
Pantry is open 7-11 a.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.
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2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!
A TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO

Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

13701 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

r-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_1

AAA MEMBERS .
GET 15% OFF LABOR BEAT "™
A d nspection
UP T0 $150.00 Auto Repair Comets e etk
. i i I H E A/C System Tune-U
Engme nght Scan RestoreVCold,eﬁicientcoolingp

* Estimate Comparison H E A I ! Cabin Air Filter/HVAC

; Cleaner air, better airflow
* Fluids & SUMMER SPECIAL

Air Pressure Check Battery Test & Inspection
I s 9 9 Check battery health & charging
15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
> Up o 5150.00 [ Full Coolant Exchange

e T REsE o a8 w=pE = EmEme—T | Protect engine from overheating

LUBE OIL FILTER, I

I Plus sales tax. Up top 160Z freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined

|
| TIRE ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, | b — -t s el
AIR & CABIN FILTER IF"""COMPLETE ELUID .

Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 1 EXCHANGE PACKAGE !

! 11 TP I
or FULL Synthetic $149.99 1S QO i woecion, |
Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. I I Transmission Service (up to 5 quarts
[

of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil. of transmission fluid), Cooling System
Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined Service (up to 2 gallons of coolant)

with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 8/31/26 Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

|
|
|
|
|
|
FULL SYNTHETIC
I UBE, OIL, FILTER LUBE, OIL, FILTER ”ALL WHEEL AL'GNMENTI
|
i
i
|
i
|

2 49 9 s 5 9 9 9 11 Helps prevent early tire
1 wear with computerized
Frequent, vital engine maintenance Frequent, vital engine maintenance I I
includes refill up to 5 qts. of includes refill up to 5 qts. of I I 4-\Wheel

accuracy. Plus we inspect
steering/suspension.

semi synthetic 5W-30 oil. full synthetic 5W-30 oil.
Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined

Yith any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8131/26 Does not include Shap Suppie. Plus sales tax. Most vehils. Vans, fucks, Pats and ear sims exta f needed

Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 8/31/26

@7 Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 « We Honor Most Extended Warranties ¢
Approved Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737 '~

Auto Repair Technicians
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LLAN

HMESMART

ARSH

REAL ESTATE TEAM

COMMISSIONS

AS LOW AS

$999*

CALL FOR MORE INFORM

602-803- 9900

ALOHAALLAN@AOL COM

www.casanacare.com

or call 1-585-944-6549
(M-F, 9am-5pm EST)

casana

The toilet seat that quietly tracks your vital signs.
Simple. Private. Built for you.

Limited launch pricing now
available here in Arizona!

The Smart Seat by Casana fits
right on your toilet and captures
your vitals automatically each
time you sit down.

No plugs to charge, nothing to
wear, nothing new to remember.

Call today to learn more.

|___Foop
Decreases in food as patron
numbers increase pose a challenge

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A recent change to the Banner Olive
Branch Senior Center food pantry is
now in place, limiting accessibility for
people outside the nearby area.

Now only Sun City West, Sun City,
Youngtown, El Mirage and Surprise
residents 18 and older are eligible to re-
ceive food from the pantry.

Director Jennifer Lawless said she
is glad the food pantry has been able
to help so many people who come
through, but she has been tracking the
pounds of food and number of people
every month and operationally some-
thing needed to change.

“We have had a 15% decrease in
food over the last two years and about a
10% increase in people and those num-
bers are causing us to run out of prod-
ucts more quickly,” she said.

Ensuring there is enough food for
everyone has been a struggle for Law-
less and after speaking to her team, the
decision was made to look at the origi-
nal mission and service area, as well as
food pantry options in the area.

Approximately one-third of the
people coming through were from
Glendale and Peoria. Other areas rep-
resented include Wittmann, Litchfield
Park and Tucson.

Everyone who previously visited the
pantry from outside of the area were
mailed a letter with at least 20 food
pantries nearby. Lawless wanted to
make sure these personal letters provid-
ed a resource and outreach for those
who were truly concerned with where
their next meal would come from.

“We are working with those people
who reached out through October to
find pantries and get them what they
need,” she said.

Despite the pantry having limited

access, there is a free lunch available to
anyone over 60, no matter where the
individual lives.

Lawless said limited access is a com-
mon practice among food pantries.

She said from 2024-2025, she start-
ed seeing about 13% less food through
July and that went down from 2024-
2026.

The Banner Olive Branch Food
Pantry is open 7-11 a.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.

Lawless said there are 500 patrons
each day and there is a random draw
program in place with colors and num-
bers.

“In 2025 we had 86,207 people
come through and currently through
June, 62,000 people have come through
and we are almost to the number of all
of last year,” she said.

Currently there are 75 volunteers
who are at Banner Olive Branch Senior
Center, with the majority in the pan-
try or on the truck picking up food, but
Lawless said they can always use more
volunteers.

Volunteer Gloria Humble has been
with the senior center for one year after
recently moving to the area. She began
by coming in for lunch and activities
and after watching the volunteers, she
wanted to join them.

Primarily she is focused on breakfast
sign in and pantry check-in. Humble
said she enjoys talking to people and
loves the public volunteering.

“I see the same people and I can
tell when they are having a good day
or not and I know just smiling and let-
ting them know I care really helps,” she
said.

Humble said she found a home at
the senior center connecting with new
friends and spending time in a place
she loves.
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MONITORS KEEP CLUB RUNNING SMOOTHLY

An important function at the Ceramic West Club is having monitors. They work with the officer of the
day to keep the club open and running smoothly. The front desk monitor is responsible for sales, which
includes greenware, brushes and glaze. The kiln room monitor is responsible for checking member’s
pieces in and out of the firing room. It is important to have two monitors working each four hour shift.
Jeanne Driessen and Janet Fyles are trainers for new members. The benefit of being a monitor is free
kiln firings. Every monitor is an integral part of the team at the club. Pictured are Stephanie Klein,
Patti Holman and Judi Mecham. Ceramic West is located next to Member Services at the R.H. Johnson
center. (Submitted photo/BK Pritchett)

PERFORMING ARTS WARDROBE SALE NEXT MONTH

A Stardust Theater wardrobe donation sale is Sept. 3-5 in the Back Forty Room, through the perform-
ers’ entrance behind the Stardust Theatre corner of R.H. Johnson and Stardust boulevards, 14401 W.
R.H. Johnson Blvd. The sale is by email invitation only for performing arts club members 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sept. 3 and opens to the public 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 4 and 5. All items can be purchased by cash only.
Browse items and an extensive costume collection used by performing arts clubs of Sun City West. The
sale is for performers, collectors, crafters, Halloween planners and anyone who enjoys discovering a
unique find. The Stardust Theater will host a large wardrobe, donation only, sale featuring decades
of costumes, accessories, hats, vintage pieces, gowns, dance costumes and one-of-a-kind theater
treasures and wigs. (Submitted photo/Marla Peters)

H FU TURE

o

Leave a

Legacy of Hope

Your IRA can help Arizona foster youth
build brighter futures.

‘ THIS WEEK: A TAX-SMART WAY TO GIVE ‘

If you are age 70% or older, a Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD) may help satisfy your Required
Minimum Distribution while supporting
Arizona foster youth.

Request your Questions? We're here to help.

FREE IRA Eamm——
Giving Guide!

Scan the QR code or visit

azhope.com/ira

Steve Rajakovich
Chief Development Officer

602-258-5860

“Hope & A Future has transformed
the lives of Arizona foster youth for
more than 20 years.”

Governor Jan Brewer
Arizona's 22nd Governor
Board Member, Hope & A Future

experience hope, build confidence, and
create a brighter future.

. Your gift today helps Arizona foster youth

Serving Arizona foster youth since 2004
909 W. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007 - EIN 42-1651764

Ad sponsored by Independent Newsmedia
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| BUSINESS |
Meet Your Business: Seniors Helping Seniors

MY NAME: Julie Vasquez

BUSINESS NAME: Seniors Helping Seniors Sun
City

CONTACT INFORMATION: 480-480-5815 | sunci-
tyshs.com | info@suncityshs.com
TOWN/NEIGHBORHOOD: Sun City/Peoria and the
surrounding area

HOURS OF OPERATION: Our care services are
available 24/7. Inquiries about new services can
be made during regular office hours, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Monday-Friday, and by appointment. We welcome
anyone to schedule a free consultation using our
online scheduling link: calendly.com/julie-sunci-
tyshs/free-consultation.

PERSONAL BACKGROUND HIGHLIGHTS: | was
born just outside Ottawa, Canada; my husbhand
Jerry was born in Cali, Colombia. My parents retired
to Arizona from Indiana to be closer to family. Jerry
and | are home base for our daughter and her
three children, our grandchildren. We also have an
Australian shepherd mix we brought home during
the pandemic.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND HIGHLIGHTS:
More than 13 years of leadership experience

in enterprise technology and high-growth B2B
SaaS, leading product management and product
marketing initiatives at Honeywell and multiple

Financial Security Group

Jared Gough

ovir 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARTZONA TRUSTED.

fast-scaling B2B SaaS companies. | hold a BA in
Spanish from Rutgers University, an MBA from the
Thunderbird School of Global Management (now
part of ASU) and am Six Sigma Green Belt certified.
WHAT I DO: I'm the owner of Seniors Helping
Seniors Sun City — the seventh Seniors Helping
Seniors location in Arizona. My husband Jerry
serves asvice president of operations. We provide
non-medical in-home care built on a peer-caregiver
model, matching active older adults with seniors
who need support. Services include compan-
ionship, meal preparation and shopping, light
housekeeping, errands, medication reminders,
long-distance check-ins, safety and fall prevention,
respite care, light handyman work, yard work, pet
care, memory/dementia/Alzheimer’s care and
personal care. We're also completing the process
to offer veteran services.

WHAT | LIKE MOST ABOUT DOING BUSINESS
HERE: Sun City and Peoria were built on a spirit of
neighbors helping neighbors, and | see what we

do as an extension of that same value. Most of the
time, a good neighbor is exactly what someone
needs — but sometimes a family needs a level of
support that goes beyond what a neighbor can
reasonably provide. People here love their homes
and their community, and we get to help them

PROTECT

WHAT YOU’VE BUILT.

PLAN

WHAT COMES NEXT.

* Living Trusts & Wills

* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds
* Retirement Income Planning
¢ Insurance & Annuities
* Roth Conversions

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

S BEl

izs el No legal advice given — Not a law firm

remain independent in both for longer. We also get
to give reliefto family members who want to stay
close to a loved one but need support to make that
possible.

PREVIOUS OCCUPATION AND WHY I LEFT: This
feels like coming full circle. In college, | directed
activities in nursing homes and before business
school, | ran a community development corpo-
ration. Both were experiences rooted in under-
standing what people actually need and building
something around it. At Honeywell, that same
instinct took me around the world, working with
people from dozens of countries and cultures.
Across my years in product management and prod-
uct marketing, | built a career on developing a deep
understanding of people’s needs and creating
solutions for them. Now | get to do that same work
at kitchen tables instead of conference tables.
WHAT I AM PROMOTING: Our peer-caregiver
model of non-medical in-home care — companion-
ship, meal prep, housekeeping, errands, medication
reminders, fall prevention, memory/dementia/
Alzheimer's care and personal care. Nationally, nearly
70% of retirees will need some form of long-term care,
and Seniors Helping Seniors is one of the only home
care brands built around hiring active seniors to care
fortheir peers.

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE
PALMER'S e 1ordl
KitehewS BAt B Beysud

CRAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE e

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
FOR HOME UPDATES
INCLUDING:

* Kitchens * Counter Tops

* Bathrooms * Flooring

* Walk-in Showers ¢ Painting

* Walk-in Tubs * Outdoor Living

Must mention this offer at time of signing.

“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

RITY
(y !

— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

$500 OFF ANY

PROJECT $5000 OR MORE
Call Today 623-977-4458

WHEN AND WHY | STARTED MY BUSINESS/EM-
PLOYMENT HERE: We recently launched Seniors
Helping Seniors Sun City — the seventh Seniors
Helping Seniors location in Arizona. After 13+ years
building products and go-to-market strategy in the
corporate world, lwanted to bring that same discipline
to something built on relationships instead, and

to run an organization with a direct, tangible
impact on the community around me. It draws
directly on a lifelong thread in my own life:
directing activities in nursing homes in college,
volunteering in hospitals, mentoring youth and
working with community organizations.
WHERE | WAS BEFORE | LEFT AND WHY

I LEFT: | came from a 13-plus year career
leading product management and marketing
at Honeywell and in business-to-business
software as a service (SaaS). | leftto build
something rooted in service and relationships
—areturn, in a way, to work I'd done informally
since college.

MY FAMILY: We also have our daughter and her
three children, our grandchildren. My parents
retired to Arizona from Indiana to be closer to
family. We also have an Australian shepherd
mix who keeps us on our toes.

623-977-4458

www.PalmersandBeyond.com

M‘?G&uv &
B e SCHOA

ROC 269037 | Licensed | Bonded | Insured
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PATIO COVERS * PATIO ENCLOSURES = PATIO RESCREENS
SUNSCREENS » ROLLUP SHADES
Arizona's Best Sunscreens = 602-810-0700

Jason Henderson - Over 25 years experience
azbestscreens.com - azbestsunscreens@gmail.com - PORA & SCHOA Certified - ROC 348596 - bonded - insured

\

Daily news at
your fingertips

Sign up e

INDEPENDENT
f or y our at YourValleynet

newsletter -

Hard to Treat
Toenails?

NEW LASER & OZONE TREATMENT!

Board-certified physicians can
treat your fungus, discoloration,
and painful toenails with

no oral medication!

WE
ACCEPT
MEDICARE

BEFORE

926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121
Phoenix, AZ 85006

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168
Glendale, AZ 85308

13907 W Camino Del Sol, #101
Sun City West, AZ 85375

10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150
Sun City, AZ 85351

A Sole Horizon Podiatry Partner
T:623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

e |
West Valley health center

joins HealthyU Clinics

The Surprise office of Arrow-
head Health Centers is now part of
HealthyU Clinics, which announced
the acquisition of locations in Glen-
dale and Scottsdale as well.

HealthyU Clinics completed the
acquisition of the location at 17061
N. Avenue of the Arts, Suite 100 on
July 28.

“We are excited for this opportu-
nity to bring Arrowhead Health into
the family,” said Varesh Chaurasia,
chief executive officer of HealthyU
Clinics. “The providers and staff are
deeply dedicated to providing com-
prehensive and quality care in the
Valley. Joining HealthyU Clinics
makes it possible for their patients to
access an even more extensive pool of
resources to help them further main-
tain their health and well-being.

The other two Valley offices to
make the switch over are at 16390
N. 59th Ave., Glendale, and 2629 N.
Scottsdale Road, Suite 101, Scotts-
dale.

Arrowhead Health Centers has

The Surprise office of Arrowhead Health Centers
is now part of HealthyU Clinics, which announced
the acquisition of locations in Glendale and
Scottsdale as well. (Submitted Photo/HealthyU
Clinics)
operated since 1997.

The care teams and staff at their
three locations will remain the same.

“The acquisition by HealthyU
Clinics helps current and future pa-
tients further personalize their care
and take control of their health by
providing seamless and connected
access to a larger network of prima-
ry and specialty providers along with
behavioral health services,” the com-
pany said in a release.

Visit healthyuclinics.com.

STITCHERS KEEP BUSY

Residents who like to be creative and learn new
ways to stitch projects can join Creative Stitchers.
There is a teacher for each craft, including count-
ed cross stitch, needlepoint, hardanger, embroi-
dery, smocking, rug hooking and punch needle.
Membership is $10 a year and is open to Sun City
West residents. The group meets 8-11:30 a.m.
Mondays at Kuentz Recreation Center Kiva room,
14401 W. R.H. Johnson Bivd. To use the club
room, two or more members are required. The
general meeting takes place the third Monday
of the month. Residents can stop by on Monday
mornings to see what the club is all about. Visit
stitchers.scwclubs.com or call John Harrison at
480-363-6392 for more information. Pictured,
Cheryl Tyler stitched two travel pieces of San
Francisco. (Submitted photo/Jeanette Hill)
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Valley of Sun Ski Club officers Jack Shoor; Sandy Tiedeman, Mike Wegener and Gini Baker. (Submitted

photo/Dan Roth)

Ski group slates 2027 trips

As Arizona heats up, the Valley of
the Sun Ski Group, which is part of
the Sun City West Sportsman Club,
is already looking ahead to cool
mountain adventures in 2027.

Members and guests are invited to
join two ski trips: Snowmass, CO,,
Jan. 24-29, 2027, and Mammoth
Mountain, CA., Feb. 28-March 3,
2027.

Each trip includes five nights lodg-
ing, four days of skiing with prepaid
lift tickets, roundtrip flights from
Phoenix, a welcome reception and
several added benefits. The club
prides itself on being inclusive, ensur-

ing every participant has a ski buddy
and feels part of the group.

A $200 deposit per trip is now
being accepted to reserve space on
these well organized adventures. De-
posits may be mailed to Valley of the
Sun Ski Club, PO Box 5186, Sun
City West, AZ 85375.

While the group is primarily 55-
plus, family and friends are always
welcome to join the fun and experi-
ence the thrill of skiing with a sup-
portive community.

For more information, contact club
president Mike Wegener at mrwe-
genl@gmail.com or 503-502-2973.

o

2o . We Have Openings in our Life
50 Benevilla
rbx\

Enrichment Day Programs

Benevilla Life Enrichment Day Programs
offer support and companionship to
older adults needing daytime
assistance. This gives caregivers peace
of mind to work, handle personal
matters, or unwind while their loved
one receives quality care and spends
time in a safe active environment.

WE SERVE: Individuals with MCI (Mild Cognitive Impairment),
dementia, stroke survivors, Parkinson’s, and adults with intellectual
disabilities.

THREE UNIQUE PROGRAMS

IN THE NORTHWEST VALLEY

Surprise | Sun City | Peoria

), Ad Sponsored by:
INDEPENDENT
NEWS 1A

SCHEDULE A TOUR: 623-584-4999 | www.Benevilla.org

The Heat,

\ Call
Dlcicle Air

Avtomatic Discounts For All Veterans,
Ist Responders & Seniors 65+

25% Off Repairs &
10% Off Major Purchases
0% A A U ARA U
$25 OFF SUMMER AMERICA’S 250™
5 Year Extended Warranty MADNESS VIP CELEBRATION
$50. OFF MAINTENANCE | |$5O00) QOFEF

10 Year Extended Warranty
Discount applies to ANY new residential
system that has been installed within
two years. Expires 8/31/26.

PER TON NEW SYSTEM
Financing available. Cannot be combined
with other discounts. Expires 8/31/26.

*29.95

Expires 8/31/26.

o1l . 20
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| PETS
Microchips one step of many when it comes to dog safety

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Almost every day there is a lost
or found dog posted on various so-
cial media sites. According to a lo-
cal dog expert, many owners think
simply having a microchip will
ensure the pet will be returned if
found.

However, there are several chal-
lenges to be aware of when it comes
to microchips, including under-
standing how to locate the chip, as
well as registration, which is neces-
sary after the chip is implanted.

Sun City West resident and own-
er of Balanced Canine of Arizo-
na offers a free community safety
seminar to help individuals under-
stand how microchips work. Kris-
tine Hayes-Nibler said after seeing
all the posts coming up about lost

dogs, she thought it was time to help
educate the community through an
educational presentation.

The event is 2 p.m. Monday,
Aug. 17, in Sun City West, with the
exact location to be provided after
registration is complete.

The Sun City West Posse has a
chip reader on site and is capable of
scanning lost dogs. Member Nancy
Jerosi said volunteers at the Posse
know how to properly scan the en-
tirety of the dog, to ensure a chip
is not missed that may have moved
around.

If a posse volunteers finds a dog,
they are not supposed to transport
the animal anywhere, but do have
contact for who will take the dogs
in.

“We will go out and patrol look-
ing for lost dogs if we are notified,”

said Jerosi.

She said resident John Spain will
help locate dogs. Residents can
call him at 305-900-0922 or email
jleb1969@yahoo.com.

Jerosi said lost dogs are found ev-
ery week and one recent Saturday
they found three. She has person-
ally found puppies left outside of
someone’s home and posse volun-
teers were able to find them homes.

“Sometimes we do find the chip
number and we search for the re-
cords to find the owner. Most of
the time we cannot find anyone and
we have to call animal control, but
we do have a lot of people who will
take in animals of residents who
have passed,” said Jerosi.

Hayes-Nibler said just chipping a
dog is not enough. The chip has to
be registered to the owner. She said

when a chip is scanned it provides a
number, no owner information, but
there is a website owners can go to.
There are 60 different registries.

“People fail in two places includ-
ing not registering the chip or fail
to update the contact information
with the registry,” she explained.

Hayes-Nibler warns about com-
panies that have a large registration
fee and then are no longer around
two years later.

The site AKCreunite.com is a
reputable place she suggests to reg-
ister the chip and it costs $22.95 on-
line for the life of the pet. This site
also allows reporting a lost dog and
looking for lost dogs that have been
found. This notifies people within a
specific ZIP code of the lost dog.

Register at kristine_hayes@hot-
mail.com or text 503-522-3720.

3:00pm

Eric Marsollier in Concert!

An organ performance major, Eric brings his artistry and passion for the

instrument to a program showcasing the beauty, power, and versatility of

the organ through classical masterpieces, beloved hymns, and inspired
improvisations on familiar melodies.

Sunday, August 16t

The voice from the
heart of Sun City West

The oldies you grew up with and love
Listen at SunCityWestRadio.com

A N.W. Valley community service of the Sun City West Broadcast Club
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 9/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

America’s #1 Awning

Instant shade at the
touch of a button.
Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Call1-877-363-1321 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

SENIOR X P O e expos

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDI

Surprise - August 18, 2026 - The Colonnade
Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet
Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College
Surprise - January 19, 2027 - The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)
Chandler - February 23, 2027 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 13, 2027 - SCW Foundation Center
Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Sun Cities church slates film screening

Desert Garden United Church of
Christ, 18818 N. 128th Ave., will host
a Movies for the Soul screening of
“Free for All: The Public Library” 2
p.m. Monday, Aug. 17, in Fellowship
Hall.

“Free for All: The Public Library”
tells a story of the quiet revolutionaries
who made a simple idea happen. From
pioneering women behind the “Free
Library Movement” to today’s librari-
ans who serve the public despite work-
ing in a contentious age of closures and
book bans.

Meet those who created a civic insti-
tution where everything is free, and the doors are open to all.

Submitted photo/Rose Mohyla

EASY RIDERS RUN TO MARICOPA MUSEUM

The Sun City West Easy Rider Group, a jeep group within the Sportsmens Club, recently did a jeep run
in the vicinity of Maricopa and visited the Dwarf Car Museum. The museum showcases the handcraft-
ed miniature automobiles of Ernie Adams. The cars were hand built by Adams and drive on the freeway.
(Submitted photo/Nancy Billinghurst)
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RAZZLE DAZZLE
DANCERS SLATE
50/50 RAFFLE, LIVE
MUSIC EVENT

The Razzle Dazzle Dancers will perform

and dance with attendees at a music event
Thursday, Aug. 13, at 1&J) Fountain Restau-
rant, 12221 W. Bell Road. Music starts at
5:30 p.m. with the first performance at 6:30
p-m. Residents will have a chance to take
home cash while supporting local talent

at the 50/50 raffle to benefit the dancers.
Sponsored by local musical duo Thorn & the
Rose, the fundraiser offers participants a
shot at winning half the total proceeds, with
the remaining proceeds directly benefiting
the performance group. Tickets are $1 each
or six for $5. Ticket holders do not need to
be present at the drawing to win. For ticket
purchases, event inquiries or more informa-
tion, email razzledazzledancersAZ@gmail.
com or follow the Razzle Dazzle Dancers on
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. Pictured
is Becky Johnston, one of the Razzle Dazzle
Dancers. (Submitted photo/Deb Wheeler)

GOLF

DT Winners

At Stardust July 29 - Select 9

1st flight: (Handicaps 3-17)

Jim Haaland and Scott Klein (Tied at 22) Mike
Griffith-23

Mike Bashaw, Steve Wolf, Doug Kooyman and Rob
Pape (Tied at 24)

2nd flight: (Handicaps 18-27)

Joe Petrocelli-20 Don Giese-22

John Mitchell and Wayne Hendrickson (Tied at 23)
James Dunn, Jim Deminsky and Tom Flaherty (Tied
at24)

At Echo Mesa Aug. 5

1st flight: (Handicaps 5-16)

Jim Haaland and Ed Lewton (Low Gross Tie) 65
Scott Klein and Wayne Hendrickson (Tied at 59)
Doug Kooyman-62

2nd flight: (Handicaps 17-27)

John Mitchell (Low Gross) 76 Dave Gearhart (Low
Net) 61

Dan Weber-62 Tom Flaherty and Doug Smith (Tied
at63)

John Plum-64

Echo Mesa Women’s Golf Club
Aug. 4
Low Gross/Low Net

FIt. 120 - 37 Low Gross Low Net
Low Gross

Carolyn Lopez 77.0

ReNae Keuck 83.0

Low Net

Janet Eriksson 48

Eileen Fargher 54

Nine Holers

Joanne Honce 42

Jeanne Pribnow 27

GAMES

SCWCBC Scores

Aug. 4

1 Bonnie Mattraw 4690

2 Rita Hughes 4090

3 Dennis Hemmer 4010

4 Chris Lee 3710

Small Slam(s): Bonnie Mattraw and Rita Hughes

Pass-4 Pinochle Tournament Winners
1. Bob Kuhn - 1250

2. Charlie Smith - 1183

3. Ron Moose - 1148

No-Pass Pinochle Tournament

1. Fred Tomlin - 795

2. Ron Moose - 766

3. Kathy Holm - 748

x StepUpStopCancer.org
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| WATER
EPCOR officials do not anticipate water shortages for customers

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona officials are awaiting final
word from the federal government on
an agreement that would reduce the
state’s allocation of Colorado River
water by 760,000-acre feet for two
years.

EPCOR Utilities, Inc., does not
anticipate service interruptions or
water shortages for customers as a
result of the proposed reductions
for customers in Sun City West and
Sun City.

According to EPCOR officials
Lori Denaro, EPCOR plans for
long-term water reliability across all
the communities they serve.

“While the proposed Colorado
River reductions underscore the
challenges facing the Southwest,
water service for customers in Sun
City, Sun City West and our other
Arizona communities remains reli-
able. EPCOR maintains a diverse

water portfolio, including ground-
water, Colorado River supplies,
recycled water and local surface
water resources, and we active-
ly plan for shortages well in ad-
vance,” Denaro stated in an email.
The proposed reduction would pri-
marily affect Central Arizona Proj-
ect water users, and while seeming-
ly daunting, many Valley cities and
towns have been preparing for de-
cades for just such an event.

“In a non-shortage year, CAP
will convey roughly 1.5 million
acre-feet, and a 760,000 acre-foot
cut is around half of the water that
would be conveyed in the CAP.
It’s significant, but the good news
is that we haven’t built out demand
for all of the water in the CAP. So
that cut doesn’t necessarily trans-
late into a cut for every city in the
way that you might imagine,” said
Sarah Porter, director of the Kyl
Center for Water Policy. “They’ve

- Join us for worship .

Sun. 9am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350

all been working on being prepared
for this for a long time.”

The Kyl Center for Water Poli-
cy is part of the Morrison Institute
for Public Policy at Arizona State
University. An acre-foot is enough
water to cover one acre in one foot
of water, or about 326,000 gallons.
It was anticipated that the Bureau
of Reclamation would issue a two-
year plan of operations this week
that would cement the details.

But Porter said that now seems
unlikely and the feds will probably
only release a final environmental im-
pact statement at this time.

“It’s going to say what the feds
believe they have the authority to
do over the next 10 years and it’s
going to be designed to maximize
their authority to respond to condi-
tions on the river,” Porter said.

The proposed agreement first
outlined in May would also reduce
the river water allocation to Cal-

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00 pm * Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375

www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

www.fbcscw.org

God Bless America! Let Freedom Ring!
Weekly Balance/Flexibility Exercise Class—Begins July 16, 10am

ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JULY 20-22, 9am—Noon
Learn, Fellowship, and Have Fun! — see website for info
Sunday Bible Study, 9:00am / Sunday Worship, 10:30am
17419 N. Conquistador Dr.

H sun City west

623-584-5738

ifornia by 440,000-acre feet and
Nevada by 84,000-acre feet. In
addition, it would call on all three
states to voluntarily conserve a total
of 300,000-acre feet of river water.

“The expectation is most of that
voluntary conservation will come
from Arizona water users,” Porter
said.

The reduction would affect Val-
ley municipalities that send their
Colorado River water allotments to
surface-water treatment plants for
treatment and distribution to vary-
ing degrees.

The specter of a depleting Colora-
do River is not new, and many of the
cities and towns that send river water
to treatment plants have put plans in

place to address future cuts.

Janet Perez can be reached at jperez@iniusa.
org. Please send your comments about this article to
A=Opinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to pub-
lishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Crvility Guidelines.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez contributed to this story.

Fa ith Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

Come & enjoy our worship
service with

Josh Facello, violinists
Rory Dowse, pianist
August 16, 2026

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

Presbyterian

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Church Service: 10-11AM
Fellowship Lunch: 11-12 PM
Mens Prayer Time: Thurs 7:30 AM
Men'’s Bible Study: Thurs 9:00 AM
Ladies Bible Study: Thurs 9:00 AM

Trinity Bible Church
of Sun City West

14811 W. R.H. Johnson Bivd.
Sun City West, AZ 85375
623-546-4884 - https://trinitybiblescw.com
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Doing Business Since 2005

We Di

0:
* Complete Re-Roof  Tile & Shingle
* Repairs ¢ Coatings * Foam
* Metal * Free Estimates

Weather,proof

- -
It’s|Monsoon
Season!

Lic #209598

602.358.8458 ...,

LEC

(800)1230-53411(480)1823=1138
Senier Family Owned
Diseountts & Operated
Free Evaluation

[NewlRaoisERGefingliRepair

Siing ey 7Tay [Fak & [Fam oois
iurbinelVentiReplacement
[EntesionouselRanting

ROC #317976

ROC &317977

ROOFING
REPAIRS

30 Years Quality
Experience

» Shingle & Tile
Roofs

» Insurance Work

» Free Estimates

G0:910-3355

Licensed - Bonded
Insured- ROC# 194699

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE

Professional
Arborist Tree
Care
*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

GET
ouT
THERE
NOW!

To Advertise
CALL
888-665-3848

YourValley.net

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial

* Roof Replacement & Repair

e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
TPO Roofing

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these
civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.
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