
Members refl ect on the 
summer break and priorities 
for the fall

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Paradise Valley Town Coun-
cil will return from its summer break 
Sept. 11 with council members fo-
cused on issues ranging from updating 
the Town Code and fl ood mitigation 
to short-term rentals, infrastructure 
and preserving the town’s one-acre 
zoning.

The council, made up of volun-
teer members, held its fi nal regular 
meeting before summer break June 
11. While the council was on break, 
members continued meeting with 
staff  and residents and evaluating 
issues ahead of their return, Mayor 
Mark Stanton said. Town Manager 
Andrew Ching also continued pro-
viding weekly briefi ngs.

The town held its primary election 
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Paradise Valley Youth Council begins 
fi rst full year with hands-on agenda

Paradise Valley 
Town Council 
looks ahead to 

September

INDEPENDENT
TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY
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Area ice 
cream shop 
opens; 6

Neighbors
From page to 
screen; 4

Members prepare to take on local issues 
and community projects

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Paradise Valley Youth Advisory Council is en-
tering its fi rst full year of work a er being offi  cial-
ly recognized by the Town Council during a June 

11 study session. 
The group held its fi rst meeting of the new year 

Aug. 12, where members discussed their upcoming 
attendance at the League of Arizona Cities & Towns 
Conference, received offi  cial shirts from the Town 
Council and outlined priorities for the 2026–2027 
school year.

Members will have several opportunities this year 
to work directly with town leaders and research issues 
aff ecting Paradise Valley’s younger residents.

• See Youth Council on page 16

• See Council on page 12 The Paradise Valley Youth Council at its Aug. 12 meeting. (Photo Submitted by Christine Labelle)
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of Paradise Valley listings don’t sell.

CHRIS KARAS | 602.919.6511 | THEKARASGROUP.COM
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The Paradise Valley Police Department 
welcomed its two newest offi  cers following a 
swearing-in ceremony Wednesday, July 29, ac-
cording to the Paradise Valley Town Manager’s 
weekly update. 

Offi  cers Alex Lonien and Timothy Mitch-
ell joined the department in June and recently 
passed the Arizona Peace Offi  cer Standards 
and Training Board certifi cation exam offi  cial-
ly completing their training period.

Police Chief Freeman Carney administered 
the oath of offi  ce during a swearing-in ceremo-
ny attended by the offi  cers’ families, friends, 
fellow offi  cers and department staff .

According to the Town manager’s weekly 
update, Lonien and Mitchell bring experience 
in leadership, tactical operations, investiga-
tions, emergency response and community 
engagement as they begin serving the Paradise 
Valley community.

Paradise Valley Police Department 
welcomes two new offi  cers

Paradise Valley Police Department Offi  cer Alex Lonien, Paradise Valley Police Department 
Chief Freeman Carney and Paradise Valley Police Department Offi  cer Timothy Mitchell. 
(Photo Courtesy of Duncan Miller) 

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Metro Phoenix visitors 
spent record $13.4B last 
year

Whether they were booking 
hotel rooms, dining at neighbor-
hood restaurants, shopping at lo-
cal stores or visiting attractions, 
millions of travelers pumped a re-
cord $13.4 billion into the metro 
Phoenix economy last year.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/bcs8dn7e

Arizona Game and Fish 
off ers grants for K-12 
wildlife education projects

Arizona educators can ap-
ply for up to $3,000 in funding 
through the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department’s Heritage K-12 
Small Grants program to bring 
wildlife education projects into 
classrooms across the state.

A total of $32,000 is available 
each year through the program. 
The fi rst application deadline is 
Sept. 1, with a potential second 
funding round a er Jan. 1 if mon-
ey remains.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/4eeky5kh

Culture change has 
Saguaro feeling prepped 
for season

For months, questions have 
been swirling surrounding Sa-
guaro football and what people 
can expect to see from them this 
upcoming season. With a mass 
exodus of players and the late hir-
ing of Coach Butch Goncharoff , a 
number of people have seemingly 
written the Sabercats off .

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/mpmw4mxk

NEIGHBORS

Lacey Chabert and Jenn McKinlay in Spain on the 
set of “Paris Is Always a Good Idea.” (Photo Sub-
mitted by Jenn McKinlay) 

Area author’s romance novel hits the screen
Jenn McKinlay’s novel 
adapted by Hallmark into 
limited series

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Scottsdale resident Jenn McKinlay 
has spent the past 25 years writing 
romance and mystery novels, pub-
lishing her fi rst book more than two 
decades ago.

Now, one of those stories is getting 
a new life on the screen. McKinlay’s 
novel, “Paris Is Always a Good Idea,” 
has been adapted into a six-episode 
Hallmark+ miniseries, currently re-
leasing new episodes each Thursday.

The book was diff erent from 
McKinlay’s other work from the 
beginning. She said the story came 
to her already fully formed and was 

lightly inspired by a friend’s ex-
periences. She wrote it during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, expecting it 
would be a big hit, but the book nev-
er took off  in the way she had hoped.

“Everybody was buying books 
about sourdough and self help,” she
said. “It wasn’t the breakout book 
that I always hoped for, because I re-
ally felt like it was the big story they
were looking for.” 

Now, years later, Paris Is Always a 
Good Idea is getting another chance
to fi nd an audience, this time on 
screen.

“I wrote the right book, and then, 
six years later, the right people at the
right production company found it,” 
she said. 

The story takes readers through
Paris, Spain and Ireland, with Lacey 

• See Author on page 20
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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Husband and wife duo recently 
opened frozen yogurt shop

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley area residents Dana 
and Evan Kern opened a 16 Handles fro-
zen yogurt shop on Aug. 1.

16 Handles is a self-serve frozen yo-
gurt shop off ering unique fl avors such as 
French Fry, Butter Beer and Keto Choc-
olate Brownie, along with vegan, glu-
ten-free and dairy-free options. The brand 
originated in New York, where Evan Kern 
is originally from. 

Evan moved to Arizona with his family 
when he was 13 and had always dreamed 
of opening a frozen yogurt shop like the 
ones he enjoyed growing up, he said.

He decided to franchise 16 Handles 
with his wife as even partners because of 
the shop’s unique atmosphere. 

The light pinks and blues of the store 
and the always friendly faces made him 
want to bring more of them to the Valley, 
with the only existing location currently 
in Chandler, he said.

Evan said his wife has been his greatest 
supporter and is essential to the operation. 
Whenever he was in doubt, she was there 
to reassure him.

“She’s my biggest cheerleader, my big-
gest supporter, I couldn’t do it without 
her,” he said.

Now, as they are offi  cially open, Evan 
said Dana will be crucial to not only the 
business, but the customers’ experience.

“My wife is the hospitality queen,” 
Evan said. “When she’s at the store, she 
will be the friendly face of the store, greet-
ing people and schmoozing with people…
She’s going to be the backbone.”

Evan said he has wanted to share his 
passion for frozen treats for many years, 
and bringing that vision to life in his own 
community means a lot to him.

“This is my backyard, this is where I 
live, these are the people I know,” Evan 

said.
The large selection of unique fl avors 

and the shop’s atmosphere set 16 Handles 
apart from other frozen yogurt stores, but 
customer service is what will make the 
biggest diff erence, Evan said.

“We’re going to off er a heck of a lot 
more to the customer than what’s out 
there in any of the other stores,” he said. 
“What’s going to set us apart is going to 
be the customer service experience. It’s 
coming in, and knowing that you’re gon-
na have a smile on your face when you 
leave.”

Before opening 16 Handles, Evan spent 
his career working in hospitality and cus-
tomer service for companies including 
Cox and Apple and said he understands 
the importance of customer service for 

any business.
He plans to bring that experience serv-

ing a wide variety of customers to 16
Handles.

“My favorite thing in the customer ser-
vice world is, if somebody is unhappy, is
turning that experience around and hav-
ing them walk out the door being happy 
and excited to come back to the busi-
ness,” he said.

The shop is located at 4575 E. Cactus 
Rd., Suite 135. The store is open daily
from noon to 10 p.m.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/

letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of reader

opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines

16 Handles now open in Paradise Valley area

The new 16 Handles frozen yogurt shop at 4575 E. Cac-
tus Rd., Suite 135, celebrated its grand opening Aug. 1 
in the Paradise Valley-Scottsdale area. (Photo submit-
ted by Evan Kern) 

16 Handles frozen yogurt shop franchisees 
Evan and Dana Kern with their two sons. 
(Photo submitted by Evan Kern) 
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Ahead of its public debut, PV Luxury Real Estate Group is quietly introducing a new private listing 
to Paradise Valley — a residence currently in its final stretch, awaiting certificate of occupancy. 

Every detail has been considered, every finish chosen with intention, delivering the kind of 
understated luxury Paradise Valley buyers have come to expect.

Jill Brenenstuhl and her team don’t just market homes — they curate opportunities for the right 
buyer to move first. For those ready to act early, this is a preview worth paying attention to.

Not Yet Listed... Already Sought After

Jill Brenenstuhl 
Partner  |  REALTOR®

602.524.1677
Jill@pvluxre.com

Julianne Brenenstuhl 
REALTOR®

480.930.7065
Julianne@pvluxre.com

Angela Cole 
REALTOR®

480.390.8177
Angela@pvluxre.com
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Before Scottsdale closes 
another school

As students across SUSD prepare 
to begin the school year, hundreds 
will walk into unfamiliar buildings, 
meet new teachers, learn new rou-
tines and try to fi nd their place in 
new schools. Many are still grieving 
the loss of schools that anchored their 
families and neighborhoods for de-
cades.

Yet while these students are asked 
to adapt, adults continue debating the 
next round of school closures. Here’s 
a toast to Echo Canyon School and 
Pima Elementary. May their names, 
their achievements and the commu-
nities they served forever remain part 
of Scottsdale’s history.

A neighborhood school is more 
than a building. It is where teachers 
know younger siblings because they 
taught older ones. It is where families 
return for concerts, games and cele-
brations. It is where relationships are 
built, sustained and passed from one 
generation to the next.

Schools are easy to measure on pa-
per. They’re much harder to measure 
in people’s lives. The relationships 
built over years among students, fam-
ilies, teachers and neighbors don’t 
show up on spreadsheets, but they’re 
o en what people miss most when a 
school is gone. Trust doesn’t move 
with the students. It must be rebuilt.

Many of us know what it’s like 
to lose the person who quietly held 
a family together. When they pass 
away, the family does not disappear. 
Everyone is still there. But something 
fundamental changes. Many neigh-
borhood schools quietly serve that 
same role within their communities. 
School boards are right to consid-
er dollars and cents. Communities 
should ask them to consider common 
sense. Budgets and enrollment num-

bers matter. But so do the long-stand-
ing relationships and institutions that 
quietly hold neighborhoods together.

As a new school year begins, 
let’s welcome students, families and 
teachers with patience and kindness. 
We rarely know everything they have 
experienced or lost along the way.

Stuart Rhoden
PHOENIX

Stronger communities start 
with better conversations 
about social issues

Every community has diffi  cult 
conversations it would rather avoid.

Whether it’s homelessness, mental 
health, addiction or other complex 
social issues, these topics o en come 
with strong opinions long before they 
come with understanding. We hear 
headlines, read social media posts and 
repeat things we’ve heard from oth-
ers. Before long, assumptions begin to 
feel like facts.

Unfortunately, those assumptions 
don’t just shape opinions, they shape 
outcomes. Communities can’t solve 
problems they don’t fully understand.

That’s why education isn’t just the 
responsibility of schools. It’s the re-
sponsibility of leaders.

Whether you lead a business, non-
profi t, government agency or neigh-
borhood organization, part of leader-
ship is helping people understand, not 
simply telling them what to think.

That means being willing to an-

swer diffi  cult questions. It means lis-
tening to concerns without becoming 
defensive. It means recognizing that
transparency builds trust, even when 
conversations are uncomfortable.

Too o en, organizations assume 
that good work speaks for itself.
Sometimes it does. But more o en,
silence allows misconceptions to fi ll 
the gaps.

I’ve learned that some of the
most productive conversations hap-
pen when someone simply has the
opportunity to ask a question they
were previously afraid to ask. Those 
moments don’t always change some-
one’s opinion overnight, but they al-
most always increase understanding. 
And understanding creates the foun-
dation for collaboration.

The same principle applies far be-
yond healthcare.

Business leaders regularly navi-
gate misconceptions about their in-
dustries. Educators work to explain 
changes in classrooms. Community
organizations help residents under-
stand local challenges. None of these
conversations are easy, but they’re
necessary.

Strong communities aren’t built 
because everyone agrees. They’re 
built because people are willing to 
engage with one another respectfully, 
seek reliable information and remain
open to learning something new.

As leaders, we can’t control ev-
ery opinion. But we can help create
environments where questions are 
welcomed, education is prioritized 
and conversations are rooted in facts
instead of fear.

Christine Stevens is CEO of a Valley 
substance abuse treatment organiza-
tion. This opinion was edited for length 
and can be read in full online at https://
tinyurl.com/yczptuvw.

Christine Stevens
SCOTTSDALE

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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#1 IN PARADISE VALLEY
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SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $12,000,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $18,750,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $9,100,000
4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD | PARADISE VALLEY, 85253

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $14,275,000
6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-

RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

 REPRESENTED BUYER

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

SOLD: $16,250,000
5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED SELLER

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $9, 288 , 888

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SQ FT ON 1 ACRE

7150 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  8 52 53  |  $ 30 ,000 ,000

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 12,440 SQ FT ON 2.8 ACRES

5924 E NORTH LANE
PARAD ISE  VALLEY ,  85253  |  $ 1 , 3 50 , 000

4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 2,167 SQ FT

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARAD IS E  VALLEY ,  8 52 53  |  $ 5 ,999,999

5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE
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11-month or 
18-month CD

4.00%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 7/13/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit required 
to open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC.

6929 E Shea Blvd • Scottsdale
480-596-0883

WESTERNBANKS.COM

during the summer, with new council 
terms beginning in January.

Stanton said he is looking forward 
to preparing a legislative agenda to 
protect the town from state overreach 
and addressing issues including short-
term rentals and capital improvement 
planning.

“Our most pressing priorities in-
clude ensuring the highest levels of 
public safety and managing respon-
sible community development. We 
remain committed to continue deliv-
ering exceptional customer service 
to our residents in every area of town 
operations,” he said.

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle 
highlighted the momentum behind 
the Save the Spire project, along with 
work by the Youth Group, Public 
Works and Police Department.

Council Member Karen Liepmann 
also highlighted the importance of 
saving the spire as an important part 
of the town’s and architectural histo-
ry.

“What could have been competing 
interests became a partnership among 
the developer, the town, neighbors 
and community volunteers,” to save 
the spire, Labelle said. 

Labelle and Stanton said they are 
also looking forward to modernizing 
the town code this fall.

“Staff  has spent the summer lay-

ing the groundwork, and council has 
already devoted considerable time to 
improving many sections,” Labelle 
said. “I’m optimistic this work will re-
sult in a more cohesive, user-friendly 
code that is easier to understand and 
apply.”

Flooding and infrastructure remain 
other areas of focus. Council Member 
Julie Pace pointed to storm-related 
fl ooding and damage as an ongoing 
concern, while Labelle said she is 
looking forward to implementing the 
town’s fl ood mitigation study along-
side planned infrastructure improve-
ments.

Pace also cited concerns over EP-
COR’s proposed rate increase, squat-
ters, unpermitted construction, short-
term rentals and violations of the 
town’s dark-sky standards. She also 
pointed to issues involving Mummy 
Mountain, e-bikes and skateboarders.

“Never a dull moment to try and 
keep a high quality of life and preserve 
Paradise Valley,” Pace said.

Liepmann said she also wants to 
address quality-of-life concerns, in-
cluding noise and health issues related 
to gas-powered leaf blowers. Town 
maintenance staff  has been testing 
electric leaf blowers over the summer, 
and Liepmann said she is interested in 
seeing the results.

Council Member Anna Thomas-
son, who was reelected this summer, 
said campaigning gave her an oppor-
tunity to listen to residents and con-
nect with them about town business 
and individual concerns.

She highlighted progress on the 
Mockingbird Lane improvement 
project and Doubletree Road entry-
way improvements and said she looks 
forward to the projects being com-
pleted to create safer roads.

Council Member Scott Moore, 
who has served on the Board of Ad-
justment, Planning Commission and 
Town Council for more than a decade, 
said he plans to continue focusing on 
promoting responsible resort develop-
ment consistent with the town’s Gen-
eral Plan.

Moore said he enjoyed spending 
summer with his friends and fami-
ly but remained engaged with town 
matters and the upcoming election. 

“Being in an election cycle we can-
not take our eye off  the issue and must 
stay focused on local and state candi-
dates that may negatively impact our 
quality of life,” he said. 

He also plans to work with state 
legislators on regional and local issues 
aff ecting the community.

Thomasson and Moore both em-
phasized the importance of preserving 
Paradise Valley’s one-acre zoning.

“As always we need to stay vigilant 
with state legislative activities to make 
sure we retain our 1-acre zoning and 
quality of life,” Thomasson said.

Council Member Ellen An-
deen-Keller did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

For the full Q&A, read online at 
https://tinyurl.com/44b43x7x.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Council
• From page 1

Council Member Julie Pace, Vice Mayor Christine Labelle, Council Member Karen Liepmann, Mayor 
Mark Stanton, Council Member Anna Thomasson, Council Member Ellen Andeen-Keller, and Council 
Member Scott Moore at Paradise Valley Town Hall. (Photo Submitted by Duncan Miller) 

FROM THE COVER
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If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation.  Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.

azarchitecture.com

#1 Real Estate Agent  
Ranking Arizona 2026

REAL ESTATE

Knowledge Experience Marketing Service

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley • 1961–2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing 
distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach. 
For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of 
our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this 
inspirational artistic beacon.
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IRA CHARITABLE GIVING

Leave a
Legacy of Hope

Your IRA can help Arizona foster youth 
build brighter futures.

THIS WEEK: ONE RELATIONSHIP

Your IRA gift helps create more 
stories like Melissa’s.

“Hope & A Future has transformed 
the lives of Arizona foster youth for 
more than 20 years.”

Your gift today helps Arizona foster youth 

create a brighter future.

Governor Jan Brewer
Arizona’s 22nd Governor
Board Member, Hope & A Future

Request your
FREE IRA

Giving Guide!
Scan the QR code or visit

azhope.com/ira

Questions? We're here to help.

Serving Arizona foster youth since 2004 
909 W. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007 · EIN 42-1651764

Ad sponsored by Independent Newsmedia

Steve Rajakovich

602-258-5860

The League of Arizona Cities & 
Towns Conference begins Aug. 19, 
and the Youth Council will partic-
ipate alongside town leaders in the 
Youth Program and Parade of Flags.

“It’s really exciting to have that op-
portunity because we’ve been work-
ing towards something like this for a 
year, so I think we’re all really excit-
ed to go and represent Paradise Val-
ley,” said Saniya Dwivedi, a senior 
at Xavier College Preparatory who 
founded the youth council roughly a 
year ago.

Another project will be a youth-
led sustainability review of town 
operations, examining areas such as 
single-use plastics, refi ll stations and 
recycling, along with other oppor-
tunities to reduce waste while sup-

porting sustainability goals already 
included in the town’s General Plan.

In addition, the council will ex-
plore ways to strengthen its website, 
social media and communications 
presence to expand outreach, recruit 
new members and help share infor-
mation about town programs, depart-

ments and events.
In early fall 2025, Dwivedi real-

ized there wasn’t a way for youth to 
get involved or connect with their 
peers in Paradise Valley, so she de-
cided to create one.

“I noticed that other towns and 
cities had an opportunity for youth 

to express their opinions to the local
offi  cials, and I also realized that a lot
of youth don’t even know each other.
I don’t even know some of my neigh-
bors,” she said. “I just wanted a way
for youth and high schoolers to get
together, meet each other, and learn
more about their community.”

Over the past year, the Youth
Council has met with the Town
Council and Town Manager, toured
the courts and the Paradise Valley
Police Department and volunteered
at community events such as the Vet-
erans Car Show.

When residents see the Youth
Council at events, members say they
o en hear positive feedback about
youth involvement in civic life.

“People appreciate youth being
involved, and that youth wants to be
involved,” said Youth Council mem-

Youth Council
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

The Youth Council received shirts from the Paradise Valley Town Council at its Aug. 12 meeting in Par-
adise Valley.  (Photo Submitted by Christine Labelle)

• See Youth Council on page 18



YourValley.net  |  Town of Paradise Valley Independent  | August 19, 2026  17  



18  August 19, 2026  |  Town of Paradise Valley Independent  |  YourValley.net

Mon-Thurs 8:30 - 5p.m. | Fri 8:30 - 4p.m. | Sat 9-1p.m.
 ROC# 179513

4454 E Thomas Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85018

602-508-0800
liwindow.com

Buy local
and save up

to $1500! 100 SERIES

ber Mia Steinmetz. “It’s nice to have 
younger people involved in the com-
munity, and want to make a change, 
and want to bring their perspectives 
and thoughts to the town’s government 
issues, and just the town in general.”

Youth Council member Madalyn 
Paltzik, a senior at Phoenix Country 
Day School, said the experience has 
helped her connect with her commu-
nity in a meaningful way.

“I have always been incredibly in-
terested in both community service 
and public policy and found that the 
youth council served as a great inter-
section between the two,” she said. 
“The youth council has defi nitely 
strengthened my appreciation for the 
work that our local government does 
for the Paradise Valley community and 

beyond—so much of which goes unno-
ticed or under-appreciated.”

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle, the 
Youth Council’s advisor, said the group 
gives students a chance to actively par-
ticipate in local government.

“They’re a great enthusiastic group 
of kids, our future leaders, who I have 
no doubt will add fresh ideas and en-
ergy to our town,” she said. “We are 
lucky to have them, And I’m honored 
to have the opportunity to work with 
them.”

Mayor Mark Stanton said the coun-
cil’s growth over the past year has been 
encouraging to see.

“It has been a wonderful evolution,” 
he said. “They’re really immersing 
themselves.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines

Youth Council
• From page 16

FROM THE COVER

The ninth edition of the Arizona 
Concours will feature automobiles 
from around the world, according 
to a press release.

The Concours committee has 
designated 16 classes for the 2027 
event, ranging from the dawn of 
motoring through the Classic and 
Art Deco eras, post-war sports cars 
and the hypercars of modern times.

Awards are presented in each 
class, along with special awards and 
the two coveted Best of Show tro-
phies — one for pre-World War II 
entries and one for post-war. The 
overall theme for the 2027 Con-
cours is, “The Art of Elegance at 
Speed.”

Discount pricing is available for 

early ticket buyers through Nov. 
30.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit ArizonaConcours.org/
tickets or ScottsdaleArts.org/
Whats-On.

2027 Arizona Concours 
d’Elegance tickets on sale

ENTERTAINMENT

Ferrari will be the honored marque at the Ar-
izona Concours d’Elegance on Jan. 24, 2027, 
at Scottsdale Civic Center. (Courtesy Patrick 
Darby)
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Paradise Valley’s

Premier Luxury Assisted Living Experience

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

Concierge-Style Living
and

Coordinated Care •  Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners
•  Mobile Dental Services
•  Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  Home Health Services

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.

Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Personalized Care  •  Concierge Services  •  Luxury Living  •  Peace of Mind  •  Discover the Difference 

Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact, 
coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure 
seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services 
directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:

•  Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement
•  Hospice Services
•  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
•  Salon Services

Check the websites for 
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com
LincolnRAL.com

CamelbackRAL.com

Exclusive Offers!

Schedule a private tour today! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson



20  August 19, 2026  |  Town of Paradise Valley Independent  |  YourValley.net

BUILD SOMETHING
EXTRAORDINARY
From custom homes to commercial developments, 
First International Bank & Trust understands what 

it takes to build and to finance.

FIBT.com Member FDIC

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

Chabert playing the lead role. 
When McKinlay learned Chabert 

was attached to the project, she said 
she could hardly believe that “the 
queen of Hallmark” would be bring-
ing her character to life.

Books have always been a part of 
McKinlay’s life, and her family can’t 
imagine a time when she doesn’t have 
another story idea taking shape, she 
said.

“Books were always my escape 
hatch,” she said. 

McKinlay traveled to Spain during 
fi lming, where she met the cast and 
got to watch the story she had writ-
ten come to life. Now that she has 
seen the fi nished series, she said she is 
thrilled with the adaptation; a feeling 
not every author gets to have when 

their work moves to the screen.
“I don’t think I’ve ever heard any 

other authors say, ‘Man, I wish I
had written that,’ and it’s their own
source material, but I genuinely felt 
that,” she said.

While in Spain, McKinlay also
heard from cast and crew members
about the parts of the story they con-
nected with personally. 

Readers appear to be fi nding those
same connections, too, with sales of
the novel increasing a er the fi rst two 
episodes of Hallmark’s mini-series
being released, she said.

“When people fi nd that book they 
connect to, they value it,” McKinlay 
said. 

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Author
• From page 4

Elite Garages Scottsdale 
open for business

Elite Garages Scottsdale, 16990 
N. 91st St., is open for business.

The facility features 32 privately 
owned, customizable garage suites 
designed for collectors, automotive 
enthusiasts and hobbyists, according 
to a press release.

Unlike traditional storage facilities, 
each suite is individually deeded, al-
lowing owners to build equity while 
creating a personalized space for ve-
hicle collections, workshops, enter-
tainment and more.

Each garage condominium will 
feature approximately 22-foot clear 
ceiling heights and:

•Insulated walls, ceilings and ga-
rage doors.

•Five-ton HVAC system in every 
suite.

•200-amp electrical service with 
water and sewer stub-outs.

•Smart-enabled automatic over-
head doors.

•24/7 gated access with video sur-
veillance.

•Access to a luxury clubhouse fea-
turing a kitchen, restrooms and event
space.

•Mezzanines available on all fl oor
plans.

For more information, visit elitega-
ragesscottsdale.com.

Elite Garages Scottsdale off ers 32 privately
owned, customizable garage suites near the near
Loop 101 and Bell Road. (Courtesy Elite Garages
Scottsdale)
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$329

$999

$799 449

$329

999

$799 449

$329

$999

$799 449

$
329

999

$
799449

18 CU. FT. CAPACITY 
REFRIGERATOR

•  Humidity Controlled 
•  Crisper Drawers 
• Top Freezer  
• Modern Design

FFHT1822UV 
Stainless Steel

$499

STAINLESS 
STEEL 23 CU. FT. 
SIDE BY SIDE

• Deli Drawer
• Crisper Shelves
• LED Lighting 

FFSS2315TS  
CLOSEOUT

$999

LOWERLOWER
PRICES!PRICES!

$399EACH

WASHER
• 3.4 Cu. Ft. Capacity
• 8 Wash Cycles
• 3 Temperature Settings
• Dual Action Agitator

DRYER
• Super Capacity
• Multiple Drying Cycles
• Automatic Dryness Control
NED4500VQ CLOSEOUT

NTW4501XQ CLOSEOUT

®KITCHEN REMODEL
REFRIGERATOR
• 25 Cubic Foot Capacity
• Infi nity Slide Shelves
• Pizza Pocket
• Fingerprint Resistant
 Black Stainless Steel
WRS325FNAM
CLOSEOUT

DISHWASHER
• 24”
• 15 Place Sett ings
• 5 Wash Cycles
• Total Coverage
 Spray Arm
• Anyware Basket
WDT750SAHZ
CLOSEOUT

RANGE
• 30”
• 5.3 Cu. Ft.
• Dual Elements
• Flex HeatTM
• Self Clean
• Storage Drawer
WFE515S0JS
CLOSEOUT

OVER-THE-
RANGE
MICROWAVE
• 1.7 Cu. Ft.
• 1000 Watt s
• 2 Speed Fan
WMH31017FS
CLOSEOUT

LABORLABOR DAYDAY
Sale

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR ... WE’D RATHER SELL IT THAN COUNT IT! NOW IS THE TIME
TO GET TO SPENCERS ... YOU NEED A DEAL, WE NEED TO MOVE IT OUT OF OUR WAREHOUSE. EVERY

MANUFACTURER HAS LOWERED PRICES !! ASK ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE REBATES. GET TO SPENCERS TODAY!!
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By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Scottsdale Unifi ed School District 
welcomed students to the fi rst day of 
class for the 130th time Aug. 10.

“Founded in 1896 by Chaplain 
Winfi eld Scott and his wife Helen, 
we have been part of the fabric of this 
community long before the city was 
offi  cially incorporated 75 years ago,” 
Superintendent Scott Menzel said in 
an email to the Daily Independent. 
“One hundred thirty years refl ects 
‘a legacy of learning’ that has gener-
ational impact. We plan to celebrate 
that legacy of success while working 
to build on it for future generations.”

A few schools within the district 
are also marking their own anniversa-
ries, too. 

Anasazi Elementary school is cele-

brating 40 years of educating the com-
munity’s kids; Saguaro High School is 
celebrating 60 years; and Yavapai Ele-
mentary is celebrating 65 years.

“The district is excited to welcome 
our students back for another year of 
learning and growth,” Menzel said. 
“We remain focused on helping each 
student achieve their full potential by 
creating learning environments that 
refl ect high expectations and high 
support. 

“We will continue to focus on the 
two wildly important goals estab-
lished by the governing board related 
to improving math achievement, as 
well as increasing enrollment to ensure 
full and thriving schools. There will be 
other key performance indicators as 
well, but these two are foundational 
for long-term success.”

The district’s theme, “Because kids 
...” revolves around 130 years of serv-
ing community, anchored by the tag-
line, “A legacy of learning.”

Each individual school has its own 
theme, too. For example, Redfi eld 
Elementary School’s is “Next level 
learning.”

“We’re going off  of a gaming theme 
so everything is leveling up,” Redfi eld 
Principal Dr. Amanda Rand said. 
“Leveling up means extending that 
rigor, making sure students are being 
met academically ... Our goal is to 
welcome kids back, have that positive 
vibe going on, making sure they feel 
at home and comfortable. Not only 
that, but that we know where they are 
in data and that we are moving them 
and making sure they’re getting their 
needs met academically.”  

While students are returning on 
the Aug. 10, the teachers were hard 
at work for a week prior to that, do-
ing things like making sure they have 
enough desks and decorating to en-
sure the rooms are comfortable for 
students. 

The idea is to build off  of last year’s 
accomplishments, such as having 11 
National Merit Scholarship recipients 
and six students with perfect ACT 
scores and a Congressional Award 
Gold Medal recipient. 

The district’s high schools also 
fi elded state championship teams in 
boys basketball, Arcadia; girls volley-
ball, pom, cheer and girls golf, Chap-
arral; girls swim and dive, football, 
girls tennis and track and fi eld, Desert 
Mountain; and boys baseball, Sagua-
ro.

Meanwhile the district was named 
an outstanding community for music 
education and Arcadia’s marching 
band was the state division 4 champi-
on. Likewise, both Desert Mountain 
and Chaparral earned Gammage Out-
standing Musical awards and 22 dis-
trict students were named to Arizona’s 
all-state band, choir and orchestra.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Scottsdale Unifi ed celebrates its 130th school year

Scottsdale Unifi ed School District’s 28 schools welcomed students back from summer break Aug. 10. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Arianna Grainey)

EDUCATION
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 9/30/26.
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year 
Limited Warranty. 

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Gregg and Katie Dufort, co-owners of Puz-
zle Rides Scottsdale, have loved their jobs for 
last 10 years. 

“I had a 30-plus year career in the construc-
tion industry and I quit my job to do this,” 
Gregg said. “No more hard hat and work boots, 
(now) I get to ride around in a golf cart and 
show people a good time.”

He’s also been known to dress up in a pirate 
costume, too, and who wouldn’t love that?

Puzzle Rides Scottsdale is an escape room-
styled adventure that takes golf cart riders on a 
quest through Old Town (the couple also has an 
operation in Prescott) to solve puzzles and gath-
er clues along the way to complete quests with 
various themes like Copper Canyon Capper, 
Hijacked by Science and Ghost Riders.

One of the quests is themed, Pirates Treasure 
Adventure, hence the pirate suit.

Groups of two to 25 are driven around in 
golf carts by puzzle masters to various spots 

throughout Old Town. The stops could be any-
where from public art sites, like Scottsdale’s 26-
foot tall rabbit named One-eyed Jack, to local 
businesses like the Fry Bread Lounge.

Puzzles at each stop provide clues to the next 
location until the larger mystery is solved.

The company started in 2016 as a simple taxi 
service in Old Town in the winter and in down-
town Prescott in the summer but Katie said she 
knew early on there was more to the business.

The shi  in the business model was to sell 
“sleigh rides” taking people around to see 
Christmas lights in Prescott and Old Town and 
they sold out. 

It was hard work and the two had to learn 
about things like having a cancellation policy so 
people don’t just not show up.

It’s said that it takes 10,000 hours to be-
come an expert, and Katie fi gures when the two 
logged their time during those taxi and sleigh 
ride days.

Then, in January 2020, they took a road trip 

Puzzle Rides celebrates a decade of having fun

Puzzle Rides Scottsdale coowners Katie and Gregg Dufort show off  some of the
props patrons will have to utilize to complete an escape room style, golf cart
adventure in Old Town (J. Graber/Independent Newsmedia)• See Puzzles on page 25
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 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!
to California, and the idea just struck 
her.

“The whole trip there, I’m like, 
what if we put an escape room on a 
golf cart?” Katie said

She looked around and found plen-
ty of tours in Old Town but she want-
ed to do something that satisfi ed her 
natural love of art and history, as the 
two are proud of the historical nature 
of the artifacts used in the tours.

But it wasn’t until the couple took 
their daughter to an escape room that 
Katie knew the idea would work.

“I clearly remember working on 
a lock, I was on the fl oor trying to 
get a lock off  of a treasure chest, and 
(Gregg) looked at me and said, ‘Can 
you do it?’” Katie said. “I remember 
looking at him and saying, ‘I can put 
this on a golf cart.’”

The two had to work backwards to 
fi gure out how an escape room works, 
and planned to open March 13, 2020, 
but it was the start of the COVID era 
and everything started closing down 
... like the day before.

One thing the Duforts had going for 
them though, was those fi rst adven-
tures were all outside and it was safer 
during COVID to be outside than in 
and the business did fi nally open the 
next January.

The company has turned out to 
be a success, with $2 million in reve-
nue over the last six years, but things 
weren’t always so comfortable.

“At one point we were down to 
$150 in our bank account, and she 
sold some collectible Barbies and oth-
er things to pay the bills,” Gregg said. 
“We paid the bills, but we weren’t sure 
we were going to make it.”

And to make things worse, Katie’s 
mom had just died and the couple 
didn’t know how they were going to 
get her father, with Parkinson’s, out to 
Arizona to be with them.

But Katie has two quotes she lives 

by. The fi rst is from Winston Church-
hill: “Never, never, never give up.” 
The second, “I don’t believe in the 
no-win scenario,” comes from Cap-
tain James T. Kirk. 

That mentality paid off  though 
because things turned around pretty 
quickly from there.

“About a week later there was a 
person who had ridden with us from 
New York and he was a kosher chef,” 
Katie said. “He wrote about us in his 
blog and the next two weeks, all we 
did was people from New York who 
had read about it on that blog. That 
turned things around because they 
told people about it and other people 
told about it and our reviews started 
going up.”

Before they knew it, the Dufort’s 
were buying more golf carts. 

Today they are planning to open a 
puzzle shop in Old Town to match the 
one they have in Prescott. 

And while private parties are wel-
come, the group has also tapped into 
the corporate team building world, 
even putting on puzzling events at 
local hotels for up to 350 people at a 
time. 

The golf cart adventures take ei-
ther 75 minutes or 90 minutes to fi nish 
(though they can be done quicker if 
you’re a cracker jack), depending on 
the diffi  culty level of each quest, but 
Katie acknowledges the company has 
a dirty secret: they’re not going to let 
you lose. 

“The fi rst ride Katie did in Scotts-
dale, the group lost, and I thought, ‘I 
don’t ever want this to happen again,’” 
Katie said. “It’s not fun to lose, and it’s 
not fun to be frustrated,” Katie said.

And the entire business is about 
having fun.

For more information about what 
the company does, visit puzzlerides.
com or call (602) 601-2261

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Puzzles
• From page 24
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By Brittany Bowyer
REPORT FOR AMERICA

For months, questions have been 
swirling surrounding Saguaro foot-
ball and what people can expect to 
see from them this upcoming sea-
son. With a mass exodus of players 
and the late hiring of Coach Butch 
Goncharoff , a number of people have 
seemingly written the Sabercats off . 
While everyone is busy doubting 
them, the Sabercats have been busy 
working hard to embrace a new cul-
ture within the program; A culture of 
hard work, dedication and determi-
nation. 

“When I got the job, you’re not 
wrong, Saguaro was a mess,” Coach 
Goncharoff  said. “When you inher-
it a program that’s broken or down, 
you know the fi rst think that has to 
change is the culture that surrounds 
that program and we’ve done a great 
job of that.”

The players expressed their dissat-
isfaction with the culture surrounding 
the program last year, and say Coach 
Goncharoff  has brought a welcomed 
change to Saguaro. 

“Last year, we had a whole bunch 
of players who didn’t care, didn’t 
show up to practice, everything like 
that,” junior LB Antony Smith said 
“This year, it’s not like that anymore. 
The program has defi nitely shi ed. 
Everybody is at practice on time, ev-
erybody’s here, everybody’s work-
ing, everybody’s going full speed. We 
don’t have anybody faking being hurt 
because they don’t want to practice... 

It’s defi nitely way better than last 
year, Our culture last year was ter-
rible. You can tell Coach Butch has 
really been putting his hand down.”

Since taking over, Saguaro’s par-
ticipation numbers have grown from 
just 13 in the spring to the 30s now.  

Off ensively, Coach Goncharoff  ex-
pects Saguaro to look similar to years 
past, noting they’re a RPO-driven 
team. 

“It kind of fi ts the personality 
of the players that we have,” Gon-
charoff  said. 

The Sabercats also return the 
team’s leading receiver from last year, 
senior WR Oliver Gibson. In addi-
tion to Gibson, Saguaro has weapons 
they believe people have overlooked. 
One of them is Mar’taj Meadows, a 

junior wide receiver who transferred 
to Saguaro and had to sit fi ve games 
last season. 

“He’s a really solid piece, and he’s 
basically one of the stars on our of-
fense,” Smith said. 

“A lot of people don’t know about 
Mar’taj Meadows, but they will,” 
Goncharoff  said. “I think he’s one of 
the most talented people in the state.”

Smith also believes the team’s 
quarterback, Edison Orellana, has 
the potential to have a big year this 
year, too. 

“You can expect us to come and 
surprise people,” Meadows said. 

Defensively, Goncharoff  said 
things will be more of the same, as 
they retained their defensive coordi-
nator from the prior season. When 

it comes to players, Goncharoff  said 
Smith has stepped up as a big leader 
on the fi eld and expects him to have a
big season this year. 

Saguaro’s schedule is absolute-
ly grueling this year, but they’re not 
concerned about what the other pro-
grams are doing. Goncharoff  believes 
if they focus on just trying to compete 
each day and improve, then the rest 
will take care of itself. 

“We’ve been working hard all off -
season, making sure we’re getting 
everything together,” Smith said. 
“Everybody’s talking about us being 
light on players, but that’s actually a
non-factor to us. You only play with
11, and our 11 can compete with any
11 in the state.”

“Each team has a ceiling, and I 
don’t know what that ceiling is,”
Goncharoff  said. “I do know where
we started, and where we are now, 
we like where we’re going.”

Brittany Bowyer is a Report for America
corps member, covering sports for Independent 

Newsmedia in Arizona. Report for America places
talented journalists in local newsrooms to report on

under-covered issues and regions. 

SAGUARO 
SABERCATS

KEY RETURNEES: Senior WR Oliver 
Gibson, junior LB Antony Smith, 
junior WR Mar’taj Meadows
NEWCOMERS TO WATCH: Junior 
QB Edison Orellana, Sophomore CB 
Mikko Ramirez 

Saguaro football during a summer practice in July 2026. (Photo courtesy Saguaro Football Instagram 
account)

Culture change has Saguaro feeling prepped for season

2025 Record: 3-7
Playoff s: Did not qualify
Region: 6A Central
Coach: Butch Goncharoff  (1st year)

6250 N 82nd St, Scottsdale

Saguaro 
 Sabercats
6
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Announcement Employment

Cleaning

Clean Windows Health Care

Hypnosis

Call for FREE Consultation 602.614.4471Callll fffororo FF

11260 N. Tatum Blvd.  #145 Phoenix, AZ 85028
ScottsdaleHypnosis.com

ScottsdaleScottsdale
Hypnosis.Hypnosis.
Part of MyPart of My
Wellness Team.Wellness Team.

Remodeling

Roofi ng

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

Senior Living

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   888-665-3848

Classifieds WORK
To advertise call 888-665-3848

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

call
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

SELL IT NOW
To place your ad call

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

 To Advertise
CALL

888-665-3848

YOU 
CAN’T

AFFORD
 NOT 

TO

Just a click away!                 iniusa.org/classifieds
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