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Council discusses
e-bike safety,
regulations

Youth council and police chief
presented

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley Police Chief Free-
man Carney presented information
about electric bicycles to the Paradise
Valley Town Council during an Oct.
8 study session.

He explained the differences be-
tween e-bikes and electric motor-
cycles, reviewed e-bike-related in-
cidents reported in Paradise Valley
during the past two years and dis-
cussed safety measures other munic-
ipalities have taken.

E-bikes can encourage children to
spend time outdoors with their fami-
lies, as previous generations did, and
do more activities away from screens,
something many people say they
want for today’s youth, Carney said.

“It’s important to recognize that
there are several good actors on these
bikes that are doing good and using
them for good purposes. However,
there are some that aren’t, as well,”
Carney said.

Arizona law defines an electric bi-

® Sece E-bikes on page 24

Mayor discusses
Proposition 426
at community
coffee event

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

aradise Valley Mayor
PMark Stanton met with

residents over coffee and
pastries to answer questions,
discuss town issues and talk
about the Oct. 8 Town Coun-
cil meeting, with much of the
conversation focused on Prop-
osition 426, a measure asking
voters to increase the town’s
legal spending limit.

® Sece Prop 426 on page 14

Mayor Mark Stanton speaks with resi-
dents during a community event on Oct.
9 at Paradise Valley Town Hall. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)
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A LEGACY OF REAL ESTATE EXCELLENCE
ince 1956

ROBERT JOFFE

Co-Founder COMPASS AZ
Top 10 Agent in The Valley for 26 Years
Top 500 Agent in the Nation for 26 Years

Personally Sold Nearly $4 Billion
in Residential Real Estate

Our Marketing Works and
Our Connections are Limitless

The Choice Is Obvious

Call Today to Find Out Why
So Many People Trust The Joffe Group

THE

JOFFE GROUP

602 989 8300

TheJoffeGroup com
Robert Joffe

COMPASS robert thejoffegroup com
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MY Al THINKS I'M WONDERFUL.

DOES YOURS?

I’'ve been wondering why I sometimes run
my crazy ideas through Al before sharing
them with my family or leadership team.

I told myself it was efficiency. Al 1s always
available. Never too busy. Never gives me
that look that says, “Greg, please tell me you
haven’t already spent money on this.”

Then I read a study that suggested another
explanation. Maybe I'm not going there for
better thinking. Maybe I'm going there for
better treatment. Uh-oh.

Researchers at Stanford tested 11 leading
Al models and found they affirmed

people’s actions 49% more often than
humans did. Not just harmless things, either.
The agreement extended to situations
involving deception, illegal conduct, and
other harmful behavior. The study appeared
in the journal Secience in March.

Apparently, I've found someone who thinks
almost all my ideas are terrific. And I don’t even
have to buy it dinner.

The researchers call this “sycophancy.” That’s
a sophisticated word for something most of us
recognize immediately: telling people what they
want to hear. Only now, the flatterer has an
impressive vocabulary and can deliver twelve
reasons you're right before your spouse finishes
explaining why you’re wrong,

You can see the appeal.

But here’s the part that got my attention. In
three experiments involving 2,405 participants,
even one interaction with an overly agreeable

Al made people more convinced they were right
and less willing to take responsibility or repair a

Greg@72SOLD.com | 480.998.9900 | © Greg Hague, 2026. All rights reserved.

conflict. And despite those effects, participants
preferred and trusted the flattering AL

We didn’t just swallow the sugar. We liked
the cook.

Imagine you’ve had an argument with a
friend. You want to know whether you’re
right or could possibly be wrong. So you open
your favorite Al program, perhaps ChatGPT,
and explain what happened, trying your best
to be objective.

Of course, it’s your version. You can’t help
that. You explain how patient and reasonable
you were. How much restraint you showed.
Then, to be fair, you give your friend’s side of
the story. As you understand it.

And what happens? Suppose your Al says
it’s sorry you had to experience that. It
completely understands your frustration. In
fact, it commends you for being so restrained
and logical.

You came looking for an objective perspective.
You leave with a defense attorney.

BY GREG HAGUE

That’s a hypothetical example, but I
believe it illustrates what the study was
talking about. You ask for advice about
how you should behave and unknowingly
get back a justification of how you already
behaved.

In a world that feels uncertain and
occasionally a bit unbalanced, particularly
during political campaigning, is that what
we really need?

Maybe that explains some campaign

speeches. Somewhere, a candidate is asking

Al “Am I the only person who can save this

country?” And the response begins, “That’s
an incredibly insightful question.”

Maybe this is the instruction I should start
giving Al:

“Don’t help me prove I'm right. Help me
discover where I'm wrong.”

Then: “What am I overlooking? What would
a thoughtful critic say? What evidence would
change this conclusion?”

That isn’t a guaranteed cure. It’s a reminder of

what I should be asking for.

And before an important decision, I still want

a conversation with someone who knows me,
understands the consequences, and feels free to
disappoint me. Someone whose affection doesn’t
depend on agreement. Someone who can say,
“Greg, I love you. But that’s a terrible idea.”

Al can help me prepare for that conversation. It
shouldn’t become my excuse to avoid it.

My Al thinks I'm wonderful.

My family would like to review the evidence.

@ﬂ? #Wo CEO, 72SOLD
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Paradise Valley puts spotlight on
domestic violence awareness

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

CLEAR plans door-to-door
baggage assistance for Phoenix
Sky Harbor Airport

CLEAR plans to launch a door-to-door
baggage assistance service at Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport by Thanks-
giving.

CLEAR Concierge is a service where a
CLEAR staff member will greet travelers at
a dedicated meeting point as they arrive to
the airport, carry their bags and assist them
through the CLEAR+ security lane and to
their gates or wherever else they may need
to go.

Read online at YourValley.net

Three candidates seek two SUSD
Governing Board seats

One incumbent and two newcomers are
running for two seats up for grabs on the
Scottsdale Unified School District Gov-
erning Board in November.

Amy Carney is looking to win a second
term on the board while Jeanne Beasley
and Dr. Jennifer Johnson have also thrown
their hats into the ring.

Scottsdale Unified School District
Board terms are all four years long and are
unpaid.

Read online at YourValley.net

AG files lawsuit against TikTok for
concealing mental health dangers
to teens

Arizona is filing its own lawsuit against
TikTok and its affiliated companies accus-
ing the social media platform of violating
state consumer protection laws by conceal-
ing its mental health dangers to teens.

The attorney general also claims TikTok
has a business strategy designed to pur-
posely addict minors, which “has caused
widespread and significant injury to Arizo-
na minors and to Arizona consumers gen-
erally.”

Read online at YourValley.net

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley’s Coffee
with a Cop event Wednes-
day, Oct. 7 featured Tanya
Rouintan, bureau chief of
the Family Violence Unit at
the Maricopa County Attor-
ney’s Office, who spoke with
residents about domestic vi-
olence awareness.

Paradise Valley Police
Chief Freeman Carney said
educating residents about
domestic violence can help
victims by giving them more
people to turn to who know
how to offer support and
connect them with resources.

“This happens behind
closed doors and so we need
a good partnership,” he said.
“Partnership is with the

® See Awareness on page 22

Tanya Rouintan, bureau chief of the Family Vi-
olence Unit at the Maricopa County Attorney’s
Office presents facts and resources to resi-
dents at the Coffee with a Cop event Wednes-
day, Oct. 7, in Paradise Valley. (Independent
Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

Mayor proclaims October
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
The Town of Paradise Valley proclaimed October 2026
as Domestic Violence Awareness Month during its Oct. 8
Town Council meeting.
The proclamation recognizes the impact of domestic vio-
lence and the importance of raising awareness and support-

Council Member Julie Pace, Mayor Mark Stanton, Council Mem- ing survivors.

ber Ellen Andeen Keller, Melisa Dodge, Council Members Anna

Paradise Valley Victim Advocate Melisa Dodge attended

Thomasson and Karen Liepman with the town proclamation at

the Thursday, Oct. 8 town council meeting in Paradise Valley.
(Photo submitted by Paradise Valley Town Clerk Duncan Miller)

® See Domestic Violence on page 28
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Dream Home!
5022 E Orchid Paradise Valley Az
5 bedrooms | 7 baths | 7511 sf | $9,400,000
Call or Text Now for more information

Set behind private gates in prestigious Paradise Valley, this pristine Modern Mediterranean
compound by Regal American delivers unmatched luxury under $10M. Flawlessly maintained
and showing like new, the estate opens through 14-ft groin-vaulted ceilings to a 930+ bottle
wine showcase and a dramatic 44'x40’ great room. A 13-ft Carrara marble island anchors the
chef’s kitchen featuring Sub-Zero/Wolf appliances, butler’s pantry, and pocketing 10-ft glass
doors. The entertainment lounge includes a wet bar opening to 3,000+ SF of covered loggias.
The primary retreat features dual designer closets and a spa bath. Outside, Berghoff Design
Group landscaping frames a 25-meter lap pool, swim-up bar, spillover spa, and LED waterfall,
accompanied by dual ramadas with a full outdoor kitchen, outdoor fireplace, and expansive
synthetic lawns. Complete with full Control4 automation, blackout shades, and multi-car storage

PLUSH

ARIZONA LIVING
602-432-4743

www.plushaz.com
Jarrodsmith_777 @



http://www.plushaz.com
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Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help my community
become a safe place for people to engage

in civil discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/.

This publication is offered free of charge in an
effort to keep our neighbors informed, as well as
to support the local business owners who make
up our community. Please support their business.
Every effort is made to avoid errors, misspellings
and omissions.

If an error comes to your attention, please accept
our sincere apologies and notify us.

This newspaper is recyclable,
biodegradable and contains recycled
materials.
Copyright 2026. All rights reserved. No
part of this publication can be printed or
reproduced without the publication’s permission.
Independent Newsmedia Inc., USA, assumes no
responsibility for unsolicited material.

The Mahj Club makes connections
through the generations

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Nestled into a Downtown Scott-
sdale business complex and tucked
away in the back, the glass doors
open into a room with grand crystal
chandeliers, a carefully curated in-
terior, pink velvet electric mahjong
tables and green velvet tufted chairs
arranged in rows throughout the long
space.

Soft music plays as Mahj Club
members focus on their strategy and
their games, while owner and manag-
er Julia Zastrow greets anyone walk-
ing in with a smile on her face and a
warm welcome at the door.

Zastrow started her business, The
Mabhj Clubs, as just a club between her
and her friends a few years ago. They
wanted a way to connect with friends,
do something analog that challenges
the brain and get off the screens after
COVID, Zastrow said.

In January, she decided to not just
acknowledge the gap in spaces to gain
these types of connections that so
many people in Arizona are seeking,
but do something about it and created
a place to meet, play and learn.

Since then, The Mahj Clubs has
only grown, Zastrow said.

“It’s been amazing, very well re-
ceived, we have grown in all respects,”
she said. “We realized there was such
aneed for this. There’s a need for peo-
ple to connect. There was a need for a
social club, and then this was born.”

For Zastrow, that connection also
means preserving the history and cul-
ture of mahjong while making sure the
game continues with younger genera-
tions. The Mahj Clubs offers lessons
for kids, teens and adults of all ages,
creating opportunities for generations
to learn and play together.

“At the root of it is connection, and

Julia Zastrow watches over a game and helps newer players strategize at The Mahj Clubs in Scottsdale,
on Tuesday, Oct. 6. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

Women play mahjong at The Mahj Clubs in Scott-
sdale, on Tuesday, Oct. 6. (Independent Newsme-
dia/Allison Kotzbauer)

the social aspect, and feeling like you
could walk in here and have a seat at
the table,” she said. “Not only in the
club but at home people are playing
with their families, and spending time
together.”

The goal is to carry on the rich
history of the game while also creat-
ing something new around it, giving
people of different generations a way
to connect through mahjong.

“When we teach, we always talk

Julia Zastrow, Owner and Manager of The Mahj
Clubs, at The Mahj Clubs in Scottsdale, on Tues-
day, Oct. 6. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison
Kotzbauer)

about the history of it, and where
it came from, and how it’s always
brought people together, and now
it’s just brought people together at a
greater scale,” she said.

Scottsdale resident and new Mabhj
Clubs participant Brooke Boylan
took her first mahjong class with the
club and appreciated the attention to
detail in the lessons. Each table has
an instructor, allowing participants
to receive hands-on instruction and

® See Mahj on page 20
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GLOBAL PROPERTIES

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Offered at $14,995,000 Offered at $8,095,000

6232 E Bret Hills Drive | Paradise Valley 7903 N 54th Place | Paradise Valley
Offered at $6,900,000 Offered at $5,895,000

7272 N 71st Street | Paradise Valley 6600 N Cardinal Drive | Paradise Valley

Four Paradise Valley estates, each a different answer to the same question: how do you want to live?
A private world of retreat and wellness. A mountainside home built for the years ahead. The ease of
new within an established enclave. A warm, welcoming estate that invites you to stay.

However you define living well, it starts here. Call us today!

Jill Brenenstuhl Angela Cole Julianne Brenenstuhl
Partner | REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®
602.524.1677 480.390.8177 480.930.7065

Jill@pvluxre.com Angela@pvluxre.com Julianne@pvluxre.com
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide
an open forum for our readers. We
hope to stimulate debate, not to
dominate or control it. We reserve
the right to edit our opinions, and
we insist on civility. Please include
your name and phone number, so
we can contact you for clarification
or confirmation. We welcome your
photo. All opinions must be no more
than 300 words.

Those that are judged as personal
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion
writers will not be considered. No
person may submit more than two
opinions for publication during a
calendar month. T'wo submissions
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission
is the responsibility of the person
who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply” to
the people about whom we write.
Readers who disagree with a news
story are welcome to respond with a
letter.

Prop 426: A familiar practice,
complementary to Prop 427

Arizona’s expenditure limitation
is an artificial spending ceiling es-
tablished almost 50 years ago. It re-
lies on population and inflation, not
changing demands or available reve-
nues. Paradise Valley’s population
is steady, but infrastructure, public
safety and service de-
mands have grown.

Proposition 426 is
proven and nothing
new. More than 90%
of Arizona munici-
palities have received
voter approval for base
adjustments. Previous
councils unanimously supported ev-
ery adjustment. Paradise Valley vot-
ers approved them in 2000, 2006 and
2016. Some former councilmembers
supported those adjustments but op-
pose this one. I respectfully ask, what
has changed? This year, five of sev-
en councilmembers voted to put the
meas-ure before the public.

Spending capacity isn’t spending
authority. Proposition 426 adjusts the
annual legal ceil-ing — not the ad-
opted budget. It neither appropriates
$20 million, raises taxes, nor man-
dates spending. Expenditures remain
subject to the council’s public budget
process and majority approval. I have
confidence in our current and incom-
ing councilmembers’ judg-ment and
fiscal responsibility.

Proposition 427’s Capital Projects
Accumulation Fund is restricted to
qualifying improve-ments and cannot
address ordinary police operations,
recurring technology costs or rou-tine
services. I support both as comple-
mentary tools: 426 provides broader
flexibility; 427 provides a dedicated
capital funding mechanism. If choos-
ing only one, I would choose 426 for
its broader scope.

State law restricts our local con-

Christine Labelle

Please send your comments to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

trol. Even with substantial reserves,
Paradise Valley re-mains subject to
the constitutional ceiling, even during
an economic downturn. Proposi-tion
426 follows proven past practice
while preserving council oversight
and fiscal ac-countability.
Reasonable minds may disagree,
and I respect that. My support re-
flects transparency, fis-cal discipline,
and responsible long-range planning.
Join me in voting for both proposi-
tions in November, giving our council
tools to maintain the Paradise Valley

you deserve.

Christine Labelle
VICE MAYOR, PARADISE VALLEY

Proven record of finding
commonsense solutions

I ran for the state Senate to in-
vest in law enforcement, protect our
water and invest in our schools. My
opponent and his out-
of-state allies have said
a lot of crazy things
about me and my re-
cord. Despite their
negative rhetoric, I've
worked with both par-
ties to make tangible,
lasting  improvements
for our community, and I believe it
is important to highlight some of our
biggest accomplishments, including
passing 21 bipartisan bills in my first
two years at the Capitol!

Public safety is the cornerstone of
a strong community — it’s what make
Paradise Valley so desirable. I worked
with Mayor Stanton and the police
chief to deliver critical funding that

Carine Werner

ensures our police officers have the
resources to protect our neighbor-
hoods.

As chair of the Senate Health
Committee, I worked to strength-
en public health initiatives, enhance
safety for our students, and increase
penalties for drug dealers.

We achieved a balanced state bud-
get without compromising services
that families and seniors rely upon.
I led the charge to expose Medicaid
fraud and worked to pass historic tax
cuts to put money back in your pock-
et — eliminating taxes on overtime
and tips, while providing tax relief for
small businesses and seniors.

We invested significant resources
to protect our water, taking steps to
conserve and augment our supply, so
we are positioned for the future.

The political rhetoric is very loud
right now — in fact, I'm on the re-
ceiving end of a lot of it. Despite the
noise, I have worked to cut through
the party politics to work with both
sides to find commonsense solutions
to the challenges facing our state. I
am committed to serving our commu-
nity with integrity and I will always
uphold my commitment to building
stronger, safer and healthier commu-
nities.

Carine Werner
CANDIDATE, AZ SENATE D4

Vote to support strong
education in Scottsdale
Unified and beyond

There have been a few opin-
ions posted in the PV independent
lamenting the closure of neighbor-
hood public schools. I sympathize.
However, I don’t understand blam-
ing school boards for school closures.

The blame goes to our state legisla-
ture. The courts have found that the

+ See Opinion on page 18
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JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

REALTYONEGROUP © @MonroeStately

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

www.StatelyLiving.com
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JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

REALTYONEGROUP @MonroeStately

www.StatelyLiving.com

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

8020 N 64TH PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $11,500,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,009 SQ FT ON 1.04 ACRES

6528 N 60TH STREET
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $13,999,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,262 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

6323 E SAGE DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $12,999,888
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS 17928 SO FT ON 1.2 ACRES

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $8,999,888
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,363 SO FT ON 1 ACRE

4715 N LAUNFAL AVE
PHOENIX, 85018 | $8,495,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,332 SO FT ON 1.07 ACRES

PENDING 6840 E HORSESHOE ROAD
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,999,999
4 BEDS | 5 BATHS | 5,568 SQ FT ON 1.1 ACRES

5209 N 63RD PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $3,999,888
5 BEDS | 6 BATHS 15,102 SO FT ON NEARLY A 0.50 ACRE LOT

7525 N CLEARWATER PARKWAY
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,488,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS 1 8,290 SO FT ON 1.3 ACRES

#1IN PARADISE VALLEY

SOLD: $32,388,888 SoLD: $20,975,000
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED BOTHBUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000 SOLD: $18,750,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000 SOLD: $16,250,000 SOLD: $16,000,000 SOLD: $14,275,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,000,000 SOLD: $9,100,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD| PARADISE VALLEY, 85253
REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

480.788.7556

INSTAGRAM @JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

INSTAGRAM@JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

2 B

480.788.7556


mailto:JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

12 October 21, 2026 | Town of Paradise Valley Independent | YourValley.net

Three candidates square off in SUSD governing board forum

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A paralegal, a businesswoman/
writer and a career educator who has
served as a teacher, principal and dis-
trict superintendent squared off in a
candidate forum hosted by the Scott-
sdale Parent Council Oct. 7 designed
to help voters decide who should fill
two seats on the Scottsdale Unified
School District opening up next year.

Those three would be Jeanne Bea-
sley, Amy Carney and Dr. Jenni-
fer Johnson, respectively, and they
grappled with questions like how to
ensure parents are heard when decid-
ing to close schools, how to manage
student-facing positions in light of a
shrinking budget and their stance on
the district’s $375 million, five-year
bond to pay for aging infrastructure.

Maybe one of the most important
questions of the event was how would
each candidate address declining en-
rollment.

The district has lost 6,000 students
over the last 15 years — due, in part,
to a decline in school age kids mov-
ing into districts and to the fact par-
ents have more choices to go to private
schools with the state’s Empower-
ment Scholarship Account — which
has spurred tough decisions about the

Jeanne Beasley, Amy Carney and Dr. Jennifer Johnson shared their ideas on what the future of Scott-
sdale Unified School District should look like Oct. 7 during a forum put on by the Scottsdale Parent
Council. (Courtesy Maricopa County School Superintendent’s office, Scottsdale Unified School Dis-

trict and Dr. Jennifer Johnson)

budget and school closures.

Carney, the only incumbent in
the race who is serving her first term
on the board, said the board’s role is
“to learn how to fight this and not to
just keep managing decline. It means
asking why families are leaving or not
choosing us in the first place and then
pivoting to educational options that
they are looking for.”

For instance, one thing Carney said
parents want is less screen time in the
classrooms, especially in elementary
schools.

Johnson said there is a host of things
the district should be doing, the first
of which is supporting existing fami-

lies within the district, but she added
the district must also understand the
thinking of parents who are not choos-
ing the district.

“I agree we need to do much more
research on why people leave,” she
said. “What would it take to bring
them back? I think we can replicate
popular programs, whether it’s a lan-
guage immersion program or a tradi-
tional model.”

That also includes things like add-
ing more technical education pro-
grams or maybe even introducing an
arts magnate to the district.

Finally, Johnson said the district
needs to do a better job marketing its

success by eliciting the help of private
sector marketing experts and creating
brand ambassadors.

Beaseley advocated for taking a
more holistic approach.

“The governing board, the district,
needs to look at all reasons for declin-
ing enrollment,” Beasley said. “Focus-
ing on demographics or how much a
home costs or maybe people are hav-
ing less children, that’s fine, I'm not
saying that’s not part of declining
enrollment, but you have to look at
everything. If you've sat in on those
board meetings, you’ve heard parents
comment on things that they love or
don’t like about the district. Those all
have to do with declining enrollment.
For example, closing more schools
makes the district not as stable.”

The district governing board has
closed four schools over a two year
period, but the administration has no
plan to recommend shutting down
any more.

Scottsdale Unified School District
Governing Board members are not
paid and serve four year terms.

Please submit comments at yourvalley. net/letters
oremail them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Parents and students can get a look at kindergarten classes offered by Scottsdale Unified School Dis-
trict through Nov. 10, depending on the school. (Courtesy Scottsdale Unified School District)

SUSD hosting
Kindergarten Roundup

Families with children entering
kindergarten for the 2027-28 school
year are invited to attend Kindergar-
ten Roundup, a series of events host-
ed at Scottsdale Unified School Dis-
trict elementary schools.

Kindergarten Roundup gives fam-
ilies an opportunity to explore their
future school, meet teachers and ad-
ministrators, learn about academic

programs and gain valuable informa-
tion about the enrollment process,
according to a press release. Designed
to make the transition to kindergarten
welcoming and exciting, the events
help parents and children feel confi-
dent and prepared for this important
milestone.

® Sce Kindergarten on page 13
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French native Natacha Douglas is bringing the French Créperie from Missouri to Scottsdale. (Courtesy

French Créperie)

Public welcome to grand
opening of French Créperie

The public is welcome to attend
the grand opening of the French
Créperie, at 10 a.m., Oct. 24 at 4225
N. Marshall Way, Suite 2.

The cafe is an authentic French
restaurant concept that began in Mis-
souri and is owned by French native

Natacha Douglas, who specializes
in sweet and savory French crépes,
French pastries, crépe-making class-
es (beginning January 2027) and an
authentic French dining experience.
For more information, visit french-
creperie.com or call 480-885-2854.

Kindergarten
¢ From page 12

Events will take place across
SUSD’s five learning communities,
with dates and times varying by cam-
pus.

Arcadia Learning Community
+Tavan: Nov. 4,9 a.m.
+Hopi: Nov. 5, 5 p.m.

Chaparral Learning Community
+Cherokee: Held Oct. 20
+Cochise: Oct. 21, 9:15 a.m.
+Sequoya: Oct. 22, 5 p.m.

Coronado Learning Community
+Hohokam: Nov. 3, 9:15 a.m.
+Yavapai: Nov. 10, 3:15 p.m.

Desert Mountain Learning Com-

munity

+Desert Canyon Elementary: Nov.
3,8 a.m.

+Cheyenne: Nov. 3, 10 and 16,
7:45-9:30 a.m.

+Anasazi: Nov. 4, 9 a.m.

+Redfield: Nov. 10, 2 -3 p.m.

Saguaro Learning Community

+Pueblo: Held Oct. 20

+Navajo: Nov. 4, 11:30 a.m.

+Kiva: Nov. 10, 9:45 a.m.

With Open Enrollment for the
2027-28 school year beginning 8
a.m., Nov. 2, Kindergarten Roundup
also provides families with an oppor-
tunity to explore their school options
and find the learning environment
that best fits their child.

For more information, visit susd.
org/kinder.

oy dills

N

@

HIGH YIELD MONEY MARKET

P ~ ¥ ~ |2 e ’Il
& national avercige




14 October 21, 2026 | Town of Paradise Valley Independent | YourValley.net

FROMTHE COVER

Prop 426

¢ From page 1

The proposition will appear on
the Nov. 3 ballot for Paradise Valley
voters. If approved, Proposition 426
would permanently increase Para-
dise Valley’s legal spending limit by
an amount equivalent to about $20
million under current dollar values.

“Coffee with the mayor is some-
thing we do to just open up a dia-
logue,” Stanton said. “There’s no
action, it’s not a formal meeting.”

Stanton said the proposal would
give the town more flexibility to
spend available revenue when need-
ed, including in response to unex-
pected expenses or an economic
downturn. He emphasized that rais-
ing the limit does not mean the town
will automatically spend more mon-
ey or that residents will face a new
tax.

“But we’re not going for a prop-
erty tax. That’s one of the benefits
we have in Paradise Valley,” he said.
“Just because we do have that abil-
ity (to use more money in the bud-
get), it doesn’t mean that it’s a blank
check.”

The town’s budget process in-
cludes public meetings and op-
portunities for residents to review
proposed spending and share their
opinions, Stanton said.

“Every single element of that
budget is discussed in public. It’s
reviewed in public, open for public
comment, and then we take it, we
have public meetings about it. It’s all
very available to you,” Stanton told
residents. “We do this in the public
venue, everybody has a chance to
weigh in on it.”

How the expenditure limit works

Arizona voters approved a consti-
tutional amendment in 1980 estab-
lishing annual expenditure limits for
cities and towns. The state calculates
each municipality’s limit using a base
amount tied to local revenue expen-
ditures in fiscal year 1979-80, adjust-
ed for population changes and infla-
tion. Voters can approve permanent
adjustments to that base limit.

Paradise Valley voters previously
approved base expenditure limit in-
creases in 2000, 2006 and 2016. The
Town Council voted 5-2 to place
Proposition 426 on the November
ballot.

According to the town, the mea-
sure would not create a new tax or
require the town to spend more mon-
ey. The town also says its current and
projected revenues exceed projected
expenditures, and the council would
still be required to adopt a balanced
budget each year.

Town Manager Andrew Ching
discussed the history of the expen-

News

your

diture limitation with residents and
said the decision to approve or reject
the measure ultimately belongs to
voters.

“Ultimately, though, as the may-
or said, the decision will be up to the
voters of Paradise Valley. Whether
to approve or not approve that that’s
purely a question for each individual
voter to determine,” Ching said.

According to the town, 84 of Ar-
izona’s 92 municipalities have re-
ceived voter approval to modify their
expenditure limits at least once.

Supporters and opponents weigh
in

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle
supports Proposition 426, writing
in an opinion piece for Independent
Newsmedia that the measure would
adjust the town’s legal spending ceil-
ing without changing its adopted
budget.

Labelle said the increased limit
would give the town greater flexibil-
ity to address infrastructure, public
safety and service needs while main-
taining oversight of public spending.

“I have confidence in our cur-
rent and incoming councilmembers’
judgment and fiscal responsibility,”
she wrote.

Paradise Valley resident Paul
Dembow urged voters to reject the
proposition in a letter to Indepen-
dent Newsmedia. He pointed to the

town’s approval of the Ritz-Carlton
resort development as a reason he be-
lieves the mayor and council should
not be given additional spending ca-
pacity.

The planned mixed-use develop-
ment includes a resort hotel, residen-
tial properties, retail and restaurant
space. The Town Council approved
the project’s special use permit and
development agreement in Decem-
ber 2015.

“Do not hand over another $20
million to grow government and risk
more of our money. A politician with
this track record cannot be trusted
with a larger blank check,” he wrote.

Resident Rick Carpinelli ex-
pressed support for the proposition
in an opinion piece for Independent
Newsmedia, arguing that it would
give the town more flexibility while
maintaining financial oversight.

“Proposition 426 provides greater
flexibility for the town to respond to
community needs while maintaining
fiscal accountability,” he wrote.

Paradise Valley voters will decide
whether to approve Proposition 426
in the Nov. 3 general election.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
intusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide

variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet
our Crvility Guidelines.

www.desertthrift.org

A Treasure Hunlot s
Bust Uopt Seonelt

2540 W Apache Trail, Ste 104-5
Apache Junction, AZ

(480) 545-9750

Jewelry « Clothes « Furniture * Tools « Artwork « Handbags « Books « Home Decor...


http://www.desertthrift.org
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Jarson & Jarson Real Estate

We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.

Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley « 1961-2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing

distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach.

For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

sviarchitecture

I jarson&jarson REAL ESTATE

Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of

our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this azarchitecture.com
inspirational artistic beacon.

#1 Real Estate Agent
&) Ranking Arizona 2026
@ mmmmmmmm If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation. Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.
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SELL YOUR HOME
ONCE, GET
PAID TWICE.

We'll buy your PV home for cash, giving you
a multi-million dollar check upfront.

Q

HOMES2){COM.

We'll pay off your loan and cover all expenses
carrying and maintaining your home.

Q

We'll give you all our profit on resale, less expenses
you would have incurred selling traditionally.

Q

You can stay in your home or move to a new
home at any time during our resale period.

Q

You will never find a more convenient, private,
and stress-free way to sell your PV home.

Q

Want our price on your PV home? Get started at Homes2X.com.
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Black Theatre Troupe brings Broadway musical revue to Valley

Black Theatre Troupe will present
“Don’t Bother Me, I Can’t Cope”
Oct. 23-Nov. 8 at the Helen K. Ma-
son Performing Arts Center in Phoe-
nix.

Rather than following a traditional
storyline, the musical revue uses song
and dance to explore Black life in the
early 1970s, including relationships,
urban life, Black pride, feminism and
social change. Its score incorporates
gospel, jazz, soul, funk, rock, calypso
and ballads.

Written by composer and lyricist
Micki Grant and conceived by Vin-
nette Carroll, “Don’t Bother Me, I
Can’t Cope” opened on Broadway
in 1972 and ran for more than 1,000

performances. It received four Tony
Award nominations, including Best
Musical. Grant became the first Black
woman to write the book, music and
lyrics for a Broadway musical.

Black Theatre Troupe’s produc-
tion is directed and choreographed
by Patdro Harris, with musical di-
rection by Brenda Hankins and ar-
rangements by Sanford Moore. The
production features an ensemble of
singers and dancers accompanied by
live musicians.

Click here for tickets.

Founded in 1970 by Helen K. Ma-
son, Black Theatre Troupe is one of
the nation’s longest continuously op-
erating Black theatre companies.

(Photo provided by Black Theatre Troupe)

OPINION

Opinion
¢ From page 8

state legislature has been underfund-
ing our public schools for years. The
trend of public school closures will
continue if we don’t start electing in-
dividuals that value public education.

Luckily, we have the opportunity
to elect some wonderful individuals
who have not only cared about the
education of their own children, but
of all children. Dr. Jennifer Johnson is
running for SUSD school board. She
has seen education from the lens of
a classroom teacher, as well as from
the lens of an administrator. Besides
being a teacher, she has been a princi-
pal, a superintendent and a vice presi-
dent of Grand Canyon University.

It would be amazing to have some-
one with so much talent and experi-
ence on the SUSD governing board.
And we have three supporters of pub-
lic education running in legislative
District 4, including Gresham, Capu-
ti and Lieberman.

Public education is also on the
ballot in the form of Proposition 320,

written and submitted by the legisla-
ture. On the surface it sounds won-
derful, but if you take the time to read
between the lines, you will discover
that it is not wonderful. Proposition
320 targets public school districts like
SUSD and PVUSD. If you are a sup-
porter of strong and effective public
schools, please vote no on prop 320.
And if what is in prop 320 is good
policy, why doesn’t it also apply to
charter and private schools?

Public education has always been
very important to me. My children
attended SUSD schools, and now my
four grandsons attend SUSD schools.
Please vote for supporters of strong

public schools.

Barbara Rosenberg
PARADISE VALLEY

Elections, school closures,
have consequences

Elections have consequences. Re-
cently, Scottsdale families saw just
how significant those consequenc-
es can be when the governing board
voted 3-2 to close two more neigh-

borhood schools.

Copper Ridge and Laguna will join
Pima and Echo Canyon as schools
our community is losing. Four schools
in less than a year. Behind every clo-
sure are students, teachers, families
and neighborhoods forever changed.

Schools are more
than buildings. They
are places where friend-
ships form and commu-
nities connect. Closing
a school disrupts fami-
lies, changes boundar-
ies, can increase com-
mutes and weakens the
connections that make Scottsdale
special.

Yes, declining enrollment is a real
challenge, and responsible financial
decisions must be made. But school
closures should be a last resort, not
the first solution.

Before closing another school, we
should be asking: What more can we
do to attract families? Have we ex-
plored partnerships and better uses of
existing facilities? Have we fully con-
sidered the consequences alongside
projected savings? Have we listened

Jeanne Beasley

to parents choosing other educational
options?

We cannot close our way to a
stronger school district. We must give
families compelling reasons to choose
SUSD and explore every reasonable
alternative before making irreversible
decisions.

As a longtime Scottsdale resident,
former SUSD parent and candidate
for the governing board, I believe our
community deserves leaders who ask
difficult questions, welcome public
input, support school staff and put
students at the center of every deci-
sion.

School closures are decisions that
can shape neighborhoods for genera-
tions. So are the decisions we make
about who leads our district.

The future of Scottsdale’s public
schools deserves thoughtful, long-
term leadership. Vote for Jeanne Bea-
sley and Amy Carney for the Scotts-
dale Unified Governing Board on or
before Nov. 3. Learn more at SUSD-
strong.com.

Jeanne Beasley
CANDIDATE, SCOTTSDALE UNIFIED
GOVERNING BOARD
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Paradise Valley's

Personalized Care = Concierge Services = Luxury Living = Peace of Mind = Discover the Difference

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.
Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Concierge-Style Living We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services

d directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:
an

Coordinated Care « Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners « Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement

» Mobile Dental Services » Hospice Services
« Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
« Home Health Services « Salon Services

Check the websites for
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact,
LincolnRAL.com coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure
CamelbackRAL.com seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

Exclusive Offers!
Schedule a private tour foday! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson
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The Nash marks 14 years of jazz

The Nash will celebrate its 14th anni-
versary with three days of jazz Nov. 6-8
at its downtown Phoenix club, bringing
together nationally recognized musi-
cians and local performers for concerts
and a closing-night jam session.

The weekend opens Friday, Nov. 6,
with The Nash Collective, the club’s
rotating all-star ensemble. The lineup
includes saxophonist and vocalist Ca-
mille Thurman, trumpeter Ashlin Park-
er, saxophonist Clark Gibson, guitarist
Paul Bollenback, pianist Rachel Eck-
roth, bassist Corcoran Holt and Phoe-
nix native Lewis Nash, the acclaimed
drummer for whom the club is named.
Performances are at 7 and 9 p.m.

Saturday’s 7 and 9 p.m. performanc-
es feature Something Else!, a soul-jazz
group led by alto saxophonist Vincent
Herring. The seven-member ensemble,
which also includes Nash on drums,
draws from jazz, soul, R&B and funk
and performs music associated with art-

Phoenix native Lewis Nash, the acclaimed drummer
for whom the club is named, will perform Friday, Nov.
6, with The Nash Collective. (Photo provided by The
Nash)

ists including Freddie Hubbard, George
Benson and Horace Silver along with
original compositions.

The celebration concludes at 6 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 8, with The Nash’s anni-
versary jam session led by saxophonist
and Director of Education Clark Gib-
son. The weekly tradition brings emerg-
ing musicians together with experienced
players and allows instrumentalists and
vocalists to join the session.

For tickets, visit thenash.org/events.

Mahj

¢ From page 6

build confidence as they learn the
game.

Since taking the class, Boylan
has gotten several of her friends
to learn as well, and the group
has been playing together once a
week.

“I enjoy the game but then,
also, it’s an excuse for me and my
girlfriends to get together once
a week, or however often, to see
each other,” she said.

Kim Fisher, Scottsdale resident
and Mahj Club member learned
at the club in May and has been
“hooked” since, she said.

As a personal trainer for 44
years, Fisher said the brain can
play just as big a role in a person’s
health as they get older. A game
like mahjong, which uses strat-
egy and critical thinking skills,

can help keep people sharp while
the club creates opportunities to
make new connections.

“I do a lot of physical things
that brings that (connection and
health) aspect into my life too
but this is more the brain, and it
brings me connection, it brings
me a community. But it uses my
brain. And so, that’s a new part
and I like that,” she said.

Zastrow said The Mahj Clubs
is looking to expand with new
locations coming in the future in
both the East and West Valleys.

For more information visit:
themahjclubs.com.

The Mahj Clubs is located
at 4821 N. Scottsdale Rd, Suite
106.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at
akotzbauer@iniusa.org. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Croility Guidelines

Leave a

Legacy of Hope

Your IRA can help Arizona foster youth
build brighter futures.

T mswemesesy

Getting started only takes two simple steps.

“Hope & A Future has transformed
the lives of Arizona foster youth for
more than 20 years.”

1. Contact your IRA administrator.
2. Request a Qualified Charitable Distribution

payable to Hope & A Future. Governorjan Brewer

Arizona’s 22nd Governor
Board Member, Hope & A Future

Serving Arizona foster youth since 2004

909 W. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85007 - EIN 42-1651764

Request your Questions? We're here to help.

FREE IRA am——
Giving Guide!

Scan the QR code or visit

azhope.com/ira

Your gift today helps Arizona foster youth
experience hope, build confidence, and
create a brighter future.

Steve Rajakovich
Chief Development Officer

602-258-5860

Ad sponsored by Independent Newsmedia
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I'm excited to now be able to have my
articles posted in the Town of Paradise Valley
Independent Newspaper. My articles have
been posted in The Cave Creek Carefree
Independent, formally The Sonoran
News for 9 years. My articles may also be
found in the Scottsdale, Scottsdale North
Independent. I write my own articles, no Al

How | came up with The Other Side Of Your Health
Story

My purpose is to help as many people as
possible to live long, healthy lives without
drugs or surgery. Patients ask me every
day, “How can I know about alternatives to
what my medical doctor recommends? “I'm
here to give you that information backed
by research, so you have the knowledge to
decide which treatment protocols to choose.
My goal is to educate and give you your
options, and I work hard to dig deep for the
best information out there; it’s then up to you
to decide.

Many of you may or may not have heard
my health radio talk show, Raising Your
Quality of Life With Dr. Leisa-Marie Grgula,
which aired on Sedona’s KAZM Radio for
5 vyears throughout Northern Arizona. I
wrote a column by the same name for one
of the Sedona papers there as well. discount.
Channels 3,7, and national podcasts have
invited me as a guest for current health topics.
Please read to the end for my special discount
for my TPV readers.

My practice has changed from Accurate
Care Chiropractic Pain Relief Center, a
chiropractic and acupuncture practice in
Sedona for 14 years, to Accurate Care
Medical Wellness Center, an integrated
medical and regenerative medicine practice
in DC Ranch. T now have an experienced
medical staff that provides medical exams
and treatments, regenerative medicine
utilizing stem cells, exosomes, PRP, ozone
and more. Our products, staff, and protocols
have allowed us to be one of the most unique
regenerative clinics in the country where
patients receive exemplary results. Medical
tourism is available, as we treat patients from
all over the country who seek out our stem
cell and spinal treatments. We offer Medicare
screening exams for neuropathy. Aesthetic
procedures are offered as well.
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Sponsored Content

This is my 9th anniversary writing this column!
Where it started, and how it’s evolved for my readers.

I received my Doctorate of Chiropractic at
National University of Heath Sciences in
Lombard, Illinois in 1995, and continue to
provide Chiropractic care, including Cox
Technic, therapy modalities, acupuncture,
nutrition, and weight loss for 31 years, with
special attention to herniated discs, stenosis,
and failed back surgery.

A special evening to meet the doctor: I'll explain
the future of Regenerative Medicine and what it
can do for you!

Every day, I'm asked many questions
about Regenerative Medicine, including
stem cells, exosomes, PRP, and ozone. These
are the most popular questions I'm asked by
readers via email as well. My patients enjoy
their retirement by spending more quality
time with grandkids, hiking, playing golf, and
more activities here in beautiful Arizona. As
the owner and primary provider in my clinic,
I've attended stem cell conferences around
the country, and researched the highest
quality products, therapies, and protocols
available. Visit my website to see my guest
appearances on national podcasts that feature
providers like myself who render unique and
specific regenerative therapies that work for
difficult cases when others do not.

What will be discussed at the event? Pain relief
without drugs or surgery.

We’ve set some dates to invite my readers to
come to my office for a special event to speak
to me personally while I present the truths
and myths about Regenerative Medicine.
Actual patients will be present to share their
success stories and answer your questions
as well. This is above and beyond a simple
presentation, as my Medical Professional
who renders the treatments will be there
also. A tour of our medical area with our
equipment where our regenerative medicine
therapies are rendered will be included. I
will also answer questions as to how my
passion grew for this area of medicine and
share my own personal success of preventing
a full shoulder replacement with stem cells
after a major accident. This allowed me to
be swinging a golf club only 3 months later.
The article and MRI reports before and after
are linked on the homepage of my website
below. I'll discuss my passions in life, and

what motivates me to help patients every
day.

What conditions will be discussed for stem cell
therapy?
We will discuss conditions we have had

success with, including:

+ Lung Issues
Neuropathy
Trigeminal Neuralgia
Autoimmune Disorders
Knee and Ankle Pain
Low Back Pain & Sciatica
Herniated Disc
Hand & Finger Pain
Hip Pain
Neck and Shoulder Pain
Hand, Wrist, & Elbow Pain
Sexual Rejuvenation

L R 2 L D

What will be offered at the event?

We'll be offering champagne and
charcuterie, along with non-alcoholic drinks
to enjoy as we answer all your questions and
concerns about these cutting-edge therapies,
and how to save you from medications and
surgery. Special discounts will be offered to
all who attend.

What topics will be covered?

Some topics covered will include many
questions that come from emails from my
readers. Where do stem cells come from,
what they are and what they are not, and
where do we source them from? Does the
mother of the baby get paid to donate the
umbilical cord? Why do I work with stem
cells as a Chiropractic Physician? Is it like an
organ transplant, do you need to be a match?
Who does not qualify to get stem cells? Does
the FDA approve stem cells? Are stem cells

legal in the US? Why are stem cells from a
newborn more effective than our own cells?
What is the difference between stem cell
products from the US and those from other
countries? Why are some counties able to
have trillions of cells in a product when in
the US there are only billions of cells? How
do they work for conditions other than joint
pain?

Seats fill up quickly.
Please call 480-584-3955 today to
RSVP.

Here are the dates for you to choose for
our special evening.
+ Tuesday, October 27 at 4:00 PM
+ Tuesday, November 3 at 4:00 PM
Depending on the number of readers
who RSVP, we may add events that start
at 6:30 PM Please let us know if you are
interested.

Special 9th article anniversary pricing

If you are a patient who is committed to
doing whatever it takes to get better and heal
naturally with no drugs, surgery, or down
time, please call my office. I will offer a 20%
discount, as this is a new celebration of my
writing this column.

For any questions regarding my
articles, please email me at DrLeisa@
CaringPainRelief.com

Leisa-Marie Grgula. DC Chiropractic
Physician

Accurate Care Medical Wellness Center
18261 N. Pima Rd. Ste. #115

Scottsdale, AZ 85255

(480) 584-3955

www.CaringPainRelief.com
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Awareness
¢ From page 1

community.”

Rouintan discussed different forms
of domestic violence, why victims
may find it difficult to leave abusive
situations, ways to support victims
and trends the Attorney’s Office is
seeing in Maricopa County.

She explained that domestic vio-
lence affects people across different
circumstances, including men and
women, children, older adults abused
by caregivers and pets.

Rouintan also discussed trends in-
volving juvenile defendants and an
increase in cases involving firearms.
She noted that victims may return to
abusive relationships multiple times
before leaving for good.

Shame is a major reason victims
return to abusive relationships or
change their accounts of what hap-
pened. She said abusers can create
cycles of abuse that leave victims feel-
ing embarrassed and afraid of being
judged by their families and others.

“The biggest reason that victims
either stay in the home or change
their stories is because they’re em-
barrassed. They are afraid to tell their
families what is happening. They are
afraid that no one will support them.
They feel judged for returning to a
situation and what will my family
think if I go back,” Rouintan said.
“They are constantly battling not
only what’s happening in the home,
but also what the public perceives of
them, and what their families per-
ceive of them.”

Involving outside parties, such as
calling police, can interrupt the cy-
cle of abuse and an abuser’s control,
which may prompt the abuser to re-
taliate or try to regain control, Rou-
intan said.

Abusers often contact victims after
police become involved to threaten

Paradise Valley Police Department Commander Patrick Beumler speaks to the crowd at the Coffee
with a Cop event Wednesday, Oct. 7, in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

them or pressure them to recant their
statements.

People who have not experienced
domestic violence may wonder why
victims do not simply call police and
leave, but Rouintan said people who
think that do not see the full picture.

“Leaving an abusive relationship is
the most dangerous time for a domes-
tic violence victim,” she said.

Leaving an abusive relationship is
not only dangerous but also emotion-
ally difficult, Rouintan said. Victims
may have to leave behind sentimen-
tal belongings and other valued pos-
sessions, and some may even have to
leave their pets because not all shel-
ters accept animals.

“If you were forced to leave in the
middle of the night, what are you able
to take with you? And understanding
how much you’re having to leave be-

hind. Understanding that you will
never be able to take all your prized
possessions. Sometimes it’s a kid in
each arm and that’s it,” she said.

Rouintan said abusers may also
deliberately damage belongings they
know are valuable to victims as an-
other way to exert control.

“The abuser often knows what is
valuable, and maybe they will dam-
age that product before you get home
as yet another way to exert power
over you. This is very real for what
victims go through,” she said.

The best way to support victims is
to be someone they can lean on with-
out fear of judgment, Rouintan said.

“Start by expressing genuine con-
cern, if you know of someone who
is in this kind of situation, just give
them a place to vent. They may
not want solutions,” she said. “They

just want someone to talk to as a safe
space, because their own home is not
a safe space. Offer support, let them
know that they’re not alone, reinforce
that the abuse is not their fault.”

Friends and family members
should respect victims’ decisions but
also recognize when they may be in
immediate danger, Rouintan said.

If someone believes a victim’s life
is at risk, she encouraged them to
report it or request a welfare check,
even if it could strain the relationship.

“Sometimes the hard decision is
the right one,” she said.

Paradise Valley Police Command-
er Patrick Beumler said people who
are hesitant to report abuse directly to
police can encourage victims to seek
medical care for injuries or speak with
a counselor.

Medical professionals and some
other caregivers are mandatory re-
porters, meaning they may be re-
quired to report suspected abuse.

“A lot of times what you’ll see is
that the victims may be hesitant to
talk to a law enforcement officer be-
cause they don’t want to have all the
repercussions that come with it, but
they may be more likely to mention
what happened to a trusted physi-
cian, or a nurse, or somebody else
that might be more in a caregiving
setting,” Beumler said.

He said reports from medical pro-
fessionals can help law enforcement
learn about abuse when victims are
not ready to speak directly with po-
lice.

For domestic violence resourc-
es Phoenix victim advocates can be
reached at 602-261-8192.

Paradise Valley Victim Advocate
Melisa Dodge can be reached at 480-
348-3607.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached ar akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variery

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines
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FROMTHE COVER

E-bikes

¢ From page 1

cycle as a bicycle with fully operable
pedals and an electric motor rated at
less than 750 watts. State law classi-
fies e-bikes into three categories based
on how the motor operates and the
speed it can assist.

Both class one and class two
e-bikes have a top speed of 20 mph
(with class 2 having a throttle). Class
3 e-bikes provide pedal assistance up
to 28 mph.

E-bikes are subject to the same
traffic laws as traditional bicycles,
Carney said.

“So, if a bicycle has to stop at a red
light, so does the e-bike,” he said.

Unlike e-bikes, electric motorcy-
cles do not have pedals and are sub-
ject to motorcycle regulations, Carney
said. Riders must be at least 16 years
old and have a license, he said.

Riders under 18 must wear helmets
when operating electric motorcycles,
but Paradise Valley does not have a
helmet requirement for e-bike riders.

During the past two years, Paradise
Valley Police recorded 75 calls for
service or reported incidents involv-
ing e-bikes, according to data Police
Chief Freeman Carney presented to
the Town Council.

Of those, 36 involved officer con-
tact with e-bike riders, while 39 in-
volved no direct contact.

The data also included 39 instances
of riders fleeing or a negative attempt
to locate, 11 citations or warnings,
five arrests across two incidents and
three impounds or seizures. One col-
lision involved a juvenile who suffered
a concussion.

Carney also outlined regulations
adopted by other municipalities, in-
cluding age restrictions for riders, hel-
met requirements for minors and lim-
its on e-bike access to sidewalks and
parks where pedestrians are present.

Paradise Valley Police Chief Freeman Carney
presents to the town council during their study
session on Oct. 8, in Paradise Valley. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

Council Member Scott Moore said
he supports measures other munici-
palities have adopted to protect pe-
destrians.

He does not believe any speed is
safe for e-bikes on sidewalks shared
with pedestrians and raised concerns
about the lack of age restrictions when
young children may not have the ma-
turity to ride safely, he said.

“That’s the scary part,” Moore
said. “You can be seven years old and
get one of these things for Christmas
and off you go.”

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle said
she supports Glendale’s e-bike regu-
lations, which set minimum ages for
riders, require helmets for those un-
der 18 and impose escalating fines for
violations. She said the rules promote
safety while still allowing children
some independence.

“I do like the idea of kids having
freedom and some kind of autono-
my and the feeling that they can, you
know, run up to the store on their own
or get something for their mom,” La-
belle said.

The council agreed that rules and
regulations are needed to improve
safety of both riders and those around
them and directed town staff to return
with draft proposals.

Oliver Wurth and Binay
Singh during the Mayor’s
Advisory Youth Council’s
Sept. 23 meeting in Para-
dise Valley. (Independent
Newsmedia/Allison Kotz-
bauer)

Town Manager Andrew Ching
and Town Attorney Andrew Mc-
Guire said the town has regulations
for gas-powered devices that were
popular in the 1990s.

They said staff could adapt the
existing code to address newer forms
of electric transportation and present
its findings to the council at a future
meeting.

Two Mayor’s Youth Advisory
Council Members Oliver Wurth and
Binay Singh also shared the youth
council’s perspective on e-bike safety
during the council’s regular meeting
Oct. 8.

Singh discussed the types of elec-
tric vehicles Youth Council members
have observed in Paradise Valley, not-
ing that many were off-road bikes and
electric motorcycles.

He also reviewed the power ca-
pabilities of different e-bike classes
and the costs associated with owning
them.

Youth Council members shared a
photo of electric riders blocking roads
and creating hazards, saying regula-
tions are needed to improve safety.
They said the rules should balance
safety concerns with the indepen-
dence e-bikes provide children and
the transportation burden they can
relieve for parents.

“We do believe this e-bike commu-
nity is really beneficial for youth be-
cause it gets them off their phone. It
gets them out and about and not stuck

inside their house. And it’s also a great
way to get around the city without
having to ask your parents for a ride or
carpool or ask your friends for a ride,”
he said.

Waurth outlined potential regula-
tions the Youth Council would recom-
mend, including requiring helmets for
riders under 18, encouraging gloves
for better grip and protection, and set-
ting minimum age requirements.

He also suggested requiring a li-
cense to ride on busier roads with
speed limits of 35 mph or higher while
allowing e-bikes in residential areas
and on sidewalks or bike lanes where
appropriate.

“Obviously there is an expectation
of respect for e-bike riders in these
areas and we think as long as they
respect these areas they should be
allowed access as it encourages them
to get out the house, socialize and ex-
perience life which is important for
growth and maturity,” Wurth said.

The recommendations aim to im-
prove safety while preserving the in-
dependence and sense of community
e-bikes offer young riders. Wurth said
the rules could help prevent younger
riders who may not understand traffic
laws from creating safety concerns for
motorists.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached ar akotzbauer@
intusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commaitted to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m a g i n e yo u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

40 %01

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 10/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available n all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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THE 17TH ANNUAL

FINE ART & WINE FESTIVAL

JURIED FINE ART * WINE TASTING ¢ LIVE MUSIC

Bierman Autism Center to host
sensory friendly trunk-or-treat

Bierman Autism Center, 8444
North 90th Street, Suite 130, in
Scottsdale, is hosting a trunk-or-treat
— a free, sensory-friendly outdoor
event where kids can move through
decorated trunks, play simple games,
and get their face painted, all at their
own pace — 10 a.m. to noon, Oct.
24.

Costumes are welcome, but so is
showing up exactly as a child feels
most comfortable, according to a
press release.

This event is designed for children
with autism and other developmen-
tal needs, while welcoming siblings,
caregivers, and the broader commu-
nity. Families can expect a calm, pre-

dictable morning with the flexibility
many children need to feel at ease in
new experiences.

“Trunk-or-treat is about making
sure every child gets to experience
the fun of Halloween,” Christina
Gallagher, executive vice president of
client intake and growth at Bierman
Autism Centers, said in the release.
“Watching a child walk through the
trunks at their own pace, play a game,
get their face painted—that’s what
this is about. We want families in our
communities to have a place where
they can come, feel comfortable, and
enjoy the morning.”

RSVPs can be made at bierman-
autism.com/events.
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You know at Spencers we've heard some of the big box stores say they’ll match a lower price on appliances. Why? So you can do
all the leg work and they take the credit? Why go through all that effort when you can just come here to Spencers? At Spencers
TV & Appliance we always give you a lower price. But that's just the beginning, Spencers offers more choices, real experts, plus
next day delivery and installation. Try getting that from a big box store. Spencers, it’s like having a friend in the business.
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Domestic Violence
¢ From page 1

the meeting and accepted the proc-
l[amation from Mayor Mark Stanton,
who read it aloud before presenting it
to her.

The proclamation described do-
mestic violence as an important is-
sue that affects people of all walks of
life. Domestic violence needs to be
recognized to help fight the culture
of silence and shame associated with
abuse.

“Domestic violence is a significant
public health issue impacting all com-
munities regardless of race, age, sex,
gender, socioeconomic status or reli-
gion,” Stanton said.

“Domestic violence awareness and
prevention month provides an oppor-
tunity to stand in solidarity with those
tens of millions of individuals impact-
ed by intimate partner violence while
increasing public awareness about

community-based prevention and in-
tervention efforts.”

Stanton also read statistics high-
lighting the number of people affect-
ed by domestic violence in the Unit-
ed States and its potential adversary
effects to witnessing such abuse.

“One in four women and one in
seven men aged 18 and older in the
United States have been the vic-
tim of severe physical violence by
an intimate partner in their lifetime,
and 40.3% of children in the United
States reported exposure to at least
one form of family violence over their
lifetime and 27.7% reported expo-
sure to physical intimate partner vio-
lence,” he said.

“Individuals who witness intimate
partner violence are children, those
children are two times more likely to
become either victims of or perpetra-
tors of this intimate partner violence
in the future.”

Dodge thanked the mayor and
council for the proclamation and for

standing with her and victims in the
fight against domestic violence.

“I'd like to accept it with a lot of
honor on behalf of those who have
tragically lost their lives to domestic
violence, those who have survived
domestic violence and those that are
currently still enduring domestic vio-
lence,” Dodge said.

Dodge said discussing domestic vi-
olence and raising awareness through
education can help break the cycle
and provide survivors with a stronger
support system.

“By proclaiming October as do-
mestic violence awareness month,
I believe that all of us as a commu-
nity are helping break that silence,”
Dodge said.

For domestic violence resourc-
es Phoenix victim advocates can be
reached at 602-261-8192.

Town of Paradise Valley Vic-
tim Advocate Melisa Dodge can be
reached at 480-348-3607.

Paradise Valley Victim Advocate Melisa Dodge
discusses shelters and resources available to do-
mestic violence victims, noting that recommen-
dations depend on each person’s circumstances,
at the Coffee with a Cop event Wednesday, Oct.
7, in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/
Allison Kotzbauer)

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are commaitted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines
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We want to make impactful
change in our communities

Please consider supporting our newsroom with your voluntary donation

Changemakers. Truthseekers. Storytellers. We are journalists. Journalists who want to make positive, impactful change in our communities.

We research and question public leaders because we want to inform our readers of the various outcomes where they can affect change in their
neighborhoods, at City Hall, school boards or even the state capitol.

We seek the truth because it’s so important that we, the people, know our rights and obligations to make our communities a better to place to
live, work and play. We won't give up on the notion that we, as nonpartisan, independent journalists, must be vigilant community watchdogs for
our readers.

We are storytellers for all generations. We don’t shy away from recalling unjust practices affecting the underprivileged, but we'll also highlight
the fortunate and the good in our neighborhoods. All stories should be shared with each other.

We stay in the profession that is often criticized, but we remain hopeful because we believe knowledge promotes a stronger democracy.

| am grateful that the First Amendment remains today.

James Madison had the foresight to craft the Bill of Rights, keeping the people our Founding Fathers fought for in mind for generations.

We work for a news organization founded on principles to support independent thinkers and keeps the First Amendment in mind.

I'm excited for the future when | hear new journalist Zev Black get pumped for a story in Sun City, or
read an in-depth development or City Council piece written by Allison Kotzbauer.

It's humbling to see INI long-timers Jeremy Carr, Jennifer Jimenez and Ryan Winslett, to name a few,
continue our love for celebrating and connecting our communities year after year with political, business
and neighborly news.

Journalism continues to shrink in America, but there are community changemakers, like yourselves,
keeping us viable even today among all the noise of the internet.

We are thankful for our Arizona readers for supporting Independent Newsmedia since 1970.

We promise to continue to strive to protect the First Amendment through our story coverage.

We appreciate your voluntary pay donations, they mean the world to us.

To those who want to donate more and receive a tax break, our fiscal sponsor, Report for America/Report
Local, is a 501(c)3 corporation. You can learn more by clicking the QR Code below.

Thank you for your support!

Y
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‘ﬁ]FIlIR&ENATIONAL
4 BANK & TRUST
live first-

THE WEST WAS BUILT ON TRUST

The skyline may be different than it was a century ago,
but some things haven’t changed.

For more than 100 years, First International Bank & Trust has helped
families, businesses, and communities build what’s next through
strong relationships, local decision-making, and long-term thinking.

Family-owned since 1910.

FIBT.com Member FDIC

MAKE APLANTO VOTE
VOTE411.0RG
YOUR VOTE MATTERS

The Arizona Cancer Foundation for Children’s seventh annual Ava’s Treehouse Gala will include cock
tails, dinner and entertainment as well as live and silent auctions. (Courtesy Arizona Cancer Founda

tion for Children)

Childhood Cancer fundraiser
set for Scottsdale’s Phoenician

The Arizona Cancer Foundation
for Children will host its seventh
annual Ava’s Treehouse Gala at the
Phoenician, 6000 E. Camelback
Road, Nov. 7.

The event is the signature fund-
raising event for the foundation, ac-
cording to a press release.

The evening will begin with a
hosted cocktail reception at 6 p.m.,
followed by dinner, an inspiring pro-
gram, live and silent auctions.

Guests will celebrate the resilience
of local cancer warriors while help-
ing provide life-changing resources
to children and families during one
of the most difficult chapters of their
lives.

Every dollar raised directly sup-
ports the foundation’s comprehensive
programs, which provide financial
assistance, emotional support, family
experiences, education and other es-
sential resources to children battling
cancer and their loved ones.

Since 2014, the organization has
impacted more than 10,000 Arizona
families, ensuring they receive com-
passionate support throughout every
stage of their cancer journey.

Individual tickets are $500, and
there are a variety of sponsorship
packages ranging from $5,000 to
$20,000.

For more information, or tickets,
visit tinyurl.com/yc4arccf.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds |

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

Buying Running &
Non Running
Golf Carts.

& PAY CASH! sE

In the Classifieds!

688-665-3648
602-348-8967 iniusa.org/classifieds

Consumer Cellular:

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today 877 398 0956

o

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

- Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

[EREE]
ESTIMATES]]
www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED

BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org |

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES
& MERCHANDISE RATES

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$20 per market - 30 words

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online
5500 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

$15° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. -

4 p.m.
EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
$15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Domestic Services Miscellaneous Remodeling m

AZ BUTLER

Estate Services
o On Call

o Seasonal

e Permanent
602-423-0333
azbutler.com

“We help you from A to 7
Since 1999

SELLITNOW

To place your ad call

888-660-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

m

Your Ad Goes Here! 1o anvenise can 888-665-3848

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHER

OMAHA STEAKS

Butcher’s Deluxe Package

2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE $89

GOT STUFF?

GET 8 FREE SMASH BURGERS on $89+ orders
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301

D0 A GARAGE SHLE
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with oﬁer 82792CKZ

for details. Expires

America's #1 Awning

SAVE $350
when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

Call1-877-363-1321nowto  Telie LR A G

SAVE $350 TODAY! RIS NTL SRS
@ Upto 10-Year Limited Warranty.

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!
iniusa.org/classifieds

YORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

Roof Repairs - Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles

& John York - Owner/Operator

602-705-5209

Senior & Military
Discounts

a

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

Just a click awav/! “‘ ininsa.ora/s/classifi


mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:legals@iniusa.org
http://www.theacsi.org
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KARA C@MPASS CHRIS KARAS | 602.919.6511 | THEKARASGROUP.COM
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