
*********ECRWSSEDDM****

Postal Customer

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE 

PAID
Phoenix, Arizona
Permit No. 1424WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ROOFERS. 
We had rain, wind, and hail. If you have experienced any kind of 
damage on your roof, call us today for a complimentary visit!

602-761-6591

A u g u s t  1 9,  2 0 2 6     Vo l um e  6 6  Is s u e  3 3    Yo ur  N o n p a r t i s a n  C o m m un i t y  N e w s p a p e r  •  Yo ur Va l l e y. n e t     

INDEPENDENT
SUN CITY

Clubs
Woodworking club 
welcomes new 
members; 4

Neighbors
Sun City sculptor 

fi nds Southwest 
inspiration; 8

An aerial view of a lake showing a sharply 
receded shoreline and exposed lakebed, illus-

trating the extent of recent water-level decline. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Zev Black)

EPCOR offi  cials do not anticipate 
water shortages for customers

By Zev Black, Jennifer Jimenez 
and Janet Perez

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona offi  cials are awaiting fi nal 
word from the federal government on 
an agreement that would reduce the 
state’s allocation of Colorado River 
water by 760,000-acre feet for two 
years.

EPCOR Utilities, Inc., does not 
anticipate service interruptions or 
water shortages for customers as a 
result of the proposed reductions for 
customers in Sun City West and Sun 
City.

According to EPCOR offi  cial Lori 
Denaro, EPCOR plans for long-term 
water reliability across all the com-
munities they serve.

“While the proposed Colorado 
River reductions underscore the chal-

• See Water on page 5

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Aft er two decades, Sun City 
Elks Lodge No. 2559, 10760 W. 
Union Hills Drive, is getting a 
long-awaited update. The lodge’s 
entire fi rst fl oor is getting a major 
lift  with new fl oors, a new bar area 
and freshly painted walls.

The project began Aug. 9 and is 
expected to go until Sunday, Aug. 
23, according to head of the reno-
vation committee Debbie Glenn. 
She said it’s important the con-
struction goes quickly because the 
lodge’s members use the building 
every day.

“They want to be in the lounge,” 
Glenn said. “A lot of people go 
there. They have lunch. They have 
dinners on Wednesdays and Fri-
days. Breakfast on Sundays. It’s 
really their second home for a lot of 
these people.”

She added the reaction to the 
renovation has been positive.

“They love the fl oors and they 

Sun City Elks 
Lodge builds 
future with 
renovation

• See Elks on page 11
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Come See what all the 
Fun is about!

14801 N. 103rd Ave. 
Sun City, AZ 85351

Wed., Sept. 23, 2026
9:00am - Noon

BUSINESS SPONSORS

Arizona Broadway 
Theatre 

Cardiac Solutions 
SCAN Health Plan

Sunland Plumbing,      
Construction & HVAC

Sunshine Services

Explore the selection of 
products and services

Access essential health 
screenings

Connect with local and 
national vendors

Enjoy free giveaways
Enter exciting door prize 

drawings
Plus, many more surprises!

Interested in a Sponsorship?  
Call 888-665-3848 or  

Email  AZADS@iniusa.org

It’s Free!

See The Poms and 
The Razzle Dazzle 
Danc�s p��m!

See you at 
The Sundial!

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A
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ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES WITH 
INSTALLATION PURCHASE. 
VALID 8/1/2026 – 8/31/2026

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES WITH 
INSTALLATION PURCHASE. 
VALID 8/1/2026 – 8/31/2026

$80 - $120$80 - $120
INSTANT SAVINGS*INSTANT SAVINGS*

*$120 Instant Savings on in-stock sets of four Nitto Crosstek2 tires. $100 Instant Savings on in-stock sets of four Nexen N-Priz S or N-Priz AH8 
tires, Sumitomo HTR Enhance LX2 or CX2, or Sumitomo Encounter HT2 tires. $80 Instant Savings on in-stock sets of four Sumitomo HTR AS P03 or 
Nexen N-Priz AH5 tires. Installation charges extra; required on all four tires. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. See store for pricing. 
Eligibility may vary. Not valid with other o�ers. At participating locations. No cash value. Valid 8/1/2026 – 8/31/2026. **Valid one time only. Cannot be 
combined with other o�ers. Duplicate o�ers will not be accepted. Maximum of $100. Minimum purchase required to redeem. See o�er for full terms 
and conditions. Rebate Fulfillment Details: Prepaid cards are generally accepted, not available for recurring payments, expiration dates apply, fees 
apply to Mastercard®, use restrictions. Customer must apply for mail in rebate. See rebate form for terms and conditions. Valid 7/6/2026 – 10/11/2026. 

On your purchase of $599 or more when 
you use your Big O Tires® and Service 
Credit Card. Valid 8/1/2026 – 10/11/2026

$100 IN REBATE 
SAVINGS**

Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

SUN CITY • 17039 BOSWELL BLVD • 623-974-5701

TOTAL AUTO CARE

WE SELL 
AND INSTALL 
GOLF TIRES

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On ) 

Brakes • Alignments 
Suspension & Steering

Batteries • Faulty Windows
All Routine Maintenance

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

  Supply chain disruptions may a�ect availability and price points of some oil products specifically 0w20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations • Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV’s • Most cars and light trucks • Shop supplies additional

Plus up to $6 disposal fee • Excludes Diesels • *Lube chassis where applicable • Not valid with other o�ers • No cash value 
See store for details • Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 9-15-26 • SUN-726

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

$2495 $5995

LUBE CHASSIS* • REPLACE FILTER • 22 POINT INSPECTION

OR

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA • Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional • With coupon • Not valid with any other o�er

Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 9-15-26 • SUN-726

$1995
A/C PERFORMANCE 

CHECK
We’ll thoroughly inspect your compressor, 

belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

BEAT THE HEAT!

Plus Freon, 
Evac & Recharge

LOCAL SHUTTLE SERVICE TO AND FROM HOME

bigo Sun 2026-Jul29.indd   1 7/22/26   10:16 AM

12420 N 103rd Avenue, Sun City
RSVP Online: Menkefuneralhome.com

or Call: 623-979-6451

Ask the Director:

12420 N 103rd Avenue, Sun City

CREMATION

Get the 
answers to these 

and any other 
questions you 

may have.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 19, 2026 • 2:00 PM

answers to these 
and any other 
questions you 

Can I travel with cremated remains?
Where can I scatter cremated 
remains?
Who can authorize cremation?
What kind of services can you           
have with cremation?

Come Experience Our Honest,
Professional And Gentle Approach

To All Phases of Exceptional
General Dentistry

10333 W. Coggins Dr.
Sun City AZ, 85351

623-933-0078
www.SunCityDentalCenter.com

Your Hometown 
Dentist

Serving The Sun Cities for Over 30 years

We Accept Most Dental Insurances

$69 New Patient Special
includes X-rays & Exam

Not to be combined with insurance

•  All Dental Services
•  One Stop
•  Sedation Dentistry

in o�ce discount plan for 
those without insurance

Dr. Ilian Barber, DMD
Midwestern University Doctor 

of Dental Medicine
Patrick A. Carr, DDS

Creighton University, Omaha 
Nebraska. Bachelor of Science - 

Doctorate of Dental Surgery





lenges facing the Southwest, water service 
for customers in Sun City, Sun City West 
and our other Arizona communities re-
mains reliable,” Denaro stated in an email. 
“EPCOR maintains a diverse water port-
folio, including groundwater, Colorado 
River supplies, recycled water and local 
surface water resources, and we actively 
plan for shortages well in advance.”

The proposed reduction would pri-
marily affect Central Arizona Project wa-
ter users, and while seemingly daunting, 
many Valley cities and towns have been 
preparing for decades for just such an 
event.

“In a non-shortage year, CAP will 
convey roughly 1.5 million acre-feet, 
and a 760,000 acre-foot cut is around 
half of the water that would be con-
veyed in the CAP,” Sarah Porter, direc-
tor of the Kyl Center for Water Policy, 
said. “It’s significant, but the good news 
is that we haven’t built out demand for 
all of the water in the CAP. So that cut 
doesn’t necessarily translate into a cut 
for every city in the way that you might 
imagine. They’ve all been working on 
being prepared for this for a long time.”

The Kyl Center for Water Policy is 
part of the Morrison Institute for Pub-
lic Policy at Arizona State University. 
An acre-foot is enough water to cover 
one acre in one foot of water, or about 
326,000 gallons.

With it running low, conserving wa-
ter can be crucial.

“With unprecedented drought and 
forthcoming reductions to surface wa-
ter supplies, any water that is conserved 
is water that doesn’t need to be treated 
and delivered, creating a more resilient 
water supply for Arizona,” Tom Harrell, 
water resource analyst at EPCOR, said.

He stated there are many “simple 
things” residents can do to save water.

These include:
• Check for leaks. According to Har-

rell, leaks can waste thousands of gallons 
of water per month.

• Limit showers to five minutes. Har-
rell stated that reducing shower time by 
five minutes per shower can save ap-
proximately 5,000 gallons of water per 
person each year.

• Save water that would otherwise go 
down the drain and use it for different 
applications.

• Landscape your yard in a more 
suitable way for the Southwest. Desert 
landscaping requires less water because 
it is used to the heat and lower mainte-
nance.

• Change how much water your plants 
get in the winter versus the summer. Ac-
cording to Harrell, plants and trees need 
less water in the winter.

He added that conservation kids are 
available for free at EPCOR.com. The 
kits include tools, resources and items to 
help residents use less water, including a 
shower timer, faucet aerators and land-
scape watering guides.

It was anticipated that the Bureau 
of Reclamation would issue a two-year 
plan of operations this week that would 
cement the details. 

But Porter said that now seems un-
likely and the feds will probably only re-
lease a final environmental impact state-
ment at this time.

“It’s going to say what the feds be-
lieve they have the authority to do over 
the next 10 years and it’s going to be 
designed to maximize their authority 
to respond to conditions on the river,” 
Porter said.

The proposed agreement first out-
lined in May would also reduce the 
river water allocation to California 
by 440,000-acre feet and Nevada by 
84,000-acre feet. In addition, it would 
call on all three states to voluntarily con-
serve a total of 300,000-acre feet of river 
water.

“The expectation is most of that vol-
untary conservation will come from Ar-
izona water users,” Porter said.

The reduction would affect Valley 
municipalities that send their Colorado 
River water allotments to surface-water 
treatment plants for treatment and dis-

tribution to varying degrees.
Harrell stated that government pol-

icies and technological advances have 
improved water conservation in Arizo-
na.

“Despite significant population 
growth, Arizona residents use less water 
today than they did 50 years ago,” He 
stated. “Personal habits contribute to 
water conservation, but so do water-ef-
ficient toilets, washing machines and 
dishwashers, low-flow showerheads, 
desert-adapted landscaping, and smart 
irrigation systems.”

Phoenix, Mesa, Scottsdale, Good-
year, Glendale, Gilbert and Avondale 
are the largest cities in the Valley that 
convey the river water to treatment 
plants. Smaller municipalities such as 
Cave Creek, Carefree and Apache Junc-
tion, as well as water provider EPCOR 
in Fountain Hills and the West Valley, 
also treat Colorado River water.

Porter said such cities and towns will 
likely weather the proposed Colorado 
River water reduction, but they need to 
keep searching for new water sources if 
drought conditions worsen.

“Those are the cities that are at risk of 
a disruption if there are very deep short-
ages of Colorado River water,” Porter 
said. “But the disruption for them is that 
the infrastructure they’ve been relying 
on for years and years to take Colorado 
River water and treat it and send it out 
to taps, that infrastructure won’t have 
that stock of Colorado River water. So, 
they are at different stages of being ready 
to turn to alternative supplies in the case of 
very deep shortages.”

The specter of a depleting Colorado 
River is not new, and many of the cities 
and towns that send river water to treat-
ment plants have put plans in place to ad-
dress future cuts.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached at 
zblack@iniusa.org. Please submit comments 
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed 
to publishing a wide variety of reader opin-
ions, as long as they meet our Civility Guide-
lines.
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PATIO COVERS PATIO ENCLOSURES PATIO RESCREENS
SUNSCREENS  ROLLUP SHADES

Arizona’s Best Sunscreens • 602-810-0700
Jason Henderson • Over 25 years experience

azbestscreens.com • azbestsunscreens@gmail.com • PORA & SCHOA Certified • ROC 348596 • bonded • insured

OFFERING SECOND OPINIONS
 AND DENTAL CONSULTATIONS
TIME TO USE YOUR INSURANCE BENEFITS

AZ DENTAL CARE
Gentle Affordable Quality Care

623-974-5834
10659 NW Grand Ave.

Ste 4, Sun City
Located in Fry’s Shopping Center

Accept Most Insurances including Military & AHCCCS 
United Healthcare Dual Complete, Mercy Care Advantage, Gold Kidney, Eternal, SCAN, Banner, Well Care

Retirees & Families Welcome • Emergencies Seen Same Day • Walk-Ins Welcome
Payment Plans Available

Dr. Minal Mehta, D.D.S.
Graduate of University of the Pacific, San Francisco

Dentures 
Repaired 
Same Day
Root Canal 
Treatment

Done on Site

NOW ACCEPTING MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sun City resident David Knorr 
said he’s been a “maker” his entire 
life. He remembers being as young 
as five years old making sculptures 
in his dad’s shop while he sketched 
and built houses. Now, after work 
got in the way of doing what he 
loves, he’s been fully dedicated to 
making art.

“It’s just fun,” Knorr said. “I en-
joy the heck out of it. I’ll make a 
piece and as it’s going through the 
process, I’m sketching more and 
coming up with new ideas. I’m al-
ways thinking, always planning, 
always doing something to esca-
late my next sculpture I’m going to 
build.”

He likes making sculptures out 
of both clay and wood, adding the 
Southwest has really sparked his 
creativity.

“The geology of the Southwest 
inspires me,” he said. “Especially 
when you’re seeing a large expanse 
in the mountains; Sedona, Flagstaff, 
Chiricahua National Monument, 
all these places here in Arizona. 
You’ll see layer after layer of differ-
ent rock, different colors, different 
minerals that are in those layers.”

His art has layers of depth in-
spired by the wind and water ero-

sion that created the mountains 
and valleys the Southwest is known 
for. He loves including positive and 
negative shapes to showcase differ-
ent shapes within the landscape.

He’s got his creative process 
down to a science.

As he moves through different 
landscapes, Knorr makes sketches 
to use as inspiration. When he de-
cides to commit to making a piece, 
he gets very serious about it and 
locks in on what he needs to do to 
execute the sculpture.

“What I try to pride myself in 
is that I make the sculpture that 
is very close to what I sketched,” 
Knorr said. “So scale wise, likewise, 
motion, movement. All the visual 
stimulants that I had in my head I 
start to put it into that sculpture.”

Once he gets into the studio, he 
wants to make sure that what he’s 
creating is lining up with the sketch. 
However, the clay or wood is the 
most important thing at this stage.

“At that point, the sculpture is 
now starting to talk to me as well,” 
he said. “As I’m turning it, looking 
at it from the sides, the back, I flip 
it around, it’s starting to show me 
where maybe the idea needs a little 
embellishment. Some things need a 
little tweaking.”

He added that as he’s building it, 

he’s spending more time thinking 
about making sure it’s going to be 
a successful piece. He doesn’t like 
to deviate from the overall theme 
of the sketch but said the sculpture 
“gets enhanced to the point where 
people get the chance to delve into 
the pieces and enjoy all the differ-
ent views.”

Knorr became a member of the 
Finer Arts Gallery, 6137 E. Cave 
Creek Road, about seven months 
ago because it gives artists the op-

portunity to display their work. He 
said he has 12 pieces on display.

The gallery is hosting the Art 
Affaire gallery show Friday, Aug. 
21, and Knorr is the featured artist, 
which he said he’s excited about.

“The art fair is a celebration of 
new art that’s coming in,” Knorr 
said. “Giving people an opportunity 
to come into the gallery, talk to the 
artist, look at the new work.”

Pat Isaacson, co-owner of the 
Finer Arts Gallery’, said the gallery 
highlights an artist during the “Art 
Affaire” event each month.

“Our jurying process is to not 
only consider the quality of the 
work, but to make sure it is unique 
from anything else we show,” she 
said. “David’s sculpture fits both 
requirements. We also review the 
artists to make sure they will work 
well with our other artists, because 
that is an important part of making 
the gallery work. David is multi-tal-
ented, good with gallery guests and 
helpful to the other artists. He is a 
wonderful addition to our gallery.”

For more information about 
Knorr, go to davidknorr.com.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached at 
zblack@iniusa.org. Please submit comments 

at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

3-D artist David Knorr will exhibit his contempo-
rary ceramic and wood sculptures during the Aug. 
21 “Art Affaire” show at the Finer Arts Gallery in 
Cave Creek. (Submitted photo/David Knorr)

Sun City sculptor finds Southwest inspiration
ART
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SPONSORED CONTENT

By Jim Schmidt
MEDICARE AUTHORITY, 
ADVOCATE & ADVISOR

For most of Medicare’s sixty-year 
history, one thing stayed firmly off 
the table: coverage for weight-loss 
medication. By law, those drugs simply 
weren’t part of the deal. This Sum-
mer, that changed. On July 1, 2026, 
Medicare launched a first-of-its-kind 
program called the Medicare GLP-1 
Bridge, and for the right person, it can 
be a real game-changer. For anyone 
who has watched these medications 
from the sidelines, wishing they were 
within reach, this is welcome news 
indeed.

Here is how it came about. The 
GLP-1 medications you have seen in 
the headlines, the pens, pills, and injec-
tions that help people lose weight, have 
been costly and largely out of reach for 

older Americans. After years of debate, 
the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services created the Bridge as a 
temporary program to open that door. 
It runs nationwide, in every state and 
territory, from July 1, 2026 through 
December 31, 2027, offering these 
medications for a flat $50 a month vs.
prior costs of $250 to $300 and higher 
monthly costs.

That $50 stays the same every 
month, even as your dose goes up, 
which is a rare bit of predictability in 
the world of prescriptions. One honest 
note: this $50 does not count toward 
your Part D deductible or your yearly 
out-of-pocket limit, and the Extra Help 
program cannot lower it. This program 
is unilateral to your Medicare Part D 
plan either as a stand-alone PDP or in-
corporated within your MAPD plan. 
Insurance guidelines and benefits are 
absent here.

Who does it benefit? To qual-
ify, you first need Medicare drug cov-
erage, meaning Part D, either on its 
own or built into a Medicare Advan-
tage plan. From there, you must be 18 
or older and meet one of these health 
guidelines: a body mass index, or BMI, 
of 35 or higher; a BMI of 30 to 34.9 
along with a condition such as heart 
failure, high blood pressure, chronic 
kidney disease, prediabetes, or a past 
heart attack or stroke; or a BMI of 27 to 
29.9 with prediabetes, a past heart at-
tack or stroke, or peripheral artery dis-
ease. In plain terms, it is aimed at folks 
whose weight is affecting, or threaten-
ing, their health.

Just as important is who is not eligi-
ble. You cannot use the Bridge if you 
already receive a GLP-1 drug through 
your Part D plan. And if you have type 
2 diabetes, moderate-to-severe sleep 
apnea, or fatty liver disease, you are

steered elsewhere, though the good 
news is your regular Part D plan may 
already cover a GLP-1 for those con-
ditions. When in doubt, it is worth a 
conversation to sort out which path is 
yours.

If you think you qualify, here are the 
steps to get started.

First, talk with your doctor. If a 
covered medication is right for you, 
your doctor sends the prescription to 
your pharmacy and, when asked, com-
pletes a short approval form called a 
prior authorization. Your doctor also 
confirms that you are pairing the med-
ication with healthy eating and exer-
cise.

Second, pick it up. Your pharma-
cy may ask for your Medicare number 
or the last four digits of your Social Se-
curity number. You will pay your $50 
and receive your medication.

Third, watch your mailbox. 
Medicare will send a letter confirm-
ing your coverage under the Bridge, 
and your approval lasts through De-
cember 31, 2027. Questions along the 
way? You can call me, 480-296-3900, 
or 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-
4227) any time, day or night.

The three specific medications cov-
ered under the program are Foundayo, 
a tablet you take by mouth; Wegovy, 
available as an injection or a tablet; and 
Zepbound, the KwikPen version only, 
as the single-dose vials and pens are not 
covered.

A word of encouragement to close. 
Medicare can feel like a maze, and a 
brand-new program like this only adds 
to the questions. Please do not let that 
stop you from finding out whether it 
could help you or someone you love. 
If you are unsure about your eligibility, 
your coverage, or your next step, reach 

out to someone you trust to walk you 
through it. You do not have to figure 
it out alone. After a lifetime of hard 
work, you deserve clear answers, hon-
est guidance, and the genuine peace of 
mind that comes with knowing some-
one has your back.

Next Month’s Article:
Come September, we will cover 

the 2027 Annual Enrollment Period, 
(AEP) which starts October 1st for 
reviews & discussion of your current 
coverage and what the Market Offer-
ings are for 2027, and October 15th 
thru December 7th for plan change 
applications if appealing. A gentle 
tap on your shoulder; there most 
definitely will be considerable move-
ment come the new year. That is not 
to say that you would need to change 
or experience any unwarranted stress! 
A trusted professional should be on 
your side with honest evaluation 
predicated on your review and current 
wants and needs conversations. Don’t 
let anyone ever talk to you just about 
those “shiny add-ons”. A health plan 
should stand on its own as a health 
plan and perform as expected when 
called upon. Extra’s are nice, however 
what is nicer are no surprises, disrup-
tions, peace of mind, and of course 
an Advocate on your side and always 
available throughout the year and the 
years to come. A longer paragraph 
than I set out to inform. Thrust- take 
it from this seasoned professional, that 
is how important this period is.

About the Author:
Jim Schmidt has been a trusted Medi-

care Authority, Advisor, and Advocate 
in Arizona since 2006. Jim never charges 
a fee to those who reach out. Contact 
him any time at 480-296-3900 or
JimSchmidt@MedicareAndYou.Reviews.

Medicare And You™

Medicare’s New GLP-1 Bridge: Weight-Loss Help for $50 a Month

Jim Schmidt, Medicare And You ™
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We deserve to know the truth 
about Medicare Advantage

It has come to my attention that 
some of the largest Medicare Ad-
vantage plans have been identified 
by Health and Human Services and 
Office of Inspector General as having 
engaged in questionable denials of 
some Medicare benefits.

This information was disclosed in 
HHS OIG report dated June 8,2026 
(OEI-09-24-00330).

Under a Medicare Advantage 
plan, Medicare Part B dollars are 
managed by a for-profit insurance 
company that determines necessary 
care. According to the OIG report, 
decision-making for certain types 
of covered care may not coincide 
with Medicare rules which Medicare 
Advantage is required to follow. 

On appeal, initial denials were 
frequently determined to meet 
Medicare coverage and billing rules 
and were overturned in favor of the 
Medicare enrollee.

Frequent denials include:
• Inpatient rehabilitation facilities 

and long-term acute-care hospitals 
— the three largest Medicare Ad-
vantage organizations denied prior 
authorization requests for inpatient 
rehabilitation facilities admission 
more often than most peers. Many of 
these initial denials were overturned 
on appeal, according to the June 
report.

• Skilled nursing facilities — 
Medicare enrollees and providers 
appealed 18% of skilled nursing 
facilities denials. When appealed, the 
denials were overturned 95% of the 
time, according to the report. The 
OIG report concluded that the ex-
tremely high overturn rate indicates 
that some enrollees were initially 

denied medically necessary care and 
“raises concerns about denials that 
were not appealed.”

Information disclosed in this 
report is appalling and represents 
nothing less than elder abuse, in my 
opinion. To deny necessary Medi-
care Advantage coverage that should 
have been approved as submitted for 
any reason is unacceptable.

This should be immediately 
investigated by Congress.  If Medi-
care Advantage companies are found 
guilty of purposefully and wrongly 
denying Medicare benefits due to 
any failing of the Medicare Ad-
vantage company, there should be 
substantial fines collected and jail 
time for CEOs.

Tom Slade
SUN CITY

Will seniors pay more 
for prescriptions in 2027?

Congressman Abe Hamadeh has 
closely aligned himself with Presi-
dent Trump and his administration. 
That’s why I think Congressional 
District 8 voters should pay attention 
to the administration’s latest Medi-
care decision — and what it could 
mean for Arizona seniors.

The Trump administration has 
announced it will end the Medi-
care Part D premium stabilization 
program after 2026. That program 
helped keep Medicare prescription 
drug plan premiums from rising 
sharply. 

Without it, many Medicare 
beneficiaries are expected to pay 
higher monthly premiums for their 
prescription drug coverage beginning 
in 2027. Administration officials 
estimate that about 45% of Part D 
enrollees will see premium increases, 
many in the range of $11 to $20 per 
month, unless they switch plans.

For seniors living on fixed in-
comes, every dollar matters. Higher 
Medicare prescription drug coverage 
costs come on top of rising hous-
ing, grocery, and utility bills. Many 
retirees in Arizona’s 8th Congressio-
nal District already struggle to make 
ends meet. Telling seniors to shop for 
a new plan every year is not a real 
solution.

Congressman Hamadeh has 
consistently supported President 
Trump and his policies. If he sup-
ports ending this program, he should 
explain why Arizona seniors should 
pay more for the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage they rely on. If he 
does not, he should say so publicly 
and work to protect Medicare bene-
ficiaries.

Healthcare affordability should 
not be a partisan issue. Seniors paid 
into Medicare throughout their 
working lives and deserve stable, af-
fordable prescription drug coverage.

In CD 8, voters should remember 
this: a vote for Abe Hamadeh is a 
vote for the Trump administration’s 
Medicare policies—including ending 
the Part D premium stabilization 
program, which is expected to leave 
many seniors paying more for their 
prescription drug coverage.

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

This writer is using a pen name.

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confirma-
tion. We welcome your photo. All 
opinions must be no more than 300 
words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the same 
issue will not be published. The con-
tent of a submission is the responsibil-
ity of the person who submitted it.

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

LETTERS

• See Letters on page 11

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.



Fixing Social Security 
is not that diffi  cult

There is talk about again increas-
ing the age to collect full Social 
Security benefi ts to age 70. Con-
gress has already increased the full 
retirement age from 65 to 67 a few 
years ago. It’s time to take a diff erent 
approach.

I propose a three-step approach 
to increasing the minimum age to 
collect Social Security, currently 
age 62, to age 65 over a three-year 
period.

Step One. Eff ective Jan. 1, 2028, 
increase the age to collect early 
Social Security benefi ts to age 63 
with benefi ts payable the month the 
recipient reaches age 63.

Step Two. Eff ective Jan. 1, 2029, 
increase the age to collect early 
Social Security benefi ts to age 64 

with benefi ts payable the month the 
recipient reaches age 64.

Step Three. Eff ective Jan. 1, 
2030, increase the age to collect 
early Social Security benefi ts to age 
65 with benefi ts payable the month 
the recipient reaches age 65.

Over this same three-year period, 
increase employer/employee Social 
Security withholding tax by 0.25% 
annually so at the end of the third 
year both the employer and em-
ployer will be paying a total of 1.5% 
more. (0.75% each).

Eliminate the cap on income sub-
ject to Social Security tax, currently 
about $187,000, to actual earnings 
up to $5 million, from all sources, 
adjusted annually for infl ation.

Pass a law stating that anyone 
whose income, from all sources, ex-
ceeds $10 million in any given year, 
adjusted annually for infl ation, shall 
be ineligible to receive social security 
payments the following year.

Paul Bocconcelli
PEORIA

can’t wait to see the dining room,” 
she said. “Everybody seems to be 
happy.”

Many Elks members said they 
go to other lodges, which look nic-
er than No. 2559. This was part of 
the reason the renovation happened. 
Glenn said the lounge is just old, 
which was the biggest reason.

“We just wanted to put in new 
fl oors, a new dance fl oor,” she said. 

“Make it a safer, nicer atmosphere 
for our new members to come into.”

It will also help the lodge gain new 
members, which is very important to 
the group as that is a major way the 
Elks get funding.

“We wanted to honor our past, 
celebrate our present and build our 
future by making it a safe, wonderful 
and beautiful place to go to,” Glenn 
said.

For more information about the 
Elks Lodge No. 2559, go to tinyurl.
com/bjudxskw.

GRANDVIEW TERRACEGRANDVIEW TERRACE

Freedom Plaza  |  Peoria

Grandview Terrace  |  Sun City West

La Loma Village  |  Litchfield Park

The Colonnade  |  Surprise

Sun Health At Home  |  Your Home

(623) 294-7861
SunHealthCommunities.org 

Why wait for “Someday” when the perfect 
day is right here?

At a Sun Health community, you can enjoy 
local golf, energizing workouts, art classes, 
and evening concerts. Every moment is 
designed for fun, fitness, and friendship.

LIVE FOR TODAY,

Play Every Day 

Two individuals from Encore Flooring work on the Elks Lodge fl oor. (Submitted photo/Elks Lodge No. 
2559)

Elks
• From page 1

Letters
• From page 10
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They’re more than just your “favorite,” 
They’re a 

COMMUNITY FAVORITE!

Vote for your favorite business in our 
SUN CITY FAVORITES 

Readers’ Choice Awards 

RULES:
• You may vote once per day, per household, 
    per IP address
• The “View Results” button will not work 
    until after the winners have been announced
• Businesses can only be featured or win in 
    a max of two categories
• No new businesses or categories will be 
    added once voting begins

Voting Sept. 1 – 30, 2026

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY

2026

SUN CITY
 FAVORITES

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sun City resident Wayne Lusvar-
di is looking for neighbors interest-
ed in exploring a community food 
cooperative, an idea he says could 
give residents another way to ob-
tain food if a severe financial crisis 
disrupts conventional grocery and 
delivery systems.

Lusvardi wants to gauge resi-
dents’ interest in forming a com-
mittee to study whether Sun City 
needs a food co-op or buyers’ club. 
He said his proposal stems from his 
belief that the country is approach-
ing a banking crisis that could leave 
people without access to their mon-
ey and interrupt food distribution.

“Nobody’s doing anything, and 
this could be imminent,” Lusvardi 
said.

Lusvardi said he is particularly 
concerned about food security for 
older and vulnerable residents if ac-
cess to banks, transportation or re-
tailers is interrupted.

“What do we do with the vul-
nerable people, who, you know, are 
living on the edge already?” he said.

The idea is still in its earliest stag-
es. Lusvardi does not have a specif-
ic operating model and said his first 
goal is to determine whether resi-
dents believe the co-op is needed.

If there is enough interest, Lus-
vardi envisions bringing together 
people with experience in food dis-
tribution and related industries to 
consider how a food co-op in Sun 
City could work. One possibility, he 
said, would be a membership-based 

buyers’ club. Another would be so-
liciting proposals from an existing 
food cooperative or distributor.

“The thing that I would have to 
do to be successful in facilitating 
this is keeping the focus on the af-
fordability of a food co-op,” Lus-
vardi said. 

While Lusvardi believes a major 
financial disruption is approaching, 
Arizona State University professor 
Jeffrey Timmermans, who has stud-
ied and reported on economics for 
more than two decades, said such a 
scenario is highly unlikely.

“I think Mr. Lusvardi’s fears are 
a bit hyperbolic, in the manner of a 
Hollywood thriller,” said Timmer-
mans. 

“While the global importance of 
the U.S. dollar has declined over 
the past few years in terms of trade 
settlement and foreign reserves 
holdings, there is vanishingly lit-
tle chance that the dollar would be 
‘unusable’ or that the entire U.S. fi-
nancial system would collapse.”

Regardless of the economic 
premise behind Lusvardi’s proposal, 
a community-based food purchas-
ing program could work, according 
to Jesse Hoover of Farmbox Arizo-
na, which connects customers with 
produce and other food from local 
farms and producers.

“It is absolutely feasible, particu-
larly in a community like Sun City 
where there is a concentrated popu-
lation and an opportunity to aggre-
gate demand,” Hoover said. 

“The biggest question is less 

Resident proposes food 
co-op as safeguard 

against fi nancial crisis

FOOD

• See Food on page 14
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High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED • LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro Jetting • Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections • Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

$$37 DRAIN  37 DRAIN UNCLOG UNCLOGSPECIAL!SPECIAL!

37
2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE*
FREE

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$ 15 SENIOR &
MILITARY

DISCOUNT*
%

UP TO



14  August 19, 2026  |  Sun City Independent  |  YourValley.net

whether residents would support 
the concept and more how the op-
erational side would be structured.”

Hoover said coordinating pro-
ducers, maintaining refrigerated 
storage, managing inventory, meet-
ing food-safety requirements and 
distributing perishable goods are 
among the challenges involved in 
running such a program.

Rather than creating a new op-
eration from scratch, Hoover said 
Sun City residents could potential-
ly partner with an existing distrib-
utor.

“We would welcome the oppor-
tunity to be part of those conversa-
tions with Sun City residents and 
community leaders,” Hoover said.

Finding a location for the co-op 
would be another challenge.

Lusvardi said one possibility 
would be to seek space in a vacant 
commercial building that he be-
lieved was owned by the Sun City 
Home Owners Association. He sug-
gested such a property could poten-

tially serve as a distribution site if 
the co-op moved forward.

But SCHOA Marketing Manag-
er Beth Lucas said the association 
does not own the vacant commer-
cial property Lusvardi referenced, 
or any retail or community space.

“If this is going to be on a busi-
ness property then it would not in-
volve us,” Lucas said.

For now, Lusvardi said he is pre-
pared for skepticism from residents 
who do not share his view of the 
economy. He said the point of an 
initial meeting would be to deter-
mine whether enough people see 
value in exploring the concept.

“I’m sure there’ll be some peo-
ple saying, ‘We don’t need this, and 
you’re a conspiracy theorist,’” Lus-
vardi said.

If residents conclude existing 
services can adequately provide 
food during a disruption, Lusvardi 
said he is willing to drop the pro-
posal.

“If we decide, well, we don’t 
need to set up a co-op, there are or-
ganizations and programs in place, 
then fine,” he said. "But what hap-
pens on D-Day."

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT. 

PLAN
WHAT COMES NEXT.

No legal advice given – Not a law �rm

• Living Trusts & Wills
• Powers of Attorney

& Health Care Directives
• Deeds & Bene�ciary Deeds

• Retirement Income Planning
• Insurance & Annuities

•  Roth Conversions

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

Standing Tee Time
Membership

FROM

$134
/ month

$799 / season

Foundation Membership

FROM

$500
/ month

Seasonal Membership

FROM

$558
/ month

$6,700 / season

VISIT BRIARWOODCC.COM FOR MORE INFO

Briarwood
Country Club

Banner Olive Branch Senior Center, 
13049 N. 103rd Ave., off ers in dining, 
to-go meals and food pantry services. 
The food pantry available at no cost 
7-11 a.m. Tuesday–Thursday. The 
center staff  recommends a suggest-
ed donation of $5 ($5 fee for under 
60).  Lunch is served at 11 a.m. at no 
cost for anyone over 60. Breakfast is 
served 6:30-8:30 a.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Cost is  $5 for breakfast and 
is open to all. To-go meals are now 
available daily for $5/meal and are 
open to all. To-go meal distribution is 
11 a.m.-noon Monday-Friday. 

The center also off ers benefi ts reviews 
and information and referral services 
as well as many activities.  Call 623-
465-6000.

Menu
• Wednesday, Aug. 19 — Bean and 
cheese burrito, corn and pepper mix, 
Scandinavian mixed vegetables, 
tropical fruit
• Thursday, Aug. 20 — White fi sh in 
spinach cream sauce, stewed toma-
toes, roasted potatoes, roll, fi g bar, 
grapes
• Friday, Aug. 21 — Beef tips over 
brown rice, broccoli, carrots, mandarin 
oranges
• Monday, Aug. 24 — Tuna salad plate 
on romaine lettuce, baby carrots, 
cucumber, hard-boiled egg, fl atbread, 
whole-grain Sun Chips, apple slices
• Tuesday, Aug. 25 — Four-bean beef 
chili, sweet potato, peas and carrots, 
cornbread, Fig Newton, pineapple 
chunks 

Banner Olive Branch Senior Center off ers meals, pantry service

Food
• From page 12
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9803 W Bell Road, Sun City, AZ 85351
480-635-4801

15% OFF
With Coupon. One Coupon Per Table.

(Not For Delivery)

MON - SAT  
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY

S

PRIVATE ROOM 
AVAILABLE, SEATS 

35 PEOPLE

10793 WEST GRAND AVENUE • SUN CITY • 623-875-0676

“Just Great…Like Always”

FRIDAY 8/21 SATURDAY 8/22

BBQ 
Ribs

with 3 sides
$13.50 

2-Piece
Fish Fry

with fries and coleslaw
$9.99 (plus tax) (plus tax)

SUNDAY 8/23THURSDAY 8/20

Open Everyday
7 am–7 pm 

BREAKFAST 
SERVED ALL DAY See our 

ads and menu 
on Facebook

@ royalcafe.az 

MONDAY 8/24 TUESDAY 8/25 WEDNESDAY 8/19

Spaghetti
ONLY

$7.99 (plus tax)

Beef Tips
over noodles

with soup or salad
 $10.00(plus tax)

Baked
Fish

with 3 sides
$8.99

Chicken Fried 
Steak
with 2 sides
$9.99 (plus tax)(plus tax)

Turkey Dinner
with mashed potatoes, green beans & stu�ing

$9.99(plus tax)

Dine-In or Take-Out

Pork Schnitzel 
with potato pancake and two sides

$10.99(plus tax)

Chicken 
Enchiladas

with rice and beans
$9.99(plus tax)

Sun City Meals on Wheels
will do the cooking

Two healthy meals delivered daily
Your choice of days, even holidays

Food allergy? Diabetic? Special diets?
No problem!

To start your nutritious meals
Call Sun City Meals on Wheels o�ce

623-974-9430
Monday-Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

NEW VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Follow our website at www.suncitymealsonwheels.org

Sun City Meals on Wheels is a 501c(3) nonpro�t organization.  Our EIN is 86-6090080. 
We are a Qualifying Charitable Organization (QCO) with the State of Arizona QCO#22862 

Two healthy meals delivered daily
Your choice of days, even holidays

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

your news  your            way
One price,
endless news
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Dr. Joe Gerard DDS

Free Consultation

623-933-1111
10001 W Bell Rd Ste. 123

Sun City, AZ 85351

602-788-4040
3010 E Cactus Rd

Phoenix, AZ 85032

• Onsite Denture Lab
• Same Day repairs/relines
• Implants placed and restored
• Serving the valley for 30 years
• Full Service Dentistry
• Sedation o�ered with surgery
• Financing Available
• Price match available

$3,499  Lower Dentures
With 2 Implants

arizonadental.com
info@arizonadental.com

Ad Sponsored by:

Reopening!GRAND

• Official ribbon cutting 9:45 a.m.
• Tours of the new boxing room and personal
   training suite
• D-Backs mascot Baxter
   the Bobcat  
• Refreshments
• Raffle prizes

Please
Register to

Attend

BenefitnessGym.orgBenefitnessGym.org

September 10th
9:00 - 11:00 AM

16752 N. Greasewood St.
Surprise, AZ 85378

Benefitness Adaptive Gym

Benefitness Adaptive Gym is bigger and
better than ever! We are proud to show the
community all the updated and upgraded
programs and services we offer!

A Bigger Space. A Greater Impact.

AND MORE!

PLEASE JOIN US to celebrate fitness, fun,
and community!

Senior center to host creative writing workshops
WRITING

Doing Grief Community Heal-
ing Project will offer two creative 
writing workshops inviting people 
to play with words, explore creativ-
ity and express stories and experi-
ences that matter to them.

“Word Play to Bring Joy, Con-
nection, and Healing” will be 
noon–2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 27, 
and Thursday, Sept. 24, at Banner 
Olive Branch Senior Center, 13049 
N. 103rd Ave. Led by author, poet 
and songwriter Shea Darian, the 
workshops are open to everyone 
from experienced writers to those 
who have never written more than 
a letter or grocery list.

The workshops will explore 
prose, memoir, poetry, song and 
other creative forms, inviting par-
ticipants to discover how words can 

bring their stories and contempla-
tions to life.

“I’d like to inspire people with 
the joy and healing writing can 
bring,” she said. “Writing can be 
a form of prayer or meditation. It 
can help us process grief, remember 
someone we love, tell our stories, 
gain perspective and heal.”

Darian’s relationship with words 
began early. Although she was one 
of the slowest children in her first-
grade class to learn the alphabet, 
she was captivated by language and 
the way others could make words 
come alive from a page.

At age 9, she wrote her first poem, 
inspired by the changing seasons 
and December snow in Iowa, where 
she grew up. Her teacher accused 
her of plagiarism.

“I was devastated,” Darian said. 
“I had just experienced the joy of 
creating with words for the first 
time, and suddenly I was being told 
it wasn't mine.”

The misunderstanding was even-
tually cleared up, and her teacher 
apologized. 

But the experience stayed with 
Darian, who now seeks to create 
an encouraging and caring space 
where others can discover their own 
written voices. At age 12, when her 
parents gave her a guitar, she began 
writing songs.

During the workshops, partici-
pants will write and may share their 
work, although sharing is optional. 
No experience is necessary. Sup-
plies will be provided, or partici-
pants may bring a favorite notebook 

and pen.
“You don't have to think of your-

self as a writer to discover what 
writing might open up for you,” 
Darian said.

Darian is the author of "Do-
ing Grief in Real Life: A Soulful 
Guide to Navigate Loss, Death & 
Change." She is director of Doing 
Grief, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and 
a spiritual care provider offering 
Healing Circles, family support and 
one-to-one grief support on a slid-
ing scale.

RSVP by calling 623-465-6000 
or emailing Connect@DoingGrief.
org.

There is a suggested donation of 
$5–$10. However, all are welcome 
regardless of ability to donate.

Visit DoingGrief.org.
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Includes FREE 65 Multi-Point
Inspection & Tire Rotation

OIL CHANGE SPECIALS

CASTROL SYNTHETIC 
BLEND OIL CHANGE

(5w20 0r 5w30)

$29.95

*By Appointment. Excludes diesel and European Vehicles. Shop supplies, disposal fees & 
taxes extra. Most cars/light trucks. Oil change includes up to 5 qts. of motor oil and a new oil 
� lter. Cartridge/specialty � lters extra. Cannot combine with any other o� er. Present coupon 
at time of service to receive discount/service speci� ed. Limited time only. Expires 9-30-26.

CASTROL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE
(0w30 0r 0w20)

$49.95
SAVE ON ANY SERVICE

Any repair or maintenance 
of $150 or more$20 OFF

*Before taxes and fees. Cannot combine with any other o� ers. Excludes tires and batteries. 
One-time use only. Present coupon at time of service to receive discount/service speci� ed. 
Limited time only. Expires 9-30-26.

Any repair or maintenance 
of $400 or more$40 OFF
Any repair or maintenance 
of $750 or more$75 OFF

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATED AUTOMOTIVE PROS

10014 Santa Fe Dr, Sun City, AZ 85351
623-933-8291

Monday-Friday 7:30am - 5:00pm  •  SunCityAutoService.com

FREE
Battery Testing

&
Brake Inspections

CAR TROUBLES?
   WE GET IT RIGHT -
    THE FIRST TIME!

309+ reviews
4.9 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★4.8 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

159+ reviews
4.9 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

3,065+ reviews

NEW LASER & OZONE TREATMENT!

Hard to Treat
Toenails?
Board-certified physicians can
treat your fungus, discoloration,
and painful toenails with
no oral medication!

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

BEFORE AFTER

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121
Phoenix, AZ 85006

GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168
Glendale, AZ 85308

SUN CITY WEST 13907 W Camino Del Sol, #101
Sun City West, AZ 85375

SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150
Sun City, AZ 85351

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Technological advances are chang-
ing all aspects of life for many in the 
world. On a smaller scale, the same 
can be said for the Fairway Wood-
working Club, located at 10600 W. 
Peoria Ave.

The nonprofit club with around 
260 members has a range of people 
participating, according to club Pres-
ident Randy Hutton.

“Mostly just people who like to 
tinker and build stuff,” Hutton said. 
“Some of them really don’t even do 
woodworking. Some of them just like 
to take care of the equipment. They 
enjoy doing that and they’ll tinker 
with a little bit of woodworking every 
now and then.”

Club treasurer Diane Kindler add-
ed that some people come to the club 
just to socialize with Hutton saying 
the members are “pretty laid back.”

While the club has many standard 
tools like a buzz saw and drills, it also 
has two pieces of technology; a Com-
puter Numerical Control machine 
and a laser engraver. Hutton said the 
adaptation of technology has been 
the club’s biggest change in recent 
years, but it’s been a bit of a struggle 
for older members to learn.

“Everybody wants to learn how 
to do the CNC and laser, but it takes 
certain computer savviness,” he said. 
“We’re getting a lot of people wanting 
to learn it, but it intimidates a lot.”

Both devices are computer con-
trolled. The biggest difference is the 
laser engraver uses a non-contact 
light beam to burn or discolor the 
surface of wood or cut thin sheets of 
wood by vaporizing it while the CNC 
machine uses a spinning part to phys-

ically cut out pieces of wood.
“I see it opening up a lot more 

possibilities,” Hutton said. “But, at 
the same time, it’s never going to re-
place the handmade laid stuff and the 
handmade cut stuff.”

He added that it is almost too per-
fect and doesn’t sell for as much.

“People pay more for that because 
they want that handmade look,” 
he said. “We can go out and buy a 
wooden bowl off of Amazon for a lot 
cheaper than here. But the quality is 
not quite there.”

Kindler said she prefers the laser 
engraver because it’s easier to use 
while Hutton prefers the CNC ma-
chine because it allows for a wider 
variety of projects.

The club buys wood and charges 
members the amount they bought 
the wood for if they want to use it 
for their own personal use. However, 
should a member make a piece that 
will go back into the shop, they can 
use club-bought wood for free.

Hutton said the club typically 
buys woods like oak, maple and wal-
nut, among other types.

Club fees are $15.
For more information, go to fair-

waywoodworking.net.

CLUBS

Club president Randy Hutton and treasurer Diane 
Kindler stand with the CNC machine. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Zev Black)

Technology brings new possibilities 
to woodworking club
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13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

New
Location!

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implant Expert 30+ Years
• Do You Want To Save Your Teeth? We Can Help
• Lab On Site

Denture Repair and Reline While You Wait 

       
  Come Visit O

ur

NEW LOCATION!

(RIGHT NEXT TO SAFEWAY)

FREE CONSULT & 3D X-RAY
FREE ORAL CANCER SCREENING

Call Now 623-214-7898

623-561-4800 • WESTERNBANKS.COM
10050 W Bell Rd, Suite 6 • Sun City

11-MONTH OR 18-MONTH CD

GROW WITH CONFIDENCE.

4.00%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e
ective 7/13/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit 
required to open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC.

GOLF

DT Winners
At Stardust July 29 - Select 9
1st fl ight: (Handicaps 3-17)
Jim Haaland and Scott Klein (Tied at 22) Mike 
Griffi  th-23
Mike Bashaw, Steve Wolf, Doug Kooyman and Rob 
Pape (Tied at 24)
2nd fl ight: (Handicaps 18-27)
Joe Petrocelli-20 Don Giese-22
John Mitchell and Wayne Hendrickson (Tied at 23)
James Dunn, Jim Deminsky and Tom Flaherty (Tied 
at 24)
At Echo Mesa Aug. 5
1st fl ight: (Handicaps 5-16)
Jim Haaland and Ed Lewton (Low Gross Tie) 65
Scott Klein and Wayne Hendrickson (Tied at 59) 
Doug Kooyman-62
2nd fl ight: (Handicaps 17-27)
John Mitchell (Low Gross) 76  Dave Gearhart (Low 
Net) 61
Dan Weber-62  Tom Flaherty and Doug Smith (Tied 
at 63)
John Plum-64

Echo Mesa Women’s Golf Club
Aug. 4
Low Gross/Low Net
Flt. 1 20 - 37 Low Gross Low Net
Low Gross     
Carolyn Lopez 77.0 
ReNae Keuck 83.0 
Low Net      
Janet Eriksson 48
Eileen Fargher 54
Nine Holers    
Joanne Honce 42 
Jeanne Pribnow 27

Echo Mesa Women’s Golf Club
Aug. 11
Even Holes 
Flt. 1 24 - 38 Game Score  
Carolyn Lopez 24  
Ginger Emerson 24  
Barb Hoolehan 25  
Peggy Stowell 25  
Teri Follin 25  
Colleen Zarate 25   
Nine Holers    
Joanne Honce 46  
Jeanne Pribnow 47

Desert Trails Ladies Golf
Aug. 11
Flight 1 Low Gross K. Wallace 75 Low Net L. Van-
dever 56
Flight 2 Low Gross K. McDonald 82 Low Net J. Heydt 
53
Flight 3 Low Gross C. Wendling 95 Low Net D. Peck, 

J. Martin 58

GAMES

SCWCBC Scores
Aug. 4
1 Bonnie Mattraw 4690
2 Rita Hughes 4090
3 Dennis Hemmer 4010
4 Chris Lee 3710
Small Slam(s): Bonnie Mattraw and Rita Hughes  

Pass-4 Pinochle Tournament Winners
1. Bob Kuhn - 1250
2. Charlie Smith - 1183
3. Ron Moose - 1148
No-Pass Pinochle Tournament
1. Fred Tomlin - 795
2. Ron Moose - 766
3. Kathy Holm - 748

Monday Bridge
Aug. 10
1st - Bill Hoenig and Tim Archer 5060
2nd- Susan and Roger Anderson 3960
3rd - Larry and Rita Hughes 3860
4th - Chris Lee and Mary Vraney 3410
Small Slam
Susan and Roger Anderson

SCORES

THIRD ACE
Barbara Davies recently hit her third hole in one. 
It was on hole 7 at the Quail Run Golf Course. 
Davies, age 82, is a members of the Willowcreek 
18-hole Ladies League. (Submitted photo/Cher-
yl Claggett)
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Lisa Wade 602.541.8211
Kurt Kominski 602.541.4107

Realty One Arizona  |  Dove Realty Inc. Washington

Thank you for considering our services, together, we can achieve your real estate goals.
Live and work in Sun City Arizona 55+ Community Specialist.

Kurt N Lisa
Realty One Group

•  30 Plus Years of Real Estate Expertise

•  We O
er Professional advise on   
staging, repairs & Pricing

•  Targeted marketing, Photography &   
Video to ensure your listing stands out

•  We are here to guide you through
the selling or purchasing process
ensuring smooth & successful   
transactions

•  Find us on                     at    
KurtNLisasOpenHouse
Find us on                     at 

YOUR SUN CITY REAL ESTATE TEAM

Live and work in Sun City Arizona 55+ Community Specialist.

 602.541.8211
 602.541.4107

Dove Realty Inc. Washington

WEST VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
LUNCHTIME THEATER SEASON

The West Valley Arts Council will present Lunchtime Theater performances noon-1 p.m. one 
Thursday a month, October through April, at the Arts HQ Gallery, 16126 N. Civic Center Plaza. 
From season tickets to single tickets, reserve space for upcoming shows are listed at eventbrite.
com/o/31034282871, or call the gallery at 623-584-2626 during open hours, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Wednesday-Saturday. Seats are limited, but a season pass gets admission to all Lunchtime Theater 
shows. Visit tinyurl.com/ybe3r236. Learn about West Valley Arts Council and Lunchtime Theater at 
westvalleyarts.org. (Submitted Photo/City of Surprise)

SUN CITY 
CHURCH 
COLLECTS 
DONATIONS
Willowbrook United 
Methodist Church, 
19390 N. 99th Ave., held 
its annual “Undie Sun-
day” Aug. 9. Thanks to 
the generosity of church 
members, 961 pairs of 
socks, underwear and 
t-shirts were received, 
in addition to two boxes 
of diapers and $100 
in cash donations. The 
donated items are being 
given to Justa Center, 
Wesley Community & 
Health Centers, UMOM’s 
New Day Center and The 
Salvation Army in Sur-
prise. Pictured are Judy 
Arkwright and Liz Peck 
with some of the items 
collected. (Submitted 
photo/Linda Borton)

Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-363-1321 now to Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-363-1321 now to
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Suncanyon.bank  |  A Division Of Banterra Bank  |  MEMBER FDIC

1Advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of August 11, 2026. Minimum $5,000 deposit to open and earn stated CD APY. Penalty 
may be imposed for early withdrawal. Visit www.suncanyon.bank for more details. FDIC coverage is provided through Banterra Bank; see FDIC 
for more details. Limits apply and customer eligibility criteria may apply. 2Advertised Annual Percentage Yields (APY) accurate as of August 11, 
2026. Tiers for Money Market include $2,500-$99,999 at 2.26% APY; $100,000+ at 2.26% APY. Minimum $2,500 deposit and minimum daily balance 
to open and earn corresponding tier APY. Money Market rates are subject to change, fees may reduce earnings. Withdrawal limitations may apply.

Stop by your local branch or visit us 
online to earn this limited-time rate.

10736 W. Bell Rd. | Sun City | 480-808-2210
13503 Camino Del Sol | Sun City West |

MONEY MARKET

2.26
$2,500 DEPOSIT OR MORE

4.10
13-MONTH CD  I  RATE PROMO

1

2

GRILL SEASON MEETS 
GROWTH SEASON

Get tickets now at
azbroadway.org

623.776.8400

AUGUST 21
THROUGH

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
A joyous celebration of being 

true to yourself and dancing to 
your own beat!Hometown Favorites

On The Stage Together!

Lynzee Foreman Cassandra Norville 
Klaphake

Jamie Parnell

AUGUST 21

Purchase your 
tickets and your 

guest attends 
FREE.

Use Promo
Code: PROM

Purchase your 
tickets and your 

guest attends 
FREE.

Use Promo
Code: PROM

The Prom
Is Better

Together!

Passion for writing continues 
to grow 

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Since the second grade, Sun City 
West resident Rita Hanner-Ward has 
been writing. 

While life continued, she knew she 
always wanted to be writer and back 
in the early 2000s is when her second 
husband, who was also a writer, en-
couraged her to nurture her talents. 

Her journey started as a small pub-
lished writer, but lacked the resourc-
es with agents or publishing houses. 
Eventually, life got in the way and 
according to Hanner-Ward, chal-
lenges pushed her writing to the side. 

Aft er the death of her husband 
who truly believed in her,  she was 
prompted to resurrect her work and 
30 years later it is a passion she pro-
fessionally works at every day. 

Hanner-Ward said she is an indie 
author who has produced two novels, 
written three screenplays and poetry.

“I had an amazing 2025 with 
creativity waiting to be unleashed 
and now I am on fi re, and I live and 
breathe it. When I do not get to my 
writing I get grumpy,” said Han-
ner-Ward. 

Hanner-Ward said the relation-
ships she has with her readers as an 
indie author keeps her going, as well 
as her dedication to keep learning 
and rolling up her sleeves to learn 
e-books, audio books and designs her 
own covers and jackets for her books. 
She has learned along the way to 
trust herself and voice. 

In July, Hanner-Ward attend-
ed the International Impact Book 
Awards Event & Black Tie Gala in 

Phoenix. She received the Multicul-
tural and Interracial Romance Award 
for “Red Flash” and “Tears of Ieman-
já, Books I and II of the Gem Prove-
nance Legacy.”

“My writing is my day job and 
you have to be totally dedicated, not 
something you just do on occasion. 
Dedication is the primary tool and if 
you are not willing to sit down and do 
the hard work, you are not going to 
succeed,” she explained. 

Visit ritahanner-ward.com.

Rita Hanner-Ward at the International Impact 
Book Black Tie Gala last month. (Submitted pho-
to/Rita Hanner-Ward) 

Resident’s writing journey 
began in elementary school 

AUTHOR



YourValley.net  |  Sun City Independent  |  August 19, 2026 21

9440 W. Hutton Drive, Sun City  |  623-977-8308  |  BHCSunCity.com

Lead Pastor: Rob Boyd
Associate Pastors: Randy Shumate, David Simpson, David Tomb

Contemporary Worship Saturdays at 5pm
Traditional Worship Sundays at 9am & 10:30am

bellevue heights church

with Pastor Rob Boyd

BHC Community Bible Study Tuesdays at 10am with Pastor Rob Boyd

The Book of James

ALLAN HARSH
REAL  ESTATE TEAM
ALLAN HARSHALLAN HARSHALLAN HARSH
REAL  ESTATE TEAM

COMMISSIONS
AS LOW AS

$999*

FREE HOME EVALUATION
AND TITLE ALERT!*

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION*

602-803-9900
ALOHAALLAN@AOL.COM

As Arizona heats up, the Valley 
of the Sun Ski Group, which is part 
of the Sun City West Sportsman 
Club, is already looking ahead to cool 
mountain adventures in 2027. 

Members and guests are invited to 
join two ski trips: Snowmass, CO,, 
Jan. 24–29, 2027, and Mammoth 
Mountain, CA., Feb. 28–March 5, 
2027.

Each trip includes fi ve nights lodg-
ing, four days of skiing with prepaid 
lift  tickets, roundtrip fl ights from 
Phoenix, a welcome reception and 
several added benefi ts. The club 
prides itself on being inclusive, ensur-

ing every participant has a ski buddy 
and feels part of the group.

A $200 deposit per trip is now be-
ing accepted to reserve space on these 
well organized adventures. Deposits 
may be mailed to Valley of the Sun 
Ski Club, PO Box 5186, Sun City 
West, AZ 85375.

While the group is primarily 55-
plus, family and friends are always 
welcome to join the fun and experi-
ence the thrill of skiing with a sup-
portive community.

For more information, contact club 
president Mike Wegener at mrwe-
gen1@gmail.com or 503-502-2973.

Valley of Sun Ski Club offi  cers Jack Shoor; Sandy Tiedeman, Mike Wegener and Gini Baker. (Submitted 
photo/Dan Roth)

Ski group slates 2027 trips

SKI
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Reliable Underground Water 
& Sewer Solutions 

Serving Our Community with Quality & Care 
Need dependable installation, repair, or maintenance for 

your underground water or sewer lines? 

New Installations - Residential & Commercial • Emergency Repairs - 24/7 Rapid Response
Upgrades & Replacements - Modern, E�cient Systems

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Peace of Mind Guaranteed

We’ve got you covered!
602-980-4929

▪  FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
▪  Establishing a New Trust
▪  Probate / Trust Administration

Thousands of Trusts Created  ▪  Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378  ▪  DanaWhitingLaw.com

Call Today to set up an appointment!
928-271-8450

Ma� Dana
A orney, CPA and LLM
(Masters in Taxation)
41 Years of Experience

CHURCH OFFERS GRIEF SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church invites anyone experiencing the loss of a loved one to 
participate in one of two free grief support programs designed to provide hope, healing and compas-
sionate companionship. From 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 3, GriefShare returns  with a new 13-week 
session meeting in the Fellowship Hall,  13658 W. Meeker Blvd. Rooted in Biblical principles, Grief-
Share combines engaging video lessons, a participant workbook, and supportive group discussions 
to help individuals understand the grieving process and discover practical tools for healing after the 
loss of a loved one. All course materials are free. A more fl exible option includes the church’s Grief 
Support Group that meets 10-11 a.m. Wednesdays. The group is open to anyone grieving the loss of a 
spouse or signifi cant other, parent, sibling, friend or those experiencing anticipatory grief. These free 
groups are open to the entire community, regardless of faith tradition. Call 623-584-2280 or visit 
shepherdumc.org. (Submitted Photo/Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church)

NEW OFFICERS FOR AAUW NORTHWEST VALLEY 
The American Association of University Women Northwest Valley Branch held installation of new offi  -
cer for 2026-2027: Nancy Wilson, records and membership; Janet Ricco, programs; Marge Haberman, 
newsletter and Webmaster; Dorothy Alexander, programs; Shelby Merwin, president; Karen Bunting, 
co-president elect; Kathy Long, pubic policy; Lynn Cepichan, public policy; Kathie Morgan, co-record-
ing secretary; Elizabeth Chek, programs; Marge Whitman, fi nance vice president; and  Lynn Brooks, 
co-president elect. Past presidents Rosemary Dougherty and Kate King also took part in the program. 
The regular  American Association of University Women Northwest Valley meetings are at 9 a .m. the 
third Thursday of the month from September to April at the Sun City West Foundation, 14435 R. H. 
Johnson Blvd. (Submitted photo/AAUW) 

SUN CITY GROUPS DONATE EYEGLASSES
Sun City Homeowners Association general manager Lisa Gray accepted 94 pairs of glasses to be giv-
en to the Sun City Early Birds Lions. Honorary chapter regent Shirley Staggs, from Sun City’s National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution, Agua Fria chapter, donated the eyeglasses, which 
were collected from the Agua Fria Daughters who are members of the nonprofi t NSDAR chapter ser-
vice organization. Visit aguafria.arizonadar.org for more information. Pictured are Gray and Staggs. 
(Submitted photo/John Staggs)



YourValley.net  |  Sun City Independent  |  August 19, 2026 23

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Donations meet the needs of 
the organization 

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Members of a Sun City West 
church donated more than 24 quilts 
to Benevilla to benefi t various pro-
grams. 

Advent Episcopal Church, 13150 
W. Spanish Garden Drive, has  a 
small group of people who love to 
sew and serve others and began sew-
ing quilts.

Member Jill Kratzer said aft er re-
tiring from a 30-year professional ca-
reer, she began serving as a hostess at 
Birt’s Bistro at Benevilla, then moved 
to delivering hot meals, taking peo-
ple on grocery store runs and doctor 
visits. 

Janet Lennon and Kratzer have 
been primarily working on these 
blankets, with help from other mem-
bers from time to time. 

“We meet together from 10 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month at my home, 
but if more people wanted to join us, 
we could look for a larger place,” said 
Kratzer. 

To join the pair, call Kratzer at 
602-670-2290.

Making these quilts  and giving 
them to Benevilla is something im-
portant to Kratzer, who said she was 
raised by her grandparents and loves 
to support the organization that helps 
seniors. 

“Benevilla is so grateful for the 
handmade gift s and other items com-
munity members provide to all of our 
programs and locations which meet a 
need and bring a smile to our mem-
bers,” said Sara Villanueva, Benevil-

la vice president of donor relations. 
She said local residents and cor-

porate partners have also donated art 
supplies and new hygiene supplies for 
use in Benevilla’s Life Enrichment 
Adult Day programs, Intergenera-
tional programs and at Wirtzie’s Pre-
school and Childcare Center. 

In addition, Benevilla oft en holds 
holiday donation drives for requested 
gift  items for members of The Ben-
evilla Bridges program. The Bridges 
program provides housebound adults 
who are on a limited income volun-
teer assisted grocery shopping and 
transportation to medical appoint-
ments. This helps older adults and 
adults with disabilities with more in-
dependence and the ability to stay in 
their own homes as long as possible.  

For more information, call Ben-
evilla at 623-584-4999.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be reached at 
jjimenez@iniusa.org. Please submit comments 

at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to 

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as 
long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Benevilla Donor Relations Manager Daphne 
Vincent and Advent Episcopal Church members 
Jill Kratzer and Janet Lennon hold up a blanket 
donation.  (Submitted photo/Benevilla) 

Blankets donated by local 
church benefi t Benevilla

DONATION
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Mildred 
Christine 

Buche
What a beautiful life! 

Born to Mary (Slipsager) 
& Raymond Domino in 
Clyde, Kansas. She moved 
to Manhattan, Kansas as 
a young girl & graduated 

from Manhattan High as 
+oPecoPing ʤueen.

She married Ollie Dow-
ling November 25, 1948 
until he passed March 11, 
1978. They had 3 children 
Bill, Diane (Dee Dee) & 
Mary. The Holiday Inn 
hospitality industry moved 
them from Manhattan in 
1962 to Sioux City, IA & 
on to Rapid City, SD in 
1968 where they called 
home in the Black Hills of 
SD. This is where she met 
and eventually married 
Bob Buche. They spent an 
amazing 32 years together. 
This brought her so much 
joy with 9 additional 
stepchildren. Donna, 
Robert, Laurel, Mark, 
*reg� -eƨ� 0ar\� -ane� 
& Brad along with many 
special grandchildren. 

She & Bob spent 

their winters in AZ until 
making it their permanent 
home in 1987. Spending 
their tiPe golʮng 	 
enjoying their friends at 
the Sun City Country 
Club where she was a 
member for 39 years. 

She is very proud 
of her grandchildren 
Tonya (Scott), Danny 
(Adrienne), Robbie 
(Brittany) Jarrod (Vivian) 
10 great grandchildren, 3 
great great grandchildren, 
1 great great great grand. 
She was preceded in death 
by both husbands, her 
daughter Mary, son Bill & 
grandson Scott. She had 
3 sisters & 1 brother who 
passed before her. 

To her many dear 
Iriends she Zas the ʤueen� 
A celebration of Life will 
be held at a later date.

Barbara H. 
Daniels

Barbara H. Daniels of Sun 
City passed away on 8-11-26.

She is survived by her son 
Brent Daniels and wife and 2 
sons Brendan and Nicklas of 
Goodyear; son Brian Daniels 
and 2 sons Cam and Cole of 
Michigan; one brother Billy 
Parson of Michigan; and an 
unofficial daughter Loriann 

Adams and husband Nate 
Poole of Sun City.

She loved bingo, bowling, 
going to the movies and going 
to see Elvis (Rick Lenzi). She 
loved her cats and dog. 

She was pre-deceased by her 
husband Tom, and mom Vivian 
and dad James.

She will be greatly missed. 
A celebration of life will be on 
August 29, 2026 at Fairway 
Center, Room 3 on Peoria Ave. 
in Sun City from Noon-4pm.

POLICE REPORTS

Editor’s Note: The following information is 
obtained from Maricopa County Sheriff’s 

Office District 3. This column lists arrests, not 
convictions, unless otherwise stated. Arrested 

persons listed here who are later found not 
guilty are welcome to inform the Independent 

by calling 623-972-6101.

July 16
• A fraud or con game was reported 5:01 p.m. in 
the 10400 block of West Thunderbird Boulevard. 
• Found property was reported at 12:32 p.m. in 
the 11000 block of North 111th Avenue. 
• A fraud or con game was reported at 1:06 p.m. 
in the 10900 block of West Cherry Hills Drive. 
• A burglary was reported 6:58 a.m. in the 14800 
block of North 103rd Avenue. 

July 17
• A felony pursuit was reported at 8:26 p.m. at 
the intersection of North 105th Avenue and West 
Alabama Avenue. 
• A fraud or con game was reported at 12:07 
p.m. in the 10800 block of West Kelso Drive. 
• A fraud or con game was reported at 2:04 p.m. 
in the 12000 block of West Desert Sun Lane. 

• A theft was reported at 12:21 p.m. in the 
13000 block of North 100th Avenue. 
• A vehicle crash with no injury was reported at 
1:26 a.m. in the 13600 block of West Remuda 
Drive. 

July 18
• A fraud or con game was reported 6:41 p.m. in 
the 10300 block of Northwest US60 Grand Ave-
nue.
• A follow up was reported at 5:02 p.m. in the 
10800 block of West Cameo Drive. 
• Trespassing was reported at 6:03 p.m. in the 
11000 block of North Coggins Drive. 
•  A vehicle crash with no injuries was reported 
11:47 a.m. in the 12600 block of West Seneca 
Drive. 
• Criminal damage was reported 10:24 a.m. in 
the 11100 block of West California Avenue. 
• Criminal damage was reported at 6:28 a.m. in 
the 15600 block of North Bowling Green Drive.

July 19
• An assault was reported at 10:25 p.m. in the 
11100 block of West Kansas Avenue. 

• Criminal damage was reported at 9:48 p.m. in 
the 10000 block of West Sandstone Drive. 
• Threats to commit an offense were reported 
at 8:02 p.m. in the 11100 block of West Arizona 
Avenue. 
• Criminal damage was reported at 7:48 p.m. in 
the 14200 block of West Dusty Trail Boulevard. 
• Criminal damage was reported at 5:19 p.m. in 
the 15800 block of North Bowling Green Drive. 
• A fraud or con game was reported at 8:06 a.m. 
in the 13600 block of North Teakwood Drive. 

July 20
• A fraud or con game was reported at 7:31 p.m. 
in the 10700 block of West Peoria Avenue. 
• An assault was reported at 5:17 p.m. in the 
16100 block of West Heritage Drive 
• An assault was reported at 11:15 p.m. in the 
12400 block of North Cherry Hill Drive. 
• A burglary from a vehicle was reported  at 
10:05 a.m. in the 19300 block of North New Tra-
dition.
• Illegal dumping was reported at 8:24 p.m. in 

the 13800 block of West Sky Hawk Drive. 
• A fraud or a con game was reporter at 6:10 
a.m. in the 10300 block of West Floriade Drive. 

July 21
• A missing person was reported at 3:45 p.m. in 
the 14100 block of West Horizon Drive. 
• Criminal damage was reported at 4:19 p.m. in 
the 10700 block of West Bell Road.
• An assault was reported at 9:40 a.m. in the 
11300 block of West Kansas Avenue.

July 22
• An insurance loss report was reported at 2:06 
p.m. in the 16400 block of North Desert Holly 
Drive. 
• A theft from a vehicle was reported at 12:55 
p.m. in the 13600 block of North Newcastle Drive. 
• An assault was reported at 1:25 p.m. in the 
13600 block of North 99th Avenue. 
• A burglary was reported at 8:17 a.m. in the 
10800 block of Northwest US60 Grand Avenue.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUPS 
RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY 
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church invites anyone 
whose life has been touched by cancer to attend the Cancer 
Support Group that returns after a summer break. The class 
is at 2 p.m. the first and third Tuesday of the month. The first 
class is Tuesday, Sept. 1 at Shepherd of the Hills, 13658 W. 
Meeker Blvd. The Cancer Support Group provides a safe envi-
ronment where participants can share their experiences, ask 
questions, and receive support from others who understand 
the unique challenges of living with cancer. The group is led by 
Health Educator Julie Killebrew, whose extensive background 
includes 15 years of nursing education and 30 years of on-
cology nursing experience. The Cancer Support Group is of-
fered free and open to the entire community. Call Killebrew at 
623-584-2280. (Submitted photo/Shepherd of the Hills United 
Methodist Church) 
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Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com • 623-546-6228

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm • Sunday 9:00am

Online at colchurch.com/services

LCMS

�e Community 
Church of Sun City
FAITH  •  FAMILY  •  FELLOWSHIP

WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS AT 9:30 AM
NOW HIRING: CHOIR DIRECTOR 

If interested, please contact the church office.

18401 N. 99th Ave., Sun City  623-977-4241
admin@ccscaz.org

Just South of Union Hills Dr. on 99th Ave.

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611 
And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM
Come & enjoy 

Surprise Academy
of Music Band
August 23, 2026

Pastor Greg Emery

Presbyterian
ChurchFaith

��������������������������
First United Methodist Church of Sun City
“The Friendliest Church on 105th Avenue”

Sunday Worship - 9:30 AM
Co	ee & Fellowship Following the Service
Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 AM
Tuesday Game Night - 6:00 PM

9849 N. 105th Ave - Sun City, AZ 85351
(South of Peoria & 105th Ave) 623-974-3631

Fountain of Life Lutheran Church
15630 N. Del Webb Boulevard, Sun City, Arizona 85351

(623) 933-8246  www.suncitylutheran.org

LCMS

SUNDAY: Sunday Worship 10:00am | Bible Study 11:15am
TUESDAY: Mid-Week Bible Study 10:00amService Times

“For With You is the Fountain of Life;
In Your Light we See Light.” Psalm 36:9

B a p t i s t  C h u r c h
Emmanuel

“Where Preaching is still done by the Book.”

12225 North 103rd Avenue
Sun City AZ 85351

(First Presbyterian Church-Back Chapel)

Sunday
Worship—10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.

Bible Study—9:00 a.m.

www.ebcsuncity.com
Facebook—Emmanuel Baptist 

Church of Sun City AZ
Pastor Dan Fosnight—602-321-5629Pastor Dan Fosnight • 602-321-5629

“Where God Is Made Real And Friends Are Forever”

Sunday Service: 9:00am • Fellowship 10:00am
14001 Thunderbird Blvd., Sun City

623-972-8147 • Bobby Wingate, Pastor and wife Kae

“Where God Is Made Real And Friends Are Forever”

The Magnificent Seven:
I Am - Jesus is The Vine (Part One)

Sun City West

ADULT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JULY 20-22, 9am—Noon
Learn, Fellowship, and Have Fun! — see website for info

www.fbcscw.org    17419 N. Conquistador Dr.   623-584-5738
Sunday Bible Study, 9:00am   /   Sunday Worship, 10:30am

Weekly Balance/Flexibility Exercise Class—Begins July 16, 10am

Faith& Values
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Caregivers

$50 OFF
4+ Hours Booked!

(602) 332-8199
seniorcareavondale.com
lillyhomecare22@gmail.com
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Employment

Valley
Newspapers is

Hiring!
Full-time delivery

driver for busy
print shop.

26-foot box truck
with lift gate.

Must have clean
driving record and

pass physical.
Competitive wages

with benefits
Contact Mike

Jacobs at
mjacobs@iniusa.org

Guns/Supplies

BUYING & 
SELLING GOLD, 
GUNS, AMMO, & 
RELOADING 
SUPPLIES. 

Will buy one gun or 
whole collection.
Licensed dealer. 

Best prices around.
Allen

602-918-1999
623-875-4565

Condos

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$60 four markets – 30 words
Your ad appears in four newspapers

of choice plus online
$500 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement
$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

Starting at $45
for one column by three-inch advertisement

$1500 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 
Logo and photos included

No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3 p.m.  | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLINE

Create Your Own Ads Online, It’s Easy!
Go to: iniusa.org/classifieds

then select “Place an ad”

To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

$MAKE
MONEY
Advertise Now!
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Shop with 
Con�dence

Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classi�eds
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Clean Windows

Ex cellent
W indow
C leaning 

&
S U NS C REENS

10% Off Sun Screens!
I nterior/ Ex terior
L ocal/ Reliab le

S tev e 
6 2 3 - 3 4 1 - 8 1 9 7  

Computers

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440

Concrete

CONCRETE
REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES

623-296-9371

• Concrete Work
• Sidewalks
• Patio
• Driveways
• Handyman 
   and More!

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts 
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Construction

• DRYWALL
• WALL RESURFACING
• REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

JIM EDMONDS
602-397-9184
CustomTextures.Net

SCHOA CONTRACTORS LIST
ROC 246924

Construction LLCConstruction LLC

Drywall

Call Rick

623-810-9372

D R Y W A L L  S P E C I A L I S T

35 Yrs. Exp.•ROC# 331196 
Bonded and Insured.

Rick’s Drywall Repairs
& Home Improvements

ALL PHASES OF DRYWALL:
•Water Damage
•Tape & Texture Repairs
•Hanging•Taping•Patches
•Hand Textures•Sprayed
•Popcorn Removal
•Drywall Handyman

Electrical

Reliable Electrical
Services

...No Job To Small!
Home and Business

INNOVATION
Fair Prices

On Time Service
Ceiling Fans

Outlets
Dimmer Switches

AND MORE! 
Aluminum Wire

Specialist
480-518-4260
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Floor Coverings

FLOORS MOREA
N

D

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES LLC

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs
� Luxury Vinyl Plank
� Laminate� Carpet
� Vinyl � Baseboards

623-824-3472
John Brunetti

35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded

ROC 313488

Floor Coverings

ESP Floor Covering LLC
Tile
Hardwood
Laminates
LVT & LVP
Carpet

Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s

Serving ALL the
Sun Cities

Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier

623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured  ROC# 275244

Garage Doors

Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE

Estimates
623-780-2687

ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC

Garage Doors

G arage D oor
S p rings

Rep laced
L icensed l Bonded l I nsu red

N ew Doors & O peners

l Serv ice 
l I nstallations l Repairs

(623)853-3311
RO C # 336907

Garage Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated
623-925-2424

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • License #300097

$200 O� 

A NEW 
DOOR

Gutters
• 5” & 6” Seamless Gutters
• Leaf Screens
• Rain Gutter
• Cleaning, Restoring
  & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

THE GUTTER GUY

Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

THE GUTTER GUY

FREE ESTIMATES
Doug

Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Ask About Our 
Senior & Military 

Discounts

• 5” & 6” Seamless Gutters
• Leaf Screens
• Rain Gutter
• Cleaning, Restoring
  & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

THE GUTTER GUY

Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

THE GUTTER GUY

FREE ESTIMATES
Doug

Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Ask About Our 
Senior & Military 

Discounts

THE GUTTER GUY LLC
5” & 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS  & 

LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
• 5” & 6” Seamless Gutters
• Leaf Screens
• Rain Gutter
• Cleaning, Restoring
  & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

THE GUTTER GUY

Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

THE GUTTER GUY

FREE ESTIMATES
Doug

Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Ask About Our 
Senior & Military 

Discounts

Ask 
About Our 
Senior & 
Military 

Discounts

O�ice: 602-675-0949 
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Handyman

And All Your 
Remodeling &

Maintenance Needs.
Prof essional painting,
general repairs,  
carpentry,  drywall,

   tex tu ring,  cou nter
tops,  f ans,  laminate 
v inyl plank s,  b ath v an-
ities paint or replace.  
Su n City since 1993.  
Free Estimates

623-878-8427
L ocal Contractor

Handyman

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

 lReplace 
      Windows & Doors
 lDrywall Repairs
 lKitchen/BathRepairs
 lPainting
    lMini Split A/C
 lElectrical
 lRemodels
High quality work
Same day response

Honest & 
Trustworthy

Sun City Specialist
(623)695-0961

Handyman

Handyman

AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN

TEAM LLC

480-244-2907
For All Your 

Home Repairs 
& Upgrades

LOWEST 
PRICE 

GUARANTEED!
FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Bonded, Insured 

ROC# 352003

Handyman

CONST RUC T ION

ROC 221600 • Licensed/Bonded

• Custom Crown Molding
    & Baseboards 

• Int. & Ext. Painting
• Plumbing & Electrical

• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

All Aspects of Home 
IMPROVEMENT

623-466-3683

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

Cell phone users please include 
the area code when dialing 

• LVP & Laminate 
   Flooring Installation
• Plumbing & Electrical
• Custom Crown Molding 
   & Baseboards
• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

CONST RUC T ION

ROC 221600 • Licensed/Bonded

• Custom Crown Molding
    & Baseboards 

• Int. & Ext. Painting
• Plumbing & Electrical

• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

All Aspects of Home 
IMPROVEMENT

623-466-3683

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

Cell phone users please include 
the area code when dialing 

MAKE
MONEY

Classifieds
get results!

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Advertise Now! Call

Get
Organized

Sell unwanted 
items at your next

 yard sale!

888-665-3848
�����������������

iniusa.org/classi�eds

 To Advertise 
CALL

888-665-3848
YourValley.net

GET
OUT
THERE
NOW!

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classi�eds

Call or go online to
place your ad today!

Make Room
for Change!
With the Classi�eds, you can clear
the clutter, earn extra cash and �nd
great deals on the things you really want! 888.665.3848

iniusa.org/classi	eds

$20Rates
starting at

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

call
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Classifieds
Are An

EASY
SELL!

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Remodeling

Remodeling Roofi ng

  We Do: • Complete Re-Roof
• Tile & Shingle
• Repairs

No Job Too Small
602.358.8458

Lic #209598602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Lic #209598 

Doing Business Since 2005

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

Roofi ng

����������������������������

����������������
��������������

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

ROC #324307
������������

• Residential - Commercial
• Roof Replacement & Repair
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
 TPO Roofing

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC
Serving Over

40 Years in
Sun Cities!

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

602-810-3355

ROOFING
REPAIRSROOFING

Free 
Estimate

• Shingles 
• Tile Roofs
• Coatings 
• Repairs
• Solar Removals

30 Years Quality 
Experience

Insurance Work

602-810-3355

PORA/HOA • Bonded • Insured • ROC #194699

•  Shingle & Tile
Roofs

•  Insurance Work
•  Free Estimates

Licensed - Bonded
Insured- ROC# 194699

Weatherproof  LLCWeatherproof  LLC
((800800))    230-5341 (480)) 823-1138 823-1138

New Roofs-Roofing Repair New Roofs-Roofing Repair 
Shingle, Tile, Flat & Foam RoofsShingle, Tile, Flat & Foam Roofs
Turbine Vent ReplacementTurbine Vent Replacement
Exterior House PantingExterior House Panting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
ROC #317976 ROC #317977ROC #317976 ROC #317977

SeniorSenior
DiscountsDiscounts

Family OwnedFamily Owned
& Operated& Operated

Free Evaluation

Roofi ng

Call to book: 

623-594-3546
Also check out our other spa specials at 
www.absolutelychicskincare.com

Assisted Stretching 
ON SALE NOW

Performed by a certified 
stretching and flexibility coach

Move better • Feel better
Release tension & improve mobility

SKIN CARE FACIAL
on sale now for $79

Normally $95
SEE ALL OUR SPECIALS 

ON THE WEBSITE
absolutelychicskincare.com/specials

Spa Services

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE

Professional
Arborist Tree

Care

*Trimming
*Removals

*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates

SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Tree Removal

SELL IT
NOW

888-665-3848
call

To place your ad.

To place your ad call
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classi�eds

To Place
Your Classified

1
Call 888-665-3848

Call us!

2
iniclassads@iniusa.org

Email us!

iniusa.org/classifieds
Take advantage of our

self-service option by placing
the ad yourself online.

All ads will appear online.
There’s a nominal charge
to have your ad appear in

the newspaper.

 

Our friendly team members will
be happy to assist you in placing
your advertisement in any of our 

community newspapers throughout
the Valley. Garage sales ads.

Auto for sale. Help wanted and 
more! Call us for assistance.

Office hours:
9am-4pm Monday-Thursday.

Ads can be emailed to us as 
well. Private party and/or 

business ads are welcome and 
our staff will get back to you 
quickly on pricing and other 

information.

3Place Your 
ad ONLINE
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized!

                   
40%O

Plus
Free Installation

20
24
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PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% o� any order of $1000 or more or
30% o� any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home o�ce, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% o� on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other o�er. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. O�er not valid in all regions. 
Expires 9/30/26.
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