Community

Event brings
together West
Valley Jews; 28

SURPRISE

INDEPENDENT

Benefit

Galato support
arts, culture; 29

October 21, 2026

Volume 29 Issue 42

Your Nonpartisan Community Newspaper - YourValley.net

Development
agreements
help city
order growth

Council details owner’s duties
for projects in new areas

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Surprise City Councilmember
Nick Haney said he understands why
residents in the rapidly growing area
he serves wonder why infrastructure
like roads were not in place before the
homes were built.

But by passing a pair of develop-
ment agreements in that northwest
area, the Surprise City Council took
more steps on Oct. 6 at growing in a
more sensible order.

The council OK’d development
deals for the Ana Mandara project
at the northwest corner of 219th Av-
enue and Sun Valley Boulevard and
the Vistas Montanas project near the
northeast corner of 179th Avenue in
Peakview Road.

“One of the things that I really like
that we’re doing now is we’re actually
working to have these development

® See Growth on page 6

Dysart’s Community Connection Tour
makes case for Proposition 421

DUSD!Superintendent{Dr®ohn{Croteau'speaks;tolschool busiridersiconsisting{of/parentsland/business;representatives fromlalllbackgroundsiand
professionslonithelCommunity,ConnectioniTour,0ct¥1%(IndependentiNewsmediay,DelaritalFord)|

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The best way educators could
demonstrate why the Dysart Uni-
fied School District needs Propo-
sition 421 to pass was to take com-
munity members on a scenic school
bus ride to tour facilities and observe
students and staff for a few hours to

garner stakeholders’ votes.
Although district personnel can-
not tell people how to vote, they
want them to be educated on Prop-

osition 421, which is on the ballot,
as voters are reminded to either mail
ballots by Tuesday, Oct. 27, or de-
liver it and vote by Election Day,
Nov. 3.

Likewise, the district gave an in-
side look in to schools through the
Community Connection Tour. Par-
ticipants began their day with break-
fast Oct. 1, in the DUSD governing
board room at the district’s admin-
istrative office, 15802 N. Parkview
Place in Surprise. Adults witnessed

a day in the life of DUSD students,
with breakfast and lunch provided
to feed their physical appetites, and
hunger for learning first-hand what
students and staff experience during
the day while attending classes.
Governing Board Member Mary
Jane Ziola, joined parents and
business representatives from all
backgrounds and professions on a
school bus trip to Asante Prepara-

® See Tour on page 11
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Sandy & Lew Cryer
602-402-4568

Allison Cryer McFarlin
480-416-9474

FOR MIORE PHOTOS &
INFORMATION ON EACH
OF THE HOMES SCAN
THEIR RESPECTIVE
QR CODE

For The Up To The
Minute Market
Information Visit:

TownCryers.com

the‘TOWN CRYERS’

www.TownCryers.com

Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568

Office: 623-977-1776
17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

15108 W. Via Manana, SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7090877
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, N-RHJ, R-151st., L-Domingo Ln., R-Baja Dr., R-Via Manana

Popular Havasu model. Home has 1547 sq. ft., 2
bedrooms, 2 baths, great room floor plan & a large
block wall fenced private backyard. Owned solar. Cul de
sac lot. No Neighborhood HOA fee. Call today to view!

14114 W. Whitewood Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7068961
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-Echo Mesa, L-Whitewood Dr.

Expanded Montera model with panoramic views of SCW's Trail Ridge GC 3rd fainway/
green & lake with fountain. Approx. 3000 sg. f, 2 Bdrm suites, 3 baths plus a denloffice &
qolf cart garage. The large, covered pafo, dining/familyfiving Rm combination is designed
for formallcasual entertaining. Quick close of escrow is possible. Centrally located & in
SCW's lower tax area this home is one you'l want to see. Don' hesitate! Calltoday to view!

Call the “Town Cryers”
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis
of your home’s value & the details on how your
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!
Call Today! ... 602-402-4568

23100 N. Drifter Way, SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7062138

Dir: Bell Rd.RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., R-Dusty Trail Blvd., R-Drifter Way
Popular Rio Verde model (expended). This 1612sq. ft. home has

2 Bdrms (split), 2 baths plus an added denloffice/craft studio. Both

bathrooms updated including walk in/roll in showers (2023). Paid

off solar lease. Quick close of escrow is possible. No neighborhood

HOA fee. This one is one you'll want to see! Call today to view!

15192 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7059982
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st, L-Corral Dr., R-Acapulco. L-Las Brizas Ln.

Highly desired Prescott model is located on the 7th faiway of Desert Trails GC. This
1856 9. f. home has 2 Bdms (spit), 2 baths plus a den. New roof underlayment
2022, HVAC in 2020 & kitchen appliances 2019. Quick close of escrow is possible.

Home has been well maintained. This one is one you'l wantto see! Calltoday to view!

12635 W. Eveningside Dr., SUN CITY WEST

MLS# 7040339
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.
Fabulous panoramic view of Stardust GC's 4th & 5th fair-
ways & greens. Home has 2599 sq. ft., 3 large bedrooms
(split), 2 updated bathrooms, golf cart garage plus an add-
ed 175 Sq. ft. art/crafts studio or office. This home is truly
special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!
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13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”
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SERVING SUPER SAVER FULL SYNTHETIC
THE VALLEY OIL CHANGE ‘ OIL CHANGE
P A I- M E R ' S '974! Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

(@l@m% &(8@9“"(/ LUBE CHASSIS* « REPLACE FILTER * 22 POINT INSPECTION
£

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically Ow20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations * Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's « Most cars and light trucks « Shop supplies additional

Plus up to $6 disposal fee + Excludes Diesels « *Lube chassis where applicable « Not valid with other offers + No cash value
See store for details » Charge for additional service/parts, if needed « Expires 11-30-26 + SUR-1026
(RAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE o [INTEGRITY

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
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Dysart alums question school safety plan, investigation

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A group of former Dysart High
School students continue to ques-
tion school and district administrators
about their former school’s safety plan,
including an investigation by the Ari-
zona Department of Education into
their concerns.

Former Dysart High School Stu-
dent Body Vice President Cali Overs
was spearheading an effort that includ-
ed Dayna Siquieros, former student
body president, Aubrey Messmer, for-
mer student body secretary, Joan de
la Cruz, former student body treasur-
er, and Karma Wilson in questioning
the Dysart Unified School District.

Overs, who graduated in the
spring, returned to speak during the
Oct. 5 governing board meeting re-
garding concerns she raised earlier in
the year about the high school’s safe-
ty protocols and practices. She was
one of the three speakers during the
meeting whose microphone was cut
off at the 90-second mark.

Questioning the district’s trans-
parency, Overs said ADE opened an
investigation into Dysart regarding
practice school lockdown drills the
students said were not conducted
before it was closed two days before
Dysart responded to the complaint.

“Not only did they cut the pub-
lic speaking time in half, but I have
sent several emails to the school dis-
trict and governing board over the
last eight months and have never
received a response from them, oth-
er than one email claiming the dis-
trict ‘met or exceeded’ state safety
requirements without providing any
proof to back up that claim,” Overs
stated to the Independent.

On Oct. 14, the district respond-
ed to the Independent’s request for
comment regarding its drills and

safety protocol.

“Safety is one of Dysart’s top
priorities, and we are proud to have
strong protocols in place,” the state-
ment read. “However, in order to
maintain the security of our cam-
puses, we cannot share
specific details about
our Emergency Oper-
ations Plans with the
public. Dysart’s dis-
trict requirements for
safety drills exceed the
current state require-
ments, which ADE has confirmed
after reviewing our safety records re-
lating to the inquiry.”

Cali Overs

Getting questions answered

For months, Overs said she re-
peatedly asked for details including
specific dates of the three lockdown
drills Dysart High School said were
conducted during the 2025-26 school
year while Overs was a senior.

“I submitted a public records re-
quest, and the district closed it, claim-
ing that releasing the dates of past
drills is a security risk. Everything
about the way Dysart USD and its
governing board handles legitimate
accountability and safety concerns
seems secretive and completely closed
off to the public.”

Overs provided all emails, texts and
other correspondence she conducted
between the school district, ADE and
her. She planned to meet with Coun-
cilman Chris Judd to further discuss
concerns since he meets with the su-
perintendent and governing board
president monthly, she said of her
quest for answers.

She and the former student body
officers detailed their continued con-
cerns to the DUSD governing board,
Superintendent Dr. John Croteau, Di-
rector of Safety Operations Jason Yea-

ger, the city mayor and council mem-
bers. They also questioned how ADE
handled its July 21 complaint about
Dysart High’s failure to conduct the
three required lockdown drills during
the 2025-26 school year, Overs said,
and whether district administrators or
governing board members had a hand
in getting the complaint dismissed.

“Dysart Unified School District
has repeatedly assured students, par-
ents, and the community that it ‘meets
or exceeds’ state safety requirements.
However, based on our experiences
during the 2025-2026 school year,
we do not believe Dysart High School
met the minimum requirements for
lockdown drills. Despite repeated re-
quests, the district has refused to pro-
vide the dates of the three lockdown
drills it claims were conducted,”
Overs said.

The former students are concerned
about Dysart High School’s proximity
to Rinchem, a chemical storage facil-
ity, as well as a proposed Immigration
and Customs Enforcement detention
center less than a mile away as the
“facilities present additional emergen-
cy preparedness concerns that many
other schools do not face,” according
to Overs.

“If we cannot get straight answers
about basic lockdown drills that have
already occurred, it raises serious
questions about whether the district is
adequately prepared for emergencies
involving these facilities,” she added.

Governing Board Member Dawn
Densmore responded to the allega-
tions on Oct. 15. She reiterated school
safety practices are taken, including
lockdown drills. She confirmed more
than the state requirements were
completed at the school in question,
and the district will not reveal all of its
safety plans designed to protect stu-
dents and staff.

“This is a very serious accusation
that I, as a governing board member
do not take lightly,” said Densmore,
speaking on her experience and not
representing the whole board.

“Additionally, any conversation
had by the entire board regarding
safety plans and lockdown drills are
only to be held in executive session.
We may not legally release the details
of the drills, emergency operations
plans or conversations held in execu-
tive session,” she said.

Densmore added neither the board,
nor the district can legally provide
what Overs is requesting.

“Ms. Overs’ persistence is remark-
able and admirable, yet her passion is
sadly misdirected,” she said.

Regarding the ADE investigation,
Densmore noted although she has
worked for the state agency in various
capacities she is recused from Dysart
affairs, but remains passionate about
school safety since she successfully
advocated for officers in every Dysart
school.

“I take the safety and health of all
students and staff to heart. This ex-
tends far beyond our school district
boundaries. To question my intent,
my judgement, my character is out of
line,” Densmore said.

Under review

After filing a formal complaint with
the ADE, requesting a thorough and
independent review, Overs and the
others noted the information they ob-
tained through public records requests
raised “serious questions about wheth-
er this investigation was properly con-
ducted.”

Timeline of complaints:
+ July 21: Filed a formal complaint
with the ADE regarding the failure to
® See Question on page 15
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er;|Gregory\Way,\who[demonstratesjhowjtojuse

ew/app* Conversation|Bridge'((IndependentNewsmediaj/Zev/Black)

By Zev Black and Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Gregory Way, a Sun City resident
and stroke survivor, was diagnosed
with vascular dementia in 2019. He
was given five years to live, but has
surpassed the estimate. To keep his
brain fresh, he trains his brain with
puzzles.

One of those puzzles was the cre-
ation of an app, called Conversation
Bridge, designed to help people who
have trouble speaking or are deaf.
The program listens to an individual
talk before turning their speech into
text on the screen. The disabled in-
dividual can then use a suggested re-
sponse which the app provides based
on the conversation.

Gregory felt the need for this be-
cause he has speech problems in his
everyday life which makes talking an
“exhausting hurdle.”

Resident creates

“(I was) frustrated by the gap be-
tween knowing what [ wanted to
say and getting the words out fast
enough,” he said. “I decided to use
my background in software to build
a solution.”

Gregory’s son, Brian, is very proud
of him.

“It’s a testament to people,” he
said. “Even after 40 years of program-
ming, as long as you stay active with
it, no matter what happens to your
mind, you can stay working.”

‘While Gregory has his own speech
problems now, this is something he’s
seen firsthand his entire life.

One of Gregory’s cousins is mostly
deaf. Growing up, he could tell some-
thing was wrong, but wanted to un-
derstand the problem.

“As somebody that has seen both
sides, only I'm not deaf, I generally
think the normal people are doing

everything they can,” Gregory said.
“So, my advice to people with this
problem or similar problems is to try
not to get annoyed if people can’t un-
derstand you.”

Brian is hoping this is something
that doesn’t stop.

“It’s a constant joy to watch him
challenge his mind, especially as his
life has had its difficulties,” Brian
said. “Keeping your mind sharp when
things are hard is something that can
really help your health, mental health,
physical health and spiritual health.
This keeps him active.”

Gregory is hoping the app goes live
by the end of the month.

Julie Killebrew, MSN, Shepherd
of the Hills United Methodist Church
health educator facilitator said the
church offers educational series
throughout the year and in the past

® See App on page 17
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Growth

¢ From page 1

agreements come before council, so
we can see the obligations that these
developers have to bring that infra-
structure up to speed,” Haney said
before the council took its vote on
the second of the two agreements.

The Ana Mandara development
encompasses around 207 acres on
land annexed into the city in 1989.
In a rezone to a planned area devel-
opment in 2007, the area is zoned
for commercial parcels, open space
and a future fire station site.

The development agreement
the council approved details the
owner’s obligations for traffic sig-
nals, right-away access, water and
wastewater infrastructure.

Developers are responsible for
their proportionate share of the three
traffic signals along the new 219th
Avenue, including at Sun Valley
Parkway and Beardsley Road.

“I can tell you 219th and Sun
Valley Parkway is a signal that those
folks out there really want, so it’s
encouraging to see not only that the
developers are having to pay their
proportionate share, but hopefully
we can get that traffic signal up there
for them as soon as possible,” Haney
said at the council meeting.

There are also requirements for
recharging water at the city’s SPA3
basin and reserving land on Beard-
sley between 213th and 219th ave-
nues for a future fire station.

The Vistas Montanas develop-
ment agreement covers about 179
acres of land annexed into the city
in 1988 at that northwest corner of
173rd and Peakview Road.

The council updated the PAD
zoning in 2023 for single-family resi-
dential with a density of 2.9 dwelling
units to the acre. The owner’s obliga-
tions include road improvements on
179th from Patton Road to the south-
west corner of the property. Among

The Surprise City Council passed development agreements for the Ana Mandara, top, and Vistas Montanas projects in northwest Surprise at its Oct. 6 city

council meeting. (Courtesy city of Surprise)

commitments include improving
Peakview from 174th lane to 179th
Avenue.

“Residents in the future are go-
ing to have that infrastructure sup-

port that growth, and it’s really been
a step in the right direction for the
northwest area,” Haney said before
the unanimous votes on both devel-
opment agreements.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters
oremail them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Ciotlity
Guidelines.
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Signia MaX

AI THAT FOCUSES ON THE
CONVERSATIONS THAT MATTER.

The first hearing aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
a revolutionary new multi-dimensional Al system that understands
conversations and adapts to every moment in real time.

97% Hear Clearer with MaX

* Al trained using 40 million sound samples spanning 11 languages, six music genres, and thousands of real voices and listening environments.
* Adapts to changing conversations in just 0.01 seconds.

* 4AI neural networks working together in real time I NT RO D U CTO RY
Multi-adaptive Xperience S P E C | A L !

Signia MaX is the multi-adaptive
platform built for contribution in
group conversations everywhere,
powered by Acoustic Intelligence.

Monday,
October 26 til
Friday, October 30t

BUY ONE,
GET ONE

Acoustic Intelligence

Acoustic Intelligence redefines Al in
hearing aids - understanding multi-
dimensional sound to adapt to the full
moment, not just the noise.

Signia Assistant

Signia Assistant now supports
natural language troubleshooting,
ensuring professional care between
appointments and reducing based on the manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this
offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or

unnecessary follow-ups. special pricing.

Try before you buy! Absolutely free for 45 days!
NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

* If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must
be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is
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Monday, October 26™ til Friday, October 30*

FREE

ABSOLUTELY
FREE

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

FREE

It is important to
have your hearing
checked annually.

DON'T Miss OuR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

OTHER
DIGITAL
SPECIALS

The Lowest-Cost
Digital Hearing Aids
Available Anywhere

(Up to 40db Loss)

Ve

~

-

100% Digital WAS 100% AS

CgeednthﬁEt BTE s=2g5 [l)lgltsl = sQg5
NOWS395/ea | () NOWS$395/ea

100% wWAS | [ 100% WAS

[? .t|a||<:|c N -CI= MlcroClC 1995
ompletely-in

) NOW 495/ e

\

(Completely-in-Canal)

O NOW $595/ EA |

FREE
DEVICE TUNE-UP  HEARING EXAM  VIDEO OTOSCOPY

Verify that your
current hearing aids
work properly.

Ensure that your
hearing loss isn't just
earwax buildup!
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL!

Monday, October 26" til Friday, October 30

BUY ONE, *
cetone: FREE

( PAIR PRICING)

e If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is based on the
manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or special pricing.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!
We'll test you for FREE and fit you with

£IgNIQ PURE

HEB&EG Charge&Go MaX

b for a 45-day trial period

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

WE FIT & SERVICE THE WORLD'S BEST HEARING AIDS

———————— 3 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Surprise Sun City West Goodyear
(623) 269-8067 (623) 320-1799 (623) 253-0369

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106 14300 W Granite Valley Dr, Ste B-6 15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105 . .
In Bashas'Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry Across from Hospital, next to Webb Medical Plaza In Parkway Village Plaza - In between Pizza Hut Voted #1 Hearmg Aid

and Motor Vehicle Services Center in Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on Google

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona
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tory Academy, Cimarron Spring
Middle School and Willow Can-
yon High School. While riding the
bus, the superintendent, Dr. John
Croteau, and other educators ex-
plained about inconveniences such
as the long rides many students
have to commute in the Asante
area since “they keep growing,” he
said.

“We will have to redo the maps
again and move those kids to anoth-
er school,” said Croteau, stressing
the need for Proposition 421 so new
elementary schools can be built to
accommodate the rapid population
growth in the Asante area.

Croteau mentioned portable
classrooms and bathrooms being
used, and aging buildings that re-
quire repairs districtwide. Pointing
out the bus windows, he showed
possible land properties where
schools could be built in the com-
munity.

“We have to buy high school
land. That is what you see on Prop-
osition 421,” Croteau said. “Land is
disappearing very quickly.”

He added how much easier it is
for elementary schools to be built
and welcomed in to many commu-
nities compared to high schools.

“Builders are very eager to do-
nate elementary sites. They are not
quick to donate high school sites,”
noted Croteau.

Assistant Superintendent of Busi-
ness Services Marydel Speidell said
Proposition 421 would help with
costs to replace buses that are about
15-20 years old, traveled more than
a million miles every year and are
more expensive to maintain.

“Diesel is running over $6 nation-
ally,” said Speidell about the rising
cost of fuel to fill the buses.

She added how many districts
are struggling with facilities be-

Guests were welcomed by students and staff at the various schools for the Community Connection Tour.

(Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)
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Community members got an inside look in to Asante Preparatory Academy, Cimarron Spring Middle
School and Willow Canyon High School classrooms during the Community Connection Tour. (Indepen-

dent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

ing over 20 years old and needing
funds for repairs.

Approving Proposition 421 on
the Nov. 3 ballot would fund:

+ Constructing public restrooms
and concessions for athletic facili-
ties at the high schools.

+ Getting new air conditioning
systems.

+ Installing new fire panels to im-
prove safety at all schools.

+ Constructing a new elementary

school to address the rapid growth
in the district’s northwest territory.

+ Acquiring high school land for
the district’s future growth.

+ Renovating aging facilities,
to include constructing public re-
strooms for athletic facilities at
high schools, upgrading the aging
auditorium at Dysart High School,
which is the district’s original high
school.

“This is very informative. It’s

been different schools, so I like to
learn about each different one,” said
Pearl Puente, the mother of a senior
and a fifth-grader. She added this
is the third community tour she at-
tended.

Impressed by the “level of exe-
cution and detail,” another parent,
W.O.W Williams, appreciated what
she saw and learned from the tours
that showcased students’ learning,
bands and orchestras showcased for
guests, teachers and principals of-
fering guided tours and more.

“I was impressed with the learn-
ing environments, but concerned
about what is needed to keep build-
ings up,” said Williams.

City of Surprise District 5 Coun-
cilman Jack Hastings gave classroom
tours where he is an assistant principal.
Regarding the education process and
funding, the longtime Surprise resident
and civics teacher in the district noted
the importance of transparency in the
classroom.

“We want to be an open book,” said
Hastings, who serves as chair of the
council’s Education Subcommittee.

He added the importance of im-
proving curriculum and community
involvement.

More details about school funding
are below:

+ Proposition 421 — See Dysart.
org/Prop421 http://dysart.org/Elec-
tion

+ Budget Video — See https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AEm-
BkdVZK{8

+ Frequently Asked Ques-
tions — see https://dysart.org/
mainsite/pages/finance-depart-
ment/7712/frequently-asked-ques-
tions-about-elections

To find a ballot drop box, go to:
Elections.Maricopa.gov and learn
more at dysart.org/Prop421.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.

org. Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters

orematl them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.
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Surprise dental practice has ribbon cutting

Dentists at Sycamore Farms, 16427 Cactus
Road, Suite 109, in Surprise, recently held a rib-
bon cutting ceremony.

The owner of Dentists at Sycamore Farms,
Dr. Mohammed Khakwani, was joined by city
of Surprise Director of Economic Development
Jeanine Jerkovic, a hygienist, Brooke Brown-
Searles, and partner representative Cliff Yoder,
West Valley Regional Chamber Business Devel-
opment Specialist and others for the occassion.

The business specializing in oral health will
help dental clients of all ages to brush up on their
overall well-being. According to the company’s
website, personalized care with solutions will be
offered to maintain healthy smiles, from a routine
cleaning to advanced procedures like a root canal
or a dental bridge.

Visit the establishment before Dec. 31 to get
$100 off dentistry services.

More information: dentistsatsycamorefarms. Dr. Mohammed Khakwani, Dentists at Sycamore Farms owner shown in the ribbon cutting with Surprise Director of Economic Development
com. Jeanine Jerkovic and other partner representatives to commemorate the opening. (Submitted photo/ city of Surprise)

UNDERSTANDING JOIN US FOR A FREE MEDICARE 1071 EVENT
M ED I CARE make the right choices for your health and your future.
STARTS HERE.

Clear, unhiased

information to help
you understand your
Medicare choices with
confidence.
Medicare can feel complicated, with a lot of parts, deadlines, and decisions. Our free session breaks it Sun City West Foundation
down so you know what'’s covered, when you can enroll, and how to compare your options. 14465 RH Johnson Blvd, Sun City West, Az 85375
* Parts A, B, C & D explained e Enrollment periods & deadlines « How to compare coverage options R ' ) '
* What “Extra Benefits” means in Medicare * Questions to ask before you decide il e IO e By
Sponsored by
Sun City West Foundation
14465 RH Johnson Blvd, Sun City West, Az 85375
This event is only educational purposes and no plan specific benefits or details will be shared. For accommodations of persons November 3,2026 « Starts at 1:00 PM

with special needs at meeting call (623) 826-2580 (TTY 711).
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Don’t settle for driving all over.
Get more of your
healthcare in one place.

At ArchWell Health, tests, screenings, and other services are
available right at your center. That means fewer trips, less
coordinating, and more of your day to yourself.

We dare to care.

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

O] Become a member today
at ArchWellHealth.com
or call (480) 870-7133.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage in civil
discourse about public issues.
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/
to take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an
open forum for our readers. We hope
to stimulate debate, not to dominate
or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on
civility. Please include your name
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarification or confir-
mation. We welcome your photo.
All opinions must be no more than
300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints
about neighbors, businesses or oth-
er opinion writers will not be consid-
ered. No person may submit more
than two opinions for publication
during a calendar month. Two sub-
missions in the same issue will not be
published. The content of a submis-
sion is the responsibility of the per-
son who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names.
Too many people don’t speak up
because they fear intimidation or
even danger to their families and/or
careers. Pen names are an important
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections

We will promptly correct all
factual errors. We offer a “right of
reply” to the people about whom
we write. Readers who disagree
with a news story are welcome to
respond with a letter.

This is the last edition before Election Day that will
include new election-related letters to allow candi-
dates to respond to criticisms about their candida-
cy. New election-related letters will run online only
atyourvalley.net through Oct. 27.

Everett and Densmore will put
students first in Dysart

As voters consider who should serve
on the Dysart Unified School Dis-
trict Governing Board, I believe two
candidates stand out: Lisa Everett and
Dawn Densmore.

Both women have demonstrated
leadership in our community and
understand that serving on a school
board should be about one thing above
all else: our students.

Everett and Densmore support
school choice and recognize that
parents should have options when
deciding what educational environ-
ment is best for their children. But
supporting school choice does not
mean abandoning our public schools.
Thousands of Dysart families depend
on strong neighborhood schools, and
those schools deserve board members
committed to helping them succeed.

Our classrooms should remain
focused on the fundamentals of edu-
cation: reading, writing, mathematics,
science, history and civics. Students
need the academic foundation neces-
sary to graduate prepared for college,
a career, the military or whatever path
they choose. Classrooms should be
places of learning, not places where
adults advance personal or political
agendas.

Fiscal responsibility matters, as well.
Dysart taxpayers provide significant
resources to educate our children, and
every dollar should be treated with
respect. Everett and Densmore un-
derstand the importance of examining
spending carefully, prioritizing class-

Please send your comments 1o
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are commiited fo pubialing & wide
variely of reader opimions, as lomg as
ey maed oirr Civility Gridelimaz.

rooms, supporting quality teachers,
maintaining safe facilities and ensuring
that limited resources are directed
where they provide the greatest benefit
to students.

School board races do not always
receive the attention of races higher
on the ballot, but their impact on our
families and communities is enormous.
These board members make decisions
affecting curriculum, budgets, teach-
ers, facilities and thousands of children.

That is why I support Lisa Everett
and Dawn Densmore for the Dysart
Unified Governing Board.

They understand that parents mat-
ter, teachers matter, taxpayers matter
— and most importantly, students
come first.

Jill Pearson
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley.nei/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Croility Guidelines.

It's everyone’s responsibility to
protect pets, wildlife

I found Jason Stone’s article on
coyotes easy reading and interesting.
We live west of 303 toward the White
Tank Mountains and have seen a few
coyotes.

Seems we forget they were here be-
fore we moved into their territory and
homes. Everyone should be reminded
not to let their animals loose to roam
the neighborhoods, as this attracts wild
animals.

I constantly see posts “have you

seen my cat or dog, been missing for a
day or more.” Fences 6 feet high mean
nothing to a coyote as they can easily
jump 8-foot fences.

Coyotes are opportunists; they see
you and evaluate the opportunity and
make decisions to advance or not. On
one occasion one walked by me at a
distance of 6 feet.

Our three dogs can go out in the
backyard as we have a dog door. It’s
closed when we are not home and at
night.

It’s our responsibility as pet owners
to protect our animals.

If you are going walking, take a
staff of some kind with you. Golf club
missing the head, large walking stick,
walking cane or some object. There
are many options.

Roger Sullivan
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Cutting through the fog of
socialism, communism

We have seen and heard a lot about
both socialism and communism since
the 2026 election has gotten heated
up. Much of it is inaccurate at best.

Let me see if I can cut through
some of the fog and nonsense spouted
by the proponents of these philoso-
phies to help our community under-
stand just what I believe they’re being
tricked into supporting.

Never forget that both are close on
the same continuum, not opposites.

In 1917, a small group of revolu-
tionaries led by Vladimir Lenin seized
power in Russia. They promised a
better, fairer world. Sound familiar?
But soon after taking control, they
began rounding up and executing

+ See Opinions on page 16



Question
¢ From page 4

conduct the three required lockdown
drills during the 2025-26 school year
and concerns about Dysart’s future
emergency preparedness.

+ Aug. 25: ADE notified Overs it
was opening an investigation in to
the complaint. ADE contacted Dys-
art Unified School District by email
the same day, requesting documen-
tation regarding its lockdown drill
compliance, including the 2025-26
drill schedule, compliance plan and
completed debrief forms for the drills
conducted.

+ Aug. 26: The next day, anoth-
er reporter contacted the ADE re-
garding students’ complaint, but
ADE noted the investigation closed
and Dysart Unified School District
cleared of any wrongdoing.

+ Aug. 28: Two days after the ADE
closed its investigation, Dysart Uni-
fied School District “responded for

1SG

Financial Security Group

Jared Gough

ovir 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

JoAnn Regan

the first and only time to the ADE.”
Jason Yeager, the district’s director of
safety operations, provided a general
summary regarding the school’s lock-
down drill compliance, but withheld
documentation that ADE requested.

+ Sept. 4: ADE informed Overs
and her peers that Dysart’s docu-
mentation was made available for in-
spection and was reviewed.

However, when Overs request-
ed the complete investigation file
through a public records request,
ADE officials stated the Aug. 28
email correspondence from Yeager
was the entire record, with no drill
schedules, completed debrief forms or
other supporting documentation pro-
vided. Based on the timeline, Overs
said they do not understand how
the ADE completed its investigation
and determined the district complied
with state requirements on Aug. 26,
since the district had not responded
to ADE’s request for documentation
until Aug. 28.

A O ’
018):9s(0
OUR S/
OUR :
A Living Trust can help

you avoid probate, organize
your estate and make
your wishes clear.

Don’t Leave Your
Family Guessing.
Living Trusts & Estate Planning

623-561-2323

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road

No legal advice given — Not a law firm
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e Top-Ranked Conditions in the Area

e Unlimited Golf & Practice Facility Access
e 2]-Day Advance Tee Time Booking

e Access to All Social Events

e Up to 20% off Merchandise

¢ 10% Off Dining at The Grille

e No Assessments

e No Food & Beverage Minimum

Become a member today and discover a lifestyle
that makes Corte Bella feel like home.
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to Join Corte Bella Golf Club!
Contact: Michele Malo:

mmalo@cortebellagolfclub.com
(623) 474-3616

COME FOR THE GOLF.

STAY FOR THE LIFESTYLE
JOIN TODAY
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Opinions
¢ From page 14

anyone who stood in their way. Lenin
even ordered his followers to hang
landowners and seize their crops — so
that for miles around, “people see, and
tremble.”

Then, it is speculated that Stalin
may have murdered Lenin, show-
ing his true colors. Marxism began
with promises of a perfect world, the
worker’s paradise, and ended in fear,
famine, despair and deaths estimated
at 60 million to 100 million during the
20th century.

A century later, these dangerous
ideas have been repackaged and
rebranded. They’re taught in schools
and promoted by celebrity politicians
using words such as “equity,” “diver-
sity” and “social justice.” The words
sound harmless, but the ideas behind
them are the same.

Will they end up with the same
terrifying results? Unquestionably.
That road has always led to the same
end goal and has never varied from it.
Remember, it always starts out small
in nice, happy-sounding platitudes or
sound bites — until it bites you.

Here’s a test: Look up who was
risking their lives in Europe after the
Soviets took over: those in the West
trying to escape freedom or those es-
caping the tyranny and brutality of the
communist nations?

Vote carefully!

Dave Frank
SURPRISE

Submit comments at yourvalley.nei/letters, or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Croility Guidelines.

Union, school negotiations
bolster Arizona education

I am writing in response to Joe Pas-
ta’s recent letter citing his opposition to
labor unions in Arizona, specifically in

the area of education.
He alleges that the nation’s sec-

ond-largest education union “has done
little to promote better education prac-
tices or better classroom conditions,”
but he offers no proof for that claim.

Contract negotiations between
unions and boards of education pro-
duce limits on class size, disciplinary
standards for students, guaranteed
preparation time for teachers, safety
measures to protect students and em-
ployees, and other provisions that serve
the interests of the public, the employ-
ees and the school boards.

In my 35 years representing edu-
cation employees, I found that unions
produced enhanced relationships
between employers and employees
through the collective-bargaining
process.

Mr. Pasta claims that union mem-
bers have little or no influence on how
their dues money is spent. Nothing
can be further from the truth. Effec-
tive unions are run through the active
participation of the membership, and
a union leader who keeps his members
in the dark is quickly voted out of
office.

Collective bargaining has worked
well for union members since its
inception. Workers in states with bar-
gaining laws outpace those who work
in non-bargaining states in salaries,
healthcare benefits and job stability.
Employers in bargaining states enjoy
greater long-term employee job reten-
tion because employees are satisfied
with their working conditions.

Mr. Pasta contends that there’s
no need for public sector collective
bargaining in Arizona “unless there is
an erosion of ... fairness.” That erosion
has been occurring for many years and
has contributed to the critical teacher
shortage in our state. It’s time to pass a

collective-bargaining law.

Bob Coffee
SURPRISE

This writeris using a pen name. Submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters, oremail them to AzOpinions@
iniusa.org. We are committed to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Croility Guidelines.
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has stroke-related presenters.

“Of course, it is important for all
members of the community of Sun
City West to be aware of the signs
and symptoms of stroke,” she said.

The American Heart Association
uses the acronym F.A.S.T. to help
people recognize the signs. This in-
cludes face drooping, arm weakness,
speech difficulty and time to call
9-1-1. They suggest is to ask a per-
son to smile and raise both arms. De-
cipher if that person is having slurred
speech or unable to speak and un-
derstand. If someone shows any of
these symptoms, call 9-1-1- even if
those subside and get to the hospital
immediately.

“Our church has a group of vol-
unteers called ‘HeartSavers.” This
group has been a part of Shepherd of
the Hills United Methodist Church
for over 25 years. Each volunteer is

trained in Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation and the use of Automatic
External Defibrillators, in addition
to basic first aid interventions,” said
Killebrew.

Two individuals of the group are
available at each church service and
events at the church.

Coming up 9 a.m. Tuesday, Nov.
17 , in Fellowship Hall, 13658 W.
Meeker Blvd., LP Health Direc-
tions, a CPR and First Aid certifica-
tion company that conducts classes
throughout Arizona, will provide the
instruction.

This event is open to the com-
munity for $25 per participant. The
space is limited to 10 people. Regis-
ter and pay online at shepherdumc.
org.

Reporter Zev Black can be reached at sblack@

iniusa.org. Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be
reached at jjimenez@iniusa.org. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters or email them
10 AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Crvility Guidelines.
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e —



18 October 21, 2026 | Surprise Independent | YourValley.net

LEGACY CONTINUES TO THANK VETS

Our Lady of Lourdes Women’s Guild honors the memory of its former member, Mary Jane Frances Mc-
Sparran OFS, by continuing Mary Jane’s “Stars for Our Troops” project in Sun City West. Mary Jane died in
May 2026 at age 93 and participated until a few weeks before her death. This project rescues stars from
worn and torn American flags that can no longer fly. Guild members assemble the stars packets on the
second Wednesday of each month. The packets include a star cut from a tattered flag and a card which
recognizes the veteran’s service. These stars packets are handed out to veterans and U.S. military mem-
bers across the country. The assembly of the packets is supervised by Frances’ son Daniel McSparran and
her daughter-in-law Kelsie Hughes McSparran. (Submitted photo/Our Lady of Lourdes Womens Guild)

\./ LET THE

90066 Tinvres

Sun Health’ ROLL

Whether you're aiming for victory or
just playing for laughs, every game at
a Sun Health community is a chance
to connect, stay active, and enjoy the
great outdoors. From bocce ball to
board games, there’s always a seat

at the table and a spot for you!

. (623) 400-8262
k SunHealthCommunities.org

SENIOR CENTER RECEIVES DONATION

Greg Emery, pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church, and Mary Jo Steger, office manager at the church,
donated to the Banner Olive Branch Senior Center to help support its food programs and food pantry.
From left are Jennifer Lawless, director Banner Olive Branch Senior Center, Emery and Steger. (Sub-
mitted photo/Jennifer Lawless)

Freedom Plaza | Peoria

Grandview Terrace | Sun City West

La Loma Village | Litchfield Park

The Colonnade | Surprise

Sun Health At Home | Your Home



CHURCH HOSTS DINNER, SHOW

The Sun Seekers dinner and entertainment is 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27, at Desert Garden United
Church of Christ, 18818 N. 128th Ave. There will be a spaghetti and meatball dinner with garlic bread
and salad. Cost is $15. Bring a beverage. (Submitted photo/Desert Garden United Church of Christ)

MAKE APLANTO VOTE
VOTE411.0RG
YOUR VOTE MATTERS
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Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist!

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!

Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

*1f your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Call Today!
623-229-6576

www.azcrowncenter.com 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 « Surprise, AZ 85374
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_communry
Banner CEO promotes bringing together clergy

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Banner Health is connecting with
clergy and religious leaders in the
community focusing on overall care of
the mind, body and spirit.

Boswell Medical Center and Del E.
Webb Medical Center Chief Operating
Officer Stan Holm will join chaplains
at Boswell, 10401 W. Thunderbird
Blvd., for a clergy lunch.

Shepherd of the Hills United Meth-
odist Church Pastor Ron Friesen said
this networking event brings everyone
together, because most of them do not
know each other and that is good to
connect.

“What this communicates to the
clergy and religious leaders of the com-
munity is the Banner Health system
itself is open to the spiritual care.

They recognize we are physically,
emotionally, relational and spiritual be-
ings and the Banner system does that
well,” said Friesen.

He said it is also welcoming for he
has a pastor to get together with the
chaplains at the hospitals and is positive
affirmation to know they are always
there to administer to the parishioners
as well.

Shepherd of the Hills Health Edu-
cator Julie Killebrew said taking part
in this event helps to connect her with
other organizations in the community
to bring them out to the church.

“I find other people and groups to
get the word out about their services
that are beneficial to people in need,”
said Killebrew.

Other connections are made as well,
including a church member calling to

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church
Pastor Daniel Gomez, Julie Killebrew, MSN and
Pastor Ron Friesen. (Submitted photo/Shepherd
of the Hills United Methodist Church)

have someone to visit her mother in the
hospital. Killebrew said Friesen was
able to arrange for a chaplain to visit
and that made a big difference for her
and her daughter.

When Holm took the job three years
ago as CEQ, he brought this program of
connecting clergy and spiritual leaders
with Banner Health to ensure they felt
welcomed. He said beyond the walls of

the hospitals there is the Banner Olive
Branch Senior Center and food pantry,
which he said they do a billion dollars
a year in community benefit, which
is just one of many spokes to connect
and serve the community.

He said in leadership at Banner
Health ideas to connect with the
community are embraced, adding the
goals of this lunch is to let spiritual lead-
ers know they are welcome and should
feel comfortable when going to see in-
dividuals from a congregation and in a
way that helps those patients. The sec-
ond is to learn and connect with each
other and strengthen those connections
between Banner Health and those in-
dividuals.

Holm said anytime there is an op-
portunity for community partnerships,
it strengthens many sides of care.

Almeida Roofing Inc.
All Types of Roofing
602-743-3175
FREE Roof Inspections

www.almeidaroofing.com
Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC #215758




| INTERFAITH |
Temple Beth Shalom offers

‘Character Development in
Our Lives Today’

Temple Beth Shalom of the West
Valley, 12202 N. 101st Ave., will
present a three-part interfaith se-
ries, “The Importance of Character
Development in Our Lives Today,”
starting in November.

“Modern positive psychology sug-
gests that character is not simply fixed,”
Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan, who will
lead the discussions, said. “It can be un-
derstood, strengthened and developed
throughout life.”

The series is open to people of all
faiths. Participants will explore the
character strengths that help people
flourish: curiosity, perseverance, kind-
ness, hope, wisdom, gratitude and hu-
mor.

“It is about more than becom-
ing ‘better people,”” Kaplan said. “It
is about living with greater purpose,
building stronger relationships, han-
dling adversity more effectively, and
discovering new possibilities for growth
at every stage of life. Character mat-
ters—and it is never too late to work
on ours.”

The series will be 10-11:30 a.m.
Monday’s Nov. 2, 9 and 16 at the

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan. (Submitted Photo/Lori
Baker)

temple. Cost is $20 for temple mem-
bers and $35 for non-members. A
discount is available by purchasing a
coupon book of four courses.

The registration deadline is noon
Wednesday, Oct. 28 by calling the
temple office at 623-977-3240. On-
line registration and payment is also
available at tbsaz.org.

Thousands of Trusts Created « Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

= FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
" Establishing a New Trust
= Probate / Trust Administration

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378 » DanaWhitingLaw.com

YourValley.net | Surprise Independent | October 21, 2026 21

EstrellalMountain|
(@IEFREY
N9Dysart/RdyAvondale}
JAZ{853 921150 vendors),
fooditrucksijliveimusiclkids]
activitiesfand/more®

o
ETARMER
p—=="2}
= mab. A
= MARKET

EVERY SUNDAY
10AM-1PM

Dh Farms 2209 N 99th Ave,
Phoenix, AZ 85037 (99th
Ave & McDowellRd) 100

vendors, food trucks,
petting zoo, pony rides,

live music, and more!
Of Honest, Dependable

57 W Service.

/ We stand behind our wor
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PEST e TERMITE « WEEDS

*%* WEED CONTROL

@ 1 4 5 Pre-emergent Application

Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)
VISIT,OUR WEBSITE;TO RECEIVE AN'ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

623.977.2100

12040 N. 111th Avenue « Youngtown, AZ | WWW.GENERALX.COM

Office hours 8:30-4:00 (Closed 12 - 12:30 for lunch)
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Installation ceremony set for Rabbi Lev Ettelson

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Rabbi Lev Ettelson of the Beth
Emeth Congregation of the West Val-
ley will participate in an installation
ceremony later this month.

The event is 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
25, at Beth Emeth Congregation of the
West Valley, 13702 W. Meeker Blvd.

“Becoming a rabbi has been a long
journey, and I took an unusual path
than most. About 30 years ago I re-
turned from Israel where I had been
studying, and a mentor of mine Rabbi
Marc Soloway of Congregation Bonai
Shalom in Colorado was teaching at
the university. We would meet in his
office and he asked if I had considered
becoming a rabbi,” said Ettelson.

During that time he was involved
with Jewish education and was a con-

gregation interim spiritual leader in
Boulder, Colorado, for one year.

He returned to Tuscon to teach and
live before applying for and receiving
the cantor job in Sun City West.

Ettelson completed the independent
Rabbinical Academy in New York and
had the ordination in June.

Ettelson also recently conducted
baby naming ceremonies, which he
said were joyful to have young families
with their babies and small children
and also completes pastoral counseling.

“I am looking forward to reaching
out to the wider community of the
West Valley. I am planning to visit
these Jewish social organizations in
various 55-plus communities, called
Shalom Clubs,” he said.

Additionally, he wants to offer a
ramp for those who do not have much

60 oz Nylon Carpet Waterproof
Now on Sale Vinyl
Starting at F|00ring
Your full service $6 i —" St
flooring store. $6 . 89
SFinstalled

Proudly Sewing

THE WEST VALLEY
for over 25 YEARS

*Trim pieces not included.

“We service what we sell!”

Carpet, Tile, Furniture
and Area Rug Cleaning

20% OFF

Carpet Cleaning,
Tile and Grout Cleaning for life

when you buy flooring from us*
*Minimum charges apply

12 MONTH NO INTEREST
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS
ON SALE

Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

623-979-5855 ~

13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

of a Jewish background and try to
make things more accessible and add
a beginners service once a month. He
will also continue working with inter-
faith in the area.

The installation ceremony is a way
of marking a dedication, Ettelson said.
Soloway has been something of a role
model for close to 30 years.

“This is something I resisted for
many years, and I think because of a
certain measure of trepidation, and this
is a great responsibility to lead a con-
gregation, and I was not sure if I was up
for it. Being here and serving for three
years I have learned a lot and am very
grateful for my community and the op-
portunity to serve in many ways,” he
explained.

Ettelson said even though it has tak-
en him decades, the process has been

evolutionary, and he knows he was
always meant to do that, but “was the
last to know.” He enjoys having ongo-
ing conversations across generations
clarifying the laws and customs and
how to apply those to a lifetime.

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi
first planted the seed in Ettelson’s head
to become a rabbi.

“I met him at two important junc-
tures in my life. The first when I turned
30 and he opened up something for me
after driving away from being Jewish.
He asked if  would ever consider being
arabbi,” he said.

Before he died, he gave Ettelson an
ordination and he made a promise to
complete the rabbinic ordination.

Ettelson’s father also received a
promise from his son to complete the
ordination.

Awarded Best Performance in North America by Trojan Battery

Premier Battery Manufacturer in USA Since 1925
Most Efficient « Most Reliable « Most Knowledgeable « 10 Year Factory Warranty

BETTER
THAN NEW

Build Your Very Own Custom EZGO RXV
= 33-34 MPH « 3 year warranty

Pick your:

= Seats = 14" Wheels = Color

= Custom hand painted pin stripe

Discount Golf Cars of AZ

We are now, additionally, installing 105ah Trojan LiFeP04 into the EZGO RXV Elites to replace
the Samsung Battery. (if DGC installs the Trojan Battery
into your EZGO, we adopt you as our customer for full service)

13576 W. Camino Del Sol, #20, Sun City West
623-975-9700

Largest Independent Dealer in AZ!

BUILT ON-SITE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Discount Golf Cars will not work on any golf car with
a lithium battery not installed by us due to concerns of
inferior installation and/or quality of lithium battery used

= Walk-In
= Drive Home
= Same Day

Inventory
Available Now!

Discount Golf Cars Has Been In Business For Over 25 Years
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Sun City West Independent -

Senior Expo coming soon

Midwestern University
Body Donation Program

Tomorrow's Healthcare Team

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Sun City West Independent
Senior Expo is 9 a.m.-noon Wednes-
day, Oct. 28, at the Sun City West
Foundation, 14465 R.H. Johnson
Blvd.

Sun City West residents have the
opportunity to explore a variety of
products and services. Participants

and door prizes.

The business sponsors include
Agent Cruz 360, Arizona Broad-
way Theatre, Cardiac Solutions and
SCAN Health Plan.

Walgreens will be giving flu,
COVID and other immunizations
during this event. Individuals should
bring their Medicare card.

Businesses interested in a spon-

++ 4+ F A+
++++++++++
++++++++++

can access essential health screenings
plus take advantage of free giveaways

Business Sponsors
Arizona Broadway Theatre
Cardiac Solutions

Agent Cruz 360

SCAN Health Plan

Home Improvement/Remodel
Stressless Remodels

Apex Home Repair Remodeling
Lifetime Home Remodeling
Home Concepts Custom
Remodeling

Henley’s Floor & Home Pros

Roofing
Priority Roofing

HVAC/Heating
Cool Blew Inc.
Semper Fi Heating & Cooling

Outdoor Care
Ryze Outdoor Creations

Automotive and Transport
Centennial Leasing & Sales

Windows and Doors
For Energy
Renewal by Andersen

Marvin Design Gallery/Windows

Medicare Insurance
SCAN Health Plan
United Healthcare
Health Markets- Richard
Minkkinen

Insurance For Seniors LLC
Alignment Healthcare

Senior Community
Glencroft Center for Modern
Aging

Park Senior Villas Goodyear
SLS- Senior Living Services

Health and Wellness
Desert Hematology - Oncology
Farm Fresh to You

Senior Services
Biotronik Neuro
Trulieve, Inc.
Homewatch Caregivers
Seniors Helping Seniors

Research
Clinical Research Institute of
Arizona

Health Care/Primary Care
Archwell Health

Craft Body Scan

Cardiac Solutions

Centerwell Health

Oak Street Health

Westside Primary Care Assoc.
Midwestern University

Agent Cruz 360

Ear Care

Arizona Relay Service
Ascent Audiology
AudioNova Connect Hearing

sorship , call 888-665-3848 or email
AZADS@iniusa.org.

Captel

Dentistry
Amazing Dental
Sun City West Dental

Dermatology
Goodman Dermatology

Banking/Financial Institution
Western State Bank

Desert Financial Credit Union
Secure Future Financial

Sun Canyon Bank

Edward Jones - Thalman Group

Cremation/Funeral Services
Camino Del Sol Funeral Chapel

Travel/Cruises
Travel + Leisure

Precious Metals/Coins
Gold Wealth Management
Swiss America

Anchor Point Estates

Education
ASU Fit - AD Smart/ Edison
School

Entertainment
Arizona Broadway Theatre

Pharmacy
Walgreens

Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.

For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308
azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation

24 MONTHS
WITH NO
INTEREST

FINANCING

or
20% OFF
WINDOWS
AND DOORS

15460 N. 99th Ave, Sun City We off
www.SouthWestDoorAndSashinc.com  rinancing

<Y SIMONTON

WINDOWS & DOORS
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Cell towers on school grounds bring revenue

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Using cell phones may not be al-
lowed in many classrooms, but the cell
towers are permitted at Dysart schools
to generate revenue for the district.

The Dysart Unified School Dis-
trict governing board members heard
an Oct. 5 presentation on the cell
tower agreements the district has
to allow telecom carriers to install,
maintain and access equipment on
school sites, with rent payments,
routine maintenance notices and
emergency access.

While the ownership of towers
differ, some are district-owned and
others are carrier-owned, according
to a staff report.

During the meeting, DUSD Di-
rector of Planning and Development

Christian Godoy presented infor-
mation on the district’s current cell
tower agreements, including site
locations, agreement terms and the
revenue generated from the agree-
ments. He was later joined by Steven
Kennedy, a consultant who shared
details about wireless networks and
non-ionizing energy, exposure limits
and federal requirements.

“Part of my duties is overseeing
the various cell tower agreements
that we have with telecom carriers,”
said Godoy, who is new in the posi-
tion.

Spotlighting how the agreements
function, details included how the
Telecom companies paid for the
monopoles to be constructed across
several school sites in the early 2000s
to house their maintenance equip-
ment such as cables and powerboxes

in the “equipment shelters.” They
provide cellular coverage in the sur-
rounding area, said Godoy.

“In exchange for maintaining
these facilities on district properties,
the carriers paid the district what is
essentially a rent,” he said, adding
the easement agreements established
compensation, access to the sites and
maintence to the facilities.

The agreements allow carriers
access to the sites for routine main-
tence and improvements as long as it
is coordinated with the district and
performed outside of school hours,
he noted.

Likewise, Kennedy explained to
the board about the inner workings
of the cell towers, using terms like
non-ionizing and “current science.”
The cell towers reportedly pose no
“proven health risks,” as stated in the

presentation, noting risks are below
exposure limits set by the FCC.

Board member Denise Destiche
wanted to know what the FCC and
OSHA requirements were. She re-
quested detailed readings and more
information from all the towers.

Similarly, board member Jenni-
fer Drake asked about the levels and
readings. She also wanted to know
the justification for the towers to be
located on school campuses rather
than other nearby properties. Board
member Dawn Densmore pointed
out how some towers also serve as
field lights and questioned losing
those if a lease should lapse.

The next DUSD governing board
meeting is 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26,
at the Dysart Education Center,
15802 N. Parkview Place. Doors
open 5:30 p.m.

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY! | \

l-lf'tMaSter Model 2220L-7" DC

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener
NOW & Plus Tax &
ONLY! 4 9 9 Installation

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised

offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

*20040FF

Any Steel-backed Insulated
16’ x 7’ Garage Door

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors

| Startmg $2 O 49 Installed.
Plus tax.

Includes removmg existing door
& reconnecting existing opener.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
‘offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

N SERVICE SPECIAL
arage Door Tune-Up
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door springs and opener.
Includes 16 point safety inspection.
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2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!
Ao TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO

Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

13701 W. Camino del Sol « Sun City West

Inspection
UP TO $150.00 Auto Repair Complete vehicle health check

« Engine Light Scan A/C System Tune-Up

Restore cold, efficient cooling

* Estimate Comparison H E A I ! Cabin Air Filter/HVAC

; Cleaner air, better airflow
* Fluids & | SUMMER SPECIAL

Air Pressure Check Battery Test & Inspection
I Check battery health & charging
15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00 | Full Coolant Exchange

e A rsE 728 w=pE = =T I Protect engine from overheating
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I Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. I I Transmission Service (up to 5 quarts
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Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined Service (up to 2 gallons of coolant)
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 11/30/26 Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be
SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 11/30/26
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semi synthetic 5W-30 oil. full synthetic 5W-30 oil.

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined
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Auto Repair Technicians
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High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

Pipe Leak Repair . Fixture Installs - Hydro Jetting - Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections Trenchless Pipe Bursting - Sewer Lining

537

0/, SENIOR
1 5 0 MILITARY
DISCOUNT*

L WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES !

537 D
uncfé INz

SPECIAEI

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED * ROC 353346

ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG

OR IT’S FREE!

FREE

2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE*
Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED *

STRONGER iy
CHOICES.
Greater Lmpact Awareness

REDUCE RISK

Healthy eating, regular activity and
a strong body may lower your risk
of certain cancers.

RECOVER STRONGER

The right nutrition and exercise
can improve energy, reduce side
effects and help you rebuild
strength after cancer.

O
O

Benefitness offers personalized fitness
and nutrition programs for prevention,
survivorship and lifelong wellness.

QO®

Bene

Schedule a FREE personal training
consultation today!

O (623) 584-0065

ADAPTIVE GYM

16752 N Greasewood St, Surprise, AZ 85378 BenefitnessGym.org

 music |
Music club to play eclectic

mix for next show

The Grand Music Club
invites the community to
experience a weekend of
“Music without Bound-
aries,” which takes place
over three consecutive
days Nov. 13-15, in the
Sonoran Ballroom at The
Grand, 19753 N. Rem-
ington Drive.

Directed by Harvey
Finstein, “Music with-
out Boundaries” takes
audiences on a journey
through diverse musical
genres, eras and cultures.
Attendees can expect a noran Plaza Activities
lineup of our talented musicians per- Desk. The desk is open 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
forming everything from classical and ~ weekdays.

timeless rock standards
to contemporary hits and
jazz.

The show kicks off
with  evening perfor-
mances 7 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 13. and Saturday,
Nov. 14. The matinee
performance at 3 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 15, makes
it the perfect afternoon
outing for local entertain-
ment seekers.

Purchase tickets ($20)
at grandmusicclub.com
or in person at the So-

Harvey Finstein (Submit-
ted photo/Grand Music
Club)

Surprise collecting household hazardous waste

The city of Surprise is offering household hazardous waste collection for
residents to help protect the environment by properly disposing of items that
may contain harmful chemicals.

Residents can request an appointment for HHW collection pickups right
from their driveway. Pickups are scheduled from February through Novem-
ber.

The collection of materials is split into two types and scheduled separate-
ly. One pick-up is for electronic HHW, and another is for all other HHW.
Schedule a collection date at surpriseaz.gov/HHW.

Upcoming pickup periods are as follows: Nov. 2-5, Feb. 8-11, March
8-11, April 5-8, May 10-13 and June 7-10

Other options to dispose of household hazardous waste and latex paint
include the following:

+ Motor oil — Contact a local auto parts store or shop. Typically, these
establishments will dispose of used oil for free.

+ Propane tanks (grill) — They can be dropped off at most propane refill or
exchange locations.

+ Latex paint — Properly dispose of small quantities of latex paint by re-
moving the lid and letting it dry. When it’s dry, place it in a bag and discard
it with regular household trash.

+ Lithium-ion and rechargeable batteries (power tools, laptop batteries,
etc.) — These are accepted for drop off at most big box hardware stores for no
charge. A list of locations can be found at batterysafetynow.org.
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Church to welcome West Valley Ensemble

Lakeview  United  Methodist
Church, 10298 W. Thunderbird
Blvd., is hosting a concert featuring
the West Valley Wind Ensemble 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29. The show
will last approximately one hour.

The Ensemble is a 55-piece con-
cert band comprised of volunteers
who have continued their high school
and college love for making music.
Beginning in 1992, the group plays
a balance of tunes, usually including
marches too. It are funded entirely
through donations and contributions
received at concerts, online and by
mail.

There is a suggested donation of
$10 and non-perishable food items are
also welcomed.

For more information, contact the
church office at 623-974-5821. (Submitted Photo/Caryl Jo Dagro)

Each year, nearly
18 million ER visits
result in a hospital stay.

Expert emergency care when you need it.

Advanced care when you need more.

24/7 Expert  Connected to the  Access to hospital, ~ Compassionate Care
Emergency Care  Abrazo Health Specialty Care & Close to Home
Network Rehabilitation

‘ Visit Ab Health /WeC Abrazo i
Expert care. Connected care. Close to home. | Isit AbrazoHealth.com/WeCare (\, Surprise Hospital

to learn more.

26900 N Lake Pleasant Pkwy, Peoria, AZ 85383
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Surprise expo draws together West Valley Jews

Kosher food, Judaica items up
for sale at third annual event

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Adam Russo is an Orthodox Jew
who lives in Peoria. However, the
food he makes is very worldly.

Russo’s day job is cooking full-
time for Thomas Cuisine, where he
oversees culinary for the Valleywise
Health Medical Center.

However, his fun job is provide
kosher food to Jews on board Nor-
wegian cruise ships in a program
called Fresh Kosher Sea.

He sails the Caribbean often, but
also has trips coming up to Panama,
Central America, the Mediterra-
nean and Hawaii.

West Valley Jews were able to get
a taste of that world flair on Sunday
when Russo provided a kosher meal
as one of about a dozen vendors who
set up at the third annual Jewish
Expo in Surprise.

This year’s event attracted Mel-
anie Sharaz, who was Miss Israel
2025, Jewish goods, Jewish philan-
thropy group, a Judaica store and
even an educational game to help
children learn Hebrew.

The gathering commemorated
the third anniversary of the attacks

The Klezmer Chai Toons Band, which plays instrumental traditions of the Ashkenazi Jews of Central and
Eastern Europe, provide entertainment at the third annual Jewish Expo on Oct. 11 at the new Surprise

on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.

It was the first big third-party
event at the Surprise Community
and Resource Center, which offi-
cially opened last month in the Orig-
inal Town Site.

Seth Dyson, the city’s director
for the Human Services and Com-
munity Vitality Department, was on
hand to check out the event in the
new building that his department
operates.

“We’re excited to have third par-
ties like this,” Dyson said. “They
want to bring community together.
That’s why we built this beautiful
new building.”

Susan Hersch, of Beth Emeth
Congregation in Sun City West,
sold some items in the physical shop
the congregation manages. Hersch
offered homemade items, such as
candles, Hanukkah paraphernalia
and artsy menorahs in various styles.

Former Jewish teacher and author
Ora Kurland was selling a game with
hands-on lessons to help children
ages 3-8 to learn Hebrew.

She put together kits where us-
ers can play with Play-Doh to make
Hebrew letters to make learning
more fun.

“It’s a lot of fun for me, and
the kids and the teachers love it,”

Community and Resource Center. (Independent Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

Adam Russo, right, serves food to Rabbi Sholom Lew, of the Chabad of the West Valley, at the third
annual Jewish Expo on Oct. 11 at the new Surprise Community and Resource Center. (Independent

Newsmedia/Jason Stone)

said Kurland, who taught Hebrew
schools in New York City and Phoe-
nix. “They’re all materials that I de-
veloped during my teaching career.”

She normally sells everything in
the kit for about $113, but offered a
discount of $99.99 for the expo.

Cindy Golisch, of the nonprofit
Jewish Free Loans, made the trip
from her Scottsdale base to offer in-
terest free loans of up to $10,000 for
the Jewish community.

“You could use it for food. You
could use it for a car. You could
use it to go to summer camp for
your kids, to send your kids to pre-
school,” Golisch said. “We just had
somebody use it for in vitro fertiliza-
tion last week.”

Golisch said expos like this one
were a great way to promote the
business.

“I’m really excited to be here and
meet members in the Jewish com-
munity in the West Valley and shake

some hands,” Golisch said.

Adrienne Kirschner, who lives in
the Grand, is helping with her hus-
band to raise money for a physical
building for the Jewish Surprise con-
gregation that Rabbi Shlomo Ceitlin
started.

“I think it’s really important that
the Jewish community has a place to
go and to be for our young people,”
said Kirschner, who estimated about
3,000 Jews live in Surprise.

Dyson said as staffing increases,
events like the Jewish Expo can hap-
pen seven days a week in the new
facility.

“It’s in the Original Town Site,
and probably some people nev-
er been here before, so how neat is
that?” Dyson said.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
oremail them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.
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PLANT & POTTING
1 DAY
SALES EVENT

Saturday, October 24, 7am-2pm

Our Sale of the Season!

Save on Flowers, Veggies, Baskets & Bowls

Couples dance in an undated photo. A Night to Remember will feature big band music and swing danc-
ing Nov. 14 at Flite Goodyear. The World War II-themed fundraiser will benefit the P.W. Litchfield Heri-

tage Center and West Valley Arts Council. (Submitted photo/West Valley Arts Council)

Gala to benefit
Surprise-based West
Valley Arts Council

A Night to Remember will feature big band music, swing
dancing and World War ll-era vehicles at Flite Goodyear

A World War II-themed fundraiser
Nov. 14 in Goodyear will benefit the
P.W. Litchfield Heritage Center and
West Valley Arts Council.

A Night to Remember will take
place 6-10 p.m. inside the historic
hangar at Flite Goodyear, 1300 S.
Litchfield Road.

The evening will feature big band
music, swing dancing, art, military
and classic vehicles, themed food

stations and auctions. Guests are en-
couraged to wear 1940s attire.

Families and community members
can submit names, photos and stories
of World War II veterans for a Wall
of Heroes tribute displayed during
the event. Submissions can be made
through the event website.

For tickets, event information and
tribute submissions, visit nighttore-
member.org.

Buy a pot from us or bring in your own, and we
will help you make your own arrangement!

1. 10% OFF
DAY

ONLY

YOUR ENTIRE
PLANTING PURCHASE

See store for details. Expires 10/24/2026

SUNWEST TRUE VALUE
13599 W. Camino Del Sol, Sunwest

623-584-7888

SUN CITY TRUE VALUE
15400 N. 99th Avenue, Sun City West

623-815-5200
MON-SAT 7AM-6PM, SUN 8AM-5PM
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15820 W Clearview Blvd.
Surprise, AZ 85374
623-977-6000
Spiritofgrace.com

Weekly Worship
Saturday @ 4 pm & Sunday @ 9:30 am
On-line Worship anytime on our website

Bringing the Spirit of Grace to All!

Faith

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10 AM

Presbyterian
Church

| God’s love is always
in season.

Come worship with us!

Pastor Greg Emery

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City 85351 623-974-3611

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

Miss Israel 2025 speaks on Jewish unity

By Jason Stone
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Melanie Sharaz was like any
young, Israeli woman on the eve-
ning of Oct. 6, 2023.

The then-23-year-old successful
business tech leader was in Tel Aviv
celebrating a friend’s birthday with
more than two dozen others.

“What we didn’t know at the
time was that was going to be the
last time we were ever all going to
be in the same place,” Sharaz told
a gathered crowd at the Surprise
Community and Resource Center.
“Not only was that the last time I
would see some of my friends until
this day, it’s also the last time that I
think our hearts felt light.

“We were able to party and cel-
ebrate and have fun and not really
think about anything.”

Sharaz, who was crowned Miss
Israel in 2025, was the keynote
speaker at the third Jewish Expo to
commemorate the Oct. 7 attacks in
Israel.

She detailed how the attacks led
her to enter pageants as a way to
grab a big platform to promote Jew-
ish unity.

“I will do everything I can un-
til my last breath to make sure that
that never happens again,” Sharaz
told a hundred or so people in the
audience. “That’s why I'm sitting

Miss Israel 2025 Melanie Sharaz shares the story
about how she went from a data scientist for tech
companies to using her pageant platform to pro-
mote unity for Israel. (Independent Newsmedia/
Jason Stone)
here today.”

Sharaz was born in Israel but
raised near Miami before moving to
the West Coast to attend the Uni-

- Join us for worship .

Sun.9am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350

versity of California in Berkeley, a
campus known for its strong activ-
ism.

When she arrived on campus, she
got her first real taste of antisemi-
tism in America since she felt most-
ly shielded from it in the heavily
Jewish areas of south Florida, where
she went to Jewish schools and had
Jewish friends.

After arriving on campus in 2016
she was greeted with some Palestin-
ian flags around campus.

“I think really shaped my un-
derstanding of what it means to be
Jewish, as well as started making me
an advocate for my people,” Sharaz
said. “I made sure that every time I
saw a Palestinian flag from the day I
arrived to campus, I would be there
holding an Israeli flag. That’s the
mentality that I have carried with
me some 10 years ago that day until
today.”

Sharaz said she felt hopeless and
helpless after Oct. 7, even though
she had built up a nice life for her-
self at such a young age. She was
head data scientist for multiple tech
companies in Israel after college and
opened her own office in London.
But that no longer seemed import-
ant in the weeks after the attacks.

“When it came time to open up
my laptop and talk to my employ-

® See Unity on page 31

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00 pm ° Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228




Unity

¢ From page 30

ees and talk about product features
and things like that, it all felt really
meaningless to me all of a sudden,”
Sharaz said.

That is when the idea to vie for
the Miss Israel crown came about.
She figured that would be a way to
serve Israel to combat growing an-
tisemitism worldwide.

“I was never a high heels or dress
kind of person,” Sharaz said. “I had
two colors in my wardrobe. They
were black and white. I had to learn
everything from scratch.”

After Sharaz was crowned Miss
Israel and later Miss Israel Uni-
verse, she traveled to Bangkok for
the 2025 Miss Universe pageant.

Politics took centerstage, though,
when for the first time a Miss Uni-
verse Palestine was sent to the con-
test, Sharaz believes to counteract

her advocacy for Israel.

But Sharaz said she went in with
an open mind competing against
Palestinian model Nadeen Ayoub.

“Maybe we can show this as an
opportunity for bridge building to
the world,” Sharaz thought about
the possible benefits of the compe-
tition. “Very quickly, I understood
was not what the other side had in
mind.”

Shiraz, Ayoub and the other
contestants were together for three
weeks to prepare for the pageant.
Shiraz believes the Miss Universe
Organization deliberately placed
the two next to each other on stage
during the pageant.

“The photos that were taken
from that were then misconstrued
and edited and manipulated to cre-
ate a false narrative in which this
evil, big, bad Israeli was wishing
ill upon the Palestinians, which
was the other way I wanted,” Sha-
ra said. “That really landed me all
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over the place in a very negative
way, even though I didn’t do any-
thing wrong.”

Sharaz began getting threats to
her security as she became a tar-
get worldwide. The negative social
media chatter was unrelenting, she
said.

“It was heightened because I was
representing Israel in a very visible
way,” Sharaz said.

Officers from the Arizona Rang-
ers provided security for Sunday’s
event in Surprise.

Attendees were not notified of
the location of it until they bought
a ticket.

Grand resident Adrienne
Kirschner, who along with her hus-
band is helping Jewish Surprise
toward a physical building in Sur-
prise, said antisemitism is worse, in
her estimation, than anytime in her
82 years alive.

“This is what it must have looked
like in Germany,” Kirschner said

about the anti-Jewish sentiment
worldwide. “Some of my friends
hide that they’re Jewish. Me? [ am
out there. If we hide, they win.”

Sharaz said she never considers
hiding her Star of David.

“I am always very steadfast in
who I am and not allow others to
make me feel ashamed of it,” Sharaz
said.

Rabbi Shlomo Ceitlin, who orga-
nizes the Jewish Expos through his
Jewish Surprise chabad, said it is
the duty for Jews around the world
to not hide in a time of skyrocketing
antisemitism.

“On the contrary, it’s to be proud
of who we are, proud Jews, to be
united with one another, and that’s
what this event is all about,” Ceitlin
told the crowd.

Jason Stone can be reached at jstone@iniusa.

org. Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
orematil them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety

of reader opinions, as long as they meet our
Civility Guidelines.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds |

EMAILS

azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

Announcement Miscellaneous

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is

illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of

guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Estate Sales

GARAGE SALE -
SC Singles Club
Fri10/23 &
Sat 10/24:
10113 W. Desert
Rock Drive
Sun City.
8am-2pm.
X-mas Decor,
Household,
Cooking,
Computer items,
Misc & More

Furniture For

Sale

e 3 piece
Entertainment
Center -$1,000

e Oak Dining Room
with Hutch- $2,000

e 2- Curio Cabinets
(4'X7')-$1,000 each

e Dark French 18th
Century Curio
-$500

e 19th Century
Corner Curio
(Birdseye
Maple)-$800

e \Wooden
Hand-Carved Tea
Cart- $500

e 16th Century
Credenza with
Italian Green
Marble_Top-$1,500

Call John

435-669-9221

Garage Sales

Garage Sale

10312 W. Andover
Ave.
Sun City, AZ
October 22, 23,& 24
8AM-2PM

Lots of Household
Items, Tools,
Women's Purses and
Clothing (New and
Used), Antique
Steamer Trunks,
Harley Parts, Men's
Levis & Medical
Equipment

EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org
BUSINESS SERVI(E DIRECTORY RATES

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES

& MERCHANDISE RATES

520 per market - 30 words

Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online

$500 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

#1459 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT ADS
Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement

*15°° per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Guns/Supplies Golf Cars Golf Cars AC/Heating

BUYING &

SELLING GOLD,

GUNS, AMMO, &
RELOADING
SUPPLIES.

Will buy one gun or
whole collection.
Licensed dealer.

Best prices around.

Allen

602-918-1999

623-875-4565

$CASH$
$CASHS
$$ CASH $$

For Your
Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-5/6-5937

Buying Running & ’
Non Running
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

Residential & Commercial

$7500 Installation Special

CALIATODAVATO)
SEEETOR

EURNACE[OR]

Heating & Cooling [HEATER[GHECK!!

623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

il Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964

602-348-8967

Guns/Supplies

S&W collection,
would prefer to sell
as a unit but will
sell individually.
Also have grips,
holsters, ammo, etc.

Text me @
623910-7916
for info on what's
available.

Meet ELLA, a sweet, loving five-year-old girl who wants someone to share her days with.
Adopted in 2022, Ella was later found abandoned at an apartment complex. Now she’s ready
for a fresh start with someone who will give her the love and stability she deserves. Ella loves
being petted and is quite the conversationalist! She also has a playful side—wand toys, laser
toys, and spinning floor toys are among her favorites. After losing her home, Ella struggles
with being left alone. She would do best as the only cat
with someone who is home most of the time and can offer
plenty of companionship, reassurance, and playtime. Could
you he the person who helps Ella feel safe, loved, and home
for good? Meet her at the Sun Cities 4 Paws Peoria 10807
N 96th Ave, Peoria 623-773-2246. More cats available at
PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85374.

‘v

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!

iniusa.org/classifieds

Pets/Supplies

'

HOUSE
CLEANING

Carpentry
A-Z
35+ Years
Experience

Quality
Affordable
Carpentry
(623)693-2142

Not a licensed contractor

To Advertise
CALL
888-665-3848

You
CAN'T
AFFORD
NOT
TO

Cellular

Gonsumer Cellular-

OVER 507 UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today 877-398-0956




Clean Windows Electrical

WINDOW CLEANING

Brighten
Up
Your Day!
Reasonable

Screens & Tracks
Cleaned at
No Extra Cost

fetetetete]
References Available
FREE ESTIMATES
FABOREO
WINDOW
CLEANING
(602)252-6499

Clean Windows

Excellent

Window

Cle%‘nlng
SUNSCREENS

10% Off Sun Screens!
Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve
623-341-8197

Concrete

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck
*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies
&

*fixing Old Coatings

DOMECO
ELECTRIC

Reliable Electrical
Services
..No Job To Smalll

Home and Business
Fair Prices
On Time Service
Ceiling Fans
Outlets
Dimmer Switches
AND MORE!
Aluminum Wire
Specialist

480-518-4260
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Floor Coverings

FLOORS £ MORE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES LLC
FLOORING
Installation and Repairs
4 Luxury Vinyl Plank
4 Laminate ¢ Carpet
4 Vinyl & Basehoards
b23;024:3472

John Brunetti
35 years’ experience
Insured ~ Bonded
ROC 313488

Floor Coverings

.%‘Z’

SHOP WITH
CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!
iniusa.org/classifieds

ESP Floor Covering LLC

* Tile
+ Hardwood
+ Laminates
*LVT & LVP
+ Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp
HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

Computer Problems?

Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, lic:

623-377-3440

Floor Coverings

KEIGHER'S
FLOORING

Got Cracked,
Chipped,
or Lifted Tile?

Call Dan or Marsha
602-789-7770

Residential/Commercial
35+ Years’ Experience

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
PORA

Garage Door
Springs
Replaced

Licensed « Bonded « Insured
New Doors & Openers
* Service
o Installations e Repairs

(6238533311

ROC #336907
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SAME DAY
SERVICE

Bonded & Insured - Lic#300097

602-867-7111

www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

o

Call today for a FREE in-home estimate for door replacement.

FALL SPECIAL

5400 OFF | ,,s140:
QUIET DOOR SPECIAL '

| INSULATED GARAGE DOORS | [ | Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearings |

APEX GARAGE DOOR ¢ 602-362-0561 APEX GARAGE DOOR ¢ 602-362-0561 [

With this coupor other offers or prior l With this coupon. with other offers or prior
r 0-26. L ires 11-30-26.

| SPRING REPAIR!

| HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH |

LONGER LIFE

[ Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and [
opener PLUS an assessment of your system.

APEX GARAGE DOOR ¢ 602-362- 0561

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES &

Licensed, Insured, Accredited | V/SA

Aboul Ollr

D scounls

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Giving You a Voice
in Your Community

Please give us your:
Opinions « Clubs « Photos
and much more...

www.YourValley.net
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Junk Removal Landscaping Landscaping

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

- Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

[EREE
CSTIIILTESE

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED
BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

COnspRucT©

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels
¢ LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation
¢ Plumbing & Electrical
e Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards
* Entertainment/
Media Centers

Cell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

623-466-3683 |

ROC 221600  Licensed/Bonded

3R JUNK
REMOVAL

Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small
Schedule Us
Call
623.698.1438
Or Online
3RJUNK.COM
AZ's Premier
Junk Removal Co

NATURE'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience
For all your
Landscape needs.
Lic # K21-153033
15%6 OFF
with ad
Jeff-
602.377.3755

iniusa.org/classifieds

[ LANDSCAPING | WAYNE'S
LANDSCAPING
Complete Landscaping
FIRSTOPTION|  "™ation systems
LANDSCAPE |  Treeservice
DESIGN/INSTALL e L)
MAINTENANCE : FALL :
IRRIGATION H SPECIAL
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 0 !
erv 1 10% Discount :
Weeds - Cl - Lighti |
Alar Cr s Aep : coo -‘.v!t!' .A.d. ooo ..'
623268763172 623-877-2902
ROC 153581

Licensed « Bonded « Insured

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE
IRRIGATION & Professional
LANDSCAPING Arborist Tree
Pavers & Artificial Care
Turf Installation *“Tiimming
Demo Driveways *Removals
* Repairs ¢ Leaks *Stump Grinding
o Valves ¢ Timers Fully Insured
FREE ESTIMATES FRgEﬁsinggtes
C&"w'({“ Discounts
623.261.1741
ROC #339066 623-204-1225

LIBRA
LANDSCAPING &
HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOuUR DREAMS A REALITY
Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming
Pavers
Artificial Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping & More

FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B602-762-44766 Juan
602-301-8194 Libra

Sun Screens

Sdebz

erica’s #1 Awning

SAVE $350
when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

Call 1-877-363-1321 nowto | Tl L U SR R e

SAVE $350 TODAY!

joy more quality time with family and friends

© Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Miscellaneous Plumbing

SMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHES

OMAHA STEAKSM

Butcher’s Deluxe Package

2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE $89

GET 8 FREE SMASH BURGERS on $89+ orders

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301
ers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

(602)401-0886

v/ Operated by,
Local Firefighters

v Packing/Service
Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full Service Moving

v Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firehghtermoversaz.com

YARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call
888-665-3848

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military
Pipe Leak Repair « Fixture Installs « Hydro
Jetting  Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections
Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 iNeie

FREE ESTIMATES

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

537 DRAIN Unclog Special!
Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED * BONDED - INSURED - ROC 353346

Remodeling

PAINTING

COMPLETE INTERIOR

OR EXTERIOR

Includes Dunn Edwards Paints
SENIOR DISCOUNTS
27 Years' Experience « Reliable Family Business
Free Written Estimates s Pay Upon Completion

623-418-9194

call
Today
and
Get
Results

To Advertise
CALL
888-665-3848

$1.50/st

Plumbing

DON JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION = REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets

* Faucets
* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

623-670-3060

—/-— Licensed
‘ 4 Bonded

= Insured *BBB
;ﬂ Roc# 272507

To Advertise Call

388-665-3848
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Remodeling

Turn Your Funnies,,
Into Monies. . |

More people looking to buy or sell use our classifieds.
In fact, so many things get sold it’s no laughing matter!

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIEDS

Want a
New

Job?

Just take a
look in our
classifieds.

 —
Im 4\!\

oook

To turn your “whatever it is” into cash call: xv
888-665-3848
Iniusa.org/classifieds L
INDEPENDENT

at YourValleynet

AVA
PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial
e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
TPO Roofing
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

(\@qléﬁgo%“ﬁ%

iNDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center
Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College

Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village

Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center
INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848
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Imagine your home, totally organized!

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,
Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 10/31/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.
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