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By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

It looks like Scottsdale will con-
tinue to use automatic license plate 
readers, but with greater “guardrails” 
on their use.

The city council voted unanimous-
ly during its Oct. 6 meeting to direct 
staff  to draw up a city ordinance with 
stricter controls on the use of ALPRs, 
including criminalizing abuses of the 
system by individuals and requiring 
the city auditor’s offi  ce to audit the 
system annually. 

The new city ordinance will be 
presented to the city council for a 
vote during its Dec. 1 meeting. 

City Councilwoman Solange 
Whitehead, who made the motion 
of the new ordinance, said “the idea 
of being monitored is scary” but she 
sees the value of the ALPRs.

“Like most of you, I had a viscer-
al reaction to the abuses that we read 
about suddenly and really to a loss of 
trust... but we’re trying to take a mea-
sured approach,” she said. “As anoth-
er speaker said we are elected to solve 
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Competition
Police dogs to 
show off  skills at 
WestWorld; 20

Neighbors
Teen fi ghting 
cancer through 
golf; 12

• See Cameras on page 30

Scottsdale to 
continue using 
Flock cameras

Gigi’s Playhouse Phoenix member Sofi a 
Ramirez(right) prepares the cash register for 
a busy day at the achievement center’s cafe. 
(Independent Newsmedia/J. Graber)

Gigi’s Playhouse in Scottsdale 
off ers those with Down 

syndrome skills, camaraderie
By J. Graber

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chris Mays knows what’s 
wrong with the world.

“The world needs more 
people with Down syndrome,” 
said Mays, the executive direc-
tor of GiGi’s Playhouse Phoe-
nix, which is actually located in 
Scottsdale. 

“When you’re talking to 
somebody with Down syn-
drome, they’re going to tell you 
exactly what they’re think-
ing and what they’re feeling,” 
Mays said. “I love that because 
if you’re doing something good, 
they’re going to tell you. If 
you’re doing something they 
don’t like, they’re going to tell 
you ... I think they’re the an-

• See Gigi’s on page 31
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Phoenix, discover ice! featuring Elf™, a beloved 
Christmas attraction fi lled with hand-carved scenes, 
icy slides, and unforgettable family moments. 

Nov. 18 - Jan. 3 
JWDesertRidgeChristmas.com

Carved

Ice

from

pounds of
2 Million
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FIRST RESPONDERS

Experts claim 
anticompetitive 

mergers have infl ated 
costs, caused 

substantial delays of 
critical fi re fi ghting 

equipment
By Philip Haldiman & J. Graber

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Scottsdale has joined with seven 
other Arizona cities and towns suing 
fi retruck manufacturers from around 
the country, accusing them of mo-
nopolizing the industry and killing off  
any competition. 

The suit claims fi ve fi retruck man-
ufacturers as well as the Fire Appara-
tus Manufacturers’ Association and 
the private equity fi rm American 
Industrial Partners have sought to 
choke off  competition in the market 
through a series of mergers and ac-
quisitions for more than a decade and 
then hiked prices more than 100%.   

Scottsdale’s complaint quotes 
Edward Kelly, general president of 
the International Association of Fire 
Fighters as saying, “In hindsight (the 
pandemic) was masking what ends 
up being a main driver of higher costs 
and lag times in production: the mo-
nopolizing of fi retruck and ambu-
lance manufacturing in the United 
States.”

Scottsdale’s complaint says the 
American Industrial Partners mas-
terminded the monopolization eff ort, 
though the company said in a state-
ment sent to Independent Newsme-
dia that it “disagrees with the allega-
tions in the complaint and intends to 

defend itself vigorously.”
City of Scottsdale offi  cials would 

not comment on an ongoing lawsuit, 
which is fi led in the U.S. District 
Court, District of Arizona.

The case is part of multidistrict lit-
igation including municipalities from 
across the country fi led in the U.S. 
District Court for the Eastern District 
of Wisconsin. 

The City of Tucson was the fi rst 
Arizona municipality to enter this 
consolidated complaint. Tempe, Gil-
bert and Scottsdale have each fi led 

individual actions in federal court in 
Arizona. Peoria has plans to enter the 
fray.

Joseph Tann, who is representing 
the Arizona municipalities, said the 
fi re apparatus market has reduced 
competition and contributed to sub-
stantial delays in the delivery of fi re-
fi ghting equipment

Tann said he and his co-counsel 
are seeking to recover taxpayer funds 
meant for lifesaving equipment relied 
upon by local Arizona fi re depart-
ments and the communities they serve.

This is the public’s money, and mu-
nicipalities are spending more than 
they should, Tann said.

“The heart of our case is that our
municipalities have to buy fi re trucks, 
full stop, and they don’t have room 
in their budgets to deal with artifi cial 
price increases,” he said. “It is partic-
ularly off ensive because it is our fi rst 
responders. This about public safe-
ty.”

A custom fi retruck built by Pierce 
Manufacturing increased from about
$821,000 in October 2022 to about 
$1.11 million in November 2025, an 
increase of more than 35%, according 
to Tucson’s complaint. Over rough-
ly the same period, an aerial ladder
increased from approximately $1.38 
million to approximately $1.71 mil-
lion.

American Industrial Partners
sought to exploit the fact that fi re
trucks are critical lifesaving appara-
tuses: every locality needs to provide 
fi refi ghting services to its residents, 
the lawsuit states, Scottsdale’s com-
plaint said.

“Localities, their fi re departments,
and taxpayers must pay for these ser-
vices, even if choices dwindle and 
prices go up for fi refi ghting equip-
ment. (American Industrial Partners)
saw that eliminating competitors — 
by acquiring them, instead of com-
peting on the merits — would give 
it the power to profi teer by imposing
ever increasing supra-competitive 
prices on localities, thereby raking in
extraordinary payouts for AIP and its 
executives,” according to the lawsuit.

In a Congressional hearing of the 
Homeland Security and Governmen-
tal Aff airs Subcommittee on Disaster
Management held last September,
Chairman Josh Hawley, R-Mo., 
called the role of private equity in the

The City of Scottsdale has joined a lawsuit claiming fi retruck manufacturers, the Fire Apparatus Man-
ufacturers’ Association and the private equity fi rm American Industrial Partners have conspired to 
create a monopoly in the fi retruck industry and hike prices over 100%. (Courtesy City of Scottsdale)

Scottsdale joins lawsuit against fi re truck manufacturers

• See Lawsuit on page 26
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ANDREW BLOOM
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By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A developer behind the proposed 
Museum Square project in Scottsdale 
is fi ling a complaint against an HOA 
for causing fi nancial and reputational 
damage via a lengthy legal battle.

ARC Scottsdale Holdings fi led the 
complaint in the Maricopa County 
Superior Court against the Gateway 
at Main St. Plaza Scottsdale Con-
dominium Association (also known 
as the “Association”) on a count of 
abuse of process, a count of tortious 
interference with business expectan-
cy, a count of injurious falsehood, 
and a count of declaratory relief, ac-
cording to the complaint.

The complaint alleges that ARC 
had acquired properties from the 
City of Scottsdale in 2022 to be 
transformed into the 4.5-acre project 
known as Museum Square.

In order for the project to proceed, 
ARC, the city of Scottsdale and the 
association had agreed to terminate 
seven declarations of covenants and 
restrictions that imposed develop-
ment and use restrictions on the prop-
erty. 

This termination was done in 
2019, prior to ARC’s acquisition. 
The complaint alleges that in 2025, 
the association decided to adopt the 
stance of opposing the termination in 
order to stop the development.

This led to a lawsuit being fi led to 
stop the termination, that the com-
plaint alleges was done in order to 
gain economic benefi t, with the asso-
ciation claiming the termination was 
not executed properly.

The lawsuit was ultimately dis-
missed by a court a er it was amend-
ed, but was appealed in September 

2026. 
“The HOA’s unsuccessful litiga-

tion delayed a $300 million devel-
opment, disrupted business relation-
ships, jeopardized opportunities with 
hotel operators and investors, and 
damaged ARC’s reputation,” Jason 
Rose, President of Rose + Allyn Pub-
lic Relations, who is the spokesman 
for Museum Square. “Its repeated 
bad judgment has created enormous 
fi nancial consequences, not just for 
ARC but potentially for the HOA’s 
own property owners.”

Rose said that ARC and Museum 
Square have suff ered a fi nancial set-
back of potentially millions of dollars, 
and are seeking fi nancial relief.

“The courts have already award-
ed ARC more than $137,000 in legal 
fees and costs, plus interest,” Rose 
said. “ARC is seeking potentially mil-

lions of dollars for construction de-
lays, lost revenue, damaged business 
relationships and other harm caused 
by the HOA’s litigation.”

The fi nancial burden will be not 
just on the HOA itself, but also its 
property owners, Rose said. 

Homeowners looking to sell may 
see a smaller pool of buyers due to 
higher down payment requirements, 
higher interest ates and a smaller pool 
of lenders willing to transact. 

“The HOA has lost at every stage 
of its litigation against Museum 
Square. Now, because of its misguid-
ed legal campaign and continuing 
bad faith, the HOA faces potentially 
millions of dollars in damages, plac-
ing an even greater fi nancial burden 
on its property owners,” Rose said. 
“Despite losing at every stage, the 
HOA has continued down a costly 

legal path that now threatens its own 
fi nancial stability and could further 
lower property values.”

Even with the delays, Museum 
Square is still planned for Scottsdale,
Rose said.

“Museum Square remains a fully 
approved and permitted $300 million
development featuring a luxury hotel, 
upscale residences and public open 
spaces,” Rose said. “Unfortunately, 
the HOA’s continuing litigation has
delayed a project that would bring
signifi cant investment and vitality to 
downtown Scottsdale.”

Attempts to reach the association 
were unsuccessful.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

BUSINESS

Developer behind proposed Museum Square fi les 
complaint against Scottsdale HOA

A rendering of Museum Square in Scottsdale. (Photo courtesy Mike Scerbo)
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CommonSense results for District 4CommonSense results for District 4

Vote Carine Werner for State SenateVote Carine Werner for State Senate

Protect School Choice

Invest in Law Enforcement

$1.4 billion in Tax Cuts

No New Taxes on Groceries

New Childcare Tax Credit

Carine Werner worked 
with both parties:

Early Voting: Oct 7th  ||  Election Day: Nov 3rd

That's Proven Leadership

Learn more

Paid for by Carine Werner. Authorized by Carine Werner.



8  October 21-28, 2026  |  Scottsdale Independent  |  YourValley.net 

OPINION
Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to take 
the pledge.
 

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide an 

open forum for our readers. We hope 
to stimulate debate, not to dominate 
or control it. We reserve the right to 
edit our opinions, and we insist on 
civility. Please include your name 
and phone number, so we can con-
tact you for clarifi cation or confi rma-
tion. We welcome your photo. All 
opinions must be no more than 300 
words. Those that are judged as per-
sonal attacks or complaints about 
neighbors, businesses or other opin-
ion writers will not be considered. No 
person may submit more than two 
opinions for publication during a cal-
endar month. Two submissions in 
the same issue will not be published. 
The content of a submission is the re-
sponsibility of the person who sub-
mitted it.
 

Speak Up
    We support the use of pen names. 
Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history.

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We offer a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 
Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter.

LETTERS

Vote for Zubia, a leader who 
listens

Scottsdale is a community we 
share and a future we shape togeth-
er. I am deeply concerned about the 
direction of our city council. Cut-
ting vital water resources and trading 
solutions for political infi ghting is not 
what residents should accept from 
their leaders.

That is why I am 
running: That means 
securing our water, in-
vesting in public safety, 
protecting our neigh-
borhoods and the pre-
serve, ensuring respon-
sible growth, reining 
in short-term rentals 

and protecting personal data. Per-
haps most importantly, you deserve a 
council that listens to you. 

With only two seats open, the 
choice is clear. More division and 
chaos or a return to common-sense 
leadership. I’m running against two 
extreme candidates who off er more of 
the same.

I’m a proud lifelong Scottsdale res-
ident, and public service is about who 
you stand up for. Residents are tired 
of the drama and of feeling unheard. 
You deserve leaders who listen fi rst, 
keep open minds and solve problems 
the right way.

Through more than 25 years in 
banking and decades of communi-
ty service, I have learned how to get 
things done. I have stood up for long-
term investment in our water infra-
structure. I helped lead eff orts to pro-
tect our preserve and the Indian Bend 
Wash Greenbelt and to revitalize our 
parks, all while lowering your taxes.

I have served as chair of the Hu-
man Services Commission, vice chair 
of the Protect and Preserve Scottsdale 

Task Force, and president of Part-
ners for Paiute. I serve on the EVIT, 
Charro and SUSD Foundations and 
the Parada Del Sol Committee.

I’m proud to have the support 
of police, fi re, former mayors and 
council members, CAP Water Board 
members, including former Attorney 
General Terry Goddard and current 
Councilmembers Solange Whitehead 
and Vice Mayor Maryann McCallen.

Please vote only for me by Nov. 3 
to help secure common-sense leader-
ship.

Raoul Zubia
CANDIDATE, SCOTTSDALE CITY 

COUNCIL

The experience Scottsdale 
schools need

I am Jennifer Johnson,  a candidate 
for the SUSD Governing Board. As 
a native Arizonan, educator, parent 
and community member, I will bring 
proven leadership to the SUSD gov-
erning board. My focus is on strength-
ening student achievement, building 
strong career readiness, and fostering 
meaningful engagement among par-
ents, community and schools. I care 
about our students. I believe you do 
as well. 

Through my ca-
reer as a public-school 
teacher, principal and 
district superintendent, 
I gained the knowledge, 
skills and experience 
needed to understand 
how successful districts 

excel. The school and district that 
I led consistently earned “A” letter 
grades and received national recog-
nition. As a deputy superintendent 
for the Arizona Department of Edu-
cation, I guided the implementation 
of programs that supported districts 

across Arizona. I served as an assis-
tant vice president at Grand Canyon 
University, where I provided profes-
sional development, resources and
student experiences that promoted
high levels of student achievement.  

High achievement for all students
requires strong systems, accountabil-
ity and districtwide policies along-
side a governing board that can col-
laborate, analyze and set meaningful 
goals for students and educators. My
experience lets me contribute to the
board’s eff ectiveness from day one.
I’ve done this work before, and I want
to bring that expertise to SUSD. 

Beyond my career in education,
I’ve helped build community coali-
tions that support schools. I intend to
work closely with every part of our
community to benefi t our students. 

Our schools refl ect our communi-
ty and work hard to earn their trust.
Our students deserve top-quality
educators. Our teachers deserve our
full support. Our parents deserve 
transparency and accountability.
Our community deserves strong fi s-
cal management and opportunities to
invest in our schools, because strong
schools mean safe, strong neighbor-
hoods. 

Please vote for Jennifer Johnson. 
Experience matters. Leadership mat-
ters. Your vote matters. 

Jennifer Johnson
CANDIDATE, SCOTTSDALE UNIFIED

GOVERNING BOARD

Elections, school closures, 
have consequences

Elections have consequences. Re-
cently, Scottsdale families saw just 
how signifi cant those consequenc-
es can be when the governing board 

• See Letters on page 9

Raoul Zubia

Jennifer Johnson
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voted 3-2 to close two more neigh-
borhood schools.

Copper Ridge and 
Laguna will join Pima 
and Echo Canyon as 
schools our community 
is losing. Four schools in 
less than a year. Behind 
every closure are stu-
dents, teachers, families 

and neighborhoods forever changed.
Schools are more than buildings. 

They are places where friendships 
form and communities connect. Clos-
ing a school disrupts families, changes 
boundaries, can increase commutes 
and weakens the connections that 
make Scottsdale special.

Yes, declining enrollment is a real 
challenge, and responsible fi nancial 
decisions must be made. But school 
closures should be a last resort, not 
the fi rst solution.

Before closing another school, we 
should be asking: What more can we 
do to attract families? Have we ex-
plored partnerships and better uses of 
existing facilities? Have we fully con-
sidered the consequences alongside 
projected savings? Have we listened 
to parents choosing other educational 
options?

We cannot close our way to a 
stronger school district. We must give 
families compelling reasons to choose 
SUSD and explore every reasonable 
alternative before making irreversible 
decisions.

As a longtime Scottsdale resident, 
former SUSD parent and candidate 
for the governing board, I believe our 
community deserves leaders who ask 
diffi  cult questions, welcome public 
input, support school staff  and put 
students at the center of every deci-
sion.

School closures are decisions that 
can shape neighborhoods for genera-
tions. So are the decisions we make 

about who leads our district.
The future of Scottsdale’s public 

schools deserves thoughtful, long-
term leadership. Vote for Jeanne Bea-
sley and Amy Carney for the Scotts-
dale Unifi ed Governing Board on or 
before Nov. 3. Learn more at SUSD-
strong.com.

Jeanne Beasley
CANDIDATE, SCOTTSDALE UNIFIED 

GOVERNING BOARD

Your safety is why I support 
Graham and Ugenti-Rita for 
Scottsdale

Scottsdale’s high quality of life 
starts with its residents feeling safe 
in their neighborhoods and around 
their community. It’s the foundation 
of everything else we value; strong 
neighborhoods, thriving tourism and 
a growing economy.

The offi  cers who provide that safe-
ty have made their choice. Scottsdale 
Police trust Councilman Barry Gra-
ham and former State Senator Mi-
chelle Ugenti-Rita. They’re the only 
candidates in this election with that 
endorsement.

That endorsement refl ects a re-
cord. Barry and Michelle understand 
how critical public safety is to our 
success and our quality of life. They 
have a record of leadership, of fully 
funding public safety, and of stand-
ing with the men and women in blue. 
Competitive pay, increased staff -
ing, sound pension investments and 
stand-alone police funding are how 
a city keeps experienced offi  cers and 
recruits the next generation.

I have seen who shows up for pub-
lic safety when the vote is called, not 
only when the camera is on. On Nov. 
3, voters will fi ll two seats. I support 
Barry Graham and Michelle Ugen-
ti-Rita, the candidates who have 
earned the trust of the offi  cers who 
keep us safe.

Jan Dubauskas
MEMBER, SCOTTSDALE CITY COUNCIL

 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!
Letters
• From page 8

Jeanne Beasley
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Risk FREE Trial » All ages

Beginner -Competitive Boys & Girls » Ages 3-12 years

Parent/Tot Classes » Ages 1-3 years

(480) 596-3543 • xtremegymnastics.com
14000 N. Hayden Rd. #102, Scottsdale, AZ

move • learn • excel
XTREME GYMNASTICS

EDUCATION

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A paralegal, a businesswoman/
writer and a career educator who has 
served as a teacher, principal and dis-
trict superintendent squared off  in a 
candidate forum hosted by the Scott-
sdale Parent Council Oct. 7 designed 
to help voters decide who should fi ll 
two seats on the Scottsdale Unifi ed 
School District opening up next year.

Those three would be Jeanne Bea-
sley, Amy Carney and Dr. Jennifer 
Johnson, respectively, and they grap-
pled with questions like how to en-
sure parents are heard when decid-
ing to close schools, how to manage 
student-facing positions in light of a 
shrinking budget and their stance on 
the district’s $375 million, fi ve-year 
bond to pay for aging infrastructure.  

Maybe one of the most important 
questions of the event was how would 
each candidate address declining en-
rollment.

The district has lost 6,000 students 
over the last 15 years — due, in part, 
to a decline in school age kids moving 
into districts and to the fact parents 
have more choices to go to private 
schools with the state’s Empower-

ment Scholarship Account — which 
has spurred tough decisions about the 
budget and school closures. 

Carney, the only incumbent in 
the race who is serving her fi rst term 
on the board, said the board’s role is 
“to learn how to fi ght this and not to 
just keep managing decline. It means 
asking why families are leaving or not 
choosing us in the fi rst place and then 
pivoting to educational options that 
they are looking for.”

For instance, one thing Carney said 
parents want is less screen time in the 
classrooms, especially in elementary 
schools. 

Johnson said there is a host of things 
the district should be doing, the fi rst 
of which is supporting existing fami-
lies within the district, but she added 
the district must also understand the 
thinking of parents who are not choos-
ing the district. 

“I agree we need to do much more 
research on why people leave,” she 
said. “What would it take to bring 
them back? I think we can replicate 
popular programs, whether it’s a lan-
guage immersion program or a tradi-
tional model.”

That also includes things like add-
ing more technical education pro-

grams or maybe even introducing an 
arts magnate to the district.

Finally, Johnson said the district 
needs to do a better job marketing its 
success by eliciting the help of private 
sector marketing experts and creating 
brand ambassadors.     

Beaseley advocated for taking a 
more holistic approach. 

“The governing board, the district, 
needs to look at all reasons for declin-
ing enrollment,” Beasley said. “Focus-
ing on demographics or how much a 
home costs or maybe people are hav-
ing less children, that’s fi ne, I’m not 
saying that’s not part of declining 
enrollment, but you have to look at 
everything. If you’ve sat in on those 
board meetings,  you’ve heard parents 
comment on things that they love or 
don’t like about the district. Those all 
have to do with declining enrollment. 
For example, closing more schools 
makes the district not as stable.”

The district governing board has 
closed four schools over a two year 
period, but the administration has no 
plan to recommend shutting down any 
more. 

Scottsdale Unifi ed School District 
Governing Board members are not 
paid and serve four year terms.

Jeanne Beasley, Amy Carney and Dr. Jennifer Johnson shared their ideas on what the future of Scott-
sdale Unifi ed School District should look like Oct. 7 during a forum put on by the Scottsdale Parent 
Council. (Courtesy Maricopa County School Superintendent’s offi  ce, Scottsdale Unifi ed School Dis-
trict and Dr. Jennifer Johnson) 

Three candidates square off  in SUSD 
governing board forum
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Did you know that high school students  
can earn college credits? 
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The International School of Arizona 
Board of Trustees has appointed Na-
than Walker as the school’s next head 
of school, eff ective July 1, 2027. 

Walker succeeds Jason Smith, who 
will continue to lead the school through 
June 30, 2027, to ensure a seamless 
transition, according to a press release.

Walker’s appointment follows a 
comprehensive national search led by 
the board of trustees, a search commit-
tee and the Educators Collaborative 
consultant. Following extensive inter-
views and campus visits with faculty, 
staff , parents, and trustees, the board 
unanimously approved Walker’s selec-
tion.

“In Nathan, we have found an ex-
ecutive leader, lifelong Spanish educa-
tor, and global citizen who brings over 
two decades of leadership experience 
across PK–12, multilingual, day, and 
residential international communities 
worldwide,” Errin Simpkins Travers, 
Chair of the ISA Board of Trustees and 
Search Committee, said in the release. 
“He possesses a deep appreciation for 
ISA’s dual French and Spanish path-
ways, our close-knit community, and 
our mission of opening doors to success 
in a constantly changing world.”

Walker brings more than 30 years 
of educational experience to ISA. His 
administrative career includes serving 
as director general at the American In-
stitute of Monterrey in Mexico, head of 
School at Istanbul International Com-
munity School in Türkiye, associate 
superintendent for Saudi Aramco Ex-
patriate Schools in Saudi Arabia and 
Head of School at Schutz American 
School in Egypt. Most recently, Walk-
er chose an intentional return to the 
classroom as a middle and upper school 
Spanish teacher, dorm parent, and stu-
dent advisor at Shattuck-St. Mary’s 

School in Minnesota to stay closely 
connected to the daily experience of 
students and families.

“Learning additional languages 
opens doors to friendships, cultures, 
and ways of seeing the world,” Walker 
said. “During our visit, my wife Am-
brest and I felt ISA’s vision come to life 
through the welcoming spirit and pride 
across the community. I look forward 
to supporting both the French and 
Spanish tracks, honoring ISA’s distinc-
tive strengths, and working alongside 
the Board, faculty, and families to build 
on the school’s success.”

Over the coming months, a struc-
tured transition plan will be executed 
collaboratively between Smith, Walk-
er, and the board of trustees. 

The International School of Arizona  
off ers a PK–8 multilingual education 
through dual French and Spanish lan-
guage tracks in Scottsdale.

Nathan Walker will take over the school head 
position at the International School Arizona next 
July. (Courtesy International School of Arizona)

International School of Arizona 
chooses new head of school
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By Allison Kotzbauer 
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA 

For Brophy College Preparatory 
freshman and Valley resident Andrew 
Kung, golf has become more than a 
sport.

Kung recently founded OutDrive 
Collective, a nonprofi t that uses golf 
to raise money for charitable causes. 

He will host the organization’s fi rst 
tournament, the OutDrive Collective 
Open, Oct. 19 at Stonecreek Golf 
Club in Phoenix.

The idea for the nonprofi t grew 
from Kung’s love of golf and his de-
sire to use the sport to help others. 

“I’m doing this event because I 
just want to bring people together in 
the community, and I want to make 
an impact,” he said. “We just want 
people to be there and supporting this 

cause.” 
His fi rst event will support multi-

ple myeloma cancer research at Mayo
Clinic in Arizona, a cause that is per-
sonal to Kung and his family because 
his grandmother is a survivor of the
disease.

The tournament will raise mon-
ey for Dr. Rafael Fonseca’s cancer 
research program at Mayo Clinic in 
Arizona. 

Kung said he wanted his fi rst event 
to support research that could help 
people aff ected by the disease.

“Without Dr. Fonseca as my 
grandma’s doctor, my grandma prob-
ably would not be here right now,” he
said.  “His whole charity event is to
help out people who can be in a tough 
situation, kind of like my family and 

SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

In a fragmented culture,
matters more.���������

Open Enrollment is Nov. 2- Dec. 31, 2026.

NEIGHBORS

Andrew Kung and his 
grandmother in Sedo-
na. (Photo submitted 

by Andrew Kung)

Brophy freshman turns love of golf into nonprofi t for cancer research

• See Kung on page 25
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By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fairmont Scottsdale Princess is 
under new ownership but the buyers 
say they are going to leave operations 
untouched.

San Manuel Investment Authority, 
an unincorporated governmental in-
strumentality of Yuhaaviatam of San 
Manuel Nation, recently acquired 
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess — o en 
refereed to as merely the Princess —  
for an undisclosed sum.

“Growing and diversifying our 
Nation’s economy is key to our sus-
tainability and our sovereignty,” said 
Lynn Valbuena, chairwoman of the 
SMIA board and chairwoman of Yu-
haaviatam of San Manuel Nation. 
“Our Investment Board executes on 
a vision of fi nding high-quality lux-
ury non-gaming properties that align 
with our Tribe’s vision of hospitality 
and our guests’ interest. The Princess 
is the perfect addition to our portfolio 
for those reasons.”

Management for the Princess did 
not respond to requests for comment, 
but the Scottsdale Area Chamber 
of Commerce president Mark Stan-
ton said the Princess is an important 
member of the community. 

“The Fairmont Scottsdale Prin-
cess has long been a valued member 
and strong supporter of the Scottsdale 
Area Chamber of Commerce, as well 
as an outstanding contributor to our 
community. We look forward to its 
continued success and wish the entire 
team all the best as this iconic Scott-
sdale resort begins an exciting new 
chapter.”

According to Valbuena, the acqui-
sition will strengthen Fairmont Scott-

sdale Princess as well.
“Fairmont has a strong team cul-

ture, one that aligns well with our vi-
sion and values. I am looking forward 
to welcoming Fairmont team members 
and the Fairmont brand into our fam-
ily of properties, as well as becoming 
an active member in the Tribal com-
munity,” Valbuena said. “We have a 
long-term investment philosophy. We 
believe that investments grow over 
time and look forward to working 
closely with property leadership on 
how we can bring our expertise to help 
them grow and expand their brand 
and impact on the community.”

Valbuena said that acquisition 
strengthens and diversifi es SMIA’s 
portfolio of properties. She also clari-
fi ed that it would be business as usual 
for day-to-day-operations of the hotel.

She also mentioned that the acqui-
sition provides Club Serrano mem-
bers with a third destination among 
a regional network of connectivity 
for guests who travel among southern 
California, Las Vegas and Phoenix.

“From a hospitality perspective, 
Phoenix stands out among national 

leaders as a top-tier leisure and group
destination ... Fairmont Scottsdale
Princess will drive more frequent vis-
itation and amplify the benefi ts and
value of Club Serrano membership,”
Valbuena said.

According to Valbuena, the acqui-
sition will also strengthen Fairmont
Scottsdale Princess as well.

“Fairmont has a strong team cul-
ture, one that aligns well with our vi-
sion and values. I am looking forward
to welcoming Fairmont team members
and the Fairmont brand into our fam-
ily of properties, as well as becoming
an active member in the Tribal com-
munity,” Valbuena said. “We have a
long-term investment philosophy. We
believe that investments grow over
time and look forward to working
closely with property leadership on
how we can bring our expertise to help
them grow and expand their brand
and impact on the community.”

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.
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San Manuel Investment Authority recently acquired the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess for an undis-
closed sum. (Photo courtesy San Manuel Investment Authority)

San Manuel Investment Authority 
acquires Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
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Founded in October 2020, RETSY set out to build something different: an independent, agent-first luxury 
brokerage in a market increasingly defined by consolidation. Six years later, that vision has turned into 

more than $7.2 billion in total sales volume, including $1.59 billion in 2026 sales volume year to date, and a 
partnership with Forbes Global Properties that extends Arizona expertise to a global stage.

Six Years. $7.2B in Total Sales Volume. $1.59B YTD Sales Volume.
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Higher Here.
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Compiled by J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

OPENINGS
Dawning PR has opened an offi  ce in 

Scottsdale. The six-person fi rm off ers 
services in media relation , communi-
ty relations, crisis communications and 
social media campaigns. The company 
also off ers a how to package for organi-
zations looking to do their own public 
relations. 6900 E. Camelback Road, 
suite. 601. 480-220-6051

Loewe has opened a new store in the 
Scottsdale Fashion Square mall. Loewe 
presents a full off er of men’s and wom-
en’s ready-to-wear clothes, bags, small 
leather goods, shoes, eyewear, belts, 
hats and caps, and home scents. 7014 
E. Camelback Road. 480-568-5568.

The Colorado-based sandwich shop 
chain the Smiling Moose Sandwich 
Grill opened it’s fi rst Arizona location 
in the Scottsdale Crossing shopping 

center Aug. 17. Smiling Moose Sand-
wich Grill is known for its made-to-or-
der sandwiches, wraps, soups, salads, 
burgers and freshly baked cookies, 
according to a press release.  2865 N. 
Scottsdale Road. 602-844-9996.

The French Crêperie has opened. 
The cafe is an authentic French restau-
rant concept that is owned by French 
native Natacha Douglas, who special-
izes in sweet and savory French crêpes, 
French pastries, crépe-making class-
es (beginning January 2027) and an 
authentic French dining experience. 
4225 N. Marshall Way, Suite 2. 480-
885-2854.

COMMING SOON
Scottsdale-based real estate bro-

kerage and development fi rm Diver-
sifi ed Partners has broken ground on 
the Lakefront at Scottsdale, mixed-
use development. An approximately 
100,000-square-foot mixed-use rede-
velopment, the Lakefront is designed 
to transform a Scottsdale waterfront 
property into a destination for dining, 
curated retail, offi  ce space and gather-
ing areas, according to a press release, 
7501 E. McCormick Parkway. 480-
947-8800. 

Location-based entertainment 
brand Time Mission just signed the 

lease to open at Sonora Village in late 
spring/summer 2027. The approxi-
mately 10,000-square-foot venue is 
a team-based adventure space that 
blends physical and mental challenges 
across 25-plus fully themed rooms, 
dodging lasers, cracking codes, and 
solving puzzles to earn points and 
climb the leaderboard.  15745 Hayden 
Road. 401-321-4546. 

PARTNERSHIPS
Phoennix-based Shasta Pools. The 

new ownership group will grow the 
company’s core business divisions, 
including residential and commer-
cial pool construction and renovation, 
Shasta Signature Series luxury pool de-
signs, backyard hardscaping solutions, 
extended warranties and e-commerce 
supplies. 3750 W. Indian School Road, 
Phoenix. 602-532-3700.

The Yuhaaviatam of San Man-
uel Nation has purchased the Fair-
mont Scottsdale Princess. Commonly 
known as just “the Princess” for over 
four decades, the hotel Spans 65 acres 
with 750 guest rooms and suites and has 
earned the AAA Timeless Diamond 
designation in 2025 for maintaining 
Five Diamond status since 1991. 7575 
E. Princess Drive. 480-585-4848.
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SAVE TODAY. 
ENJOY TOMORROW.

6929 E Shea Blvd • Scottsdale
480-596-0883 • WESTERNBANKS.COM

11-MONTH OR 18-MONTH CD

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/12/26. Personal and business accounts only. No municipalities or institutional 
funds. Minimum $1,000 deposit required to open the account and obtain the advertised APY. Early withdrawal penalties 

may apply. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

4 20%
APY*.

FIRST RESPONDERS

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While the Sept. 5 shooting in Old 
Town that le  one man dead and an-
other wounded was defi nitely tragic, 
but it is not part of an increasing trend 
of violence in the area, according to a 
recent report dated Sept. 16 by Scotts-
dale City Manager Greg Caton.

In fact, violent crimes in Old Town 
have been going down — way down 
— over the last fi ve years, the report 
said. 

Police calls related to violent crime 
in Old Town have dropped from 433 
in 2021 to 165 through Sept. 8 of this 
year. While the year’s not over yet, 
that’s still a 44% drop so far from fi ve 

years ago.
“The men and women of the Scott-

sdale Police Department assigned to 
downtown are doing exceptional work 
in one of the most demanding environ-
ments in the city,” Caton said in the 
report.

Police typically staff  38 personnel 
in and around Old Town until 2:30 
a.m. on weekends and that number 
can jump by more than 30 additional 
offi  cers on holidays and special event 
weekends, the report said. 

Still, Old Town does have particular 
hot spots for violent crime.

“The 20 highest-volume locations 
account for approximately 65 percent After responding to more than 433 calls related to violent crime in Old Town in 2021, Scottsdale police 

offi  cers have had 165 violent crime calls through Sept. 8 of this year. (Arianna Grainey/Independent 
Newsmedia)

Report: violent crime on the decline 
in Old Town Scottsdale

• See Crime on page 19
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of downtown reports and 61 percent of 
violent-crime-related calls for service 
over the 2021-2026 (year-to-date) pe-
riod,” the report said. “This concentra-
tion reinforces the importance of ven-
ue-level prevention, security, lighting, 
camera coverage, crowd management, 
and close cooperation with police.”

Mayor Lisa Borowsky met with bar 
and club owners as well as other down-
town stake holders Sept 11.

The meeting, she said, was not a 
reaction to any one incident but in 
response to concerns raised by stake 
holders over a period of time.

“It went great,” Borowsky said. 
“We came to agreement on some ac-
tion items ... I think we’re going to see 
some changes in the entertainment dis-
trict that are going to be for the better.”

She said some of the issues discussed 
and  agreed to by venue operators in-
cluded adding more lighting, especially 
in the alley ways; monitoring security 
cameras better and and more commu-
nication among club owners to include 
warning each other about patrons that 
may be causing trouble possibly head-
ing their way.  

Recent targeted enforcement details 
also demonstrate the level of proactive 
work occurring downtown, according 
to Caton’s report. 

“From July through early Septem-
ber, offi  cers recovered 16 fi rearms, 
made more than 30 arrests and con-
ducted more than 100 traffi  c stops,” 
the report said. “Those operations 
included arrests involving prohibited 
possessors, gang members, narcotics 
traffi  cking, felony warrants and im-
paired driving.”

Homelessness is also a signifi cant 
part of the downtown public-safety sit-
uation. 

“The McKellips District leads the 
city in homelessness intervention 
volume, exceeding all other districts 
combined,” the report said. “In 2026, 

offi  cers and partners conducted 1,916 
intervention contacts, along with 158 
camp cleanups and 270 arrests. That 
follows more than 4,000 intervention 
contacts in 2025. These eff orts com-
bine outreach, services, cleanup activi-
ty, and enforcement to reduce disorder 
and maintain safe, clean public spaces.”

The report says continuing practices 
like using the existing downtown cam-
era system and using “intelligence level 
enforcement” as some of the ongoing 
safety eff orts conducted by police.

But it also lists some ways to im-
prove safety in downtown.

“The next phase should focus on 
prevention and shared accountability,” 
Caton said in the report. “The Police 
Department can provide a strong pres-
ence and rapid response, but it cannot 
be the only layer of safety. Businesses 
that draw large nighttime crowds must 
take an active role in preventing disor-
der before it reaches the street and in 
creating an environment where offi  cers 
and security personnel can quickly 
identify and address threats.”

Strengthening business and venue  
responsibility was on the list as one of 
the key steps toward improving Old 
Town’s safety. 

That includes things like establish-
ing clear expectations for security staff -
ing at the busiest venues and improving 
staff  training in areas like de-escalating 
situations, are among this step.

The report also listed improving the 
physical environment in Old Town 
with installing more and brighter lights 
as well as more cameras as a next level 
step that should be done.

Finally, the report said improving 
offi  cer awareness and multi-depart-
ment support with things like creating 
an enforceable  downtown noise ordi-
nance and continue and expand target-
ed gun suppression and crime suppre-
sion details during peak nightlife hours 
are important. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

Crime
• From page 18
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ENTERTAINMENT

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Over 70 service dogs from 30 po-
lice departments in six states will de-
scend on WestWorld of Scottsdale 
Oct. 24-25.

No, it’s not a new fi re hydrant 
expo, but rather the 23rd annual 
Desert Dog Police Canine Trials and 
Public Safety Expo hosted by the Ar-
izona Law Enforcement Canine As-
sociation.

The dogs will compete in cate-
gories like handler protection, tough 
dog and tactical obedience.

New this year  will be the electron-
ic storage device detection.

“We have dogs that are able to 
sniff  out electronic storage devic-
es,” ALECA President Tony San-
born said. “They’re brought in with 
detectives to locate media devices 
like rewritable hard drives. There’s 
a unique odor that’s associated with 
rewritable hard drives that canines 
are trained on so they’ll go in on like 
a search warrant, for example, and be 
able to sniff  in the walls, couch cush-
ions, safes, any hidden area with that 
critical piece of evidence.”

And of course, the dog with the 
most points from all the categories 
will win the honor of Top Dog.

But if you think that’s a lot of dogs, 
wait till you see the people. 

Attendance has been known to 
swell to over 10,000 over the week-
end, but Sanborn said the association 
is aiming higher this year.

In order to draw more people, 
there will be things like a trunk-or-
treat (with close to 100 trunks to 

gather from), police vehicles (includ-
ing armored vehicles) to climb in and
on while kids can don police gear, 
live police recruiters and the presen-
tation naming this year’s Colin’s K9
Dream recipient — a child with a 
terminal illness will be sworn in as a 
police offi  cer for a day and the fami-
ly will receive a free vacation of their 
choosing. The honor is named a er
10-year-old Colin Raskey, who died
of brain cancer in 2020.

The idea is to present law en-
forcement offi  cers — of the two- and 
four-footed varieties — as just normal 
... eh, people, according to ALECA 
Director of Operation Andrew Carls-
son. 

It’s a wide range of people who
come out to the shows too. There’s 
been a push over the last fi ve years to
expand the allure of the show to more 
than just law enforcement offi  cers
and their families, Sanborn said.

“We want to get people who don’t 
know about law enforcement, don’t
know what we do, don’t know about
our profession ... (there’s a) huge push
this year to get the schools to come 
out,” Sanborn said. “We really want 
to connect with especially our high 
school age kids and talk about a ca-
reer in law enforcement. Have them 
come out and ask about what it looks 
like to go into this profession.” 

And to kick the good times up
a notch, the event will also feature 
performances by country music 
stars Kristen Merlin, who won sec-
ond place on “The Voice,” and Kylie 
Morgan.

Over 70 police dogs to show 
their competition chops at 
WestWorld of Scottsdale

• See Jumphed on page 21
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Merlin will take the stage at 1 p.m. 
Oct. 24 and Morgan starts her set 1 
p.m. Oct. 5.

The two will also be available for 
meet and greets immediately follow-
ing their performances.

Other acts include Ronny Nine 
and Emmy Grisworld. 

All event goers will also be eligible 
for a series of prizes that include din-
ner for four at Cold Beers & Cheese-
burgers, tickets to the 2027 Scotts-
dale 4th of July Celebration, tickets to 
a select show at Pepsi Amphitheater 
in Fort Tuthill County Park in Flag-
staff  during the 2027 summer season 
and offi  cial ALECA merchandise. 

With so much going on, it may be 
easy to forget the dogs and their han-
dlers are the real stars of the show. 

“These dogs are trained to the 
highest level,” Carlsson said. “Their 
week consists of maintenance train-
ing and they have the best temper-
ament. We only purchase the best 
canines. They go through a long, 
several-month basic training to learn 
all the things they need to know. 
They’re highly obedient and their 
drive to work is very high.”

Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 at 
the door, children 12 and under are 
free. Single day and two day ticket 
options are available. Ticket purchas-
es include entry to the Public Safety 
Expo in the North Hall and the K9 
Trials in the Equidome.

For more information and tickets, 
visit ALECAPoliceK9.com.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.
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Dogs
• From page 21

What goes together better 
than dogs and country mu-
sic? Over 70 police dogs and 
their trainers will join forces 
with country music stars 
Kristen Merlin and Kylie 
Morgan to entertainment 
goers to the 23rd annual 
Desert Dog Police Canine 
Trials and Public Safety Expo 
at WestWorld of Scottsdale 
Oct. 24-25. (Courtesy the 
Arizona Law Enforcement 
Canine Association)
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REAL ESTATE

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Greater Phoenix’s single-family 
housing market held onto year-to-
date sales gains through September, 
but the month brought a sharper 
slowdown in new contract activity, 
according to data from the Phoenix 
REALTORS. 

Closed sales dropped 4.9%, and 
new listings dropped 3.7% in Sep-
tember this year compared to last 
year, but pending sales plummeted 
40.1%.

Scottsdale, though, saw a 2.8% 
increase in new listings and a 2.2% 
increase in closed sales in September 
2026 compared to 2025. Year-to-
date, Scottsdale’s closed sales were 
up 10.6% for the fi rst nine months 
of the year. However, like the great-

er Phoenix market, pending sales in 
Scottsdale saw a precipitous 40.2% 
drop this September compared to last 
year’s.

Year over year, na-
tional closed sales were 
down 1.2% in Septem-
ber, and Greater Phoe-
nix was down 4.9% for 
the month. Nationally, 
inventory of homes for 
sale rose to its highest 
level in more than 10 
years, up 5.9% from last 
year, according to the 
data. In the local region, inventory 
rose 6.7% despite fewer new listings 
hitting the market.

“While Scottsdale buyers may be 
less sensitive to mortgage rate fl uctua-
tions, they are not immune to broader 

economic uncertainty,” Phoenix Re-
altors Board President Sammy Glass-
man said in an email to the Daily In-

dependent. “Many have 
the fi nancial fl exibility 
to wait, particularly as 
inventory increases, and 
they have more choices. 
Stock market volatil-
ity, shi ing economic 
conditions and pricing 
expectations can all in-
fl uence purchasing de-
cisions, especially in the 
luxury market, where 

buyers o en have signifi cant assets 
tied to investments.”

She noted that although the 40.2% 
decline in pending sales is signifi cant, 
Scottsdale’s year-to-date closed sales 
remain up 10.6%, demonstrating 

continued demand and outperform-
ing the Greater Phoenix market.

“I see this as buyers becoming
more selective and deliberate rath-
er than abandoning the market,” 
Glassman said. “However, the sharp 
decline in pending contracts could 
signal a slowdown ahead if the trend
continues. For sellers, this reinforces 
the importance of competitive pric-
ing, strong presentation and demon-
strating value to attract today’s more
cautious buyers.”

Year-to-date trends tend to smooth 
out the statistical highs and lows, and
compared to last year’s numbers, the
fi rst nine months are pretty close to 
even. Year-to-date closed sales for the 
Valley rose 2.9% while pending sales 

Housing market holds year-to-date gains through soft August

• See Housing on page 23

“The Scottsdale market 
continues to outperform 

other Valley cities for 
a few very notable 

reasons.”
jen Teague

Vice president, board of Phoenix 
REALTORS



YourValley.net |  Scottsdale Independent  |   October 21-28, 2026   23  

dropped 2.2% compared to last year. 
New listings were down 2.1%.

In Scottsdale, year-to-date closed 
sales rose 10.6%, while pending sales 
rose 6.3%. New listings were down 
just 1%. 

“The Scottsdale market continues 
to outperform other Valley cities for a 
few very notable reasons,” Jen Teage, 
Vice President of the Board of Phoe-
nix REALTORS said in an email to 
the Daily Independent. 

“First, Scottsdale’s affl  uent buyer 
pool tends to be less sensitive to mort-
gage rate fl uctuations. Second, inven-
tory in Scottsdale has decreased, un-
like other Valley cities that have seen 
marked increases. This combination 
of fi nancially resilient buyers and 
relatively limited housing supply in 
desirable neighborhoods has helped 
sustain demand. 

“While transaction counts are 
down Valley-wide, median and av-
erage home prices in Scottsdale have 
increased, signaling continued buy-
er interest,” she continued. “Desir-
able, established neighborhoods and 
Scottsdale’s lifestyle appeal help to 
position the city as one of the Valley’s 
stronger and more stable markets.”

The median sales price of a sin-
gle-family home in the Valley slipped 
2.1% year over year in September 
from nearly $485,000 to $475,000. 
The year-to-date median sales price 
was essentially fl at, rising from 
$480,000 to $482,000, up 0.4%. 
Homes sold slightly faster in Septem-
ber, with days on the market drop-
ping from 79 to 77. Year to date, that 
number rose from 74 to 78 days.

But prices seem to go ever up in 
Scottsdale. The median sales price 
of a single-family home in the Valley 
climbed 2.1% year over year in Sep-
tember from $1.15 million to $1.2 
million. And the the year-to-date 
from $1.185 million to $1.25 million, 

in increase of 5.5%
 Single-family homes received 

98.1% of list price in the Valley in 
September, unchanged from last 
year, even as buyers continued to ne-
gotiate concessions to help address 
the overall cost of the transaction. 

In Scottsdale, home sellers are get-
ting 97.2% of the asking price in Sep-
tember, which is up from 96.6% from 
a year ago.

 Even with fewer new listings in 
September, the inventory of homes 
for sale in the Valley increased 6.7%, 
with the months’ supply at 4.3 
months, compared to four months last 
year.

 However, Scottsdale’s inventory 
in September shrunk 9.8%, from 4.1 
months to 3.7%. That means Scotts-
dale’s inventory is going down while 
the rest of the Valley is going up.

“Seasonality likely plays a role, but 
Scottsdale’s stronger sales activity is 
also contributing to its lower months 
supply. Scottsdale typically experi-
ences a summer slowdown, followed 
by renewed interest as seasonal res-
idents and second-home buyers re-
turn in the fall,” Glassman said.

“Unlike much of the Valley, Scott-
sdale’s closed sales increased 2.2% 
in September and remain up 10.6% 
year to date, helping absorb available 
inventory,” she continued. “Some 
homeowners may also be holding 
off  on listing until the winter buying 
season, when Scottsdale traditional-
ly attracts more out-of-state buyers. 
However, with pending sales declin-
ing sharply in September, we could 
see inventory begin to build if that 
slowdown translates into fewer clos-
ings.”

A six-month supply has tradition-
ally been considered a healthy mar-
ket. 

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We 
are committed to publishing a wide variety of 

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

F I N E A R T  &  W I N E F E S T I VA L
NOVEMBER 7-8, 2026   |    10AM-5PM

KIERLAND
Housing
• From page 22
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By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The City of Scottsdale has not  yet 
responded to a lawsuit by former Scott-
sdale City Councilman and City Trea-
surer David Smith to sunset the parks 
and preserves sales tax passed in 2004 
early.

That means Smith has fi led a mo-
tion to show cause in Maricopa County 
Superior Court Judge Daniel Martin’s 
court to force the city to either respond 
to the suit or explain why it does not 
need to. 

“I do not know what their thinking 
was,” Smith said concerning the reason-
ing behind his action. “As I said, they 
did not choose to talk to me or my at-
torney or, as far as I know, the court, so 
I took the next step.”

A spokeswoman for the City of Scott-
sdale said  in an email to the Daily Inde-
pendent  the city agreed to waive formal 
service of the summons and complaint, 
and its response is not due until the end 
of October.

“The city has not been served with 
(the motion to show cause),” she said 
in the email. “The court will schedule 
a hearing and establish deadlines for the 
city’s responsive briefi ng. The city will 
respond within those deadlines.”

Voters approved in 2004 a 30-year, 
0.15% sales tax in order to buy land, 
improve the preserve and repay the pre-
serve debt.

However, in 2018, voters approved 
an alteration to the 2004 tax in the form 
of a charter amendment restricting what 
the money could be spent on.

“It narrowed even further what the 
2004 tax money can be spent on, includ-
ing restricting improvements to creating 
new trails,” Smith told the Daily Inde-
pendent in an article that ran Aug. 28. 
“The situation we fi nd ourselves in, is 
there is nothing le  to spend it on legal-
ly, lawfully ... the debt has already been 
provided for, there is no more preserve 
land to be bought and there are no new 
trails authorized or even contemplated.” 

If le  to run its course, the tax would 
end in 2034.

The tax brings in around $75,000 a 
day and Smith said it’s important to end 
it as soon as possible, since there is no 
legal use for the money. 

“It’s just going be trapped forever,” 
Smith said

Once the tax is stopped, then the 

question of what can be done with the
money can be addressed, he said.

“The court may say, you’ve got to
refund this to the people who paid it and
who you taxed unlawfully,” Smith said.
“I really don’t know how they would do
that.”  

But some fear that if the suit is suc-
cessful, it will kill their funding for a
wildlife overpass over Rio Verde Drive
in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve.

If built, the overpass would connect
the northern and southern halves of the
preserve, allowing animals a safe cross-
ing in order to fi nd food and water and
expand their gene pool. 

Initial estimates have the overpass at
$35 million, but a new feasibility study
with an adjusted estimate is expected to
be released in November.

Motion to show cause fi led in lawsuit over sunsetting 
parks and preserve tax early
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with my grandma.”
When Stonecreek Golf Club 

agreed to host the tournament, Kung 
said it was the fi rst major show of sup-
port for his new nonprofi t.

“It was nice knowing that a golf 
course was willing to support our 
cause. It was really our fi rst big sup-
port behind us, because in order for 
this golf tournament to happen, of 
course, you do need a golf course to 
play on, and it just felt very satisfy-
ing,” Kung said.

The OutDrive Collective Open 
will begin at 8 a.m. with a four-per-
son scramble. The tournament will 
include lunch, contests, prizes and 
awards.

Kung hopes the tournament will 
be the beginning of a larger eff ort to 
bring golfers together around charita-
ble causes. 

Stonecreek Golf Club Gener-
al Manager Josh Brown said he has 
known Kung for a few years and was 

excited a mature young person was 
fi nding ways to make an impact in 
their community and that Stonecreek 
could help make it possible.

“Every time that we can actual-
ly get involved with some type of 
charity event .. Anytime we can get 
involved with something local, it’s 
always a good thing,” Brown said. “I 
want to be a part of the community 
as a new GM over there. They (the 
club) wanted to be more a part of the 
community.” 

Through OutDrive Collective, he 
plans to continue using golf events 
and community partnerships to raise 
money and awareness for causes that 
are meaningful to participants.

Golfers, sponsors and supporters 
can register for the tournament or 
learn more through OutDrive Col-
lective at Outdrivecollective@gmail.
com or 480-382-0599.

Allison Kotzbauer can be reached at akotzbauer@
iniusa.org. Please submit comments at yourvalley.

net/letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.
org. We are committed to publishing a wide variety 
of reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 

Guidelines Education

Kung
• From page 12

Andrew Kung’s grandmother and 
Dr. Rafael Fonseca. (Photo submit-
ted by Andrew Kung)

Since 1985, the Sterling Awards have honored
outstanding businesses driven by innovation,

leadership, and community impact.

Since 1985, the Sterling Awards have honored
outstanding businesses driven byb innovation,

leadership, and communityt impact.p, y

AZ’s “King of the Blues”
Big Pete Pearson

takes the stage daily from
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Performance lineup also includes:
Cold Shott & The Hurricane Horns
Notes from Neptune
Tommy Washington and Gratitude
The Jam Bam Band

LITCHFIELD SQUARE PARK
John Morey Photography

Pictured: When Happiness Awakens Michelle and Todd Haden
Hand cut Berkshire Bags
Pictured: Alisha Carryall

279 N. LA LOMA AVE.
JUST NORTH OF WIGWAM BLVD.

BEHIND LITCHFIELD PARK CITY HALL

FFFFFFFFEEEEEEESSSSSSSTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVVAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLL OOOOOOOOOFFFFFFFFF AAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTTTSSSSSFESTIVAL OF ARTS

NNOOVV 77 && 88��� � � �NOV 7 & 8
9AM-5PM

DAILY

Spend a perfect fall weekend strolling the streets surrounding Litchfield Square Park.
Shop for fine art, one-of-a-kind jewelry, and unique artisanal treasures.

Enjoy beer, wine, delicious festival fare, and our downtown restaurants.

FREE ADMISSION
AND PARKING

Bill Duran Jewelry
One-of-a-Kind Jewelry Pieces

James Lee Paintings
Pictured: Hopi Pots with Quails



26  October 21-28, 2026  |  Scottsdale Independent  |  YourValley.net

S A T U R D AY

NOVEMBER  7, 2026 
WESTWORLD OF SCOTTSDALE

Scottsdale

fi re apparatus industry a crisis facing 
fi re departments across the country.

He said private equity rolled up six 
or seven fi re truck brands in what is 
today known as Rev Group, resulting 
in up to 80% of the market controlled 
by three or four companies.

As a real world example, Hawley 
cited the Los Angeles wildfi res of 
January 2025, in which he said fi re-
fi ghters were unable to get to the front 
lines because more than half of Los 
Angeles Fire Department’s fi re trucks 
were out of commission.

Hawley said prior to the consolida-
tion, a new fi re truck order took be-
tween six months and a year to get a 
delivery. Today those orders take two 
years on the low end and four years 
on the hight end, he said.

“Orders have backlogged more 
than quadruple. That means that fi re 

departments are forced to wait years
for fi re trucks,” he said. “It has been
a constant pattern — more and more
backlogs, higher and higher wait
times, and yet, more profi ts by the
companies. Where is the money go-
ing to exactly?”

The defendants have formally re-
sponded to the claims by denying li-
ability and fi ling motions to dismiss
in court. Concerning the actions in
federal court in Arizona, Rev Group
and others have fi led a motion to
dismiss the case Aug. 17, which
Tann must respond to by Oct. 16.
Remedies in the cases may include
restitution for infl ated prices and de-
lays, treble damages, civil penalties,
injunctive relief against the manufac-
turers, attorneys’ fees and costs, and
others.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Lawsuit
• From page 4

ON YOURVALLEY.NET

Scottsdale Police seek 
feedback

The Scottsdale Police Depart-
ment is inviting community members 
to provide comments and feedback 
as they enter the Year 3 re-accredita-
tion review with the Commission on 
Accreditation for Law Enforcement.

To achieve accredited status, the 
Scottsdale Police Department must 
comply with 462 standards.

Read online at YourValley.net.

Scottsdale named one 
of 2026 Healthiest 100 
Workplaces in America

The City of Scottsdale has earned 
national recognition as one of the 
2026 Healthiest 100 Workplaces in 
America by Healthiest Employers, 
an awards program recognizing or-

ganizations that prioritize employee 
health and wellbeing.

Scottsdale employs more than 
2,800 people and has earned repeat-
ed recognition as one of the best 
places to work.

Read online at YourValley.net.

Olympic torch could pass 
through Valley in 2028

The Olympic torch for the 2028 
Los Angeles games will be fi rst lit as 
it always is in Greece, the birthplace 
of the Olympic Games. It will then 
travel through all 50 U.S. states for 
the fi rst time ever, en route to Los 
Angeles.

Phoenix is vying to be a part of 
that route.

Read online at YourValley.net
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A

FREE 
Estate Planning 

Law Talk

By Colton Powell, Associate Attorney
Law Office of Libby Banks
The Arizona probate process is less 
haunted house and more paperwork 
maze, but there are still plenty of rea-
sons to plan around it. You may not 
realize it, but for most people probate 
is not an “if” but a “when.” Probate 
has a bad reputation for the time it 
takes, unwanted publicity, and higher 
administration costs. Let’s explore 
why it’s usually best to avoid probate.

What is probate and what does it involve?
The probate process in Arizona is 
the court’s way of transferring title 

court will admit the will to probate 
(if there is one) and appoint someone 
to manage the estate. You should be-
ware the fact that having a will does 
not avoid probate. A will is simply 
an instruction manual for the probate 
court. 
Probate starts with an application or 

and is a matter of public record, 
meaning anyone willing to pay the 
court’s minimal fee can dig into 

appointing a personal representative 
(or executor) to manage the estate. 
Then, there is a four-month creditor 
process to determine any outstand-
ing debts of the deceased. A simple 
informal probate can take six months 
to a year to resolve, and it can stretch 
far beyond if there are extenuating 
circumstances.

Why should probate be avoided?
If the time, costs, and publicity aren’t 
enough to scare you away from 
probate, there is another horror that 

may seal the deal: a “living” pro-
bate. Without an estate plan, if you 
are ever incapacitated and unable 

probate court can intervene during 
your lifetime with guardianship and 
conservatorship proceedings. This 
is the court’s way of handling your 

Creating an estate plan centered 
around a revocable living trust allows 

by trustees and agents of your choos-
ing. You can save time, money, and 
dignity by planning for these scenar-
ios before they happen, or the court 
will do it for you.

When is probate not so spooky after all?
Probate starts to look less frightening 
when contrasted with the horrors of 
a shortcut gone wrong. For example, 

arguing over what to do with the 
property they just inherited. Joint 
bank accounts with someone other 
than a spouse can be subject to the 
lawsuits and divorces of both account 
owners up to the full value of the 
account, not just one person’s half. In 
these cases, probate’s tricks can pale 
by comparison, and creating an estate 
plan can be a real treat.

How can I protect myself from probate?
Creating an estate plan is the best 
way to protect yourself from the 

consultations for estate planning to 
advise you on the best path forward. 
Simply give us a call at 602-375-
6752, and we’ll come to the rescue!

What’s So Spooky 
About Probate?

Sponsored Content
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In 30 Minutes I Had a Plan for My Shoulder Pain that 
Didn’t Require Surgery or Pills

By Shoulder Pain Expert, Dr. Matthew 
Hernandez, Ethos Integrative Medicine

“I was losing sleep. I couldn’t get 
comfortable at night and would wake 
up constantly. That was the most frus-
trating part. Everything I was told to 
do was not helping… the pain was only 
getting worse.”

ing every option outside of surgery. A 
competitive volleyball player, ener-
getic entrepreneur, and father to two 
boys, Tim took pride in his active 

Ice packs and heat compresses 
were no longer helpful, and relying on 
pain-pills was not an option he want-
ed to take. He committed to physical 
therapy for several weeks with little 

impact, tried dry needling and corti-
sone injections without success, and 
was ultimately told by multiple doctors 
to stop all activity that aggravated his 
arm. Tim had done everything his 
insurance allowed but was still stuck at 
square one.

What The Other Doctors Missed…
Tim had fallen into what we call 

“The Gap”— where insurance-based 
care cycles with no end in sight, 
surgery isn’t an option, and waiting 
for the pain to get worse seems like 
the only choice. Most providers only 
look for what they know how to treat. 
But our comprehensive ‘Deep Dive’ 

bridge that gap for Tim.

32-point shoulder inspection, MSK 

ultrasound scan, and diagnostic injec-

SC Joint injury and quickly develop 
a targeted treatment plan to heal the 
damaged tissue.

A Comprehensive Solution, NO Surgery 
or Pills

In just 4 weeks, the pain improved 

his range of motion, sleep soundly at 
night, and return to the sport he loves:

“My body is performing better than 
before, and I have resumed playing 
volleyball — something I didn’t think 
I would ever be able to do again! If 
you’re tired of the ‘just hope for the 

and want a complete set of options, 
Ethos Integrative Medicine is the 
place to go.”

Your Next Step: The Deep Dive for a Pain-
Free Shoulder

You’re one step away from a pain-
free shoulder, too! Imagine being 
able to comfortably sleep in your side 
again, play catch with your kid, or put 
on a t-shirt without pain…

Call 480-573-6171 to schedule 
your Deep Dive with our specialists at 
Ethos Integrative Medicine and scan 

“Shoulder 
SOS: The 

Guide to 
Decoding 
Your Pain.”

Sponsored Content

EXPPERRIENNCEEE THE FRREEDDDOOM
OOF AA PPAAINN-FFRREE SSHOOOULDDER:

 

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-4  AECSPAD  29776316

Protect your family's 
financial future.
Let's talk about your options. 

Aaron J Donnelly
CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
8787 E Pinnacle Peak Rd 112
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
480-502-0091

Sophia Bachmann
Branch Office Administrator

> edwardjones.com
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Call (520) 492-0724
hearingandbraincenters.com

Request your
FREE copy of

Dr. Darrow’s Book, 
Preventing Decline

Visit:
HBCAbookoffer.com

SEPTEMBER IS HEALTHY AGING MONTH

And your hearing may play a bigger role than you think.

But when was the last time you checked your hearing 
and brain Health?

HEALTHY AGING
STARTS WITH
YOUR BRAIN.
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(480) 661-0660  •  ScottsdalePerfectSmiles.com
10565 N 114th St., Suite 105, Scottsdale, AZ 85259

• 

$$99990000
Includes comprehensive exam, 

all necessary xrays and 
oral cancer screening

Friendly, Expert Team
We are a team of skilled and compassionate 
dental professionals who are dedicated to 

providing high-quality care to our patients. 
Dr. Richard Feldhake & Associates

Exceptional Care & Support
We pride ourselves on providing exceptional care to all of 

our patients, including those with Special Needs. 

Affordable & Flexible Pricing Options
We offer a range of affordable and flexible pricing options 

to ensure that you can get the care you need without 
breaking the bank.

 Crowns and Bridges • Fillings • Root Canals  • Extractions • I.V. Sedation
Wisdom Teeth Extractions • Implants • Dentures • Partials • All on 4 Dentures

2540 W Apache Trail, Ste 104-5 
Apache Junction, AZ

(480) 545-9750www.desertthrift.org

A Treasure Hunter’s A Treasure Hunter’s 
Best Kept SecretBest Kept Secret

Jewelry •  Clothes •  Furniture •  Tools •  Artwork •  Handbags •  Books •  Home Decor...

problems, not to react. That is what 
we are working on, to solve a problem 
and that is to protect at all costs, pri-
vacy but also protect public safety,” 
she said.

ALPRs became a hot button issue 
in the Valley in August when it came 
to light that some offi  cers from dif-
ferent police departments were using 
them for reasons other than law en-
forcement purposes.

Four Valley cities have gone so far 
as to take them down.

Scottsdale Assistant Police Chiefs 
Christopher Watson and Lee Camp-
bell gave an almost hour-long presen-
tation defending the use of ALPRs.

They likened the movement call-
ing for their removal to the defund the 
police movement of 2020 and listed 
multiple instances when ALPRs were 
used successfully, including locating 
a man with dementia who had driven 

off  from his home in August. 
The Scottsdale Police have been 

using ALPRs since 2008 — when 
the council voted to use them — and 
entered into its current contract with 
the Flock  Safety company — which 
was approved administratively — in 
2023. The current contract, which 
includes 85 cameras around town, 

runs out in 2028.
“Stepping away from it would be 

a giant leap back in time, in service 
and in overall capability,” Watson 
said. “Here’s what it would mean 
for Scottsdale: Slower — leads that 
take minutes today would take hours, 
days, weeks. Costlier — you would 
have more offi  cer hours on every 
case taken from patrol time or paid 
in overtime. That eff ects the public 
in how quickly we can solve cases 
and bring them justice. Fewer cases 
solved —  that includes the 27 stolen 
vehicles that were recovered this year 
and tied to suspects.” 

He also said ALPRs actually pro-
tect people’s privacy because they 
allow offi  cers to focus on specifi c ve-
hicles. 

Watson noted that audits done 
within the police department has 
never found a single instance of 
wrongdoing in Scottsdale. Offi  cers 
need to include a plate number, a call 
for service number, the investigation 
type, who asked for it and why, when 
searching the system. 

Watson noted that only other Ar-
izona law enforcement agencies are 
able to access Scottsdale’s ALPR 
system. Federal law enforcement 
agencies and out-of-state agencies 
are not allowed to access Scottsdale’s 
system. Likewise, state legislation 
passed last year makes it illegal for 
private companies to sell the data 
they collect with third parties.

ALPRs are not facial recognition 

systems, and they are not used to
track people exercising their right to 
free speech, Watson said.

But not everyone was as friendly to 
ALPRs. 

Twenty one members of the pub-
lic spoke on the subject with eight of
them encouraging the council to stop
using ALPRs altogether.

Eric Fowler, chairman of the Mar-
icopa County Libertarian Party,
referenced a recent case in which a 
federal judge in Oklahoma called the 
use of a Flock system an “indiscrimi-
nate mass surveillance” that broke the
Fourth Amendment, which protects 
people from unreasonable searches
and seizures by the government.

Others also noted that Scotts-
dale keeps the information it gathers
through FLOCK for 185 days, when
the company’s retention recommen-
dation is 10 days. 

But Watson encouraged the coun-
cil to challenge the police’s use of the
ALPRs and ensure they are being
used properly. 

“The goal is guardrails, not elim-
ination,” Watson said, noting the
state and international associations
of chiefs of police have also recom-
mended standards on how ALPRs 
can be used.   

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters 
or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.

Cameras
• From page 1

Automatic license plate readers allow Scotts-
dale Police to solve leads in a matter of minutes 
that could take as long as weeks to solve without 
them, according to Scottsdale Assistant Chief of 
Police Christopher Watson (Independent News-
media/Jason W. Brooks)
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swer to saving the world.”
There are over 60 GiGi’s Playhous-

es across America and Mexico. The 
achievement centers are dedicated 
to improving the lives of people with 
Down syndrome by off ering services 
like occupational therapy and speech 
therapy as well as other services while 
eventually fi nding them employment 
as adults. One of the most important 
services it provides may be the chance 
to simply socialize with each other.

The Gigi’s Playhouse Phoenix is the 
21st location in the nation, which Mays 
says is serendipitous because Down 
syndrome occurs when there is a third 
chromosome in the 21st pair.

 Gigi’s Playhouse Phoenix was start-
ed by Jennifer Gage when her daugh-
ter was getting ready to graduate high 
school. There was no clear path for her 
next step so she spearheaded a start-up 

committee in 2013 and started raising 
funds

The Scottsdale location opened on 
Valentine’s Day 2015 in a single room 
and has since expanded into the two 
store fronts on either side of it to its cur-
rent size of just over 6,000 square feet. 

It provides all of its services at no cost 
to members and runs on about a $1.2 
million budget with no government 
funding — it’s all donors and grants.

The center is the only location in 
Arizona and works with approximate-
ly 1,200 families across the state. On 
any given month, there will be between 
100 and 150 active participants rang-
ing from newborns to members in their 
50s.

The playhouse is a place of joy fi lled 
with success stories.

For instance member Moria Sil-
verberg is interested in acting and was 
recently cast as a barista in the inde-
pendent fi lm “Underneath the Glittery 
Moon.”

And member Jordan Leydon was 

hired by the Phoenix Suns, got four 
other members hired by the team and 
was promoted to a full guest service 
representative. 

“He’ll take their ticket, tell them 
where the seat is,” Mays said. “He’s 
giving them eye contact and high fi ves 
every time they’re coming in, and it’s 
genuine. It’s authentic.”

Leydon loves it.
“I like meeting new people and 

helping other people,” he said. 
Leydon’s mom Christine Leydon, 

who became the Scottsdale location’s 
director of adult education a er dis-
covering GiGi’s Playhouse, is beyond 
proud of her son’s accomplishments.

“When he graduated high school, 
it was like, now what?” she said. 
“There’s nothing out there for someone 
with Down syndrome. For years I was 
searching high and low, asking what 
is going on as he regressed. Then we 
found Gigi’s Playhouse, thinking it’s 
just for the little ones like everybody 
else, but it’s an amazing adult program 

here (too). It’s changed our lives. Now 
my son’s confi dence is built back up 
and he’s met new friends here. He’s 
living his dream, working for the Suns.”

The goal at GiGi’s Playhouse isn’t 
just to fi t members into any old job they 
can fi nd. The idea is to fi nd something 
that plays to each individual’s strengths 
and interests.

“We have musicians, we have ath-
letes, we have writers, we have baris-
tas,” Mays said. “They all have their 
own interests. We help give them skills. 
We identify what their interests are 
and really send them on this journey. 
Ultimately their going to end up in our 
education (program). They’re going to 
work on resumes and job interviews. 
We’re going to get them out into the 
public.”

But members don’t graduate from 
GiGi’s Playhouse per se. They may 
develop skills and get jobs, but that 
doesn’t mean they stop coming.

“This is a life journey here,” Mays 
said.

Gigi’s
• From page 1
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Still Playing Golf, But Holding Back on Your Swing? 

SUDOKU
By Metro Creative Services

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fi ll each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can fi gure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. 

Two Ways to Get Answers
 Each month we reserve a limited 

number of TPI Golf Back & Hip Screens for golfers whose back, hip, or 
sciatica pain has lasted longer than three months. It’s one-on-one with a 
Doctor of Physical Therapy. You’ll leave knowing what may be driving your 

step isn’t with us.
Call 623-432-8311 or visit thedoctorsofpt.com/discovery-visit-golf

Not ready to come in? Request the Golf Longevity Kit: Dr. Tom’s 
bestselling book Solving the Root Cause of Pain, plus the Golf Longevity 
Guide and Scorecard, mailed to your door.

Call 623-432-8311 or visit thedoctorsofpt.com/golf-kit
The Doctors of Physical Therapy · 13880 N Northsight Blvd #109, Scottsdale · Live Life Today 

THE ACTIVE ADULTS EDITION · PART 1 OF 3: GOLFERS 

You still play. Maybe three or four times a 
week.

But something changed. You swing a little easier 
now. You think twice before you turn hard through 
the ball. You wonder how your back will feel 
tonight, or tomorrow morning when you get out 
of bed.

Nobody in your foursome says anything. But 
they’ve noticed you’re not hitting it as far. You 
think about it on the walk from the tee box back to 
the cart.

Or maybe you’ve already stopped. The clubs are 
in the garage, and you keep telling people you’ll 
get back out “once the back settles down.” You call 
it being smart. Part of you knows you’d rather be 
back on the course.

THE BACK USUALLY ISN’T WHERE 
IT STARTS
The golf swing is a rotation, and most of it should 
come from your hips and mid-back. When those 
stop turning the way they used to, from years at 
a desk, an old injury, or simply moving less, the 
swing still has to happen. So your lower back turns 
instead. It was never built for that job.

That’s how stiffness after a round becomes pain in 
the glute, the hip, or down the leg.

WHY NOTHING CARRIES OVER TO 
THE COURSE
Then come the different answers. You get stretched. 
You get a massage. It helps a little, for a day 

or two. But nothing seems to carry over to the 
course.

play less, or stop swinging so hard.

doing its job.

WHAT A TPI SCREEN LOOKS FOR
Dr. Lance Martin and our Doctors of Physical 

Performance Institute, the system used worldwide 
to evaluate how the body affects the golf swing. 
In one visit, they look at hip rotation, mid-back 
rotation, how your pelvis and spine share the 
work, your balance, and your core stability.

Dylan J., a Scottsdale golfer, had visited close to 
twenty clinics for low back and hip pain. “Now 
I can swing a golf club almost every day without 
thinking about my back.”

WHO THIS IS FOR
If back, hip, or sciatica pain has changed how you 
play, or whether you play, this is for you.

If you’ve tried stretching, massage, injections, or 
another round of therapy and it didn’t hold, this 
is for you.

If someone mentioned surgery and your gut said 
slow down, this is for you. 

Dr. Lance Martin, PT, DPT, TPI-certifi ed, checks how a golfer’s hips and back share the work of the 

swing.

“Sometimes it’s not even the pain. 
It’s the anticipation of pain.” 
— Chip H., Scottsdale golfer 

TRY THIS TONIGHT: THE HIP ROTATION CHECK

Keeping your chest tall, let both knees fall slowly to one side, then the other. If 
one side won’t go as far, or your upper body twists to help, that hip may not be 
turning, and your back may be making up for it on every swing. 

 SCAN TO 
REQUEST YOUR 

SCREEN
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Announcement

Miscellaneous

Offi ce Space

LIMITED TIME
SPECIAL

3 ROOMS FOR THE 
PRICE OF 2
See details at

unionhillscentre.com

1, 2 & 3 Room 
Suites Available

UNION HILLS 
OFFICE SUITES 

N.E. Corner of 32nd St. 
and E. Union Hills Dr.

unionhillscentre.com

Houses- Sales

Golf Cars

Buying Running & 
Non Running 

Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

Beauty Salons

LIMITED-TIME OFFER THRU NOV 30, 2026

480-945-3885 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Book Your  
Appointment Today!

VIP ROOM
✓ Custom-fitted hair systems
✓ ✓ Looks and feels like your own hair
✓ ✓ Non-surgical & non-invasive
✓ ✓ Discreet, natural and comfortable
✓ ✓ For men of all ages

20% OFF
CUSTOM UNIT

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Hearing Care

Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Consultations + 
Kitchen Designs

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$MAKE
MONEY
Advertise Now!
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Call
Today
and 
Get 

Results

888-665-3848

GREAT
RATES
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Plumbing

480-828-6779
$49

Any Drain Unclog
with Complementary

Camera Inspection

15% OFF 
First Responders
Senior & Military

$500 OFF 
Any Sewer Replacement

over $5,000

Up To

 - Water Heater Repair/Replacements & MORE!
Estimates - & 2nd Opinions - 24 HR Emergency Plumber

Locally Owned & Operated
* Terms and conditions apply. * Offers cannot be combined  ROC#355782

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

49 Years Roofing in Arizona
20 Years AZ Licensed Contractor

Residential & Commercial
New Roofs | Re-roofs | Repairs

 Call us today! 623-873-1626 • phillipsroofing.org

Licensed,  Bonded, Insured
ROC 223367 CR 42

Family Owned and Operated
FREE EstimatesOffice Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Where Quality Matters!

Shredding

• Paper
• All shredded paper 

is recycled
• Hard Drives 

in/out of Laptop/Computer
• iPads, Tablets, 

Cell Phones, Etc.

ABCO Shredding Services

602-374-4408 
www.abcoshredding.com

2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

...more than just paper shredding
• Witness the shredding 

9am-2:00pm M-F or drop 
off  9am-2:30pm

• A Certifi cate of 
Destruction is included 
on the receipt.

• Pickup Service Available

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Windows

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

 
 
 

888-665-3848

LET
THEM
KNOW
WHO
YOU
ARE
TODAY

& GET
RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

iniusa.org/classifieds

 YARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call 
888-665-3848
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%

 
O

Plus
Free Installation

20
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 10/31/26.



36  October 21-28, 2026  |  Scottsdale Independent  |  YourValley.net 

PLUMBINGHEATING COOLING NEW HVAC
SYSTEMS
as low as
$99/mo

Lifetime workmanship guarantee
on all new unit installations

• Extends Lifespan of the System

• Prevents Expensive Repairs
Disclaimer: Some restriction may apply. Please mention this ad when scheduling service. 

$ 3 9  T U N E U P
SPECIAL OFFER Benefits of A/C 

System Tune Up:

4.9 Stars | 1,500+ Reviews

QUALITY INSTALLATIONS.
Service you can Trust.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured. ROC 342520, 349214

10 YEAR WORRY FREE GUARANTEE  
ON NEW UNIT INSTALLATIONS

Disclaimer: Some restrictions apply, limited time only, call for details.
WORRY FREE

10
YEAR 

FREE SECOND OPINION
ON MAJOR REPAIRS OR REPLACEMENT

Disclaimer: Please mention this coupon when scheduling second opinion visit. Limited time only.

GIVE US A CALL AND WE’LL GIVE YOU A FREE SECOND OPINION

Not sure about the quote from the other guys? 

50% OF PROCEEDS DONATED TO 
HELP KIDS FIGHTING CANCER

480-878-3724

Scan for Scan for 
FREE Quote orFREE Quote or

Schedule ServiceSchedule Service

END OF SEASON 
INVENTORY BLOWOUT SPECIALS

Call for details. Limited time only.

No Interest No Payments 
until 2027* 

New Systems. Installed. 
*On approved credit. Expires 10-31-2026.

$

★ ★ ★ ★ ★★
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