
By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Four candidates are vying for two 
open seats on the Deer Valley Unified 
School District Governing Board in the 
Nov. 3 general election. David Alvara-
do, Paul Carver, Kristi Cooper and Julie 
Stockwell are seeking four-year terms on 
the five-member board, which oversees 

district policies, budgets and educational 
priorities.

To help voters learn more about the 
candidates and their positions on issues 
facing DVUSD, the Independent asked 
each candidate to respond to five ques-
tions addressing enrollment and atten-
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Sports
Flag football 
QBs dominate 
NW Valley; 18

Community
Girls youth 
lacrosse team 
debuts in 
Arrowhead area; 4

• See Theater on page 16 • See Election on page 5

Candidates address declining 
enrollment, future growth near 
Loop 303 and TSMC, and how 

the district should balance 
both challenges

See each candidate’s answer for one 
question inside on page 5

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For a few years, Arizona Theatre 
Matters has steadily, quietly built up 
its in-person presence as Glendale’s 
only theater company while break-
ing new ground and winning fans the 
world over through its online perfor-
mances.

In February, the locally based the-
ater troupe makes its presence known 
in its home city.

Arizona Theatre Matters will pres-
ent the Glendale International Fringe 
Festival Feb. 12-28, 2027, with six 
productions and 50 performances — 
all free to the public — at Glendale 
Main Library and Foothills Library, 
along with digital broadcast and lives-
tream access.

Jeanmarie Simpson, the founding 
artistic director of Arizona Theatre 
Matters, credited Ivy Jarvis, a pro-
gramming librarian at the main li-
brary, for providing the nonprofit’s 
first permanent home in the main li-

Arizona 
Theatre 

Matters plans 
local festival

http://thefoundryyoga.com/locations/arrowhead
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VOTE ONLY FOR DEBORAH HOWARD  for State Representative, District 27
BY NOVEMBER 3RD.

DEBORAH HOWARD
Real experience. 
Real results.

DeborahHowardAZ.com

IN OFFICE, DEBORAH HOWARD
WILL FIGHT FOR:

A secure water future for every Arizonan 
Better schools for our kids
A lower cost of living for every family
Ending the era of data center giveaways

Arizonan
Community Advocate 
Former AARP Senior Leader 
U.S. Department of Labor Presidential appointee  

Paid for by Deborah Howard for State Representative - LD27. 
Authorized by Deborah Howard.
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O�ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% Off

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires10/31/26.
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Save $600 Every Month. 
For Life.

• Move Before You Need To
• Keep Your Independence
• One Campus, Future Support

Tour The Crossings today. O
er ends October 31.
623-847-3106 | GLENCROFT.COM | 8611 N. 67TH AVE GLENDALE, AZ 85302

Move into select Crossings Independent Living apartments by
October 31.*

Choose The Crossings at Glencro� by October 31 and lock in $600 o� 
your monthly rent for life. Enjoy maintenance-free Independent Living 
with dining, activities, ZoeLife wellness, neighbors, and future support all 
on one not-for-profit senior living campus.

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Brandon King thought youth girls 
lacrosse could gain traction in the 
West Valley.

He did not expect it to happen in 
less than a month.

King is the coach of the new girls 
teams at Arrowhead Warriors La-
crosse Club. It started a series of three 
free-to-try practices Sept. 2. The first 
had seven girls, while the third had 20.

“The response really has been in-
credible. Most of this club is brand 
new to lacrosse. We have a few girls 
that played last year whether that 
was in girls or boys, but our entry into 
the league will truly be growing the 
game, and the parents have been so 
active and involved,” King said. “It’s 
really exceeded anything I dreamed 
of for the first fall.”

Lou Toth, president of the Glen-
dale-based club, said the club tried 
to start a girls team last season with 
some girls playing with the Warriors 
boys team.

Seven or eight girls showed up last 
year but not all of them could have 
played in the same age group. So 
some of these girls played in the boys 
league, while others left for other girls 
teams in the Valley.

“We didn’t have quite enough to 
join the league,” Toth said.

As of Sept. 16, 17 girls have signed 
up for the fall league, which started 
Sept. 19.

Arrowhead Warriors will field age 
8 and under and age 10 and under 
teams. Toth said the 8 and under 
league only permits four players on the 
pitch at a time.

COMMUNITY

Emilia, a player with Arrowhead Warriors girls 10U lacrosse team, takes off with the ball as coach 
Brandon King leads a drill Sept. 15 at Foothills Park in Glendale. and Coach Jana is in the background. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

Arrowhead girls youth lacrosse club grows quickly

• See Lacrosse on page 12

http://www.glencroft.com
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This publication is offered free of charge in 
an effort to keep our neighbors informed, as 
well as to support the local business owners 
who make up our community. Please 
support their business. Every effort is made 
to avoid errors, misspellings and omissions.  
If an error comes to your attention, please 
accept our sincere apologies and notify us.

YourValley.net

This newspaper is recyclable, 
biodegradable and contains recycled 

materials. Copyright 2026. All rights 
reserved. No part of this publication can 
be printed or reproduced without the 
publication’s permission. Independent 
Newsmedia Inc., USA, assumes no 
responsibility for unsolicited material.

Get In Touch by phone or email
17220 N. Boswell Blvd., Ste. 230,
Sun City, AZ 85373  

888-665-3848
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dance boundaries, district finances, 
special education and other matters 
affecting students, families and em-
ployees.

The Independent is presenting the 
first question in our five-part series, 
which can be viewed in its entirety at 
yourvalley.net/glendale-indepen-
dent.

Question #1
DVUSD faces declining enroll-

ment in some parts of the district 
while significant residential growth 
is expected around the Loop 303 
and TSMC area. How should the 
district prioritize current declin-
ing enrollment while preparing for 
residential growth within district 
boundaries over the next decade?

David Alvarado
DVUSD should manage today’s de-

clining enrollment without losing sight 
of tomorrow’s growth. 
The district’s own long-
range planning antici-
pates continued enroll-
ment declines in some 
established communities 
through roughly 2031, 
while significant residen-

tial development is expected near Loop 
303 and TSMC.

The answer is disciplined, school-
by-school planning — not a one-size-
fits-all approach. The district should 
regularly evaluate enrollment, building 
capacity, boundaries, transportation 
costs, and facility utilization, and 
consider boundary adjustments or 
repurposing underused space where 
appropriate.

At the same time, I would not sup-
port spending millions on new capacity 
simply because growth is projected. 
Major capital decisions should be 

tied to measurable enrollment triggers 
and credible demographic data. The 
district should establish clear thresholds 
for adding capacity, changing bound-
aries, leasing space, or repurposing 
facilities.

Most importantly, the public de-
serves regular reporting that compares 
actual enrollment with projections. We 
should neither ignore declining enroll-
ment nor prematurely spend for growth 
that has not yet materialized.

Paul Carver
DVUSD is keenly aware of the chal-

lenges a District our size and age have 
concerning the ebbs 
and flows of enrollment 
numbers in individual 
schools. To that end a 
Committee composed 
of Community members 
and Staff was commis-
sioned in the Spring of 

2025 to address this very concern. This 
is done through the analysis of cur-
rent boundary lines between schools 
and what the District should consider 
changing them to using Demographer 
reports and historical analysis. This 
Committee’s work can be found on 
the District website at https://www.
dvusd.org/our-district/committees/
long-range-planning-committee.

DVUSD will utilize several phases 
in this committee to ensure we are 
maximizing building space to demon-
strate good stewardship of resources. 
With the introduction of all the growth 
surrounding TSMC it will be vital for 
DVUSD to be prudent in managing 
our growth and needs.

Kristi Cooper
Currently, 13 DVUSD schools 

are operating below 50% capacity. 
The auditor general pointed out that 
districts could have saved millions an-
nually by reducing excess capacity. In 
contrast to what is currently happen-
ing in Deer Valley, the district needs 

to develop a committee that includes 
all parents from EVERY potentially 
impacted school to determine how we 

can substantially de-
crease excess capacity 
and keep transportation 
times reasonable for all 
students.

The solution may 
include boundary 
changes or combining 

schools and selling buildings to pur-
chase school buildings where they 
are needed. It’s also possible that 
a combination of both is the right 
solution. This problem needs to be 
tackled with community involve-
ment. We cannot continue to invest 
in buildings instead of students!

Julie Stockwell
The district has worked meticu-

lously to analyze growth and decline 
around all areas of the district and 
has multiple boundary adjustments 

proposed that would 
help mitigate both 
overcrowding as well as 
underenrollment. The 
current school board 
has had many questions 
about this process, so 
the district continues 

to meet with community members 
to include as many voices as possible 
in decisions that will always mean 
change for some families, which is 
difficult no matter the outcome. I 
absolutely support this process.

Q&A
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 5: Voter registration deadline
Oct. 7: Ballots mailed and early voting 
begins
Oct. 23: Last day to request a replacement 
ballot by mail
Oct. 27: Last day to mail back your ballot
Nov. 3: General election

David Alvarado

Paul Carver

Kristi Cooper

Julie Stockwell

http://yourvalley.net/glendale-independent.
http://yourvalley.net/glendale-independent.
https://www.dvusd.org/our-district/committees/long-range-planning-committee
https://www.dvusd.org/our-district/committees/long-range-planning-committee
https://www.dvusd.org/our-district/committees/long-range-planning-committee
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:aznews@iniusa.org
mailto:azopinions@iniusa.org
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Name: Jesse Guerrero
Business Name: Tiki Plumbing 

LLC
Contact Information: Jesse Guer-

rero, 5814 W. Muriel Drive, Glen-
dale. Call 623-606-3020

Cities served: Mostly Glendale 
and Peoria.

Hours of Operations: 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday through Frida. Week-
ends are reserved for emergency calls

Personal Background High-
lights: I am an avid pool player who 
has won multiple titles and trophies 
in my 20 years of playing pool. I am 
a BCA Worlds 2022 and 2023 nine-
ball champion.

Professional Background: I have 
21 years of plumbing experience, all 
here in the Valley. I started when I 
was 18 and will be doing plumbing 
until I retire.

What do you do?: I’ve been a 
firm believer that every person wants 
a friendly, knowledgeable plumber 
who will tell them the upfront cost fdo 
youirst. We will always be transpar-
ent, explain in great detail what to ex-
pect, and do all the work with a smile.

What do you like most about do-
ing business here?: It’s always sun-
ny. Most days we can do our work 
and we don’t have to worry about it 
raining or snowing. Our work is hard 
enough and I can only imagine what 
it would be like to not bring mud/
snow into someone’s home. We wear 
protected booties for our shoes, and 
we have to change those daily.

What was your previous occu-
pations and why did you leave?: In 
my younger days I worked in a few 
restaurants. I started off as a busboy 
and moved all the way up into man-
agement. I learned many valuable 
lesson serving other people and be-
lieve everyone should learn customer 

service in this way. The customer is 
always right! I left the restaurant busi-
ness to pursue an exciting career in 
plumbing.

What changes would you like to 
see in the area?: Phoenix is constant-
ly growing and honestly, I’d like for us 
to slow down a bit. Our freeways need 
a little time to catch up, and we went 
from an affordable state to one of the 
most expensive states to live in. This 
will always be my home, just hope I 
can retire in it.

What are you promoting?: I am 
promoting Tiki Plumbing. A honest, 
reliable plumbing service who will do 
what they say they will do and enjoy 
doing it.

What are you excited about and 
why?: I am excited to offer a differ-
ent style of plumbing to customers. I 
know that a lot of times people are on 
guard, due to multiple companies try-
ing to overcharge people. In a way I 
feel like I am trying to set a new stan-
dard, where there are no surprises and 
clear communication about the cost. 
No stacking cost, just a honest cost 
that works best for the company and 
the customer.

What is your favorite community 
and why?: Sun City! I like to eat. I 
will be honest, I’ve had customer send 

me home with freshly baked cookies 
more times than I can remember. I 
also love to sit and just here some old 
stories. These customers have lived 
life for sure and they have been around 
the world, gone on crazy adventures, 
built things, and seen things I’ve only 
dreamed  about.

When and why did you start 
your business/employment here?: 
I’ve always like being promoted or 
going up in a company, so ownership 
would always be on the table. How-
ever this opportunity was only grant-
ed due to working for an amazing boss 
for more than 10 years. I was offered 
the company and was not fully sure 
how I would be able to buy the com-
pany and take over all responsibilities 
it offered. With the generosity of my 
previous boss and some people I met 
along the way, it became a reality. It 
felt meant to be. I also knew that the 
only way to repay my previous boss, 
for all the years of employment was 
to help him retire. So I jumped on the 
opportunity with open arms.

Where did you work before and 
why did you leave?: I was managing 
a small Italian restaurant. I did love 
the customer interaction here and was 
quite content where I was. For me I 
like to problem solve, and once every-
thing get streamlined, my mind tends 
to look for something else to fix. Ulti-
mately I believe this is what drove me 
into plumbing. There is always some-
thing to fix and even if you have fixed 
it before, it feels completely new.

Your family: I come from a quite 
large family of eight brothers and sis-
ters. Our bloodline comes from Ha-
waii, however my father was born 
and raised on the island of Guam. My 
family is scattered all over the country 
now from California, Colorado, Ore-
gon and back to Hawaii. Lahaina is 
where most of them live now.

Meet Your Business: Tiki Plumbing

Jesse Guerrero owns Glendale-based Tiki Plumb-
ing. (Submitted photo)

Chick-fil-A coming to Bell 
Road corridor

Another Chick-fil-A is on the way 
to Glendale after the city’s planning 
commission unanimously approved 
a conditional-use permit for the fast-
food restaurant with two drive-thru 
lanes at 5664 W. Bell Road.

Chick-fil-A will be built on the 
current site of Family Dental Sta-
tion. Ownership of Family Dental 
said the practice will move into a 
bigger location.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/2pe8w693

Glendale council backs 
battery storage facility project

On Sept. 22 the Glendale City 
Council unanimously approved a 
planned-area development amend-
ment clearing the way for a battery 
energy storage system on the north-
east corner of Olive Avenue and 
Cotton Lane.

During its Aug. 27 meeting, the 
Glendale Planning Commission vot-
ed 5-1 to recommend the amend-
ment allowing the project on a 37-
acre section of the larger, 255-acre 
Parkway 303 West planned-area 
development.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/bdn7uxde

Volunteers pack meals in 
stadium on 9/11 Day

Around 1,400 volunteers helped 
pack meals Sept. 11 at State Farm 
Stadium in Glendale, as part or a na-
tional 9/11 Day event.

Another 120 volunteers helped 
organize and support the operation, 
said Barb Harris, the founder of PR 
Consultants Group. Meals will go 
to Phoenix-based St. Mary’s Food 
Bank or Mesa-based United Food 
Bank.

Read online:
https://tinyurl.com/29u8sb26

https://tinyurl.com/2pe8w693
https://tinyurl.com/bdn7uxde 
https://tinyurl.com/29u8sb26
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© 2026 City of Hope

Angela
City of Hope Patient

Ending cancer starts with Hope

CityofHope.org/Arizona | 844-601-HOPE (4673)

E N D I N G  B R E A ST  C A N C E R 
STA R T S  W I T H  H O P E

Our singular focus on cancer
leads to superior outcomes.

Angela, a motorcycle rider and rock climber, refused to let breast 
cancer slow her down. Today, she’s back to living at full speed.

At City of Hope, we know every patient is different. That’s why our 
breast cancer specialists create a plan designed around you, with 

access to leading-edge treatments, clinical trials and compassionate 
support — and the goal of getting you back to the life you love.
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INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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BUSINESS MOVES

ORTHOARIZONA

LINCOLN PROPERTY CO. PARK303
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NOW OPEN
1 Almost three years after mov-

ing out of the city boundaries to 
the Pendergast Elementary School 
District offices in west Phoenix, the 
Glendale Chamber of Commerce 
is heading back home to downtown. 
It’s new location is at 7031 N. 57th 
Drive, the former home of Grumpy’s 
Arcade. The move began Sept. 17 
and is expected to finish Oct. 1.

2 Impact Gymnastics is grow-
ing into the West Valley. The Phoe-
nix-based gym is taking over the 
Flames Gymnastics location at 8154 
W. Bell Road, Suite A-2, rebranding 
it Impact Gymnastics – Arrowhead. 
The soft opening was the week of 
Sept. 14-17 and introduced a limit-
ed class schedule, followed by a full 
Monday-through-Saturday schedule 
starting the week of Oct. 5. A grand 
opening celebration is planned for 
Oct. 16.

3 OrthoArizona, one of the larg-
est physician-led orthopedic groups 
in the Southwest, opened another 
flagship location Sept. 2: a $25 mil-
lion, 50,000-square-foot orthopedic 
center at 9070 W. Glendale Ave., 
adjacent to Westgate and State Farm 
Stadium. The center combines mus-
culoskeletal care, an on-site ambula-
tory surgery center, physical therapy 
and imaging including MRI in a sin-
gle building.

4 Tory Burch recently opened at 
Tanger Outlets Phoenix outlet mall 
at 6800 N. 95th Ave. It is now open 
next to Coach in a newly renovated 
4,029-square-foot space. The store 
features a mix of ready-to-wear, shoes, 
handbags, accessories and more.

5 Genoa Healthcare celebrated 
the opening of its newest pharmacy 
inside EMPACT Suicide Prevention 
Center in Glendale on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, expanding access for indi-
viduals receiving behavioral health 

care. It is located inside EMPACT’s 
office at 7834 N. 59th Ave. 

6 Arizona Hair Co. moved from 
51st Avenue and Cactus Road to 
Glendale on Bell Road. Formerly the 
site of Floyd’s 99 Barbershop, the 
address is 7410 W. Bell Road, Suite 
310. Arizona Hair opened in August.

MOVING
1 Chick-fil-A will be built on the 

current site of Family Dental Sta-
tion. Ownership of Family Dental 
said the practice will move into a big-
ger location west of 60th Avenue and 
Bell in January.

LAND DEALS
1  Lincoln Property Co. an-

nounced the sale of the final two 
Class A industrial buildings at 
its Park303 logistics park in late 
August. Purchased by a leading 
global investment manager, the 
transaction achieved the highest 
two-building industrial sale price 
in Arizona history, a total of $170 
million, according to Vizzle. It also 
represents the last of four buildings 
sold at Park303, a 210-acre, 3.75 
million-square-foot, LEED-certi-
fied logistics campus developed by 
Lincoln along the Loop 303 free-
way and Glendale Avenue.
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Free Estimates! • www.MakeMFree Estimates! • www.MakeMyyDoor.comDoor.com
9008 N. 99th Ave. 9008 N. 99th Ave. •• Sun City  Sun City •• 623-915-7777623-915-7777

99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only99th Avenue & Olive • Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday by appt only
Residential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORAResidential & Commercial • LIC # ROC 161375 • HOA • COA • PORA

 Located In Sun City For Over 26 Located In Sun City For Over 26 YearsYears!!

THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Tighten hinges, lube and/or adjust

door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.

$75
HALLOWEEN SERVICE SPECIAL

Includes 16 point safety inspection.
Must present coupon. Can’t combine 
with other advertised offers. Prices 
subject to change after 10/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$499NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
$2,049

Includes removing existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised 
offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

Starting
at

Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

Don’t Leave Your
Family Guessing.

Living Trusts & Estate Planning

A Living Trust can help
you avoid probate, organize

your estate and make
your wishes clear.

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

YOUR HOME.
YOUR SAVINGS.
YOUR LEGACY.

Peoria Location:623-236-9133
8877 West Union Hills Dr., Ste. 100 

Scottsdale Location:602-441-5529 
5533 E. Bell Rd., Ste. 120

www.galindoprosthodontics.com

SMILE CONFIDENTLY and EAT COMFORTABLY with
GALINDO
PROSTHODONTICS

Daniel F. Galindo, D.D.S., F.A.C.P
The ONLY board-certifi ed

prosthodontist in the 
West Valley. 

Experience matters!

If you are living with missing or 
damaged teeth, our team can change 
your life with dental implants in just 
one day using advanced technology 
that fi ts your needs.
Check out our Facebook!        Galindo Prosthodontics
Follow us on Instagram       galindoprosthodontics
Check out our Facebook!        Galindo Prosthodontics
Follow us on Instagram       galindoprosthodontics

FAMILY OWNED

Call to book an appointment at one of our locations!

http://www.galindoprosthodontics.com
http://www.MakeMFree
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OPINION

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

LETTERS TO THE NEWSROOMTake the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on ci-
vility. Please include your name and 
phone number, so we can contact 
you for clarification or confirmation. 
We welcome your photo. All opin-
ions must be no more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as person-
al attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writ-
ers will not be considered. No person 
may submit more than two opin-
ions for publication during a calen-
dar month. 

Two submissions in the same issue 
will not be published. The content of 
a submission is the responsibility of 
the person who submitted it.

Speak Up 
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter. • See Letters on page 12

Lisa Fink

Retired educator backs 
Deborah Howard for LD 27 
House

Growing up, I became aware of 
political parties and the line between 
Democrats and Republicans was 
clearly delineated. My parents were 
Republicans but didn’t hesitate to 
vote the other party when the issues 
warranted it.

As I became eligible to vote, I 
really tried to compare my values 
and priorities to those of the candi-
dates. It became apparent that the 
closer the race was to my home, the 
more important the decision. State 
senators and representatives make 
policies that may directly affect me, 
and my vote was integral to a posi-
tive outcome.

For me, the Arizona Legislative 
District 27 races are very vital to 
the future of my neighborhood and 
state. I’m a retired public-school ed-
ucator (high school English teacher 
and guidance counselor. I have a 
vested interest in education due to 
my grandkids, but also considering 
the effect public schools has on our 
community and quality of life.

Translated to Arizona public 
education funding, money does mat-
ter. It helps ensure decent teacher 
salaries, adequate supplies and safe, 
comfortable facilities. The bottom 
line is that Arizona is nearly at the 
bottom in per-pupil funding for edu-
cation nationwide.

Deborah Howard is a strong 
advocate for Arizona public schools. 
She is not a one-issue candidate, but 
education is at the top of her agenda. 
Deborah knows the effects public 
education has on many facets of our 
state and Arizonans quality of life. 
When you vote in the upcoming 

election, vote Deborah Howard, LD 
27 candidate for Arizona House of 
Representatives. She cares about our 
future and will work hard to make 
our lives better.

Julie Skrzypek 
GLENDALE

Legislative District 27 includes 
parts of Glendale, Peoria and Phoenix.

Rep. Lisa Fink: Vote Andy 
Biggs for governor

Arizona has a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to elect a conserva-
tive governor who will fight for our 

values in the West Val-
ley and deliver results 
for our entire state. 
Andy Biggs has shown 
he has the experience, 
the character and the 
vision to Restore the 
American Dream in 

our state and help Arizona reach its 
full potential.

While only serving in my first 
term at the Legislature, it didn’t take 
long for me to see Katie Hobbs is 
simply not up to the task of leading 
our state. From her three vetoes of 
a $1.4 billion tax cut to her opposi-
tion of legislation that would make 
our state healthier and protect our 
medical freedoms, Hobbs has been a 
roadblock to Arizona getting back to 
growth and prosperity.

She has attacked the rights of 

Speak Up
Read what local residents are say-

ing about hot-button issues. Below 
is a list of comments from people on 
social media.

Deer Valley Unified eyeing 
2 new schools as growth 

approaches

“Higher taxes.” — Larry Stolar-
ski

Volunteers pack Glendale 
stadium to prepare meals on 

9/11 Day

“A big thank you to all the volun-
teers!” — Teresa S.

Lisa Fink endorses Andy Biggs 
in a leter to the editor

“Right, and he voted to deny 
Arizonans the right to vote for the 
president of the United States. And 
was in on the scheme to create fake 
electors to reverse the results of the 
election. He should be in jail.” —  
Keith Troxler

Glendale gas prices rise, 
except at one Circle K

“There is a former Shell station 
on Thunderbird south of 83rd 
Avenue  now charging $ 6.99 a gal 
for diesel an unleaded is high too! 
What are Truckers and businesses 
supposed to do?” — Gilbert Paul 
Collazo

mailto:AzOpinions@iniusa.org
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SPONSORED CONTENT

By Jim Schmidt
Trusted & Seasoned Medicare

Authority, Advocate, & Advisor

Welcome Back! Here we are, every 
fall, Medicare gives beneficiaries a 
window to take a fresh look at their 
coverage, and that window is about to 
open. Starting October 1st, plans can 
now be discussed for the upcoming 
year. From October 15th through 
December 7th is when folks change 
make changes if desired. The Annual 
Enrollment Period (AEP) allows any-
one already on a Medicare Advantage 
plan or a PDP to review their current 
plan, compare it against the 2027 of-
ferings, and make changes if that is in 
your best interest, and it makes sense 
for the year ahead. Any change you 
make during this window takes effect 
January 1, 2027.

Here’s what I want every one of 
my clients, also for everyone that en-

joys these monthly articles touches to 
understand: Your plan is not going to 
be the same plan next year. Carriers 
adjust their benefits, drug formularies, 
provider networks, premiums, copays, 
and out-of-pocket maximums every 
single year. A plan that was a perfect 
fit for you in 2026 may look anywhere 
from slightly to significantly different 
in 2027. That’s exactly why this sea-
son matters, and why doing nothing 
can quietly cost you money and access 
to the doctors and medications you 
count on.

Your ANOC letter is your 
first clue! Please do not dis-
regard this letter delivered 

via USPS.
By September 30, your current 

plan carrier is required to mail you an 
Annual Notice of Change (ANOC). 
This is one of the most important piec-
es of mail you’ll receive all year, and I 
can’t stress this enough. The ANOC 
spells out exactly what is changing on 
your plan for 2027 — premium adjust-
ments, changes to your prescription 
costs, network updates, and benefit 
modifications. Too many people set it 
aside unopened. If yours has arrived, 
hold onto it. If you’d like a second set of 
eyes to make sense of it, that’s precisely 
the kind of conversation I’m here for.

Not on Medicare yet? This 
window isn’t your only door.

If you’re aging into Medicare — 
turning 65 — or you’re retiring and 
coming off an employer group health 
plan, the October 15 to December 
7 window does not apply to you the 
same way. You have your very own 
election period built around your 
specific situation: an Initial Enrollment 
Period when you turn 65, or a Special 

Enrollment Period when you leave 
employer coverage. In other words, 
you’re not on the clock with everyone 
else, and you haven’t missed anything. 
You’re safe. When you’re ready to talk 
through your options and time every-
thing correctly, I’m ready when you 
are — there’s no rush and no pressure.

The smartest way to
prepare.

Here are the steps I’d share with 
anyone getting ready for this season. 
First, gather your ANOC letter, your 
current plan card, and a simple, up-to-
date list of your prescriptions and the 
pharmacy you use. Second, jot down 
the doctors and specialists you never 
want to lose. Third — and this is where 
I come in — sit down with a seasoned, 
trusted local Medicare broker before 
you make any decision. Not a call 
center, not a rushed online quote, but 
someone who knows the local market 
and its trends, knows the carriers, and 
knows you.

That last point is the heart of what 
I do. With more than two decades in 
this field, I don’t guess — I take the 
guesswork off your plate entirely. I’ll 
review your current coverage line by 
line, compare it against every 2027 
option worth considering, and tell you 
honestly whether you should stay put 
or make a move. Sometimes the best 
advice I give a client is “your plan 
still fits — don’t change a thing.” If 
anyone tries to change your plan, don’t 
walk away from them…run away from 
them because they most likely are 
either unfamiliar and uneducated, or 
they are being self-serving for a new 
piece of business and a commission. 
Other times, a small adjustment saves 
real dollars or protects access to a 
doctor you can’t imagine switching.  
Either way, you’ll know, and you’ll  

walk into the new year with clarity.

Let’s talk — even if it’s just a 
question or two.

You don’t need to wait for a problem 
to reach out. Whether you want a full 
plan review, a walk-through of your 
ANOC, or simply have a quick question 
rattling around, my door is open. I’ve 
built my practice on being that consis-
tent, dependable resource my clients 
can count on today and for all the years 
to come — and that’s a promise, not a 
slogan. The Annual Enrollment Period 
runs October 15 through December 7. 
Let’s make sure your 2027 coverage is 
working as hard for you as you worked 
to earn your retirement.

Next Month’s Article:
Come November, continued vigi-

lance, what to look for, knowing your 
rights, and where to seek out assistance. 
If your mailbox feels heavier and every 
other commercial promises you the 
moon, you are not imagining things. 
Annual Enrollment brings the wolves 
in sheep’s clothing right out into the 
open, counting on the noise to rush 
you. I will show you the red flags, and 
why a plan waving “shiny add-ons” at 
you is not the same as one that stands 
on its own. Remember, you never have 
to sign anything today, and you never 
have to figure it out alone.

About the Author:
Jim Schmidt is a trusted Medicare 

Advocate herein Arizona, since 2006. 
Jim never charges a fee for those that 
are in need or reach out to him. Con-
tact Jim any time at 480-296-3900 or  
JimSchmidt@MedicareAndYou.Reviews

I do not offer every plan available in your area. 
Any information we provide is limited to those 
plans we do offer in your area. Please contact 
Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get infor-
mation on all of your options.

Medicare And You ™

Medicare’s Annual Enrollment: Let’s Get Ready for 2027

Jim Schmidt, Medicare And You ™

mailto:JimSchmidt@MedicareAndYou.ReviewsI
mailto:JimSchmidt@MedicareAndYou.ReviewsI
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Goodyear
13824 W McDowell Rd, Ste 106 

Goodyear AZ 85395

(623) 547-7415 

Glendale
5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103 

Glendale 85308
(602) 938-9866 

Surprise
15332 W Bell Rd, Ste 121

Surprise, AZ 85374
(623) 200-5441

Peoria
24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 

Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383
623-850-8884

Buckeye
20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101

Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-335-9490

Phoenix North
Coming Soon

1710 W Happy Valley Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85085

$5 Off $30
Expires 10/31/26. Not valid online or on the 
Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one 
(1) offer per coupon per day. Decorations 
not included. Offer applies to cake products 
only.  Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes® 
bakery listed when you show this offer in 
bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable 
on previous orders. No cash value. Coupon 
code may not be reproduced, transferred or 
sold. Internet distribution is strictly prohibited. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or 
discounts. Offer may not apply to premium 
priced items. Other restrictions may apply.

Hauntingly Irresistible Dessert

parents and tried to take away the 
educational choice that so many 
Arizona families depend on for the 
unique needs of their children. She’s 
failed to responsibly manage our 
water and she remains under crim-
inal investigation for a pay-to-play 
scheme benefitting a political donor 
instead of protecting bureaucrats and 
kowtowing to special interests, Andy 
Biggs will stand with Arizonans first.

As a former state Senate presi-
dent, he’s written multiple conser-
vative state budgets that cut taxes 
and put our state on strong financial 
footing. 

He’ll defend school choice, he’ll 
protect the medical freedoms of 
Arizonans and he’ll invest in public 
safety to keep communities in the 
West Valley safe. 

Andy has laid out a clear ethics 
and transparency package to show 
the specific steps he’ll take to root 
out corruption, protect taxpayers, 
and keep foreign interests from im-
pacting our elections.

Now is the time for West Valley 
conservatives to unite and coalesce 
behind a proven conservative leader. 
Please join me in supporting Andy 
Biggs for governor.

Lisa Fink
GLENDALE

Incumbent Rep. Lisa Fink is seeking 
re-election in Legislative District 27.

Letters
• From page 10

Teams for older ages typically have 
15-16 players on the roster.

King arrived in Glendale from Ah-
watukee, where he coached the girls 
team. His wife is also on the board of 
directors for the girls league.

Their daughter’s school closed, 
so the family decided to move. King 
quickly partnered with the Arrow-
head Warriors, and Sydney King 
brought her experience to the team.

“Honestly without the support of 
Lou and the Arrowhead Warriors 
club, this wouldn’t be possible. It’s an 
insane amount of work just to run the 
practices, rosters and games,” King 
said. “I don’t know if people realize 
how much work goes into just getting 
to that point. The insurance, having 
the apps set up, the money needed, 
the gear, etc. They are an established 
well-run club, and they were ready 
to launch the girls club. Without that 
base of support, there is a 0% chance 
we’d have this for fall.”

King gave the Warriors a dedicat-
ed girls coach to teach the game to the 
kids.

“It was good to have somebody that 
could lead that charge. I only have a 
son. I’ve got a niece, but she doesn’t 
want to play lacrosse,” Toth said. “It 
was good to find somebody that had a 
daughter that wanted to play.”

This sport is made for new girls to 
join, King said. The primary goal is to 
focus on building on the 8U and 10U 
teams as the foundations.

“Surprisingly it’s a sport that girls 
can have success in on day 1. It looks 
a bit intimidating, but once they scoop 
that first ball they see ‘oh I can do 
this.’ Now, there is more to the game 
as they grow and evolve, but at 8U 
and 10U if you can scoop you can 
play,” King said.

The Arizona Girls Youth Lacrosse 
league has games every Saturday 
through the end of October.

Arrowhead practices at Foothills 
Park, 19703 N. 57th Ave., Glendale.

“My only goal is for the girls to have 
fun, feel supported, and fall in love 
with the sport. Everything else past 
that will just be a bonus,” King said. 
“We of course still need to recruit, 
but the best recruiters will be the girls 
themselves telling all their friends how 
much fun they have this fall.”

Lacrosse
• From page 4
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 Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner!   

Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 8:00 pm • Sunday 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  
www.TheLinksGrill.com 

18823 N Country Club Pkwy • Peoria
623-561-1681

Try a New Patio SpotTry a New Patio Spot
No more waiting in lineNo more waiting in line

Established since 2010Established since 2010

BUY ONEBUY ONE
BREAKFASTBREAKFAST    

GET ONE  GET ONE  
50% OFF50% OFF  

when you bring in this ad.  
Mon - Thurs 

8am-10am only

EDUCATION

• See Boundary on page 14

Board members 
ask for updated 
enrollment data

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Deer Valley Unified School 
District’s lengthy process of redrawing 
attendance boundaries in its northern 

neighborhoods appears to be nearing 
its conclusion, but a final decision will 
have to wait until this month.

The Governing Board voted Sept. 
22 to table proposed boundary changes 
until its next meeting, on Oct. 6, giv-
ing members time to review updated 
enrollment projections before deciding 
on changes that could affect Glen-
dale schools beginning in the 2027-28 

Hillcrest Middle School in Glendale is among the campuses that could be affected by proposed Deer 
Valley Unified School District attendance boundary changes. The Governing Board could vote Oct. 6 
on options that would reassign students from surrounding school attendance areas to Hillcrest begin-
ning in the 2027-28 school year. (Independent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

DVUSD boundary decision 
pushed until October

http://www.TheLinksGrill.com
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school year.
The district’s Long Range Planning 

Committee recommended two propos-
als intended to address overcrowding 
and underenrollment.

Option A would reassign approx-
imately 151 students from areas cur-
rently served by Inspiration Mountain 
and Stetson Hills schools to Las Brisas 
Elementary School and Hillcrest Mid-
dle School. Option C would incorpo-
rate those changes while adding anoth-
er area currently assigned to Stetson 
Hills.

Heather Mock, deputy superinten-
dent of fiscal and business services, said 
the committee also considered wheth-
er students from the developing Paseo 
Heights neighborhood could be reas-
signed from Desert Sage Elementary 
School to Las Brisas.

However, Desert Sage is projected 
to operate at approximately 44% ca-

pacity without those students. Reas-
signing the neighborhood could leave 
the school below 50% capacity, Mock 
said. Transportation also presented 
challenges. Mock said some proposed 
boundary changes could roughly dou-
ble bus routes by moving students from 
K-8 schools to separate elementary 
and middle school campuses. Option 
A, however, was the only proposal sup-
ported by the district’s transportation 
department because it could be imple-
mented using existing buses and staff 
without adding routes.

Board member Kim Fisher ques-
tioned approving boundaries before 
receiving updated enrollment pro-
jections, citing state average daily 
membership figures suggesting a dis-
trictwide decline from last year of ap-
proximately 925 students.

“I just think there’s … we’re pushing 
it without adequate data,” Fisher said.

Mock clarified that average daily 
membership, used for school funding, 
differs from actual enrollment figures 
used by the district’s demographer. 

She noted that Inspiration Mountain’s 
enrollment was 48 students above pro-
jections, while Las Brisas remained 
substantially underenrolled. 

Board member Stephanie Simacek 
also questioned the timing of deciding 
Sept. 22.

“We’re having the presentation to-
night. I don’t understand why we’re 
voting on it tonight at the same time,” 
she said, emphasizing the need to re-
view information and hear community 
input.

Call today to schedule an appointment.

Left untreated foot pain can worsen 
and severely affect knees, hips, 
and back. We can help you.

Don’t
Live With
Foot Pain.

Foot & Ankle
Specialists of
Arizona

PHOENIX 926 E McDowell Road, Suite 121 
Phoenix, AZ 85006

GLENDALE 18301 N 79th Ave. Bldg F #168 
Glendale, AZ 85308

SUN CITY WEST 13907 Camino Del Sol, #101 
Sun City West, AZ 85375

SUN CITY 10615 W Thunderbird Blvd. #C150 
Sun City, AZ 85351  

T: 623.544.9090 | footandanklearizona.com

� e Valley’s one-� op 
shop for  Plants

Arizona grown Citrus, 
Desert & Shade Trees

Call 480-299-2914 
use code GREENGREEN to get 10% OFF

ANY SIZE Shade Tree

ballnurseries.com

Boundary
• From page 13 IF YOU GO

What: DVUSD governing board 
meeting
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 6
Where: DVUSD Governing Board 
Room, 20402 N. 15th Ave., or 
streamed live at youtube.com/@
dvusdboard/streams
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Our spacious one, two, and three-bedroom 
floor plans include full-sized kitchens 

and in-unit laundry!

Join us for our Grand Open House and 
discover how Arrowhead Valley is redefining 
independent retirement living! Tour our 
beautiful community, meet our live-in 
managers, and enjoy a gourmet sampling 
station curated by our extraordinary 
culinary team.

Wednesday, October 14
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
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ArrowheadValleyRetirement.com

Grand Open House

Call today to RSVP and 
experience how Grand life can be!
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brary auditorium.
“Ivy has worked very hard to ac-

commodate us. And I just can’t get 
over her patience,” Simpson said. “I’m 
like, ‘Can we get 250 performanc-
es next February?’ I literally started 
at 250 because that’s the standard of 
more fringe festivals, which is insanely 
huge. She just said, ‘That’s a lot.’ We 
whittled it down.”

Simpson grew up in rural Pinal 
County and began her theater career 
in 1972 in Toronto.

She is best known for her play “A 
Single Woman,” about the life of Jean-
nette Rankin. She starred in the 2008 
film adaptation of the play.

Arizona Theatre Matters began in 
2012 in Tucson.

“We were always struggling to find 
venues. In Tucson, it’s just impossible. 
Everybody is sympathetic about the 
concept of needing access. However, 
nobody’s helpful,” Simpson said. “We 
tried to retrofit by going to Arizona 
Theatre Company and Phoenix The-
atre Company. There will be a finite 
number of performances that will have 
a sign language interpreter.”

Its productions include free online 
theatre built from the beginning for 
blind, deaf, hearing and sighted audi-
ences.

Simpson said she grew tired of con-
temporary theater companies halting 
efforts to make shows more accessible.

“It’s crawling along at a glacial 
pace, and I’m done waiting,” Simpson 
said.

The company and upcoming festi-
val are milestone moments for Glen-
dale, a city looking to shed a label as 
an artistic and cultural desert.

Arizona Theatre Matters was one 
of more than 30 applicants for the 
city’s performing arts grant program. 
Glendale Arts and Culture Adminis-

trator Christopher Taylor thanked the 
Main Library staff for their continued 
partnership with this program.

“Every arts, music and performing 
arts program brings us one step clos-
er to establishing Glendale as a viable 
destination for engaging and enter-
taining events, and the Fringe Festival 
is continuing this great momentum,” 
stated Taylor in an email.

Simpson moved to Glendale 
and Arizona Theatre Matters came 
along. The company had a shoestring 
$25,000  budget for the first three 
years and little luck finding a venue in 
the Valley.

Brelby Theatre Company was the 
source for theater in Glendale, staging 
productions at 7154 N. 58th Drive 
downtown. Simpson was going to play 
a nurse in Brelby’s performance of 
“Shakespeare in Love.”

“I have a relationship with Brelby 
because they were three miles from my 
house when we moved here, before we 
moved to the retirement community 
where we now live,” Simpson said.

Then COVID-19 and by the time 
it reopened, the renamed Brelby Pro-
ductions no longer had a long-term 
home in the city.

Brelby Productions pivoted to a pri-
marily online production model focus-
ing on web series.

Arizona Theatre Matters took its 
productions online during COVID 
and found community across the 
globe.

“Then COVID happened and we 
moved to completely online and dig-
ital shows. We started our YouTube 
Channel and it went from 640-some-
thing subscribers to over 120,000 over 
the course of COVID,” Simpson said.

Simpson credited production man-
ager Kevin Tye, who works in a Me-
sa-based studio, for breathing life into 
the productions going out to this glob-
al audience — which now gets in on 
the plays.

“The Tempest,” included actors 
in Thailand, Canada and other states. 
Some frequent collaborators still drive 
up from Tucson.

Arizona Theatre Matters now pres-
ents productions in Glendale and on-
line with sign language available. If 
potential patrons find that distracting 
from the play, so be it.

“We don’t need to be all things to 
all people. There’s plenty of people 
that need what we do,” Simpson said.

The relationship with Brelby re-
mains. For families, Brelby Produc-
tions premieres a new, all-ages work 
created especially for the Glendale In-
ternational Fringe Festival.

Actor Mike Zimmerer will play S. 

Brian Willson in “On Track” at the 
fringe festival. Written, directed and 
developed for two decades by Simp-
son with Wilson’s consent and coop-
eration, the play showcases the life 
of the Vietnam veteran, attorney and 
peace activist, who lost both legs in 
1987 when he was struck by a muni-
tions train he was attempting to stop in 
an act of nonviolent protest.

“My opinion is that it is a theater 
company, and one of its priorities, if 
not the guiding priority, is the impor-
tance of access. So in that sense, one 
of the main priorities is theater advo-
cacy and maybe audience advocacy as 
well,” Zimmerer said.

A series of six weeks of workshops 
two days a week was the company’s 
first involvement with the Glendale 
Public Library.

Ivy said the theater company’s 
commitment to accessibility dovetails 
with Glendale Library’s mission.

“The problem I would like to work 
through is, it’s hard to promote some 
of this to our community in a way that 
lets them understand what is being of-
fered,” Jarvis said. “A lot of what we 
offer as a library isn’t typical for a li-
brary.”

A direct partnership with a city li-
brary venue gives Arizona Theatre 
Matters an advantage.

“Glendale (libraries) is spectacular, 
when it comes to accommodation and 
hospitality and accessibility,” Simp-
son said.

This will be the company’s first 
fringe festival. All six productions 
clock in at less than 60 minutes, Simp-
son said.

Fringe festivals are typically non-
union sanctioned. Simpson will not 
consider a nonunion setup.

“We’re the only professional the-
ater in the West Valley, and we are a 
professional theater. Every show in 
the fringe is free, but every performer 
is compensated handsomely for each 
performance,” Simpson said.

Theater
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Arizona Theatre Matters conducts its final rehearsal of a reading of “Even Unto Death” at the Glendale 
Main Library Auditorium in October 2025. Actors on stage are, from left:  Eric Darling-Bond, Dineta 
Williams-Trigg, Kiley Bishop, Debra Lyman, J.P. Clemente, Nathaniel Tilden and Eric Banks. Sign language 
interpreters on the floor are Jerriann Skinner, left, and Judy Robbins.
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They’re more than just your “favorite,” 
They’re a 

COMMUNITY FAVORITE!

Vote for your favorite business in our 
GLENDALE FAVORITES 
Readers’ Choice Awards 

RULES:
• You may vote once per day, per household,  
    per IP address
• The “View Results” button will not work. 
• Businesses can only be featured or win in  
    a max of two categories
• No new businesses or categories will be  
    added once voting begins

Voting Oct. 1 – 31, 2026

INDEPENDENT
N E W S M E D I A

YourValley.net
Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY

 

 
  

  

2026

GLENDALE
 FAVORITES

RDS 
Electric

Tice takes Mountain 
Ridge airborne

Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Girls flag football, with its 7-on-7 
set up, is inherently a quarterback’s 
game.

As its fourth year as an official Ar-
izona Interscholastic Association be-
gins, those passes are traveling further 
in the air and receivers’ route concepts 
are more sophisticated. Two transfers 
from the Class of 2028 are reshaping 
the landscape north of Loop 101.

Amiaya Tice transferred in from 
Northwest Christian for a 2025 soph-
omore season as Mountain Ridge’s 
starter. In early January, Liberty be-
came the state flag football epicenter 
after Marlie Phillips transferred in 
from Chandler Hamilton after throw-
ing an eye-popping 104 touchdowns 
or the undefeated 6A state champions.

Tice threw 43 touchdown in her 

Mountain Ridge debut last fall. She 
said she needs to improve against pass 
rush pressure and more complicated 
coverages.

“They didn’t have it there so I 
transferred here. It was amazing,” 
Tice said. “I knew something about 
the game, but it was my first time 
doing high school sevens. It was defi-
nitely different and took me some 
time but I definitely got it toward the 
end and it was a lot easier as the team 
connected.”

The spring semester was 
then-sophomore Phillips’s first time 
attending classes in person since fifth 
grade.

She spent years studying online 
through the Chandler Online Acad-
emy and traveling 50 miles one way 
to Hamilton for practice and games.

“There’s a lot of mutual respect 
around here that I really like. I had to 
come in and earn it. It wasn’t given 
on day one,” Phillips said. “I’m super 

Mountain Ridge junior quarterback Amiaya Tice leaps a bit while throwing downfield as Canyon View 
senior Mariah Murphy rushes during the season opening game for both teams Sept. 15 at Mountain 
Ridge High School in Glendale (Courtesy Lee Myers Photography/For Independent Newsmedia)

NW Valley flag football 
quarterbacks take flight

• See Flag Football on page 20
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Celebrating 45 Years!

www.rdselectric.com

623-937-0003
Lic #R11-066556, C11-069912

NOW HIRING
ALL FIELD
POSITIONS

Top Pay plus remarkable 
benefi t package including 
full insurance.

Celebrating 45 Years!

www.rdselectric.com

623-937-0003
Lic #R11-066556, C11-069912

NOW HIRING
ALL FIELD
POSITIONS

Top Pay plus remarkable 
benefi t package including 
full insurance.

Celebrating 45 Years!

Vote for RDS Electric Inc.
Daily thru October 31st

Your Favorite Electrical Service

VOTE NOW at YourValley.net!

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

GI_Future_4.7917x4.3417_ol.pdf   1   6/17/24   11:14 AM • Music
• Community potluck
• Creative activities
• Interactive stories
• Parents welcome to stay!

Temple 
Beth Shalom 

of the West Valley

Come Join Us!

Family Shabbat 
Sing, create and celebrate together!

10:00 a.m. • Sat., Oct. 17 
Third Saturday of the Month

12202 N. 101st Ave. in Sun City

Scan the 
Code to  
Register!

templebethshalomaz@gmail.com
 www.tbsaz.org • 623.977.3240

AGES 
7 &

UNDER

Temple Beth Shalom
of the West Valley

http://www.rdselectric.com
http://www.rdselectric.com
mailto:templebethshalomaz@gmail.com
http://www.tbsaz.org
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grateful for this opportunity.”
Meanwhile, the local veteran 

looms with another team capable 
of winning the 6A West Valley 
Region. O’Connor senior Kylie 
Pruitt is a third-year starter who 
threw for 3,314 yards and 29 
touchdowns as the Eagles reached 
the 6A quarterfinals.

“Over the years I’ve learned 
defenses so much more,” Pruitt 
said. “Knowing my receivers and 
building that chemistry with them 
changes the game so much.”

Settling into the 7s game
Phillips is building that rapport 

with her receiving corps during 
the offseason.

Liberty will have to wait until 
mid-October to see the results.

“It was a real surprise. At first it 
was trying to figure out what the 
deal was. Then we just embraced 

it after that. When she showed 
up, it’s been a blessing ever since. 
She’s amazing young athlete,” 
Liberty Coach Josh Ahlvin said.

Tice said in her second year 
with the Mountain Lions she 
needs to improve against pass 
rush pressure and more compli-
cated coverages.

“They didn’t have it there so I 
transferred here. It was amazing,” 
Tice said. “I knew something 
about the game but it was my first 
time doing high school sevens. It 
was definitely different and took 
me some time but I definitely got 
it toward the end and it was a lot 
easier as the team connected.”

Tice has several new receivers 
to work with after the graduation 
of Cameron Mailloux, Kaliyahna 
Baldwin and Peyton Yankovich.

Mountain Ridge Coach Whit-
ney Warmus said Azul Mondrag-
on-Lopez is a stud athlete, playing 
three sports and that Emily Scott 
came back faster and changes di-

rections is uncanny. Seniors Allie 
Jensen and Tahlia Hempen play 
club ball with Tice.

“We have Tahlia Hempen in 
the slot. She’s an amazing receiv-
er and knows how to read defens-
es. Allie Jensen on the wide out. 
We just have powerhouse receiv-
ers. We have Lauren Laaker. The 
receivers are amazing,” Tice said.

Coming from 5-on-5 club flag 
football was a big step because the 
7s field is wider, Tice said.

Tice came in with good throw-
ing mechanics and a strong arm, 
Warmus said.

“It definitely was a learning 
curve for her. It’s a bigger field — 
a way bigger field. With sevens 
there’s a lot more people on the 
field. Now there’s more spacing 
and you need to utilize that spac-
ing,” Warmus said. “I think she’s 
one of the best running quarter-
backs in the state. Her technique 
throwing is great.”

480-299-2914 • ballnurseries.com ballnurseries.com
The Valley’s one-stop 

shop for Plants

Cactus

Flowering Shrubs

Shade Trees

Citrus Trees

at YourValley.net
INDEPENDENT

Daily

PRATT MARKETING AGENCY
STUDIO TOUR & PODCASTING OVERVIEW
Join Charlene Bisson, CEO of Independent 
Newsmedia and Brent Cruikshank, INI Multimedia 
Advertising consultant, for an exclusive visit to the 
state-of-the-art pro podcast studio of Hall of Fame 
Personality Dave Pratt. He will walk us through the 
podcasting process, full-service sta� , distribution 
plus everything you need to get started and be a pro!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
10 A.M. - 12 P.M.

6900 E Camelback Rd, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 Suite 600

RSVP required: AZAds@iniusa.org
Park for free in front of the studios, in front of Neiman 
Marcus or in the Fashion Square parking garage.

OCT. 1

Ballet Under 
the Stars

Ballet Arizona makes its 
return to Glendale. This 

free, family-friendly perfor-
mance brings professional 
ballet into the heart of the 

community. Set against 
the backdrop of Glendale’s 
historic park, the evening 
will feature a program of 

classical and contemporary 
works performed by Ballet 

Arizona. Guests are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs 

and blankets. Beginning at 
5, guests can enjoy activ-
ities including live music, 

and outdoor games.

Sahuaro Ranch                       
Historic Park 

9802 N. 59th Ave. 
7 p.m. 

OCT. 23

Gifts &    
Goodies

The Halloween celebration 
is returning to Glendale’s 
Westgate Entertainment 

District for an evening full 
of family-friendly activities, 

costumes, candy and spooky 
entertainment. Guests can 
trick-or-treat, or compete in 
costume contests and enjoy 

interactive activities. This 
year’s event will also feature 
animal expert and multi-for-

mat personality Corbin 
Maxey, who will present a 

live 45-minute animal show 
featuring a surprise lineup 

of animal ambassadors.

Westgate Entertainment 
District 

9400 W. Hanna Lane 
5-7:30 p.m

THINGS TO DO Flag Football
• From page 18

mailto:AZAds@iniusa.orgPark
mailto:AZAds@iniusa.orgPark
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Part Time

Looking
to hire
Part Time 

Residential 
House Cleaner.

Great money for
the holidays. 

Nice atmosphere. 
Weekly pay avg
$25 hr + paid by

the job.
Work in the
Sun City and

Northwest Valley. 
Call or text

Debbie for more
information.

(623) 205-7920

Condos

BBeeaauuttiiffuull  CCoonnddoo
6 Rooms, 2 BR, 2 BA 

11,,331188  ssqq..fftt..
Formal Living Room, Master
BR, BA plus walk in closet,
20 ft Az Room, Dining Room
off Kitchen, Fridge/Freezer,
D i s h w a s h e r , G a r b a g e
Disposal, Range. 2nd BR/BA
& Walk in Closet, Attached
Garage has Tiled Laundry
Area, with Washer, Dryer, &
Tub, & 3 Cabinets. Private
Walled, Gated Patio.

$$11,,442255..
Plus Deposit-55+ only

662233--332266--88333355
smt112400@gmail.com

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial
Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial 623-999-8226

LevelUpHVAC.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

Heating & CoolingHeating & CoolingHeating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial

CALL TODAY TO CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR SCHEDULE YOUR 

FURNACE OR FURNACE OR 
HEATER CHECK!HEATER CHECK!

$7500 Installation Special

Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

RReelliiaabbllee  EElleeccttrriiccaall
SSeerrvviicceess

...No Job To Small!
Home and Business

FFaaiirr  PPrriicceess
OOnn  TTiimmee  SSeerrvviiccee  

CCeeiilliinngg  FFaannss
OOuuttlleettss  

DDiimmmmeerr  SSwwiittcchheess  
AND MORE! 

AAlluummiinnuumm  WWiirree
SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

448800--551188--44226600
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Garage Doors

Bonded & Insured · Lic#300097

602-867-7111
www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

Family Owned & Operated SAME DAY
SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL

$400 OFF
INSULATED GARAGE DOORS

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 10-31-26.

SPRING REPAIR
HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH

LONGER LIFE
Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and

opener PLUS an assessment of your system.

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561

Call today for a FREE in-home estimate for door replacement.

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 10-31-26.

QUIET DOOR SPECIAL
Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearings

Plus
labor

$140

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

888-665-3848
 iniusa.org/classi�eds

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Independent Newsmedia

SPEED 
THINGS UP 
WITH THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

SELLING 
YOUR  
CAR?

Ad Rates from

AS LOW AS $20
In print & online!

Call or go online to place 
your ad in minutes.

iniusa.org/classifieds
888.665.3848

mailto:smt112400@gmail.com
http://www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:legals@iniusa.org
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
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Garage Doors

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables

Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors

Garage Door Openers
New Construction

Automatic Gate Motors

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

GARAGE DOOR 
REPAIR

480-451-1931

24 Hour

Service

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS ADROC 222636

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

DRYWALL REPAIR, PRE
HUNG DOORS, CLOSET
SHELVING, GARBAGE

DISPOSALS,
LIGHTING, CEILING

FANS AND MANY
OTHER HOME

IMPROVEMENT NEEDS
CALL OR TEXT
602-741-5166

Landscaping
LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Moving/Hauling
SUN CITIESSUN CITIES

FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS
MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
  Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

  Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

  Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

  Full Service MovingFull Service Moving
  Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

MOVINGMOVING

Painting

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOROR EXTERIOR

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf

COMPLETE INTERIOR COMPLETE INTERIOR 
PAINTING

11.. /sf/sf
1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

PAINTING

1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT1ST TIME CUSTOMER DISCOUNT
27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business

Includes 
Dunn Edwards 

Paints

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Plumbing

480-828-6779480-828-6779
$49 

Any Drain Unclog
with Complementary

Camera Inspection

15% OFF 
First Responders
Senior & Military

$500 OFF 
Any Sewer Replacement

over $5,000

Up To

 - Water Heater Repair/Replacements & MORE!
Estimates - & 2nd Opinions - 24 HR Emergency Plumber

Locally Owned & Operated
* Terms and conditions apply. * Offers cannot be combined  ROC#355782

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

SHOP With 
Con�dence
Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

Remodeling

����������������������

Remodeling

G&G Design & Construction Inc.

• New Homes
• Home Additions
• Kitchens & Baths

FREE
Consultations 

623-955-9141
www.ggdesignconstruction.com

Licensed • Bonded
Insured • ROC#366207

To Place
Your Classified

1
Call 888-665-3848

Call us!

2
iniclassads@iniusa.org

Email us!

iniusa.org/classifieds
Take advantage of our

self-service option by placing
the ad yourself online.

All ads will appear online.
There’s a nominal charge
to have your ad appear in

the newspaper.

 

Our friendly team members will
be happy to assist you in placing
your advertisement in any of our 

community newspapers throughout
the Valley. Garage sales ads.

Auto for sale. Help wanted and 
more! Call us for assistance.

Office hours:
9am-4pm Monday-Thursday.

Ads can be emailed to us as 
well. Private party and/or 

business ads are welcome and 
our staff will get back to you 
quickly on pricing and other 

information.

3Place Your 
ad ONLINE

http://www.RainGutterExpress.com
mailto:878-1102%E2%80%A2dobashplumbing@icloud.com
http://www.ggdesignconstruction.com
mailto:iniclassads@iniusa.org
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We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 
• Roof Replacement & Repair 
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,

Flat & TPO Roo� ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Roofing

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

602-374-4408
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

9am-2:00pm M-F or drop 
o�  9am-2:30pm

• A Certifi cate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Spa Services

Call to book: 

623-594-3546
Also check out our other spa specials at 

www.absolutelychicskincare.com

Assisted Stretching 
ON SALE NOW

Performed by a certifi ed 
stretching and fl exibility coach

Move better • Feel better
Release tension & improve mobility

SKIN CARE FACIAL
on sale no� for �79

Normally $95
SEE ALL OUR SPECIALS 

ON THE WEBSITE
absolutelychicskincare.com/specials

Absolutely Chic Skin Care Inc.

Tree Removal

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

BENNETTBENNETT
TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE

Professional Arborist Tree Care

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

623-204-1225623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

Roofing

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center 
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet  
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Advertise in our Business
and Service directory and
connect with  thousands
of potential customers!

Call 888-665-3848 for details today.
iniusa.org/classifieds

NEED WORK DONE AROUND
THE HOUSE? DON’T HAVE THE

TIME OR THE EXPERTISE?

Take a look at the 
advertisers in this 
Business and
Services Directory.
To advertise call 888.665.3848
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

NEED WORK DONE AROUND
THE HOUSE? DON’T HAVE THE

TIME OR THE EXPERTISE?

Take a look at the 
advertisers in this 
Business and
Services Directory.
To advertise call 888.665.3848
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

Roofing

http://www.abcoshredding.com
http://www.absolutelychicskincare.com
mailto:AZADS@INIUSA.ORG
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Fall is coming!

Comfort starts with a roof 
you can trust.

Hot Coffee.

Cool Mornings.

A Roof You 
Can Count On.

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 198009 - 082024 - 318282 

www.JBSroofingAZ.com

EASY

FINANCING

AVA I L A B L E
!

ROC #’s: 061127 - 287012 - 082024 - 318282.

E S T A B L I S H E D  I N

 New Construction, Repairs, 
Recovers, Maintenance

 Installation of Gutters

 Shingles, Tile, Built Up, Single Ply,
Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake

http://www.JBSroofingAZ.comEASYFINANCINGAVAILABLE!ROC
http://www.JBSroofingAZ.comEASYFINANCINGAVAILABLE!ROC
http://www.JBSroofingAZ.comEASYFINANCINGAVAILABLE!ROC
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