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• See Service on page 3

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

With summer fading into the background 
and fall in full swing, many clubs in Fountain 
Hills are starting to ramp up activity again.

The volunteer clubs in town are no dif-
ferent, as service organizations such as the 
Fountain Hills Rotary Club, Four Peaks Ro-

tary Club, Sunset Kiwanis and more remain 
as dedicated as ever to helping the commu-
nity through various projects and programs.

Beth Maschoff, service project chair for the 
FPRC, spoke about the numerous 9/11-relat-
ed service projects the club completed during 
the month of September, such as the 9/11 

Members of the Four 
Peaks Rotary Club in 
Fountain Hills pose 
for a photo near the 
fountain after pick-
ing up trash for the 
community. (Photo 
courtesy Four Peaks 
Rotary Club)

Service clubs remain dedicated Service clubs remain dedicated 
to their workto their work

Staff  directed by town council

By Andrew Lwowski
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

As the town looks for ways to add 
funds toward growing infrastructure 
projects, the liquidation of additional 
town-owned parcels was discussed 
during the Oct. 6 meeting.

A er fi ve properties were identi-
fi ed, the council voted 6-1 to move 
forward with the process, which in-
cludes appraisal. 

Councilman Allen Skillicorn was 
the dissenting vote. 

Skillicorn and Vice Mayor Gayle 
Earle stated their preference for open 
space, though Earle was open to the 
possible sale of one or more parcels. 

Councilman Rick Watts pushed 
for keeping the current zoning for 
each respective parcel in place, with 
fellow councilmembers Brenda Ka-

Fountain Hills 
moving forward 

with sale of 
town parcels
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 10/31/26.
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Service
• From page 1

Memorial Stair Climb fundraiser at 
the Salt River Fields, or renovating 
the 9/11 memorial tribute at Foun-
tain Park. 

Maschoff also spoke about future 
service projects such as helping to 
organize and clean at Fountain Hills 
Theater or volunteer landscaping 
work at Little Falcons Preschool.

“This fall, the majority of our 
projects fall in the environmen-
tal and community enhancement 
area,” Maschoff said. “In Novem-
ber, one of our signature projects 
is when we partner with the cham-
ber and do the trash pickup at the 
Fountain Hills Festival of Fine Arts 
& Crafts. We wear our club shirts 
and drive around in golf carts, and 
we have a lot of fun while also keep-
ing the festival clean, beautiful and 
a much better experience for the 
vendors and visitors.”

FPRC isn’t the only service club 
that will be helping out.

By the end of the fall, Fountain 
Hills Rotary Club will have helped 
at both the festival and Make a Dif-
ference Day on Oct. 17.

“We are doing booth relief for the 
upcoming art fair. We are volunteer-
ing to sit in for the booth vendors 
at the art festival when they need 
to go to the bathroom, get lunch 
or take a break, so we can protect 
their booth. We’ll wear these purple 
sashes so that vendors all know who 
to look for,” FHRC president Steve 
Wilcox said. “We’re going to par-
ticipate in Make a Difference Day 
in town on Oct. 17 as well. Typi-
cally, that would be something like 
helping clean up the landscaping 
at a senior’s yard or helping some-
body who can’t do any more phys-
ical work.”

The Sunset Kiwanis Club of 
Fountain Hills will also be present 
at the art festival, but like the other 

clubs, has multiple projects in the 
works during the fall, including do-
nating and working with the Foun-
tain Hills Youth Theater, Ron-
ald McDonald House, Extended 
Hands Food Bank, and many more.

“We’re working on handing 
physical dictionaries to the local 
grammar school, so it’s something 
that can help them,” club President 
Steve Baggio said. “And we’re get-
ting ready for a big fry bread sale at 
the art festival in November. That 
is a fundraiser for children, and 
children’s activities are the most 
important to keep around. We’ll 
serve out fry bread, coffee, drinks 
and sweet potato fries.We are go-
ing to be working with Reigning 
Grace Ranch, the Ronald McDon-
ald House, and preparing stocking 
stuffers for children as well.”

Ultimately, while members may 
be drawn to these clubs for service, 
the friends they make and commu-
nities they meet are just as import-
ant.

“I think it gives people pur-
pose,” Wilcox said. “...I 100% be-
lieve people join the Rotary Club 
because they want to serve, and I 
believe people stay in the Rotary 
Club because of the fellowship and 
the friendship that comes from it.”

And if that is appealing, then 
why not join one?

“Come join a group of people 
that are passionate about making a 
positive difference in the commu-
nity,” Maschoff said. “[They] are 
having a lot of fun while they’re 
doing it.”

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.

org. We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet 

our Civility Guidelines.
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COMMUNITY NEWSON YOURVALLEY.NET
CLEAR plans door-to-door 
baggage assistance for 
Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport

CLEAR plans to launch a door-
to-door baggage assistance service 
at Phoenix Sky Harbor Internation-
al Airport by Thanksgiving.

CLEAR Concierge is a service 
where a CLEAR staff  member will 
greet travelers at a dedicated meet-
ing point as they arrive to the air-
port, carry their bags and assist them 
through the CLEAR+ security lane 
and to their gates or wherever else 
they may need to go.

Read online at YourValley.net

AG fi les lawsuit against 
TikTok for concealing mental 
health dangers to teens

Arizona is fi ling its own lawsuit 
against TikTok and its affi  liated 
companies accusing the social media 
platform of violating state consumer 
protection laws by concealing its 
mental health dangers to teens.

The attorney general also claims 
TikTok has a business strategy de-
signed to purposely addict minors, 
which “has caused widespread and 
signifi cant injury to Arizona minors 
and to Arizona consumers general-
ly.”

Read online at YourValley.net

Church of the Ascension to 
culminate 50th Jubilee with 
special Mass

Church of the Ascension in Foun-
tain Hills is bringing its year-long 
50th Jubilee celebration to a close 
with a special event soon.

On Oct. 25 at the church, the 50th 
Jubilee will conclude with a special 
Mass presided over by Bishop John 
Dolan of the Diocese of Phoenix as 
well as a luncheon.

Read online at YourValley.net

Reviewed permitting process, 
enforcement 

By Andrew Lwowski
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Over the past four years, town staff  
has identifi ed challenges within the 
current short-term and vacation rent-
al ordinance. A er reviewing other 
ordinances in the state, the Fountain 
Hills Town Council reviewed and 
unanimously approved amendments 
to the current code.

The council body in 2022 ap-
proved the existing ordinances and, 
over the past year, staff  has worked 
toward improvements, Development 
Services Director John Wesley said.

Among new revisions are defi ni-
tions and consistent language to the 
permit process. 

“The problem was not created by 
the person who rented the space but 
a guest, so we defi ned guests and lat-
er put in some regulations,” Wesley 
said. 

To better help with enforcement, 
staff  will be able to use information 
from the application. The town also 
holds the ability to immediately re-
voke the permit if it should have been 
denied while clarifying the process 
for applicants to reapply a er suspen-
sion or denial. 

Suspensions are considered only 
a er an owner has one or more ver-
ifi ed violations, which are fi ndings of 
guilt through a court. 

Wesley recalled about a year ago 
a home in town had challenges with 
activities town staff  deemed not ap-
propriate for the neighborhood.

“We issued them citations and 
then worked to suspend their reg-
istration. In doing so, we found out 
that our code really didn’t provide 

the tools we needed to go through 
that process,” he said. 

Code now requires applicants to 
attest they have sent letters to neigh-
bors notifying of the short-term rent-
al, with contact information and an 
interactive map available on the town 
website.

“So if it’s 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing, you realize they’re having a party 
next door and you want to know who 
to call, you can go to the website and 
fi nd out,” Wesley said. “You don’t 
have to go through MCSO or any-
body else.” 

For a erhours enforcement, Wes-
ley noted that MCSO will provide 
the report to code enforcement. 

“It seems like historically there’s a 
lot of loopholes like not answering the 
door, much like a traffi  c violation,” 
Councilman Rick Watts said. “I’d 
like to see if we can’t close those.” 

Residents Crystal Cavanaugh and 
Larry Meyers both spoke in apprecia-
tion of the changed ordinance with an 
emphasis on insurance requirements. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines. Andrew Lwowski can be reached at 

alwowski@iniusa.org.

Town council approves changes 
to short-term rentals

The town council made amendments to its short-
term rental process after identifying issues since
its creation four years ago. (Independent News-
media/Andrew Lwowski)



Fhtimes.com | Fountain Hills Times Independent  |  October 21, 2026  5  

MCSO

COMMUNITY CENTER

• See Call Log on page 19

Check out upcoming activities in Fountain Hills
Week of Oct. 22-28

Fountain Hills Community Center 
is maintaining its schedule of week-
day events within the Cutillo Civic 
Center, 13001 N. La Montana Drive. 
Most of these activities are reserved 
for Community Center members.

Activities are scheduled as follows:

Thursday, Oct. 22
*8 a.m., Peer-led exercise; aerobic 

chair exercise.
*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga.
*9:30 a.m., Beginning line dance. 
*10 a.m., Open paint studio; inter-

mediate Spanish.
*10:30 a.m., Alzheimer’s Support 

Group. 
*1 p.m., ASU AZ Boots & Burg-

ers; Mid/high improv line dance; 
table talk women; Hands and Foot 
cards.

*4 p.m., Poker.
*5 p.m., Open paint studio; movie; 

evening beginning line dance.

Friday, Oct. 23
*8 a.m., Back fi t with Pilates.
*8:30 a.m., Intermediate bridge.
*9 a.m., Aerobic chair exercise; 

Pinochle.
*10 a.m., Medicare consult.
*12:30 p.m., Trad. Mah Jongg; Si-

amese Mah Jongg.
*1 p.m., Open Table Tennis; Mex 

Train Dominoes; Woodcarvers/table 
top art; board games/Rummikub; 
documentary series.

Saturday, Oct. 24
*Available for private booking.

Sunday, Oct. 25
*Available for private booking.

Monday, Oct. 26

*8 a.m., Back fi t with Pilates.
*9 a.m., Geri-fi t fall prevention; 

open table tennis. 
*10 a.m., Men’s Discussion. 
*10:30 a.m., Conversational Span-

ish. 
*11:45 a.m., Duplicate bridge.
*12 p.m., Sign Language meet up.  
*12:30 p.m., Poker.
*1 p.m., Hi Beg/Low Improv line 

dance; Cribbage; Pinochle; Mah 
Jongg (all levels).

*4:30 p.m., Chess Club
*5 p.m., Aerobic chair exercise; 

Hand & Foot Cards. 

Tuesday, Oct. 27
*8 a.m., Peer-led exercise; aerobic 

chair exercise.
*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga; wom-

en’s poker.
*9:30 a.m., Intermediate line 

dance. 
*10 a.m., Hooks & Needles; open 

paint studio; Medicare Consult.
*11 a.m., Sign Language meet up.
*11:30 a.m., Advanced line danc-

ing.
*1 p.m., Bingo; Mah Jongg; movie.
*5:30 p.m., Open table tennis.

Wednesday, Oct. 28
*8 a.m., Back fi t with Pilates.
*8:30 a.m., Intermediate bridge.
*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga.
*10 a.m., Open paint studio.
*12:30 p.m., Poker.
*1 p.m., Scrabble/Rummikub; 

cards; Intro to Spanish Language and 
Culture.

*2 p.m., Open jam session.
*2:15 p.m., Spanish I: Grammar 

and Conversation. 
*5:45 p.m., Bunco.
*6 p.m., Couples dance. 

The Maricopa County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce District 7 substation based in 
Fountain Hills reports deputies re-
sponded to the following incidents 
during the time of Oct. 8-14.

Thursday, Oct. 8
*Deputies responded to Shea Bou-

levard and Bolera Drive where it was 
reported a motorist struck a wild an-
imal that ran in front of their vehicle, 
causing damage to the vehicle and 
killing the animal. No human injuries 
were reported and no vehicles were 
towed.

*Deputies responded to the 17000 
block of E. La Montana Drive where 
it was reported an unknown subject 

damaged a window of a residence.

Friday, Oct. 9
*Deputies responded to 16000 

block of E. Palisades Blvd where it 
was reported an unknown subject at-
tempted to cash a fraudulent check at 
a bank.

*Deputies responded to the 12000 
block of N. Saguaro Blvd. where it 
was reported a subject suff ering from 
a mental health crisis damaged prop-
erty at a restaurant. The business was 
not willing to aid in prosecution.

Saturday, Oct. 10
*Deputies responded to the 16000 

block of E. Glenbrook Blvd. where it 
was reported a subject was trespassed 

from a residence a er refusing to 
leave.

Sunday, Oct. 11
*Deputies responded to the 17000 

block of E. Calaveras Ave. where it 
was reported two subjects trespassed 
on the roof of a private building. The 
subjects were contacted and tres-
passed from the property.

Monday, Oct. 12
*Deputies responded to the 16000 

block of E. Shea Blvd. where it was 
reported a subject shopli ed items 
from a business.

*Deputies responded to the 13000 
block of N. Fountain Hills Blvd. 
where it was reported an unknown 

subject shopli ed items from a busi-
ness.

*Deputies responded to the 16000 
block of E. Ponderosa Drive where 
it was reported an unknown subject 
posing as a Wells Fargo employee 
scammed the victim out of money as 
part of a fraudulent scheme.

Tuesday, Oct. 13
*Deputies responded to El Pueblo 

and Grande boulevards where a do-
mestic violence assault incident was 
reported.

*Deputies responded to Saguaro 
Boulevard and Gunsite Drive where 
it was reported a driver was stopped 

Shopliftings, scams reported to Fountain Hills Sheriff ’s Offi  ce
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OPINIONS
Take the 

Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifica-
tion or confi rmation. We welcome 
your photo. All opinions must be no 
more than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion 
writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a 
calendar month. Two submissions 
in the same issue will not be pub-
lished. The content of a submission 
is the responsibility of the person 
who submitted it.

 Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation 
or even danger to their families 
and/or careers. Pen names are 
an important part of our nation’s 
history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with 
a letter.

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.

• See Opinions on page 19

Public executions and 
misleading political signs

This administration thinks it’d be 
a good idea to livestream the fi ring 
squad death of another human being. 
Why? This is depraved and barbaric. 
What’s next, a coliseum with lions? 
No child should see such a spectacle.  

We continually have our minds as-
saulted with misinformation and fear 
in order to convince us that anything 
we do to immigrants, even children, is 
justifi ed because “they’ve broken the 
law” and are not human anyway. The 
recent immigrant who was shot while 
in his car with his 5-year-old son was 
accused of having “several driving in-
fractions.” What? Is this a death pen-
alty crime now? Seeing what went 
down, one would think the target was 
violent and dangerous. If he had been, 
the tactics used still wouldn’t have 
been acceptable in civilized society.

And, if we follow through with 
public executions, we’ll put ourselves 
in the same category as only Iran and 
Taliban-led Afghanistan. Even Saudi 
Arabia stopped using public execu-
tions. And it would be psychologically 
harmful to those watching (especially 
children) seeming to justify violence 
against “certain” people.

In an era when the Trump admin-
istration mistakes manliness, testoster-
one and unlawful brute force as cour-
age and those with any compassion or 
non-violence as cowards, what do we 
expect?  

Tragically, this machismo and 
practice of misinforming and falsely 
tarnishing any opposition has spread 
to others running for offi  ce. The num-
ber of signs posting misleading infor-
mation about candidates or policies is 
astounding this year. “Democrats for 
Biggs,” “Socialist Amish Shah sup-
ports child mutilation,” and “Huge 
tax increases In Fountain Hills” are all 
dishonest signs placed there by vari-

ous Republican groups to scare voters.
Taxes here will stay exactly the 

same if you vote “yes” on the override, 
continuing funding at the current rate. 
Voting “no” will strip the schools of 
much-needed funds. Vote!

Ann Schweers
FOUNTAIN HILLS

I’m voting yes on district 
override

“Defund woke schools,” “massive 
tax hike,” “higher property taxes hurts 
seniors and families.” Those are some 
examples of the anti-public school po-
litical sign messaging that advocates 
against the passing of the Fountain 
Hills schools override measure.

Personally, I don’t believe any of it 
and I’m a senior, full-time resident of 
the town.

Common sense tells me that a 
healthy public school system is essen-
tial to a thriving community, attracts 
new families and contributes to high-
er property values. So why would the 
residents of this town not want to sup-
port it?

Maybe the opponents don’t want 
any more children to move into the 
community and de-funding public 
schools is a way to achieve that? Are 
they even a resident of the commu-
ni-ty? It’s hard to tell because they 
hide behind their PAC signage. You 
know, the ones that require a magni-
fying glass to fi gure out who is respon-
sible for them. If they have that much 
opposition to the override measure, 
then write an op-ed in the Fountain 
Hills Times and state your case in-
stead of hiding behind a bunch of half-

truth messaging on their PAC signage.
Until then, I’m voting “yes!”

Rodney Giff ord
FOUNTAIN HILLS

Paper water should equal wet 
water

I have written 100 essays about Ar-
izona water, runaway growth, sprawl, 
wildcat development, the Colorado 
River and the relentless destruction of 
the desert we keep claiming we want 
to save. At some point the argument 
has to become simpler: enough is 
enough.

We know the river is shrinking. 
We know groundwater is being over-
drawn. We know the 100-year water 
guarantee has become buried beneath 
credits, certifi cates, transfers, replen-
ishment schemes and legal language 
that almost nobody outside the system 
can follow. We know every new sub-
division creates another permanent 
demand for water and permanently 
removes another piece of desert from 
the map. And still the answer from the 
growth machine is more growth.

Where are the adults in the room?
Who is willing to stand up and say 

Arizona does not have to build on ev-
ery acre simply because somebody 
can make money doing it? Who is 
willing to tell a developer that get-
ting land approved for growth does 
not mean the water exists to support 
it? Who is willing to tell the Cham-
ber that growth cannot endlessly be 
justifi ed by the need to pay for the 
problems created by growth? Who is 
willing to tell elected offi  cials that a 
100-year assured water supply should 
mean 100 years of actual water, not 
100 years of creative accounting?

Paper water should equal wet wa-
ter. Make “assured” mean assured 
again.
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NEXT-GENERATION 
AIAI HEARING
HAS ARRIVED.

INTRODUCING THE

SigniaMaXSigniaMaX
THE WORLD’S MOST 
ADVANCED AI 
HEARING PLATFORM

SPECIAL OFFER
SEE INSIDE FOR

DETAILS!
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INTRODUCTORY 
SPECIAL!

* If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must 
be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is 
based on the manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this 
offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or 
special pricing.

The first hearing aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
a revolutionary new multi-dimensional AI system that understands 
conversations and adapts to every moment in real time.

g aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
y new multi-dimensional AI system that understands 
and adapts to every moment in real time.

Signia MaX
AI THAT FOCUSES ON THE 
CONVERSATIONS THAT MATTER.

97% Hear Clearer with MaX
• AI trained using 40 million sound samples spanning 11 languages, six music genres, and thousands of real voices and listening environments.
• Adapts to changing conversations in just 0.01 seconds.
• 4 AI neural networks working together in real time

Acoustic Intelligence
Acoustic Intelligence redefines AI in 
hearing aids - understanding multi-
dimensional sound to adapt to the full 
moment, not just the noise.

Multi-adaptive Xperience
Signia MaX is the multi-adaptive 
platform built for contribution in 
group conversations everywhere, 
powered by Acoustic Intelligence.

Signia Assistant
Signia Assistant now supports 
natural language troubleshooting, 
ensuring professional care between 
appointments and reducing 
unnecessary follow-ups.

Monday, 
October 26th til 

Friday, October 30th

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE

FREE*

Try before you buy! Absolutely free for 45 days! 
NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

50%OFF!
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DON’T MISS OUR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

FEEL CONFIDENT IN 
EVERY CONVERSATION.

TRY THE NEW
Signia MaX

FOR 45 DAYS,

5-DAY SPECIAL EVENT
Monday, October 26th til Friday, October 30th

ABSOLUTELY 
FREE

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

FREE 
DEVICE TUNE-UP

Verify that your 
current hearing aids 

work properly.

FREE 
HEARING EXAM

It is important to 
have your hearing 
checked annually.

FREE 
VIDEO OTOSCOPY

Ensure that your 
hearing loss isn’t just 

earwax buildup!

OTHER 
DIGITAL 
SPECIALS

The Lowest-Cost 
Digital Hearing Aids 
Available Anywhere 

(Up to 40db Loss)

100% Digital 
Open-Fit BTE
(Behind-the-Ear) 

WAS

NOW $395/ EA

100% 
Digital ITE
(In-the-Ear) 

WAS
$995

NOW $395/ EA
100% 
Digital CIC
(Completely-in-Canal)

WAS 100% 
Micro CIC
(Completely-in-Canal) 

WAS 
$1995

$795

$995 

NOW $495/ EA NOW $595/ EA
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL!
Monday, October 26th til Friday, October 30th

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on

Purchase required. Full refund upon return within 45 days. No service or restocking fees. Customer is responsible for loss or damage.

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE FREE* 

(  PAIR PRICING )
• If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is based on the 
manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or special pricing. 

50% 0FF

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!
We’ll test you for FREE and fit you with

PURE 
Charge&Go MaX

for a 45-day trial period
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be

FREE 
HEARING 

EXAM! 
no cost, no obligation

WE FIT & SERVICE THE WORLD’S BEST HEARING AIDS

Voted #1 Hearing Aid 
Center in Arizona

3 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Fountain Hills

16605 E Palisades Blvd, Ste 124
Next to H&R Block - Previouly Miracle Ear Location

(480) 919-9860
North Scottsdale

4807 E Greenway Road, Ste 3
Formerly Better Hearing, across from Safeway

next to Fuel Station

(602) 858-4033
Scottsdale Ranch

10135 E Via Linda Dr, Ste C-117
In Walgreens Plaza Next to Lupo Family Dentistry -

Former HearUSA

(480) 896-9922
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ENTERTAINMENT

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fountain Hills Theater walked 
away with four awards at the 2026 
ariZonis earlier this month.

The local theater was up for 29 
nominations at the Oct. 6 ceremony 
which recognizes the best in Arizona 
theater, according to a press release. 

The award for Best Original Score 
was won by Jay Melberg & Peter J. 
Hill for “Private Lives the Musical.” 
Elias Matthews won Best Media De-
sign for “Wizard of Oz,” and Mat-
thew Schmidt took home Best Guest 
Actor for “Wizard of Oz” as well. Al-
lison Hacker won Best Property De-
sign for “Evil Dead the Musical.”

Hacker said that the process for 
acquiring and building props for 
“Evil Dead the Musical” was very 
thorough.

“A lot how I gathered the props 
was seeing what other productions 
used, and of course, using the orig-
inal movie as a reference to try and 
get something that looks very simi-
lar to what everybody knows, since 
the movie is such a big thing in pop 
culture,” Hacker said. “I was looking 
for things that could either be readily 
bought or purchased. The chainsaw 
was entirely hand built by me, using 
a pattern that I found on the internet. 
The boomstick was purchased, and I 
had the dagger 3D printed.”

Matthews, who directed “Evil 
Dead the Musical,” said that he was 
happy to see the play take home an 
award. The musical was nominat-
ed seven times, including Matthews 
himself for Best Director in a musical.

“It was very validating because it 
was probably the most team eff ort 

show I’ve ever been a part of,” Mat-
thews said. “Everyone gave 100%, 
and it was super complicated and dif-
fi cult.”

Matthews himself won an award 
thanks to his work with projections 
on “Wizard of Oz.”

For a show with so many diff erent 
locations, a set couldn’t be built for 
each one, so Matthews had to convey 
the diff erent settings through mostly 
projections.

“It was almost all projections, ex-
cept for a few set pieces. Because 
they go to so many diff erent loca-
tions, it would be hard to build all 
of that,” Matthews said. “So we had 
projections across the entire stage and 
we had some fun colored pillars that 
would change color when we would 
go to the diff erent locations.”

Hill earned his recognition along 
with Melberg for their work on “Pri-

vate Lives: The Musical.” Hill spoke 
on how they managed to implement 
musical numbers into a show that is 
traditionally a straight play.

“I went in and cut down the show 
so that it would have room for music. 
I adapted the script, wrote the lyrics, 
and then Jay Melberg wrote the mu-
sic to back it up. The trick is to try 
to incorporate it in a way that seems 
to fl ow, that it comes into the song, 
and goes out of the song without 
drawing complete attention to the 
fact that we stopped and sang,” Hill 
said. “...The play is already very lyr-
ical, so I could fi nd sentences in the 
script that I thought would make for 
a good song. And then it’s just a mat-
ter of condensing the rest of the scene 
so it’s not a three-hour extravaganza, 
and making the music progress the 
scene.”

Awards aside, Hacker said that 
the theater just getting 29 nomina-
tions to begin with is a commendable 
achievement. 

“There’s a lot of theaters that par-
ticipate in the ariZonis, so having 29 
nominations to begin with is pretty 
signifi cant,” Hacker said. “And get-
ting four awards, you’re competing 
against 10 other names in that cate-
gory for each of those awards, just in 
the nominations. So to even get up in 
the top two means you’ve really done 
an expert job.”

Hill said that it’s hard to predict 
what will get nominated, too, so the 
theater always just focuses on making 
each show a success, nominations or 
not.

“I have given up guessing. Some-
times we think we cannot do better 
than this show, that was the best, and 
it gets nothing,” Hill said. “And then 
we’ll have a show that we just had to 
cobble together, and it’s held togeth-
er with chewing gum, and then all of 
a sudden it gets nominations.”

Matthews had a diff erent outlook 
for next year’s nominations. 

“I’m predicting that all of them 
will be nominated,” Matthews said.

Ultimately, awards or not, all three 
agreed that every show deserves its 
fl owers.

“Every show we do, everybody 
works hard to put it together,” Hack-
er said. “And they all deserve some-
thing.”

For more information on nominees 
and winners, visit arizoniawards.net/.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Fountain Hills Theater takes home gold at 2026 
ariZoni awards

From left: Peter J. Hill, Allison Hacker and Elias Matthews all took home awards at the 2026 ariZonis. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Connor Van Ligten)



12  October 21, 2026 |  Fountain Hills Times Independent  |  Fhtimes.com

EDUCATION

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

The Fountain Hills Protect Our 
Youth Coalition is expanding its eff orts 
to help local students stay drug, nico-
tine and alcohol free, including bring-
ing more prevention education to fi  h 
graders this school year and expanding 
their Lunch Bunch program.

The coalition works with Fountain 
Hills schools, families and community 
organizations to educate young people 
about substance use and encourage 
healthy decision-making.

Its work includes school programs, 
youth leadership opportunities, com-
munity events and resources to help 
parents talk with their children about 
drugs and alcohol, according to their 
website.

This school year, the coalition is 
expanding its involvement with fi  h 
graders, including involving them in 
more vaping prevention discussions 
alongside middle school students.

The coalition is also expanding its 
Lunch Bunch program, with Program 
Manager Elizabeth Watters planning 
to have lunch with every student in 
grades three through fi ve by the end of 
the school year. 

Previously, Lunch Bunch served as 
a merit-based reward, but the expand-
ed program will allow Watters to con-
nect with all students in those grades, 
she said.

“The children are seeing vaping ev-
erywhere. We are seeing, now, children 
younger and younger, having access 
to iPads or cell phones, and that’s just 
another way that the tobacco industry 
can target young kids,” she said. “We 
just think it’s really, really important 
to get down to the younger grades as 
well.” 

This school year fi  h grade students 
in the Fountain Hills Unifi ed School 
district will receive three days of curric-
ulum about making healthy choices in 
regards to substances and sixth through 
eighth grade students will receive two 
days of curriculum, Watters said. 

Coalition Director Tammy Bell said 
creating an open dialogue with stu-
dents can create a path to conversation 
between kids and their families, teach-
ers and other trusted adults. 

“We fi nd that families fi nd it easier 

to have conversations about healthy 
expectations when they’re younger 
… we want to meet them right where 
they’re at, where that becomes just a 
more fl uid conversation,” Bell said. 

The coalition also works to reach 
students outside the classroom. Its 
Above That Club gives young people 
opportunities to develop leadership 
skills, promote positive choices among 
their peers and participate in preven-
tion campaigns and community ser-
vice.

“We’re giving them this confi dence. 
We’re giving them a voice,” Bell said. 
We’re helping them express their iden-
tity, and the more they practice that, 
the more they’re gonna fi nd that skill 
transferable if they are in a situation 
where they’re given access to a sub-
stance that they can say, ‘Wait a sec-
ond, I already know who I am.’”

Other school initiatives include Red 
Ribbon Week, which raises awareness 
about drugs, alcohol and vaping, and 
the Falcon PROMise campaign, which 
encourages students to make healthy 

choices around prom and graduation.
“It’s incredible to see that what we 

continually talk about with adults, 
mentors, parents, teachers, business 
owners, you know the way that we try 
to expand the ownership of prevention 
across our community is working,” Bell 
said. “Our work is reaching more than 
the students alone, but in the environ-
ments that are supporting them, and 
they see it … and that’s the real work 
of prevention.” 

The coalition also organizes guest 
speakers who share personal experi-
ences and information about substance 
use, including vaping, alcohol, marijua-
na, fentanyl and opioids.

More information about the coali-
tion’s programs and resources is avail-
able at  coalition.org or on their insta-
gram @fountainhills_coalition. 

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines Education

Protect Our Youth Coalition expands youth vaping 
prevention eff orts

Members of the Above That Club participate in the Community Health Expo in Fountain Hills. (Photo 
submitted by Fountain Hills Protect Our Youth Coalition)

McDowell Mountain Elementary School students 
participate in the Red Ribbon Week Awareness 
Walk, promoting drug-free and healthy choices. 
(Photo submitted by Fountain Hills Protect Our 
Youth Coalition)

Fountain Hills Protect Our Youth Coalition volun-
teers Mary Molnar, Paula Leonard and Richard 
Leonard support the coalition’s eff orts to pro-
mote healthy, substance-free choices among 
local youth. (Photo submitted by Fountain Hills 
Protect Our Youth Coalition)
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2026 Fountain Hills
COMMUNITY GUIDE 
& BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Information for visitors, newcomers & residents

Call today to reserve space or make any changes to your listing.
Early payment discount deadline is September 25, 2026.

Final deadline is October 16, 2026
Please call 888-665-3848 or email azads@iniusa.org

for more information or to make any changes.

INDEPENDENT
FOUNTAIN HILLS TIMES

Jo Anne 
Margaret 
Considine 
Moreland

Jo Anne Moreland 
passed peacefully on Sept 
2, 2026. She is survived 
by her brother Martin 
W. Considine, children: 
Maureen Moreland Man-

Moreland, Raymond J 

-

Jo Anne met the love 
of her life, Wallace L 
Moreland on 4th of July 

of friends and married 
on November 17, 1956. 

December 22, 2010. They 
raised 4 children, moved 
to Arizona in 1975 to build 
their dream home and 

Nurse. She attended Saint 
Elizabeth School of Nurs-

cardiac care in 1960, earned 

health care administration 

person in her family to earn 

General Hospital, Euclid 

the Carl T. Hayden 
Veterans’ Administration 

Jo Anne enjoyed 

be held at The Church of 

85268 , on October 20, 

the church hall.

Sale
• From page 1

Five additional lots were approved for staff  to proceed in the liquidation process, though no action on 
sales was taken. (Independent Newsmedia/Andrew Lwowski)

livianakis and Hannah Larrabee sup-
porting. 

“If that’s what you want to do, it 
could impact what you get for it,” 
town attorney Timothy La Sota said.

In December 2025, the Fountain 
Hills Town Council directed staff  to 
look into the potential sale of parcels, 
and in March, the council directed 
staff  to move forward with the liqui-
dation of a property along East Ash-
brook Drive. Staff  was also directed 
to identify other possible properties, 
in which fi ve were presented before 
the council.

The properties include the 14000 
block of N. Del Cambre, which is 
almost 27,000 square feet and could 
be divided into two comparable lots; 
the southwest corner of Greystone 
and Sycamore that’s approximately 
39,000 square feet; the south side of 
the 15500-15600 block of E. Sun-

burst that’s approximately 190,000 
square feet and could be divided 
into four 47,000 square foot parcels; 
the north side of the 15500 block of 
E. Palomino, which is over 53,000 
square feet; and the east side of the 
16600 block of N. Aspen, which is 
approximately 100 feet deep and 300 
feet of frontage along Aspen Drive. 

“If somebody could turn them into 
productive lots for Fountain Hills, 
I think that’s a great idea,” Kaliv-
ianakis said. “If we can sell some of 
these vacant lots to fi x roads, buy lake 
liners or buy a new fi re truck, it’s a 
good idea.”

Mayor Gerry Friedel also ad-
dressed the list of town-related needs. 

“These lots are in really nice areas 
and I can’t imagine they wouldn’t be 
worth a pretty penny in this town and 
it would really give our budget some 
relief,” he said.

Development Services Director 
John Wesley noted each property 
was identifi ed through public works 

and the town engineer. With approv-
al, staff  will go ahead in the process 
for appraisal and more information 
before returning to council at a later 
date. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines. Andrew Lwowski can be reached at 

alwowski@iniusa.org.
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Scan QR Code With Your 
Mobile Phones CameraAsk  

About Our
Ba’ja Rewards!

Android Apple/ iOS

• 2 pts per $1 merchandise
• Slushie Club - buy 7 get 1 Free
• 100 pts = $1.00 reward

Loyalty Benefits
Fuel RollbackFuel Rollback

$0.05 per gallon$0.05 per gallon
on Mon, Tues, & Wedon Mon, Tues, & Wed

Southwest corner of Beeline & Fort McDowell Rd. • 480-789-8400• 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

Visit Our Website To View Our Menu

Authentic Chicago Pizzag
1/2 Price Cheese Pizza

Every Tuesday 4-8 pm • Carry Out or Delivery

12605 N. Saguaro Blvd. #4 (Corner of Saguaro & El Lago) 

480-836-8400 
www.myrosatis.com/fountainhills

11am-8pm 7 days a week

CLUBS CLUBS

Fountain Hills Friends of the Li-
brary has set the date for its October 
Stories in the Hills event.

The event will be held 2-3:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 22 at the Fountain Hills Com-
munity Center in Ballroom 2, 13001 
N. La Montana Drive, according to a 
press release.

The event will be the seventh sto-

rytelling event in the Stories in the 
Hills series. Speakers will share their 
stories about an event that changed 
their lives.

The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, visit 
https://www. fl .org/.

The next Stories in the Hills event hosted by Fountain Hills Friends of the Library will be on Oct. 22. 
(Photo courtesy Wendy Schelberg)

Fountain Hills Friends of 
the Library sets October 

event

AThe Fountain Hills Democratic 
club hosted Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral Kris Mayes at its monthly meet-
ing held Oct. 8. Mayes outlined her 
offi  ce’s recent legal actions concern-
ing consumer protection, corporate 
accountability and environmental 
regulation.

Mayes detailed several lawsuits 
fi led by the Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral’s Offi  ce, according to a press 
release, highlighting a multi-state 
settlement with Meta Platforms, Inc. 
over allegations that its platforms 
were designed with addictive fea-
tures. Mayes noted that the agree-
ment secured a $17.1 billion national 
resolution, with $223 million allocat-
ed directly to Arizona.

The offi  ce is pursuing an antitrust 
price-fi xing lawsuit against Real-
Page, Inc. and nine residential land-
lords, the release continued, alleging 
anti-competitive practices that have 
infl ated rent prices across the Phoe-
nix and Tucson metropolitan areas.

Mayes also discussed eff orts to 
preserve state water reserves, high-
lighting corporate litigation against a 
Saudi Arabian agricultural operation 
in Western Arizona and a separate 
$12 million settlement reached with 

a Minnesota-based dairy farm in Co-
chise County.

The Attorney General reported 
that targeted enforcement against 
fraudulent operations targeting tribal 
communities for sober living home 
scams has resulted in over 144 prose-
cutions, decreasing state health insur-
ance fraud by an estimated 92%. She 
also reported ongoing prosecutions 
related to Empowerment Scholarship 
Account (ESA) voucher fraud.

Following the Attorney Gener-
al’s address, the club heard from 
Brian Matlock, a Marine veteran, 
mechanical engineer and candidate 
for Arizona State Mine Inspector. 
Matlock detailed his campaign’s core 
priorities, focusing on worker safe-
ty, accidental hazard prevention at 
abandoned mine sites, and the mod-
ernization of regulatory relationships 
with rural and tribal communities.

The next monthly meeting of the 
Fountain Hills Democratic Club is 
scheduled for Nov. 19, at the Foun-
tain Hills Community Center. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m. with the meeting 
beginning at 6 p.m. 

For more information, visit  dem-
club.org.

AZ AG Mayes speaks at Fountain
Hills Democratic Club meeting
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Safely dispose of unused or expired medications, including pet prescriptions
• Pour pills in a clear plastic bag.
• DO NOT bring liquids, creams or sharps. 
• 

Join us in keeping our community safe.

Saturday, October 24th 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fountain Hills Town Hall Main Entrance • 16705 E. Avenue of the Fountains

DEATakeBack.com

FHCoalition.org

Area Home Sales
September 28, 2026 - October 2, 2026

Properties listed may have been sold by various Brokers &/or Owners.

19015 E Lazo Ct $1,130,000
17739 E Wolf Tree Ln $822,943

The Verdes
29632 N Escalante Dr $962,390
18439 E Flicker Dr $637,500

Homes sold this period: 4 Median Price: $892,667 Average price: $888,208
Same period last year: 3 Median Price: $639,500 Average price: $680,258

17112 E La Pasada Dr $685,000
13434 N Stone View Trl $2,690,000
17225 E Teal Dr $520,000
15539 E Telegraph Dr $880,000

Fountain Hills
14644 N Greenhurst Ave $900,000
16714 E Gunsight Dr Unit 148 $410,000
16657 E Gunsight Dr Unit 181 $315,000
14211 N Honeysuckle Dr $955,000

Homes sold this period: 8 Median Price: $782,500 Average price: $919,375
Same period last year: 17 Median Price: $610,000 Average price: $973,018

Answers:



16  October 21, 2026 |  Fountain Hills Times Independent  |  Fhtimes.com

SPORTS

By Andrew Lwowski
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Cross country
The Falcons competed in the Epic 

Tourneys Invite on Oct. 9, which gave 
the runners a preview of the sectional 
course later this season. The course, 
however, was under construction and 
rerouted, though head coach Andrea 
Hall said it will remain for section-
als. It was also the third course under 
construction the Falcons have raced 
this season. 

Hall says the girls were held on the 
line for 10 minutes because the an-
nouncer thought the boys were fi rst, 
though it did not stop them from hav-
ing a great outing. 

“Ellie (Prescott) led her team to 
another top-50 fi nish and held her 
seventh place D4 East ranking,” Hall 
said. “Lexi (Hall) was 12 seconds 
back running a personal best of 25:49 
and also a top-50 fi nish. Alison (Cruz 
Lopez) wrapped up the girls with an 
impressive time of 28:52.”

For the boys, Nate Schlossberg 
continued his dominance, fi nished 
16th overall and being the fi rst runner 
from the division to cross the fi nish 
line. Hall said Schlossberg is current-
ly ranked third in the division. 

Levi Lara was the next Falcon 
runner in 21:47 followed by Logan 
Harrison with a 24:25.

“Heading into the fi nal weeks of 
competition we have four ranked in 
the top 20 for D4 East with Nate, 
Maddox (Bryan), Ellie and Lexi,” 
Hall said.

The Falcons were without Bry-
an and Julian Baggenstos due to fall 
break plans, however. 

Fountain Hills’ next meet will be 
the Talon Invitational in Cave Creek 
on Oct. 24, followed by a home meet 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 29 at McDowell 

Mountain Elementary School.

Football
The Falcons fell on the gridiron to 

Cortez, 42-6 on Oct. 9 and dropping 
to 2-6 on the season. 

Fountain Hills’ points came late 
in the game, courtesy of a long drive 
from junior quarterback JJ Pena. 

The boys returned to action on the 
home fi eld for the homecoming game 

against Chino Valley on Oct. 16.

Volleyball
Fountain Hills volleyball returned 

to action to face Heritage Academy 
Mesa, but fell in straight sets (26-24, 
25-18, 26-24) on Oct. 14. 

The Falcons, now sitting at 9-16-
1 overall and 6-5 in the conference, 
have fi ve games remaining, three of 
which come on home court. 

The girls traveled on Oct. 19 to 
take on Scottsdale Prep on the road 
before returning home for Wicken-
burg on Oct. 21. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines. Andrew Lwowski can be reached at 

alwowski@iniusa.org.

Cross country previews sectional course

The fi ve Falcons, from left to right: Nate Schlossberg, Levi Lara, Ellie Prescott, Lexi Hall and Allison Lopez have all been running together since middle 
school as they ready for another sectionals together. (Photo courtesy of Andrea Hall)
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UNITS AVAILABLE • 24 HOUR ACCESS • CLIMATE CONTROLLED UNITS

480-837-4322
16800 E. SAGUARO BLVD. FOUNTAIN HILLS, AZ 85268

SAGUAROBLVDSTORAGE@GMAIL.COM

NOW 
OPEN

BEHIND 
TARGET

Colony Drive Mini Storage
480-837-1137

17006 E. Colony Dr.
(Just east of Saguaro Blvd. on Colony Dr.)

Office Open Monday - Friday 9 am -5 pm • Closed Saturday and Sunday

• 5x5 to 10x30 units • 24 Hour Access • 24 Hour Security • Fenced & Lighted

*Pay in Full for a 12 month lease and receive 1 month FREE
*FREE Month*FREE Month
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F O U N T A I N  H I L L S
SCOTTSDALE BIBLE CHURCH

Join us on Sundays: 9am or 11am 
15202 N Fountain Hills Blvd

scottsdalebible.com

Would you like someone to pray with you?
  The Healing Room is open Saturdays 

between 9am and 11am

9:00 AM Sunday Worship
Weekly Bible Studies

13001 N. Fountain Hills Blvd.
480.837.1763 | www.fhpresbyterian.info

F O U N T A I N H I L L S
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

9:00 AM Sunday Worship
Weekly Bible Studies

13001 N. Fountain Hills Blvd.
480.837.1763 | www.fhpresbyterian.info

F O U N T A I N H I L L S
PRESBYTYY ERIAN CHURCH

Faith&
Values

RELIGION

Chabad of Fountain Hills is pre-
paring for its fall and holiday season 
with a lineup of community events.

The religious organization will be 
holding fi ve events in November and 
December, according to a press re-
lease.

The events are as follows:
*The Caff einated Rabbi: The Se-

cret Jewish History of Coff ee, 2 p.m. 
Nov. 1 at a private residence.

*Pop-Up Kosher Jewish Deli, noon 
to 4 p.m. Nov. 15 at Chabad Edel-
man Jewish Center, 16830 E. Avenue 
of the Fountains.

*Chanukah Boutique, 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Nov. 16-Dec. 7.

*Chanukah on the Avenue, 4:30 
p.m., Dec. 6, across from the Chabad 
Edelman Jewish Center.

*Chanukah Celebration in Rio 
Verde, 4:30 p.m., Dec. 8 at Rio Verde 
Fire Station 442, 17619 E. Rio Verde 
Drive, Rio Verde.

For more information, visitjewish-
fountainhills.com.

The Chabad of Fountain Hills recently an-
nounced their slate of November and De-
cember events. (Photo courtesy Chabad of 
Fountain Hills)

Chabad announces community events, Chanukah 
celebrations
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Corp NMLS ID 1025894. Licensed by the Dept of Financial Protection & Innovation under the CA Residential Mortgage Lending Act, License 4131356. 
These materials are not from or approved by HUD or FHA. nmlsconsumeraccess.org Exp 10/2029 #4560352373

Join Reverse Richelle as a guest speaker 
at the upcoming Retirements Next Steps 
Workshop where she’ll cover:
• Should you stay, rightsize, or move?

• Reverse Mortgage Purchase! A different 
way to purchase your next home

• How to create greater cash flow and 
financial flexibility in retirement using 
your home equity

• Reverse Mortgage: Myth vs. Reality

Whether you’re planning ahead or 
exploring your options, you’ll learn how 
to make confident financial decisions.
October 22nd, 4pm
DeGeorge Partners: 16872 E Ave of the 
Fountains #103, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Reserve Your Seat Today
(602) 312-7801 | Space is Limited!

Richelle Hopkins  NMLS ID 724068
Reverse Mortgage Advisor

A COMPLIMENTARY EDUCATIONAL 
WORKSHOP FOR HOMEOWNERS 55+
Your home could be the missing piece of your retirement plan. Discover how the 
equity you’ve built over the years may help support your retirement goals.

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

Call Log
• From page 5

for an equipment violation. A records 
check revealed the driver’s license 
was suspended. The driver was is-
sued a criminal citation.

Wednesday, Oct. 14
*Deputies responded to the 15000 

block of N. Del Ray Drive where it 
was reported an unknown subject 
accessed the victim’s crypto account 
without permission and stole the 
crypto currency.

*Deputies responded to Shea Bou-
levard and Palatial Drive where it 
was reported a driver was stopped for 
criminal speed (75 in a 50). The driv-
er was issued a criminal citation.

*Deputies responded to Shea Bou-
levard and Palatial Drive where it 
was reported a driver was stopped for 
criminal speed (76 in a 50). The driv-
er was issued a criminal citation.

Opinions
• From page 6

And if the water is not physically 
there, leave the desert alone.

There has to come a point when 
protecting what remains matters more 
than fi nding one more way to keep the 
machine moving. Arizona is past that 
point.

Enough is enough. Adults in the 
room, please stand up.

Rusty Childress
RIO VERDE

Is Fountain Hills looking for 
more litigation?

Item 9c on the agenda for the Oct. 
20 town council meeting was oblique-
ly described as “Discussion: Regard-
ing a proposed ordinance relating to 
Sharia Law.” This was the unneces-
sary ordinance Allen Skillicorn volun-
teered to dra  banning the application 

of Sharia law in Fountain Hills. The 
ordinance that, if enacted, is likely to 
result in another lawsuit taxpayers will 
pay for?

What was the point of this “discus-
sion?” Is our town council looking for 
another lawsuit?

The United States and Arizona 
constitutions take precedence over 
any local ordinance and already pro-
hibit the application of any “foreign 
law,” a term that by statute encom-
passes any law, rule, legal code or legal 
system.

A er learning of the proposed ordi-
nance targeting Muslims, the Arizona 
Chapter of the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations (“CAIR-AZ”) 
sent a letter to Mayor Friedel urging 
the town to abandon the proposal as 
unnecessary and unconstitutional.

CAIR-AZ suggested a meeting to 
engage in “dialogue” but cautioned 
that if an ordinance targeting Muslims 
was enacted, it was prepared to litigate. 
A er successfully challenging Okla-

homa’s targeted ban, the executive 
director of CAIR’s Oklahoma Chap-
ter recovered more than $300,000 in 
attorney’s fees.

Councilwomen Kalivianakis and 
McMahon were the only members of 
the town council who agreed to meet 
with CAIR-AZ representatives. In 
a recent post on her Facebook page, 
Kalivianakis questioned Friedel’s 
judgment in continuing consideration 
of an ordinance that served no demon-
strated need and would further divide 
the community. Friedel responded by 
describing Kalivianakis as a “disgrun-
tled candidate.”

During the June 16 town council 
meeting, Friedel referred to the “doz-
ens of lawsuits and notices of claims” 
that have consumed the town attor-
ney’s time over the past year. Why 
then is he intent on discussing an un-
necessary ordinance likely to result in 
another lawsuit?

Beth Culp
FOUNTAIN HILLS
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Daily news at 
your fingertips
Sign up Sign up 
for your for your 
newsletternewsletter

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Frivolousness
 16. Military arm
 17. ÒWestworldÓ actor Harris
 18. Persian Gulf port city
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to ÒPaÓ
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Raincoats
 27. Lower the light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or more
 30. Lack of diff iculty
 31. A public announcement of a 
proposed marriage
 33. Reduces in size
 34. Make an impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river

 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic acid
 44. ÒLaylaÓ singer Clapton
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dictionary 
(abbr.)
 50. ÒTop Gun: MaverickÓ actor 
Powell
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Larry and CurlyÕs pal
 59. Off -Broadway theater award
 60. Fencers
 63. Masses of fish eggs
 64. Passerine birds
 65. Arrange systematically

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Colorless part of blood
  2. Of a main artery

  3. PhotogÕs tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit ÒBut __Ó
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang: country singer
  8. A driverÕs license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Antelopes
 13. One quintillion bytes
 14. Japanese lute
 15. A type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. Dorm off icial
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. __ route
 30. Upper body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action committee
 34. Edible nuts

 35. Front part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Geological time
 38. Of I
 40. Northern Utah city
 41. They work in the trenches
 42. Hammer is one
 44. Tall deciduous tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Provokes
 51. Home of the NCAAÕs Flyers
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of the mackerel 
family
 55. Not one
 57. __ and behold
 61. Atomic #21
 62. ÒThe Great Lakes StateÓ

You know the drill 15

WORDS

P U ZZ L E S MORE PUZZLES @ YOURVALLEY.NETMORE PUZZLES @ YOURVALLEY.NETPUZZLES FROM METRO CREATIVE SERVICESPUZZLES FROM METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

ACQUISITION
BOOTSTRAPPING
BRAND
CAPITAL
CASHFLOW
COMPLIANCE

DEMOGRAPHICS
EQUITY
FRANCHISE
FUNNEL
INVENTORY
LIABILITY

LOGISTICS
MARGIN
MODEL
NICHE
OVERHEAD
PAYROLL

PIVOT
PROPRIETORSHIP
RETENTION
REVENUE
SCALABILITY
VENDOR
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4 5 6

7 8 9

1310 11 12

l6872 E Ave of the Fountains l6872 E Ave of the Fountains l6858 E Ave of the Fountains

16850 E Ave of the Fountains 
#102

16850 E Ave of the Fountains 
#102

16824 E Ave of the Fountains 
Ste 12

16712 E Ave of the Fountains16824 E Ave of the Fountains 
Ste 11

16810 E
Ave of the
Fountains 
#109

16704 E Ave of the 
Fountains

16725 E Ave of the 
Fountains

16848 E Ave of the 
Fountains

16845 E 
Ave of the 
Fountains 
#107

EXPLORE ✧ COLLECT ✧ BE ENTERED TO WIN!
Get a stamp or signature from each participating location. Turn in your completed card at the

Witches Cauldron at Sofrita for a chance to win the Black Onyx Pendant from Sami Fine Jewelry.
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INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
16455 East Avenue of the Fountains, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE TODAY!

Call (480) 836-5000
fountainviewvillageaz.com

Join us Saturdays at 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 24
The Death of 
Robin Hood

Oct. 31
Young Frankenstein

RSVP by 11/7

BUSINESS

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A local nonprofi t in Fountain Hills 
is aiming to pair volunteers with se-
nior citizens to stave off  social isola-
tion and elder loneliness.

MyFriend, Inc., was formed by 
mother-daughter combo Sharon and 
Sarah Stewart in 2025. 

“The reason we started this non-
profi t is that my grandmother and 

great aunt were at the end stages of 
their life and in assisted living and 
memory care. We would go to visit, 
but there still can be this loneliness in 
between visits, whether it’s because 
the person is not as outgoing while 
they’re living there, they’re not inter-
ested in doing the activities, or out of 
their home environment,” Sarah said. 

Nonprofi t sees volunteers 
paired with seniors to 

fi ght loneliness

From left, Sharon and Sarah Stewart from local nonprofi t MyFriend, Inc. (Photo courtesy Sharon Stew-
art)

• See Volunteers on page 23
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Get a Phoenix Cannabis Co.

FREE PREROLL
BRING THIS COUPON TO THE DISPENSARY FOR A FREE PHOENIX 

CANNABIS CO. PREROLL WITH ANY PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE.
Expires 10/31/26

Volunteers
• From page 22

“...It’s something that really weighed 
on us...Sharon and I are both Chris-
tian and we both felt at diff erent 
times that God was prompting us to 
do something about this and so we 
decided to launch MyFriend.”

Sharon said that the goal of My-
Friend is in its name - providing a 
friend for local seniors in Fountain 
Hills and Scottsdale that may be ex-
periencing isolation.

“For a period of six months, a 
volunteer goes and visits with their 
matched senior for about an hour and 
a half, and those visits vary depend-
ing on the person and what kind of 
day they’re having,” Sharon said. 
“It can be anything from having a 
conversation and sharing stories and 
memories. Sometimes it could be 
card games or taking a stroll around 
the property.”

She added that they have gone to 
onsite activities with some residents 
to art classes or to a movie or dance 
classes. She said sometimes a person 
may be hesitant to go alone. 

Sharon has been in Fountain Hills 
since 1986, and she said that this 
town was the perfect place for her 
and Sarah to start their nonprofi t.

“We’re Fountain Hills residents, 
we’re invested in the community, 
and we know numerous people be-
cause we’ve been here for so many 
years,” Sharon said. “Fountain Hills 

is the prefect place for us to start be-
cause we’re familiar here, and it being 
a smaller community, we know a lot 
of the seniors here.”

Sharon said that they have seen 
fi rst-hand the impact their presence 
has on the seniors that they work 
with.

“There is one senior at a facility 
here and when we went last week 
and it was time for us to leave, she 
made us promise that we would come 
back,” Sharon said. “What we fi nd 
with our seniors that we visit is that 
you can tell they’re looking forward 
to that next week...They’re always 
excited about it and they look for-
ward to something out of the norm in 
their day.”

Ultimately, Sarah said that she 
hopes their nonprofi t can remind se-
niors that even at the end of their life, 
there is still so much they can look 
forward to, and that there are people 
who remember them.

“I hope and pray that the seniors 
that we interact with would feel 
loved, and would feel that they ha-
ven’t been forgotten,” Sarah said. 
“That they still have things to share 
and even though they may be in the 
end chapters of life, their life is not 
over.”

For more information and to vol-
unteer, visit myfriendusa.org/.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Publish Your Legal Notices Fast & Easy!
Business fi ling, public notices, court summons, legal 
postings – and more – can now be published in your 
hometown newspaper!
•  All notices published in your local newspaper AND the 

Phoenix Independent – a newspaper that complies with 
A.R.S. 10-140.34 and A.R.S 39-201A & B as required by 
the State of Arizona for publishing legal notices.

•  Includes a notarized affidavit of publication

888-665-3848
legals@iniusa.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Deadline to apply is Oct. 23

The Town of Fountain Hills is ac-
cepting applications for boards and 
commissions through 6 p.m. Oct. 23, 
according to a release. 

There are two seats on the Com-
munity Services Advisory Commis-
sion. One is the commission, which 
is a three-year term, while the other 
is a youth commissioner with term 
dates undetermined. This commis-
sion works in support of the town’s 
community services department to 
enchance the quality of life for resi-
dents. Meetings are generally held 5 
p.m. on the fourth Monday of each 
month in the town hall chambers. 

There are two positions open on 
the History and Culture Advisory 
Commission. Both positions are com-
missioners, though one is a three-year 
term beginning Nov. 1 and ending 
October 2029 while the other is a par-
tial term beginning Nov. 1 through 
Oct. 31, 2028. Those interested in 
local history, cultural preservation, 
research and community are encour-
aged to apply. Meetings are generally 
held 4 p.m. on the fi rst Wednesday of 

each month in the town hall cham-
bers.

The Board of Adjustment also 
has two positions available as board 
members. 

These are two-year terms begin-
ning Nov. 1 through Oct. 31, 2028. 
The board considers zoning matters 
related to issues under state law, town 
code and zoning ordinance, accord-
ing to the release. Applicants should 
have experience in planning, survey-
ing, law, real estate or land develop-
ment. Meetings are generally held 
5:30 p.m. every third Thursday on 
the month in the town council cham-
bers. 

Applicants for all available posi-
tions must be 18-years or older, be 
qualifi ed electors and have resided 
in Fountain Hills for at least one year 
unless the town council waives ap-
plicable residency requirement. The 
youth commissioner for the Coom-
munity Services Commission is ex-
empt from these requirements. 

Applications are available at the 
town clerk’s offi  ce 16705 E Ave-
nue of the Fountains, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday or visit Fountain-
hillsaz.gov.

The Town has openings for various boards and commissions with terms beginning this winter. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia fi le photo)

Fountain Hills boards, 
commissions have open positions
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All the Convenience
and Security

You Need!

480-837-0297 
12031 N Colony Dr, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

www.fountainhillsministorage.com

ALL SIZES +
BOAT & RV STORAGE

RENT ONLINE
Great Customer Service
Online Bill Pay
Climate Control
Onsite Security

Variety of Unit Sizes Available
Boxes & Supplies
Digital Video Surveillance
Drive Up Access

A CONFIDENT A CONFIDENT 
SMILE FOR LIFE!SMILE FOR LIFE!

FREE

• Missing Tooth (single or multiple)
• Fractured Teeth
• Sore or Loose Partial Dentures
• Sore or Loose Complete Dentures

Experience Quality,
Comprehensive Dentistry in a

Caring, Personalized Environment

480-816-1011
16921 E. Palisades Blvd., Suite 111

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
www.Krauterdds.com

Dental 
Implant Consult

With Universal Waste 
Systems

The Town of Fountain Hills, 
with its new trash service Uni-
versal Waste Systems, will hold 
a scheduled meeting 4-6 p.m 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the 
Community Center. This is the 
second scheduled meeting for 
residents, as the fi rst was held on 
Oct.10. 

Residents are invited to ask 
questions about changes to trash 
and recycling services.  The 
town council approved UWS as 
the new provider in February, 
and they will take over services 
soon.

The town is remidning resi-
dents to not make changes now 
and they should continue to use 
their current Republic Services 
carts until further instructions. 

For additional questions or 
information about the transition, 
contact UWS 7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, at 480-697-
4580 or uwscompany.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS

The second of the two scheduled 
meetings with the Town of Fountain 
Hills new trash service will be Oct. 
21. (Independent Newsmedia fi le 
photo).

Fountain Hills to hold trash service meeting
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SeniorLife Insurance Solutions
Christine Itami
480-694-7753

chris.itami@gmail.com
Call Or Email To Schedule  

Your Complimentary Consultation

Medicare Annual Enrollment is  
October 15th - December 7th.

Specializing in Medicare products, plan comparisons, and more

CALL  
TODAY

ENTERTAINMENT

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fest in the Hills is returning to Fountain Hills for 
its second year.

A er its fi rst run in 2025, the one-day music 
festival will be back in Fountain Park 5-10 p.m. on 
Nov. 7.

Lisa “Thee Oracle” Hightower, founder of the 
event as well as one of the lead performers, said that 
one of the main points of emphasis for the event is 
to bring in performers from many diff erent sounds 
and genres.

Some examples include international jazz saxo-
phonist Antonio Jackson, Latin Grammy nominee 
Stanley Serrano, rock, soul and blues duo Diana 
Lee and Donnie Dean, Kool & the Gang Tribute 
band 911 Dangerous Band and many more.

“I launched this event as a by artists, for artists 
event with an intent to activate whatever commu-
nity we’re in. We want to have a plethora of music 
that will speak to everyone that is there,” Hightow-
er said. “So some people are old school, and some 
want the blues sort of feeling, and there are those 
who want the updated contemporary style of jazz...
We wanted to speak to the entire community that 
would come out.”

Debbie Charlton-Webb from Chill Boutique is 
an emcee at the event and is excited to work with 
Hightower in November.

“I’m so honored to be one of the Fest in the Hills 
emcees supporting Lisa, the local with the vocals. 
I’d like to thank Lisa for the time, energy, talent and 
resources she’s put into making Fest in the Hills pos-
sible,” Charlton-Webb said. “With Lisa behind this, 
we can count on this being an amazing experience.”

Hightower did say that she is changing one thing 
from last year - pricing. While the event was free last 
year, that won’t be the case this time around.

Fest in the Hills will still operate as a non-profi t 
event, but charging a small price for tickets will en-
sure Hightower doesn’t put herself in debt running 
the event every year.

Still, Hightower aimed to keep ticket prices rela-
tively low so everyone in the Fountain Hills commu-
nity could come enjoy the event.

“It was free to the people, but not free to me. The 
lesson I learned was to not be hesitant about putting 
a price on it, even if I wanna keep it at a nominal 
rate,” Hightower said. “So this year, it’s $25 to get 
in, and we had over 1,000 people last year, so $25 
to get in would have paid our entire budget versus 
me walking away with an actual debt. And since it’s 
$25 but if you buy one, you get one free, it’s really 
only $12.50 for general admission.”

By charging money for tickets as well as bringing 
in sponsors, Hightower said that the event will be 

upgraded with more vendors and drink options than 
last year.

“Last year we had no alcohol. This year, we have 
alcohol, meaning wine, mixed drinks, as well as 
beer,” Hightower said. “...On the business side, we 
have several types of vendors and people that will be 
selling products and food.”

Hightower hopes that the festival can impact the 
town of Fountain Hills in a way that brings more and 
more attention to the town and community.

And perhaps that can be repeated in other com-
munities all across the world, she said.

“I did it here in Fountain Hills because I live here. 
I believe that the community should serve art, and 
art should serve the community,” Hightower said. 
“...My bigger and global goal is to activate music 
with transformation all over the globe.”

A key part of this is the multi-generational power 
of music, Hightower said. 

“We know that it’s generations that build and 
sustain anything, whether it be a business, a town, 
or a country or family,” Hightower said. “Music is 
so multi-generational and so unlimited and ageless, 
that it not only attracts people to itself, but also at-
tracts them to our town.”

Ultimately, Hightower suggests  those who are 
interested come see for themselves.

“Come experience incredible music, communi-
ty and culture,” Hightower said. “It will transform 
your life.”

For more information and to buy tickets, visit fes-
tinthehills.com/.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them 
to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a 

wide variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Lisa “Thee’ Oracle” Hightower will perform at the 2026 Fest in the 
Hills in Fountain Hills on Nov. 7. (Photo courtesy Lisa Hightower)

Fest in the Hills music festival set to return
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Garage Sales

Condos

Houses- Sales

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC
5” & 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS  & 

LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
Ask 

About Our 
Senior & 
Military 

Discounts

Office: 602-675-0949 
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Handyman

Electrical, 
plumbing, 
painting, 

landscaping, 
window 

cleaning,  
gate repair & 
replacement, 

power washing 
decks &  

patios, and 
more. 

40 years experience
Fountain Hills resident over 

30 years
Call Jimmy at

Handyman

602-570-2931  
Not a licensed contractor

Hearing Care

Landscaping

CALL 
TODAY

•   Landscape Installation/Maintenance
•   Tree Trim/Cactus Trim and Removals
•   Move In and Move Out Cleanings
•   Install gravel/stone or refresh old
•   Weed Control
•   Property Cleanup
•   Yard lighting LED or traditional
•   Irrigation Install & Repair
•   Monthly, Quarterly & 1 Time Cleanups

No Contract Necessary

For a free quote contact Carter Hill
www.AZCO.us 

Cell 480-434-0696 • Carter.az@gmail.com

Landscaping

CALL 
TODAY

Specializing in Irrigation Install and 
Repair while providing all desert 

landscape services for your yard, 
plants and trees. We are Fountain 

Hills residents providing serves   
 for our FH neighbors.

Call 480-352-7583
for your Free Estimate

Not a licensed contractor

Legal Services

Legal Services

STERNFELS & WHITE PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Emphasis in:
• Business Law
• Estate Planning:

Wills/Trusts
• Real Estate Law
• Probate
• Trust Administration

(480) 816-9985  

CALL 
TODAY

Miscellaneous

Information presented is for your educational purposes only and should not be regarded as a complete analysis of the subjects discussed.  
Discussions and answers to questions do not involve the rendering of personalized investment advice, but are limited to the dissemination of general 

information.  A professional advisor should be consulted before implementing any of the options presented.
Encompass More Asset Management LLC is a registered investment adviser with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and only 

transacts business in states where it is properly registered, or is excluded or exempted from registration requirements. 

Terry D. Cox
AAMS® WMS Financial Advisor

www.tdc. nancial / terrycox@tdc. ancial
OFFICE 480-837-4590 / FAX 844-272-1923
16845 E. Ave. Of The Fountains, Suite 106

Painting

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

888-665-3848
 iniusa.org/classifieds
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Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Public Notice Public Notice

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

 iniusa.org/classifieds

Your community directory
is a click away!

Get the best of both worlds,
in print and online, all in your local newspaper!

   To Place a Classified Ad  Call 888-665-3848, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

When you advertise in the Independent your message 
will reach our loyal readers. You could get a whole 
new crop of customers to your door.

Contact us for your complimentary marketing 
consultation. Reach your new customers today!

888-665-3848
azads@iniusa.org
YourValley.net

Our Readers… Your Customers
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Public Notice

ORDINANCE NO. 26–14 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN 
HILLS, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE FOUNTAIN HILLS 
TOWN CODE BY AMENDING CHAPTER 8, BUSINESS LICENSES, ARTICLE 8-6, 
SHORT-TERM RENTALS AND VACATION RENTALS. 

    WHEREAS, local governments may regulate short-term rentals and vacation 
rentals as provided in Arizona Revised Statutes (“A. R. S.”) § 9-500.39; and 
    WHEREAS, on November 15, 2022, the Mayor and Town Council passed and 
adopted Ordinance 22-09 adding Article 8-6, Short-term Rentals and Vacation 
Rentals to the Town Code; and 
   WHEREAS, the Town has found it necessary to amend the existing regula-
tions to ensure the proper functioning of short-term rentals and vacation rent-
als consistent with Arizona Revised Statutes (“A. R. S.”) § 9-500.39; and 
    WHEREAS,
safety and welfare of the Town residents, preserve its housing stock, and main-
tain the quality and character of residential neighborhoods; and 
   WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Sections 1 and 2, Constitution of 
Arizona, and the laws of the State of Arizona, the Town Council has considered 
the individual property rights and personal liberties of the residents of the 
Town and the probable impact of the proposed ordinance on the cost to con-
struct housing for sale or rent before adopting this ordinance. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF 
THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA, as follows: 
         SECTION 1.  The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth 
herein. 
          SECTION 2.  Article 8-6 of the Fountain Hills Town Code is hereby amend-
ed as provided in Exhibit A. 
      SECTION 3.  If any provision of this Ordinance is for any reason held by any 
court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, such provision or portion 
hereof shall be deemed separate, distinct and independent of all other provi-
sions and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
of this Ordinance. 
        SECTION 4.  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after 
its passage and adoption by the Town Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, 
Arizona, and its approval by the Mayor and attestation by the Town Clerk. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain 
Hills, Arizona, this 6th day of October, 2026. 

Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent, October 14, 21, 2026/50290_1

TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA  
/s/Gerry M. Friedel, Mayor 
REVIEWED BY:  
/s/Rachael Goodwin, Town Manager 

ATTEST: 
/s/Angela Padgett-Espiritu,  
Deputy Town Clerk  For Bevelyn Bender,  
Town Clerk 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/Tim La Sota, Town Attorney

Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent, October 21, 28, November 4, 11, 2026/50410_1
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Public Notice

ORDINANCE NO. 26–05 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN 
HILLS, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING TOWN CODE SECTION 
10-2-1 DEFINITIONS AND SECTIONS 10-2-8 AND 10-2-9 RELATING TO 
HANDBILLS. 

Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent, October 14, 21, 2026/50291_1

    WHEREAS, The Town desires to protect the safety of its residents by limiting the possible 
accumulation of unwanted materials in and around the street facing yards of their properties; 
and 
   WHEREAS, The Town desires to maintain streets and sidewalks free of liter and debris; and 
    WHEREAS, The Town recognizes and desires to protect free speech and lawful commercial 
activities; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA, as follows:  

    SECTION 1.  The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein. 
    SECTION 2. The Council adopts the amendments as contained in Exhibit A.  
    SECTION 3.  If any provision of this Ordinance is for any reason held by any court of compe-
tent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, such provision or portion hereof shall be deemed sep-
arate, distinct and independent of all other provisions and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
    SECTION 4. In accordance with Article II, Sections 1 and 2, Constitution of Arizona, and the 
laws of the State of Arizona, the City/Town Council has considered the individual property 
rights and personal liberties of the residents of the City/Town and the probable impact of 
the proposed ordinance on the cost to construct housing for sale or rent before adopting this 
ordinance. 
    SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its passage and 
adoption by the Town Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, and its approval by the 
Mayor and attestation by the Town Clerk. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, 
this 6th day of October, 2026.

TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA  
/s/Gerry M. Friedel, Mayor 
REVIEWED BY:  
/s/Rachael Goodwin, Town Manager 

ATTEST: 
/s/Angela Padgett-Espiritu,  
Deputy Town Clerk  For Bevelyn Bender,  
Town Clerk 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/Tim La Sota, Town Attorney
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Make Room
for Change!
With the Classifieds, you can clear
the clutter, earn extra cash and find
great deals on the things you really want! 888.665.3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

$20Rates
starting at



32  October 21, 2026 |  Fountain Hills Times Independent  |  Fhtimes.com

Give us a call to Experience  the Pellegrini Difference! 

Scan QR to see all of our listings! 
480-315-1555  |  WWW.85268.COM   |  HOMES@85268.COM 

• Bob's Free Bikes 
• Extended Hands 

Food Bank 
• Fountain Hills Chamber 

of Commerce
• Fountain Hills Coalition
• Fountain Hills HS 

Football - Gridiron Club
• Fountain Hills 

Leadership Academy

The Pellegrinis are proud Sponsors of :
• Fountain Hills 

Women's Club 
• Four Peaks Rotary
• Rescue Pals  
• Salt River Wild Horse 

Management Group
• Salvation Army of 

Arizona  

Tony Pellegrini   480-600-1057
Susan Pellegrini  480-600-4035

Fountain Hills' Highest Producing Agents with 
over $650 million sold in Fountain Hills since 2004

VOTED

#1
Real Estate 

Team
Fountain Hills

2024 & 2025

Altos Research, Inc.
October 13, 2026

$922,450
MEDIAN LIST PRICE

122
AVERAGE DAYS 

ON MARKET

$388
PRICE PER SQFT

154
INVENTORY

Weekly
MARKET UPDATE 

FOR 85268

16130 E Cholla Drive
Offered at: $1,349,900 
www.tourfactory.com/3252960

Single-Level, NO STEPS
Panoramic Mountain Views

16901 E Augusta Court
Offered at: $1,275,000 
www.tourfactory.com/3251798

Cul-de-Sac Golf Course Retreat 

Resort-Style Backyard

15757 E Tepee Drive
Offered at: $1,749,900 
www.tourfactory.com/3251783

Designed for Living Together- 

Beautifully

17221 E Diamante Drive
Offered at: $940,000 
www.tourfactory.com/3254004

Jewel Box  in the Fountain Hills
Views | Walkability | Effortless Living

COME FOR THE WINE,  STAY FOR THE MUSIC!

H O M E  O F  T H E  W E E K  AT
SunRidgeCanyon.com

15440 N Cabrillo Drive
Offered at: $1,250,000
www.tourfactory.com/3248431

Where  Spectacular Views
Meet a Lifetime of Care
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