
By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Town of Cave Creek is in the 
process of hiring a new Town Attor-
ney, as the timeline for the process 
was given to the Town Council during 
September.

Current Town Attorney Bill Sims 
is planning to retire at the end of the 
year, and according to the timeline 
presented by Procurement Admin-
istrator Monique Harris, the town 
hopes to have a new hire ready to be 
approved by the council at its Oct. 20 
meeting.

“As we were putting together the 
scope, we were very mindful about 
identifying not a replacement for Mr. 
Sims, but really ensuring continuity 
of services and identifying someone 
that’s going to be the right fit,” Harris 
said.

Harris said they are looking for 
someone who has strong municipal 
experience, responsive, a great com-
municator, someone who establish-
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Cave Creek navigates Colorado River cuts 
with proactive water management strategy

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For decades, the Town of Cave 
Creek operated under the qui-
et assumption that water would 

always flow. 
But behind the scenes, a grow-

ing crisis has forced local leaders to 
reckon with harsh realities, fragile 
infrastructure, and a shrinking sup-
ply from the Colorado River.

Town officials trace the formal 
management efforts back nearly 
two decades. 

“The town bought the water 
systems in 2007,” said Cave Creek 
Utilities Director Shawn Kreuzwi-
esner. “I think, from that point on, 
they started looking at that and 
how to manage the water resources 
at the time.” 

However, as local development 

expanded, the urgency intensified. 
By 2022, the town updated its wa-
ter shortage and drought manage-
ment plan to prepare for upcoming 
reductions in supply.

The town’s water delivery sys-
tem relies heavily on a long-stand-
ing contractual arrangement with 
the Central Arizona Project. Cave 

• See Water on page 20

Above, intake pumps that draw water from the Central Arizona Project canal, which is then pumped 12.5 miles to Cave Creek. (Courtesy of the Town 
of Cave Creek) • See Attorney on page 24

Cave Creek 
seeks new  
town attorney
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Desert Foothills
Air Conditioning and Heating

Local Family Owned & Operated

480-595-0938 | www.desertfoothillsac.com

Fall Specials

Specialties Include:
•  Installations
•  All Makes and Models
•  Service and Repair

•  Air Conditioning Units
•  Furnaces
•  Split Systems

•  Heat Pumps
•  Package Units
•  Mini Splits

CARRIER® REBATES
(up to $1,700 on 
new systems)
Expires 12-20-26

$54
Offer Expires 12-31-26

• Visually inspect heat exchanger
• Check amps on blower motor
• Check duct connections at furnace
• Change air fi lter 

(customer supplied)
• And much more!

Multi Point 
Furnace Service

• Check amps on compressor 
and motor

• Check refrigerant level
• Check defrost control
• Check run capacitors
• And much more!

Multi Point Heat 
Pump Service
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One Team. One Standard. Exceptional Care.

We elevate every car we touch. With decades of
expertise, state-of-the-art tools, and meticulous care, 
our Master Technicians ensure your vehicle leaves the 

garage performing at peak perfection.

European, Domestic & Japanese Vehicle 
Technician Specialists

480-520-4538
or scan here to easily 

schedule your appointment!

37608 N Cave Creek
Cave Creek, AZ 85331

(North of Carefree Highway)
Monday–Friday: 8am–5pm

Certified. On time. Convenient.

480-520-4538
Call us now!

10% Off Services
Up to $50 off

• ASE Certified Master Technicians
• 2 Year/25K Mile Parts & Labor Warranty
• Small Business of the Year
• Top 10 Ranking Arizona Auto Service

DesertCarCareCaveCreek.comAward-winning auto service since 2004

As seen on

-Frank Leutz
YourValley.net
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By Zev Black
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Earlier this year, on Jan. 1, House 
Bill 2447, or A.R.S. § 9-500.49, 
went into law, requiring municipal-
ities like the Town of Carefree to 
designate an official to review and 
approve plans without public input.

At a November 2025 town of 
Carefree Planning and Zoning Com-
mission meeting, multiple officials, 
including Town council member 
Colleen Rose-Scurti, disapproved of 
the bill.

Recently, at the Sept. 14 Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission meet-
ing, Chairperson Peter Burns also 
spoke in disapproval.

“The legislator took away so 
many authorities of the elected, ap-
pointed bodies of this esteemed mu-
nicipality,” he said.

The bill was approved by Gov-
ernor Katie Hobbs March 31, 2025 
and officially went into effect Jan. 1.

With the bill in place, the Care-
free Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion is working to fully understand 

the new law.
Town of Carefree staff will handle 

all site and development plans and 
objective design review. Self certifi-
cation, at-risk submittals and expe-
dited reviews are all optional for the 
town to take on by itself.

“I do firmly believe 9-500.49 will 
control staff needs to be approving 
or denying site plans, pre-plats, fi-
nal plats,” town attorney Nick Cook 
said. “There was portion of the code 
that said ‘referred.’ The staff could 

refer something to the planning and 
zoning commission if it’s a referral 
relating to site plan, pre-plan, final 
plat.”

All plat information will be sub-
mitted electronically to the staff.

“Now, it’s all electronic until 
we’re actually ready to approve a 
plat that actually requires any kind 
of signature,” Stacey Bridge-Den-
zak, director of community develop-
ment, said. 

“I think at that point, then we 

would print things out.”
The town will publicly publish 

when a plat is filed to keep residents 
updated on what is happening in the 
community.

“To go one step further, you 
could put into place a provision that 
says there’s been an application, it’s 
a complete application, that’s now in 
staff’s review here within 600 feet of 
the proposed development,” Cook 
said.

This will allow the public to make 
comments to the town and the plat 
applicants with suggestions. Under 
the law, the staff is allowed to ask for 
it, but cannot require it.

To watch the full meeting at 
which HB 2447 was discussed, go to 
youtube.com/watch?v=tVDRxuJH-
1FM&t=238s.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached 
at zblack@iniusa.org. Please submit 
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or 
email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing 
a wide variety of reader opinions, as 
long as they meet our Civility Guide-
lines.

PLANNING

Carefree officials voice concerns over HB 2447

The town of Carefree Planning and Zoning Commission talks about HB 2447. (Submitted photo/Town 
of Carefree)

The town of Carefree invites Valley resi-
dents to stroll through the heart of the Care-
free Town Center 4–7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month, October through 
May. With more than a dozen galleries, 
artist-run shops and studios participating, 
guests can discover work by internationally 
recognized artists alongside pieces created 
by local Arizona artists.

Rather than simply walking from gallery 
to gallery, Carefree Art Night is about slow-
ing down and becoming part of the experi-
ence. Meet artists and gallery owners, hear 
the stories behind the works you see, dis-

cover something unexpected and enjoy the 
personal conversations that can turn a casual 
evening out into a new monthly tradition.

Attendees can also enjoy wine, small bites 
and handheld treats, giving the opportunity 
to sip, shop and explore at your own pace.

Blending art, hospitality, dining and 
small-town charm, Carefree Art Night of-
fers more than a traditional art walk. With 
over 12 galleries and shops participating, 
each event features new artists, exhibits and 
discoveries.

For additional information visit visitcare-
free.com/artnight.

Art Night comes to Carefree

People looking at art. (Submitted Photo/Town of Carefree)

ART

http://youtube.com/watch?v=tVDRxuJH1FM&t=238s
http://youtube.com/watch?v=tVDRxuJH1FM&t=238s
http://yourvalley.net/letters
http://visitcarefree.com/artnight
http://visitcarefree.com/artnight


YourValley.net  |  Cave Creek/Carefree Independent  |  October 2026  5  

RESIDENTIAL /COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL /COMMERCIAL AC /HEATING REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT SERVICESAC /HEATING REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT SERVICES

Licensed, Bonded and Insured  ROC 316068

Schedule your Fall  
A/C Tune-Up today - Just $75!

FREE QUOTE ON SECOND OPINIONS 
FOR REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT

480-450-7283480-450-7283

*Price based on select systems. Tax credit subject to IRS eligibility requirements.

New Heating & Cooling Systems
Starting as Low as $8,750 Installed*

Now hiring! We are always looking for skilled technicians 
and installers to join our growing team.

SERVICES WE OFFER:
 Mini-Split & Multi-Split Systems
•Gas Furnace Installation & Service
•Energy-Efficient Air Conditioning Systems
•Roof-Top & Package HVAC Units
•Full HVAC Diagnostics,Service & Repair
•We Service All Brands & Model
•Professional Air Duct Cleaning  & Sanitizing
•Whole-Home Air Purification Systems
•Dryer Vent Cleaning & Safety Inspection
• Residential/Commercial AC/Heating Replacement and Repair

http://www.actionmechanicalservices.com
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By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
on Sept. 15 approved a resolution 
authorizing a grant application sub-
mittal for a Land and Water Con-
servation Fund Grant and directing 
staff to take any and all action as 
necessary to implement the grant, if 
awarded.

The grant, awarded in the 
amount of up to $2 million, would 
be used to purchase 4,005 acres of 
open space from the Arizona State 
Land Department.

“We fell like we have a strong ap-
plication to get all the funding from 
the grant,” Kautzman said. “How-
ever there are 17 groups that have 
applied for the grant and only $9 
million to be awarded, so we think 
we will get funding, but the exact 
amount we don’t know yet.”

Cave Creek would have to match 
dollar-for-dollar the amount of the 
grant.

There are other funding mecha-
nisms being put into place, includ-
ing one the voters of Cave Creek 
will act on in the November elec-
tion to add a 1/4 of one cent sales 
tax to help raise the necessary funds 
to complete the purchase.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Devel-
opment Services Director Luke 
Kautzman provided the council 
with an update on the land pur-
chase.

Kautzman explained a lot of pro-
cesses are in the beginning stages.

“We are in stage where a lot of 
studies are being done,” Kautz-
man said. “Biological, cultural, 
geographical. We’re engaged with 
a survey firm, and we hope to get 
some of those completed by De-
cember.”

Kautzman also said they were 

working with Maricopa County to 
determine possible right-of-ways 
within the open space areas that 
could impact future development 
around the open space.

Kautzman said that all of that has 
to be uploaded to the current appli-
cation, and then the Arizona State 
Land Department will do their due 
diligence and complete a final ap-
praisal of the land.

R.J. Cardin, a former Maricopa 
County Parks Director and a con-
sultant on the open space acquisi-
tion, said the town has had some 
preliminary talks with Maricopa 
County in being a partner in the 
purchase, maybe by purchasing 
a parcel or two of the land Cave 
Creek is looking to acquire.

“We are looking to meet with 
them (the county) next week and 
maybe begin the framework of a 
memorandum of understanding and 
a possible IGA (intergovernmen-
tal agreement) with them,” Cardin 
said.

Kautzman reminded everyone 
there are a lot of factors in play be-
fore getting toward the finish line.

“There are a lot of variables due 
to deadlines,” Kautzman said. “But 
by the end of the year, we should 
have some clarity.”

Kautzman said the current time-
line has them possibly heading to 
auction for the land in July or Au-
gust 2027.

Whether that is all 12 parcels or 
some part of the 12 parcels could 

depend on funding.
“The current contract is for all 

12 parcels,” Kautzman said. “But 
the auctions could be parceled out 
due to the funding we have avail-
able.”

“We are looking at many creative 
ways to making the purchase hap-
pen,” Town Manager Grady Miller 
added.

One of those creative ways is 
having a website up and running 
this month to keep town residents 
up-to date on donations and fund-
raising efforts.

Members of the previous Ad 
Hoc Committee as well as Kautz-
man and communications director 
Bo Larsen will be keeping residents 
updated on those efforts.

CONSERVATION

Cave Creek approves grant application for land trust purchase

Cave Creek Development Services Director Luke Kautzman, left, and former Maricopa County Parks Director R.J. Cardin provide and update on the pur-
chase of 4,005 acres of open space around Cave Creek at the Town Council meeting Sept. 15, 2026. (Independent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)
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© 2026 City of Hope

Angela
City of Hope Patient

Ending cancer starts with Hope

CityofHope.org/Arizona | 844-601-HOPE (4673)

E N D I N G  B R E A ST  C A N C E R 
STA R T S  W I T H  H O P E

Our singular focus on cancer
leads to superior outcomes.

Angela, a motorcycle rider and rock climber, refused to let breast 
cancer slow her down. Today, she’s back to living at full speed.

At City of Hope, we know every patient is different. That’s why our 
breast cancer specialists create a plan designed around you, with 

access to leading-edge treatments, clinical trials and compassionate 
support — and the goal of getting you back to the life you love.
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THINGS TO DO

Passport program gives tour of local landmarks
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Museum, in con-
junction with the Cave Creek Visitors 
Center, invites residents and visitors to 
take part in the Local Landmarks Pass-
port Program.

Passport users begin their adventure 
by picking up a Local Landmarks Pass-
port at the Cave Creek Visitor Center 
or Cave Creek Museum.

Passport users then explore the town 
to discover 10 of the Local Landmarks, 
search for answers to trivia questions, 
and learn some Cave Creek history to 
explore the places, stories and people 
that helped shape the character of Cave 
Creek. 

Upon completion of the answers 
they find, thrill seekers can bring the 
passport back to the museum or visi-
tors center for some fun Cave Creek 

swag. The Cave Creek Visitors Center 
is at 6528 E. Cave Creek Road, and the 
museum can be found at 6140 E. Sky-
line Drive.

The Visitors Center and the Cave 
Creek Museum reopened to the public 
on Oct. 1.

The Local Landmarks program par-
ticipants are recognized with a bronze 
plaque that connects the celebrated 
locations with a storytelling map. This 
map allows residents and visitors to ex-
plore virtually, physically and through 
the storytelling of Cave Creek’s pio-
neers, descendants and residents. 

For information about the Local 
Landmarks program, visit cavecreek-
museum.org/local-landmarks. Local 
Landmarks is managed by Cave Creek 
Museum for the Town of Cave Creek. The Local Landmarks Passport Program helps uncover the places, stories and people that helped 

shape the character of Cave Creek. (Courtesy of Fran Booth)
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34605 N. Tom Darlington Rd., Scottsdale, AZ
www.deserthills.org • 480-488-3384

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Museum, which 
opened the Arizona Gold Mining Ex-
perience five years ago, will be adding 
a new character to its program when 
the season opens on Oct. 1.

Local miner El Monty Jackson 
will be making his debut during the 
museum’s first Arizona Gold Mining 
Experience Oct. 24.

Jackson, a crusty old miner, pre-
viously was a well-to-do-gambler 
from back East, decided to leave the 
life and venture to Cave Creek to try 
his luck at searching for gold in the 
renowned mining district. Jackson is 
quite a character, and visitors of all 
ages are going to love his wild and 
quirky style. He will make you laugh 
and experience a day filled with 

memories and knowledge.
Tickets for the Arizona Gold Min-

ing Experience are available online 
at cavecreekmuseum.org. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and children under 
12 are free, and Culture Passes are 
not accepted for this event. Reserva-
tions are required for the experience, 
which begins with check-in at 9 a.m.

The 56-year-old 501(c)(3) muse-
um’s mission is to preserve the arti-
facts of the prehistory, history, cul-
ture and legacy of the Cave Creek 
Mining District and the Cave Creek/
Carefree foothills area through ed-
ucation, research, and interpretive 
exhibits. The Cave Creek Museum is 
located at 6140 E. Skyline Dr. Open 
from October through May. For more 
information call 480-488-2764.

Cave Creek Museum to introduce 
new character to Arizona 
Gold Mining Experience

Local miner El Monty Jackson is being introduced to the Arizona Gold Mining Experience at the Cave 
Creek Museum, and will make his debut on Oct. 24. (Courtesy of Fran Booth)

http://tasteofcavecreek.com
http://www.deserthills.org
http://cavecreekmuseum.org
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By Robert Morris
CAVE CREEK MAYOR

Cave Creek is often defined by 
its seasons: winter is when we see 
many of our out-of-town visitors 
who come to shop, dine, and ex-
plore. In spring, we prepare for 
wildfire season, though it’s now a 
year-round issue. Then summer 
comes, and visitors and shops slow 
down a bit, and many Creekers 
head for cooler climates for a few 
weeks. Then fall season comes 
around, and we gear up for the 
visitors from around the state and 
the start of event season, especially 
Taste of Cave Creek.

The Taste of Cave Creek con-
tinues to grow in popularity with 

locals, and especially with visitors 
from the valley who want to come 
to our town for great food, shop-

ping, and fun. This year will be the 
second annual Mayor’s Cup friend-
ly competition between participat-
ing restaurants. Last year, Harold’s 
Cave Creek Corral won for best 
overall presentation and food. 

We’ve expanded the categories 
to include best food, best booth 
presentation, and best dessert. 
Winners in these categories will 
receive 13-inch silver cup trophies. 
Each category also has second- and 
third-place ribbons. Town Council 
members do the judging.

The Town and many of our 
restaurants, shops, and bars work 
hard to attract people to Cave Creek 
through their social media. Just by 
the interest shown in the Visit Cave 

Creek social media, since August 
2025, the Facebook page alone has 
grown by 10,316 followers, which is 
710% more interest in Cave Creek! 

Even though tourism is down 
across Arizona for a variety of rea-
sons, Cave Creek has seen a slight 
uptick in our sales tax revenues. I 
am proud to say we don’t have a 
property tax, so the sales tax helps 
us pay for our two fire stations, our 
relationship with Daisy Mountain 
Fire District, and other infrastruc-
ture services.

Thank you for supporting our 
local businesses. And keep telling 
your friends to meet you in Cave 
Creek because our event season is 
just starting.

Tell your friends Event Season is here

OP-ED

By John Crane
CAREFREE MAYOR

On a recent mid-September after-
noon, a wonderful thunderstorm, the 
kind of storm monsoon-lovers dream 
of, dumped about 3” of much need-
ed rain in Carefree. Leaves glistened, 
the aroma of wet creosote bushes 
permeated the air, washes flowed, 
temperatures dropped, albeit tempo-
rarily, and, after months of dorman-
cy, windshield wipers came to life. It 
was a very special day!

For communities in the grips of a 
25+ year drought and facing signifi-
cant Colorado River water delivery 
cuts, the storm felt like a much need-
ed, overdue reprieve. Unfortunate-
ly, one major storm is not a drought 
breaker. The reason why lies in the 
complexity of our water supply.

While the water portfolio for ev-
ery municipality or water company 

varies, many, like Carefree, derive 
their water from the Colorado River 
through the Central Arizona Project 
and groundwater delivered via wells 
drawing from aquifers. In Carefree, 
about 70% of our delivered water 
originates from the Colorado River 
and about 30% of our water comes 
from wells pulling water from an 
aquifer under our town.

The Colorado River relies on 
Rocky Mountain snowpack for its 
health and to fill Lake Powell and 
Lake Mead reservoirs. Local rain 
does not impact snowpack in the 
headwaters of the Colorado River 
drainage system.

But certainly, significant rain-
fall must replenish our aquifers! If it 
was only that simple. Most Sonoran 
Desert rain never reaches an aquifer. 
Only about 2 to 3% of desert precip-
itation becomes groundwater. Most 
desert rain is lost to evaporation, 
flows away as runoff, or is used by 
plants. The time needed for rain to 
find its way to an aquifer can be mea-
sured in decades, not days or weeks. 
Water must percolate slowly through 
dry, often fine grained sediments. 
The time it takes for rainwater to 
travel from the surface to an aquifer 
depends on the local geology and the 

depth of the aquifer. Desert aquifers 
are typically hundreds of feet below 
ground.

While local rainstorms, no matter 
how big, do not make a significant 
impact on our water supply, those 
storms decrease wildfire risk, bring 
the desert to life, reduce dust, and 
recharge soil moisture. Plus, they 
set the stage for water conserva-
tion. Outdoor water use – irrigation, 
swimming pools, fountains – account 
for about 70% of residential water 
use. For a few days after a heavy rain, 
irrigation systems can be suspended 
and pools can coast on additional 
inches of rainwater.

While a good thunderstorm is al-
ways welcome, it does not change 
the reality of a decades long drought. 
Our responsibility to manage scarce 
water resources remains and will 
continue for years to come.

It Rained! Is the Drought Over?

Carefree Mayor John Crane (Submitted Photo/
John Crane)

OP-ED

Cave Creek Mayor Robert Morris (Submitted 
Photo)
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Sponsored Content

A special evening to ask me anything about 
stem cells: Exploring the future of Regenerative 

Medicine and what it can do for you!
By Dr. Leisa-Marie Grgula

Every day, I’m asked many ques-
tions about Regenerative Medicine, 
including stem cells, exosomes, 
PRP, and ozone. These are the 
most popular questions I’m asked 
by readers via email as well. Many 
of them relate to my purpose, which 
is to help my patients live long, 
healthy happy lives without drugs 
or surgery.   My patients enjoy their 
retirement by spending more quality 
time with grandkids, hiking, play-
ing golf, and more activities here 
in beautiful Arizona. As the owner 
and primary provider in my clinic, 
I’ve attended stem cell conferences 
around the country, and researched 
the highest quality products, ther-
apies, and protocols available. Visit 
my website to see my  guest ap-
pearances on national podcasts that 
feature providers like myself who 
render unique and specific regener-
ative therapies that work for difficult 
cases when others do not.

What will be discussed at the event? Pain 
relief without drugs or surgery.

 We’ve set some dates in October 
to invite my readers to come to my 
office for a special event to speak to 
me personally while I present the 
truths and myths about Regenera-
tive Medicine. Actual patients will 
be present to share their success 
stories and answer your questions 
as well. This is above and beyond a 
simple presentation, as my Medical 
Professional who renders the treat-
ments will be there also.  A tour of 
our medical area with our equipment 

where our regenerative medicine 
therapies are rendered will be in-
cluded. I will also answer questions 
as to how my passion grew for this 
area of medicine and share my own 
personal success of preventing a full 
shoulder replacement with stem 
cells after a major accident that fully 
tore my rotator cuff muscles and 
fractured 3 bones in my face. The 
article, and MRI reports before and 
after are linked on the homepage of 
my website below.  I’ll discuss my 
passions in life, and what motivates 
me to help patients every day.

 
What conditions will be discussed for stem 
cell therapy?

We will discuss conditions we 
have had success with, including:

 • Lung Issues
 • Neuropathy
 • Trigeminal Neuralgia
 • Autoimmune Disorders
 • Knee and Ankle Pain
 • Low Back Pain & Sciatica
 •  Herniated Disc
 • Hand & Finger Pain
 • Hip Pain
 • Neck and Shoulder Pain
 • Hand, Wrist, & Elbow Pain
 •  Sexual Rejuvenation

What will be offered at the event?
We’ll be offering champagne and 

charcuterie, along with other light 
food and non-alcoholic drinks to 
enjoy as we answer all of your ques-
tions and concerns about these cut-
ting-edge therapies, and how to save 
you from medications and surgery. 
Special discounts will be offered to 
all who attend.

 
What topics will be covered?

Some topics covered will include 
many questions that come from 
emails from my readers. Where do 
stem cells come from, what they 
are and what they are not, and 
where do we source them from? 
Does the mother of the baby get 
paid to donate the umbilical cord? 
Why do I work with stem cells as 
a Chiropractic Physician? Is it like 
an organ transplant, do you need to 
be a match? Who does not qualify 
to get stem cells? Does the FDA 
approve stem cells? Are stem cells 
legal in the US? Why are stem cells 
from a newborn more effective than 
our own cells? What is the differ-
ence between regenerative medicine 
products from the US and those 
from other countries? Why are some 
counties able to have trillions of cells 
in a product when in the US it is 
only billions of cells?  How do they 
work for conditions other than joint 
pain?

 

 
Seats fill up quickly.
 Please call 480-584-3955 today.  
 
Here are the dates for you to 

choose for our special evening.
 • Wednesday, October 14  4:00 
PM

 • Thursday, October 15 6:30 PM
 • Tuesday, October 20 4:00 PM
 • Wednesday,  October 21 6:30 
PM

 • Tuesday, October 27 4:00 PM
 • Wednesday, October 28 6:30 
PM
 
For any questions regarding my 

articles, please email me at DrLei-
sa@CaringPainRelief.com
Leisa-Marie Grgula. DC 
Chiropractic Physician
Accurate Care Medical Wellness 
Center 
18261 N. Pima Rd. Ste. #115
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
(480) 584-3955
Website www.CaringPainRelief.
com
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By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Museum 
will be hosting a family-friendly 
event from 1-4 p.m. on Oct. 17.

The event is free thanks to 
sponsorship by the Kiwanis 
Club of Carefree.

The special three-hour event, 
themed “Where Melodies Spark 
Memories and Objects Tell Sto-
ries,” will feature live musical 
performances, interactive story-
telling and hands-on activities. 

Visitors can meet curators, 
board members and communi-
ty memory keepers, to uncover 
behind-the-scenes insights into 
the region’s heritage. Ten oth-
er local non-profits will join the 
museum for this special after-
noon.

Key activities include:
• Nanny Nikki’s Imagina-

tion Station: Located in the 
history wing, local Montessori 
teacher and podcast creator 
Nikki Wasilishin will introduce 
young explorers to the stories of 
Cave Creek’s miners, ranchers 
and early families.

• Live blacksmith demon-
strations: Desert Rat Forge 
and in-house artisan Paul will 
host ongoing “branding” activ-
ities at the outdoor blacksmith 
shed. Attendees can take home 
a custom, hand-forged Spur 
Cross-branded wood block 
keepsake.

• Cowboy Chaz the Run-
away Outlaw: A resident ward-
robed interpreter will roam the 
grounds, spinning rowdy yarns 
about the mining campus and 
posing for “selfies” with guests.

• “A Kiss from France.”: 
Inside the historic Cave Creek 
Church, textile collector Sue 
Palmer will showcase her per-

sonal collection of rare WWI 
silks and share how Belgian ar-
tisans helped wartime soldiers 
stay connected with family.

• Share music and memo-
ries at the gazebo: Local mu-
sician Darrell Doepke, joined 
by friends, will honor 1970s era 
small-time traditions. Fill our 
“memory jar” with what you 
remember about the museum’s 
gazebo, which originally stood 
at Neary’s Village Square at 
Cave Creek Road and Hidden 
Valley Drive before being relo-
cated to the museum property 
in 1991. 

• Behind-the-scenes and 
preservation: Volunteer Kitty 
Sue Schlink will share insights 
into what it takes to maintain 
and operate the museum’s his-
toric ten-stamp ore crushing 
mill, while Kathy Tuley and 
Gwen Harwood will teach 
guests how to preserve their own 
family heirlooms. 

• Community partners: 
Representatives from the Girl 
Scouts Arizona Cactus Pine 
Council, local business Desert 
Mermaid and others, will an-
swer questions, talk about up-
coming events and offer make-
and-take activities for the kids.

The 56-year-old museum’s 
mission is to preserve the arti-
facts of the prehistory, history, 
culture and legacy of the Cave 
Creek Mining District and the 
Cave Creek/Carefree foothills 
area through education, re-
search, and interpretive exhib-
its. The Cave Creek Museum is 
located at 6140 E. Skyline Dr. 
The museum is open from Octo-
ber through May. 

For more information call the 
museum at 480-488-2764 or 
visit cavecreekmuseum.org.

Cave Creek Museum to open season with family-friendly event

Cave Creek Museum in-house artisan Paul Diefenderder will host a branding activity during a family-friendly 
event on Oct. 17 at the museum. (Courtesy of Fran Booth)

http://cavecreekmuseum.org
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THINGS TO DO

Blessing of the Animals
About: 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 3 at 
Black Mountain United Church of 
Christ, 30600 N. Scottsdale Road, 
Scottsdale
Info: Celebrate the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of 
animals, with the church’s Blessing 
of the Animals service. All residents 
are welcome, as are their leashed 
pets. Every animal will receive a 
personal blessing and treat. Cider, 
donuts, and water will be made 
available.
Web: bmucc.org

Fall League  
Baseball Exhibit
About: Oct. 3-Nov. 15 at Scottsdale 
Stadium, 7408 E. Osborn Road, 
Scottsdale,
Info: An exhibit that celebrates 
baseball moments in history opens 
in October at Scottsdale Stadium. 

The exhibit will be accessible during 
Fall League games and other selected 
dates.
Web: experiencescottsdale.com

Farmers Market  
North Scottsdale
About: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. every Saturday 
at 10428 E. Jomax Road, Scottsdale
Info: Every week find farmers, 
bakers, makers, and creative folks of 
all kinds sharing what they love to 
do.
Web: farmersmarket-
northscottsdale.com

ariZoni Theatre Arts 
Awards of Excellence 
Annual Ceremony
About: 5:30 & 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
6 at Virginia G. Piper Theater, Center 
For The Performing Arts, 7380 E. 
2nd St., Scottsdale

Info: The ariZoni Theatre 
Association’s annual awards 
ceremony celebrates excellence 
in Arizona theater. The youth 
ceremony will begin at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the adult ceremony at 8 
p.m.
Web: arizoniawards.net

Scottsdale Symphonic 
Orchestra
About: 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11 at 
Virginia G. Piper Theater, Center For 
The Performing Arts, 7380 E. 2nd 
St., Scottsdale
Info: Scottsdale Symphonic 
Orchestra kicks off its season with 
“Roots and Rhythm.” Internationally 
acclaimed violinist Sicong Chen 
takes center stage in Edgar Meyer’s 
Violin Concerto.
Web: 
scottsdalesymphonicorchestra.org

Halloween Spooktacular 
Hot Air Balloon Festival
About: 5 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday, Oct. 23-25 at Salt River 
Fields at Talking Stick, 7555 N. Pima 
Road, Scottsdale
Info: This family-friendly 
Halloween festival features 
illuminated hot air balloons, trick-
or-treating, costume contests and 
seasonal entertainment. Guests 
can enjoy a children’s activity area, 
inflatable attractions and tethered 
balloon rides, weather permitting. 
Tickets are required
Web: azspooktacular.com

EEK! At the Peak
About: 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
Pinnacle Peak Park, 26802 N. 102nd 
Way, Scottsdale
Info: A free family event featuring 

There are several Halloween-themed events around town this month, 
including the Halloween Spooktacular Hot Air Balloon Festival, BOO! 

Arizona, the Scottsdale Zombie Crawl, Casino Arizona’s Halloween 
Bash, the Pho-kin’ Halloween Bash, and the Family Fun AZ Halloween 

Bash. (Metro Creative Connection)
The Scottsdale Symphonic Orchestra kicks off its season with “Roots and Rhythm” on Oct. 11 at the Virginia G. Piper Theater. 

(Courtesy Wikimedia Commons)

• See Things To Do on page 16

http://bmucc.org
http://experiencescottsdale.com
http://farmersmarket-northscottsdale.com
http://farmersmarket-northscottsdale.com
http://arizoniawards.net
http://scottsdalesymphonicorchestra.org
http://azspooktacular.com
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ELF and all related characters and elements © & ™ New Line Productions, Inc. 

A Christmas tradition loved by families for 24 
years arrives in the desert, bringing Elf™ to life 
in a breathtaking frozen world. 

Nov. 18 - Jan. 3 
JWDesertRidgeChristmas.com

Christmas

The Easiest

Wrap Up
Way to
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costume contests, nature craft 
stations, and more. Registration 
required.
Web: community.scottsdaleaz.gov/
scaz

BOO! Arizona
About: 6 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 30-31 at WestWorld 
of Scottsdale, 16601 N. Pima Road, 
Scottsdale
Info: This two-night Halloween 
electronic dance music festival 
features DJs, multiple stages, 
roaming performers and large-
scale art installations. The event 
is open to ages 18 and older, with 
VIP areas and alcohol service 
restricted to guests 21 and older. 
Single-day and two-day tickets are 
available.
Web: arizona.boo-halloween.com

Scottsdale Zombie Crawl
About: 7 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 30-31, participating 
bars and nightclubs in Old Town 
Scottsdale
Info: Halloween revelers can dress 
in costume and visit participating 
Old Town bars and nightclubs 
during this two-night bar crawl. 
The event advertises drink specials, 
entertainment and access to 
participating venues for wristband 
holders. Tickets are listed at $20.
Web: scottsdalezombiecrawl.com

Casino Arizona Halloween 
Bash
About: 8 p.m.-midnight, Saturday, 
Oct. 31 at Casino Arizona, 524 N. 
92nd St., Scottsdale
Info: Casino Arizona hosts a 
Halloween celebration featuring 
live entertainment by Superhero 
Band, a DJ and drink specials. 
Guests can participate in a costume 

contest advertising $5,000 in prizes. 
Admission is free, and attendees 
must be 21 or older.
Web: hunthalloween.com

Pho-kin’ Halloween Bash
About: 7:20 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31 
at Pho Cao, 7436 E. McDowell Road, 
Scottsdale
Info: Pho Cao hosts a Halloween 
rock and metal concert featuring St. 
Madness, Torso, Lost Dutchman, 
Blood Feud Family Singers and 
Simply Chaotic. Costumes are 
encouraged, with admission priced 
at $5 for guests in costume and $10 
without. The event is open to all 
ages.
Web: hunthalloween.com

Family Fun AZ  
Halloween Bash
About: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 31 at Arizona Boardwalk, 9500 
E. Via de Ventura, Scottsdale
Info: Arizona Boardwalk hosts a 
free family Halloween celebration 
featuring trick-or-treating, 
carnival games, face painting, 
live entertainment and shopping. 
Children 18 and younger can 
participate in a costume contest 
offering $1,000 in total cash prizes. 
Admission and event activities are 
free.
Web: azboardwalk.com/events/
free-halloween-bash

Things To Do
• From page 14

Look for a Fall League Baseball Exhibit Oct. 
3-Nov. 15 at Scottsdale Stadium. (Photo pro-
vided by Major League Baseball-Arizona Fall 
League)

http://community.scottsdaleaz.gov/scaz
http://community.scottsdaleaz.gov/scaz
http://arizona.boo-halloween.com
http://scottsdalezombiecrawl.com
http://hunthalloween.com 
http://hunthalloween.com
http://azboardwalk.com/events/free-halloween-bash
http://azboardwalk.com/events/free-halloween-bash
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VOCAL SCHOLARSHIP AUDITIONS
$200 to $600 award to winners, thanks to Kiwanis Club of Carefree

Saturday, October 24th • 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Desert Mission United Methodist Church, 7373 E. Dixileta Drive, Scottsdale

Open to students grates 7-12 residing in Cave Creek Unified and Deer Valley Unified School Districts.

Visit upscalesingers.com/scholarship-information for more info. Online registration begins Oct. 1.

http://www.turquoisecircuitfinalsrodeo.com
http://upscalesingers.com
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By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
on Sept, 15 approved a resolution 
to amend its current agreement with 
Maricopa County and the manage-
ment of the Spur Cross Ranch Con-
servation Area.

The agreement extends the coun-
ty’s management of Spur Cross to 
2061.

Development Services Director 
Luke Kautzman said the two entities 
have been working on a handshake 
agreement since 2021 to get the 

agreement hammered out.
“While we’ve been working on the 

necessary paperwork to extend this, 
this is something that we’ve been 
working a long time to get done,” 
Kautzman said.

In exchange for managing the con-
servation area, the Town would an-
nually pay Maricopa County to cov-
er costs relating to maintenance and 
staffing, which is currently $216,000 
annually.

One of the parts of the agreement 
is that Cave Creek residents can con-
tinue to access Spur Cross at no cost 

to them.
“You said free? I thought it was a 

dollar a year,” asked council member 
Joe Freedman.

“Well we have an administrative 
cost I guess of a dollar a year at town 
hall,” Kautzman said, which was 
built in the original agreement.

Council member Cynthia Driskell 
asked if there were any significant 
changes to the amended agreement.

“No, we went back and forth on 
a couple of different drafts and end-
ed up with the keep it simple stu-
pid method and just extended it out 

2061,” Kautzman said.
Driskell in making the motion to 

approve was glad to see the agree-
ment extended.

“We were fortunate to be able to 
celebrate the Spur Cross anniversary 
just earlier in the season,” Driskell 
said. “So this is a timely follow up to 
continue that relationship and keep a 
close relationship between the resi-
dents of Cave Creek and share that 
responsibility with the county.”

“We’re grateful to the county for 
their cooperation all these years,” 
Vice Mayor Kathryn Royer added.

AGREEMENT

Cave Creek renews agreement with  
Maricopa County to manage Spur Cross

The Cave Creek Town Council on Sept, 15 approved a resolution to amend its current agreement with Maricopa County and the management of the Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area. Spur Cross is 2,154 
acres of preserved land that was dedicated on Jan. 9, 2001 and celebrated its 25th anniversary on Jan. 9, 2026. (Independent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)
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Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of Roofing

602-743-3175

www.almeidaroofing.comwww.almeidaroofing.com
Licensed • Bonded • InsuredLicensed • Bonded • Insured • • ROC #215758 ROC #215758

FREE Roof Inspections THANKS FOR THE VOTES -
Best of Peoria!

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
approved a pair of amended agree-
ments with GHD Inc. on Sept. 15 for 
repairs with the water system in Cave 
Creek.

The first agreement, for an amount 
not to exceed $69,361, allows the 
Pall membrane filters, which were 
installed from 2019 through 2024, 
to become a permanent part of the 
treatment process. 

The permits for the Pall mem-
branes expired in 2024, according to 
Utilities Director Shawn Kreuzwi-
esner.

“So what we have in front of you 
right now is a scope of work where 
there’s been a lot of work done al-
ready,” Kreuzwiesner said. “So, 
what actually in the second phase 
of the work, they actually had to go 

through alternatives. That was part of 
the evaluation to prove that the Pall 
membrane units in their current con-
figuration in the trailers at the back 
side of the site was the best.”

The town staff and GHD have 
held several meetings, and now have 
received clear direction from Marico-
pa County Environmental Services 
Department as to what improvements 
will be required at the Water Treat-
ment Plant. 

The contract amendment will pro-
vide the funding to allow GHD to 
prepare the final design for submittal 
to MCESD.

The second agreement with GHD, 
for an amount not to exceed $40,939, 
is in reference to services associated 
with the repair of a 10-inch sewer line 
crossing Andorra Hills Wash. 

During the design phase of the 
project, Maricopa County Flood 

Control requested that a scour anal-
ysis be completed prior to a permit 
being issued for the work, which was 
not included in the original scope of 
work for the project.

“Why is it taking so long? Partly 
because of some of the other issues 
we’ve had to deal with, including the 
failure of the Rancho Manana force 
main a few years ago,” Kreuzwiesner 

said. “The funding that was actually 
put in the CIP two years ago for this 
project got consumed by that project. 
So we were paused by that in order 
to get those emergency repairs done.

“I’d like to complete this project 
with GHD,” Kreuzwiesner added. 
“We’ve reached out to the county to 
re-engage them. They would like us 
to do what a scour analysis. We want 
to prove that what we’re doing is not 
going to impact and cause more scour 
damaging uh to this wash.”

Council member Tom McGuire 
asked if there would be any interrup-
tion in service with the scour analysis.

“No,” Kreuzwiesner said. “Our 
thought would be because it’s not just 
like a sewer lining project which we 
can do with back trucks for the day, 
this will probably require a bypass 
pump. So we’ll have to set up a pump, 
and pump around the operation.”

AMENDMENT

Cave Creek approves pair of amended agreements for water services

Cave Creek Town Utilities Director Shawn 
Kreuzwiesner, left, speaks at a town hall to dis-
cuss Cave Creek’s water issues Jan. 6, 2026. (In-
dependent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)
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Creek holds both a Municipal and 
Industrial subcontract and a Non-In-
dian Agricultural subcontract.

Beginning in 2027, Cave Creek 
will no longer have access to the 
Non-Indian Agricultural water.

The central challenge facing Cave 
Creek is its heavy reliance on outside 
sources. Nearly 95% of the town’s 
water supply comes directly from the 
Colorado River. 

When mandatory cuts to the Cen-
tral Arizona Project allocation be-
came imminent, officials braced for 
impact. 

“We’ve been anticipating a 20% 
cut, balancing everything around a 
20% cut,” Kreuzwiesner said. ” CAP 
has told us for next year through their 
manipulation of the system they’re 
actually going to be able to reach that 
down to 14% for next year.”

Natalie Mast, Water Resources 
and Planning Manager with Cen-
tral Arizona Project talked about the 
struggles to get down to a number 
that was manageable for everyone 
who takes water from CAP.

“We were expecting about a 10 
percent reduction to the tribal pool ... 
and about a 14 percent reduction to 
the M&I priority CAP water,” Mast 
said. “When we calculate reductions 
to M&I, for example, we look at it at 
the pool level. We get everyone’s wa-
ter order in on October 1st, and that 
tells us how much total water every-
one’s trying to get in that M&I pool.”

Compounding the supply issue is 
the vulnerability of the town’s deliv-
ery infrastructure. 

Cave Creek depends on a single 
12.5-mile pipeline running along 
Cave Creek Road with four inline 
booster stations to feed its treatment 
plant. 

“Anything goes wrong with any 

of those components means we 
can’t produce water for the system,” 
Kreuzwiesner said. “The system 
has so many single points of failure. 
That’s critical.” 

To build resiliency, the town is 
pursuing key interconnections, such 
as a major distribution link with the 
City of Phoenix, as well as short-
term water exchange agreements 
with neighboring municipalities like 
Peoria and Surprise.

“I want to make sure everybody’s 
aware of it’s not adding to our water 
resources, but it gives us a connec-
tion to a distribution system that we 
currently don’t have,” Kreuzwiesner 
said of the Phoenix Interconnect.  
“Once the City of Phoenix Intercon-
nect is up, that gives us another way 
of getting water into the system. 

“It doesn’t fully replace our need 
for the treatment plant, but having 
some water come in through Phoe-
nix, then filling their reservoir and 

distributing a system is huge, which I 
don’t have right now,” Kreuzwiesner 
added.

Cave Creek has also taken the step 
of working on water exchange credit 
agreements with other municipalities 
to ensure they have an adequate wa-
ter supply going forward.

Recently, the town completed an 
agreement with Peoria to exchange 
water credits for wet water, and an 
agreement is in the works with Sur-
prise for a similar agreement.

“This question started a couple 
years ago through some regional 
agency cooperation, where all three 
agencies were all part of the Bartlett 
Dam project, and we actually started 
talking at the staff level,” Kreuzwi-
esner said. “There was a discussion 
about how do we get access to our 
stored CAP supplies.

“Most of it was going into origi-
nally into the Hieroglyphics facility, 
which is in north Surprise,” Kreuzwi-

esner added. “It was through the or-
ganization that Peoria reached out to 
and said ‘You want to put some water 
here, and then maybe we can change 
agreements.’”

Cave Creek shifted its credits 
around through multiple permits 
with multiple agencies to get it done.

“I’ll give credit to the state agen-
cies,” Kreuzwiesner said. “They 
came up with some unique solutions 
for us to help us bridge this gap.”

To ensure continuity of supply, 
Cave Creek has taken lead steps in 
coordinating with CAP and the Ar-
izona Water Banking Authority to 
recover stored water credits and im-
plement water exchange agreements. 

“Cave Creek was the very first en-
tity that came to us for one of those 
agreements,” Mast said. “They have 
been extremely proactive about mak-
ing sure that they would have the 
types of agreements in place in or-

This chart, shown to resident at a June 17 Town Hall meeting, shows where Cave Creek could have shortage of water to its customers by 2034. (Courtesy 
of the Town of Cave Creek)

Water
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

• See Shortage on page 25
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In 30 Minutes I Had a Plan for My Shoulder Pain that 
Didn’t Require Surgery or Pills

By Shoulder Pain Expert, Dr. Matthew 
Hernandez, Ethos Integrative Medicine

“I was losing sleep. I couldn’t get 
comfortable at night and would wake 
up constantly. That was the most frus-
trating part. Everything I was told to 
do was not helping… the pain was only 
getting worse.”

Tim, 46, came to us aft er exhaust-
ing every option outside of surgery. A 
competitive volleyball player, ener-
getic entrepreneur, and father to two 
boys, Tim took pride in his active 
lifestyle and was determined to fi nd a 
solution for his shoulder pain.  

Ice packs and heat compresses 
were no longer helpful, and relying on 
pain-pills was not an option he want-
ed to take. He committed to physical 
therapy for several weeks with little 

impact, tried dry needling and corti-
sone injections without success, and 
was ultimately told by multiple doctors 
to stop all activity that aggravated his 
arm. Tim had done everything his 
insurance allowed but was still stuck at 
square one.

What The Other Doctors Missed…
Tim had fallen into what we call 

“The Gap”— where insurance-based 
care cycles with no end in sight, 
surgery isn’t an option, and waiting 
for the pain to get worse seems like 
the only choice. Most providers only 
look for what they know how to treat. 
But our comprehensive ‘Deep Dive’ 
approach and expertise allowed us to 
bridge that gap for Tim.

Using a detailed pain profi le, 
32-point shoulder inspection, MSK 

ultrasound scan, and diagnostic injec-
tion, we were able to confi rm Tim’s 
SC Joint injury and quickly develop 
a targeted treatment plan to heal the 
damaged tissue.

A Comprehensive Solution, NO Surgery 
or Pills

In just 4 weeks, the pain improved 
signifi cantly, allowing Tim to regain 
his range of motion, sleep soundly at 
night, and return to the sport he loves:

“My body is performing better than 
before, and I have resumed playing 
volleyball — something I didn’t think 
I would ever be able to do again! If 
you’re tired of the ‘just hope for the 
best’ from many in the medical fi eld, 
and want a complete set of options, 
Ethos Integrative Medicine is the 
place to go.”

Your Next Step: The Deep Dive for a Pain-
Free Shoulder

You’re one step away from a pain-
free shoulder, too! Imagine being 
able to comfortably sleep in your side 
again, play catch with your kid, or put 
on a t-shirt without pain…

Call 480-573-6171 to schedule 
your Deep Dive with our specialists at 
Ethos Integrative Medicine and scan 
the �R code to access our free report, 
“Shoulder 
SOS: The 
Expert 
Guide to 
Decoding 
Your Pain.”

Sponsored Content

EXPERIENCE THE FREEDOM
OF A PAIN-FREE SHOULDER:

1. Ethos Pain Profile: Identifying the specific characteristics of your pain 
is the first step to pinpointing exactly where it’s coming from.

2. 32-Point Shoulder Inspection: We thoroughly inspect the movements 
causing pain, taking us one step closer to eliminating your discomfort.

3. Precision Shoulder Scan: Our advanced in-office MSK ultrasound scan 
provides a detailed, real-time view of your shoulder’s structures.

4. Ethos Pain Map: A diagnostic injection to confirm the source of pain.

5. Easy-To-Understand Explanation: No complex terms — Just an honest 
breakdown of your diagnosis, and a personalized strategy to achieve relief.

6. Leave You Better Promise: If by the end of the visit you do not have a 
better understanding of your pain or what your options are moving forward 
we will give you a full refund on your visit.

Get Out Of Pain TODAY: Call 480-573-6171 to Get Started 
with your Deep Dive at Ethos Integrative Medicine!

We recycle buildings.

www.resnp.org
A 501(c)3 Organization

(480) 678-2346

info@resnp.org

http://www.ethosscottsdale.com
http://www.ethosscottsdale.com
http://www.repurposedenvironmentalsolutions.org
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THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet  
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Cave Creek Town Council 
approved a hybrid traffic measure for 
Cave Creek Road at the intersections 
of Rancho Mañana Road and Spur 
Cross Road on Sept. 1.

The measure, approved on a 4-3 
roll call vote, will have a traffic calm-
ing lane on Cave Creek at Rancho 
Mañana, and a full four-way stop at 
Cave Creek and Spur Cross Road.

The 4-3 vote came after a proposal 
by Y2K Engineering to suggest using 
traffic calming lanes at both Rancho 
Mañana and Spur Cross fell in a 5-2 
vote.

The proposal now goes from the 
concept phase to the design phase, 
where staff will come back with a 
recommendation and costs for the 

hybrid option before installation.
The hybrid proposal, which came 

from council member Joe Freed-
man and amended by council mem-
ber Dusty Rhoades, was geared at 
slowing traffic going westbound on 
Cave Creek headed towards Ran-
cho Mañana to give those at Rancho 
Mañana time to turn and properly 
merge with eastbound Cave Creek 
traffic.

Freedman wanted to have just a 
four-way stop sign at Spur Cross, 
but agreed to Rhoades’ amendment 
to add the calming lane at Rancho 
Mañana.

“A four-way stop sign gives people 
a better chance at getting out at Ran-
cho Mañana and Spur Cross in my 
opinion,” Freedman said.

“My concern with the stop signs 
at Spur Cross is we’re not consider-

ing all the businesses there,” council 
member Cynthia Driskell said. “We 
not only have to worry about people 
crossing the street there, but we have 
to worry about the ingress and egress 
from the businesses there.”

“Stop signs are the most benefi-
cial,” Rhoades said. 

“People are speeding through the 
town and they are almost doing 60 
on westbound Cave Creek. We need 
to find a way to slow them down, 
and I think stop signs are the way to 
go.”

Melissa Gende from Y2K Engi-
neering presented her findings from 
a study conducted, with five sugges-
tions from do nothing, to stop signs, 
to traffic calming lanes, to round-
abouts to access control/median re-
configuration.

While Mayor Robert Morris was 

against the hybrid proposal and for 
the Y2K recommendations, he was 
quickly chastised by Cave Creek res-
ident Joe Toomis when Morris said 
that Rancho Mañana was not a safety 
hazard.

“You’re study doesn’t take into 
account the near-misses that have 
happened in that road,” Toomis said. 
“I’ve had at least four that I can count 
of. Not a safety hazard? You’re com-
pletely wrong there.”

Council member Tom Augher-
ton talked about how much Cave 
Creek Road throughout the town has 
changed over the years.

“We went from a two-lane to four 
lanes and then five after the remov-
al of some of the medians in town,” 
Augherton said. “I beg to the staff 
to figure out how Cave Creek Road 
should function.”

Cave Creek Council approves hybrid traffic measure
TRAFFIC

http://edwardjones.com/cheryl-rebottaro
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Water Conservation Tips with

Cactus Charlie

For more TIPS 
Scan the QR code with your smart phone or visit
cavecreekaz.gov/Water-Conservation

Cactus Charlie

Scan the QR code with your smart phone or visit
cavecreekaz.gov/Water-Conservation

Cactus Charlie

For more TIPS 
Scan the QR code with your smart phone or visit

Shorten your 
shower by 
two minutes & 
you’ll SAVE  
up to150 gallons 
per month.

By Jeff Wendt
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Town of Cave Creek received 
two national awards from the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers Associa-
tion, a government finance profes-
sional organization that represents 
more than 25,000 members across 
North America.

Cave Creek was presented with 
the Distinguished Budget Presen-
tation Award and the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Fi-
nancial Reporting, the highest forms 
of recognition in governmental bud-
geting and accounting.

“Receiving these two nationally 
recognized awards speaks to Cherie 
White’s leadership as the director of 
the Finance Department,” said Town 
Manager Grady Miller in a release. 
“Cherie and her staff work diligently 
to maintain the highest standards of 
fiscal responsibility for the Town.”

White thanked her whole depart-
ment for the job they have done.

“I am grateful for the recognition, 
but these awards truly reflect the 
work of our entire Finance Depart-
ment team,” White said. “Our staff is 
dedicated, detail-oriented, and com-
mitted to excellence every day.  Ev-
ery team member contributes to the 
accuracy, clarity, and professionalism 
of our financial documents.   These 
honors are a testament to their hard 
work and the pride they take in serv-
ing the community.”

The Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
was awarded for the Town’s annual 
comprehensive financial report for 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2025. 
The report was reviewed by an im-
partial panel and judged to meet the 
program’s strict criteria, including 
a commitment to full disclosure and 

clear communication of the Town’s 
financial story.

The Distinguished Budget Presen-
tation Award recognizes the Town’s 
commitment to the highest principles 
of governmental budgeting. To earn 
this honor, Cave Creek’s fiscal year 
2026 budget was evaluated against 
nationally recognized guidelines for 
serving as a policy document, finan-
cial plan, operations guide and com-
munications device.

“These awards are incredibly 
meaningful for the Town of Cave 
Creek,” White said.  “They validate 
our commitment to strong finan-
cial management, transparency, and 
responsible stewardship of public 
funds. Being recognized at a national 
level reinforces that we are meeting 
the highest standards in both bud-
geting and financial reporting, which 
ultimately builds trust with our resi-
dents, businesses, and partners.”

Cave Creek receives national budget 
and financial reporting awards

AWARDS

Town of Cave Creek Finance Director Cherie 
White presents the tentative fiscal year 2027 
budget to the Town Council May 19, 2026. Cave 
Creek was presented with the Distinguished 
Budget Presentation Award and the Certificate 
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Re-
porting, the highest forms of recognition in gov-
ernmental budgeting and accounting. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)
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Attorney
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

es integrity, and someone who can 
build trust.

“It’s very important, even in a 
small town, but larger towns as well, 
you want someone that you can 
communicate with effectively and 
who can provide solutions,” Har-
ris added. “We want someone who 
can review the council agenda, ma-
terials, legal documents, attend the 
council meetings, come to manage-
ment meetings and be very active in 
our process.”

The request for proposals went out 
on Aug. 13. Questions from those 
submitting proposals were due by 
Aug. 24, and the final proposals were 
due on Sept. 17.

From there, a committee, head-
ed by Town Manager Grady Miller, 
and including Deputy Town Manag-
er Teresa Riza and Finance Director 
Cherie White, were to go through 
the applications and select a group of 

semifinalists from that pool of appli-
cations. 

From there, Town Council mem-
bers were part of the group that con-
ducted interviews on Oct. 1 to deter-

mine who will be the choice for the 
new town attorney.

A list of finalists was not available 
by press time.

The council will vote on Oct. 20 

to accept the choice for the new at-
torney.

Mayor Robert Morris asked Har-
ris what she was expecting for the 
number of applications she is expect-
ing for the position.

“Six is what I’m estimating,” Har-
ris said.

Morris followed up by asking how 
many are expected to get through to 
the semifinalist level.

“I would say it could be up to four, 
but I would expect what we’re try-
ing to do is give you three at a min-
imum,” Miller said. “So, we’re not 
going to give you one or two.”

Sims offered his thoughts for the 
next Town Attorney.

“The best way to do it is you’re not 
hiring a firm, you’re hiring a person,” 
Sims said. “That person is your coun-
selor, and you need to hire a person 
who has a wide variety of expertise 
and can counsel you and not lecture 
you. I’ve recommended three differ-
ent firms and people to Grady (Mill-
er). I’m hoping they respond.”

Cave Creek Procurement Administrator Monique Harris talks to the Cave Creek Town Council Sept. 2 
about the process to hire a new town attorney for the retiring Bill Sims. (Bo Larsen/Town of Cave Creek)

Foothills Food Bank to host annual Empty Bowls event
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Foothills Food Bank & Re-
source Center will host its 27th 
annual Empty Bowls Marketplace, 
a North Valley tradition that fo-
cuses on handcrafted bowls to raise 
awareness of hunger in the commu-
nity. 

The event takes place 10:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. Nov. 14 at The Foot-
hills Food Bank & Resource Center, 
located at 4250 E. Carefree Hwy. in 
Cave Creek.

Guests can shop hundreds of 
bowls donated by local artists and 
community members while enjoy-
ing live music, food and raffles.

General admission and parking 

are free. VIP Tickets are available 
for $75 and allows entrants into the 
event 90 minutes prior to the gener-
al public opening. 

VIP entrance begins at 10:30 
a.m., with general public entrance 
beginning at noon.

VIP tickets give early entry to 
get first pick of the best bowls and 
artwork. VIP ticket holders will also 
enjoy complimentary refreshments 
and a more relaxed shopping expe-
rience.

For information on the event, go 
to FoothillsFoodBank.com/Emp-
ty-Bowls.

A couple shows off one of the bowls at last year’s Empty Bowls Marketplace. (Courtesy of the Foothills 
Food Bank & Resource Center)



YourValley.net  |  Cave Creek/Carefree Independent  |  October 2026  25  

COMPLIMENTARY 
ROOF INSPECTIONS 

LOCAL EXPERTS I HONEST SERVICE I NO OBLIGATION 

� 

COMPLIMENTARY $1,500 OFF 
Attic Assessment a Full Roof 

�� -��
FREE UPGRADE 

to a Cool Roof 
System Replacement

Exp: 12/31/26

Cave Creek Town Utilities Director Shawn Kreuzwiesner, left, and consultant Bradley Hill talk during a 
town forum Jan. 6, 2026 on the upcoming strategies to combat a possible water shortage in the town in 
2027. (Independent Newsmedia/Jeff Wendt)

der to meet their wet water needs for 
next year.”

Mayor Robert Morris and May-
or-elect Kathryn Royer, the current 
Vice Mayor, have worked together 
for the past eight years in getting to 
the table to discuss the agreements. 

“I’m so glad that Kathryn got 
elected to succeed me,” Morris said. 
“Kathryn has the contacts within 
the Arizona Department of Water 
Resources and CAP and her back-
ground in water helps.

“It’s almost become a relationship 
business,” Morris added. “To call and 
be able to get meeting in order to get 
it pushed to the forefront is big in our 
industry.”

Cave Creek also changed to an au-
tomated metering infrastructure wa-
ter meter for its customers.

“I didn’t realize how significant 
the advanced metering infrastructure 
would be for us, but I’ve realized that 
that’s probably one of the best things 
that we could do,” Kreuzwiesner 
said. 

“As we move forward, water is go-
ing to be more important for a small 

community like us, and we want ev-
erybody who is using the water, you 
know, to be watchful of it,” Kreuzwi-
esner added.

Morris praised Kreuzwiesner for 
the job he has done working on the 
water situation.

“Shawn has done a wonderful 
job,” Morris said. “Trying to run a 
department and managing a capital 
budget, I couldn’t be more happier of 
the job he has done.”

The next thing on Cave Creek’s 
agenda is to update it drought man-
agement plan.

“Conservation, specifically out-
door use of water has to be at the front 
and center,” Morris said. “People are 
learning to conserve on the inside use, 
We just have to have a stronger con-
servation program.” 

“The drought is not overnight,” 
Kreuzwiesner said. “Over 27 years 
into the drought, Overall, I think I’m 
hearing it more than the news media, 
but I think I’m more alert to that.

“But yeah, how do we get the av-
erage citizen to understand that?” 
Kreuzwiesner added. “You know, 
you just can’t turn on your faucet 
when you want to. This is a resource 
that we have to manage for every-
body.”

Shortage
• From page 20

FROM THE COVER

http://hailcoroofing.com
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HVAC & Plumbing

Duct Cleaning

SERVICES INCLUDE

Dryer Vent Cleaning
Home Concierge

YOUR LOCAL HOME SERVICE EXPERTS

ASK ABOUT OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS!

HVAC: ROC 356188, Plumbing: ROC 355687

With a combined 45
years of experience,
our team of ski l led
technicians is
dedicated to
delivering personable,
professional service 
at a fair  price.  

As a family-owned and
operated business,  
we take pride in our
roots and strive to
provide the very best
service to al l  our
clients.

fourseasonshs.com480-489-3210
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✨ ELEVATE YOUR HOME COMFORT
Upgrade to a premium, whisper‑quiet HVAC system for 
AS LITTLE AS $118/MONTH — that’s just $4 a day for 

year‑round luxury. Transform 
your home into the sanctuary it 
was meant to be.

Your home should feel as 
luxurious as it looks. Upgrade to a 
high‑efficiency HVAC system that 
delivers silent performance, pure 
air, and perfect temperature — 

all starting at $118/month.

✨ A FRESH START  
AFTER EVERY HVAC INSTALL 

✨ We don’t just upgrade your 
comfort — we respect your home. 
Every HVAC installation includes a 
COMPLIMENTARY LIGHT HOUSE 
CLEANING, ensuring your space is left 
spotless, tidy, and ready to enjoy.

HVAC & Plumbing

Duct Cleaning

SERVICES INCLUDE

Dryer Vent Cleaning
Home Concierge

YOUR LOCAL HOME SERVICE EXPERTS

ASK ABOUT OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS!
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As a family-owned and
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provide the very best
service to al l  our
clients.

fourseasonshs.com480-489-3210

Ask Us How You Can SAVE 15% 
For Your Friends & Family

CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

CLUES ACROSS
1. Difficult
5. Coarsely ground corn
9. A group of similar things 	
	 ordered one after another
11. Loved Romeo
13. Something to solve
15. Pelvic areas
16. Informal debt instrument
17. Ineffective
19. A device attached to a 	
	 workbench
21. Related on the mother’s side
22. “Fresh Prince of __ Air”
23. Astronomer Sagan
25. C. Utah city
26. Turkey
27. Informal terms for money
29. Awakens
31. Those who favored
	 Prohibition
33. Blabbed
34. Looked through
36. Rhode Island rebellion
38. A type of “cast”
39. One’s duty
41. Where golfers begin

43. Make a mistake
44. Semitic Sun god
46. Ancient Greek City
48. Removed someone’s head
52. A place to stay
53. Unwise
54. Most unnatural
56. “Dennis” is a notable one
57. Ointments
58. Examination
59. Leaked fluid

CLUES DOWN
1. Brave
2. A state of excitement
3. Jest at
4. Sandwich store
5. Chapter of the Koran
6. Dismounted from a horse
7. Small vehicle
8. Irked
9. A disreputable man
10. Monetary unit of Samoa
11. A list of woes
12. Weight unit
14. Alone, single
15. Broadway legend Bernadette

18. Monetary unit of Serbia
20. Worn by exposure to the 	
	 weather
24. A body of traditions
26. Students seek one
28. Hydrophilic amino acid
30. Nasal mucus
32. Branch of U.S. Congress
34. Swinish
35. Russian assembly
37. Grant an exemption to
38. Set up in advance
40. Satisfy
42. Felt
43. Mild yellow Dutch cheese 	
	 made in balls
45. Witnesses
47. Strong insects
49. Gasteyer and de Armas are 	
	 two
50. One of an ancient people 	
	 inhabiting Scotland
51. Cheerless
55. Unhealthy

 SOLUTION ON PAGE 30



YourValley.net  |  Cave Creek/Carefree Independent  |  October 2026  27  

FUN BY THE NUMBERS
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku.  

This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked  
from the moment you square off, so sharpen  

your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid,  

broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku,  
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row,  

column and box. Each number can appear only  
once in each row, column and box. You can figure  

out the order in which the numbers will appear  
by using the numeric clues already provided  
in the boxes. The more numbers you name,  

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SOLUTION ON PAGE 30

SUDOKU BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

I am a singer born in 
Connecticut on October 

16, 1977. I worked for 
more than a year as a gas 
station attendant to afford 

a guitar from a famous 
player. My debut album 
reached multi-platinum 

status. Though I'm an 
accomplished singer, I may 

be better known for my 
guitar skills. 

Answer: John Mayer

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

your news   your way

One price, endless news

Rearrange the letters to 
spell something pertaining 

to small business.

Answer: Invest
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Sharon 
“Sherrie” 

Wilson 
Walton

May 22, 1942 – 
August 15, 2026

On August 15, 2026, 
I said goodbye to the 
love of my life. Sherrie 
passed away peacefully 

and without pain in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, 
after a brief but heroic 
battle with bone cancer. 
For 58 wonderful years, 
she was my co-pilot, my 
strength, and my best 
friend.

Born in Des Moines, 
Iowa, Sherrie attended 
Drake University before 
following her adventur-
ous spirit into aviation 
at age 20. She began as 
a stewardess for Braniff 
Airways in Dallas and 
later moved to Seattle 
to fly the Lockheed 
Constellation for Pacific 
Northern Airlines to 
Alaska, a land and 
people she grew to love 
deeply. That was where 
our story truly began—
on my very first flight 

with PNA to Kodiak, 
Alaska. I fell in love with 
her grace and love for 
life. We were married 
in Hawaii in July 1968, 
embarking on a life rich 
in family, service, and 
extraordinary adventure. 
Sherrie remained in the 
airline industry until 
retiring from Western 
Airlines in 1975.

Sherrie’s heart 
belonged entirely to 
her family. Together, 
we adopted our two 
beautiful daughters from 
Thailand and a son from 
Iowa. She immersed 
herself in every moment 
of their lives — cheering 
at soccer games, sitting 
through cheerleading 
practices, helping with 
homework, and walking 

the fairways during 
Jr. PGA tournaments. 
When our family grew, 
she poured that same 
fierce, tender love into 
being a grandmother to 
Victoria, John, Peyton, 
Cameron, Karson, Paris, 
and Blake.

In 1975, we moved to 
Scottsdale, living along a 
green golf course before 
settling in Cave Creek 
in 1987 so Sherrie could 
have her horses. She 
had a wonderful gift for 
thoughtful gestures. For 
our second wedding 
anniversary, she bought 
me a Stearman aircraft 
project — a labor of love 
we worked on and flew 
together for 44 years, 
later a gold placer claim 
in Arizona.

Sherrie had a deep, 
protective love for 
animals and children. 
She spent 17 years with 
the Maricopa County 
Sheriff’s Office Mounted 
Search and Rescue, 
frequently riding her 
Mustang, Cheyenne, 
through the trails of 
the National Forest 
north of Phoenix. Her 
courage saved lives: she 
provided emergency 
medical aid to a woman 
crushed under a horse 
and heroically located 
a young boy lost in 
northern Arizona during 
the dead of winter.

Even with a full heart 
at home, she never 
stopped learning or giv-
ing back. Sherrie earned 
a degree in Archaeology, 

volunteered with the 
Phoenix Art Museum, 
Kiwanis of Carefree, 
and the BLM Mustang 
program, and shared 
the world with us on 
family journeys across 
America, Thailand, 
Korea, Europe, Russia, 
and England.

Sherrie had an 
extraordinary knack for 
making lifelong friends 
wherever she stepped. 
She is survived by her 
husband, Michael; 
daughters Kimberly 
Emminger and Tanya 
(Jack) Maixner; and her 
seven grandchildren. 
She lived fully, loved 
deeply, and left a legacy 
of courage, warmth, and 
joy that will stay with us 
forever.

In loving memory of 

Jacqueline 
Mae Davis, 

October 10, 1937 – 
August 10, 2026  

Jacky Davis, beloved 
wife, mother, grand-
mother, and dear friend 
to many, passed away in 
her home in Cave Creek 
on August 10, 2026.  
Born to John and Mildred 
Kennedy in Des Moines, 

Iowa, the middle daughter 
of three, she moved with 
her family to Sunnyslope, 
Arizona during elementary 
school. She met Gary 
Davis, her future husband, 
at Sunnyslope High 
School where they became 
sweethearts. She was 
a high school English 
teacher when she married 
Gary in 1962. They had 
three children and made 
Cave Creek their home.  

Jacky was passionate 
about the community and 
conserving the desert. 
She was on the 1986 
Cave Creek Incorporation 
Committee, and then 
served as the first elected 
Mayor from 1987-1991, 
dedicating her time, vision, 
and heart to Cave Creek. 
She then became active in 
the Desert Foothills Land 
Trust paving the way for 

the conservation of Spur 
Cross and the Jewel of 
the Creek. Jacky was a 
20-year volunteer at the 
Desert Botanical Garden.  

Jacky’s legacy is one 
of service, perseverance, 
and love for the desert. 
She loved being outdoors, 
reading, hiking, gardening, 
and walking her dog. 
Her warmth, generosity, 
and steadfast presence 
will be remembered by 
all who had the privilege 
of knowing her. She is 
lovingly survived by her 
husband, Gary, her three 
children (Jeremy, Anna 
and husband Vince, 
and Megan) and three 
granddaughters (Allison, 
Olivia, and Annika). 

To honor Jacky, 
memorials may be made to 
the Desert Foothills Land 
Trust at dflt.org.

Nancy 
Hoard Glenn

Nancy Hoard Glenn was born 
on April 14, 1938, in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin to Hal and Betty Hoard.  
Nancy was the great granddaughter 
of William Dempster Hoard, who 
was the governor of Wisconsin. 
Starting at age 6, she began 
riding English at Joy Farm. Every 
Saturday she rode in an indoor 
arena, sunshine, rain or snow. She 
developed very fine riding habits 
which remained throughout her 
life. At 13 years old Nancy’s family 
moved to a dryer climate.  Arizona!!

They ended up between 
Camelback and Mummy 

Mountain in a home with a barn 
and corral.  Nancy had her own 
horse and was happy. After her 
sophomore year at Scottsdale High 
School, she joined the first class of 
girls to attend Judson School for 
boys.  She was an accomplished 
tennis player and played on the 
boy’s tennis team.That must have 
been interesting when the Judson’s 
tennis team played against another 
boys’ team from Tucson and 
showed up with a girl on their team 
and she usually won her match.

Nancy loved to dance and when 
she was on the dance floor all eyes 
were on her.  

She was the boss’s secretary at 
Coldwell Banker where she met her 
husband to be-Bob Glenn. They 
were married for 54 years spending 
a wonderful life together. They had 
a ranch with horses and Rhodesian 
Ridge Back dogs. Nancy would 
show both horses and dogs. She 
was at Westminster dog show at 
Madison Square Garden when her 
dog Dagga won best of breed.

Nancy also had a beautiful 
soprano voice and enjoyed singing 
in many choirs in the valley over 
the years. She was a beloved 

member of the Desert Foothills 
Lutheran Church Sanctuary Choir 
for more than fifteen years.

Nancy was special. If you 
met her, you felt like you had 
known her for a long time. She 
was beautiful inside and out. She 
was confidant, full of wisdom and 
support, always thinking of others 
before herself.

Nancy wrote a note recently:
When you think of me, think 

of the laughter and glorious fun 
we all had together! Remember 
how much I treasured knowing 
you and how much I loved life. 
Try to capture the present moment 
and make every second count. 
Spread God’s love every hour of 
every day-it will come back to 
you 100-fold. He is the answer to 
everything. May God Bless You 
Forever. Nancy.

Nancy’s service will be held 
at Desert Foothills Lutheran 
Church, 29305 N Scottsdale Road, 
Scottsdale, AZ  85266, on October 
7th at 1:00pm.

Rather than flowers, please 
make a donation in Nancy’s name 
to Hospice of the Valley or Foothills 
Caring Corps.
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Office Space
LIMITED TIME

SPECIAL
3 ROOMS FOR THE 

PRICE OF 2
See details at

unionhillscentre.com

1, 2 & 3 Room 
Suites Available

UNION HILLS 
OFFICE SUITES 

N.E. Corner of 32nd St. 
and E. Union Hills Dr.

unionhillscentre.com

AC/Heating

Desert Foothills

480-595-0938

Local Family Owned and Operated

www.desertfoothillsac.com

Specialties Include:
• All Makes and Models
• Service and Repairs
• Installations
• Air Conditioning Units
• Furnaces
• Split Systems
• Heating Pumps
• Package Units
• Mini Splits

Air Conditioning and Heating

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Cleaning

SYLVIA'S
CLEANING

Residential
Cleaning

--MMoonntthhllyy  **OOnnee  ttiimmee
--SSeeaassoonnaall  rreennttaallss

--MMoovvee  IInn  //  MMoovvee  OOuutt
--IInncceennttiivveess  ooffffeerreedd

660022--337777--22882222

Cleaning

Computers

DO YOU DREAD
UNPLUGGING

YOUR COMPUTER?

I Come Straight to Your
Home or Business! 

Over 40 Years Reliable Local Service
Patient, clear help — no tech jargon!

SERVING SUN CITY & SUN CITY WEST 

PC & Mac Repairs / Tune-Ups•

Virus/Malware Removal & Security•

Wi-Fi, Internet & Printers•

New Setups & Data Transfer•

Smart TV & Tech Assistance•

MARK GOGAN

480-720-0233
www.affordable-help.com
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SERVING DESERT HILLS, CAVE CREEK, CAREFREE & N. SCOTTSDALE

ESP
Floor Covering LLC
Tile
Hardwood
Laminates
LVT & LVP
Carpet

Sales ~ Installations
Repairs ~ Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the 

Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide

40+Yrs Exp
HOA & PORA Listed

Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995
Licensed~Bonded~Insured 

ROC# 275244

Floor Coverings

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SELL IT NOW
PLACE AN AD  

888-665-3848

YARD SALE?
Call 

888-665-3848
to drive traffic there

To Place
Your Classified

1
Call 888-665-3848

Call us!

2
iniclassads@iniusa.org

Email us!

iniusa.org/classifieds
Take advantage of our

self-service option by placing
the ad yourself online.

All ads will appear online.
There’s a nominal charge
to have your ad appear in

the newspaper.

 

Our friendly team members will
be happy to assist you in placing
your advertisement in any of our 

community newspapers throughout
the Valley. Garage sales ads.

Auto for sale. Help wanted and 
more! Call us for assistance.

Office hours:
9am-4pm Monday-Thursday.

Ads can be emailed to us as 
well. Private party and/or 

business ads are welcome and 
our staff will get back to you 
quickly on pricing and other 

information.

3Place Your 
ad ONLINE

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call the Independent at

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Classified doesn’t cost... It Pays!
For information, Call the Independent at

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Garage Doors
LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables

Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors

Garage Door Openers
New Construction

Automatic Gate Motors

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

GARAGE DOOR 
REPAIR

480-451-1931

24 Hour

Service

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS ADROC 222636

Handyman
HANDYMAN

Home Repair
Specialist

Electrical, Ceiling
Fans, Disposals,
Drywall Repair,

Plumbing & More!

FREE ESTIMATES

Serving Cave
Creek 25+ Years

CALL PAUL
480-575-1156

45+ Years
Experience

No job too small, 
I can do it all!

Handyman
MANNY’S

HOME REPAIRS
& REMODELING

Roof Tile & Coating

Electrical - Plumbing

Framing – Carpentry

Block walls – Stucco

Concrete – Iron Work

Flooring – Drywall

Doors – Windows

Pavers & more

No Job Too Small

480-307-0134
ROC# 350621

Handyman

JON NYREN
CARPENTRY &
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

480-353-6469

• REPAIRS
• ELECTRIC  
• PAINTING  
• DRYWALL
• HOME WATCH
NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!

30+ Yrs Exp • Fully Insured 
Not a Licensed Contractor

nymanbuildit@gmail.com

Hearing Care

Landscaping

Landscaping

Landscaping

NATURALNATURAL
CHOICECHOICE

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
FULL LANDSCAPE DESIGN
• Residential & Commercial
• HOA Community Specialist
• Block Walls & Pavers
• Irrigation Systems
• Low Voltage Lighting
• Block Walls & Pavers
• Tree Trimming & Installs
• Iron Gates & Fencing
• Hauling & Cleanups

602-295-9198602-295-9198
ROC # 304195 Licensed Bonded Insured

Landscaping

ProfessionalProfessional
Maintenance &Maintenance &
Trimming LLCTrimming LLC

For Your CompleteFor Your Complete
Landscaping Needs!Landscaping Needs!

- 25 Yr Exp.- 25 Yr Exp.
- Pavers- Pavers

- Tree Service- Tree Service
- Sprinklers- Sprinklers

- Maintenance- Maintenance
- One Time Clean Up- One Time Clean Up

We do it ALL!We do it ALL!
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Call FranciscoCall Francisco

602-576-7855602-576-7855

KINGSCAPE
LANDSCAPING

• Lot Cleanups
• Weed Removal 

& Prevention
• Sprinkler Repair
• Tree Trimming
• Rock Spreading

Call/Text Bob
623-297-3763

*Not a licensed contractor

Landscaping

Affordable
Same Day Service!

Joe 480-703-6686
Serving Cave Creek for 35 years

•We Spread Rock
•Sprinkler Repair
•All Landscaping 

Needs

AZ Desert Care

from page 26 & 27
 PUZZLE ANSWERS

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 888-665-3848 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds

 To Advertise 
CALL

888-665-3848

YOU 
CAN’T

AFFORD
 NOT 

TO
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Masonry

AVANTI
ENTERPRISE LLC

Services Include
 Masonry
 Hardscapes
 Tile indoor/out
 Property Mgmt
 Cleanups
 Hauling

CALL AVANTI
480-634-7047

Licensed, Bonded
& Insured

ROC #237212

Serving Cave
Creek 20 Yrs.

Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Painting

Dynamite
CCuussttoomm  PPaaiinnttiinngg

Interior, Exterior,
Re-paint Specialist,

Handyman, 
High Quality

Custom Work done
by Owner
FREE

Estimates
Licensed, 

Bonded, Insured
623-297-1059

ROC#167888

Painting

I offer a genuinely friendly 
and easy-going approach to 
my services, which include:

· Interior & Exterior 
Color Selections

· Interior Textile and 
Décor Selections

· Commercial Property 
Consultations

· Virtual Color Consultations
· Expert Color Matching

· Specialist in HOA Approved 
Exterior Palettes

Call or e-mail today to 
schedule an appointment!

Phone 415.964.3700
jenny@thejoyofcolor.com
www.thejoyofcolor.com

Plumbing

Licensed, Bonded & Insured: AZ ROC 33890
Plumbing Contractor Since 1984

MEP Plumbing
Servicing Cave Creek & Carefree

Matt Evangelista: 480-433-6168

Water Heaters
Drain Cleaning
Sump Pumps
Backflow Testing

Filtration Systems
Toilets & Showers
Garbage Disposals
Well Servicing

Remodeling

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Septic Systems

ADVANCED SEPTIC 
SOLUTIONS

“Family Owned Since 2008”

Please call for FREE Quote!
(623) 473-4769

Septic Certifications
Septic Inspections

Septic Repairs
Septic Installations

AZ State Inspector #14317ITC
AZ R.O.C. #  247028

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
NO HIDDEN CHARGES...

Flat Fees on all
Septic Certifications

www.septicaz.com

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-363-1321 now to

Trucking/Hauling

• Dump Truck Hauling Services
• ¼’’ minus, ABC, Dirt, Sand, 
    Decorative Rock & other 
    Aggregates 
• Direct from Quarry to You
• Formerly known as 
   Jody’s Trucking

Call for Your Next Project
480-689-9705

Windows

CAREFREE
CLARITY

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  WWiinnddooww
CClleeaanniinngg

Luxury Home Specialists
SSeerrvviinngg  LLooccaallllyy  SSiinnccee

11998855
Have that Fresh New

Look Again!
SScchheedduullee  OOnnlliinnee

www.CarefreeClarity.com

480-488-3572
Licensed, Bonded,

Insured

almost
anything

under
the sky!

CALL
888-665-3848

YourValley.net

Advertise 
Today
Call 

888-665-3848
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888-665-3848

 

LET
THEM
KNOW

WHO
YOU
ARE

TODAY
& GET

RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

http://www.thejoyofcolor.com
http://avantitrucking.us
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%

 
O

Plus
Free Installation
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24
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 10/31/26.
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