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DUSD teaches
voters about
latest bond
proposition

Financial impact is about $36
a year for typical homeowner

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Dysart Unified School District will
attempt another appeal for the public
to lend more support for facilities and
growth as community stakeholders
will be encouraged to vote for Prop-
osition 421, which has been placed
on the Nov. 3 ballot to “maintain safe,
functional learning environments and
support continued growth.”

Director of Communications and
Public Relations Renee Ryon said the
district will soon begin sharing factu-
al information about Proposition 421
with the community, so voters can
make an educated decision when they
cast their ballots in the fall.

“The purpose of the ballot initiative
is to maintain safe, functional learning
environments and support continued
growth,” Ryon stated. “Construc-

® See DUSD on page 3

Future golf star shining bright now

Area teen makes U.S. national team The fact that the 16-year-old champion ju-
for Solheim Cup nior golfer comes from Arizona is not too big
of a shock, considering the state’s weather has

By Jason Stone h
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA elped produce several top golfers over the years.

But because she has become one of the top

Aubrey Hilgers loves to play golf and travel. junior players in the nation from her exploits

One day, the Surprise teenager is hoping to have

a career doing both. ® See Hilgers on page 10

Junior  golfer  Aubrey
Hilgers of Surprise is one
of the top junior golfers
in the nation and will be
representing the U.S. in
the PING Junior Solheim
Cup in the Netherlands
next month. (Independent
Newsmedia/Jason Stone)
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,
Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 9/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.




FROMTHE COVER

The Dysart Unified School is attempting another bond measure after it failed again last year. (Courtesy

DUSD)

DUSD

¢ From page 1

tion of a new elementary school, land
for a new high school, HVAC and fire
panel replacements are among the
items it would fund. Without these
additional funds, aging safety equip-
ment cannot be replaced, and the
district will not be able to address the
rapid growth in some parts of the dis-
trict without adjusting school bound-
aries to balance enrollment.”

The tax impact on the community
will be about $3 a month, or $36 a
year, based on an estimate for an av-
erage property owner in the Dysart
district, with about $0.17 tax rate on
an average assessed home value of
$215,435, noted the district’s web-
site.

While the district relies on 90%
funding from the state of Arizona
and local sources, including property
taxes, and 10% from the federal gov-
ernment, to request more money for a
better education for students beyond
what the government provides, the
district can request an override or a
bond, which is a tax on property from

the local community, and are two sep-
arate things that are not interchange-
able.

A bond, which can only be used for
capital purposes, covers things such
as buses, school buildings safety and
technology.

Dysart’s last approved bond was in
2006. The district can ask for either a
capital override or a maintenance and
operations override.

Meanwhile, stakeholders are re-
minded to learn the facts about
Proposition 421 and be sure to regis-
ter and be ready to vote, according
to the district’s website, asking peo-
ple to mark their calendars for the

following:

+ Monday, Oct. 5 — Last day to
register to vote;

+ Wednesday, Oct. 7 — Voting be-
gins;

+ Tuesday, Oct. 27 — Last day to
mail ballot;

+ Tuesday, Nov. 3 — Election day
and ballot dropoffs.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa. org.
Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed

10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meet our Groility Guidelines.

“Without these additional funds, aging safery equipment cannot
be replaced, and the district will not be able to address the rapid
growth in some parts of the district without adjusting school
boundaries to balance enroliment.”

Renee Ryon

Dysart Unified School District
director of communications and public relations
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INSTANT SAVINGS

ON SELECT, IN-STOCK TIRES WITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE.
VALID 9/1/2026 - 9/20/2026

WHaNKoOOK <> COOPERTIRES

FRELLI

On your purchase of $599 or more
when you use your Big O Tires®
and Service Credit Card

Valid 7/6/2026 - 10/11/2026

IN REBATE
SAVINGS**

xtra where p
lid one time

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

LUBE CHASSIS* « REPLACE FILTER * 22 POINT INSPECTION

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically Ow20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations * Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's » Most cars and light trucks * Shop supplies additional
Plus up to $6 disposal fee + Excludes Diesels  *Lube chassis where applicable « Not valid with other offers + No cash value
See store for details + Charge for addiitional service/parts, if needed + Expires 10-15-26 + SUR-926

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

TOTAL AUTO CARE

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On)

Brakes ¢ Alignments
Suspension & Steering
Batteries ¢ Faulty Windows
All Routine Maintenance

* BEAT THE HEAT!

1 9 Plus Freon,
Evac & Recharge

A/C PERFORMANCE
CHECK

We'll thoroughly inspect your compressor,
belts, hoses, pressure and temperature.

WE SELL
AND INSTALL
GOLF TIRES

FREON, EVAC AND RECHARGE EXTRA » Most cars & light trucks
Shop supplies additional + With coupon « Not valid with any other offer
Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expires 10-15-26 + SUR-926

" BIGOTIRES |
SURPRISE - 14023 W. GRAND AVE - 623-537-7911

SURPRISE - 16880 W. WADDELL RD - 623-975-4200
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DUSD sets its usage rules for Al

Dysart Schools will phase in
artificial intelligence plan

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Dysart Unified School District
will roll out its artificial intelligence im-
plementation plan next month, with ad-
ministrators among the first to learn how
to use the tool to assist in the educational
environment.

After months of research, reviews and
feedback, the governing board approved
the district’s AI Implementation Plan as
presented at the Aug. 24 meeting. Im-
plementing the plan includes adopting
MagicSchool as the district-approved Al
platform, acclimating administrators and
teachers during the first year, eventual-
ly phasing in students’ use and blocking
free Al toools on district devices.

The district’s guiding principals for
Al use include:

+ Al does not replace professional
judgment, great teaching and leadership.

+ Al will save time so educators can
focus more on student learning.

+ Al use will be ethical, responsible
and transparent.

“We still need to do
the work as individ-
uals and as a team,”
said Andrew Frazier,
director of curriculum
and instruction 9-12,
encouraging  ethical
use of Al in the dis-
trict, and noting how
it is more efficient for
the teachers.

“It’s come a long
way and has a long
way to go,” said Su-
perintendent John Croteau about using
Al in education.

The district’s first-year goals require
all administrators to be introduced and
trained on the MagicSchool platform.
Every campus will have what is called
trained AI Champions as the district

“It’s come a long way and has a
long way to go.”

John Croteau
Dysart Unified School District superintendent

Teachers in the Dysart Unified School District will be trained on how to properly integrate Al into the classroom.

(Courtesy DUSD)

continues to communicate its Al guide-
lines for using the tool responsibly. The
district will develop a collection of Dys-
art-specific Al resources and prompts.

For the second year and beyond, pi-
lot classrooms will begin to be identified
for possible student implementation.
Meanwhile, the phased-in roll out gives
a timeline to prepare from
September to November,
activate accounts, iden-
tify campus AI Cham-
pions and set the district
parameters while learning
happens through Feb-
ruary for administration
and Al Champions to be
trained. Implementation
plans will be drafted,
and the models will be
strengthened from Feb-
ruary to May. The Al
Champions will offer onsite training to
coach colleagues. Refining the plan will
continue in the summer with workshops,
reviewing the first year and planning for
the second year.

The parameters and safeguards in-
clude the required training, although

Al use will not be mandated. Ensuring
student privacy is protected remains
important while using the district-ap-
proved tools. Security and data will be
reviewed before the rollout to ensure the
tools are aligned with the district and its
priorities.

“The educator must edit, make sure
it is read multiple times before it reaches
students,” said Frazier of how Al should
be used as a draft for instruction, not the
final piece.

Board member Dawn Densmore
asked about the delay in introducing
students to the tool. She said it would be
beneficial if seniors could experience it
before heading to college and their ca-
reers so they are aware of certain tech-
nicalities and ethics involved with using
the tool.

“Seniors are at a disadvantage ... We
work so hard towards their college and
career readiness,” said Densmore, add-
ing that it is good service to provide that
access to them.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.org.

Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email

them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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Mavrie wants a
doctor who really
knows her.

Don’t you?

At ArchWell Health, she’s more than a patient.
Her provider takes the time to know her as

a person, understand her health goals, and
support what matters most to her.

Discover the difference we can make for you.

[m]="%4[= Scan the GR code or
call (480) 870-7133
O today to learn more.

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more
than two opinions for publication
during a calendar month. Two sub-
missions in the same issue will not be
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.

Speak Up

WEe support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

‘We will promptly correct all
factual errors. We offer a “right of
reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree
with a news story are welcome to
respond with a letter.

One vote does not make
Hamadeh model of integrity

In her letter, Kudos to Rep. Ha-
madeh for supporting stop insider
trading act, Nikki Colletti praises Rep.
Abe Hamadeh for “putting principle
first” and demonstrating “real public
service.”

Hamadeh deserves credit for voting
to restrict congressional stock trading.
So do the other 231 House members
who voted for the bill. But one biparti-
san vote hardly establishes exceptional
integrity.

Colletti contrasts Hamadeh with
politicians who “sell out to the highest
bidder.” Yet Federal Election Com-
mission records show his campaign
received $269,960 from political com-

mittees, including

More corporate and spe-
= cial-interest PACs,
online from January 2025
Re_a‘?' o through July 1,
opinions 2026.
atYourValley Boeing’s PAC
.net/surprise- gave Hamadeh
independent g5 500 in 2025.

Hamadeh sits on
the House Armed Services Commit-
tee, helping shape defense policy and
authorization. The contribution is legal
and proves no quid pro quo, but voters
have every right to scrutinize money
from industries with enormous stakes
in congressional decisions.

Hamadeh’s campaign has also
received money from CVS Health’s
PAC. CVS owns Caremark, which
recently settled an FTC case alleging
anticompetitive practices that artifi-
cially inflated insulin list prices. When
corporations with major interests in
federal health policy help finance
congressional campaigns, voters should
pay attention.

Then there is judgment. Just two
days before this vote, Hamadeh pub-
licly opposed extraditing Andrew and

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

Tristan Tate to Britain. The brothers
face serious charges, including rape
and sex-trafficking allegations. They
deny wrongdoing and deserve due
process. Hamadeh'’s decision to in-
tervene on their behalf is also relevant
when assessing claims about his char-
acter and judgment.

Give Hamadeh credit for one good
vote. Just don’t turn it into a character
reference.

Public service is a record, not a

press release.

Anne Whitmore
SUN CITY WEST

This writeris using a pen name. Rep. Abe Hamadeh
represents Congressional District 8, which

includes parts of Surprise, Glendale, Peoria, north
Phoenix, Sun City and Sun Ciry West. Submit
comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email them

10 AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Why is Hamadeh calling out
Hobbs when he won't debate
opponent?

Arizona Congressional District 8
Rep. Abe Hamadeh sure likes to throw
stones at glass houses, but runs away
afterward. He called out Gov. Katie
Hobbs for not debating his fellow
House Republican gubernatorial can-
didate, Andy Biggs, while Hamadeh
running away from CD 8 opponent
Bernadette Greene-Placentia’s debate
challenge.

It would be one thing if Rep Hama-
deh would meet with the constituents
in his district, but has failed to do so for
nearly two years. This, from an elected

*+ See Opinions on page 7

Speak Up
From Nextdoor & Facebook

Here are some comments about
stories happening in Surprise:

Massie arrest is still bringing
out passionate opinions

“I hope she finds closure in the courts on this.
Surprise and old ‘Skip’ were so in the wrong.” —
James D.

“I'live in Surprise and hate lawsuits. However,
this is one | hope she wins. City council treated
her terribly and suppressed others who may
want to speak against their shenanigans.” —
Millie A.

“Too bad she couldn’t read and follow the rules.
A poor example in front of her daughter.” — Su-
sanR.

“That darn old First Amendment gets in the way
allthe time.” —ThomasT.

“She’s just waiting for her big payout.” — Barb
G.N.

“All the mayor had to do was let her finish her
grievance (less than a minute?) and it would
have been over. Just another very bad choice
by the mayor and a silent council at the time.”
—Nate P.

“As a resident and as someone who will inevi-
tably be paying her, | am shocked this woman
hasn’t been paid her lottery winnings from the
city of Surprise violating her civil rights. It should
be a slam dunk.” — RandyR.

“Time to continue waiting. She violated the rules
and was out of order. She created the situation.”
—Stevel.

Motorists could get more
options at Cactus-Sarival

“Another car wash not needed.” — Richard M.
“Another car wash! Just what we need, as the
state is being forced by the federal government
to reduce the amount of water that is being
pumped from the Colorado River.” — James D.
“No carwash! It seems if the spot can’t sell then
here comes a car wash, Goodwill, Burger King
and now Circle K.” — Rochell M.

“We need another car wash like a hole in the
head.” — John G.

+ See Speak Up on page 7



Opinions
¢ krom page 6

official who should be running for CD
1, the district he actually resides in.

He fails at hearing our issues,
because he doesn’t understand them.
How could he if he doesn’t live
amongst us?

It’s time for our representatives to
represent us, not the lobbyists and
deep pockets of D.C. It’s also time for
the state and local Democratic par-
ties to spend money on races that can
make a difference, rather than protect-
ing safe districts.

We need to elect a representative
that lives in the district they represent,
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and one that understands our issues.

QUESLENI R S Sl Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist!

centia. She has and will walk a mile in
our shoes, not in the shoes of someone
who hopes can advance his career, as
Rep. Hamadeh does.

The West Valley has been over-
looked for too long.

That stops Nov. 3.

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

Bill Eikost
GLENDALE B R 0 KE N

Bernadette Greene-Placentia is seeking to unseat T o o T H 0 R
incumbent Abe Hamadeh in CD 8, which

includes parts of Surprise, Glendale, Peoria, north B E E N TO L D
Phoenix, Sun City and Sun City West. Submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them

10 AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to YO U N E E D

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long .,
as they meet our Cioility Guidelines. A c R Ow N ®

Speak Up

¢ From page 6

“Why nota family place like rollerblading?” — Lee
S.

“The city of Surprise sure loves car washes and
mini marts. Would be nice if they branched out
with something else.” — Sara L.

“Surprise is now car washes, coffee and storage
units.” — Amy P.R.

High gas prices are still a hot
topic of debate across city

“Getting gas from California has consequences.”
—LouisT.

“Crazy how it was $4.60 in the morning, then
$4.79 in the afternoon.” —Ted S.

“Yes, butisn’t America great again.” — Gregg D.

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

“My EV charges in my garage for less than one-
tenth the price.” — David B.

“l only run top-tier fuel 91 Octane in my Porsche
and Supercharged Tacoma. Keep the engine
clean. Cheap gas equals low quality. Top-tier QT,
Costco, Chevron, Shell.” — Paul W.

“Anywhere butin Surprise.” — Jason A.

“My guess is the intersection will be sur- Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
rounded by a nail salon, a storage facility, a prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
fast food place and a gas station because provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you

Surprise has so very few of those business- deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!
es” —BillM Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat

you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back

Surprise needs to stop getting the same things together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

on every corner. How about family-owned busi-
ness with something different to make our city
more unique?” — Katie G.

“Yes, because who wants to drive two blocks to
a carwash? Can’t we attract anything other than

SO'_SO_ food, carwashes, gas stations and medical *1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
buildings?” — Karen B. In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Wepledge...

+ To operate this newspaper as a public trust.
to conscientious journalism.

public issues.

fearlessness and compassion.

own opinions.

+To help our community become a better place to live and work, through our dedication
+ To provide the information citizens need to make their own intelligent decisions about
+To report the news with honesty, accuracy, purposeful neutrality, fairness, objectivity,
+To use our opinion pages to facilitate community debate, not to dominate it with our
+To disclose our own conflicts of interest or potential conflicts of interest to our readers.

+To correct our errors and to give each correction the prominence it deserves.
+ To provide a right to reply to those we write about. L -

+To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

Call Today!

www.azcrowncenter.com * 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Svite 131 ¢ Surprise, AZ 85374
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Valley Vista Monsoon

2025 record: 1-9
Playoffs: Did not qualify
Region: 6A Fiesta

Coach: Ed Cook (First year)

15500 W. Parkview Place, Surprise

Valley Vista football ready to flip scriptin 2026

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For Valley Vista football, moving
forward starts with not spending too
much time looking backward.

The Monsoon enter the season try-
ing to rebuild a program that has won
four games in the past three seasons —
with three coaches who are no longer
there. Valley Vista went 1-9 last year,
including 0-4 in the 6A Fiesta Region.
Its lone victory was 36-28 at Desert
Vista.

But with a new coaching staff led
by head coach Ed Cook, the message
throughout the offseason has been
more about what comes next.

“I think our biggest priority to try
and turn things around was just forget
about the past,” senior running back
and outside linebacker Nathan Hodg-
son said. “Just make sure we can re-
build something now that we can build
positive things off of.”

That approach has resonated with
a group that has endured plenty of
change.

Players said Cook brought a notice-
ably different energy when he arrived
before spring football. Cook and his
staff have focused on building relation-
ships and getting players invested in the
program’s future.

“The first-time meeting Coach
Cook, it was just a different vibe, a dif-
ferent energy,” Hodgson said. “There
was nothing about the past, nothing
about looking at what happened last
season.”

Assistant coach Jay Nunez, who has
been with the team for a little more than

a month, described Cook as “probably
the most positive person I've ever been
around in my life.”

He’s just a ray of sunshine,” Nunez
said.

The early signs of a turnaround can
be seen in the numbers.

Valley Vista had only 28 players at
one point last year. This summer, the
Monsoon were closing in on 50 varsity
players, with approximately 30 incom-
ing freshmen.

That growth could be important for
a team that struggled with depth last
season, particularly against a difficult
schedule. Valley Vista allowed at least
40 points six times, including losses to
Hamilton, Chandler and Pinnacle in
which the Monsoon surrendered more
than 50.

“We've got a four- or five-game
stretch where we play the best that 6A
has to offer in the state of Arizona,”
Nunez said. “Being able to keep the
kids fresh, that’s going to be huge.”

Not every loss last season was
one-sided.

After beating Desert Vista, Valley
Vista lost 37-29 to Shadow Ridge and
41-39 to Mountain Ridge in consec-
utive weeks. Those games have given
returning players reason to believe.

“Last year we had a couple of close
games that we lost that we could have
won,” senior defensive lineman Zade
Brown said. “Team-wise, I just want to
flip the script on those things.”

Nunez believes consistency and
depth can help the Monsoon finish
those games this season. He said the
staff wants to avoid relying on the same

Valley Vista senior offensive and defensive lineman Zade Brown looks at the camera during the Dysart
Unified School District football media day on Aug. 14 in Surprise. (Courtesy Dysart Schools)

players for nearly every snap, allowing
separate offensive and defensive groups
to stay fresh.

Defense will be one of Valley Vista’s
biggest areas to watch. The Monsoon
have a new system which Nunez said is
designed to get players moving quickly.

“They fly around, everybody’s tied
together,” Nunez said. “You may see
some guys that might look like they’re
out of place, but they’re right where
they need to be.”

Hodgson spoke about taking re-
sponsibility for younger teammates,
whether that means helping them in
the weight room, picking them up after
mistakes or showing them how to pre-
pare.

“For me, I focused a lot on my lead-
ership ability for the team on defense

and offense,” Hodgson said. “Just to
be that person, be the leader our team
needs.”

Senior wide receiver and corner Ev-
erett Driver, who arrived from Pinna-
cle last year, said his biggest goal it to
see effort translate to recognition.

“I want to see that all the hard work
I put in go somewhere, and that I can
be an all-region corner and receiver,”
Driver said.

He should be the top target for small
but mighty (5-7, 120 pounds) sopho-
more quarterback Dallas Spice.

Valley Vista still faces a difficult
climb. Now, though, there is a belief
that the Monsoon can begin changing
what Valley Vista football looks like.

“We really have the potential to be
something this year,” Driver said.
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2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!
Ao TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO

Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

13701 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

Inspection
UP TO $150.00 Auto Repair Complete vehicle health check

« Engine Light Scan A/C System Tune-Up

Restore cold, efficient cooling

* Estimate Comparison H E A I ! Cabin Air Filter/HVAC

; Cleaner air, better airflow
* Fluids & | SUMMER SPECIAL

Air Pressure Check Battery Test & Inspection
I Check battery health & charging
15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00 | Full Coolant Exchange

e A rsE 728 w=pE = =T I Protect engine from overheating

I LU BE OI L FI LTER' I I Plus sales tax. Up top 160Z freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined
| TIRE ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, | o= oo e e s
L 8§ ¥ B 8 0 B 0 0 8 B 8 0 0 0 B B B |
SRS CABNELTER,, 1 COMELETE R
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FROMTHE COVER

Hilgers

e From page 1

outside of the state, she was named a
captain’s pick for the U.S. PING Ju-
nior Solheim Cup team, which will
battle Europe next week in The Neth-
erlands.

“She’s definitely in the top five or
six of the junior class in the nation.
And the Solheim Cup is the top 12 ju-
niors in the country — and she’s one of
them,” her coach Warren Schutte said.
“She’s absolutely one of the best golf-
ers in the country.”

Hilgers recently won the girls Junior
PGA championship and turned in a
top-five finish at the U.S. Girls’ Junior,
which earned her the captain’s nod to
golf for the country.

“I was super excited,” Hilgers said
about the phone call she received ear-
lier this month to tell her she was on
the team. “I was kind of in disbelief
because everything’s kind of just hap-
pened so fast the last couple months.
And when she called me, I didn’t
know which way the phone call was
going to go.”

The Junior Solheim Cup is a bien-
nial team match play event that pits
the 12 best female junior golfers from
the U.S. against Team Europe, this
year Sept. 7 and 8 at Bernardus Golf in
Cromvoirt, Netherlands.

The Americans lead the all-time
series, 8-4-1 and won the last won in
2024.

Good right away

Hilgers was 4 when she first swung
a golf club. By age 6 she was already
working with Schutte, who was an
NCAA champion at UNLV in 1991.
His claim to fame was stopping Arizo-
na State’s Phil Mickelson from win-
ning three straight NCAA titles.

Schutte played on the PGA tour for
nearly two decades and began teaching
future pros when he stopped playing.

“Since she was little, I always knew
she was different,” Schutte said. “She
was always very driven.”

The coach likes to tell a story of
when Hilgers was playing in a tour-
nament at around 7 years old, and she
needed to birdie a putt on the last of
nine holes.

“I'look at her and I say, “Where are
you gonna putt this?” And she said,
‘Straight!”” And I said, “Well, T think
it’s going to break left to right.” And
she looked at me and said, ‘I'm going
straight!” She had that kind of belief at
that age.”

Hilgers said she has always felt that
fearless confidence. Warren said that
fearlessness is just part of her strong
mental game.

“Her desire to do something out-
weighs the fear not to do it,” Schutte
said. “I think a lot of other people, the
fear will outweigh the desire to do it.
That’s something that you learn. Con-
fidence comes, I believe, from prepa-
ration. That’s why we work hard. So
when we get there, we just trust.”

Future games

Hilgers and her family have lived in
Sterling Grove right off one of the holes
of its golf course for the past two years.
The family moved from a Litchfield
Park home on the Red Course of the
Wigwam Golf Course, where Hilgers
still practices with Schutte.

She goes to school online through
a program the American Junior Golf
Association teaches. Several AJGA
juniors use that school because of the
extensive travel the sport requires.
Hilgers uses a tutor to help keep her on
track.

“She makes sure I’'m learning all the
right stuff because I feel like sometimes
when kids do online school, they kind
of tend to not learn too much and she
makes sure I do what I need to do,”
Hilgers said.

Golf is Hilgers’ social outlet since
she does not have physical school-

Coach Warren Schutte works with Aubrey Hilgers on her swing at his academy at the Wigwam in Litch-

field Park. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

mates. She knows people from all
around the world because of tourna-
ments she plays in outside of Arizona.
She sees a lot of the same players each
week at tournaments somewhere in
the country or abroad.

When she won the Junior PGA title
on July 31 in Frisco, Texas, she defeat-
ed a player from China in a third-round
playoft.

“Everyone’s so different and I get to
just see how everybody kind of comes
together just because we all love golf,”
Hilgers said. “And it’s pretty cool to
see how different everybody is, and
then how we’re all connected by it.”

Hilgers has already signed to play
college golf at Auburn, despite getting
looks from schools such as USC, Ar-
kansas, Ole Miss and Texas A&M.

She said she has already felt a con-
nection to the Auburn coaches there
and fell in love with the area.

“To be honest, my heart was kind
of already set on it,” Hilgers said. “I
didn’t really see a point of staying with

the recruiting process if I already kind
of had an idea where I was going.”

Keep getting better

It is Hilgers’ long game that draws
attention with how straight and far she
can whack it.

“I feel like that’s really huge because
people end up not being able to hit
straight shots when they’re under pres-
sure, and I feel like that’s something
that I just really am good at,” she said.

She has an improving short game
and feels it started clicking this sum-
mer.

“Under pressure, you’ve got to have
a good short game,” Hilgers said. “I
just feel like I made a lot of progress,
but I can always be better than what
I'm at right now.”

Hilgers uses the aid of a sports psy-
chologist, Debbie Cruz, to help her
with the stress of playing pressure
games.

“If you’re a tournament golfer,

® See Golfer on page 12
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- FREE SEMINAR -

Make sure your Estate Plan is in place or up to date. Don’t miss this enjoyable,

FREE SEMINAR that has been taught throughout Arizona for decades. Get a practical,

easy-to-understand comparison of Wills vs Living Trusts that has helped thousands of
people from all income levels and circumstances. Have peace of mind knowing how
to obtain the right documents, protect yourself from probate and save money.

Bob Mariner, Estate Planner, Generation Living Trusts covers:

. What is best for your situation ... a Will or a Living Trust?
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Golfer

¢ From page 10

you’ve got to have one,” Schutte said.

The coach and player usually work
together three or four hours a day, and
Schutte joked that he sees Hilgers
more than her parents do.

The hard work resulted in the mas-
sive Junior PGA championship where
she savored a last-putt win to secure
the title.

“I feel like that kind of moment in
golf is so nice,” Hilgers said. “You're
never really going to have something
like that. It’s very rare when you get
that. And I feel that’s so special.”

Road show

Schutte, whose academy at the
Wigwam has sent up to 70 golfers to
the pros and college programs across
the country, said he believes in taking
his Arizona golf students on the road to
help teach them to play in any condi-
tions.

“Welove Arizona, but sometimesthe
conditions are perfect,” said Schutte,
who learned the game in South Africa
under some adverse weather. “I always
wanted to my students to learn how to
play on the East Coast. The grass is dif-
ferent. Let’s go to the
Northwest. It’s cold
and wet, and because
you're going to have
to play there at some
point.”

Of the maybe 25
tournaments Hilgers will play in this
year, only about a handful are in Ari-
zona.

“It’s not because we don’t want to
play here,” Schutte said. “When she
goes to college, she’s not playing in
Arizona. And every tournament they
play is not going to be at Auburn. It’s
going to be a different part of the coun-
try. I wanted all my students, especial-
ly her, to be able to play wherever.”

“She’s absolutely one of the best
golfers in the country.”

Warren Schutte
Golf coach

Aubrey Hilgers of Surprise won the Junior PGA
championship last month in Frisco, Texas. (Cour-
tesy PING)

Schutte, who is just turning 55, said
it also teaches future pros to learn to
sleep in different beds and eat at differ-
ent restaurants than they are used to.

“It’s part of being a tournament golf-
er,” he said. “It helps add to the psy-
chology of what you got to do. We're
always trying to stay ahead.”

Hilgers’ parents will stay ahead by
making the trip to the Netherlands to
see their daughter
play.

She is hoping it is
among many tour-
naments they will
see her play over the
years with a budding professional ca-
reer starting.

“Just to be able to maybe even make
it to the LPGA tour would be awe-
some,” Hilgers said “I've been dream-
ing about that since I was a little kid,
trying to swing a massive golf club.”

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa. org.
Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters or email
them to A=Opinions@iniusa.org. We are committed

10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.



Police stop ALPR systems
after cancellation of program

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Surprise Police Department
has cleared the police officer who was
suspended for an “anomaly” in the use
of Flock Safety camera system, which
preceded the city canceling the pro-
gram.

Police said Wednesday the abnor-
mality was caused when the officer
accessed the Flock data through a web
browser bookmark. Because the book-
mark was used each time to access the
system and it was attached to a particu-
lar vehicle, it appeared the officer was
repeatedly tracking the same vehicle.

“When we found an anomaly in our
audit, we immediately let the com-
munity know about it,” Surprise Po-
lice Chief Evan Becher said in a news
release. “I am thankful to report that

A Surprise police officer was cleared in an inves-
tigation over possible misues of the city’s Flock
Safety camera system. (Courtesy Flock Safety)

there was no evidence of misuse. I ap-
preciate the officer’s professionalism
throughout the investigative process, as
well as his commitment to serving our
city.”

Police did not reveal the name of the
officer who was suspended but said the
officer will return to full duty status this
week.

The suspension came after the de-
partment conducted a routine audit of
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Officer cleared of Flock camera misuse

its Automated License Plate Reader
system.

Surprise canceled its contract with
the controversial Flock Safety camer-
as on Aug. 13, shortly after police an-
nounced the suspension of

system have consistently demonstrated
the integrity, judgment and profession-
alism our community expects of them,”

Becher said.
Since the cancellation of the Flock
system, the police

the officer. The city oper-  “Tam thankfultoreport  have also suspended
ated 28 cameras at main that there was no evidence  ccess to all ALPR
intersections across the of misuse.” networks.

city. Evan Becher “The city under-

The cameras track ve-
hicles’ license plates and
other important informa-
tion like make and color and store the
information in a data base for 30 days.

It has been used to solve crimes
across the country, but it has also been
prone to misuse, like in some other Val-
ley cities.

Surprise began the program two
years ago without apparent incident
until the recent issue.

“Our employees entrusted with
sensitive information from the ALPR

Surprise police chief

stands the importance
of using technology to
achieve public safety
objectives,” the city wrote in the re-
lease. “Moving forward, the city plans
to assess the needs of the police depart-
ment and evaluate various public safety
technologies based on that assessment,
which may include ALPRs.”

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.org.
Submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are commutted

10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.
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The Dysart Unified School District Governing Board wants to tighten up its dress code policy. (Courtesy

Dress code wears on
Dysart Schools

DUSD)

Governing board debates
tightening up loose policy
By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Discouraging students from wear-
ing pajamas to class, and dressing in
business casual attire or uniforms are
among recommendations Dysart Uni-
fied School District governing board
members offered to tighten up a loose
dress code policy.

Following a timeline beginning
with a proposal, feedback from meet-
ings and surveys in the fall of 1998 to
the board approving Kingswood El-
ementary School’s uniform policy in
the spring of 1999, board members re-
ceived a detailed history at the July 27
board meeting about how the blueprint
was set for other schools to institute
their own uniform policies.

A discussion based on if there should
be stricter district-wide standards for
what is considered acceptable dress, or
if students should wear uniforms, class-
room time spent on enforcing a dress
code and disciplining any code viola-
tions were addressed by Craig Mussi,
assistant superintendent of Support
Services.

Presenting information on the his-
tory of school uniforms in the district,
he noted where uniforms were worn
early on: Surprise Elementary required
uniforms in 1999, Luke Elementary in
2000, and West Point in 2001.

Throughout the years, schools start-
ed to adopt similar dress codes com-
parable to that of the initial schools,
which began requiring students to wear
uniforms, but chose different colors to
represent their schools, and suggested
what types of clothes to wear, etc.

“That’s how it was filtering in to the
district to establish school uniforms,”
he said of the early inception at some
schools that require uniforms.

He compared and contrasted having
boys and girls uniforms, restricting den-
im, but consisting of navy blue colors;
and dress codes like specifyng “sweat-
shirts and sweaters, but no hoodies,”
allowing cargo pants, T-shirts with
school logos on Spirit Days.

“There was a policy that existed,
JICA, that schools lived under and
Dysart lived under this policy, there
was no mention of a school uniform,”
Mussi said, adding the policy prohib-

® See Uniforms on page 15



Uniforms
e From page 14

ited student dress or grooming prac-
tices that included things on clothing
that promoted health and safety haz-
ards such as anything drug-related, or
interfered with school work, or cause
a disruption like gang membership or
language.

“Those were elements that were
put in there but it didn’t say anything
about uniforms,” Mussi noted. “It was
a practice of that time.”

Other than what is considered the
current practice, Mussi pointed out
there is no definitive “school uniform
for the district,” as there are inconsist-
encies between schools. He welcomed
board feedback.

For the 2027-2028 school year,
board member, Denise Destiche said
a policy implementation should be set
and started.

“I’ve been to a couple of schools and

some of the clothing is what I would
consider kind of risqué in a sense,” said
board member Denise Destiche.

She added how the current dress
code policy is vague and she would like
to revisit possible changes. Destiche
asked about the number of suspensions
related to dress code violations, which
Mussi said he could get that number to
her.

“Do we have an idea how many sus-
pensions we have from dress code vi-
olations? There are some schools that
really have a lot. Maybe we could look
at this to reduce some of the incidents,”
Destiche said of time away from class
when suspended. “Maybe look at a pi-
lot or something. Our school board pol-
icy is very vague. Or maybe we need
to clarify our dress code policy a little
better.”

She said when her grandchildren
started in Dysart, there was a uniform,
but “when they switched out of it,” she
noticed such behaviors as bullying in-
creased.
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Mussi agreed with Destiche about
the importance of eliminating class
time loss if students are encouraged not
wear the wrong clothing so they do not
have to be sent home, get detention or
suspensions. He also noted enforcing
code violations if someone wears inap-
propriate clothing, may entail turning
the clothing inside out or putting jack-
ets on; pulling pants up to “fix them,” if
they are low, and parents bringing oth-
er clothes to the school for their child
to change.

Board President Stephen Skvara
stated how the current dress code pol-
icy should be reviewed for more strict
guidelines.

“Maybe tighten it up a little bit,”
said Skvara, requesting that K-8 stu-
dents and parents are surveyed about
their thoughts on school uniforms.
“Unforms can be thrown on in two-to-
three minutes. What kind of feedback
can we get from a K-8 perspective?”

While noting potential legal re-
strictions on surveying students, and

possible policy updates needed, board
member Dawn Densmore, said admin-
istration should be more “supportive of
the teachers regarding dress code vio-
lations.”

“I think alignment is important. I
do think the policy is a little too loose,
but with that said I believe some of our
schools are not supporting teachers to
dress-code students. I think it is im-
portant to make sure our leaders are
aligned and have the same understand-
ing to work with each other across the
district,” Densmore said.

Stating how “pajama days should be
eliminated,” Mary Jane Ziola shared
her research on positive feedback for
school uniforms, which included unity
and school pride, improving academic
focus, eliminating peer pressure, pre-
paring students for the professional
world, reducing bullying and discrim-
ination.

Likewise, Jennifer Drake noted

® See Uniforms on page 19
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STEER CLEARTO OPEN

Southern Steer Butcher experienced a milestone day on Aug. 6 for the grand opening of its location at
16853 N. 145th Ave, Suite 161. Owner Scott Strelitz and General Manager Damon Anderson helped

Your glft WI” help educate Comp838|onate cut the ribbon in a ceremonial event with city leaders. Vice Mayor Earle Greenberg was on hand for

healthcare P rofessionals for tomorrow. the festivities, as was Councilmembers Johnny V. Melton and Patrick Duffy and Director of Economic
Development Jeanine Jerkovic and Assistant Director of Economic Development Mike Hoover. Carefree
For more informatio n, ca Il 623 - 8 o 6 _79 9 o Partners Investments, the group developing the downtown City Center area, was well represented at

the event with Founder Rick West, Vice President Scott Phillips and Business Development Manager
Rico West taking in the day. So did Nick Robello, the director of marketing for SimonCRE, the group

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308 helping Carefree Partners work on city center plans and the company behind the Prasada shopping
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation area. Visit facebook.com/p/Southern-Steer-Butcher-Surprise-61584567974316. (Courtesy city of
Surprise/Kris Cassens)
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YourValley.net | Surprise Independent | September 2, 2026 17

ON THE MANE LINE

A couple of months after its June soft opening, Mane Casa Salon finally cut the ceremonial ribbon on
Aug. 17 at 16581 W. Bell Road, Suite 106. Co-owners Areli and Jake Hannah participated in the ribbon
cutting with Surprise Economic Development Director Jeanine Jerkovic. Surprise Economic Development
Project Manager of Spark Surprise Samuel Pena was also on hand. The salon is open from 9 a.m. to 6
p-m. Mondays through Saturdays and closed Sundays. Visit facebook.com/Manecasasalon. (Courtesy
city of Surprise/Kris Cassens)
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La Loma Village | Litchfield Park

The Colonnade | Surprise

Sun Health At Home | Your Home
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AFL schedule includes 15 games in Surprise

Saguaros start season Oct. 4 in Surprise
against Salt River

Major League Baseball announced its Arizona
Fall League schedule, bringing top baseball pros-
pects to Surprise Stadium this fall.

The Surprise Saguaros will start their season at
home on Sunday, Oct. 4, against the Salt River
Rafters, the first of 15 games in Surprise through
Tuesday, Nov. 10.

This year’s Saguaros will feature prospective
candidates from the Kansas City Royals, Texas
Rangers, Cleveland Guardians, New York Mets
and Philadelphia Phillies organizations.

The Saguaros are one of six teams competing in
the AFL, along with the Glendale Desert Dogs,
Mesa Solar Sox, Peoria Javelinas, Salt River Raft-
ers and Scottsdale Scorpions. Each of the other
five teams will make three appearances in Surprise.

The city of Surprise has set the season’s promo-
tion schedule.

Friday games against Peoria (Oct. 9 and 30),
Mesa (Oct. 16) and Salt River (Nov. 6) are “Fri-
day Freebie” games.

Family Fun Day is set for Sunday, Oct. 11
against Glendale.

Fans can also secure autographs from their fa-
vorite prospects after Thursday games on Oct. 29
and Nov 5, both against Scottsdale.

The home season ends Nov. 10 against Scotts-
dale.

Game times are a mix of afternoon and evening

The Surprise Saguaros celebrate winning the 2025 Arizona Fall
League championship. (Courtesy AFL)

starts.

Tickets for single games are $14 for adults, and
$12 for seniors (60 and over) and children 11-17.

Kids 10 and under receive free admission and
must be accompanied by an adult.

Individual game tickets will be available for pur-
chase one hour prior to game time at the stadium

2026 SURPRISE SAGUAROS
HOME SCHEDULE

Sunday, Oct. 4 — Salt River Rafters (5 p.m.)

Monday, Oct. 5 — Glendale Desert Dogs (6:30 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 9 — Peoria Javelinas (1:30 p.m.)

Sunday, Oct. 11 — Glendale Desert Dogs (5 p.m.)
Monday, Oct. 12 — Peoria Javelinas (6:30 p.m.)
Tuesday, Oct. 13 — Mesa Solar Sox (6:30 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 16 — Mesa Solar Sox (1:30 p.m.)

Monday, Oct. 19 — Mesa Solar Sox (1:30 p.m.)
Tuesday, Oct. 20 — Glendale Desert Dogs (1:30 p.m.)
Thursday, Oct. 29 — Scottsdale Scorpions (6:30 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 30 — Peoria Javelinas (1:30 p.m.)

Saturday, Oct. 31 — Salt River Rafters (3:30 p.m.)
Thursday, Nov. 5 — Scottsdale Scorpions (6:30 p.m.)
Friday, Nov. 6 — Salt River Rafters (6:30 p.m.)

Tuesday, Nov. 10 — Scottsdale Scorpions (1:30 p.m.)

box office. Those transactions will be cashless. Ac-
cepted forms of payment include Visa and Mas-
tercard.

Fans interested in purchasing a season pass
can buy at surprisestadium.com/events/arizo-
na-fall-league.

Contact the Surprise Stadium Box Office at 623-
222-2222, or visit mlb.com/arizona-fall-league.

Join us for worship

Sun. 8am & 10am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

LCMS

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org » 623-584-0350

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm ¢ Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

Presbyterian
Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

Come & enjoy our worship
service with

Oxana Cochran, cellist
Rory Dowse, pianist
September 6, 2026

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611

Faith

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org



BRIEFS

City wanting groups for Fiesta
Grande celebration

The city of Surprise is seeking car
show entries, promotional business
vendors, nonprofit organizations and
outreach groups to participate in the
annual Surprise Fiesta Grande.

The free event will celebrate
the culture and traditions that have
shaped the city with an evening of
live music, food and entertainment
from 5-10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 10,
at Mark Coronado Park, 15960 N.
Bullard Ave.

About 8,000 to 10,000 people
are expected to attend to experience
authentic Mexican food, mariachi
music, folklérico dancing, a car show,
Lucha Libre wrestling, a petting zoo
and other attractions.

The event offers promotional
opportunities for interested busi-
nesses, organizations and nonprofits.

Uniforms
e From page 15

her research on the benefits of school
uniforms and the cost, which is “not
significant enough to play a factor.”
Although she suggested K-8 and high
school students wear uniforms or a
business casual attire, Densmore noted
that if a uniform policy is adopted by
the Board, she recommended a phase
in process that starts as early as kinder-

The promotional booth fee is $500
for business vendors and $150 for
nonprofits, which will need an EIN
number to register.

Each booth includes a 10-by-10
vendor tent, one eight-foot table and
two chairs.

This registration is intended for
business vendors focused on pro-
moting their business, not for selling
goods or services. Space is limited,
and the deadline to register is Oct. 5.

For $25, the city is also accepting
car show entries, which include a
T-shirt, dash plaque and goody bag.

To reserve a spot for a promotional
booth or the car show, go to surpri-
seaz.gov/SurpriseRec and create an
account.. Then click the “Special
Events” tab to register.

Contact 623-222-2287, or email
eddie.lovett@surpriseaz.gov.

Visit surpriseaz.gov/FiestaGrande
for full event schedule.

garten.

“If this board is to pursue some sort
of change toward a uniform or uni-
formity, I strongly feel that could be
implemented in kindergarten, the first
year...I don’t want to impact families
that have been with us for so long. I
don’t want to put an extra burden on
families,” Densmore said.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.org.
Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed

10 publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as

long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Thousands of Trusts Created « Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

= FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
" Establishing a New Trust
= Probate / Trust Administration

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378 » DanaWhitingLaw.com
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Ad Sponsored by:

Benefitness Adaptive Gym 5

GRAND eopening!

Ber.emv

Benefitness Adaptive Gym is bigger and
better than ever! We are proud to show the
community all the updated and upgraded
programs and services we offer!

PLEASE JOIN US to celebrate fitness, fun,
and community!

September 10th
9:00 - 11:00 AM

16752 N. Greasewood St.
Surprise, AZ 85378

+ Official ribbon cutting 9:45 a.m.

* Tours of the new boxing room and personal
training suite

« D-Backs mascot Baxter
the Bobcat

« Refreshments
* Raffle prizes
AND MORE!

Please
Register to
Attend
Bene

ADAPTIVE GYM

BenefitnessGym.org

A Bigger Space. A Greater Impact.

Financial Security Group : .

¢ Living Trusts & Wills

* Powers of Attorney
& Health Care Directives

* Deeds & Beneficiary Deeds
* Retirement Income Planning
¢ Insurance & Annuities
¢ Roth Conversions

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

No legal advice given — Not a law firm

Jared Gough

ovir 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

JoAnn Regan
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BURN, BABY, BURN

Following its June soft opening, AZ Turn & Burn RC got the official ceremonial opening treatment on
Aug. 5 with a city of Surprise ribbon cutting. AZ Turn & Burn RC celebrated the expansion of its business
into the adjacent suite at Crossroads Towne Center at 12851 W. Bell Road, Suite 114. The expansion
features a new indoor RC playground where customers can rent RC vehicles, purchase memberships
and enjoy an interactive remote-control racing experience. Tim Wikoff, of AZ Turn & Burn RC, partici-
pated in the ribbon cutting with Councilmember Johnny V. Melton. Visit azturnandburn.com. (Courtesy
city of Surprise/Kris Cassens)

Choose
Solstice

bl

See why 97% of
Limited time only, while supplies last. Naturally and artifically flavored. cu rrent residents

Glendale Goodyear r Buv 1 Dozen 1 would recommend

5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103 13824 W McDowell Rd, Ste 106 y . o I . f . d

Glendale 85308 Goodyear AZ 85395 Bundtinis, | Solstice to a friend.
(602) 938-9866 (623) 547-7415 Get 1 Dozen Half Off
. Disclaimers: Expires 08/31/26. Not valid online or
Peorla Buckeye on the Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit

one (1) offer per coupon per day. Decorations

24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101 ot included. Offer applies to cake products

Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383 Buckeye, AZ 85326 gﬂ‘ky. Va“? ;Jr!v fohr the Noth};ng Btindt foakes“ I Schedul t
akeries listed when you show this offer in
623-850-8884 623-335-9490 bakery at time of purc{vase. Not applicable on cheaule your our
. . ders. N h value. C d 1
Surprise Phoenix North fay not be, repfoduced, transferted or sold. today at : S OLSTICE
15332 W Bell Rd, Ste 121 c 4 500“/ Internet distribution strictly prohibited. Cannot I
. N o“""y be combined with any other offers or discounts. 18626 N Spanish Garden Drive, Sun City West, AZ 85375 SENIOR LIVING
Surprlse, AZ 85374 1710 W Happy Va||ey Rd Offer may not apply to premium priced items. SolsticeSeniorLivingSunCityWest.com AT SUN GITY WEST

(623) 200-5441 Phoenix, AZ 85085 LOther restrictions may apply.

SN/ 7 Y0R8/, 7, S/
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org | OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds |

EMAILS AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
azads@iniusa.org & MERCHANDISE RATES . $ 4 5 . $ 4 5
leaals@ini - Starting at Starting at

egals@iniusa.org $20 per market - 30 words ' teman by threc-inch adverti f tuma by three-inch advertisement
To pla(e your ad call us at Your ad appears in the newspaper or one (9 umn yt I'Eg-ll'l( a vertisement 0! one column Dy three-inch aavertisemen
of choice plus online $15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 15° per inch after (maximum size 8.5 inches)
888_665_3848 $500 for color and each additional photo Logo and photos included Logo and photos included
25¢ extra per additional word 4-weeks minimum No minimum commitment requirement
Announcement Employment Guns/Supplies Golf Cars Appliance Cleaning Clean Windows Concrete
NOTICE Help Wanted BUYING & $CASHS A';{PELJR;“:E Julie’s St Superior
EXP. House Cleaner SELLING GOLD, Senior Care & J Concrete Coatings
Independert GUNS, AMMO, & $CASHS WE'RE OPEN : i Up
Newspapers Immediate ’ ' : - Cleaning Services Your Day! Our Specialty:
. . RELOADING $$ C ASH $$ Ex-Sears Repairman R iy
will not knowingly Openin 26+Years’ Experience Low Rates Dgas?1?i abl% *Cool Deck
accept any . P g SUPPLIES. o Washers BRI Free Estimates e *Simulated Flag-Stone
advertisement that is Paid oo of Job Will buy one gun or For Your o [C)ry?rs i S Scrgclens %d Tratcls *Garage Flgor Epoxies
. g ° . leaned af
illegal or considered ; ' o RZ?rie resrators = onthly Specia *fixing Old Coatings
Great Opportunity l:"’hﬁ'seegoc"ieglﬂon Old Golf Cart ; Monthly Special g g
fraudulent. In all cases 41yr. Company Bes(t;eprices a?ofr:d Runmng : ééf\g;el;l%alffﬁfrowaves starting at P85 R;:eéeErEng_ ﬁ/lvzj_:_aéalse Serw;lg ,t'h; Vg:l:‘y Sipoe'1987
i : ; thNo nts!
of qulf StlonahIF value, Must Have Own Allen or Not o Disposals Same Day Cleaning FABOREO Se:lior Disﬁllmts
suc 353"“"'593 of Products, Vacuum Etc. 602-918-1999 ° re S Same Day Care WINDOW 602-486-9598
uaranteed income from ' i === i CLEANING = =
et programs.- BEZEHE:;TZT;EM 6238754565 | | 002-5/65937 | WPERTYXELE |623-523-2575| | (s02)252-6499 ROC# 3546 LfBond
e [
Pets/Supplies Excellent Buyit..
be true, chances are : Ryt v
iti Valle Window
that it is. . y . Meet Missy (right) and Sweetie (left), an adorable bonded pair of sisters looking for their forever home f Cleanlng el
If you have questions or Newspapers IS together! These 10-month-old girls were found as young strays and lovingly fostered by their finder until & Tt
doubts about any ad on = Sun Cities 4 Paws had space to bring them in. Since then, they've blossomed into sweet, affectionate young Smellit...
H | SUNSCREENS
these pages, we advise [ lrlﬂg-_ cats, each with her own special personality. Missy s the curious, adventurous sister who loves people. You'll 10% OFf Sun Screens! Eﬂii:?;im’
that before responding Fu||.-t|me delivery _ofiﬁn flnq 'i(]er pezcdi}ed by aS nm']dﬁw w_atcthmg thle :world g;)hby, and she ;bfoluteﬂl Ioves_blelln% Ee:ld Svl:eetle In‘;erior/gcteriops- Getitl..
. driver for busy is the quieter, cuddly one. She’s happiest snuggled up with someone she loves—especally if belly rubs are N lnssmmﬂ
or sending mOEeraheahd print shop involved! Both girls enjoy chasing wand toys, are healthy and happy, LOCaJS/tSS(IaIable ’g ghse ey "
of time, you check wit : and have no past or current medical concerns. Most importantly, -
the Better Business 26-f00t_b0X truck Missy and Sweetie share a very special bond, so they must be 623-341-8197 iniusa.org/classifieds
B 8712916222 with lift gate. adopted together. If you have room in your home and heart for two
ureau atoll-29koe Must have clean sweet, playful girls, come and see them at 10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria Computers
for previous complaints. | driving record and or call 623-773-2246. Additional cats available at PetSmart, 13764 )
pass physicaL W Bell Rd, Surprise.
Competitive wages
Estate Sales évith benefits Automobiles AC/Heating
ontact Mike ; ;
Estate Sale Jaoobsat | WANTED older cars BOYTRTIRTNOS
e L IR e o= ul |\ AR MATE M ESTARE{HERE!
Saturday Sunday ‘ Can tow non rﬁnnin car. WePick U SR
6:00am— 1:00pm P % - P Computer Problems?
Lots of Antigues ease Lall or lext me & PAY CASH! Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
q what you have Need a New System? : -
Furniture, Pictures ) JHe T Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, lic:
And Frames 4803758959 or email 'Vs'eo;t'g‘ltshg 3‘:] fﬁ’_;’ 623-377-3440
oldcar@usa.com | g
Much Much More! ON NEW INSTALLATION
13649 N 103rd Ave 2 Heating & Cooling AND FOR ALL VETS Your community directory
Sun City AZ In the Classifieds! E);O(%-le- ASR’;\FGLEJQELE'. Residental & Commercial LGZEIIIIS)?IS‘J,;‘%ZZG SENEE NG
= 5 : eve .com H T
CaSh Only gigiafrf/?/afig:jsg 8|§u§a_§r96/§a_s%§e4ds8 602‘348'8967 Il Licensed - Bondzg- Insured - ROC#328964 Iniusa.o rg/C I assl fl edS
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ESP Floor Covering LLC

* Tile

+ Hardwood

¢ Laminates

+LVT & LVP

+ Carpet

Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s

Serving ALL the

Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide

40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

FLOORS E MORE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES LLC

FLOORING
Installation and Repairs
4 Luxury Vinyl Plank
4 Laminate ¢ Carpet
4 Vinyl & Basehoards
b23;024:3472

John Brunetti
35 years’ experience

Insured ~ Bonded
ROC 313488

KEIGHER'S
FLOORING

Got Cracked,
Chipped,
or Lifted Tile?

Call Dan or Marsha
602-789-7770

Residential/Commercial
35+ Years’ Experience

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
PORA

Garage Door
Springs
Replaced
Licensed « Bonded « Insured
New Doors & Openers

* Service
o Installations e Repairs

(6238533311

ROC #336907

Get Results

Garage Doors & Openers
SALES - SERVICE « INSTALLATION
Family Owned & Operated

623-925-2424

Licensed = Bonded - Insured = License #300097
..

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980
FREE ESTIMATES &

Licensed, Insured, Accredited . V/SA

Aboul Our
Senlor & g

ary
Dlsconnts

S\\X? v Ask ABoyr

Yf Ty T”E MA Ny

0 SER VicEg

1‘1!3//‘ Wi OFFER/
The Premjer Handvm‘“"

480+442.2543

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

ongpRyem®

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels
* LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation
* Plumbing & Electrical
 Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards
« Entertainment/
Media Centers

Cell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

1623-466-3683)

ROC 221600 * Licensed/Bonded

Junk Removal

3R JUNK
REMOVAL

Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small
Schedule Us
Call
623.698.1438
Or Online
3RJUNK.COM
AZ's Premier

Junk Removal Co

To Advertise
CALL
888-665-3848

YOU
CAN'T
AFFORD

NOil}
TO

IRRIGATION &
LANDSCAPING
Pavers & Artificial
Turf Installation
Demo Driveways

* Repairs ¢ Leaks

» \alves ¢ Timers

FREE ESTIMATES
Cloan-Ups

623.261.1741

ROC #339066

WAYNE'S
LANDSCAPING

Complete Landscaping

Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service

Deep Root Fertilizing

i SUMMER |
i SPECIAL |
' 10% Discount
! With Ad 1

623-877-2902
ROC 153581
Licensed « Bonded « Insured

FIRSUT CPTION
LANDSGARE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623268726312

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION = REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets

* Faucets

* Water Heaters

* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

—/~— Licensed
1Y I Bonded

— Insured *BBB
;,ﬂ Roc# 272507

Moving/Hauling

SUN CITIES
FIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

2

(602)401-0886
v/ Operated by,
Local Firefighters

v Packing/Service
Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full'Service Moving

v Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

* Interior/Exterior

« Cabinet Repaints/
Stains

* Drywall Repairs

+ Cool Deck Repaints

* PORA Members

(623) 975-1871

daniel@dzpaint.com
www.dzpaint.com

Roc #240852

TREE SERVICE

Professional
Arborist Tree
Care

*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Plumbing

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

Pipe Leak Repair * Fixture Installs + Hydro
Jetting * Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections
Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 dicide
FREE ESTIMATES

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

537 DRAIN Unclog Special

Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED * ROC 353346

Remodeling




Remodeling

Want a
New

Job?

Just take a
look in our
classifieds.

| —
A\ 8\

Xv‘T
ADKEOROUSAAE | [NDEPENDENT
888-665-3848 at YourValleynet

iniusa.org/classifieds
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Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice:

Dr. Sanjay Bommanati is no longer with
CenterWell Surprise as of July 31, 2026.
Current patients  will automatically be
transferred to another provider at the center. If
you are a patient and you choose not to
continue care at CenterWell Surprise, you can

obtain your medical records by calling
623-428-8189.
Publish:  Surprise  Independent, August 26,

September 2, 9, 16, 2026/47410 1

Daily news
you know
you can
trust.

Damy

INDEPENDENT
at YourValleynet

A\

AN
IORITY

ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial
e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &

TPO Roofing

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Brandon Crawford with
Greenberg Farrow, will host a Neighborhood
Meeting to discuss the project referenced below.
Any member of the public may participate in
this conversation as it pertains to this project by
utilizing the access information provided under
Meeting Details below. According to Surprise
Municipal Code, the applicant is required to host
a Neighborhood Meeting to present their project to
the public while soliciting feedback and providing
answers to questions. Please note, the City of
Surprise is not the host of this meeting; however, the
assigned City Planner will be available to provide
information as needed in response to inquiries
received from residents.

Applicant: Brandon Crawford, 224-289-6621,
bcrawford@greenbergfarrow.com

City of Surprise: Alex Ferruccio, 623-222-3164,
alex.ferruccio@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE:Wednesday, September 23, 2026
TIME:6:00 PM
PHYSICAL LOCATION:
Sonoran Heights Middle School (Media Library)
11405 N Greer Ranch Pkwy.
Surprise, AZ 85379

MEETING LOCATION

PROJECT L OCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A Conditional Use Permit with Site Plan for the con-
struction of an approximate 3,447 square foot minor
automotive service facility on a vacant pad located
west of the southwest corner of Cactus Road and
Prasada Parkway. Surprise Planning Case FS26-0421.

Publish: Surprise Independent, September 2,
Phoenix Independent, September 4, 2026/48036_1

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Natalya Upshur with SimonCRE,
will host a Neighborhood Meeting to discuss the
project referenced below. Any member of the public
may participate in this conversation as it pertains
to this project by utilizing the access information
provided under Meeting Details below. According to
Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant is required
to host a Neighborhood Meeting to present their
project to the public while soliciting feedback and
providing answers to questions. Please note, the
City of Surprise is not the host of this meeting;
however, the assigned City Planner will be available
to provide information as needed in response to
inquiries received from residents.

Applicant: Natalya Upsher; (480) 566-8955;
natalya.upshure@simoncre.com

City of Surprise: Leslie Carnie; 623-222-3153;
leslie.carnie@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE:September 22, 2026
TIME:6:00 PM

PHYSICAL LOCATION:
Asante Library
16755 W. Vereda Solana Dr.
Surprise, AZ 85387

MEETING LOCATION

PROJECT L OCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A Conditional Use Permit for an Outdoor Accessory
Use to allow for the development of an EOS Fitness
with an Outdoor Gym, on a site generally located on
the southwest corner of Pat Tillman Blvd. and 163rd
Ave. Surprise Planning Case FS26-0366.

Publish: Surprise Independent, September 2,
Phoenix Independent, September 4, 2026/48038_1
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‘TOWN CRYERS’

www.TownCryers.com

Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568

Sandy & Lew Cryer
602-402-4568

Allison Cryer McFarlin
480-416-9474

Office: 623-977-1776
17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

Call the “Town Cryers”
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis
of your home’s value & the details on how your
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!
Call Today! ... 602-402-4568

14114 W Whitewood Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7068961
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-Echo Mesa, L-Whitewood Dr.

Expanded Montera model with panoramic views of SCW's Trail Ridge GC 3rd fainway/
green & lake with fountain. Approx. 3000 sg. f, 2 Bdrm suites, 3 baths plus a denloffice &
qolf cart garage. The large, covered pafo, dining/familyfiving Rm combination is designed
for formallcasual entertaining. Quick close of escrow is possible. Centrally located & in
SCW's lower tax area this home is one you'l want to see. Don' hesitate! Calltoday to view!

12759 W Ballad Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7064685
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Aurora, R-Ballad Dr.

Nicely maintained Gemini/Twin home just a half a block from SCW's
Stardust GC club house. 1419 Sq. Ft., 2 Bdrms, 2 baths plus a large,
screened patio. New HVAC 2023. Guest bath updated. Porcelain
plank tile flooring. HOA allows pets (max 2) & rentals. Quick close of
escrow possible. This one is one you'll want to see! Call today to view!

23100 N. Drifter Way, SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7062138

Dir: Bell Rd.RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., R-Dusty Trail Blvd., R-Drifter Way
Popular Rio Verde model (expended). This 1612sq. ft. home has

2 Bdrms (split), 2 baths plus an added denloffice/craft studio. Both

bathrooms updated including walk in/roll in showers (2023). Paid

off solar lease. Quick close of escrow is possible. No neighborhood

HOA fee. This one is one you'll want to see! Call today to view!

15192 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7059982
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st, L-Corral Dr., R-Acapulco. L-Las Brizas Ln.

Highly desired Prescott model is located on the 7th faiway of Desert Trails GC. This
1856 9. f. home has 2 Bdms (spit), 2 baths plus a den. New roof underlayment
2022, HVAC in 2020 & kitchen appliances 2019. Quick close of escrow is possible.

Home has been well maintained. This one is one you'l wantto see! Calltoday to view!

12635 W. Eveningside Dr , SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7040339
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.
Fabulous panoramic view of Stardust GC's 4th & 5th fair-
ways & greens. Home has 2599 sq. ft., 3 large bedrooms
(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-
ed 175 Sq. ft. art/crafts studio or office. This home is truly
special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!
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