
Police say they are committed 
to responsible use of automated 
license plate reader cameras

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Town of Paradise Valley plans 
to retain its use of Flock automated li-
cense plate reading cameras despite a 
fl urry of Valley cities looking to end 
their relations with the company.

The Paradise Valley Police Depart-
ment conducts weekly audits of the 
system and has not found any con-
cerning use or misconduct, according 
to Paradise Valley Police Chief Free-
man Carney.

PVPD Public Information Offi  cer 
Kelly Ingram said the audits are con-
ducted internally by the department 
using information provided by Flock. 

“Flock automatically records sys-
tem activity, including searches and 
associated user information. PVPD 
reviews that activity weekly to ensure 
use of the system is consistent with 
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Paradise Valley 
backs short-term 
rental changes

Flock cameras 
remain in use 
amid privacy 

concerns

INDEPENDENT
TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY

Business
Smart Fit 
Method to 
open in fall; 24

Neighbors
Residents named 
Board of Visitors 
fl ower girls; 4

Mayor Mark Stanton 
presented four resolutions 
developed by Arizona cities 
at annual conference 

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Paradise Valley Mayor Mark 
Stanton presented four res-
olutions aimed at changing 

Arizona’s short-term rental laws 
during the Arizona League of 
Cities and Towns’ annual confer-
ence.

• See Rentals on page 16

• See Cameras on page 12

Paradise Valley Mayor Mark Stanton presents 
resolutions to the Arizona League of Cities 
and Towns’ annual conference resolutions 
committee about gaining more local control 
in the short term rental industry on Aug. 19, 
at the Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 
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THE CHOICE IS OBVIOUS
Our Knowledge is Unparalleled, Our Connections are Limitless and Our Marketing Works

Robert Joffe

Adam JoffeJonah Joffe

602.989.8300  |  robert@thejoffegroup.com  |  TheJoffeGroup.com
Andrew Mehlman Z. Jawanmardi Dan Lombard

$5,199,000   8441 East Cortez Street
5 bedrooms, 6 baths, 5,765 square feet

$1,175,000   7240 North Via La Montana
3 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3,613 square feet

$970,000   5850 East Kathleen
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,605 square feet 

5850kathleen.com

$3,840,000   4642 North Alta Hacienda
1.09 acres Phoenician Golf Course View Lot, 

$1,000,000 under appraisal! Altahaciendalots.com

$7,500,000   9735 East Kemper
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,742 square feet

$14,895,000   6824 East Hummingbird
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,850 square feet

$1,495,000   7157 East Rancho Vista #4001
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2,213 square feet

7157ranchovista4001.com

$9,595,000   9790 North 56th Street
4 bedrooms, 5 baths, 8,144 square feet 

$7,295,000   7347 North Red Ledge
5 bedrooms, 6 baths, 7,300 square feet

7347northredledge.com

$9,995,000   5022 East Orchid Lane
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 7,511 square feet

5022orchid.com

$24,000,000   5500 North Dromedary
The iconic MERRY CHRISTMAS House on top 

of Camelback Mountain     23.66 acres

$1,395,000   8675 East Via De Los Libros
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,412 square feet

8675viadeloslibros.com

$7,300,000   7102 East Kalil
5 bedrooms, 7 baths, 8,200 square feet 

$2,895,000   3308 East Stella Lane
46,200 square feet lot - Plans Available for this Home 

$1,950,000   34253 North 92nd Way
4 bedrooms, 5 baths, 3.552 square feet

34253north92ndway.com

$3,250,000   3965 East Sierra Vista
5 bedrooms, 5 baths, 4,487 square feet

$7,795,000   11616 North Miller
6 bedrooms, 7 baths, 8,943 square feet

$1,549,000   
2626 East Arizona Biltmore Circle #17

3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2,436 square feet
SALE 

PENDING
NEW 

LISTING

COMING 
SOON
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The Board of Visitors announced that 46 high school 
seniors have accepted invitations to be honored as 2027 
Flower Girls, including 11 from Paradise Valley. These 
young women will participate in events throughout the 
school year that raise funds for Phoenix-area nonprofi ts 
serving the healthcare needs of women, children and the 
elderly.

Paradise Valley participants include Soledad Tumialan, 
Lily Vartughian, Lucy Gottfurcht, Mia Steinmetz, Claire 
Meyers, Paige Cusolle, Charlotte Beabeau, Mila Detmer, 
London Maas, Riley Tezanos and Allison Weddell.

Flower Girl events include the Board of Visitors 73rd an-
nual fashion show luncheon Dec. 12 and the Board of Vis-
itors 112th annual charity ball April 10, 2027. Both events 
will be at the JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn Re-
sort & Spa, 5402 E. Lincoln Drive, Scottsdale.

Five communities across the Valley are represented in 
this year’s Flower Girl class. Along with Paradise Valley are 
Arcadia, Biltmore, Central Phoenix and Scottsdale.

Paradise Valley residents named 
Board of Visitors fl ower girls

Flower Girls from Paradise Valley include, from left, (fi rst row)
Soledad Tumialan, Lily Vartughian, Lucy Gottfurcht, Mia Steinmetz,
(second row) Claire Meyers, Paige Cusolle, Charlotte Beabeau,
(back row) Mila Detmer, London Maas, Riley Tezanos and Allison
Weddell. (Photo by Scott Foust, submitted by Board of Visitors)

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
The Arizona education guide

Independent Newsmedia has joined 
the Arizona Media Association and 13 
other newsrooms in a statewide report-
ing collaboration. These reporters, fund-
ed by the Arizona Local News Founda-
tion and Report for America, are taking 
a closer look at two major issues facing 
Arizona education: the rapidly expand-
ing Empowerment Scholarship Account 
program and the challenge of recruiting 
and retaining teachers. 

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/47dpfsxh

Tax credit could add layer to 
Arizona’s school choice system 
if state opts in

A new federal education tax credit 
scheduled to launch in 2027 could be-
come another source of education fund-
ing for Arizona families, but only if the 
state chooses to participate.

The Federal Scholarship Tax Credit 
allows individual taxpayers to receive 
a dollar-for-dollar federal income tax 
credit of up to $1,700 for qualifying cash 
donations to Scholarship Granting Or-
ganizations. Those nonprofi t organiza-
tions would then award scholarships to 
eligible students for approved education 
expenses.

Read online: https://tinyurl.
com/3zb5nk4y

Chapparal Firebirds ready to 
take fl ight with experience

A er fi elding a young but competi-
tive team in 2025, the Chaparral Fire-
birds are anticipating an electric year on 
the fi eld this season.

According to Coach Trace Carroll, 
this particular team loves to compete and 
has been tested on the fi eld this summer.

Read online: https://tinyurl.com/
yjyp28h7

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Ted Taylor had just sold a tech 
company he was president of in 
2010 and found himself in between 
jobs when his pastor got a hold of 
him.

“He said, ‘Ted you’ve been vol-
unteering for Family Promise (of 
Greater Phoenix) for three years,’” 
Taylor said. “I’m chairman of the 
board, our executive director’s step-
ping down and I think you should 
do this. I said, what? First, I don’t 
know anything about nonprofi ts. 
I don’t have any kids and I don’t 
know how to work with women.”

Family Promise of Greater Phoe-
nix is a Scottsdale-based nonprofi t 
that puts up families experiencing 

homelessness over night mainly by 
working with local congregations 
(churches and synagogues) to let 
them sleep in their facilities. 

And Taylor took over the reigns 
of the organization 16 years ago 

with no clue what he was doing 
without having done his due dili-
gence.

He walked in for his fi rst day and
there were just two employees, and
he was one of them.

“To make matters worse, I found
out we had $80,000 in balloon debt 
I didn’t know about that was due
the next February and I started in 
July,” he said.

Then his assistant asked him how 
he defi ned a family, and he didn’t
know how to answer.

He contacted the nonprofi t’s na-
tional headquarters in New Jersey
and got back the answer: it is who
the children see as their parents and
have legal custody of them.

Volunteer post leads to executive director job 
at Family Promise

Ted Taylor is stepping down as CEO of Scotts-
dale-based Family Promise of Greater Phoenix 
after 16 years at the helm. (Courtesy Family 
Promise of Greater Phoenix)

• See Family Promise on page 6
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602-432-4743
www.plushaz.com
         Jarrodsmith_777       

We are rolling!    
$44 million in sales 

year to date.

Call now for a free no obligation market 
analysis of your home.

$8,900,000

$5,090,000

$9,300,000

$14,000,000

Private Sale  $15,000,000

$8,700,000

SOLD
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.

INDEPENDENT
TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY

Get In Touch
16853 E. Palisades Blvd., Ste. 
201, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

TownOfParadiseValleyIndependent

Advertising
azads@iniusa.org

Newsroom
editor@iniusa.org

Obituaries
Azobits@iniusa.org

Public Notices
Legals@iniusa.org

Staff 
Ryan Winslett, Editor
Brittany Bowyer,
 J. Graber, 
Allison Kotzbauer, 
Andrew Lwowski, 
Linda McThrall, 
Connor Van Ligten
Newsroom
Brett Beckwith, 
Brent Cruikshank, 
Duke Kirkendoll, 
Advertising Consultants
Erik Maurer, 
Mona Lisa Navarrette, 
Erica Odello, Chris Pitts, 
Chris Williams
Advertising Designers
Kip Kirkendoll
Customer Service
Natasha Beal 
Marketing & Brand Manager
Charlene Bisson
President & CEO

@YourValley

888-665-3848

When he heard that, Taylor knew he 
was in the right place because the organi-
zation was about helping everybody. 

In the beginning there were just four 
families in the program in the Valley but 
by about a year into it Taylor went to the 
board and said, “We’re serving 30 fami-
lies a year and you know what, I think we 
need to go up to 100.”

It’s hard to overstate what Taylor has 
done for the organization. 

He increased the number of congrega-
tions the organization works with from 13 
to 44. He’s grown the organization’s an-
nual budget from $250,000 to more than 
$3 million and increased its net assets to 
more than $6.5 million, including $1 mil-
lion in cash reserves.

The number of employees has grown 
into 21.

“Even though the organization existed 
before Ted joined us, this is really a clas-
sic start up situation,” Family Promise of 
Greater Phoenix Board Chairman Tim 
McGough said. “Two people in a garage, 
not literally a garage, but eff ectively a ga-
rage.”

And it’s grown from there. 
The organization serves more than 700 

families a year and has served more than 
2,400 families during Taylor’s tenure. 

One family in particular stands out in 
Taylor’s mind from the early days.

“By that time there was a waiting list to 
get in and I had welcomed a family except 
for dad, and this man comes to the gate,” 
Taylor said. “He’s tattooed head to toe, 
his head was completely shaved and he’s 
crying. I looked at him and said what’s up, 
man? What’s going on, and he said, ‘This 
is the fi rst time I’ve ever been allowed in a 
shelter with my family.”

Within three weeks the guy, named 
Mike, had three jobs and was earning a 
substantial paycheck. 

“He was the best dad, amazing to his 
children. He’d been on hard times, he’d 
been beat up a lot in his life, had a very 
diffi  cult up bringing. I fell in love with 
Mike and his family.”

Family Promise of Greater Phoenix has 
a 70% success rate for getting families into 
sustainable housing they can aff ord, but 
not every story has a fairytale ending.

About two months into Mike’s stay, 
Taylor’s assistant called him and said you 
have to come back right away.

“I walked into the courtyard and Mike 
was in the courtyard drunk,” Taylor said. 
“It broke my heart. I’ll never forget it be-
cause Mike is an amazing man who want-
ed nothing but to be a good father to his 
children.”

Taylor asked him the next day what 
happened. 

“He said I chose alcohol over my fam-
ily,” Taylor said in a shaky voice. “I had 
to exit that family but it was a reminder to 
me that life is tough ... the struggles peo-

ple go through are real. I would look a er
Mike today if I could fi nd him.”

But Family Promise of Greater Phoe-
nix doesn’t just help families anymore, it 
also helps their pets since 2012. 

Taylor had a family in his offi  ce one
day and everything was ready to go to get
them in when the mom said she had hid-
den the family pet in front of the shelter.

“I said I can’t bring the pet in because
I don’t have insurance for it, and I’ve
got other families here, but I might have
someone who could temporarily take 
her, but they walked out of the shelter in 
tears,” Taylor said. 

Then a month later he got a call from
the assistant of a PetSmart executive who 
said his boss went to a fundraising event
and wanted to know how he could help. 

“I shot down there, and they said what 
do you want to do?” Taylor said. “I want
to build (an animal) shelter in the facili-
ty. They were like, do you have a plan? I 
said no. They said, do you have a budget 
and I said no, all I have is a dream. They
said. we’re going to do it ... $54,000 later,
on Oct. 1, 2012, we opened the fi rst shel-
ter ever in the Phoenix area that allowed
pets.” 

What’s more, that executive was pro-
moted to president of PetSmart, and he 
built shelters for every Family Promise 
across the nation.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are 
committed to publishing a wide variety of reader 

opinions, as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Family Promise
• From page 4

Fresh Start Women’s Foundation in-
vites the community to its annual Sip & 
Soirée fundraiser celebrating the strength 
and courage of Arizona women changing 
their lives and their families’ futures.

The event will start at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12 at the Fairmont Scotts-
dale Princess, 7575 E Princess Drive.

The event brings the community to-
gether to upli  women on the path to 
economic independence and personal 
empowerment. Money raised helps fund 

Fresh Start’s comprehensive services that 
empower women to overcome barriers, 
build career paths, and achieve long-term 
self-suffi  ciency for themselves and their 
children.

This year’s event highlights include:
•Sip & Shop Marketplace — A curated 

selection of local businesses and interac-
tive experiences, paired with refreshing 
wine and mocktails.

•Luncheon — There will also be live 
entertainment.

•Luxury Handbag & Super Raffl  e —
The raffl  e will feature exclusive prizes in-
cluding designer bags and premium pack-
ages.

•Community Partner, Volunteer, and 
Fundraising Ambassador Celebrations
— Dedicated supporters who champion
Fresh Start’s mission will be recognized.

For more information, and to buy tick-
ets, visit https://tinyurl.com/bdh2fswt.

Public invited to Fresh Start Women’s Foundation’s Sip & Soirée
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Just completed in the heart of Paradise Valley, crafted by renowned BedBrock Developers with award-winning Drewett
Works Architecture. This contemporary residence features a 6-car garage, 12-16 foot ceilings, hand-selected finishes, and
seamless indoor outdoor living centered around the pool and spa. The thoughtfully designed layout includes four en-suite
bedrooms, an office, flex space, an entertainer’s kitchen with formal dining, and a refined one-bedroom casita, with every

detail reflecting BedBrock’s renowned craftsmanship. Reach out for more details and a private tour.

6441 E CHENEY DR. PARADISE VALLEY | ASKING $14,500,000

8,047 SQ.FT. | 4 BED + CASITA | 6-CAR GARAGE

SILJE GARNER & JEROD JOHNSON

C: 602.617.0320

E: REALESTATE@BEDBROCK.COM
W: BEDBROCKREALESTATE.COM

MOVE-IN READY BEDBROCK ESTATE
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Solutions available, but no 
action on leaf blowers

Why does the town council refuse 
to do anything about the obnoxious 
leaf blowers that spew dust and add 
to our brown haze and gasoline fumes 
that destroy our lungs?

Two years ago, the town council 
met in its study session and did noth-
ing. They use the excuse that we have 
limited government, though that tech-
nically means hiring third-party con-
tractors for cheaper, instead of hiring 
more city staff .

It’s funny how Paradise Valley res-
idents espouse hands-off  government, 
but they run to the Town Hall when a 
problem harms us.

At the candidates’ forum two 
months ago, candidates seemed to 
pride themselves in ignoring com-
plaints and refusing to mandate pro-
tections to help us. They said the town 
would ask residents causing the prob-
lems to work it out voluntarily, which 
never happens with wealthy property 
owners.

We don’t want limited government. 
Town Hall is the people, and we ex-
pect proactive government that fi nds 
the best solution, enacts it through 
ordinance so it has teeth and then en-
forces it vigorously.

The town council has received 
plenty of solutions but supports the 
residents who are causing the prob-
lems instead of protecting us neighbors 
who are harmed.

The town can outright ban them 
within 1,000 feet of residences, as Los 
Angeles and other cities do. The town 
can also mandate electric blowers, 
which are the same price and quieter.

Jay Ross
PARADISE VALLEY

Government should not 
compete with private 
enterprise

Over a decade ago on council, the 
former police chief fl agged a critical 
“911” issue: our alarm monitoring 
system’s hardware had failed. We re-
stored it temporarily, but it was on life 
support and required urgent replace-
ment.

Updating the hardware would 
have cost far more than the $50,000 
spent last year. I opposed spending 
public money on a system that, even 
new, could not match private-sector 
off erings. Roughly 600 residential ad-
dresses used the Paradise Valley Police 
monitoring service then; the number 
was already declining and has now 
fallen to 255.

I am fundamentally against govern-
ment competing with private enter-
prise. Most of the council wanted to 
continue the service, so I sought the 
best possible solution. I contacted Par-
adise Valley resident and former En-
trepreneurs’ Organization member Jay 
Jennings, whose family then owned 
Safeguard Security. Though opposed 
to government involvement, I asked 
him to advise council and staff . Jay 
delivered a cloud-based solution that 
avoided a large capital outlay and re-
ceived no fi nancial benefi t — he sim-
ply donated his expertise. 

This is the same pattern seen in 
New York City, where Mayor Mam-
dani’s government-run grocery stores 
operate at a defi cit while competing 
with private businesses. Both cases 
represent government defi cit spend-
ing that undercuts private enterprise 
and uses tax dollars to pursue a utopi-
an vision of government’s role. I hope 
the current council chooses a superior 

private option —  technologically and 
fi nancially.

Private providers already off er au-
dio and video monitoring far ahead of 
our system. We should let innovative 
private businesses meet market needs 
rather than spend $50,000 to prop up 
a shrinking service for 255 residents.

Paul Dembow
PARADISE VALLEY

Mosquitoes and monsoon: 
When to seek medical 
attention

In Arizona, mosquito bites are more 
than a backyard nuisance, especially 
during monsoon season. The body’s 
reaction to mosquito saliva causes the 
familiar bump and itching. A typical 
bite may appear as a puff y, reddish 
bump within minutes, a hard, itchy, 
reddish-brown bump or multiple 
bumps about a day later.

Most common bites can be treated 
at home by washing the area with soap 
and water, applying an ice pack for 10 
minutes, using a baking soda and wa-
ter paste, or using an over-the-counter 
anti-itch or antihistamine cream ac-
cording to the label. Scratching should 
be avoided because bites can become 
infected.

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, an 
infected bite may look red, feel warm 
or show a red streak spreading out-
ward. Worsening symptoms should be 
checked by a healthcare provider.

We hear a lot about West Nile Vi-
rus in Arizona, and so far this year, 55 
cases have been reported in the state, 
according to the CDC. About 80% of 
those infected with the virus do not 
develop symptoms. If symptoms do 
develop, they tend to be mild and in-
clude fever with headache, joint pain,
body aches, vomiting, rash or diar-
rhea.

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

• See Opinion on page 26

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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#1 IN PARADISE VALLEY

4 8 0 . 7 8 8 . 7 5 5 6 4 8 0 . 7 8 8 . 7 5 5 6I N S TA G R A M  @ J O S H S T AT E L Y
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I N S TA G R A M @ J O S H S TAT E L Y
J O S H @ S TAT E L Y L I V I N G . C O M

SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $12,000,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $18,750,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $9,100,000
4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD | PARADISE VALLEY, 85253

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $14,275,000
6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-

RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

 REPRESENTED BUYER

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

SOLD: $16,250,000
5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED SELLER

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  8 5253  |  $9 , 28 8 , 8 8 8

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SQ FT ON 1 ACRE

7150 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  8525 3  |  $30 ,000 ,000

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 12,440 SQ FT ON 2.8 ACRES

7525 N CLEARWATER PARKWAY
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  8 5253  |  $4 , 999 , 999

6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,290 SQ FT ON 1.5 ACRES

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  8525 3  |  $5 ,999 ,999
5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE
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Department policy and is for legiti-
mate law-enforcement purposes,” she 
stated in an email. 

Although as of Aug. 18, no misuse 
of Flock cameras by department per-
sonnel has been found, PVPD does 
have procedures in place if concern-
ing activity was found in an audit, In-
gram stated in an email. 

“Depending on the nature of the 
concern, access to the system may 
be suspended while the matter is re-
viewed,” she stated. “If the review 
identifi es potential misconduct, the 
matter would be addressed in accor-
dance with the Department’s estab-
lished investigative and disciplinary 
procedures.”

PVPD has not changed or updated 
its policies or procedures surrounding 
Flock camera use because of recent 
discovery of other departments’ mis-
use but they will remain alert to any 
additional checks and balances of the 
system as they arrive and implement 
what feels most appropriate. 

“PVPD, as with all evolving tech-
nology, will continue to evaluate 
available auditing and accountability 
features and determine whether ad-
ditional policy or procedural changes 
are appropriate,” Ingram stated. 

Paradise Valley currently has Flock 
cameras installed at 26 intersections, 
according to Ingram. 

Ingram also stated PVPD does not 
automatically share its ALPR camera 
database with other municipalities.

Paradise Valley Town Manager 
Andrew Ching said in his Aug. 14 
weekly update that the town is aware 
of misuse of ALPR cameras by oth-
er agencies, but the Paradise Valley 
Police Department remains commit-
ted to “responsible use, transparency, 
accountability and public trust” in its 
use of the technology.

“The Paradise Valley Police De-
partment has used license plate read-
er technology for more than 10 years 
to support investigations to help keep 
our community safe. The technology 
has helped disrupt burglary groups, 
investigate kidnappings, recover sto-
len vehicles, and assist in locating 
victims,” Ching wrote in his weekly 
update.

Several cities last week an-
nounced they were discontinuing 
contracts with Flock after spotting 
what most called misuse or “anom-
alies.” 

Flock, one of the largest compa-
nies making ALPR cameras, uses 
artificial intelligence to capture 
information about vehicles, in-
cluding their location and the time 
they were recorded, according to 
the company. That information is 
stored for seven days unless the law 
or an authorized investigation re-
quires otherwise.

According to Flock’s website, 

data is shared only to the extent an 
agency allows, searches are tied to 
individual user profiles and searches 
are reviewed for potential misuse.

The cameras are designed to as-
sist law enforcement with investiga-
tions.

According to Flock’s Impact 
Census, the technology helped lo-
cate more than 10,000 missing peo-
ple in 2025.

Ching clarified that ALPRs 
capture license plates, not drivers’ 
faces and the system does not use 
real-time tracking or facial recogni-
tion.

During the past month, agencies 
across the Valley have ended their 
contracts with various ALPR com-
panies, launched investigations into 
potential officer misuse and limited 
how much data is shared and with 
whom in response to concerns about 
employee abuse of the technology.

In Tempe, the city stopped shar-
ing data from its cameras with other 

entities Aug. 10. According to a city 
press release, the decision came in 
response to privacy concerns raised 
by the community and recent mis-
use of the system by two local law 
enforcement agencies.

Chandler Police Department, 
Apache Junction Police Depart-
ment and Pinal County Sheriff’s 
Office will not renew their camera 
contracts, and Chandler Police em-
ployees are now blocked from using 
the technology until the contract 
expires.

Police in Surprise and Goodyear 
have opened investigations into po-
tential abuse of the ALPR systems 
by officers and the Surprise Police 
Department has stopped all use of 
the cameras.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines.

Cameras
• From page 1

Cars drive by a Flock camera at the corner of East Lincoln Drive and North Tatum Boulevard on Aug. 19 in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison 
Kotzbauer)

Automated license plate 
readers track vehicles as they 
pass through monitored ar-
eas to assist with law enforce-
ment investigations but Valley 
agencies have recently found 
potential misuse of the tech-
nology. (Independent News-
media/Allison Kotzbauer)

FROM THE COVER
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If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation.  Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.

azarchitecture.com

#1 Real Estate Agent  
Ranking Arizona 2026

REAL ESTATE

Knowledge Experience Marketing Service

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley • 1961–2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing 
distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach. 
For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of 
our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this 
inspirational artistic beacon.
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Almeida Roofing Inc.Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of RoofingAll Types of Roofing

602-743-3175602-743-3175

www.almeidaroofing.comwww.almeidaroofing.com
FREE EstimatesFREE Estimates • • Licensed • Bonded • Insured Licensed • Bonded • Insured • • ROC #215758 ROC #215758

FREE Roof InspectionsFREE Roof Inspections

GetGetMonsoon-Ready. 
Monsoon-Ready. Call Us!Call Us!

The resolutions would increase 
the maximum municipal permit fee 
for operating a short-term rental from 
$250 to $500, clarify municipalities’ 
authority to place liens on properties 
for unpaid short-term rental penal-
ties or fi nes, create a process allowing 
voters in individual municipalities to 
decide whether additional short-term 
rental regulations are appropriate and 
clarify the defi nition of short-term 
rentals as it applies to multifamily 
buildings and mobile home parks.

All four resolutions were support-
ed and passed by the League’s Res-
olutions Committee. With the com-
mittee’s approval, the resolutions 
will move to the league’s executive 
committee before becoming part of 
the league’s legislative agenda for 
the upcoming session. Stanton said 

municipalities could then work with 
state lawmakers to pursue legislation 
supporting the resolutions.

“Today was a great example for 
the entire state,” Stanton said. “It’s 
an issue. It’s an issue for larger mu-
nicipalities, it’s an issue for Paradise 
Valley, and we’re really committed to 
staying in front of it.”

Stanton said the resolutions are ul-
timately about returning regulatory 
authority to cities and towns.

“The key to it is going back to lo-
cal control and giving the ability for a 
municipality to decide what’s best for 
its community,” Stanton said.

The resolutions prompted discus-
sion among mayors about whether the 
proposed changes went far enough.

Bullhead City Vice Mayor Dan Al-
fonzo questioned why the proposed 
permit-fee increase was limited to 
$250, saying the additional revenue 
would not cover the costs associated 
with short-term rental enforcement, 

trash and cleanup.
Scottsdale Mayor Lisa Borows-

ky responded, “We would go with 
any dollar amount that would pass 
through the Legislature.”

Chandler Mayor Kevin Hartke 
suggested adding guardrails to the 
resolution that would allow voters to 
decide whether additional short-term 
rental regulations should be adopted.

“I don’t think just whatever cities 
want to do, based on our past legisla-
ture and perhaps a mistrust of cities, 
that that’s going to fl y,” Hartke said. 
“If there was some parameters and 
guardrails on there, I suggest it might 
have a better shot.”

Prescott Mayor Cathey Rusing 
also supported the eff ort to restore 
local control, pointing to the unique 
short-term rental challenges facing 
her city.

“I stand with our sister cities,” 
Rusing said. “I fully support this reso-
lution. I think it would be an import-

ant fi rst step.”
For Paradise Valley, Stanton said 

the town’s primary concern is keep-
ing bad actors from using short-term 
rentals to host large parties or oth-
erwise operate outside town regula-
tions.

He said the town has worked to 
stay ahead of those problems through
its licensing and monitoring process,
as well as coordination among town
departments.

However, companies that are not 
acting in the town’s best interest are
also planning ahead and lobbying in
the Legislature.

“We’re not against the short-term 
rental industry,” Stanton said. “The 
biggest challenge we’ve got is the bad 
actors.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines.

Rentals
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER
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$1,998,888
Kristy Ryan
REAL TRENDS - AZ - America’s Top 1000 Agents
Phx Business Journal, “The List” Top Residential Real Estate Agents
RE/MAX International’s Diamond Club, Chairman’s Club, Platinum 
Club, Hall of Fame, Lifetime Achievement Award, and 
Circle of Legends Recipient
ABR, CLHMS, GRI

RE/MAX Fine Properties
(480) 688-2429 Direct
KristyRyan@Remax.net

Erich Reichenberger
Vice President/Area Manager

Erich.Reichenberger@pioneertitleagency.com
480.368.1500

11602 N 70th Pl, Scottsdale, AZ 8525411602 N 70th Pl, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
$5,250,000$5,250,000

 Listed by eXp Realty

Please call 
me today at 

480.688.2429, if 
you are thinking 
of selling! I have 
buyers looking 

to purchase at all 
price ranges.

Not intended to solicit currently listed properties

SOLD
3811 E. Stella Lane, Paradise Valley, AZ 852533811 E. Stella Lane, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$3,100,000$3,100,000
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Plan your dream getaway.

1Free parking for the first 100 cars. No purchase or membership 
required. Restrictions apply; see full terms at 
mwg.aaa.com/travel/events/travelfest/arizona.
2NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Ends 9/12/26. Must be 18+, reside in 
Arizona, and attend TravelFest Phoenix in Phoenix, AZ on 9/12/26. 
Limit 1 entry/person. Must be present to win. Void where prohibited. 
See Official Rules for details.

• Meet with AAA Travel Advisors and partners to get        
   inspired, receive a quote, and book on-site.
• Attend for a chance to win a $500 airline gift card.2

RSVP Today Scan, visit 
AAA.com/TravelFestAZ,
or call 866-446-4522 for 
more details.

Saturday, September 12 from 10AM-2PM
Sheraton Phoenix Downtown
Free Admission | Free Parking for First 100 Cars1

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Scottsdale Unifi ed School 
District Governing Board is moving 
forward with Phase II of its school clo-
sure plan and wants to hear what the 
public thinks about it.

The board has set the time for a 
public hearing on the plan for 6 p.m., 
Sept. 22, at the Desert Mountain 
High School auditorium, 12575 E. 
Via Linda, in Scottsdale.

Members of the community will 
have two minutes each to share their 
opinions on the possible closures.

The board is then scheduled to dis-
cuss the issue at its Sept. 8 meeting 
and decide which schools, if any, to 
shut down during its Oct. 6 meeting.

The schools being considered 
for closure/relocation are Copper 
Ridge School, Cheyenne Traditional 
School, Laguna Prep, Redfi eld Ele-

mentary School, Desert Canyon El-
ementary and Desert Canyon Middle 
School.

All the schools under consideration 
have student bodies of less than 400, 
according to information provided by 
SUSD. 

Phase II includes the possible clo-
sure of at least two and possibly three 
schools by the end of the 2027-28 
school year. 

Phase III of the plan does not in-
clude closing any more schools. In-
stead, it’s about developing a plan to 
grow attendance in each of the district 
learning communities.. 

The national phenomena of de-
clining enrollment in public schools 
— Scottsdale Unifi ed has lost ap-
proximately 6,000 students in the 
last 15 years — and low state funding 
numbers have made the closures nec-
essary, district Superintendent Dr. 
Scott Menzel has said in the past. 

“There will be many opportunities 
for people to weigh in and express their 

opinions,” Menzel said at the board’s 
Aug. 4 meeting. “I would also just say 
it’s not easy in terms of the conversa-
tions we have to have, but I think it’s 
very important as we pursue our com-
mitment to full and thriving schools.”

Phase I began in the 2025-2026 
school year and took eff ect this school 
year with the closure of Pima Elemen-
tary and Echo Canyon K-8 schools. 
Each of those schools had student 
populations of fewer than 300 stu-
dents.

It was a controversial move that 
was unpopular with many families at 
the two schools, and board members 
Carine Werner and Amy Carney vot-
ed against it.

That le  board Member Matthew 
Pittinsky, board Vice President Mike 
Sharkey and board President Donna 

SUSD moves forward with second phase of school closures

Scottsdale Unifi ed School District Superinten-
dent Dr. Scott Menzel said discussions about 
future school closures are hard but necessary. 
(Courtesy Scottsdale Unifi ed School District).

• See SUSD on page 26
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RETSY is Arizona’s exclusive Forbes Global Properties partner, connecting the Valley to a worldwide network 
of buyers and sellers through the most trusted name in wealth. Our dedicated support staff ensures agents 

can focus on what matters most: their clients and their business. With no franchise fees and a culture built on 
values and results, it’s no surprise that many of the Valley’s top producers choose RETSY.
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Allyson, 16

StepUpStopCancer.org

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Everyone knows libraries are built 
to expand people’s minds, and visitors 
to Scottsdale’s Civic Center Library 
can do that through more than books 
and digital materials through Sept 30.

That’s because the gallery in the 
center of the building’s main fl oor is 
hosting Scottsdale Art’s latest free 
exhibition, “Open spaces: fi ber arts 
addressing the landscape.”

“It’s really celebrating the Nation-
al Parks Service along with the beau-
ty and value of open space like parks 
and land that doesn’t have any devel-
opment,” said the exhibit’s curator 
Wendy Raisanen.

The exhibit features weaving, 
quilting, felting, fabric manipulation 
and fi ber-featured mixed media piec-
es by 15 artists from the Valley and 
Tucson.

“We’ve got one gal from Tucson, 
Rachel Stark, who is using cactus 
skeletons as a structure to hang and 
weave from,” Raisanen said. “ She’s 
weaving hand-loomed wool with 
semiprecious stones.” 

Another artist, Jacey Coca, of Peo-

ria, has woven beads around sticks 
and cattle bones found in nature to 
make them look like ritual artifacts.

“The landscape is important be-
cause it is good for our mental health,” 
Raisanen said. “To go to these places
really helps ground you back into be-
ing a human being on this Earth.”  

The exhibit is on display while the
National Park Service is celebrating 
its 110th birthday, which really is a
coincidence, but an important one, 
Raisanen said. 

“Right now, when we have so 
many national parks in danger of be-
ing developed or mined or utilized by
the (federal) government, I think it’s 
important to show people the value 
of national parks. Once you wreck 
it, it’s gone, there is no more, so the
preservation of our national parks is 
extremely important.” 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Free art exhibit celebrates open space, national parks

Peoria artist Jacey Coca has woven beads around 
sticks and bones found in nature to make them 
look like ritual pieces. (Courtesy Brian Passey)

Scottsdale Arts’ free exhibition “Open spaces: fi -
ber arts addressing the landscape” at the Scott-
sdale Civic Center Library, 3839 N. Drinkwater 
Blvd., is on display through Sept. 30. (Courtesy 
Brian Passey)
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Paradise Valley’s

Premier Luxury Assisted Living Experience

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

Concierge-Style Living
and

Coordinated Care •  Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners
•  Mobile Dental Services
•  Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  Home Health Services

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.

Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Personalized Care  •  Concierge Services  •  Luxury Living  •  Peace of Mind  •  Discover the Difference 

Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact, 
coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure 
seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services 
directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:

•  Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement
•  Hospice Services
•  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
•  Salon Services

Check the websites for 
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com
LincolnRAL.com

CamelbackRAL.com

Exclusive Offers!

Schedule a private tour today! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson
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Fulton Homes’ The West’s Most 
Western Rodeo is returning to Scott-
sdale this fall. 

The rodeo performances will begin 
at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 
p.m. on Sunday Sept. 11-13 at  West-
World of Scottsdale Equidome Are-
na, 16601 N. Pima Road, according 
to a press release and the organiza-
tion’s website.

The PRCA-sanctioned event will 
feature three days of rodeo competi-
tion, western heritage, live music and 
family entertainment. 

Highlights include Veteran Appre-
ciation Night as well as a live perfor-
mance from Neon Circus on Sept. 11, 
a post-rodeo concert by The Contra-
bandits on Sept. 12, and the fi nal na-
tional qualifying event for the Junior 
National Finals Rodeo that features 
competitors vying for a share of a 
$6,000 bonus purse earned through-
out the series.

Gates will open two hours prior to 
each performance. For information 
and to buy tickets, visit https://rode-
oscottsdale.com/.

Fulton Homes’ The West’s 
Most Western Rodeo rides 

back to Scottsdale

Fulton Homes’ The West’s Most Western Rodeo returns to Scottsdale Sept. 11-13. (Photo Courtesy
Rodeo Scottsdale)

ENTERTAINMENT
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5602 E NAUNI VALLEY DR  |  PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
4 Bed •  5.5 Bath •  8,420 SQFT •  Office •  Gym •  Upstairs Flex Space

2 Indoor/Outdoor Bars •  Resort Style Backyard with Lap Pool

6-Car Garage with Stacking Capability for Up to 12 Vehicles

480.206.6920 | Mikhail@PVLuxuryAgent.com | www.MikhailQuijada.com480 206 6920 | Mikh il@PVL

Coming Soon:
A Once-In-A-Lifetime Buy
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Father and son founders 
turned personal health scare 
into wellness concept

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For as long as Connor Darnbrough 
can remember, he and his father, 
Rob, were always training.

Darnbrough grew up in Canada 
competing as a free skier while his 
father was also a competitive athlete. 
Fitness was a way of life for the two, 
but looking back, Darnbrough said 
they were missing an important piece.

“My dad and I were overdosing 
exercise,” Darnbrough said.

That perspective changed a er his 
father was diagnosed with an aortic 
aneurysm at age 49.

Darnbrough said doctors told his 
father to stop physical activity alto-
gether, and live a “sedentary” life-
style.

“They actually said, ‘If you see a 
hill, turn away,’” Darnbrough said. 
“That led my dad into a really bad 
place health-wise, mentally, physi-
cally, and I kind of saw what that did, 
how his medical condition basically 
altered his life.”

Watching his father’s life change 
inspired the pair to rethink what fi t-
ness should accomplish.

Instead of focusing only on per-
formance or appearance, they want-
ed to create a place that helps people 
improve their long-term health while 
still staying active. 

The result was Smart Fit Meth-
od, an integrated fi tness and well-
ness company that combines strength 
training, recovery services and per-
sonalized, data-driven coaching un-
der one roof, with multiple locations 
in both California and Utah.

Now, the company is expand-

ing into Arizona with two locations 
opening this fall — one in Paradise 
Valley at 11260 N. Tatum Blvd. and 
another in Scottsdale at 7400 E. Mc-
Donald Drive.

Every member begins with a com-
prehensive health assessment before 
receiving an individualized plan that 
combines strength training, recovery 
technologies and one-on-one coach-
ing, and necessary recovery services 
like red light therapy, cold plunges 
and more. 

Darnbrough said the goal is to give 
people a more effi  cient approach to 

wellness by replacing multiple pro-
viders with one personalized system.

Smart Fit Method is designed to 
fi t into members’ lives by off ering 
fl exible access to personal training 
throughout the day instead of limit-
ing them to a handful of scheduled 
sessions, he said.

“I fi nd that giving them more ac-
cess to come in on their own sched-
ule, just allows them to fi t it into their 
routine and deal with the realities of 
life: careers, responsibilities, kids, and 
they can stay more consistent,” Dar-
brough said. “When they’re consis-

tent, they get better results.”
Every 90 days, members are re-

assessed to ensure their fi tness plan 
continues to evolve with them and
helps people of all ages and abilities 
improve their strength and mobility,
Darnbrough said.

Darnbrough said the company 
chose to expand into Arizona because 
of the state’s large active and aging
populations, believing the concept
can help residents stay healthy and 
reach their full physical potential.

“I get to see on a daily basis other
people thrive with health conditions
or their situation rather than to sur-
vive it on a daily basis,” Darnbrough 
said. “The improvements people see
are pretty staggering.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Smart Fit Method to open Paradise Valley, Scottsdale locations

Smart Fit Method will open new locations this fall in Paradise Valley and Scottsdale, bringing its per-
sonalized fi tness, recovery and wellness concept to Arizona. (Photo submitted by Smart Fit Method)

Smart Fit Method, a fi tness and wellness compa-
ny focused on personalized training and healthy 
aging, will open two Arizona locations this fall. 
(Photo submitted by Smart Fit Method)

BUSINESS
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 9/30/26.
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FINANCING 
AVAILABLE!

See your sales 

rep for details. 

AT LASTING IMPRESSIONS WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• Replacement Windows
• New Construction Windows
• Multi-Slide - Bi-Folding Doors
• Entry, French & Patio Doors
• Barn Doors & Hardware
• Interior Doors & Trim
• Velux Skylight and Sun Tunnels
• Security Doors & Retractable Screens

Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM-1PM
4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018
602.508.0800 | liwindow.com

SAVE   $1500

CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE IN HOME 
ESTIMATE

ROC# 179513

UP
TO

Stop by our
showroom to view
the latest trends!

Let the Outside In...

7101 E Thomas Rd Scottsdale, AZ 85251
SouthTownDentalCare.com

480-660-8089

Free whitening or $500 off invisalign

888-665-3848   iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia

W. Lewis voting in favor of the move. 
The closures saved the district 

about $2.5 million, but the adminis-
tration says more schools have to be 
closed before the numbers work and 
put the district back in the black.

Pittinsky has said in the past that 
while he knows it’s not a popular 
stance, he supports closing even more 
schools if that is what it takes to right 
size the district footprint and put the 

district back on sound fi nancial foot-
ing. 

“I hate to talk about numbers
when these are families (involved),
but the decision to (close schools) is
a fi nancial decision to direct resourc-
es that could be going to other places
to support the excellence in our dis-
trict,” he said at the board’s Dec. 9,
2025, meeting.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

SUSD
• From page 18

My advice is that preventing mos-
quito bites is the best medicine.

The CDC recommends EPA-reg-
istered repellents containing DEET, 
picaridin, IR3535, oil of lemon eu-
calyptus, para-menthane-diol or 
2-undecanone, and recommends 
loose-fi tting long sleeves and pants. 
Permethrin-treated clothing and 
gear can help, but permethrin prod-
ucts should not be used directly 

on skin. Around the home, remove 
standing water once a week by emp-
tying, scrubbing, turning over, cov-
ering or throwing out items that hold 
water.

The best approach is to treat bites 
early, watch for warning signs and re-
duce mosquito exposure before bites 
happen.

Saman Manzouri, D.O. is a Valley 
physician. This opinion was edited for 
length and can be read in full online at
https://tinyurl.com/ynm4c9ku.

Saman Manzouri, D.O.

OPINION

Opinion
• From page 8

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Dentist
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Announcement Employment

Offi ce Space
LIMITED TIME

SPECIAL
3 ROOMS FOR THE 

PRICE OF 2
See details at

unionhillscentre.com

1, 2 & 3 Room 
Suites Available

UNION HILLS 
OFFICE SUITES 

N.E. Corner of 32nd St. 
and E. Union Hills Dr.

unionhillscentre.com

Clean Windows Health Care

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Design Consultations + 
3D Color Renderings

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

Remodeling

Roofi ng

602.358.8458 Lic #209598 
Bonded & Insured

Doing Business Since 2005
We Do:

• Complete Re-Roof • Tile & Shingle
• Repairs • Coatings • Foam

• Metal • Free Estimates

Li #209598

20055555

It’s  MonsoonIt’s  Monsoon
Season!Season!

Senior Living

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofi ng

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Classifieds WORK
To advertise call 888-665-3848

Your Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   888-665-3848

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

 To Advertise
CALL

888-665-3848

  

YOU
CAN’T

AFFORD 
NOT

TO

Shop with 
Confidence

Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds
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CHRIS KARAS | 602.919.6511 | THEKARASGROUP.COM

IN TEAM
CAREER SALES

BROKERAGE
IN THE U.S

RANKED IN THE

TOTAL TEAM
TRANSACTIONS
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