
For Paradise Valley staff , it all 
starts at the table

By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

Every Tuesday at 10 a.m., Para-
dise Valley town staff  gather around 
a long conference table to go over the 
week ahead.

Employees from departments 
ranging from fi nance and pub-
lic works to the police department 
come together for the weekly meet-
ing, which Town Manager Andrew 
Ching said helps keep the small mu-
nicipality coordinated.

The meeting begins with an exer-
cise Ching calls “Did you know?”

The exercise gives staff  an op-
portunity to share something about 
their work or personal lives that their 
colleagues might not know, helping 
build relationships among the em-
ployees responsible for running the 
town.
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Two Paradise Valley Mayor’s Advisory Youth 
Council members are gearing up to perform an au-
dit of Town Hall’s sustainability this fall. 

Paradise Valley residents and Xavier College Prepa-
ratory students Claire Young and Allison Weddell said 
at the youth council’s Wednesday, Sept. 9, meeting, 
they will fi rst tour town hall to see what current sus-
tainability initiatives are in place. 

Then they will meet with department heads like the 
town manager, public works director and chief fi nan-
cial offi  cer to understand who makes decisions about 
water, waste disposal, electric use and landscaping and 
how they are budgeted. 

At one of the six town council meetings scheduled 
this fall the sustainability audit along with improve-
ment plans will be presented. 

Young said she is excited to get started because cre-
ating change within the government will encourage 
and show it is possible for residents. 

• See Youth Council on page 24

• See Town Staff  on page 12

Mia Steinmetz shares her thoughts during the Paradise Valley Mayor’s 
Advisory Youth Council’s meeting Wednesday, Sept. 9, meeting, in Para-
dise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 
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8487NCanta Bello
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$3,995,000

5858 ECaballo Dr
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$14,500,000

5534 EAlan Ln
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$2,675,000

6301 N 75 Stth

Scottsdale, AZ 85250

$5,950,000

THE KARAS GROUP
602.919.6511

THEKARASGROUP.COM

YOUR LUXURY REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

NewListings In Your Neighborhood

7170N 69 Plth

Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$7,250,000

6235 EMontecito Ave
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253

$7,500,000

YOUR LUXURY REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

THE KAKK RAS GROUP
602.919.6511

THEKAKK RASGROUP.COM
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By Jeff  Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved polling locations and 
emergency vote centers for 
the November general elec-
tion during its regular meeting 
Tuesday.

The resolution approved 
254 voting centers, 54 of 
which will be open on the 
Saturday prior to Election 
Day on Nov. 3, and another 
151  open the day prior to the 
election.

“The vote centers are 
aligned with the plan that was 

Maricopa County supervisors approve voting 
centers, emergency locations for election

Assistant Maricopa County Manager Zach Shira (left) and Maricopa County Director of Elections Scott Jarrett 
speak to members of the Board of Supervisors at its meeting On Sept. 2. (Screen capture from YouTube)

The Valley of the Sun J communi-
ty center, 12701 N. Scottsdale Road, 
Unit 201, will off er a two-day, Amer-
ican Red Cross Lifeguarding course 
Sept. 26-27 from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
This course is open to participants 
outside of Scottsdale, including those 
living in Paradise Valley.

This course equips participants 
with the skills and knowledge to 
prevent, recognize and respond to 
aquatic emergencies, as well as pro-
vide care until Emergency Medical 
Services arrive, according to a press 
release from the Valley of the Sun J.

Those who successfully complete 
the course will earn an American Red 
Cross certifi cate for Lifeguarding/
First Aid/CPR/AED, which is valid 
for two years.

Participants must pass swimming 

prerequisites. There is also an online 
component that must be completed 
before attending the in-person class. 
The online portion takes approxi-

mately six to eight hours. The mini-
mum age is 15.

To register or for more informa-
tion, visit valleyo hesunj.com.

Lifeguard Training off ered at Valley of the Sun J

Lifeguard training will be available the Valley of the Sun J Sept. 26-27. (Courtesy Valley of the Sun J)

• See Election on page 20

COMMUNITY

ON YOURVALLEY.NET
Youth survey shows 
declining substance use

Arizona youth are vaping and 
drinking less as well has having an 
increased awareness of fentanyl, 
according to a new annual report 
released by the Arizona Criminal 
Justice Commission.

The survey was taken by more 
than 41,000 students in eighth, 
10th and 12th grades across 264 
schools in all 15 Arizona counties.

Read online at YourValley.net

Audit shows Arizona 
Medical Board not timely in 
investigations

A new report says it’s taking too 
long for the state board responsible 
for regulating doctors to deal with 
complaints.

The report found the board was 
out of compliance with that 180-
day standard even in what it calls 
Priority 1 complaints. That includes 
sexual misconduct, a doctor’s drug 
or alcohol abuse, and what auditors 
consider a “severe quality of care 
violation, such as inappropriate pre-
scribing of medications resulting in 
death.”

Read online at YourValley.net

Top US doctors off er 
updated fl u and COVID 
vaccine recommendations

Leading U.S. medical groups 
are urging people to get updated 
fl u and COVID-19 vaccinations 
this fall, banding together in early 
September to issue shot guidelines 
— and highlight the science behind 
them — saying they hope to ease 
confusion caused by the Trump ad-
ministration’s changing advice.

Read online at YourValley.net
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This publication is off ered 
free of charge in an eff ort to 
keep our neighbors informed, 
as well as to support the local 
business owners who make 
up our community. Please 
support their business. Every 
eff ort is made to avoid errors, 
misspellings and omissions. 
If an error comes to your 
attention, please accept our 
sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper 
is recyclable, 
biodegradable and 

contains recycled materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this 
publication can be printed 
or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., 
USA, assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material.
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Scottsdale-based real estate brokerage 
and development fi rm Diversifi ed Part-
ners broke ground on the Lakefront at 
Scottsdale Sept. 24, at 7501 E. McCor-
mick Parkway.

An approximately 100,000-square-foot 

mixed-use redevelopment, the Lakefront 
is designed to transform a Scottsdale wa-
terfront property into a destination for 
dining, curated retail, offi  ce space and 
gathering areas, according to a press re-
lease.

With views of the lake and Camelback 
Mountain, the project is designed around
walkability, waterfront activation and an 
elevated visitor experience.

The site was originally developed in
1978.

Diversifi ed Partners break ground on the Lakefront 
The new Lakefront at Scottsdale mixed use development will feature La La Kind Cafe, V Modern Italian and SUSSHISAMBA as tenants. (Courtesy Diversifi ed Partners)

The Colorado-based sandwich 
shop chain the Smiling Moose 
Sandwich Grill has opened its fi rst 
Arizona location at the Scottsdale 
Crossing shopping center, 2865 N. 
Scottsdale Road.

Smiling Moose Sandwich Grill 
is known for its made-to-order 
sandwiches, wraps, soups, salads, 
burgers and freshly baked cookies, 
according to a press release.

Its signature sandwich, the 
Original Mo, features grilled meat, 
melted cheese, fresh vegetables 
and vinaigrette on a freshly baked 
baguette. The restaurant also off ers 
dine-in service, online ordering, 

delivery and catering.
Behind the Arizona expansion

is a local ownership group that in-
cludes former Arizona State Uni-
versity basketball star James Hard-
en, Troy Payne, Nico Fricchione,
Patrick Fricchione, Brian Padilla, 
Carlos Munoz, and George Gun-
drey.

LevRose Commercial Real Es-
tate represented both the landlord
and Smiling Moose Sandwich
Grill in creating the lease for the 
store.

For more information about 
Smiling Moose Sandwich Grill, 
call 602-844-9996.

Smiling Moose Sandwich Grill is known for its made-to-order sandwiches, 
wraps, soups, salads, burgers and freshly baked cookies. (Courtesy Lev-
Rose Commercial Real Estate)

Smiling Moose Sandwich Grill opens new location
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Electric leaf blowers are a 
huge improvement

The recent article on electric leaf 
blowers begins with the fact that 
gas-powered blowers have been a big 
quality of life question recently, and 
the next eight paragraphs, detail that 
person’s opinions; no “facts” were 
checked.

Most of the backpack gas and 
electric blowers vary less than 10% 
by weight, but the gas models (when 
full) are slightly heavier; all are 
around 19-23 lbs.

The batteries, that cost cents to re-
charge, last 1-2 hours, so two batter-
ies provide 2-4 hours of performance.

Changing a four-pound battery, in 
a mass produced, consumer device 
shouldn’t injure professional mainte-
nance personnel, and you can’t spill 
a battery.

The CFM ratings of all models are 
published by the manufacturers and 
are facts. The correct machine will 
clear the street quickly, and unlike 
gas machines, are solid state, so they 
won’t fl ood or stall and require almost 
no maintenance.

Backpack blowers, with several 
batteries and a charger, start around 
$1,250 and the best Stihl models 
(made in Virginia, USA) are about 
$2,300 (to any consumer). So, four 
machines would in fact cost $5-9,000.

The diff erence in decibels, care-
fully tested in the factory, is 20-30% 
lower for electric, by all manufactur-
ers. This isn’t all the noise, but it’s 
signifi cant; think of a 25% improve-
ment in anything.

What was strikingly missing in the 
article is that the gas machines will 
burn about 150 gallons of gas, mixed 
with 2-stroke oil (that blue smoke), 
every year. This will be over $1,300 
in annual operating costs, versus the 
electricity of around $110.

On any given day in Paradise Val-
ley, around 800 houses will be “main-

tained” by several hundred workers, 
using these machines, putting them-
selves, and everyone around them, at 
risk. Until 25 years ago, brooms and 
rakes suffi  ced, but if we want blow-
ers, the electric versions are a huge 
improvement.

Melodi Lamé
PARADISE VALLEY

Vote yes on Scottsdale 
Unifi ed bond

As the mother and grandmother of 
twin boys who have attended Scott-
sdale Unifi ed School District schools 
since fi rst grade, we have seen the 
diff erence an SUSD education can 
make, and we encourage a “yes” vote 
on the SUSD bond.

Our boys excel in academics and 
sports thanks to dedicated teachers 
and strong leadership. Just as impor-
tantly, SUSD has created a close-
knit support circle that helps them 
– and us – feel connected and ready 
to succeed.

Now it’s time to invest in those 
who follow. This bond builds more 
than buildings; it builds an extended 
family for all those who walk their 
halls.

A yes vote helps keep schools safe, 
modernize classrooms and address 
aging facilities before small problems 
become costly emergencies. These 
are essential, not extravagant, proj-
ects. Many buildings and systems are 
decades old, including Saguaro High 
School, where the boys are freshmen. 
Go Sabercats! 

This investment benefi ts every 
Scottsdale resident. Strong neighbor-

hood schools help protect property
values and keep Scottsdale an attrac-
tive place to live — all for about $3 
per week for the average homeown-
er. We know what Scottsdale schools 
can accomplish when students have 
the resources they deserve. Join us in
voting yes on the SUSD bond.

Sam and Katie Campana
SCOTTSDALE

Supporting Dr. Jennifer 
Johnson for Scottsdale 
Unifi ed board

I’d like to encourage you to sup-
port and vote for Dr. Jennifer John-
son for the Scottsdale Unifi ed School 
District Governing Board.

My support and advocacy for our 
public schools have been a high pri-
ority in my life. It’s critical to have 
dynamic leadership at the board level
to accomplish our community’s goals 
and aspirations. That’s why I’ve met
with Dr. Johnson on multiple occa-
sions to determine her level of ex-
pertise and her dedication to public
schools.

I’m happy to report she passes my 
tests with fl ying colors.

First, she is a former superinten-
dent. She understands education as a 
Ph.D. and as a seasoned practitioner.

Second, she’s genuine and cares 
for students. She could easily rest on 
her laurels and not seek public offi  ce.
That’s not in her DNA. She contin-
ues to want to make a diff erence in 
the lives of students.

Third, she understands the role of
the board. She’s not a micromanager.
She doesn’t have a hidden agenda. 
She believes in public schools. When 
she’s elected, she’ll tackle the job de-
scription with the same energy that 
has defi ned her professionally for a 
lifetime.

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter. • See Opinion on page 22

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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#1 IN PARADISE VALLEY

4 8 0 . 7 8 8 . 7 5 5 6 4 8 0 . 7 8 8 . 7 5 5 6I N S TA G R A M  @ J O S H S T AT E L Y
J O S H @ S T AT E L Y L I V I N G . C O M

I N S TA G R A M @ J O S H S TAT E L Y
J O S H @ S TAT E L Y L I V I N G . C O M

SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $12,000,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE

REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $18,750,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $9,100,000
4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD | PARADISE VALLEY, 85253

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

  REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $14,275,000
6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 

REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-

RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

 REPRESENTED BUYER

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

SOLD: $16,250,000
5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ

REPRESENTED SELLER

6840 E HORSESHOE RD
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  85253  |  $5 ,999 ,999

4 BEDS | 5 BATHS | 5,568 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  85253  |  $5 ,999 ,999
5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SQ FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE

7150 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PA R A DISE  VALLEY,  85253  |  $30 ,000 ,000

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 12,440 SQ FT ON 2.8 ACRES

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  85253  |  $9 ,288 ,888

5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SQ FT ON 1 ACRE

4715 N LAUNFAL AVE
PHOENIX ,  85 018  |  $8 ,495 ,000

6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,332 SQ FT ON 1.07 ACRES

8020 N 64TH PLACE
PAR ADISE  VALLEY,  85253  |  $ 11 , 500 ,000

6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 7,169 SQ FT ON 1.04 ACRES
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“We go around the table and peo-
ple share a little something, a nugget 
of information, if you will, that we 
might not otherwise know,” Ching 
said.

Running a town with a small-
town, rural feel in the middle of the 
Valley requires coordination among a 
relatively small staff , Ching wrote in 
an email. Ching said in the 2027 fi s-
cal year, the town has the manpower 
equivalent of roughly 115 full time 
employees.

“Unless a resident is seeking a 
building permit or some other type of 
permission to do something on their 
property, they probably don’t think 
much about other town functions 
and services, such as street sweeping, 
street repairs and managing a full mu-
nicipal court docket,” Ching wrote. 
“We are fortunate to have skilled, 
professional staff  in each of our de-
partments who work together to set 
priorities.”

Chief Financial Offi  cer Leslie 
DeReche wrote in an email eff ective 
communication between depart-
ments is key to keeping the town op-
erating smoothly.

“Strong communication and close 
working relationships between de-
partments help ensure everyone stays 
informed, coordinates eff ectively and 
works together to keep the town run-
ning smoothly day to day,” she wrote.

DeReche has worked for Paradise 
Valley for two and a half years and 
has found working for a small munic-
ipality has given her a stronger con-
nection to her colleagues and a sense 
of pride in her work, she wrote.

“One of the things I value most 
about working for a smaller munic-
ipality is the opportunity to know 
the people I work with and to feel 
a strong sense of community,” she 

wrote. “That personal connection is 
one of the things that makes the work 
especially rewarding and keeps me 
here.”

Erin Sweeney, a part-time Town 
Hall staff  member, was initially intro-
duced to the town through the Arizo-
na State University Marvin Andrews 
and Jane Morris Local Government 
Fellowship. The program places 
graduate students pursuing public ad-
ministration or public policy degrees 
with local governments for hands-on 
experience.

Sweeney said the collaboration 
between departments has allowed 
her to gain experience across several 
areas of local government.

“I really got to kind of wade into a 
bunch of diff erent areas of local gov-
ernment,” she said. “I have budget 
experience now, I have grant writing 
experience, I worked with HR and 
with the police department and with 
legal. I feel very much like I devel-
oped a really wide skill set rather than 

specializing in one area.”
Ching, who has been with the town 

for three years, said he has found sup-
port from town staff , the Town Coun-
cil and residents throughout his time 
in Paradise Valley.

“The organization is small in num-
bers but talented and does great work 
every day, and the community cares 
deeply about the town, and has been 
incredibly kind and welcoming from 
my fi rst day to today,” he wrote. “I 
feel very fortunate to be a part of the 
town.”

Examples of the coordination that 
can happen behind the scenes include 
the drainage and streetscape project 
along Mockingbird Lane and Inver-
gordon Road, the town’s response to 
residents’ concerns about speeding in 
their neighborhoods, and the fi nance 
team’s work to ensure newly intro-
duced projects are fi nancially feasi-
ble.

The Mockingbird Lane project 
has required extensive coordination 

with surrounding neighborhoods,
utility providers and the Maricopa 
County Flood Control District to
improve drainage while making the
streets safer and more visually appeal-
ing, Ching wrote.

If a resident raises a concern about
speeding, the Police Department 
will take an active role in respond-
ing, which is what residents might 
expect. But addressing the issue may 
also require coordination with other
departments. The Engineering Di-
vision of the Community Develop-
ment Department may get involved 
by analyzing data from speed studies, 
reviewing the posted speed limit and 
signage in the area and evaluating the
roadway design, Ching wrote.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility

Guidelines

Town Staff 
• From page 1

Paradise Valley town staff  members gather for their weekly meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 25, at Town Hall in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison 
Kotzbauer) 

FROM THE COVER
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If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation.  Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.

azarchitecture.com

#1 Real Estate Agent  
Ranking Arizona 2026

REAL ESTATE

Knowledge Experience Marketing Service

Jarson & Jarson Real Estate
We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.
Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley • 1961–2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing 
distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach. 
For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of 
our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this 
inspirational artistic beacon.
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Arizona Boardwalk has marked its 
10th anniversary with the opening of 
the The Boardwalk Big Wheel. 

Standing 80-feet-tall, this cli-
mate-controlled, giant Ferris wheel 
will off er 360-degree views of the 
Valley and beyond, combining cool 
comfort with elevated moments at 
every turn, according to a press re-
lease.

Boardwalk Big Wheel is the fi rst 
permanently fi xed outdoor Ferris 
wheel in metro Phoenix and the new-
est signature attraction at Arizona 
Boardwalk. 

Featuring 18 fully-enclosed, cli-
mate-controlled gondolas that com-
fortably seat up to six guests each, 
the ride off ers 360-degree views of 
the McDowell, Black, Mummy, Four 
Peaks and Camelback mountains — 
providing a perspective of the Val-
ley unlike any other. Onboard music 
and dazzling LED lighting complete 
the experience, transforming the Big 
Wheel into a glowing landmark a er 
sunset.

 “The Boardwalk Big Wheel was 
designed to bring families and friends 
together, creating unforgettable mo-
ments while adding an exciting new 
element to every Arizona Boardwalk 
visit,” Arizona Boardwalk managing 
partner Ran Knishinsky said in the 
release. “Whether you’re celebrating 
a special occasion, enjoying a family 
outing or simply taking in the incred-
ible Arizona scenery, this attraction 
off ers a one-of-a-kind experience un-
like anything else in the Valley.”

Visible from Loop 101, the Board-
walk Big Wheel is the 10th attraction 
at the Arizona Boardwalk. Rising 
above the Behind Butterfl y Won-
derland’s glass conservatory, it joins 
attractions like OdySea Aquarium, 
Butterfl y Wonderland, Museum of 
Illusions, Cluville, Pangaea: Land of 
the Dinosaurs, Cyber Quest Fam-
ily Arcade, UFO Experience, La-
ser+Mirror Maze and the Boardwalk 
Carousel — making it easy for fami-
lies to spend an entire day exploring 
and playing.

Boardwalk Big Wheel now spinning at Arizona Boardwalk

Featuring 18 fully enclosed, climate-controlled gondolas that comfortably seat up to six guests each, 
the 80-foot Boardwalk Big Wheel at Arizona Boardwalk off ers views of the Valley. (Courtesy Arizona 
Boardwalk) 

With a new album due out in Sep-
tember, Emma Ruth Rundle will 
bring her fall tour to downtown Phoe-
nix.

The multi-instrumentalist, song-
writer, poet and multi-disciplinary 
artist in July released her new single, 
“Enough,” from her forthcoming stu-
dio album “These Killing Times,” 
which is due out Sept. 18. She and 
her full band will perform Nov. 29 at 
Crescent Ballroom. Cinder Well will 

be the opening act.
“These Killing Times” returns to a

full-band set up for a fuller sound, and
features drummer Jess Gowrie (Chel-
sea Wolfe, Mrs. Piss), longtime friend
and collaborator Troy Zeigler, Patrick
Shiroishi, Nick Reinhart (Tera Me-
los), Gina Gleason (Baroness), Ma-
rissa Nadler, Lukas Frank (Storefront
Church) and Amelia Baker (Cinder
Well).

Emma Ruth Rundle 
planning Valley tour stop 

at Crescent Ballroom

Emma Ruth heads to 
Phoenix in November. 
(Photo By Mason Rose, 
provided by Another Side) • See Rundle on page 20
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 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Scottsdale Unifi ed School 
District School Governing Board got 
its fi rst offi  cial look at what the dis-
trict’s next round of school closures 
might look like during its Sept. 8 
meeting.

Dstrict staff  presented the board 
with three options for what Phase II 
of the district’s school closure pro-
gram could look like.

Phase II includes the closure of 
two or possibly three schools from a 
list of Copper Ridge, Cheyenne Tra-
ditional, Laguna Prep, Redfi eld Ele-
mentary School, Desert Canyon El-
ementary schools and Desert Canyon 
Middle School.

The three options presented to the 
board were created by two commit-
tees made up of parents, district staff  
and community partners that worked 
from March through August. The 
plan is to put one the options in place 
for the 2027-28 school year.

The choices are:
• Option A — Move Cheyenne 

Traditional K–8 to Copper Ridge; 
move Laguna Prep and Redfi eld to 
Cheyenne campus and a potential 
Desert Canyon K–8 merger. This 
option would impact between 2,126 
and 2,232 students but would save 
the district around $2.59 million an-

nually.
• Option B — Merge Desert Can-

yon schools into K–8 at Copper 
Ridge; close Laguna Prep and repur-
pose Desert Canyon campuses and
Laguna. This option would impact 
between 2,132 and 2,153 students
but would save about $2.68 million
annually.

• Option C — Close Copper Ridge 
K–8 and Laguna Prep; redistribute 
boundaries and possible and a poten-
tial Desert Canyon K–8 merger. This 
option would impact between 773 
and 872 students but would save the
district $2.72 million.

The idea is to impact the fewest
number of students while maximiz-
ing savings and ensuring as many
students as possible will still have ac-
cess to the same programs they had at
their previous schools.

The district already closed Pima
Elementary and Echo Canyon K-8
schools this year as Phase I of the pro-
gram.

Phase III of the plan does not in-
clude closing any more schools. In-
stead, it’s about developing a plan to 
grow attendance in each of the dis-
trict learning communities.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

SUSD Governing Board gets look at 
next round of school closures options

The Scottsdale Unifi ed School District staff  presented three options for more possible school closures 
for next year during the governing board’s Sept. 8 meeting. (J. Graber/Independent Newsmedia)
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In the 1800’s, Max Aue developed the small 
community of Leon Springs, in the Texas Hill 
Country outside of San Antonio. In 1929, 
Max’s son, Rudolph, opened a gas station, ga-
rage and grocery store. In 1989, Bar-B-Q was 
added to the Country Store and Rudy’s “Coun-
try Store” and Bar-B-Q, was founded. Today, 
Rudy’s “Country Store” and Bar-B-Q, has ex-
panded throughout the southwest with the 
same original recipes that made Rudy’s home-
town of Leon Springs famous. 

Rudy’s brought their Real Texas Bar-B-Q 
to Arizona in 2012, with its first location in 
Chandler. They have since added locations 
in Goodyear and, most recently Gilbert and 
Scottsdale. Rudy’s features a broad menu full 
of Bar-B-Q favorites such as brisket, turkey, 
ribs and a whole lot more! Their meat is 100% 
wood fired with oak, a slower burning wood as 
opposed to mesquite. 

Rudy’s “Country Store” and Bar-
B-Q serves Real Texas Bar-B-Q sev-
en days a week. They offer breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and group meals.

Rudy’s opens every day at 7am and serves 
their famous made-to-order and grab-and-go 
breakfast tacos. The Rudy’s model is very simi-

lar to a meat market, so you can order as much 
or as little as you want, satisfying the individu-
al or even the largest group. They have Family 
or Group Meals available, making it perfect for 
a small family dinner, an office lunch or even 
a game day party. Catering is also offered for 
groups of 100 or more.

“We have really enjoyed sharing our southern 
hospitality and oak smoked Bar-B-Q to the 
folks of Arizona”, said Area Director, Andy 
Jenne, “And we hope to keep expanding into 
other areas over the next few years.”

The friendly atmosphere and delicious food 
make Rudy’s the best Bar-B-Q in Arizona! So 
come see what everyone is talking about, and 
don’t forget to pick up some of Rudy’s signa-
ture “Sause” and Rub from the “Country Store” 
before you head out. Your back yard BBQs will 
be legendary!

Southern Hospitality, 
Delicious Food and a Fun 

Atmosphere 

Gilbert
1733 N Higley Rd,
Gilbert, AZ 85234

Chandler
7300 W Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, AZ 85226

For more information visit Rudys.com or just 
stop in and see for yourself!

 Tucson
2130 E Ajo Way,

Tucson, AZ 85713

Scottsdale
15257 N Northsight Blvd,

Scottsdale, AZ 85260

Goodyear
845 N Litchfield Rd,
Goodyear, AZ 85338

Taste of Paradise Valley
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BUILD SOMETHING
EXTRAORDINARY
From custom homes to commercial developments, 
First International Bank & Trust understands what 

it takes to build and to finance.

FIBT.com Member FDIC

7595 E. McDonald Dr. Scottsdale, 85250 
480-948-0777  By Appointment  

BetteridgeJewelers.com

Royal Blue Sapphire
14.16 cts  with 2.52 cts of FVVS diamonds set in 18k white gold

$98,850

approved in April prior to the prima-
ry election,” Scott Jarrett, Maricopa 
County Director of Elections, told 
the board.

“We tried to use voting locations 
that have been used in the past,” Jar-
rett added. “The highest response 
is going to previous locations where 
they voted.”

New locations  in Tolleson, Avon-
dale, Goodyear, Mesa, the Peoria/
Sun City border and south Phoenix 
were needed due to growth in those 
areas since the 2024 presidential 
election.

“We try to identify the gaps by us-
ing heat maps where voters live and 
where they tend to go to vote, and 
then we looked at the last three elec-
tions, and where new voters live,” 
Jarrett said.

Jarrett did say this year’s gener-

al election ballot will be a one-page 
front-and-back ballot, which should 
cut down on the time it takes to 
count ballots.

Supervisor Mark Stewart asked 
Jarrett if there were any concerns 
about long lines during this election, 
and Jarrett tried to calm Stewart of 
those concerns.

“There are always going to be 
lines,” Jarrett said, “our goal is to 
keep them under 30 minutes.

“In 2024, the average wait time 
was just a few minutes, so we are 
confi dent with the turnout models, 
that our lines will be under 30 min-
utes,” Jarrett added.

Jarrett also said they will be proac-
tive on social media to get the word 
out about alternative locations near 
polling sites that have long lines, 
pushing voters to go to a location that 
may only be a mile or two away from 
their current location.

“I didn’t realize how complex 
elections were until I got this job,” 

said Vice Chair Debbie Lesko. “And 
I didn’t know how complex it was to 
get voting centers. You have to work 
months in advance to sign contracts 
with these places.

“It used to be that schools were 
voting centers, now, they don’t,” Le-
sko said. “I don’t know why, maybe 
it’s because of controversy. It used to 
be more churches did it. Now they 
don’t. These places don’t want to 
do it anymore, so to get more voting 
centers than we did in 2024 is a great 
accomplishment.”

What wasn’t announced was  drop 
box locations, how many drop box-
es will be available and early voting 
sites that the county Recorder’s Of-
fi ce is responsible for. Those loca-
tions should be announced by Sept. 
18, Jarrett said.

All those locations will be pub-
lished online at locations.maricopa.
vote.

Election
• From page 4

“I wanted to feel fortifi ed by 
friendships and to be in communi-
ty with other musicians — to make 
something that pushed back against 
the isolation,” Rundle shared in a 
press release.

The album was recorded by 
Sonny Diperri (My Bloody Val-
entine, Trent Reznor, These New 
Puritans), who she has worked 
with on multiple releases over the 
last decade.

In 2025 her fi rst book of poetry, 
“The Bella Vista,” was released via 
Unnamed Press.

The new tour kicks off  in No-
vember, following her solo support 
tour with All Them Witches in Oc-
tober.

For tickets, visit https://tinyurl.
com/4kvakejk.

Rundle
• From page 16
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Paradise Valley’s

Premier Luxury Assisted Living Experience

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

Concierge-Style Living
and

Coordinated Care •  Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners
•  Mobile Dental Services
•  Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
•  Home Health Services

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.

Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Personalized Care  •  Concierge Services  •  Luxury Living  •  Peace of Mind  •  Discover the Difference 

Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact, 
coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure 
seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services 
directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:

•  Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement
•  Hospice Services
•  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
•  Salon Services

Check the websites for 
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com
LincolnRAL.com

CamelbackRAL.com

Exclusive Offers!

Schedule a private tour today! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson
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Over 20+ years’ experience

Free Estimate | Save on energy costs

BUY LOCAL AND SAVE
New Construction or Replacement Doors

Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM-1PM

4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018

602.508.0800 
 liwindow.com | ROC# 179513

Fourth, our Scottsdale public 
school system is the envy of commu-
nities across America. It’s not broken. 
It doesn’t need fi xing. It needs nur-
turing and support from competent 
leaders. Jennifer knows that celebrat-
ing our wins and sharing the positives 
about our district — of which there 
are many — is essential to keeping it 
healthy and growing. Think about 
how much more we can accomplish 
together when we stay focused on 
that.

Thank you for considering Dr. 
Jennifer Johnson. I hope you’ll join 
me in supporting her campaign and 
voting for her.

Gary Shapiro
SCOTTSDALE

Arizona should learn from 
Vegas on water planning

Arizona offi  cials love reminding us 
we prepared for the Colorado River 
crisis — banking water underground, 
building conservation programs, ne-
gotiating shortage agreements. Every 
round of cuts brings the same reassur-
ance: Arizona planned for this.

Then look at Las Vegas.
Southern Nevada spent nearly $2 

billion building an intake and pump-
ing system that can pull water from 
Lake Mead even below the elevation 
where Hoover Dam can no longer 
release it downstream — dead pool. 
Offi  cials didn’t dismiss that scenario 
as too frightening to plan for. They 
built for it.

The bigger story might be con-
sumption. Las Vegas paid residents to 
rip out grass, is eliminating decorative 
lawns and imposed real limits: land-
scaping rules for new developments, 

golf course caps, restricted outdoor 
watering, pool size limits, bans on 
wasteful water features. The logic is 
simple: indoor water can be treated 
and returned to Lake Mead; water 
sprayed on decorative grass is lost for-
ever. So, Las Vegas targeted the wa-
ter actually disappearing.

The results are striking. Between 
2002 and 2025, Southern Nevada 
added nearly 900,000 residents while 
cutting Colorado River consumption 
by roughly 40 percent — proof that 
growth doesn’t have to mean rising 
water use.

Las Vegas treated scarcity as a 
physical limit, not a PR problem. Ar-
izona keeps celebrating conservation 
while approving massive new devel-
opments, locking in demand for gen-
erations even as the river shrinks.

If Southern Nevada can add 
900,000 people while cutting riv-
er use 40 percent, why does Arizo-

na keep approving growth that adds 
long-term demand in the middle of a 
shrinking-river emergency?

Arizona should borrow Las Vegas’ 
mindset — stop prioritizing deco-
rative grass, force developments to 
live within tightening water budgets, 
mandate reuse and outdoor conserva-
tion and stop assuming new demand 
can be sorted out later.

Las Vegas prepared for dead pool. 
Arizona is still preparing for more 
growth.

Rusty Childress
RIO VERDE

OPINION

Opinion
• From page 8

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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®

If  you’re  even  thinking  you  will  need  a washer and  dryer  in 
the  next  six  months  this  is  the  time!  No  one  gives  you  a  better the  next  six  months  this  is  the  time!  No  one  gives  you  a  better 

combination  of  price,  selection  and  service!combination  of  price,  selection  and  service!

NATIONAL
LAUNDRY MONTH

®

You can buy a washer
and dryer at a lot of places, 

but you can only get the 
LOWER PRICE,

BETTER SERVICE,
and NEXT DAY DELIVERY

at Spencers.$329

$999

$799 449

$329

999

$799 449

$329

$999

$799 449

$
329

999

$
799449
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11-month or 
18-month CD

4.00%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 7/13/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit required 
to open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. Member FDIC.

6929 E Shea Blvd • Scottsdale
480-596-0883

WESTERNBANKS.COM

“For now, we were thinking town 
hall, because it (sustainability) starts 
with the government,” she said

 Weddell agreed with Young that 
fi guring out which ideas are feasible 
for town hall fi rst will help them un-
derstand where to go next. 

“Just starting off  small, and then 
maybe if we get more brain fl ow, 
brainstorming ideas, we can bring 
that in through the community,” she 
said. 

The two youth council members 
said once they understand what it 
costs to make sustainable changes at 
a large scale and what that will cost, 
they would like to present ideas to the 
golf courses in town, neighborhoods 
and resorts. 

Finding and implementing more 
ways to be sustainable are important 
to the youth council because Paradise 
Valley is their home and they want it 
to be a safe, clean place to live for as 
long as possible, Weddell said. 

“We live in Paradise Valley, so I 
think it’s very important, as we’re liv-
ing here. We also have a clean space 
for everybody to thrive in,” she said. 
“Making it more widespread would 
help the town as a whole.” 

The youth council members are 
hopeful that creating sustainable ini-
tiatives that work for their small com-

munity will show the path for other 
municipalities to become more sus-
tainable as well, Weddell said. 

“If we focus on the small commu-
nity, maybe we can branch it out to 
other communities as well, not just 
Paradise Valley, but other places,” 
she said. 

Young said she sees accessibility 
and expense as two of their biggest 
challenges when examining what can 
be done to become more sustainable 
as a town. 

“The hardest part about it is the 
accessibility and the expenses of it 
because a lot of times it’s more ex-
pensive to try and be more sustain-
able,” she said. 

So far, the town staff  and town 
council have been receptive to their 
eff orts to be involved in the town’s 
sustainability audit, Young said. As 
young residents of the town, deci-
sions made now will impact their fu-
tures most, Young said. 

“We do have to have more input 
on what we do here, because we’re 
the ones aff ected by it in the future,” 
Young said. “Our town manager (and 
staff ) are very supportive.” 

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide 

variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines

Youth Council
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

The Paradise Valley Mayor’s Advisory Youth Council and their advisors Vice Mayor Christine Labelle and
Mayor Mark Stanton at the youth council’s Wednesday, Sept. 9 meeting, in Paradise Valley. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 

Paradise Valley Mayor’s Advisory Youth Council member Umeed Singh speaks during the council’s
Wednesday, Sept. 9, meeting, in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer) 
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 9/30/26.
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IRA CHARITABLE GIVING

Leave a
Legacy of Hope

Your IRA can help Arizona foster youth 
build brighter futures.

THIS WEEK: REQUEST YOUR FREE GUIDE

Request yours today at azhope.com/ira

“Hope & A Future has transformed 
the lives of Arizona foster youth for 
more than 20 years.”

Your gift today helps Arizona foster youth 

create a brighter future.

Governor Jan Brewer
Arizona’s 22nd Governor
Board Member, Hope & A Future

Request your
FREE IRA

Giving Guide!
Scan the QR code or visit

azhope.com/ira

Questions? We're here to help.

Serving Arizona foster youth since 2004 
909 W. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007 · EIN 42-1651764

Ad sponsored by Independent Newsmedia

Steve Rajakovich

602-258-5860

By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Phoenix’s Pierce Park premiered 
some new sports courts in late Au-
gust, and they’re just a short drive 
away for Town of Paradise Valley 
residents looking to get out and get 
active.

The city held a ribbon-cutting 
event for the six new pickleball courts 
and two new tennis courts, along with 
LED lighting, Aug. 22 at Pierce Park 
at the southwest corner of 46th and 
Oak streets.

“Across the country, there’s a real 
debate, but we are investing in both 
pickleball and tennis here because we 
just want people outside,” Phoenix 
Mayor Kate Gallego said at the event.

The new sport courts came along 
with other improvements to the park, 
including resurfaced basketball and 
volleyball courts, new drinking foun-
tains, new benches and picnic tables, 

new sidewalks connecting to the new 
sport courts and a repaved parking 
lot.

Parks and Recreation Deputy Di-
rector Danielle Poveromo said the 
parking lot was a big priority they 
heard from the community.

“The big ruts are gone,” Poveromo 

said.
“The refreshed amenities you 

will see today build on the legacy of 
this park as a welcoming destination 
where families can relax, connect and 
enjoy time,” Whitfi eld said.

Gallego noted that Phoenix has 
one of the biggest parks systems in 

the country, and “one of the most 
successful.”

“I’ve o en said that parks are one
of the clearest refl ections of a city’s
values. When we invest in parks, we 
invest in people. And we in the city of 
Phoenix have made parks a priority,” 
Gallego said.

New pickleball and tennis courts debut at Phoenix’s Pierce Park

Residents play tennis on the new courts at Phoenix’s Pierce Park. (Courtesy city of Phoenix)
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Announcement Employment

Remodeling

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Cleaning

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City • September 23, 2026 • Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SELL IT NOW
To place your ad call

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

  
Post your Items for Sale                        at YourValley.net

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Classified doesn’ t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call the Independent at

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

888-665-3848   iniusa.org/classifieds
Independent Newsmedia
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