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Town council
backs removal
of temporary
use permits

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley town council
members advised town staff to
stop issuing temporary use permits
at their Sept. 10 Town Council
study session.

George Burton, senior planner
with the Community Develop-
ment Department and Planning
and Zoning Division, and Chad
Weaver, Community Develop-
ment director, presented the histo-
ry and use of the permits.

According to Burton, more than
one-third of TUPs have been for
resort and private development,
while about two-thirds have sup-
ported utility and capital improve-
ment projects.

TUPs allow temporary con-
struction facilities, such as offices,
storage and employee parking, as
well as temporary sales offices for
new projects.

The permit is then valid for two

® See Permits on page 26

SELL YOUR HOME ONCE,

GET PAID TWICE.

New artist in residence finds
inspiration in a lifetime of travel

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
n a winding Paradise Valley neigh-
Iborhood, a Spanish-style house
sits among greenery and desert fo-
liage. Beyond its circular drive, follow
the stone-paved path to a casita with
large wooden windows letting the

sun streak through, vines climbing its
walls and views of the golden Arizo-
na mountains.

It’s here that Paradise Valley’s
newest artist in residence, Martin
Galbut, has made his studio for de-
cades.

Galbut attended Northwestern

University and became a lawyer after
growing up in Florida, where he had
always been creative. Then in 1971,
early in his career, Galbut was decid-
ing between moving to San Francis-
co or Phoenix. When he stepped off
the plane in Phoenix into 70-degree

® See New Artist on page 22

Martin Galbut stands by an easel holding his latest landscape picturing the Japanese Friendship Garden of Phoenix at his home studio on Wednesday,
Sept. 16, in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)
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THE CHOICE IS OBVIOUS

Our Knowledge is Unparalleled, Our Connections are Limitless and Our Marketing Works

NEW
LISTING
NEW SALE
LISTING PENDING

SALE
PENDING

$3,840,000 4642 North Alta Hacienda

1.09 acres Phoenician Golf Course View Lot, ‘
$1,000,000 under appraisal! Altahaciendalots.com

THE

JOFFE GROUP

Jonah Joffe Adam Joffe Andrew Mehlman Z. Jawanmardi  Dan Lombard C @ M PA S S
robertdofte  ©02.989.8300 | robert@thejoffegroup.com | TheJoffeGroup.com aji
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SO YOUWANT TO

BE AN AUTHOR?

I'm about 50,000 words into a
book about the real estate industry.
That's all I'll say about it for now.
But since I published my last
book, How Fathers Change Lives,

I've learned more about the book
business than I ever expected. If
you've ever thought about writing
one, here's what nobody tells you.

Start with the odds. Last year

Americans published just over four

million books. Not sold. Published.

About 3.5 million were self-published

and roughly 640,000 came from

traditional publishers. When an

industry analyst pulled a year of sales

on some 45,000 new titles from the

ten largest publishers, two thirds sold fewer than
1,000 copies. Fewer than one in 200 sold 100,000.
These had real editors and real marketing budgets
behind them. Most quietly vanished.

Then there's Atomic Habits. James Clear
spent ten years building an email list before the
book came out. When he signed his deal, he

told himself 5,000 copies would mean it wasn't

a failure, and 100,000 in the first year would be

a dream. It sold a million in year one. In 2024

1t was still atop the nonfiction charts, moving
another 982,000 copies. It has now passed 30
million worldwide. Nobody in publishing saw that
coming.

So how does a book get made? The
traditional route starts with an agent. You don't
pay an agent. The agent takes 15 percent of
everything you earn, forever, and in return knows
which editor at which house 1s hunting for your
kind of book. A good one turns one interested
publisher into three bidding against each other.
Without one, most major publishers won't open
your envelope.

Greg@72SOLD.com | 480.998.9900 | ©Greg Hague, 2026. All rights reserved.

Then comes the money. Publishers pay an
advance, a bet on how many copies you'll sell.
Surveys of nonfiction authors put the median
around $17,500. In industry slang, a "good deal" is
$100,000 to $250,000, a "significant deal" runs to
half a million, and a "major deal" is anything above
that. A publisher isn't buying your manuscript so
much as renting your following. And you don't see
another dime until your royalties, typically 10 to 15
percent of a hardcover's cover price, pay back the
advance. Most books never do.

Now you wait. Twelve to eighteen months from
contract to bookstore shelf is normal, while your
manuscript is handed to people paid to tell you
what's wrong with it. The developmental editor
goes first. She's not fixing commas. She's telling you
chapter seven should be chapter two, your argument
collapses in the middle, and the story about your
dog belongs on page one. Then the copy editor,
who does fix the commas, along with the name you
spelled two ways and the claim on page 40 that
contradicts page 12. Then the proofreader, one last
set of eyes. Each one makes the book better. Each
one makes you feel a little worse.

BY GREG HAGUE

And the bestseller list? 7/he New
York Times list is the one everyone
wants, and it isn't a raw sales

count. Thousands of stores report
confidentially each week, the Times
weights the numbers, and its editors
decide what belongs. Bulk purchases
get flagged with a little dagger. In 2017
an unknown novel hit number one on
the young adult list after its publisher
bought its way there with bulk orders.
The Times pulled it within days.

Which brings me to Chicken

Soup for the Soul. Turned down by

144 publishers before a small Florida

press took a chance on it, it became

one of the best-selling series of all
time. Its co-author, Mark Victor Hansen, is an old
friend. I hired him to speak to my real estate firm in
the early 90s, and even then he refused to accept the
word rejection. A hundred and forty-four people told
him no. He heard "not yet."

I have a saying I try to live by. What I lack in
smarts I make up for in effort. Given how hard I
work, I'm obviously not that smart.

One last thing. Most successful authors don't
make their money on the book. They make it on
the business, the speaking and the consulting the
book drives. James Clear is the exception. Do the
math. Thirty million copies, even at a dollar a
copy, is $30 million. From a book he would have
called a success at 5,000.

So you want to be an author?After everything
I've learned, here’s my advice: don’t write a book
because you think it will make you rich or famous.
Write it because you have something worth saying
and you’re willing to do the work to say it well.

You cannot control who publishes it, how many
people buy it, or whether it ever makes a bestseller list.

You can control whether you finish it. I'm at
50,000 words. Time to write 50,001.

@W/} 7%/7,1/\(/ CEO, 72SOLD
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Curtis Dickman’s year as Town Hall
artist in residence comes to a close

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

An ASU first: 3-year
bachelor’s degrees in
education

Arizona State University is
launching its first three-year bache-
lor’s degree programs, giving educa-
tion students the option of an accel-
erated curriculum for certain paths.

The programs are believed to be
the nation’s first three-year bach-
elor’s degrees in education from a
public university.

Read online at YourValley.net

Arizona is getting older and
the change is reshaping
communities

Arizona has spent decades build-
ing a reputation as a place where
people go to retire. But as the state
gets older, the impact is reaching far
beyond retirement communities.

An aging population is changing
the way Arizona communities think
about health care, housing, jobs,
transportation and the services peo-
ple will need as they get older.

Read online at YourValley.net

Arizona issues directive on
flu vaccine after federal
inaction

Unwilling to wait for federal ac-
tions, the Arizona Department of
Health Services has issued a special
order allowing pharmacists to ad-
minister the latest round of influenza
vaccinations.

As of mid-September, the federal
Advisory Committee on Immuniza-
tion Practices has not met this year
and is yet to meet this year. That’s
the group that advises the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
which sets immunization schedules.

Read online at YourValley.net

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Local artist Curtis Dickman
was recognized by the Paradise
Valley Town Council on Sept.
10 as his year as the town’s art-
ist in residence comes to an end.
He was recognized by the coun-
cil and staff for his vibrant pop art
and town-inspired artwork that has
been displayed throughout the year.
Dickman also donated two of his
pieces to the town during the meet-
ing and a third piece the weekend
following the meeting. The coun-
cil presented him with a plaque
commemorating his service as
the town’s 2025-26 artist in resi-
dence, featuring one of his artworks.
Mayor Mark Stanton said Dick-
man’s time as the artist in residence

® See Artist on page 20

Curtis Dickman speaks at the Paradise Valley Town Council on Thursday, Sept. 10, in Paradise Valley.

(Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

COMMUNITY

Arts Board accepting applications for
artist residency and studio tours

The Paradise Valley Arts Board
is accepting applications from work-
ing artists who live in Paradise Valley
for its featured artist residency and
spring 2027 studio tour.

The featured artist residency op-
portunities run from October 2028 to
September 2029 and October 2029
to September 2030. Selected art-
ists will have their work displayed at
Town Hall for a year.

Artists interested in participating
in the spring 2027 Studio Tour must
have a studio located in Paradise Val-
ley. Selected artists will host three

30-minute tours for groups of approx-
imately 12 to 18 guests.

Applicants should submit a let-
ter of intent to PV Arts Board Chair
Colleen Steinberg at steinberg az@
cox.net.

Applications should include the
artist’s name and address, studio ad-
dress, an artist statement or résumé,
an active website URL and a will-
ingness to have the Arts Board or its
representatives view the artist’s work
onsite.

Studio Tour applicants should also
briefly describe what they would

offer during the three tours, while
Featured Artist applicants should de-
scribe the scope of work available for
a yearlong show.
The application deadline is Nov.
2, 2026. Artists selected for the op-
portunities will be notified by email
Jan. 13, 2027.
Allison Kotzbauer can be reached ar akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Ciotlity
Guidelines
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I Have Three
Vetted Buyers Looking in
Paradise Valley Right Now.

All cash, fully qualified, looking
between $5M and $15M. They want
privacy, lotsize,and will purchase on or
oft-market without public disruption.

SOLD

$8,900,000 $9,300,000 Private Sale $15,000,000

$5,090,000 $14,000,000 $8,700,000

If you've considered selling this year
—quietly or openly—
text or call my direct cell today.

PLUSH

ARIZONA LIVING
602-432-4743
www.plushaz.com

Jarrodsmith_777
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Rusty Spur Saloon celebrates 75 years in Old Town

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tucked in next to a high-end jeweler and
across the road from a luxury beauty salon
on Scottsdale’s famous Main Street sits a
considerably more casual establishment

Some may say the Rusty Spur Saloon
doesn’t fit in with some of the other busi-
nesses on the street but it’s actually the oth-
er way around.

The bar was around long before any of
those other businesses came. In fact, Rusty
Spur Saloon is celebrating its 75th year in
business this month.

The little honky tonk bar with swinging
wooden doors and old time memorabilia has
witnessed the Scottsdale’s incorporation —
turning it from a community into an actual
city — the moon landing, the invention of
cell phones.

You name it, the bar was probably here
first.

“So much has happed ... but one thing
that has remained, you can still come to the
Rusty Spur Saloon for a cold beer and great
music,” said Bill Toole, who has owned the
bar since 2021.

The building actually goes back to 1921,
when it was originally the Farmer’s Bank.

The old vault, with it’s impervious con-
crete walls and solid steel door, is still there,
only now it holds the safest liquor in town
before it’s served to the thousands of patrons
that have come in to slake their thirsts.

Some of the more famous patrons to come
in more recently include professional golfer
John Daly and entertainers Dierks Bentley
and Post Malone.

In 1933 the place was converted into the
chamber of commerce and later a library.

Then, in 1951, it became the Rusty Spur
Cafe, which was renamed the Rusty Spur
Saloon two years later. In fact, you can still
get lunch at the saloon, but the kitchen clos-
es down at night.

It’s not a big space but every inch of it
is packed with character. From the buffalo
and elk heads mounted on the wall, to the,

® Sece Rusty Spur on page 20

Dripping with atmosphere, the Rusty Spur Saloon in Old Town is celebrating its 75th anniversary this month. (J.
Graber/Independent Newsmedia)

After bartending at the Rusty Spur Saloon in Old Town, Brittany Ingamells says she is never walking away from the
history, the people and music. (J. Graber/Independent Newsmedia)
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

MOVE-IN READY BEDBROCK ESTATE

Just completed in the heart of Paradise Valley, this private modern retreat was crafted by renowned BedBrock Developers
with award-winning architecture by Drewett Works. The single-level residence features a 6-car garage with the ability for
lifts, 12-16 foot ceilings, hand-selected finishes, and seamless indoor-outdoor living centered around a stunning 50-foot pool
and spa. The thoughtfully designed layout includes four en-suite bedrooms, an office, flex space, an entertainer’s kitchen
with formal dining, and a refined one-bedroom casita, with exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail throughout.
Reach out for more details and a private tour.

8,047 SQ.FT. | 4 BED + CASITA + OFFICE | 6-CAR GARAGE
6441 E. CHENEY DR. PARADISE VALLEY | ASKING $14,600,000

SILJE GARNER & JEROD JOHNSON
E: REALESTATE@BEDBROCK.COM

W: BEDBROCKREALESTATE.COM
C:602.617.0320

R=
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Proud to endorse Dr. Jennifer
Johnson for Scottsdale
Unified board

Great schools don’t just educate
our children, they help build great
cities. In Scottsdale, the strength and
reputation of our schools are an im-
portant part of what makes our city
such a desirable place to live. Keep-
ing our schools highly rated and com-
petitive helps attract families and
businesses, strengthens our neigh-
borhoods, and supports the property
values Scottsdale homeowners have
worked hard to build.

That is why I am proud to endorse
Dr. Jennifer Johnson for the Scotts-
dale Unified School District Govern-
ing Board.

Jennifer understands something I
believe strongly as a former member
of the Scottsdale City Council: our
schools and our city are partners in
the health and success of our commu-
nity.

That understanding is reflected
in her leadership as board chair of
School Connect, a statewide organi-
zation dedicated to building mean-
ingful partnerships between schools
and the communities they serve.
Through School Connect, Jennifer
has helped bring educators together
with parents, businesses, nonprofits,
civic leaders, and community organi-
zations around a shared goal — help-
ing schools and students succeed.

That experience matters. Jenni-
fer knows that some of the greatest
opportunities for our students come
when we look beyond the walls of
the classroom and tap into the talent,
expertise, resources, and relationships
that already exist throughout our
community.

Combined with more than 35
years of experience as a teacher, prin-
cipal, superintendent, and statewide
education leader, Jennifer brings

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

both the educational expertise and
the community-minded leadership
SUSD needs.

The future of Scottsdale and the
future of our schools are deeply con-
nected. Strong schools help protect
our property values, strengthen our
economy, and keep Scottsdale a
community where people want to
live, work, raise a family, and invest.

Strong schools build a stronger
Scottsdale. That is why I proudly
endorse Dr. Jennifer Johnson for the
SUSD Governing Board.

Betty Janik
SCOTTSDALE

Schweikert has abdicated
congressional responsibilities
to Trump

Congressman Schweikert, our na-
tional debt just hit $40 trillion. Way
to go. This happened on your watch,
even though your congressional web-
site states that one of your “top pri-
orities is to protect citizens from un-
necessary and wasteful government
spending.” So much for that.

The way I see it is, you appear to
have totally abdicated your congres-
sional responsibilities to Trump and
his executive orders. He spends what
he wants without any congressional
oversight or approval. The ballroom
project, the Trump Arch to glorify
himself, the cost of the war with Iran
which you failed to authorize as a
member of congress, the tariff taxes,
the list goes on.

So, where is congress? On vaca-
tion, running for governor, collect-

ing a paycheck and their government
healthcare while doing nothing to
protect citizens from a budget deficit
that continues to grow. You just sit by
and watch while the spending contin-
ues on a host of wasteful projects.
Personally, I'm not sorry to see
you gone as my representative and,
unfortunately, if Jay Feely gets elect-
ed to succeed you it will be more of

the same.

Rodney Gifford
FOUNTAIN HILLS

Restore common sense to
Scottsdale Unified

Dr. Jennifer Johnson is the union-
backed, Menzel-aligned progressive
candidate for the SUSD Governing
Board in the 2026 election.

A career educator, she campaigns
on the slogan “Experience Matters.”
That is true — but parents’ experi-
ence with a public education system
led by professional educators, like Dr.
Johnson, also matters.

Americans’ satisfaction with K-12
education has fallen to 32%, the low-
est level in Gallup’s 27-year trend,
while dissatisfaction has reached a
record 67%; only 8% are completely
satisfied. These figures point to wide-
spread concern about public educa-
tion and growing demand for reform
and alternatives. The survey is con-
sistent with the results shown in 2024
National Assessment of Education
Progress.

Similar concerns are evident in
SUSD: academic performance has
continued to decline under Men-
zel, parents are withdrawing their
children, and the district is closing
schools. Yet Dr. Johnson’s website
states, “SUSD is already recognized
as a leader in academic achievement,
and [ am committed to ensuring that
success continues for all students.”

+ See Opinion on page 12
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JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

@MonroeStately

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

www.StatelyLiving.com
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JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

@MonroeStately

www.StatelyLiving.com

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

8020 N 64TH PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $11,500,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 7,169 SO FT ON 1.04 ACRES

7150 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $30,000,000
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS [ 12,440 SO FT ON 2.8 ACRES

6528 N 60TH STREET
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $13,999,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,262 SO FT ON 1.1 ACRES

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $9,288,888
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SO FT ON 1 ACRE

4715 N LAUNFAL AVE
PHOENIX, 85018 | $8,495,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,332 SO FT ON 1.07 ACRES

6650 N HILLSIDE DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,999,999
5 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 6,021 SO FT ON NEARLY 1 ACRE

5209 N 63RD PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $3,999,888
5 BEDS | 6 BATHS 15,102 SO FT ON NEARLY A 0.50 ACRE LOT

6840 E HORSESHOE ROAD
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,999,999
4 BEDS | 5 BATHS | 5,568 SO FT ON 1.1 ACRES

7525 N CLEARWATER PARKWAY
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,488,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,290 SO FT ON 1.3 ACRES

#1IN PARADISE VALLEY

SOLD: $32,388,888
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER

SoLD: $20,975,000
5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTHBUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $16,000,000
6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ REP-
RESENTED BUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $18,750,000 SOLD: $17,000,000 SOLD: $16,250,000 SOLD: $14,275,000
6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,000,000 SOLD: $9,100,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD| PARADISE VALLEY, 85253
REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

INSTAGRAM @JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

480.788.7556

INSTAGRAM@JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

2 B

480.788.7556
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Boys & Girls Club opens S10M facility on Tonalea
Middle School campus

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

After three years in the making,
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Scottsdale’s newest site on the To-
nalea Middle School campus is open
and accepting kids.

The $10 million, 27,000-square-
foot Steve and Maria Sanghi Boys &
Girls Club opened Aug. 10.

“The first day we opened we had
around 300 kids come down and take
a look and right now we’re working
our way to having 200 of those kids
coming each day,” Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Scottsdale Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Ivan Gilreath said.

The facility includes
13,000-square-foot club made from
a number of old remodeled Tonalea
buildings the school didn’t need any-
more when it switched from a K-8
school to a middle school serving just
kids in sixth through eighth grade;
a brand new 12,000-square-foot
gymnasium and a 2,000-square foot
performing arts center — something
none of the other Boys & Girls Clubs
in the area have.

“The Boys & Girls Club is right
here on our campus and it’s just so
convenient for our students to be able
to take advantage of all the resourc-
es that they have,” Tonalea Principal
Robert Villa said.

The new facility features a maker

The Boys & Girls Club of Greater Scottsdale opened a $10 million, 27,000-square-foot facility on the
Tonalea Middle School campus Aug. 10. (Courtesy Scottsdale Unified School District)

space with 3D printers, an audio stu-
dio where kids can create podcasts, a
gym — with equipment from Planet
Fitness — and, of course places to do
homework.

“We also have a garden, which is
an area where we’re going to teach
kids how to grow food for themselves
and how to prepare food,” Gilreath
said. “That’s part of our healthy hab-
its program.”

Any kid enrolled in Tonalea’s after
school program can use the facility
for free.

“We’re a full Title I program here
so all of our students receive free
breakfast, free lunch as part of the

program here,” Villa said.

And yes, the new club will also
feed kids after school.

Other kids can go there, too, but
there is a income-based fee.

There’s even a bus that brings kids
from Tonalea’s feeder schools — Ho-
hokam Elementary and Yavapai El-
ementary schools — to the facility
after school.

Pima Elementary School did also
feed into Tonalea but was closed
down this school year as part of the
phase I portion of a program to right-
size the district’s footprint in light of a
nation-wide trend of declining enroll-
ment at public schools and low state

funding.

Gilreath said the idea for the new
club was first pitched to him by
Scottsdale Unified School District
Superintendent Dr. Scott Menzel
around three years ago.

“He knew he had this extra space
that he wasn’t going to be utilizing,
and he had a need for his kids from
this school to have somewhere to go
because after school they were just
hanging out on the school grounds
and hanging out at the Circle K,”
Gilreath said. “They were just doing
other things that kids shouldn’t do
between 3 and 6 p.m.”

Gilreath then took the idea to his
board of directors.

“The mission of the Boys & Girls
Club is to be there for kids who need
us the most, and my board was unan-
imous in that we should go there and
serve those kids,” he said.

So that’s when Gilreath and others
launched a fundraising campaign and
paid for the entire facility through do-
nations.

“No taxpayer money (was used)
Gilreath said. “It was all donations
from people who care about this com-
munity.”

EH)
b

Please submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines.

OPINION

Opinion
¢ From page 8

A leader in academic achieve-
ment? In FY2025, fewer than half of
SUSD eighth graders were proficient

in math (49%) or science (47%).
Among 11th graders, 55% were pro-
ficient in math and only 22% in sci-
ence. If Dr. Johnson, an experienced
education professional, considers
these results evidence of leadership,
SUSD cannot afford to elect her, an-

other union-backed Menzel support-
er, to the board.

Yes, experience matters, and for
decades Americans have experienced
a steady decline in public educa-
tion under the influence of teachers’
unions and so-called education ex-

perts. We must elect Amy Carney
and Jeanie Beasley to restore common
sense and genuine academic achieve-
ment in SUSD.

Mike Bengert
SCOTTSDALE
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LUXURY LANDSCAPES
DESIGNED FOR DESERT LIVING

Desert Mile Landscape creates design-driven outdoor environments throughout Paradise Valley and Scottsdale, bringing
decades of experience to luxury homes and custom construction. From initial concept through final installation, our team
delivers cohesive landscapes designed to complement the architecture and enhance the way each property is experienced.
Expertise spans landscape design, lighting, irrigation, hardscape, plant palettes and outdoor living enhancements.

DESIGN | INSTALLATIONS | ENHANCEMENTS | MASONRY

E: OFFICE@DESERTMILELANDSCAPE.COM
W: DESERTMILELANDSCAPE.COM
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SUSD ballplayer overcomes adversity to make dream come true

By Matthew Badger
CRONKITE NEWS

Before he was the 2025-26 Gato-
rade Arizona Baseball Player of the
Year, Alain Gomez-Gudifo spent
his 16th birthday in a train station in
Mexico.

Gomez-Gudifio and his family
were nearing the culmination of a
months-long journey that began in
Venezuela, just waiting on a CBP
One permit to officially enter the
United States.

While waiting he resumed playing
baseball with one of the few things he
carried with him from Venezuela, his
catcher’s mitt, its leather soaked with
river water from each of the eight
countries he traversed to reach the
United States.

Baseball origins

Gomez-Gudifo started playing
baseball at 3-years- old, idolizing
Venezuelan legends like Victor Mar-
tinez, Bobby Abreu and Salvador Pe-
rez.

“I literally grew up playing base-
ball every day in Venezuela, since I
wake up to when I go to bed, baseball,
baseball, baseball,” he said.

He fell in love with the sport trav-
eling with his family to play in tour-
naments and never wavered as he got
older.

Around that time, Gomez-Gudifio
started switch-hitting, just like Mar-
tinez.

“I’'m naturally right-handed, so I
started to hit lefty like a year before
I came here,” he said. “I started to
switch hit ‘cause I can see the pitch-
es better, the pitches come to me and
it’s easier to hit, so I switch it up for
that reason.”

The winding road
“We actually traveled through

eight countries,” his mother, Lislen
Gudifio, said. “We left Venezuela

(From left) Joel Rodrigues, Alain Gomez-Gudiiio Victoria Rodrigues and Lislen Gudiiio celebrate Go-
mez-Gudino’s senior night at Saguaro High School. (Courtesy of Lislen Gudiiio)

and went through Colombia, travers-
ing the jungle. Still in the jungle, we
reached the border to Panama.”

That jungle connecting Colombia
to Panama is known as the Darién
Gap, 60 miles of terrain so rugged it’s
unpassable by vehicle.

His mother actually fell into a river
during the ordeal but Gomez-Gudifio
grabbed her and pulled her out, prob-
ably saving her life.

After crossing the jungle, they
made their way through the rest of
the country.

“We spent three days walking
downstream along the river bank
until we made it out of Panama,” his
mother said. “From there, we started
traveling by bus through Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala
before we reached Mexico.”

Gomez-Gudifo returned to the di-
amond in Mexico and as they await-
ed entry to the United States, he
could see the first signs of his family’s
future.

“They paid me to play there for
a little bit,” Gomez-Gudifio said.
“With that money, we went right
after the game to go get something
to eat. That was a good time for me

because, if my family was good, I'm
good.”

By the end of November, they
were in the U.S.

New opportunities

When his family settled in Arizona,
Gomez-Gudifio still lacked knowl-
edge of how the baseball scene oper-
ated, but that would soon change.

“I went to Saguaro because it was
the closest high school,” he said. “I
don’t know how baseball goes here,
I didn’t play baseball here. Then I re-
alized I can play for the school and I
said, ‘OK, I'm going to try out for the
baseball team.’”

As a new player to the program, he
made an instant impression.

“I remember when he came to our
first fall workout; you could tell there
was something different, just special,”
former Saguaro coach Joe Muecke
said. “Usually, you’'re looking for role
players. He was an impact guy.”

Gomez-Gudifio quickly became
battery mates with one of the top
high school pitchers in the country.

“Literally two weeks after I start-
ed playing, I heard from Cam Cam-
initi that he’s a top prospect,” Go-
mez-Gudifio said. “I noticed him

Alain Gomez-Gudifio started playing baseball
in Venezuela when he was 3 years old. A natural
right-handed batter, he started switch-hitting
one year before moving to the United States.
(Courtesy of Lislen Gudiio)

pitching after my second practice
before the season, he started to throw
a bullpen and I said, ‘Oh, this guy
throws hard, I know why he’s a top
prospect,’ and I started to catch him.”

Gomez-Gudifio took advantage of
these opportunities to play in front of
scouts.

“I knew they were coming for
(Caminiti) but also I knew, ‘T've got
to do my best and they can see me,
too,” and that’s what I did. After that,
I got a lot of calls from schools, scouts,
and that means a lot to me.”

Gomez-Gudifio quickly became a
top prospect in his own right when he
and Caminiti led Saguaro to a state
championship. Caminiti was named
Gatorade Arizona Baseball Player of
the Year that season, punching out 11
batters in the title game, but Muecke
remembers more than just the stellar
pitching performance.

“There were two or three plays I
vividly remember in the state cham-
pionship game,” he said. “It was a

® Sec Ballplayer on page 24
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Jarson & Jarson Real Estate

We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.

Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley « 1961-2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing

distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach.

For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510 .
s¥iarchitecture

I jarson&jarson REAL ESTATE
Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of

our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this azarchitecture.com
inspirational artistic beacon.

#1 Real Estate Agent
Ranking Arizona 2026
m el If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation. Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.
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SELL YOUR HOME
ONCE, GET
PAID TWICE.

We'll buy your PV home for cash, giving you
a multi-million dollar check upfront.

Q

HOMES2){COM.

We'll pay off your loan and cover all expenses
carrying and maintaining your home.

Q

We'll give you all our profit on resale, less expenses
you would have incurred selling traditionally.

Q

You can stay in your home or move to a new
home at any time during our resale period.

Q

You will never find a more convenient, private,
and stress-free way to sell your PV home.

Q

Want our price on your PV home? Get started at Homes2X.com.
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Local home recognized as historic property

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Paradise Valley Town Coun-
cil unanimously approved mark-
ing 5841 E. Hummingbird Lane
as an official historic property in
the town at its Sept. 10 meeting.
Property owner Elliot Rovinsky re-
ceived a plaque recognizing the
property as historically significant
and unique under the town’s Histor-
ic Property Recognition Program.
The program is a voluntary initia-
tive approved in 2018 to honor local
homes and businesses with unique
architectural or historical character.
Historical ~ Advisory  Committee
Chair Catherine Kauffman pre-
sented the history of the home and
recommended the council des-
ignate it as a historic property.
She said Frank Freeman purchased
the five-acre property on the north
side of Mummy Mountain in 1973.
In 1974, his son, Stephen Freeman,
designed and built the 3,500-square-
foot home, incorporating its split-lev-

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle, Mayor Mark Stanton, Council Member Juliet Pace, Historical Advisory
Committee Chair Catherine Kauffman, Council Member Ellen Andeen-Keller, resident Elliot Rovinsky,
and Council Members Anna Thomasson, Karen Liepmann and Scott Moore at the Paradise Valley Town
Council on Thursday, Sept. 10, in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

el design into the mountain slope.
The home was constructed with sol-
id concrete masonry and wood trim
and was designed to naturally regu-
late its temperature, Kauffman said.
More than 100 windows provide
views from nearly every room,
while the split-level design cre-

ates separate living spaces with-
out the use of doors, she said.
“In 1992, while driving through the
area, Mr. Rovinsky was drawn to the
home by the striking stained glass,
all-seeing-eye window, prominently
displayed above the entrance. As-
sociated with Freemason and as a

Freemason himself, he was intrigued
by the stained glass,” Kauffman said.
“Even though the house was not on
the market, Mr. Rovinsky inquired
about purchasing it, and within
weeks became its second owner.”

Mayor  Mark  Stanton  con-
gratulated  Rovinsky  on  his
property’s new designation.

“Thank you for preserving such
a beautiful home,” he said.
Rovinsky praised the Town of Par-
adise Valley and his beautiful home
as well as thanked the Historical Ad-
visory Committee and the council.
“I have been a resident of Paradise
Valley for over 50 years and when I
bought this home, it was very special
for me,” he said. “I love Paradise Val-
ley. I love waking up every morning
looking at the views from my prop-
erty.”

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variery

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines

Town council restricts road cuts on newly resurfaced roads

Public Works Superintendent Chris Martinez spoke
to the Paradise Valley Town Council about the im-
portance of protecting newly resurfaced roads from
unnecessary excavations Thursday, Sept. 10, in Par-
adise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kot-

zbauer)

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Paradise Valley Town Council
unanimously approved five-year re-
strictions on road cuts and excava-
tions on recently resurfaced sections
of Scottsdale Road and Invergordon
Road during its Sept. 10 meeting.
The new restrictions are intended
to prevent newly resurfaced pave-
ment from being repeatedly cut
open for utility work and other ex-
cavations, which can lead to traffic
disruptions, pavement damage and
uneven patches, according to town
documents.
Council Member Julie Pace asked
town staff to clarify the necessity
of the proposals and what they will

mean for residents.

“Can we explain a little bit about
why we do this and the importance
of it?” she asked.

Public Works Superintendent
Chris Martinez told Pace that simi-
lar resolutions have been used in the
past, including on Tatum Road in
2017. The restrictions help mitigate
damage to roads that have recently
received significant investments in
time and money while also limiting
construction related disruptions, he
said.

“The reason for this is to try to
protect the newly paved roadways
and prevent utilities, as much as we
can, from coming through and mak-
ing cuts to the newly paved road-

ways,” he said.

Pace then asked how the restric-
tions work in practice and whether
utility companies honor them.

Martinez said the restrictions al-
low emergency work to still happen,
but require a more extensive repair
process than a typical road cut.

“If there’s an emergency, then the
moratorium allows them to do the
work. And then through the engi-
neering department, permit adminis-
tration, they require them to restore
to a certain extent, which is a lot
more stringent than just a normal cut
out in the neighborhoods,” Martinez
said.

® See Roads on page 28
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Artist

¢ From page 4

has been inspirational and a pleasure
for the Town Council and staff to be
surrounded by over the past year.
“Thisisavery special, bittersweet mo-
ment, because we’re fortunate to have
so many talented artists in our town,”
Stanton said. “So many incredible
artists, and they contribute so much
to the culture of Paradise Valley.”
Council Member Karen Liepmann
and liaison for the Paradise Val-
ley Arts Board thanked Dickman
for his contribution to the town.

“I want to reiterate the wonderful art-
work we have there,” she said. “I love
the pop art colors and things like that.”
Dickman said the chance to display
his artwork in the town has been
a great way to share his work with
more people, and he is thankful the
town afforded him the space to do so.
“It has been a delightful experience
and phenomenal exposure. I'm so ap-
preciative to the town for the oppor-
tunity and the gifts,” Dickman said.
Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akorzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines

Rusty Spur

e From page 6

ahem, “cowgirl chairs” at the bar and
wagon wheel chandelier, the place
just oozes rustic personality.

Virtually every wall is papered
with dollar bills stapled to them. The
money is donated by the patrons and
every year it’s all taken down and
donated to Phoenix Children’s. Last
year’s haul was around $7,000.

“We call it small but mighty,”
Toole said.

And there’s a stage in one corner.

There’s a live band every day and
every night, seven days a week.

The house band is the Psychobil-
ly Rodeo Band, fronted by Jimmy
Hornick. They have plenty of his-
tory with the bar, too. Of course a
75-year-old saloon has a house band
that’s been playing there for the last
30 years.

“A lot of the newer country bars
are more geared toward modern
country,” Toole said. “We like the
old stuff.”

And the patrons, get rowdy, but in
a “fun way.”

“Lots of sing-alongs, lots of danc-
ing,” Toole said.

Just over half the guests come from

outside the country. The other half is
largely made up of regulars who come
from as far away as the West Valley
for a few drinks and a good time.

“We’ve got one who will dance on
the bar if we let her,” said bartend-
er Brittany Ingamells. “She’s so cute.
She’s got sparkly shoes and every-
body gets pictures of her.”

And she’s in her 80s.

The history, the music and the
crowd blend together to make bar-
tending at the Rusty Spur a dream
job, Ingamells said.

“I love it,” she said. “I'll never
leave.”

And Toole has no plans to mess
with the bar’s chemistry during the
next 75 years.

“We’re just going to protect its his-
tory and authenticity,” he said. “We
really don’t change much. Some-
times people’s tastes will change, like
they want a different kind seltzer or
there’s a great new local beer, and
we’ll slowly phase those in but other
than that .... (it’s about maintaining)
all the great components, music, safe-
ty, great bartenders, great drinks, just
holding on to it.”

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
oremail them to A=zOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines.
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New Artist

¢ From page 1

weather after leaving a blizzard in Chi-
cago, he knew he had found his place.

“If I had come in July, we’d prob-
ably be living in San Francisco,” he
said.

After about two decades as a law-
yer, Galbut said he realized he needed
something fulfilling to do outside of
work.

“You can pick anything, but you
have to have something besides what
you do for a living or your profession
or your career,” he said.

For the past 35 years, Galbut has
created countless impressionist and
tonal paintings, documenting his trav-
els, landscapes and still lifes. Through
legal clients and classes at Scottsdale
Artists’ School, he has built a network
of artists to paint with, learn from and
share his work both in the Valley and
all over the world.

“I think the key is to start early in
your lifetime. And then, as the years
go by, this can be more fulfilling to you
as you have more time to devote to the
things that you’re passionate about.
And it doesn’t matter what it is, just so
long as you have it,” he said.

Now, Galbut will have the oppor-
tunity to share that passion as Para-
dise Valley’s artist in residence, with
his work displayed at Town Hall for a
year.

“It’s just a wonderful opportunity
and the list of people who have won it
before are amazing,” Galbut said. “So
just being anywhere near that crowd is
terrific. I'm very excited about it.”

Galbut hopes viewers will see more
than the places he painted and instead
connect the works to their own mem-
ories.

“I hope they think it was a beauti-
ful place, and it spurs on a lot of great
memories of their own,” he said.

Laura Paquelet, a member of the
arts board and former chair, said Gal-

but’s work is beautiful and reflects his
years of study and practice.

“Martin loves his art. He’s a true
artist,” she said. “He’s an artist at
heart.”

Displaying residents’ art at Town
Hall also gives the community a way
to connect with one another, Paquelet
said.

“You might not know the hobby or
talent that your neighbor has. So it’s
just a fun way to showcase his,” she
said.

She said Galbut’s paintings remind
her and others of their own travels and
experiences, sparking memories of
places they have visited.

“It’s art that people can identify
with,” she said.

Galbut has also become involved
in the Arizona art community. He is
a trustee of the Phoenix Art Museum,
hosts a painting event at the Japanese
Friendship Garden each March and
supports Scottsdale Artists’ School.
where he began his own painting ed-
ucation.

“I think a couple great things about
just being here is still the tremendous
opportunity, if not more than when
we came here. It’s just amazing what’s
here,” he said.

Galbut said he believes the current
moment is an especially exciting time
for painters.

“I think one of the things going orn
now is that there’s a large number of
really great painters, and I think 100
years from now, people will be looking
back, saying, that was a great time in
American art, the time we’re actually
living in now, because there’s a lot of
good painting going on.”

The public opening for Galbut’s
artist in residency exhibit at Town Hall
will be Oct. 13 5-7:30 p.m. at Paradise
Valley Town Hall and will feature six
Phoenix Symphony members, along
with appearances and surprises from
the Japanese Friendship Garden and
Scottsdale Artists’ School.
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Paradise Valley's

Personalized Care = Concierge Services = Luxury Living = Peace of Mind = Discover the Difference

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.
Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Concierge-Style Living We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services

d directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:
an

Coordinated Care « Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners « Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement

» Mobile Dental Services » Hospice Services
« Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
« Home Health Services « Salon Services

Check the websites for
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact,
LincolnRAL.com coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure
CamelbackRAL.com seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

Exclusive Offers!
Schedule a private tour foday! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson




Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these

civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

24 September 23, 2026 | Town of Paradise Valley Independent | YourValley.net

The Sisters in STEM
event Sept. 26 at Sa-
guaro High School pro-
vides a unique oppor-
tunity for kindergarten
through eighth grade
students from across
the Scottsdale Uni-
fied School District to
learn directly from high
school mentors. (Cour-
tesy Scottsdale Unified
School District)

Sisters in STEM to welcome K-8
students at SUSD’s Saguaro High School

The ninth annual Sisters in STEM
Kids Event is scheduled 10 a.m. -
12 p.m., Sept. 26, at Saguaro High
School, 6250 N. 82nd St., in Scott-
sdale.

STEM stands for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math.

Saguaro High School’s stu-
dent-run STEM organization, along
with volunteers from the school’s
award-winning robotics team, Scott-
sdale Math and Science Academy
and National Honor Society, will
host kindergarten through eighth
grade students from across Scottsdale
Unified School District.

The free event gives Saguaro stu-

dents the opportunity to serve as
leaders and mentors while inspiring
the next generation of scientists, en-
gineers, innovators and explorers.

The event provides a unique op-
portunity for kindergarten through
eighth grade students to learn direct-
ly from high school mentors while
exploring, experimenting, asking
questions and discovering the world
of STEM.

Through these experiences, Sisters
in STEM is committed to inspiring
young students, particularly girls,
to see themselves as scientists, engi-
neers, innovators and future STEM
leaders.

Ballplayer

e From page 14

bunt play, and Alain’s calling off
Cam and makes a great play. It was
literally a major league style catching
pop out and throw out a guy that not
many guys are going to make.”

Shortly thereafter, Gomez-Gudifio
started taking recruiting visits.

“That was a new thing for me and
my family because we never do that
in Venezuela, go to the school, meet
new people, meet their coaches, go to
a football game,” he said. “I've never
been to a football game before I start-
ed my recruiting thing, so it’s fun for

me and for my family.”

He was named the 2025-26 Gato-
rade Arizona Baseball Player of the
Year after winning his second state
championship in three years at Sa-
guaro, batting .455 over the season
with six home runs and 35 RBI while
throwing out one-third of opposing
base stealers.

And he did it while maintaining a
3.47 GPA and volunteering frequent-
ly for Miracle League, which pro-
vides individuals with special needs
the opportunity to play baseball.

Editor’s note: This article first appeared on

Cronkite News and is republished here under a

Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivatives 4.0
International License.
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Leave a
Legacy of Hope

Your IRA can help Arizona foster youth
build brighter futures.

‘ THIS WEEK: WHY HOPE & A FUTURE? ‘

For more than 20 years, Hope & A Future has helped
Arizona foster youth through mentoring, transitional
housing, scholarships, and life-changing relationships.

“Hope & A Future has transformed
the lives of Arizona foster youth for
more than 20 years.”

Governor Jan Brewer
Arizona’'s 22nd Governor
Board Member, Hope & A Future

Request your Questions? We're here to help.

FREE IRA am——
Giving Guide!

Scan the QR code or visit

experience hope, build confidence, and
create a brighter future.

. Your gift today helps Arizona foster youth

Steve Rajakovich
Chief Development Officer

602-258-5860

Serving Arizona foster youth since 2004
909 W. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007 - EIN 42-1651764

azhope.com/ira

Ad sponsored by Independent Newsmedia
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iNDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Sun City - September 23, 2026 - Sundial Recreation Center
Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Mesa - November 13, 2026 - Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet
Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College
Surprise - January 19, 2027 - The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)
Chandler - February 23, 2027 - Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village
Sun City West - April 13, 2027 - SCW Foundation Center
Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

‘I)))JAILY

INDEPENDENT
at YourValley.net

PRATT MARKETING AGENCY
STUDIO TOUR & PODCASTING OVERVIEW

Join Charlene Bisson, CEO of Independent
Newsmedia and Brent Cruikshank, INI Multimedia
Advertising consultant, for an exclusive visit to the
state-of-the-art pro podcast studio of Hall of Fame
Personality Dave Pratt. He will walk us through the
podcasting process, full-service staff, distribution
plus everything you need to get started and be a pro!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
10 A.M.-12 P.M.
6900 E Camelback Rd,

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 Suite 600
RSVP required: AZAds@iniusa.org

Park for free in front of the studios, in front of Neiman
Marcus or in the Fashion Square parking garage.
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FROMTHE COVER

Permits
¢ From page 1

years or until the project receives its
required final approval, whichever
comes first. One six-month extension
can be granted after the initial two-
year period.

The permit can be revoked if its
requirements or conditions are vio-
lated, but Burton said the town has
never needed to do that as companies
instead bring any issues into compli-
ance after being notified.

Council Member Julie Pace said
she has seen these permits cause is-
sues for neighboring residents.

She said the noise, dust and dam-
age to both landscape and roads that
these companies are causing needs to
be addressed in the code.

Council Member Scott Moore
agreed TUPs need to be changed in a
way that will give residents more say

in what happens in their own neigh-
borhoods.

“I almost think that this should be a
public hearing process where the res-
idents of the area know about it, they
can get input, too,” he said. “This is a
really intense use within a residential
neighborhood and it catches them all
off guard.”

Moore also added that granting
two-year permits with a six-month
extension option is far too long for
construction in a residential area.

“I would never approve something
in that length at all, not even close,”
Moore said. “We’re talking short
weeks for something. Otherwise,
they need to figure it out.”

Council Member Karen Liepmann
agreed with Moore’s and Pace’s
concerns and possible solutions,
as did Council Member Ellen An-
deen-Keller.

Council Member Anna Thomas-
son said she was disturbed that pri-

vate businesses could profit at the
expense of residents.

“The day of mini-construction
yards in the middle of neighborhoods
... I think those days need to come to
an end,” Thomasson said.

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle
agreed there is not enough regulation
for TUPs and the current time limits
do not pressure businesses to work ef-
ficiently.

Moore suggested removing the
TUPs from town code for now and
then reevaluating it before potentially
adding it back with shorter time lim-
its, public hearings and stipulations
for parking and damage.

Burton said he would follow the
council’s recommendation but sug-
gested not requiring public notice,
saying it could put Planning and
Zoning in the “bullseye” of com-
plaints from angry neighbors.

“That’s going to put P and Z in a
position where they never want to is-

sue one of those permits,” he said.

Pace suggested staff immediately
draft a new code with the council’s
suggestions; eliminating TUPs in res-
idential areas while allowing a lim-
ited version for resorts, schools and
churches, to avoid a gap in the reg-
ulations.

Labelle said the town needs to be
cautious when dealing with large en-
tities but should not be afraid to do
what is right for the town.

All council members except Pace
supported removing the TUP code
from town code. Staff will take the is-
sue to the next Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting to be removed.
The proposal will then return to the
council with a new TUP code that
incorporates the recommendations.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached ar akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commaitted to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines

George Burton, senior planner with the Community Development Department and Planning and Zoning
Division speaks with town council members during their Sept. 10 Town Council study session in Para-
dise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)
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6800 N 39TH PL | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 85253

7 Bed - 8 Bath - 8127 SQFT - 2.9 Acres - Call for Price

PRIVATE
‘ @ cLIENT Group | COMPASS

480.206.6920 | Mikhail@PVLuxuryAgent.com | www.MikhailQuijada.com
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Relish the Journey

Open an FDIC-insured CD today!

4.29%

8-Month CD .« $1,000 Minimum

(888) 498-9800 « parkwaybank.com

PARKWAY BANK

What A Community Bank Should Be.

P

e Cave Creek: 6300 E. Cave Creek Rd
e Peoria: 7581 W. Thunderbird Rd

e Phoenix: 11011 N. Tatum Blvd
e Surprise: 15413 W. Bell Rd

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 09/22/26 and may be cancelled at any time without notice. Minimum investment
to open the account and obtain the stated APY is $1,000. A penalty applies for early withdrawal. Interest will not be compounded.
Interest will be posted at maturity. If the CD is not redeemed at maturity it will automatically roll into a 6-month CD at
the then current rate. IRAs and commercial accounts are not eligible. Please see a Personal Banker for details.

Drunk Dracu-
la premieres
Sept. 24 at
the Rose The-
ater in down-
town Phoenix.
(Photo cour-
tesy Drunk
Shakespeare
Society)

Drunk Dracula to premier Sept. 24

Just in time for the spooky season,
the creators of Drunk Shakespeare
are bringing back Drunk Dracula
for a limited engagement in Phoe-
nix this fall. Performances run from
Sept. 24 through Nov. 1. One actor
gets drunk, the rest try to survive, and
Bram Stoker’s classic gets a boozy
makeover that’s equal parts gothic
and Halloween fun, according to a
press release.

This boozy, bloodthirsty twist on
Bram Stoker’s classic tale returns to
The Rose Theatre, located in the Ar-
izona Center, 455 N. Third St., Suite
1010, in downtown Phoenix.

After centuries of being cooped up
in his creepy old castle, Transylva-
nia’s thirstiest bachelor is in need of
fresh blood to maintain his youthful
looks and chiseled physique. Now
he’s ready to take a giant bite out of
Phoenix.

Craft cocktails and snacks are
available for purchase during all per-
formances.

This is a 21 and over event. All
guests must show ID for entry.

Tickets are available at www.
drunkdracula.com.

Roads
e From page 18

The resolutions are for a resurfaced
section of Scottsdale Road between
Jackrabbit Road and an area near
Vista Drive completed on June 30,
according to Paradise Valley Public
Works and Invergordon Road from
Chaparral Road to Sage Drive with
resurfacing planned to be completed
Sept. 16.

Non-emergency road cuts and
excavations in the newly resurfaced
portion are now restricted for five
years. Exceptions include emergen-
cies involving breaks or leaks in wa-
ter, sewer, gas, communication or
electric lines that interrupt essential
utility services, work required by law

and work needed to provide essential
utility service to a building when no
other reasonable option is available,
according to the resolution docu-
ments.

Emergency excavations are also
subject to additional repair require-
ments. The town can require grind-
ing, base and sub-base repairs and
new asphalt extending at least 25 feet
on either side of the pavement cut.

Those conducting emergency ex-
cavations can also be required to pro-
vide a warranty bond to ensure the
road is properly repaired and to reim-
burse the town for related costs

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached ar akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Ciotlity
Guidelines
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yo u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 9/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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The Scottsdale Quarter is hosting free concerts featuring rock, country and jazz every Saturday be
tween Sept. 26 and Nov. 7. (Courtesy Scottsdale Quarter)

Scottsdale Quarter’s Fall Concert
Series begins this month

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

MILGARD.

Let the Oudsicde In...

AT LASTING IMPRESSIONS WE SPECIALIZE IN:
- Replacement Windows

- New Construction Windows

- Multi-Slide - Bi-Folding Doors

- Entry, French & Patio Doors

- Barn Doors & Hardware

- Interior Doors & Trim

- Velux Skylight and Sun Tunnels

- Security Doors & Retractable Screens

Stop by our
showroom to view
the latest trends!

SAVE % $1500

CALLTODAY FOR A
FREE IN HOME
ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat 9:00AM-1PM
4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018

602.508.0800 | liwindow.com
LASTING mmm L

IMPRESSIONS

NA’S WINDOW AND DOOR SPECIALISTS

Scottsdale Quarter’s annual Fall
Concert Series returns Saturday,
Sept. 26, with seven weeks of free live
music in the quad, 15279 N. Scotts-
dale Rd.

Taking place from 5-7 p.m. every
Saturday through Nov. 7, the series
will feature local bands performing
outdoors under the palm trees, ac-
cording to a press release from Scotts-
dale Quarter.

This year’s lineup spans a variety of
musical styles:

+Sept. 26 — The PiPES (Rock).

+Oct. 3 — Sandra Bassett (Jazz/
R&B/Blues).

+Oct. 10 — Dirty Yachtin’ Scoun-
drels (Yacht Rock).

+Oct. 17 — Desert Dixie Band
(Country Rock).

+Oct. 24 — Rock Lobster (80’s Pop/
Rock.)

+Oct. 31 — Chad Freeman & Red-
line (Country).

+Nov. 7 — Thatgirlband (Rock).

“The Fall Concert Series is some-
thing our guests look forward to each
year, especially as the weather cools
and everyone is ready to spend more
time outside,” Christina Calhoun,
marketing director at Scottsdale
Quarter, said in the release. “It cre-
ates such a fun atmosphere in The
Quad and gives people another reason
to linger a little longer on a Saturday
evening.”

Guests are invited to bring blankets
and chairs and find a spot on the lawn
for an evening of music in the heart of
Scottsdale Quarter. The weekly con-
certs offer an easy way for friends and
families to enjoy Arizona’s fall weath-
er while experiencing a different local
band each Saturday.

All performances are free and open
to the public. To learn more about the
Fall Concert Series and other upcom-
ing events at Scottsdale Quarter, visit
scottsdalequarter.com/events.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds | EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
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DEADLINE: Wednesdays by 3pm | OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday 9am-4pm

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org

legals@iniusa.org

To place your ad
call us at

888.665.3348

NOTICE
[ndependent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that it is.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 877-2916222
for previous complaints.

$20 per market - 30 words

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
& MERCHANDISE RATES

Your ad apﬁears in the newspaper
oice plus online
$5% for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

2
INDEPENDENT

NEWSMEDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communitie:

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
*25°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

mjacobs@iniusa.org

Valley
Newspapers is
Hiring!

Full-time delivery
driver for busy
print shop.
26-foot box truck
with lift gate.
Must have clean
driving record and

pass physical.
Competitive wages
with benefits
Contact Mike
Jacobs at

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

[EREE
ESUIIAESE

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED

ROC#347844

480-660-8089
7101 E Thomas Rd Scottsdale, AZ 85251
SouthTownDentalCare.com

Free whitening or $500 off invisalign

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Consultations +

Kitchen Designs |
BulldogKitchenandBath.com D hjggg ggg@%
ROC #329447 iniusa.org/classifieds

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Classified doesn't cont., Ot P!
For information, Call
*‘%NDEPENDENT 888'665'3848 fNDEPENDENT
MEWSMEDIA iniusa.org/classifieds e e L
Senior & Military
Discounts

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements « Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles A

John York - Owner/Operator

L4
588
=)

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

602-705-5209
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RANKED IN THE

TOP 100 Nationally
| S3B+ | 1K+

BROKERAGE IN TEAM TOTAL TEAM
IN THE U.S CAREER SALES TRANSACTIONS

——THE—

KARA COMPASS CHRIS KARAS | 602.919.6511 | THEKARASGROUP.COM

GROUP



	TPV20260923_01
	TPV20260923_02
	TPV20260923_03
	TPV20260923_04
	TPV20260923_05
	TPV20260923_06
	TPV20260923_07
	TPV20260923_08
	TPV20260923_09
	TPV20260923_10_11
	TPV20260923_12
	TPV20260923_13
	TPV20260923_14
	TPV20260923_15
	TPV20260923_16_17
	TPV20260923_18
	TPV20260923_19
	TPV20260923_20
	TPV20260923_21
	TPV20260923_22
	TPV20260923_23
	TPV20260923_24
	TPV20260923_25
	TPV20260923_26
	TPV20260923_27
	TPV20260923_28
	TPV20260923_29
	TPV20260923_30
	TPV20260923_31
	TPV20260923_32

