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Neighbors
80-year-old retiree
volunteers at 
school; 11

Things to do
Annual Día de los 
Muertos Festival 
Oct. 24-25; 12

• See Learning on page 4 • See Utility Rates on page 15

By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

There are no grades, no attendance sheets 
and no fi nal exams at New Frontiers for Life-
long Learning.

What its members do have is a fall catalog 
with more than 80 classes, along with hiking 
and bicycling groups, book discussions, out-
ings, lunches, volunteer opportunities and plen-

ty of chances to meet someone new.
For longtime member Allan Zisner, the 

group’s president, that combination is the point.
“Just come and have a good time,” Zisner 

said. “No attendance is taken. There’s no test 
a erwards. Just have a good time. Share with 
your knowledge, what you know.”

New Frontiers, a peer-led organization with 

Allan Zisner speaks 
about the New Frontiers 
for Lifelong Learning 
program while, from 
left, Ray Banks, Gloria 
Bruce, Jacki McDugle, 
Carol Stantion and Merri 
Marx listen in. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia, Tom 
Blodgett)

New Frontiers off ers adults New Frontiers off ers adults 
learning without testslearning without tests

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Mesa City Council has ap-
proved a notice of intent to raise wa-
ter, wastewater and solid waste fees, 
a monthly increase of about $6 for 
the average homeowner.

The city is also looking to increase 
rates for its electric and natural gas 
customers.

The notice, unanimously passed 
by the council on Oct. 5, has started 
the clock on a 60-day public notice 
period.

The council will be holding a 
public hearing and acting on the pro-
posed rate hikes for water, wastewa-
ter, solid waste, electricity and natu-
ral gas when it meets on Dec. 8.

“If council wanted to adopt a rate 
higher than what is in the notice, 
council would need to fi rst adopt a 
new notice of intention for that rate,” 
Mayor Mark Freeman said. “In oth-
er words, this notice is the maximum 

Council OKs 
notice of 

intent to raise 
utility rates
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 11/15/26.
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incarizona.com

TUESDAY 
INTEGRITY NEUROPATHY CENTER • 

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15! 
PRESENTED BY

DR. AARON T SHAPIRO, DC, BCN

WITHOUT THE USE OF
DRUGS AND SURGERY

CLINICAL STUDIES REVEAL:
The debilitating pain, numbness
and tingling experienced by
patients suffering from Peripheral 

Neuropathy can be successfully
treated 

IN THIS CUTTING-EDGE FREE SEMINAR YOU’LL LEARN:

If you’re experiencing pain, burning, numbness, tingling 
or pins & needles in your hands or feet ---

Don’t miss this FREE Seminar on Peripheral Neuropathy!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

HOW TO 
GET LASTING 

RELIEF 
FROM:

WITHOUT 
THE USE OF 
DRUGS OR 
SURGERY!

BREAKTHROUGH NEUROPATHY TREATMENT

• Why many current treatments for neuropathy don’t work.
• The underlying causes of peripheral neuropathy, and the key to prevention!
• The Nobel prize winning discovery that every neuropathy patient MUST know.
• How peripheral neuropathy is diagnosed, and when it can be successfully treated.
• A technology originally developed by NASA that decreases neuropathy symptoms.
• Advanced diagnostic testing to help determine if your condition can be treated.
• A simple home therapy that is used by some of the largest specialty hospitals in the

country to treat certain types of neuropathy.
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Take the Civility Pledge

longtime ties to Mesa Community 
College, held an orientation for new 
members Sept. 25 at the college’s Red 
Mountain campus. The gathering of-
fered a glimpse of an organization that 
mixes continuing education with rec-
reation, volunteering and social con-
nections for adults in the East Valley.

New members described arriving at 
New Frontiers by diff erent paths, but 
repeatedly mentioned a desire to keep 
learning, meet people or remain active.

Connie Brown said she found the 
organization while searching for sem-
inars and discovered a New Frontiers 
program on the Navajo Code Talkers.

“It was amazing,” she said. “But I’m 
just looking for learning situations.”

Those opportunities range widely.
The fall schedule includes about 

83 classes, according to organizers, 
with subjects including history, tex-
tiles, personal fi nance, estate planning, 
travel and current aff airs. Some are 
one-time programs while others run 
for several sessions. Classes are off ered 
both in person and online. View the fall 
schedule at newfrontiers.mesacc.edu. 

There also are book groups, games, 
two levels of hiking, bicycling and a 
social calendar that can include tours, 
restaurant gatherings and other out-
ings.

New Frontiers curriculum coordi-
nator Suzanne Brown — no relation 
to Connie Brown — put the member-
ship count at 173. Brown said that was 
about 20 ahead of the organization’s 
membership at the same point last 
year.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 
membership had reached about 400, 
Zisner said. The organization lost 
about half its membership during the 
pandemic but quickly moved its pro-
gramming online before gradually re-
turning to in-person activities.

Jacki McDugle, a retired college in-
structor, joined New Frontiers shortly 

before that disruption.
A er her husband died, McDugle 

and a friend followed through on an 
idea they had discussed about getting 
involved with the organization. They 
attended an open house in January 
2020 and joined. Within months, the 
pandemic shut down in-person activ-
ities.

“I could not believe this group,” she 
said. “They switched to Zoom over-
night almost.”

She stayed, eventually becoming 
heavily involved herself.

For McDugle, New Frontiers off ers 
some of the things she enjoyed about 
education during her career without 
the less appealing parts of teaching.

“We’re having fun,” she said. “I 
don’t have to grade any papers, no 
matter how many classes I facilitate. I 
don’t have a test to give. I don’t have 
any papers to take home.”

New member Ray Banks came to 
the Phoenix area in 1986 a er previ-
ously living near London and in Chi-
cago. His wife of about 38 years re-
cently died.

Banks told the group he was happy 
to be there as members went around 
the room introducing themselves and 
explaining what had brought them to 
New Frontiers.

Other newcomers were looking 
ahead to a diff erent stage of life.

Cynthia Ellsworth, a Mesa na-
tive, retired a couple of years ago af-
ter spending 45 years working at the 

same resort in the hospitality industry. 
She enjoys bicycling and traveling and 
learned about New Frontiers through 
friends.

“I’m enjoying my time off ,” Ells-
worth said.

Jennifer Denton brought another set 
of interests.

Denton grew up in New York’s Fin-
ger Lakes region and became a nurse 
before turning to travel nursing, which 
eventually brought her to Arizona. She 
told the group she is interested in his-
tory, nature and books and also has an 
interest in helping young people aging 
out of foster care.

Although retired from nursing, 
Denton said retirement has not exactly 
ended her professional role.

“I don’t consider myself retired be-
cause I seem to be a consultant for a lot 
of people,” she said.

Connie Brown is not retired at all.
Brown, originally from Florida, 

came to Arizona through her career 
with America West Airlines and now 
works in real estate. She and her hus-
band adopted two daughters from 
China when they were in their 40s, 
and she still has children in college and 
graduate school.

Her schedule nevertheless gives her 
fl exibility to explore New Frontiers.

“I really wanted to get involved 
with a group for lifelong learning,” 
Brown said.

She said she loves history and travel 
and is interested in trying the organiza-
tion’s less strenuous hiking group, tours 
and other activities.

The mixture of education and social 
interaction is deliberate.

Zisner said classes can lead to con-
versations between people with similar 
interests and sometimes to friendships 
that continue a er a session ends.

“You meet somebody, you start 
yacking together and you say, ‘Let’s 
go for lunch,’” he said. “And that’s part 
of it, meeting other people, getting out 
of your comfort zone a little bit.”

The social committee typically 

Learning
• From page 1

Allan Zisner encourages people to come to New 
Frontiers for Lifelong Learning to come out for 
a good time. (Independent Newsmedia, Tom 
Blodgett)

• See Learning on page 16
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COMMUNITY

Early voting begins for Nov. 3 
General Election in Mesa  

Early voting began Oct. 7 for 
the Nov. 3 General Election. Mesa 
voters will consider four city bal-
lot questions. Residents in District 
5 will vote in a District 5 council 
member runoff .

City ballot questions are:
• Question 1: general obligation 

bond to enhance public safety
• Question 2: general obligation 

bond to enhance transportation im-
provements for safer and less con-
gested streets

• Question 3: charter amendment 
for section 209 (a) relating to coun-
cil meeting procedures and public 
notice

• Question 4: charter amendment 
for section 211 relating to ordinance 
posting and publication

To learn more about the Mesa 
ballot measures and general election 
information, visit mesaaz.gov/elec-
tions and review the 2026 General 
Election Publicity Pamphlet.

For questions, contact the Mesa 
City Clerk’s Offi  ce at 480-644-
2099 or clerk.info@mesaaz.gov.

Mesa voters will also decide 
on several items for Mesa Public 
Schools: 

• Four candidates — Joshua Chil-
ton, Jennifer Echols, Jason Smithson 
and Rachel Walden — are compet-
ing for two board seats. 

• Mesa residents will have the 
option to approve or deny Prop-
osition 419 — a bond for MPS of 
over $449 million for infrastructure, 
technology and transportation im-
provements — and Proposition 420, 
which allows the district to sell, 
lease or exchange roughly 23 acres 
of property that is currently vacant.

For information on the MPS 
propositions, go to https://www.
mpsaz.org/o/mpsaz/page/prop419

COMMUNITYNEWS

By Janet Perez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Mesa will receive $475,000 in fed-
eral grant funds to help support vic-
tim services.

The Mesa City Council recent-
ly unanimously voted to enter into a 
contract with the Arizona Depart-
ment of Public Safety to receive fed-
eral funding through the federal Vic-
tims of Crime Act Victim Assistance 
Grant Program.

The funding award was on the 
council consent agenda which is han-
dled through one motion and vote.

The $475,076 in funding will cov-
er a one-year period for fi scal year 
2026.

“VOCA grant funds will support 
40% of the total victim services pro-
gram costs for the city of Mesa Prose-
cutor’s Offi  ce Victim Services Unit,” 
according to a staff  report.

Program costs include salary and 

employee-related expenses for 11 
victim services staff , including six 
victim services assistants, one senior 
victim services assistant and four 
victim notifi cation clerks, the report 
continued.

“Historically, the Victim Services 
Unit at the Mesa City Prosecutor’s 
Offi  ce has been largely funded by the 
VOCA grant and previously received 
$510,012 in grant funding for fi scal 
year 2025,” the report stated.

However, due to “concerns about 
the stability of the Crime Victims 
Fund balance,” which was estab-
lished in 1984, the 2026 VOCA 
amount for Mesa dropped by 7%.

For fi scal year 2027, DPS, through 
the federal government, is awarding 
Mesa a one-year non-competitive re-
newal grant for the same amount as 
this fi scal year, which will continue 
to cover about 40% of total program 
costs for the city prosecutor’s offi  ce.

“Our Victim Services Unit pro-
vides essential educational, advoca-
cy, safety and community support 
services to tens of thousands of crime 
victims every year,” the report stat-
ed. “Without the guidance, advo-
cacy, and support off ered by Victim 
Services, some crime victims in Mesa 
may never fully exercise their victims’ 
rights or participate in the justice sys-
tem in a meaningful way.”

In fi scal year 2026, the unit served 
14,847 victims.

“The funds provided by this grant 
will help the Victim Services Unit 
continue to provide critical services 
to victims, supporting them through 
the criminal justice process, ensur-
ing they have full knowledge of and 
access to their victims’ rights, and 
assisting them in attaining full resto-
ration a er victimization by address-
ing safety, healing and economic 
needs,” the report continued.

Mesa victim services unit gets $475K 
in federal funds

When criminal charges are fi led with the Mesa Municipal Court, the Victim Services Unit reviews the case to identify victims and notifi es them of their 
rights, case status and court dates. (City of Mesa)
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INDEPENDENT
MESA Vendor Participation

Call 888-665-3848 or Email: Azads@iniusa.org

Explore the selection of products 
and services
Access essential health screenings 
and information
Enjoy FREE Giveaways
Enter to win door prizes

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

MESAMESA

FREE ADMISSION
FREE PARKING 

Win Raffle Prizes

Friday, November 13th 
9:00am-Noon

Celebrating Healthy, Active Living 
for Today’s Seniors

20262026

Mesa Market Place 
Swap Meet 
Building #4 - Before Exit 
10550 E Baseline Rd, Mesa

Win Raffle 

JOIN THE FUN
Walgreens will be on site to do Flu, Covid, 
and other immunizations.
Please bring your Medicare card.

BUSINESS SPONSORS
• Desert Sky Dermatology

• SCAN Health Plan
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Compiled by Richard H. Dyer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

BUSINESS MOVES

LIQUOR LICENSES

STAGE 12 WEST

HILTON

If you have a new business that has 
just opened, is under construction or 
is celebrating an anniversary, please 

email rdyer@iniusa.org

10

The Mesa City Council on Sept. 28 
voted to recommend the Arizona 
Department of Liquor License and 
Control approve the following licenses 
as part of its consent agenda in which 
all items are voted on through one 
motion and vote:

• A new series 12 restaurant 
license for Ox Korean BBQ, a 

Mesa restaurant that serves lunch and 
dinner. The license is for MS Korean 
BBQ LLC, 1622 S. Stapley Drive in 
Mesa. Junyan Liu is the agent. There is 
no existing license at this location.

The Mesa City Council on Oct. 5 vot-
ed to recommend the Arizona Depart-
ment of Liquor License and Control 
approve the following licenses as part 
of its consent agenda in which all items 
are voted on through one motion and 
vote:

LIQUOR LICENSES

1

5

2

6

3

4

• A new series 10 beer and wine 
store license for Blue Dragon 

Smoke & Vape, a Mesa smoke shop. 
It is for Blue Dragon Smoke & Vape 
LLC, 430 N. Dobson Road Suite 
Nos. 100-101 in Mesa. Jeff rey Craig 
Miller is the agent. There is no existing 
license at this location.

• A new series 12 restaurant 
license for Harbor Seafood & 

Cajun House, a Mesa restaurant that 
serves lunch and dinner. Then license 
is for Puff erfi sh LLC, 2711 S. Alma 
School Road Suite No. 14. Jeff rey 
Craig Miller is the agent. The existing 
series 12 restaurant license held by 
Haedod One LLC will revert to the 
state.

• An ownership transfer of an 
existing series 7 beer and wine 

bar license is being sought for The 
Sacred Pint, a Mesa bar. The license 
is for The Sacred Pint 214 LLC, 214 
W. Main St. in Mesa. Jennifer Laurel 

McCartney is the agent. The existing 
series 7 beer and wine bar license held 
by The Sacred Pint LLC will revert to 
the state for modifi cation.

• A new series 12 restaurant 
license for Altar by Pinnacle 

Brewing, a Mesa tap room that serves 
lunch and dinner. The license is for 
Pinnacle Brewing Co., 104 W. Main 
St. Suite No. 101 in Mesa. Robert 
William Wilson is the agent. There is 
no existing license at this location.

• A new series 12 restaurant li-
cense for Buddha’s Brew Coff ee 

Café, a Mesa café that serves breakfast 
and lunch. The license is for Old Town 
Ink Mesa LLC, 710 E. Main St. in 
Mesa. Michael Joseph Schreier is the 
agent. There is no existing license at 
this location.

• A new series 12 restaurant 
license for Shima Sushi, a Mesa 

restaurant that serves lunch and dinner. 
It is for Sushi Nakano Inc., 1902 E. 
Baseline Road Suite No. 5 in Mesa. 
Leo Nakano is the agent. There is no 
existing license at this location. 

Stage 12 West, formerly known 
as 12 West Brewing on Main, 

held its grand opening Oct. 2 at 12 W. 
Main St. in Mesa. The venue com-
bines high-fi delity sound, immersive 
laser displays and elevated dining in 
the heart of West Mesa. It has live 
music, sensory-driven visuals and a 
chef-cra ed menu. Entrees include 
grilled salmon fi llet, BBQ pulled pork 
sandwiches and vegetarian pasta pri-
mavera, alongside shareable favorites 
including spicy chicken wings, loaded 
nachos, and a bruschetta trio. Desserts 
include chocolate lava cake, classic 
cheesecake, and apple crisp, the release 
states. Stage 12 West also features its 

speakeasy downstairs called Jo-
lie’s Secret celebrated its grand 

opening Oct. 9.

The city of Mesa, Hilton and VIVO 

NOW OPEN

Development Partners held a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony Sept. 28 for 
the dual-brand Tempo by Hilton 

Gallery Park and Homewood 
Suites Phoenix/Mesa Airport. 

Located at 5057 S. Power Road, the 
four-story, 174-room hotel combines 
two Hilton brands. Tempo by Hilton 
Gallery Park features 97 rooms for 
business and leisure travelers, while 
Homewood Suites Phoenix/Mesa 
Airport off ers 77 extended-stay suites. 
The project marks the Phoenix-metro 
area debut of Hilton’s Tempo brand 
and expands Hilton’s presence in Mesa. 
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604540 E. Baseline Rd., STE 119 Mesa, AZ 85206
Appointments (480) 796-1136  |  aspenmedaz.com

We accept Medicare and most major 
health insurance carriers

Numbness
Losing Feeling in your hands or feet and sometimes experiencing the pins 
and needles feeling.

Hurts to Walk
Having trouble walking, moving your feet, and being mobile is a very 
common symptom of Neuropathy.

Balance Problems
Feeling off balance, not being able to stand for long periods of time, and
just feeling off is a very common symptom.

Diabetic Nerve Pain
Pain caused by diabetes can impact the nerves and cause Neuropathy.
This pain can come at any time and last for days, months or more.

Restless Leg
The inability to stop moving your legs or other extremities. Unwanted 
movement and pain in the legs.

Arthritis
Inflammation and pain in the joints. This can impact almost any part of 
the body.

Prickling/Tingling
Painful prickling and tingling in the extremities is experienced by some of 
those with Peripheral Neuropathy.

Sharp Electric Pain
Feeling like you are being electrocuted, or touching a battery or electric
fence. This feeling can be shocking and very uncomfortable.

Burning Pain
The slow burn, and heat feeling that some people get in their hands and 
feet.

Cramping & Discomfort
Muscle cramping or general discomfort of the joints can happen 
throughout the body.

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to the nerves often causing weakness, pain, 
numbness, tingling, and the most debilitating balance problems. This damage is commonly caused by a hands 
and feet which causes the nerves to begin to degenerate due to lack of nutrient flow.

Non-Surgical Treatment Options

Our neuropathy treatment may be right for you if you suffer from the following:

NEUROPATHY 
PAIN RELIEF

Call 480-796-1136 Now to Schedule 
Your FREE Consultation!



10  October/November 2026  |  Mesa Independent  |  YourValley.net 

SCREENS:
480-883-9255
sunscreens-armadillo.com

GUTTERS:
480-570-1011

Licensed Bonded Insured ROC 195034 ROC 322703

DBA
ARMADILLO, LLCARMADILLO, LLC

SHADE SCREENS • ROLL SHADES • RAIN GUTTERS

10104 E. APACHE TRAIL, APACHE JUNCTION

IICRC CERTIFIED
ROC #201105

$20.00 OFF CARPET or$20.00 OFF CARPET or
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING!!UPHOLSTERY CLEANING!!
INCLUDES: Pre-treatment, spot treatment, no-residue rinse, 

rake & deodorizer as needed, truck mount hot water extraction
480-380-3211

GROUT CLEANING!!GROUT CLEANING!!
WE CLEAN TRAVERTINE STONE TOO!!!

CALL TODAY!!!
480-380-3211

WE SELL  CARPET —TILE —WOOD —LAMINATE —VINYL —SHEET VINYL
WE BUILD  CUSTOM SHOWERS —BACKSPLASHES
WE CLEAN  CARPET —TILE AND GROUT —STONES —UPHOLSTERY
WE DO  FLOOR REPAIRS AND SO MUCH MORE!!!

DEVELOPMENT

30-townhome development 
planned along canal

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A 30-unit townhome development 
is planned along the Roosevelt Water 
Conservation District canal north of 
the northwest corner of East Brown 
Road and North Greenfi eld Road in 
Mesa. 

The Mesa Planning and Zoning 
Board on Sept. 23 voted 4-3 to rec-
ommend the Mesa City Council ap-
prove rezoning 1.9 acres from single 
residence-35 to multiple residence-3 
with a planned-area development 
overlay and approving a site plan re-
view. Dissenting were Vice Chair-
person Jeff  Pitcher and board mem-
bers Jeff  Trexler and Troy Peterson.

Two- and three-story units are 
planned in fi ve buildings. Two amen-
ity areas are planned, one with a 

swimming pool and a ramada.
Nineteen people against the project 

voiced their opinions during a public 
hearing at the board meeting or on 
submitted comment cards. Concerns 
included privacy with buildings taller 
than single-family homes to the west, 
the new development contributing to 
traffi  c and congestion on Greenfi eld 
Road, and likely overfl ow parking 
west of the canal.

Read more at https://tinyurl.com/
2ju57umu

Terrible’s convenience store 
planned

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A Terrible’s convenience mar-
ket and accessory service station is 
planned south of the South Crismon 
Road and East Hampton Avenue in-
tersection in Mesa.

The Mesa Planning and Zoning 

Board on Sept. 23 voted unanimous-
ly as part of a consent agenda with 
other item to recommend the Mesa 
City Council approve rezoning the 
1.3-ace property from planned em-
ployment park with a planned-area 
development overlay to limited com-
mercial and approve a site plan re-
view and special-use permit. 

The landscape plan includes mul-
ga and date palm trees; and valentine 
emu bush, green cloud, sage, lantana 
and red yucca shrubs, Staff  Planner 
Jennifer Merrill said during a study 
session prior to the meeting.

Read more at https://tinyurl.
com/2n9j866s

2 cases continued, 
1 withdrawn at adjustment 
board meeting

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

All four items on the Mesa Board 

of Adjustment’s Oct. 7 consent agen-
da were passed in a 5-0 vote with 
Board members Jessica Sarkissian 
and Spencer Tippetts absent.

Only the minutes from the Sept. 2 
study session and public hearing were 
approved.

The three other agenda items were 
to:

• Continue to a date uncertain a 
substantial conformance improve-
ment permit application for an RV 
service building on 5.8 acres at 2038 
N. Country Club Drive. The permit 
is seeking deviations from certain de-
velopment standards for the expan-
sion of an existing automobile/vehi-
cle sales facility.

• Continue to the Nov. 4 meeting 
a special-use permit request for 1.8 
acres at 521 E. Lehi Road. It would 
allow the combined gross fl oor area 
of all detached accessory buildings 
or structures to exceed 100% of the 
gross fl oor area of the primary build-
ing and a detached structure to ex-
ceed the height of the primary build-
ing.

• Administratively withdraw a re-
quest for a minor modifi cation to an 
existing planned-area development 
overlay for 0.18 acres at 3750 S. Has-
sett to allow for an increase to the 
maximum building coverage for one 
lot in a single-residence subdivision.

Read more at https://tinyurl.
com/3acy924c

Thirty two- and three-story units are planned in 
fi ve buildings. (City of Mesa)

The landscape plan for a new Terrible’s gas station and convenience store includes mulga and date 
palm trees. It also includes valentine emu bush, green cloud, sage, lantana and red yucca shrubs. (City 
of Mesa)
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$100OFF
Recurring Cleaning

FALL SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 11-30-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 11-30-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!

By Tristan Chavez
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For 18 years, Barbara Mack — aff ec-
tionately known by students and staff  
as “Grandma Barb” — has made the 
1-mile walk from her doorstep in Sun-
land Village East in Mesa to Boulder 
Creek Elementary School to volunteer 
and support student learning. 

With an infectious smile, a signature 
hat, and an unyielding positive attitude, 
the 80-year-old retiree spends four 
mornings every week giving students 
one-on-one encouragement that helps 
drive student success.

A former paraprofessional from 
Minnesota, Grandma Barb moved to 
Sunland Village East with her husband 
nearly two decades ago, but just a er 
arriving, she felt a strong desire to stay 
connected to local children.

“I was only here a couple weeks be-

fore I said, ‘I’ve got a little too much time 
on my hands,’” Barb recalls. “I heard 
there was a school down the road and 
asked if they wanted a volunteer. This 
school was so welcoming, comforting, 
and friendly right from the start that I 
thought, ‘I can do this.’ It’s the best job 
I’ve ever had.”

Barb has spent most of her volun-
teer time assisting second-grade teacher 
Mrs. Shannon Olson, helping students 
with reading, working through math 
games, practicing money and telling 
time, and guiding them through retakes 
on assignments. 

Barb shares that she is driven by the 
“aha” moments when a struggling stu-
dent understands a concept.

Just last school year, Barb says she 
worked with a small group of students 
struggling with numbers and the alpha-
bet. Through patience, setting routines, 

and using educational games, each of 
the students completed the school year 
reading and performing math at grade 
level.

“How fulfi lling can a job ever be than 
that?” Barb said. 

Shannon Olson notes that Barb’s 
impact goes far beyond academics, in-
stilling accountability, confi dence, and 
warmth in every student she touches.

“She’s amazing,” says Olson. “She’s 
just a ray of sunshine on campus.”

Grandma Barb shares a message for 
everyone, her lifelong philosophy passed 
down to her from her father — share 
happiness and recognize that small acts 
of kindness can create a big impact.  

“Try to appreciate people, because 
they have so much potential and so 
much love,” Barb says. 

Tristan Chavez is a Gilbert Public Schools 
communications specialist.

NEIGHBORS

Sunland Village East resident volunteers at school

Barbara Mack, also known as Grandma Barb,
helps a student at Boulder Creek Elementary.
(Boulder Creek Elementary)
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Parade 
The theme for the 19th Annual East Valley 
Veterans Parade is “Freedom Ain’t Free, 
Nifty 250” in honor of our nation’s 250th 
anniversary and 250 years of American 

military service.
It traditionally attracts more than 90 
entries and is attended by thousands 

along Center Street and First Street in 
downtown Mesa. 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Go to evvp.org.

NOV. 11

THINGS TO DO
OCT. 28

John Scofi eld
The three-time Grammy Award winner has 
occasionally detoured from the traditions 
of straight-ahead jazz, exploring a blend 
of funk and jazz. Electrospective will rely 

on interpretative input from Scofi eld alum 
and super funk drummer/producer Adam 
Deitch (Lettuce), multidimensional Larry 
Goldings (Scary Goldings, James Taylor) 

on keyboards, and legendary bassist Oteil 
Burbridge (Dead & CO., Tedeschi Trucks, 

Allman Brothers). 
7:30 p.m. at the Ikeda Theater at Mesa 

Arts Center, 1 E. Main St. Tickets start at 
$52.50 at mesaartscenter.com.

Veterans fundraiser 
Voyager, a Journey tribute band, is 

performing at Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 9399’s annual veterans fundraiser 

concert in Apache Junction.
All proceeds are used to assist area veter-

ans and their families.
Tickets for adults are $25 at VFW Post 
9399, 133 N. Saguaro Drive in Apache 
Junction, where it will be held at 7:30 

p.m., with doors open at 6 p.m. Bring your 
own lawn chair to sit on. 

NOV. 14

NOV. 7

Rock and gem show 
Rocks, minerals, gems, fossils, jewelry, 
 cabachons, gemstone knives, used lapi-

dary equipment and more will be available 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Apache Junction Rock 
and Gem Club, 2151 W. Superstition Blvd.
Plenty of parking available at the church 

at Superstition and Ocotillo.
For information, email ajrgctreasurer@

gmail.com or go to www.ajrockclub.com.

The 20th anniversary celebration of the Día de los 
Muertos Festival is Oct. 24-25 at Mesa Arts Center, 1 
E. Main St.

The free two-day celebration features cultural perfor-
mances, live music, food and drinks, a community altar, 
a colorful Mercado and more. Plus, enjoy an expanded 
Saturday evening street party featuring free performanc-
es by QVLN (Quetzal Guerrero) at 7 p.m. and Grammy 
and Latin Grammy award-winning artist Lila Downs at 
8 p.m.

For those with sensory sensitivities, Relaxed Hour re-
turns 11 a.m.-noon Oct. 24-25. Enjoy a calmer festival 
experience with fewer crowds, face painting, hands-on 
art activities, meet-and-greets with festival performers 
and more, before the festival offi  cially begins.

Go to mesaartscenter.com/dia-de-los-muertos-festi-
val.

The free two-day celebration features cultural performances, live music, food
and drinks, a community altar, a colorful Mercado and more.  (City of Mesa)

Día de los Muertos Festival Oct. 24-25

Vertuccio Farms in Mesa is wel-
coming families back for its 28th 
Annual Fall Festival, a month-long 
celebration of America’s 250th 
birthday running Oct. 2-31.

This year’s theme, “Rooted in 
America and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness, Growing Since 1999,” hon-
ors our nation’s 250 years and the 
farm’s 28 years of fall tradition.

Admission is $17 per person, 
with kids 2 and under free, and 
includes a 5-acre corn maze, the 
new Hen House Hustle, a petting 
zoo, and more. Guests can save 
more with $2 off for a nonperish-
able food bank donation, $3 off 
for military and first responders 
and $2 off for seniors, all with ID 
where required. Leashed dogs are 
welcome. Parking is free. 

Vertuccio Farms, 4011 S. Pow-
er Road in Mesa, is open 3-9 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday; 9 a.m.-
10 p.m. Friday and Saturday: 
noon-7 p.m. Sunday; and closed 

Monday and Tuesday except Oct. 
26 and 27, when the farm is open 
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Last admission is 
sold one hour before closing. Go to 
https://vertucciofarms.com/

Vertuccio Farms’ 5-acre corn 
maze gets a patriotic makeover for 
America’s 250th, plus a new dig-
ital game that turns every twist 
and dead end into part of the chal-
lenge. Get lost in maze-crazed fun 
for the whole family.

After a run on pumpkins last 
year, Vertuccio Farms has a record 
harvest this season, with plenty of 
pumpkins in our barn to pick for 
fall porches, tables and mantels. 
Shoppers can also buy pumpkins 
in the farm’s pumpkin barn with-
out paying the festival admission 
fee.

There’s something for every age 
at the Fall Festival, from the Mega 
Slide to the Jump Pads to the 
Ropes Course, a longtime favorite. 

Vertuccio Farms’ 5-acre corn maze gets a patri-
otic makeover for America’s 250th. (Vertuccio 
Farms)

Vertuccio Farms has corn maze, fall festival
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Fresh Sausages Fresh Sausages 
Smoked SausageSmoked Sausage
Hand Made BaconHand Made Bacon
Fresh Pork CutsFresh Pork Cuts
BBQ Pork BBQ Pork 
Smoked BeansSmoked Beans
BurritosBurritos
Tamales & More!Tamales & More!

OPEN:OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pmTues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pm

3359 E. Combs3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140Queen Creek, AZ 85140
(480) 987-0101(480) 987-0101

theporkshopaz.comtheporkshopaz.com

Taking OrdersTaking Orders
for Thanksgivingfor Thanksgiving
Place Order Now!Place Order Now!
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SPORTS

Association of Pickleball 
Players hosting tourney

The Association of Pickleball 
Players Tour’s 2026 APP Arizona 
Open is set to take place Nov. 12-
15 at the sprawling Arizona Ath-
letic Grounds campus in Mesa. 

It will be at 6321 S. Ellsworth 
Road in Mesa.

Beyond a pickleball competi-
tion, the event will have some-
thing for everyone, with chances 
for spectators and participants to 
test their skills, food and drink, 
official merchandise, giveaways, 
and a Championship Court to 
showcase the world’s top pick-
leball players competing for gold 
medals and cash prizes in front of 
a national television audience, ac-
cording to a release.

Competition at the 2026 APP 
Arizona Open will be open to all 
pickleball skill levels from 3.0 to 
pro, across a wide range of age 
brackets. Players are encour-
aged to sign up quickly to secure 
their spots with registration open 
through late October at https://
www.theapp.global/tour-sched-
ule/2026-app-arizona.

“We’re beyond excited to re-
turn to Mesa, one of our favorite 

tour stops, for the fourth time,” 
APP Tour Founder Ken Herr-
mann said in the release. “Arizona 
is a premier destination for pick-
leball players and home to some 
of the world’s best players, and 
we can’t wait to see their talents 
on full display this November in 
front of great crowds and a nation-
al television audience.”

With the event taking place 
shortly after Veterans Day, the 
APP will celebrate military mem-
bers and veterans over the four 
days of festivities. Tickets will be 
free for service members through 
the APP’s tour-wide partnership 
with the Veteran Tickets Founda-
tion, also known as Vet Tix, a non-
profit organization that provides 
free tickets to currently serving 
and veterans of all branches of the 
US military and their families,

Whether you’re a first-time 

pickleball player, a hardcore com-
petitor, or simply looking for a fun 
day out with the family, all are 
welcome at the APP Tour. Just 
bring your paddle.

Pickleball Hall of Fame to 
induct 5 in Gold Canyon

Pickleball competitors Matt 
Wright, Lucy Kovalova and Dave 
Weinbach will be inducted into 
the Pickleball Hall of Fame at No-
vember ceremonies in Gold Can-
yon.

Also to be inducted are con-
tributors Marsha Freso and Linda 
Laymon.

The Class of 2026 honors five 
individuals whose extraordinary 
contributions have helped shape 
the growth, competitive excel-
lence and integrity of pickleball, 

Competition at the 2026 APP Arizona Open will 
be open to all pickleball skill levels from 3.0 to 
pro, across a wide range of age brackets. Players 
are encouraged to sign up quickly to secure their 
spots with registration open through late Octo-
ber. (Metro Creative)

• See Sports on page 17
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15% OFF BUFFET
And Take Out Order

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE DOOR
Not valid with any other offer or on holidays. Expires 11/30/2026

WOOCHI SUPER BUFFET MESA

1901 S. Signal Butte Rd. Ste 101 • Mesa, AZ 85209
480-354-3400

NO
MSG

• OVER 200 ITEMS EVERYDAY 
• BEST FOOD GOOD FOOD  
• PREPARED FRESH DAILY 
• AMERICAN, CHINESE & JAPANESE CUISINE!   
• CRAB LEGS, SUSHI, BBQ GRILLED & MORE EVERYDAY! 
• PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

WE ARE OPEN!

Authentic Italian Cuisine, Made Fresh Daily!
Where Every Bite Tells a Story of Italy

1042 N Higley Rd • 480-534-7673 • AModoMioCucinaItaliana.com
(SW corner of Higley & Brown in Bashas Shopping Plaza) • Open 7 days a week! • HAPPY HOUR 3-5pm Everyday

• Wood-Fired Pizzas

• Handcrafted Pasta

• Savory Entrees

• Italian Pastries, 
Gelato & Coff ee

• Italian Deli

$5 Martini Thursday
ON SELECT MARTINIS: 

Dirty Martini, Vesper, Botanical Martini, 
Espresso Martini, Lemon Drop Martini, 

Cosmopolitan. ($15 value! Only valid with off er.)

Board & Bottle $35
ALL DAY ON MON. & TUES

Guests receive their choice of 4 
bruschettas and an entire bottle of wine.

($54 value! Only valid with off er.)
Menu

2540 W Apache Trail, Ste 104-5 
Apache Junction, AZ

(480) 545-9750www.desertthrift.org

A Treasure Hunter’s A Treasure Hunter’s 
Best Kept SecretBest Kept Secret

Jewelry •  Clothes •  Furniture •  Tools •  Artwork •  Handbags •  Books •  Home Decor...

potential rates that 
council could adopt at 
the Dec. 8 meeting, but 
we are not adopting any 
rates tonight.”

If the rate hikes are 
approved, the increases 
will become eff ective 
on Feb. 1.

For a typical household that uses 
6,000 gallons of water per month, the 
increase in water, wastewater and sol-
id waste rates would be $5.92. Mesa 
has a combined total of 162,330 res-
idential and business water service 
connections.

Electric rates would increase by 
$3.66 and natural gas would go up 
by $2.35.

Mesa provides electricity to more 
than 18,000 residential and com-
mercial customers in a 5.5-square-
mile-area, including downtown 
Mesa, according to the city’s web-
site.

The city provides natural gas ser-
vice to more than 82,000 homes and 
businesses in Mesa and the Magma 
service area, a 235-square-mile 
system located in parts of Queen 
Creek, San Tan Valley and Pinal 
County.

The rate increases are only for 
the 2026-27 fiscal year.

“We want to be able to come back 
to council (and) make those slight 

adjustments year-over-year rather 
than waiting a couple of years and 
then coming back to council and 
making some significant changes,” 
Mesa’s Management and Budget 
Director Brian Ritschel told the 
council.

Last year, the council adopted a 
water and wastewater capacity fee, 
which is a one-time charge for new 
or upsized meters.

“One of our focuses was growth 
paying for growth. It took a signif-
icant burden of some of our growth 
projects, for instance, the Signal 
Butte water treatment plant expan-
sion, off of this forecast and record-
ing it separately and having those 
capacity fees pay for that growth. 
So that was a heavy burden off 
these rate payers,” Ritschel said.

Despite the proposed rate in-
creases, the city pointed out in a 
statement that Mesa homeowners’ 
overall costs are still among the low-
est in the Valley.

“The city’s FY 2026-27 com-
parison of property taxes, city sales 
tax, solid waste, water and waste-
water costs ranks Mesa third lowest 
among the Valley cities compared,” 
according to the statement.

Only Scottsdale and Chandler 
rank lower.

Residents can learn more about 
the rate increases and provide input 
during the 60-day comment period 
by visiting mesaaz.gov.
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us 

at AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Utility Rates
• From page 1

Mayor Mark 
Freeman
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FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING

Art • Wine • Music • Eats
Sat, Oct. 31-Sun, Nov. 1

VERMILIONPROMOTIONS.COM

2218 E Williams Field Rd • Gilbert

DONATION MOVERS
THE ARIZONA MOVERS

Call us today! (480)529-9586

20+ Years
Serving Arizona

A+ Rated
Better Business 

Bureau

Full Service
Local & Long 

Distance

Veteran
Owned & Operated

Full Residential Moving
Relocate Your Business with Confidence

For more than 20 years, people have trusted Donation Movers with 
their moving and relocation needs.

Call Donation Movers LLC for dependable moving service that 
mirrors the values and integrity of small town values. Donation 

Movers LLC can promise hassle- and problem-free professionalism 
with its services. We want to help you make your move.

donationmovers.com

Learning
• From page 4

plans three activities a month, includ-
ing a restaurant lunch, an informal 
“study hall” gathering and a tour or 
outing, social committee chair Joanne 
Handlong said at the orientation.

Members also can volunteer in the 
community. New Frontiers partici-
pants help with food distribution, vol-
unteer at performing arts venues and 
support the Mesa Community College 
student food pantry. The organiza-
tion’s holiday luncheon includes food 
donations, while proceeds from a raffl  e 
benefi t United Food Bank.

New Frontiers also is undergoing a 
change of its own.

A er more than 30 years associat-
ed with Mesa Community College, 
the organization recently incorporated 
separately as a nonprofi t while main-
taining its relationship with the college. 
Suzanne Brown said the change gives 
New Frontiers greater ability to devel-
op partnerships and off er programs in 
additional locations.

“We still are good partners, but it 
allows us to grow and reach a higher 
potential,” she said.

The organization holds in-person 
programs at both Mesa Community 
College’s Red Mountain and South-
ern and Dobson campuses, seeking to 
make classes accessible to members 
from diff erent parts of Mesa, Gilbert 
and elsewhere in the East Valley.

Membership costs $75 for 12 

months, with additional semester en-
rollment fees. Brown said most pro-
gramming carries no additional charge, 
although members may have to pay 
admission costs for certain outings or 
their own restaurant bills.

She described New Frontiers as 
serving people who continue living 
independently throughout the com-
munity rather than limiting their social 
and educational opportunities to those 
off ered within a retirement develop-
ment.

“We’re building community for 
those of us that are still living in the 
community,” Brown said.

And members themselves help de-
termine what that community off ers.

People can suggest classes, volun-
teer to lead them or join committees 
that handle curriculum, membership, 
communications and social activities. 
Zisner encouraged newcomers to fi rst 
explore the organization and then de-
cide how much — or how little — they 
want to become involved.

The essential requirement is curios-
ity.

As McDugle put it, New Frontiers 
can accommodate people whose inter-
ests range from recreation to navigating 
the challenges that come with growing 
older.

“If your focus is on having fun, we’ve 
got classes for that,” she said. “If you’re 
worried about aging, we’ve got classes 
for that. We just have a wide variety.”

Go to newfrontiers.mesacc.edu.
To voice your opinion on this story, connect with us at 

AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
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It Could Be Neuropathy
and Yes, There
are Treatments!

Do Your Feet
Burn, Tingle,
or Feel Numb?

Northwest Valley, Central & North
Phoenix, East Valley

footandanklearizona.com

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR NEUROPATHY EVALUATION
T: 623.544.9090 

according to a release.
The Class of 2026 will be formal-

ly inducted during the Pickleball 
Hall of Fame Induction Banquet 
Nov. 13 at Gold Canyon Golf Re-
sort & Spa, 6100 S. Kings Ranch 
Road in Gold Canyon as part of 
Pickleball Hall of Fame Induction 
Weekend.

The celebration is to include the 
Pickleball Hall of Fame Induction 
Banquet; Pickleball Hall of Fame 
Benefit Screening of The Power 
of Pickleball; on-court recognition 
during the APP Mesa Open event 
at the Arizona Athletic Grounds, 
6321 S. Ellsworth Road in Mesa; 
and opportunities for fans to cele-
brate and interact with the induct-
ees throughout the weekend.

With 36 distinguished members, 

the Pickleball Hall of Fame cele-
brates the individuals whose excel-
lence, innovation, leadership, and 
service have defined the history of 
our sport. Representing both com-
petitors and contributors, the Hall 
of Fame recognizes those whose 
lasting achievements have helped 
shape pickleball’s remarkable 
growth while preserving its legacy 
for future generations.

The Pickleball Hall of Fame Se-
lection Committee, co-chaired by 
2018 Hall of Fame inductee Fran 
Myer, carefully evaluates each 
nomination submitted by the nom-
ination committee to ensure every 
candidate meets the Hall of Fame’s 
standards for sustained excellence, 
lasting imApact, and significant 
contributions to the sport, the re-
lease states.

Go to https://pickleballhallof-
fame.global.

Sports
• From page 14
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GRAND OPENING!
Dr Scott Josephson Now at Power and Guadalupe

CALL US OR VISIT THE WEBSITE TO SCHEDULE • www.generationaldentistryaz.com

480-504-6516
2500 S Power Rd, Suite 131, Mesa, AZ 85209

NEW FAMILY OWNED

Come Experience what dentistry can be.

.

Generational
Dentistry

FAMILY • COSMETIC • IMPLANTS

E BASELINE RD.

E GUADALUPE RD.

S PO
W

ER RD
.

• Personalized care from someone that values relationships
• Small town feel from a dentist that was raised in rural North Dakota 

• Experienced dentist with over 14 years of experience  
delivering care in Mesa

• New office with all of the technology and comfort amenities  
to ensure the best experience

RELIGION

Vitalant blood drives 
planned at Mesa churches

Seven Mesa churches are hosting 
Vitalant blood drives in November.

Donors of all types are needed to 
help patients in emergencies and for 
planned treatments for cancer and 
blood disorders. The need is great-

est for type O, the most transfused 
and most compatible when there’s 
no time to test a patient’s blood 
type, it states at https://www.vita-
lant.org.

They are:
• 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sun-

day, Nov. 1 at St. Bridget Catholic 
Church — Collins Hall, 2213 N. 
Lindsay Road in Mesa.

• 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
1, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Mesa, 2745 N. 32nd St. in Mesa.
• 8 a.m.-noon Saturday, Nov. 

14, at LDS Citrus Heights Stake — 
Culture Hall, 2549 N. 32nd St. in 
Mesa.

• 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22 
at Holy Cross Catholic Church — 
Wellens Hall, 1244 S. Power Road 
in Mesa.

• 7:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Sun-

day, Dec. 6, at All Saints Catho-
lic Church’s Seton Hall, 1534 N. 
Recker Road in Mesa.

• 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 13, at Christ The King Cath-
olic Church’s Presentation Hall, 
1551 E. Dana Ave. in Mesa.

• 7-11 a.m. Monday, Dec. 21, 

Donors of all types are needed to help patients 
in emergencies and for planned treatments for 
cancer and blood disorders. (Metro Creative)

Mexican food and a BBQ are planned. Also, rides and bouncers, live entertainment, a raff le, games 
and prizes at the Queen of Peace Catholic Church’s annual parish fall festival. (Metro Creative)

• See Religion on page 19
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Mail To:   Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

Donate in Person:  564 N. Idaho Road, Suite #5
  Apache Junction, AZ 85119
  10am-2pm

Donate via PayPal:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can  
donate up to $421 for individuals and $841 for joint filers and receive  

a dollar for dollar credit on your Arizona State Taxes!

Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 
501(c)3 non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a  

mission to feed, clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless.

Thanks to the Arizona State Charitable Giving Tax Credit you can donate up 
to $506 for individuals and $1,009 for joint filers and receive a dollar for dollar 

credit on your Arizona State Taxes!
Genesis Project is a community focused, volunteer ran, faith based 501(c)3 
non-profit and Qualified Charitable Organization with a mission to feed, 

clothe, and hydrate the hungry and homeless, as well as connect individuals to 
social services to assist in overcoming the root causes of food insecurity.

 Mail to:  Genesis Project
  P.O. Box 5156
  Apache Junction, AZ 85178

 Donate in Person:  1050 W. Superstition Blvd.
  Apache Junction, AZ 85120
  10am - 2pm

 Donate Online:  www.GenesisProjectAZ.org

You decide 
where your

money goes!

Th
ree

 Phase Mechanical

All work is 
100% 

guaranteed!

Air Conditioning & Heating

480-671-0833
Free service call with any repair!

$3 95
check up

Never a Trip Charge!

Residential/Commercial

24/Hr. & 
Weekend 
Service

MESA OFFICE

4806057000
1145 S. Power Rd, Suite 104

Mesa, AZ 85206

CHANDLER OFFICE

4804707000
1095 W. Queen Creek Rd, Suite 4

Chandler, AZ 85248
walkinwills.com

Our locally-owned firm
helps you:

 Create or update your Will
 Set up a Trust
 Plan for Medicaid
 Secure Powers of Attorney
 And more...

Don’t wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

Flat-rate pricing. No surprises.

MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

FREE 1HOUR ESTATE PLANNING CONSULTATION WITH AN ATTORNEY

YOUR LAST GIFT SHOULDN’T
BE A COURT CASE.

Plan ahead. Avoid probateat LDS Mesa Arizona Lehi Stake’s 
Cultural Hall, 2220 N. Harris Drive 
in Mesa.

Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church hosts festival

Queen of Peace Catholic Church 
is hosting its annual parish fall festi-
val Sunday, Nov. 1.

It is 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. at the 
church, 30 W. First St. in Mesa. 

Mexican food and a BBQ are 
planned. Also, rides and bouncers, 
live entertainment, a raffl  e, games 
and prizes.

“We are very excited and grateful 
to have you join us for our annual fall 
festival this year. We hope that you 
look forward to this family focused 
event and enjoy the new additions. 
Whether you are a parishioner or 
non-parishioner, you’re welcome to 

join the fellowship and fun,” it states 
at qop.org.

‘Slice of Gratitude’ pie social 
at First Christian Church

First Christian Church of Mesa is 
hosting a pie social in November to 
celebrate love, laughter and faith.

“A Slice of Gratitude” will be 
held at 11 a.m. a er worship Sun-
day, Nov. 23, at the Fellowship Hall 
at First Christian Church of Mesa, 
805 N. Country Club Drive.

“We’re so thankful for you, our 
amazing church family. Join us af-
ter worship ... for ‘A Slice of Grati-
tude’ — a pie social to celebrate the 
love, laughter and faith we share as 
a congregation. Bring a pie to share 
— homemade or store-bought, we 
love them all. Enjoy a sweet time of 
fellowship, connection and delicious 
treats,” it states at mesadisciples.org

For information, email mesafi rst@
yahoo.com.

Religion
• From page 18
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REAL ESTATE

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Single-family home sales in the 
greater Phoenix area continued to rise, 
up 3.8% year-to-date through August 
compared with 2025. Pending sales 
slipped slightly, down just 1.1%, and 
new listings dipped 2.8%, according to 
data from Phoenix Realtors.

Greater Phoenix overall outpaced the 
rest of the country. Nationally, home 
sales dipped 1.7% from the previous 
month, while year-to-date sales were up 
2.4%.

Mesa year-to-date numbers show 
closed sales up 2.6%, pending sales 
down 34.8% and new listings down 
4.4%. The median sales price in Mesa is 
down 2% to $490,000.

“Looking at the year-to-date num-
bers, homes are selling in the market,” 
said Sammy Glassman, board presi-

dent of Phoenix Realtors, said of great-
er Phoenix. “As an individual month, 
however, August showed its traditional 
summer so ness. Sales tend to pick up 
as we head into fall.”

Year-to-date trends move upward
Although August was very slow in 

2026 compared with 2025, consistent 

with the seasonal pattern of the past de-
cade, results for the fi rst eight months of 
the year show a steadier trend.

So far in 2026, 43,194 homes have 
sold, with another 42,768 deals pend-
ing. That’s nearly 86,000 homes at those 
stages compared with fewer than 85,000 
in the same period last year.

Even though the median sales price of 
a home notched up slightly to $483,000 
from 2025’s $480,000 in year-to-date 
data, the aff ordability index remained fl at 
at 73. At that level, the aff ordability index 
indicates that the typical household earns 
about three-quarters of the income need-
ed to aff ord the median-priced home. 
Homes are sitting on the market longer; 
year to date, that’s 78 days, compared to 
73 last year.

For information on Phoenix Realtors, 
go to https://www.phoenixrealtors.com.

MESA HOUSING BY THE 
NUMBERS 

New listings: 435 (-4.4%)
Pending sales: 262 (-34.8%)
Closed sales: 360 (+2.6%)
Days on market until sale: 66 (-10.8%)
Median sales price: $490,000 (-2.0%)
Average sales price: $548,815 (-2.0%)
Percent of list price received: 98.3% 
(+0.4%)
Inventory of homes for sale: 1,138 
(+0.4%)
Months supply of inventory: 2.9 (-3.3%)
(Percent change reflects year-over-year 
data for the indicated month).
Source: Phoenix Realtors market report 
for August 2026

August home sales up 2.6% in Mesa over a year ago

The median sales price for homes in Mesa is 
$490,000, which is down 2% from August 2025. 
(Independent Newsmedia, Arianna Grainey)
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Sunday Worship at 9:30am, 11am, 4pm
Children’s Classes & Nursery at 9:30am & 11am | Youth Fellowship at Noon

6640 S. Kings Ranch Rd. 480-982-3776  —  Explore the opportunities at GoldCanyonUMC.org

F R E E  D E M O N S T R A T I O N 
of OMEGA AI+ with New Quad DNN 

with Dual Compression

OMEGA AI+ with DNN 360

HEARING LOSS

HEARING AIDS

IS MORE 
NOTICEABLE 
THAN

Our newest hearing technology, OMEGA AI+ with DNN 360, gives 
you our best sound yet. You’ve never heard hearing aids like these!
•  Our best-sounding hearing aids
•  Helps make it easier to hear in noisy places
•  Our smallest, most discreet styles yet
•  All-day battery life up to 51 hours*

*OMEGA AI+ with DNN 360 only. 
Other styles will vary.

UP TO $1,500
discount on purchase of an

OMEGA AI+ with DNN 360 System
Coupon must be present at time of purchase. Cannot be used on previous 

purchases or combined with other discounts. Expires 11/15/26.

Call or Text (480) 964-2386 Today!
7165 E. University Dr, Bldg. 17, Ste. 167 • Mesa, AZ 85207

www.ABCHearingAids.com | Like us on 
Proudly Serving the Hearing Needs of the East Valley for over 35 years!

OUR SERVICES:
• Maintenance
• Repairs
• Full Roof

Replacements
• Tile, Shingle, Patio,

Foam & Coating
• Seamless Gutter 

Installations

FREE
INSPECTIONS

($49 Value)

Give us a call
480.924.4444

Or Text 480.434.3341
firstresponseroofingaz.com

ROC 337526
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Financing Available  
Military Discounts

THINGS TO DO

Mountain View Funeral Home 
and Cemetery will turn into a lively 
celebration of color, culture and re-
membrance during its free Día de los 
Muertos event on Saturday, Nov. 7.

Families are invited to the 4-7:30 
p.m. event at 7900 E. Main St. in 
Mesa to explore vibrant ofrendas, en-
joy folklórico dancing and music, grab 
a bite from local food trucks, and cele-
brate the loved ones whose stories still 
bring people together, according to a 
release.

Created in partnership with Futuro 
Insurance, the celebration grew from 
a desire to give East Valley Hispanic 
families a welcoming, respectful place 
to honor a tradition that carries gener-
ations forward. 

At the heart of the evening are the 
ofrendas, temporary altars that fami-
lies create to remember relatives and 
friends who have died. Families may 
reserve an altar at no cost and make it 
their own with photographs, candles, 
marigolds, favorite foods and drinks, 
treasured keepsakes, and the little de-
tails that summon a familiar smile, a 
favorite saying, or a life well lived.

“Día de los Muertos is really about 
keeping the people we love close by 
sharing their stories and remembering 
the moments that made them special,” 

Elisa Krcilek, 
vice president 
of Mountain 
View Funer-
al Home and 
Cemetery, said 
in the release. 
“We’re grateful 
to off er a space 
where families 
can come to-
gether, celebrate 
those memories, 
and honor their 
loved ones with 
joy and respect.”

The celebra-
tion will feature folklórico dancers, 
music, face painting, storytelling, food 
trucks, raffl  e baskets, and prizes for 
the most decorated altars. Guests are 
also invited to take the stage in their 
fi nest Día de los Muertos-inspired at-
tire. New this year, a food truck serv-
ing hot drinks will off er a welcome bit 
of warmth as the November evening 
cools.

The event is free and open to the 
public. For information or altar-reser-
vation details, visit mountainviewfu-
neralhomeandcemetery.com/event/
dia-de-los-muertos-4 or call 480-832-
2850.

At the heart of the eve-
ning are the ofrendas, 
temporary altars that 
families create to re-
member relatives and 
friends who have died.  
(Metro Creative)

Celebrate Día de los Muertos 
at cemetery in Mesa
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Garage Sales

22400 SS SPRINGWOODD BLVDD || MESA,, AZ 

8:30am to 1:00pm
Sunland Springs Village
Ample parking, both indoor and outdoor 
vendor booths.  Free entry.

Donuts, coffee, lunch items, soda and 
water available for purchase.

HOLIDAZE 
CRAFT FAIR 
SATURDAY NOV , 202

Unique Holiday Shopping 
The fair features over 70 new and 
returning vendors selling their 
homemade arts and crafts.  
Includes a wide variety of items 
such as woodwork, ceramics, 
jewelry, fiber arts, decorations and 
much more.

ssvcraftfair@gmail.com

2240 S SPRINGWOOD BLVD | MESA, AZ 

8:30am to 1:00pm
Sunland Springs Village
Ample parking, both indoor and outdoor 
vendor booths.  Free entry.

Donuts, coffee, lunch items, soda and 
water available for purchase.

Guns/Supplies

Golf Cars
Buying Running & 

Non Running 
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Hearing Care

Landscaping

PAVER PATIOS
& WALKWAYS
FIRE PITS &
DESERTSCAPES
TREE & PALM
TRIMMING & 
STUMP GRINDING
LAWN CARE

JULY AZ
L A N D S C A P I N G

480-386-3954 SCAN ME!FREE ESTIMATES

Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Plumbing

PLUMBING SERVICES

WE ARE A FULL-SERVICE PLUMBING COMPANY
SPECIALIZE IN WATER & SEWER LINE REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

• Drain & Sewer  • Water Leaks  • Hydro Jetting
• Camera Inspections  • And More

rescuemyplumbing.com
LOCALLY OWNED
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
ROC# 333354480.286.5372 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 

Call  
623-445-2700

 

Do people
know you 

have a
website?

Use a print 
ad to inform 
and remind 
people to 
go to your 

website:

Put YOUR
website 
address 

here

Advertising
gets results!

Call
888-665-3848

 To Advertise
CALL

888-665-3848

  

YOU
CAN’T

AFFORD 
NOT

TO

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

Call us for details

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Houses- Sales Remodeling

Fast 24 hour response!
480-430-7737 Cell

AAAFinishers@live.com Email

Since 
1978

aaaActionContractingInc.com
LIC/BONDED/INSURED | Residential | Commercial | ROC#218802

Bath & Kitchen Remodels
• Drywall & Stucco Repairs • Cabinets • Remodeling

• Painting • Plumbing • Electrical • Doors & Windows • Roofing
• Tenant Improvements • Water & Fire Damage Restoration

Roofi ng

ANGLER
CONSTRUCTION

No job too big or small
Senior discounts available

ROC # 305771 

Licensed Bonded Insured

DEDICATED TO QUALITY AND SERVICE

FREE 
ESTIMATES

480-518-3246

2022

WINNER
EAST VALLEY

FAVORITES

YourValley.net

AANNGGGLLEERR
ROOFING

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Weatherproof  LLCWeatherproof  LLC
((800800))    230-5341 (480)) 823-1138 823-1138

New Roofs-Roofing Repair New Roofs-Roofing Repair 
Shingle, Tile, Flat & Foam RoofsShingle, Tile, Flat & Foam Roofs
Turbine Vent ReplacementTurbine Vent Replacement
Exterior House PantingExterior House Panting

We Fix Roof Leaks!
ROC #317976 ROC #317977ROC #317976 ROC #317977

SeniorSenior
DiscountsDiscounts

Family OwnedFamily Owned
& Operated& Operated

Free Evaluation

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Discover
Valuable 

Treasures

NEW
Garage Sale 

Listings   
Daily 

INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS
CLASSIFIEDS
SEE MORE 

VALLEYWIDE 
Garage Sale Listings 

Online at 
iniusa.org/classifieds

To advertise, 
call:

888-665-3848

GARAGE 
SALE

LEGAL NOTICES

Business fi ling, public notices, court
summons, legal postings and more can
now be published in your hometown 
newspaper!

All notices published in your local newspaper  
AND the Phoenix Independent - a newspaper that 
complies with A.R.S. 10-140.34 and A.R.S.
39-201A & B as required by the State of  
Arizona for publishing legal notices.

Includes a notarized affidavit of publication

Email:  legals@iniusa.org
Call: 888-665-3848

We make publishing
your legal notices

FAST & EASY!

 
 

888-665-3848

 

LET
THEM
KNOW

WHO
YOU
ARE

TODAY
& GET

RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call
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PLUMBINGHEATING COOLING NEW HVAC
SYSTEMS
as low as
$99/mo

Lifetime workmanship guarantee
on all new unit installations

• Extends Lifespan of the System

• Prevents Expensive Repairs
Disclaimer: Some restriction may apply. Please mention this ad when scheduling service. 

$ 3 9  T U N E U P
SPECIAL OFFER Benefits of A/C 

System Tune Up:

4.9 Stars | 1,500+ Reviews

QUALITY INSTALLATIONS.
Service you can Trust.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured. ROC 342520, 349214

10 YEAR WORRY FREE GUARANTEE  
ON NEW UNIT INSTALLATIONS

Disclaimer: Some restrictions apply, limited time only, call for details.
WORRY FREE

10
YEAR 

FREE SECOND OPINION
ON MAJOR REPAIRS OR REPLACEMENT

Disclaimer: Please mention this coupon when scheduling second opinion visit. Limited time only.

GIVE US A CALL AND WE’LL GIVE YOU A FREE SECOND OPINION

Not sure about the quote from the other guys? 

50% OF PROCEEDS DONATED TO 
HELP KIDS FIGHTING CANCER

480-939-6744

Scan for Scan for 
FREE Quote orFREE Quote or

Schedule ServiceSchedule Service

END OF SEASON 
INVENTORY BLOWOUT SPECIALS

Call for details. Limited time only.

No Interest No Payments 
until 2027* 

New Systems. Installed. 
*On approved credit. Expires 10-31-2026.

$

★ ★ ★ ★ ★★
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