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By Stacy Mantle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Litchfi eld Elementary School 
District offi  cials are warning that a 
November ballot measure aimed at 
putting more education dollars into 
classroom instruction could instead 
force districts to reconsider spending 
on transportation, student support, 
maintenance and other services that 
keep schools operating.

The Litchfi eld Elementary 
School District governing board 
received an extensive presentation 
Sept. 8 on Proposition 320, which 
would require certain Arizona 
school districts to spend at least 60% 
of their operational expenditures on 
what the measure calls “direct in-
structional expenses.”

Litchfi eld would be subject to 
the requirement. Under the Arizo-
na Auditor General’s current ac-
counting methodology, the district 

Prop. 320 
could force 

schools 
to rethink 
spending

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Hundreds of residents and local leaders streamed 
through the new Hilltop Theatre and Concert Hall in 
Litchfield Park Oct. 1, getting their first close-up look 
at a venue designed to bring professional entertain-
ment and arts education together in the West Valley.

The grand-opening celebration included live mu-
sic, a roaming magician, appetizers and a bar. During 

a self-guided tour, guests explored the auditorium, 
backstage areas and dressing rooms before heading 
upstairs to an art gallery and a soon-to-open Modern 
Grind coffee shop.

“It’s beautiful,” said Mary Beth Kelly, who moved 
into nearby La Loma Village with her husband, Tom, 
eight months ago.

The theater, 5356 N. Litchfield Road, is part of 

Old Town Love members Julianne and Dennis Williams perform beside illuminated Hilltop letters during the grand-opening celebration for the Hilltop 
Theatre and Concert Hall Oct. 1, 2026, in Litchfi eld Park. (Noah Flug/Independent Newsmedia)

Hilltop Theatre opens its doors
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© 2026 City of Hope

Angela
City of Hope Patient

Ending cancer starts with Hope

CityofHope.org/Arizona | 844-601-HOPE (4673)

E N D I N G  B R E A ST  C A N C E R 
STA R T S  W I T H  H O P E

Our singular focus on cancer
leads to superior outcomes.

Angela, a motorcycle rider and rock climber, refused to let breast 

cancer slow her down. Today, she’s back to living at full speed.

At City of Hope, we know every patient is different. That’s why our 

breast cancer specialists create a plan designed around you, with 

access to leading-edge treatments, clinical trials and compassionate 

support — and the goal of getting you back to the life you love.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

News in Brief AWARD

Sun Health gives $161,000 
to Heritage Center

A $161,000 donation from Sun 
Health will help the P.W. Litch-
field Heritage Center move into 
Paul W. Litchfield’s historic hill-
top home, giving the museum 
more room for exhibits, visitors 
and school groups.

Sun Health presented the gi  
Sept. 27 as the center marked its 
25th anniversary with volunteers, 
supporters and local offi  cials from 
across the southwest Valley. 

The money will support the cen-
ter’s move from its current museum 
in Aunt Mary’s house to the Litch-
fi eld-Denny home on the Rancho 
La Loma Hilltop.

The organization began as the 
Litchfi eld Park Historical Society 
in 2001. It moved into Aunt Mary’s 
house in 2008, opened the muse-
um there in 2012 and adopted its 
current name in 2023 to refl ect its 
growing regional role.

Read more online: YourValley.
net/litchfi eld-park-independent.

Excitement ignites over 
proposed Goodyear Fire 
Resource facility

The Goodyear City Council re-
ceived an update on development 
plans for a new 30,000-square-foot 
Fire Resource Management Facil-
ity, which will be on city-owned 
property, centrally located to the 
fl eet building.

Providing easy access for the fi re 
crews citywide, the proposed fi re 
resource management facility was 
discussed during a worksession at 
the Sept. 14 regular meeting where 
Fire Chief Paul Luizzi and Deputy 
Fire Chief Tim Wayne gave details 
about the project’s designing and 
building schedule and budget. 

When Goodyear voters approved 
a $232 million general obligation 
bond initiative in November 2023, 
they authorized $80 million in fund-
ing for Public Safety facilities.

Read more online: YourValley.
net/litchfi eld-park-independent.

P.W. Litchfi eld Heritage Center board members and supporters pose with a ceremonial $161,000 
donation check from Sun Health during the center’s 25th anniversary celebration Sept. 27 in Litch-
fi eld Park. (Independent Newsmedia/Noah Flug)

• See Community on page 19 By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

When Victor Muro learned he 
received a $2,000 scholarship from 
the PebbleCreek Irish American 
Club, the first thing he did was call 
his mother.

“She was all happy for me and 
started crying,” Muro said. “And 
to say that I earned it myself, that’s 
what I like the most.”

Muro, the first in his family to 
attend college, is attending Ari-
zona State University. The award 
helped him buy a laptop and cover 
other school expenses. He plans to 
become a licensed civil engineer, 
building on the experience he 
gained through his father’s con-
struction company.

Muro was one of nine Millenni-
um High School graduates selected 
from 17 applicants this year. Each 
received $2,000. The club also 
allocated $8,000 for scholarships 
to West-MEC students pursuing 
trade and technical careers.

Ric Sarro, the club’s vice presi-
dent, cultural director and scholar-
ship committee chair, said 12 com-
mittee members worked in four 
teams to review applicants. They 
considered academics, commu-
nity involvement and leadership, 
financial need and personal drive. 
Applicants also had to research 
college costs to determine the gap 
they needed to fill.

“We’re really looking to help 

From left, PebbleCreek Irish American Club scholarship recipients Victor Muro, Jahmaria Flowers and 
Danielle Grumbling stand with a club representative and scholarship committee chair Ric Sarro during 
a 2026 awards ceremony. The club awarded nine $2,000 scholarships to Millennium High School 
graduates. (Submitted Photo/Ric Sarro)

Irish Club scholarships 
help grads start college

• See Scholarships on page 21
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Yes, I will do my part to help my community 
become a safe place for people to engage 
in civil discourse about public issues. Visit 
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/.

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Litchfield Park City Council 
voted unanimously Sept. 16 to ap-
prove a contract for the next phase 
of work at Hilltop Park, though city 
officials stressed that more work 
will need to be done.

“This is not completing the 
park,” City Manager Matthew Wil-
liams told council members.

The contract, approved for a 
maximum of $4.6 million, covers 
what staff described as “Phase 1A” 
of the park. Williams said the city 
already had slightly more than $2 
million allocated, meaning coun-
cil only had to approve about $2.6 
million in additional funding this 
time.

The approved work includes site 
grading, utility construction, path-
ways, landscaping and irrigation, 
masonry, electrical work, fire ac-
cess improvements and ADA park-
ing upgrades near the historic area.

 City Planner Randy Proch 
walked council members through a 
map of planned improvements, say-
ing the work is meant to set up “fu-
ture success.”

Councilmember Suzanne Allen 
asked how soon work could start 
and whether staff could prioritize 
pieces needed for park operations. 
Proch said the contractor was “very 
excited” and wanted to start work 
quickly, though coordination with 
utility providers, including Liberty 
and APS, could affect the timeline.

In other business, the council 
approved a conditional use permit 
allowing T-Mobile equipment on 
an existing disguised cell tower, or 
“monopalm,” on the hill. The site 
is leased to American Tower Co. 

and the lease allows the company to 
seek co-location partners.

The council also tabled a pro-
posed rezoning related to the Tierra 
Verde shopping center until its next 
regular meeting. Proch said the ap-
plicant had not agreed to proposed 
conditions, including a develop-
ment agreement and parking provi-
sions.

Council members also introduced 
Ordinance 26-304, a gift policy re-
quired under the city charter. City 
Attorney Joseph Estes advised offi-
cials not to let developers, or others 
with city business, pay for meals.

“We’re just trying to be very 
transparent with this,” Estes said.

The council also approved fund-
ing for sidewalk panel replacement 
after city engineer Keith Drunasky 
said a citywide evaluation found 
259 panels with accessibility con-
cerns.

Mayor Thomas Schoaf was ada-
mant the city has a responsibility to 
fix sidewalks that could cause falls.

“It’s our responsibillty, as a coun-
cil, if we’ve been informed there are 
panels that could cause someone to 
fall, we need to fix it,” Schoaf said.

The next Litchfield Park City 
Council meeting is scheduled for 7 
p.m., Oct. 21, in the Litchfield Park 
Community Room, 101 W. Wig-
wam Blvd.

Litchfi eld Park council approves 
$4.6M Hilltop Park contract

City Planner Randy Proch describes planned work at Hilltop Park during a Litchfi eld Park City Council 
meeting Wednesday, Sept. 16. (Noah Flug/Independent Newsmedia)
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NEXT-GENERATION 
AIAI HEARING
HAS ARRIVED.

INTRODUCING THE

SigniaMaXSigniaMaX
THE WORLD’S MOST 
ADVANCED AI 
HEARING PLATFORM

SPECIAL OFFER
SEE INSIDE FOR

DETAILS!
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INTRODUCTORY 
SPECIAL!

* If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must 
be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is 
based on the manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this 
offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or 
special pricing.

The first hearing aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
a revolutionary new multi-dimensional AI system that understands 
conversations and adapts to every moment in real time.

g aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
y new multi-dimensional AI system that understands 
and adapts to every moment in real time.

Signia MaX
AI THAT FOCUSES ON THE 
CONVERSATIONS THAT MATTER.

97% Hear Clearer with MaX
• AI trained using 40 million sound samples spanning 11 languages, six music genres, and thousands of real voices and listening environments.
• Adapts to changing conversations in just 0.01 seconds.
• 4 AI neural networks working together in real time

Acoustic Intelligence
Acoustic Intelligence redefines AI in 
hearing aids - understanding multi-
dimensional sound to adapt to the full 
moment, not just the noise.

Multi-adaptive Xperience
Signia MaX is the multi-adaptive 
platform built for contribution in 
group conversations everywhere, 
powered by Acoustic Intelligence.

Signia Assistant
Signia Assistant now supports 
natural language troubleshooting, 
ensuring professional care between 
appointments and reducing 
unnecessary follow-ups.

Monday, 
October 26th til 

Friday, October 30th

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE

FREE*

Try before you buy! Absolutely free for 45 days! 
NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

50%OFF!
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DON’T MISS OUR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

FEEL CONFIDENT IN 
EVERY CONVERSATION.

TRY THE NEW
Signia MaX

FOR 45 DAYS,

5-DAY SPECIAL EVENT
Monday, October 26th til Friday, October 30th

ABSOLUTELY 
FREE

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

FREE 
DEVICE TUNE-UP

Verify that your 
current hearing aids 

work properly.

FREE 
HEARING EXAM

It is important to 
have your hearing 
checked annually.

FREE 
VIDEO OTOSCOPY

Ensure that your 
hearing loss isn’t just 

earwax buildup!

OTHER 
DIGITAL 
SPECIALS

The Lowest-Cost 
Digital Hearing Aids 
Available Anywhere 

(Up to 40db Loss)

100% Digital 
Open-Fit BTE
(Behind-the-Ear) 

WAS

NOW $395/ EA

100% 
Digital ITE
(In-the-Ear) 

WAS
$995

NOW $395/ EA
100% 
Digital CIC
(Completely-in-Canal)

WAS 100% 
Micro CIC
(Completely-in-Canal) 

WAS 
$1995

$795

$995 

NOW $495/ EA NOW $595/ EA
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL!
Monday, October 26th til Friday, October 30th

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on

Purchase required. Full refund upon return within 45 days. No service or restocking fees. Customer is responsible for loss or damage.

2 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Surprise

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106
In Bashas’ Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry

(623) 269-8067
Goodyear

15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105
In Parkway Village Plaza - In between Pizza Hut and Motor Vehicle Services

(623) 253-0369

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE FREE* 

(  PAIR PRICING )
• If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is based on the 
manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or special pricing. 

50% 0FF

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!
We’ll test you for FREE and fit you with

PURE 
Charge&Go MaX

for a 45-day trial period
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

2 VALLEY LOCA

manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be

FREE 
HEARING 

EXAM! 
no cost, no obligation

WE FIT & SERVICE THE WORLD’S BEST HEARING AIDS

Voted #1 Hearing Aid 
Center in Arizona
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trict spent about $61.6 million of its 
$107 million in operational spending 
on instruction in fi scal year 2025, or 
57.5%.

That is above the 51.8% average 
for Litchfi eld’s peer districts, Chief 
Financial Offi  cer Michael Vaughn 
told the board.

“We’re in a much better position 
than most districts,” Vaughn said.

However, one of the biggest ques-
tions surrounding the proposition is 
what will ultimately count toward the 
60% requirement.

The measure directs the Arizona 
Auditor General to defi ne “direct 
instructional expenses” and “oper-
ational spending.” For its analysis, 
Litchfi eld used the Auditor General’s 
existing instruction category as the 
closest available estimate.

“This is a planning assumption,” 
Vaughn said. “We’re not saying that 
the Auditor General will ultimately 
use this exact defi nition.”

The distinction matters because 
the Auditor General currently con-
siders instruction, student support 
and instructional support to be “class-
room spending,” but only the in-
struction category is included when 
calculating a district’s instructional 
percentage.

That means expenses for nurses, 
psychologists, speech services, occu-
pational and physical therapy, behav-
ioral support, instructional coaches, 
curriculum, professional develop-
ment and some special education ser-
vices can be considered classroom 
spending without being classifi ed as 
instruction.

“These are accounting classifi ca-
tions,” Vaughn said. “They tell us 
where spending is categorized for re-
porting purposes. They do not neces-
sarily tell us whether the spending is 

important to students or necessary to 
operate our schools.” 

District sees few easy cuts
If Proposition 320 passes, districts 

below 60% would not have to reach 
the threshold immediately. Beginning 
in fi scal year 2027-28, they would 
generally have to increase the percent-
age devoted to direct instructional 
expenses by at least half a percentage 
point annually until reaching the re-
quired level.

Litchfi eld had about $45.4 million 
in fi scal 2025 operational spending 
outside the Auditor General’s instruc-
tion category, but Vaughn cautioned 
against interpreting that amount as 
money available for cuts.

“$45.4 million outside instruction 
does not mean $45.4 million was dis-
cretionary,” he said. “Much of that 
spending supports services that are 
required, operationally necessary, or 
directly connected to the student ex-
perience.” 

The district also may have less 
room to fi nd savings than the numbers 
suggest. According to the district’s 
presentation, the Auditor General 
already rates Litchfi eld’s administra-
tive spending as “very low” compared 

with peers and its transportation costs 
as “low,” while plant operations are 
comparable.

“There may not be one large cate-
gory that can simply be reduced with-
out creating an impact somewhere 
else,” Vaughn said. 

About 81% of the district’s main-
tenance and operations spending goes 
toward employee salaries and benefi ts. 
Vaughn said signifi cant changes in the 
district’s spending mix therefore could 
aff ect staffi  ng, staffi  ng models or how 
services are delivered.

Among the possibilities the district 
could have to evaluate are changes to 
general education are transportation, 
instructional coaching and profession-
al development, custodial and main-
tenance service levels, administration 
and student support services.

Vaughn stressed those were exam-
ples rather than proposed cuts.

Board members criticize proposal
Board members expressed concerns 

about the proposition, particularly be-
cause some expenditures outside the 
instruction category are legally re-
quired or essential to operating schools.

Board member Melissa Zuidema 
questioned how districts could reduce 

spending in areas such as special edu-
cation while continuing to meet federal 
and state requirements.

Vaughn cautioned that Proposition 
320 does not prohibit spending on spe-
cial education.

“What I am trying to show is, if you 
were to shi  spending from other cate-
gories to instruction, these are the cate-
gories that your options are in,” he said. 
“In many of those categories, there are 
legal requirements for us to maintain 
that spending.” 

Board member Michele Wallace 
called the measure “very misleading to 
the voter,” arguing that expenses falling 
outside the instruction category are still 
being used to educate and support stu-
dents.

Board member Scott Mikes ques-
tioned the origin of the 60% threshold 
and the uncertainty surrounding the 
defi nition of direct instruction.

“We have an arbitrary number 
that has been used in this proposition 
of 60% with a vague term for direct 
instruction, which is then le  up for 
somebody to come along and decide 
whatever they feel like it to mean,” he 
said. 

Penalties could compound problem
Proposition 320 includes escalating 

reductions to Classroom Site Fund al-
locations for districts that fail to meet its 
requirements.

Vaughn said losing that funding 
could create a compounding prob-
lem: A penalty would reduce money 
already counted as instruction, poten-
tially requiring the district to shi  even 
more spending to reach the required 
percentage.

Using fi scal 2025 spending as an 
illustration, the district estimated it 
would need to shi  about $2.6 million 
to reach 60%. That amount could in-
crease substantially if Classroom Site 
Fund penalties were imposed.

Arizona voters will decide Proposi-
tion 320 in the Nov. 3 general election.

FROM THE COVER
320
• From page 1

Litchfi eld Elementary School District students wait for a bus to take them home. District offi  cials are 
looking at ways to adjust its spending if Proposition 320 passes in November. (LESD)
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BUSINESS

News in Brief

Six new tenants sign leases 
at Goodyear’s GSQ

Six additional retailers, restau-
rants and service businesses have 
signed leases at GSQ, the 150-acre 
mixed-use development surround-
ing Goodyear Civic Square.

V’s Barber Shop is scheduled to 
open in October on the develop-
ment’s north side. Sephora, J.Crew 
Factory, Lovesac, Postino and Mex-
ican fusion restaurant Miel de Agave 
are expected to follow in 2027. 

Cavender’s Boot City 
coming to Goodyear

Cavender’s Boot City plans to 
open its fi rst Goodyear store Oct. 9 
at Market at Estrella Falls, the com-

pany announced.
The 15,086-square-foot store at 

1805 N. Pebble Creek Parkway will 
be the western wear retailer’s fi  h 
location in Arizona. 

Hours will be 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Mon-
day-Saturday and 11 a.m-6 p.m. 
Sunday.

AEO opens distribution 
center in Goodyear

AEO, the company behind 
American Eagle and Aerie, marked 
the opening of its new Goodyear 
distribution center with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony Sept. 15.

The facility expands the retail-
er’s distribution network in the 
western United States. 

AEO stated the center will help 
shorten delivery times to custom-
ers and stores while creating local 
jobs.

Goodyear Mayor Joe Pizzillo 
and West Valley Regional Chamber 
President and CEO Jeff rey Campos 
attended the ceremony with com-
pany leaders, employees and local 
economic development representa-
tives.

An aerial photo shows Trader Joe’s, the GSQ en-
trance and construction underway at the 150-
acre mixed-use development near McDowell 
Road and Bullard Avenue in Goodyear. (Submit-
ted Photo/J. Lauren PR)

AEO leaders and Goodyear offi  cials cut a ribbon Sept. 15, 2026, to mark the opening of the compa-
ny’s new distribution center in Goodyear. (Photo Credit/ Rosalynn Bechtel)

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The West Valley Regional Chamber 
named its 2026 award recipients  Sept. 
11, recognizing businesses, nonprofi ts, 
schools and community leaders during 
its annual Awards Gala at The Wig-
wam in Litchfi eld Park.

Chamber President and CEO Jef-
frey Campos told attendees the re-
gion’s growth is driven by the people 
and organizations willing to invest in 
the West Valley.

“Our region continues to grow, and 
with the growth comes incredible op-
portunities,” Campos said. “It’s the 
business owners who take a chance and 
build something from the ground up. It’s 
the organizations and individuals who 
continue to invest their time and ener-
gy.”

Alice Cooper’s Solid Rock Teen 
Centers received the Community 
Impact Award. Helping One Wom-
an Goodyear and Northwest Valley 
YMCA were the other fi nalists.

PepsiCo was named Corporate 
Advocate of the Year, selected from a 
fi eld that also included Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Sun Health.

Tolleson Elementary School Dis-
trict received the Education Partner of 

the Year Award. Arizona State Univer-
sity and West-MEC were also fi nalists.

The Wigwam, which hosted the 
gala, received the Excellence in Business 
Award. Credit Union West and Modern 
Grind rounded out the category.

Arizona Public Service and Salt Riv-
er Project shared the Industrial Impact 
Award, with AES also named a fi nalist.

Goodyear Mayor Joe Pizzillo was 
named Outstanding Public Offi  cial. 
El Mirage Councilmember Ryan El-
dridge and Surprise Councilmember 
Nick Haney were the other fi nalists.

“When I heard I won this award I 
thought to myself, fi nally,” Pizzillo 
joked while accepting the award.

The Rising Star Award went to the 
COSIC Education Foundation. Desert 
Lights and Somos Al Natural La Mi-
choacana were the other fi nalists.

Serina Valdez received the Spirit 
of the Chamber Award, selected from 
a fi eld that also included Greg Garcia 
and Rob Lamb.

To close the ceremony, the chamber 
presented its President’s Award to Bri-
an Ellison of Black Box Consulting.

Editors note: Independent Newsmedia 
is a member of the West Valley Regional 
Chamber.

West Valley Regional Chamber 
announces 2026 gala winners

West Valley Regional Chamber President and CEO Jeff rey Campos speaks to attendees before the 
awards presentation at the chamber’s annual Awards Gala on Friday, Sept. 11, 2026, at The Wigwam 
in Litchfi eld Park. (Independent Newsmedia/Noah Flug)
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Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

PROTECT
WHAT YOU’VE BUILT.

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

Don’t Leave Your
Family Guessing.

Living Trusts & Estate Planning

A Living Trust can help
you avoid probate, organize

your estate and make
your wishes clear.

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323

99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

YOUR HOME.
YOUR SAVINGS.
YOUR LEGACY.

Authorized Club Car
Dealer

1975-2026 ... SERVING THE VALLEY OVER
50 YEARS! 

Sun City/Youngtown • 623-977-3100 

Sun City West • 623-584-0591 

Goodyear  623-536-5625

Scottsdale  480-6590-1427

SOUTHWEST SOUTHWEST
GOLF CARSGOLF CARS

2027 MODELS IN STOCK NOW2027 MODELS IN STOCK NOW

AMERICAN MADEAMERICAN MADE
80% American Parts80% American Parts

100% American Labor100% American Labor

New • Used • Rebuilt
Gas & Electric Cars

Sales • Repair • Service • Parts • Accessories 
Factory Trained Technicians • Batteries • Pick Up & Delivery

AS LOW AS 0% PLUS FEES
OAC THRU SHEFFIELD FINANCIALFINANCING AVAILABLE
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Your West Valley
Lawyers for
Over 48 Years

Hilltop
• From page 1

new Hilltop School for the Arts op-
erated by the Agua Fria Union High 
School District. 

The venue will host student pro-
ductions, concerts, fi lm screenings, 
community events and private func-
tions.

The campus sits at the base of 
the city’s historic 21-acre La Loma 
Homestead, once the retreat of Li-
tchfi eld Park founder Paul W. Litch-
fi eld. It is part of a broader eff ort to 
transform the property into a center 
for arts, education, culture and local 
history. 

“Agua Fria District came to us in 
the summer of 2024 with this idea of 
this campus,” Litchfi eld Park Plan-
ning Director Randy Proch said. “To 
go from mapping sketches to reality is 
unbelievable.”

Litchfi eld Park Councilmember 
Suzanne Allen said watching the proj-
ect rise from the ground made the 
opening especially meaningful.

“To know that the kids in our 

community are going to benefi t from 
this amazing high school next door 
and concert hall, it’s just a really spe-
cial opportunity and moment for our 
city,” Allen said.

Upstairs, Modern Grind founder 
and owner Daphnie Kelly introduced 
guests to a coff ee shop surrounded by 
student artwork.

“It was just the right fi t,” Kelly said. 
“It was just so cool to get this oppor-
tunity to be in something so unique.”

Modern Grind plans to operate 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. daily and during theater 
events. Kelly said the location will 
make nearly all its food, syrups and 
sauces from scratch and roast coff ee 
on-site.

Goodyear Mayor Joe Pizzillo also 
praised the fi nished venue.

“They did a heck of a job,” Pizzillo 
said.

The theater’s fi rst major ticket-
ed concert is scheduled for Oct. 10, 
when the Righteous Brothers bring 
their farewell tour to Litchfi eld Park.

“I’m looking forward to the 10th 
with the Righteous Brothers,” Pizzillo 
said.

FROM THE COVER

Modern Grind employees serve samples to guests inside the theater’s second-fl oor art gallery during 
the Hilltop Theatre and Concert Hall open house Oct. 1, 2026, in Litchfi eld Park. (Noah Flug/Indepen-
dent Newsmedia)
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THE WEST VALLEY’S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM!

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLAY!

Garage Door Tune-Up
Inspection, Lubrication, 
and Minor Adjustments.

$39
HALLOWEEN SERVICE SPECIAL

Valid only within our designated service area. Please contact us to confirm eligibility. Must present coupon. Can’t 
combine with other advertised offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

$200 OFF
Any Steel-backed Insulated 

16’ x 7’ Garage Door

7’ DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

$499NOW 
ONLY!

Plus Tax &
Installation

Model 2220L-7’ DC
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offers. Prices subject to change after 10/31/26.

16 x 7 Garage Doors
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& reconnecting existing opener.
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Installed.
Plus tax.
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By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Goodyear police are asking the public 
to submit photos, videos or information 
regarding an Aug. 15 house party where 
19-year-old Jaguar Williams was fatal-
ly shot, with a reward of up to $10,000 
available for information leading to an 
arrest.

Police said the party was advertised on 
social media and drew about 100 people 
from across the Valley, including Queen 
Creek and Scottsdale. Investigators said 
attendees recorded an altercation that 
preceded the shooting and have seen im-
ages of people holding up their phones as 
it unfolded.

 “We’ve seen clips of people holding 
up phones right at the time that this took 
place; however that information has not 
been shared with us,” Goodyear Sgt. 
Mayra Reeson said.

Goodyear Police Chief Brian Issitt 
said detectives have pursued leads since 

Williams’ death, but need more informa-
tion to advance the investigation.

“No piece of information is too small,” 
Issitt said. “What may seem insignifi cant 
to you could be the piece of evidence that 
helps us understand what happened and 
identify the suspect responsible.”

Offi  cers responded just a er 1:50 a.m. 
Aug. 15 to numerous reports of gunfi re 
near West Sells Drive and Turney Ave-
nue. They arrived to fi nd people fl eeing 
on foot and in vehicles.

Police said an altercation occurred in 
front of the home as the party was end-
ing, followed by gunfi re. Investigators be-
lieve multiple people fi red weapons.

According to police, Williams and 
his girlfriend became separated as peo-
ple fl ed. They reunited a er the gunfi re 
stopped and le  in her vehicle.

When Williams’ girlfriend realized 
he had been shot, she fl agged down a 
responding offi  cer near Loop 303 and 
West Indian School Road. Offi  cers ren-
dered aid before Williams was taken to a 
hospital, where he later died. 

Williams’ maternal grandmother, 
who asked not to be named because of 
privacy concerns, said she had raised him 
since he was fi ve, a er his mother died.

She described him as kind and com-

passionate, and said he planned on study-
ing business at Arizona State University.

“Someone knows what happened. 
Someone knows who killed him,” she 
said. “Our family deserves answers. Jag-
uar deserves justice. Please do not stay 
silent.”

Goodyear Police Detective Mike 
Fisher, who works with Silent Witness, 
a nonprofi t that allows people to anony-
mously submit tips to law enforcement, 
said tips are encrypted and police do 
not receive any identifying information 
about tipsters. He pleaded with the pub-
lic to send any information they may 
have.

“It’s been over a month now, and 
we’re waiting for that one call, that one 
tip, and we’re going to work it regardless 
of how insignifi cant it may be,” Fisher 
said.

Tips can be submitted anonymously 
at 480-WITNESS (480-948-6377) or 
silentwitness.org.

Goodyear police seek public’s help in teen homicide case

Jaguar Williams during a February 2024 visit to 
Wildlife World Zoo. Williams, 19, died after being 
shot Aug. 15 at a house party in Goodyear. (Photo 
courtesy/Goodyear Police)
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SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

In a fragmented culture,
matters more.���������

Open Enrollment is Nov. 2- Dec. 31, 2026.

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Supporters of Litchfield Park’s 
72-year-old Scout Lodge will invite 
the public inside Oct. 31 as they 
seek money, materials and labor for 
a $1.2 million replacement in near-
by Scout Park.

The current lodge at 299 W. 
Fairway Drive was built in 1954 by 
town founder Paul W. Litchfield 
for Troop 90, according to Mere-
deth Stucky, president of Litchfield 
Park Scout Lodge Preservation Inc.

Stucky said Troops 90 and 99 
serve nearly 200 youths combined, 
and that Girl Scout and Cub Scout 
groups also use the building.

The city eventually envisions a 
parking garage on the lodge site, 
but City Manager Matthew Wil-
liams said no governing body has 

formally approved demolition of the 
existing scout lodge. 

The city owns the existing lodge 
and land, but a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the scouting orga-
nization calls for the old lodge to 
remain until a replacement is built.

“The scouts have to have a place 
to meet,” Williams said.

No final agreement for the re-
placement lodge has been made. 
Under the current proposal, the 
city would retain ownership of the 
Scout Park land and the scouting 
organization would own the build-
ing through a long-term lease.

Stucky said organizers consid-
ered moving the existing building, 
but learned that relocation would 
be risky and more expensive than 
starting over. 

Scouts seek community support for new lodge

Scouts and adult leaders with Litchfi eld Park’s Troop 90 pose outside the current Scout Lodge. Troop 
90 was chartered in 1929 for families working at Goodyear Farms. (Submitted Photo/Meredeth 
Stucky)• See Scouts on page 17



“A group of us just decided that 
it was time to build a designated 
Scout lodge that was owned by the 
Scouts,” Stucky said. “So we’re 
pretty excited.”

Plans for the new lodge include a 
2,060-square-foot meeting hall, plus 
a covered patio and a 1,067-square-
foot garage with two trailer doors. 

Stucky said organizers have 
raised about $440,000 in in-kind 
donations and commitments from 
various local contractors for the 
new lodge. She hopes donated la-
bor and materials will cover at least 
70% of the project.

Work on the building’s dry shell, 
once targeted for early 2027, could 
be delayed depending on fundrais-
ing, she said. 

Joni Sheesley, whose two sons 

are scouts, said her older son was 
disappointed about losing the lodge 
where he earned his merit badges 
but looks forward to the replace-
ment.

“We can move the history over 
and have something that’s more 
streamlined for what our needs are,” 
Sheesley said.

The Litchfield Park Scout Lodge 
Town Hall is scheduled for 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31, at the 
lodge. Visitors can tour the build-
ing, walk through a full-scale out-
line of the proposed lodge and meet 
local scouts.

Organizers also plan to offer 
bricks near the current lodge’s flag-
pole for $100, including personal-
ized engraving, with the bricks in-
tended for a walkway or entrance at 
the new lodge. 

Parking will be available at The 
Church at Litchfield Park, 300 N. 
Old Litchfield Road.
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The current Litchfi eld Park Scout Lodge at 299 W. Fairway Drive. The city has identifi ed the property 
as the site of a possible future parking garage, although demolition has not been formally approved. 
(Noah Flug/Independent Newsmedia)

Scouts
• From page 16
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REAL ESTATE

Greater Phoenix housing 
market holds year-to-date 
gains through soft August

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Closed residential sales were down 
throughout Greater Phoenix in August, 
but experts say the dip fi ts the season 
as one of the slowest months in Arizona 
real estate.

Sammy Glassman, board president 
of Phoenix Realtors, said even with 
slower buyer activity, fewer sellers 
entered the market in August, which 
helped to keep inventory relatively 
balanced. Months supply of inventory 
rose only slightly from 3.9 to 4 months, 
and August closed out with more than 
20,000 homes for buyers to consider, 
she said.

“With that many homes on the mar-

ket, one would think that it’s not a good 
time to sell,” Glassman said. “Howev-

er, even though August 
was a so  month, over 
8,000 homes were in the 
process of being sold or 
closed during the month. 
That’s more than a third 
of the housing inventory 
that will be off  the mar-

ket and needs to be replaced with new 
listings.”

Greater Phoenix and the West Val-
ley overall outpaced the rest of the 
country, according to data from Phoe-
nix Realtors.

Nationally, home sales dipped 1.7% 
from the previous month, while year-
to-date sales were up 2.4%.

“Looking at the year-to-date num-
bers, homes are selling in the market,” 

Glassman said. 
Here is a breakdown of individual 

West Valley cities.

Goodyear
Charles Barrett, Phoenix Realtors 

member and spokesperson, said Good-
year and Litchfi eld Park numbers tell 
him buyers are still paying for homes 
they believe are worth it, 
and “sellers aren’t des-
perate… yet.”

In Goodyear, pend-
ing sales are down 
24.1% from last August, 
and new listings are up 
8.6%. 

“If you are a sell-
er, that’s more competition,” Barrett 
said. “Homes are also taking about two 
weeks longer to sell. But the median 
price is up 1.3%, and sellers are still 

getting 98.9% of their list price, the ex-
act same as a year ago. Buyers are more 
selective now. They are still paying for 
the house they deem ‘worth it,’ Barrett 
said. 

Litchfi eld Park
Litchfi eld Park had a so  August, 

with pending sales down big year over 
year 58.8%, and the median price 
down 9.7% from last year. 

At fi rst, this looks concerning for a 
homeowner, but there is something 
diff erent about Litchfi eld Park, Barrett 
said. 

“The homes are larger than most 
homes in Maricopa County, the aver-
age closed home has nearly four bed-
rooms and is 2,700 square feet, and 
they sit at a higher price point also. A 
diff erent kind of home means a diff er-
ent kind of seller,” he said.

Southwest Valley residential real estate round up

Sammy 
Glassman

Charles Barrett



Litchfi eld Park commission 
backs Oct. 24 volunteer
cleanup

Members of the Litchfi eld Park 
Recreation and Public Grounds Com-
mission will help to organize a com-
munity cleanup event Oct. 24 a er a 
resident requested a local volunteer 
opportunity for National Make a Dif-
ference Day.

The commission unanimously ap-
proved participating in the eff ort during 
its Sept. 10 meeting. Exact project and 
registration details remain in the works.

Community and Recreation Ser-
vices Director Tricia Kramer said the 
idea came from a Litchfi eld Park resi-
dent who volunteered at similar events 
in Goodyear and wanted an opportuni-
ty to serve closer to home.

Staff  proposed a short Satur-
day-morning event modeled loosely 
on the city’s spring orange tree glean-
ing events. Commissioners suggested 
helping recruit and greet volunteers, 
making announcements and directing 
participants to volunteer sites.

Read more online: YourValley.net/
litchfi eld-park-independent.

Abrazo West to mark 10 years 
of trauma care with free
SafetyFest

Abrazo West Campus will mark 10 
years of providing trauma services in 
the West Valley with a free community 
SafetyFest 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, Oct. 
31.

The event will be held in the hospi-
tal’s east parking lot at 13677 W. Mc-
Dowell Road. It will focus on injury 
prevention, emergency preparedness 
and community safety.

Activities will include emergency 
response demonstrations, hands-on 
activities and programs for children 
and families. Attendees can also meet 

emergency care teams and local fi rst 
responders.

Goodyear a fi nalist for 2026
human resources award

The city of Goodyear has been 
named a fi nalist for a 2026 McLean & 
Company Excellence Award, its fi rst 
time receiving the distinction.

Goodyear was selected in the HR 
Management & Governance Excel-
lence Award category from hundreds 
of submissions. The city stated the rec-
ognition highlights its use of diagnostic 
tools to assess alignment, eff ectiveness 
and accountability within its human 
resources team.

City offi  cials stated those fi ndings 
have been used to improve HR oper-
ations, employee morale and reduce 
turnover.

Andretti off ers October
discounts to Arizona teachers

Teachers in Litchfi eld Park and 
Goodyear can receive discounts 
throughout October at both Andretti 
Indoor Karting & Games locations in 
Glendale and Chandler.

Educators who present a valid 
school ID will receive 20% off  Start-
ing Line purchases, bowling, food and 
nonalcoholic beverages.

The Glendale location is at 6263 N. 
99th Ave., and the Chandler location is 
at 1712 S. Cooper Road.
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Goodyear
13824 W McDowell Rd, Ste 106 

Goodyear AZ 85395

(623) 547-7415 

Glendale
5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103 

Glendale 85308
(602) 938-9866 

Surprise
15332 W Bell Rd, Ste 121

Surprise, AZ 85374
(623) 200-5441

Peoria
24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 

Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383
623-850-8884

Buckeye
20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101

Buckeye, AZ 85326
623-335-9490

Phoenix North
Coming Soon

1710 W Happy Valley Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85085

$5 Off $30
Expires 10/31/26. Not valid online or on the 
Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one 
(1) offer per coupon per day. Decorations 
not included. Offer applies to cake products 
only.  Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes® 
bakery listed when you show this offer in 
bakery at time of purchase. Not applicable 
on previous orders. No cash value. Coupon 
code may not be reproduced, transferred or 
sold. Internet distribution is strictly prohibited. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or 
discounts. Offer may not apply to premium 
priced items. Other restrictions may apply.

Hauntingly Irresistible Dessert

The city of Goodyear has been named a fi nal-
ist for a 2026 McLean & Company Excellence 
Award. (Independent Newsmedia fi le)

Community
• From page 4
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Education News

• See Schools on page 23

Prop. 438 would continue 
Agua Fria’s budget override

Agua Fria Union High School Dis-
trict voters will decide Nov. 3 whether 
to continue the district’s 15% mainte-
nance and operations override.

Prop. 438 is expected to generate 
about $12.2 million annually for sala-
ries, school safety, career and technical 
education, Advanced Placement, fi ne 
arts and other programs. At the dis-
trict’s average limited property value of 
$258,390, the estimated cost is about 
$108 annually.

If rejected, the override would re-
main at 15% through fi scal 2027-28, 
then decline to 10% and 5% before 
expiring. Approval would continue the 
15% override through fi scal 2031-32.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/
goodyear-independent/.

Litchfi eld Elementary asks 
voters to continue override

Litchfi eld Elementary School Dis-
trict voters will decide Nov. 3 whether 
to continue a 15% maintenance and 
operations override expected to gener-
ate about $12.7 million annually.

Prop. 437 supports teacher and staff  
pay, school nurses, safety, music, art, 
athletics and intervention programs. 
For a home with the district’s average 
limited property value of $289,630, the 
estimated annual cost is $186.

If rejected, the override would phase 
out over three years, with the district 
losing about $4.23 million annually 
until the $12.68 million in override au-
thority is eliminated. Approval would 
continue the existing override.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/
goodyear-independent/.

Agua Fria creates nursing 
pathway amid shortage

Agua Fria district students can begin 
college nursing prerequisites while in 
high school through a partnership with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona and 
Accelerate ASU.

Blue Cross Blue Shield invested 
$40,000 in the initiative, which uses 
ASU Universal Learner nursing foun-

dation courses. Credits can transfer to 
other in-state colleges.

Dr. Sarah Pearson said the part-
nership grew from conversations with 
health care organizations that identi-
fi ed a need for more West Valley work-
ers and barriers students face entering 
nursing programs.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/

The Agua Fria Union High School District is creating a pathway for students interested in nursing 
careers. Students shown above are among those participating in the work. (AFUHSD)
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fill a need,” Sarro said. “It was 
just that bridge that really helped 
them. Maybe it’s just getting a 
computer.”

Two other recipients, Jahmaria 
Flowers and Danielle Grumbling, 
are now freshmen at the University 
of Arizona.

Flowers is studying biology 
and plans to become an obstetri-
cian-gynecologist serving women 
who have been underserved by the 
health care system, particularly 
women of color. She said she has 
wanted to become a doctor since 
the fifth grade.

“I really want to deliver babies 
and help women as much as I can,” 
Flowers said. “And so that kind of 
keeps me going.”

Her mother did not attend col-
lege but helped her with the appli-
cation process. 

When Flowers received the 
award letter, she called her moth-
er, who was so excited she shared 
the news with their family before 
Flowers even got home.

Grumbling enters UofA as a 
business student and plans to study 
finance or marketing. At Millenni-
um, she served in club leadership 
roles and lead the school to win a 
Vitalant blood drive competition 
for collecting the highest number 

of donations.
Grumbling learned about the 

scholarship through her mother 
and her older sister, Michaela, who 
received the scholarship in 2025. 

“Receiving it made a huge dif-
ference,” Grumbling said, encour-
aging current high school students 
to apply. “You won’t know what’s 
out there until you try yourself.”

Founded in April 2007 by John 
Cronin, who emigrated from Ire-
land with his wife Peggy, the Peb-
bleCreek Irish American Club now 
has 243 members. 

It organizes its mission around 
the three leaves of a shamrock clo-
ver: culture, education and chari-
ty.

Sarro said the club connects its 
mission to the international aid 
Ireland received during the Great 
Famine.

The club has donated $207,000, 
including $108,000 for scholar-
ships and grants at Millennium 
and West-MEC and $99,000 to 
nonprofits. Its fundraising includes 
a St. Patrick’s Day golf tourna-
ment, casino night and other Irish-
themed events.

The club plans to add another 
Goodyear high school to the schol-
arship program next year.

“With all the negativity you hear 
about the next generation, these 
people give you a lot of hope,” Sar-
ro said. “They’re pretty amazing.”

Scholarships
• From page 4
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DRY EYE RELIEF IS HERE!
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WEST VALLEY VISION CENTER
Call or Text: (623) 932-2020 • www.westvalleyvision.com • 2580 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 85395

• Reduce inflammation and irritation
• Improve tear quality
• Stimulate collagen production

• Consistent vision with less blinking 
• Symptom relief without drops
• Reduces burning sensation

BENEFITS OF TREATMENT:
Now Offering Intense Pulsed Light Therapy and Low Level Light Therapy

Local Family Owned Since 1962 

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A junior that ranked third in Arizo-
na in rushing yards and touchdowns 
last year is not only OK with less carries 
this season.

Millennium senior D’Mari Bryant 
asked to play outside linebacker — 
once again.

“Playing defense is something I’ve 
always done since youth football,” 
Bryant said. “I’ve been asking to do it 
since my sophomore year, so I’m glad 
it’s fi nally happened.”

This year, Tigers Coach Lamar Ear-
ly was in a situation that he could say 
yes.

Bryant has 10 total tackles in spot 
defensive duty at the season’s mid-
point.

“As a freshman I always said he was 
a running back. We always had the ar-
gument that he was a linebacker. If you 
watch him run and how physical he is, 

he reminds you of a linebacker,” Ear-
ly said. “His sophomore year I sat him 
down and said, ‘This is where you’re 
going to school at.’”

Early was correct. Bryant verbal-
ly committed this summer to play for 
Idaho.

He has 67 carries in six games, 48 
less than at the same point last year. It 
has not hurt the numbers for Bryant, 
who is coming off  150 yards on eight 
carries against Verrado.

Bryant is once again close to 16 
yards per carry, and his 15.9 average is 
a major jump from 11.4 yards a carry 
through fi ve games last year.

“This year we have two off ensive 
coordinators. I’m getting the ball a lot 
less, which is opening the passing game 
more and opening up the off ense, mak-
ing it more balanced,” Bryant said. 

Millennium is 6-0 and its closest 
games were two 28-point wins.

Millennium senior 
running back/line-
backer D’Mari Bry-
ant stands in the 
lobby of the Rise N’ 
Roar Center on the 
Goodyear campus. 
After rushing for 
more than 2,000 
yards last season, 
Bryant is averag-
ing nearly 16 yards 
a carry. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/
Richard Smith)

Linebacker mentality makes Bryant elite running back

• See Bryant on page 23
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It is uncharted territory for the class 

of 2026. Almost all of that freshman 
class arriving in 2023 is leading the var-
sity as seniors.

“We haven’t had anyone leave or 
transfer out. We’ve all stayed togeth-
er. Now we’re a big senior class that’s 
starting or making a big impact,” Bry-
ant said. “We have a team built from 
the ground up, instead of everybody 
leaving or taking in everybody.”

They absorbed a 3-7 season as soph-
omores, then reversed course at 7-4 last 
season, though a bitter fi rst-round play-
off  loss against Yuma Catholic is moti-

vating the now seniors.
While the 2,000-yard season made 

the state take notice, the bigger-name 
Division I schools did not off er him.

Bryant’s commitment to Idaho 
cleared his head a bit.

“I came into this season planning to 
prove everybody wrong — coaches, 
schools people, even myself,” Bryant 
said. “Last season I was pretty frustrat-
ed. Honestly, I was like, ‘I’m a 2,000-
yard rusher with 30 touchdowns. Why 
aren’t the schools off ering me? Why 
aren’t they talking to me?’ I feel like I 
don’t have to worry about any of that 
anymore, So it’s been good.”

Read more online at YourValley.net/
litchfi eld-park-independent.

Bryant
• From page 22

goodyear-independent/.

Palm Valley Elementary FFA 
program sees growth

Palm Valley Elementary’s FFA pro-
gram has doubled in size a er launch-
ing last school year with one combined 
class of sixth- and seventh-graders.

The school off ers separate sev-
enth- and eighth-grade classes through 
a partnership with AAEC Estrella 
Mountain students and agricultural ed-
ucators.

Students have competed in region-
al events and are developing a land lab 
with garden beds, chickens and com-
posting. The project received more than 
$5,000 from the Agua Fria Conserva-
tion District. Students eventually hope 
to add livestock and expand middle 
school FFA opportunities within the Li-
tchfi eld Elementary School District.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/
goodyear-independent/.

Litchfi eld Elementary district 
grows open enrollment

Litchfi eld Elementary School Dis-

trict has 1,579 students attending 
through open enrollment this school 
year, up 53 from last year.

The district received 2,997 applica-
tions, Chief Financial Offi  cer Michael 
Vaughn told the governing board Sept. 
22. Kindergarten open enrollment in-
creased from 145 students last year to 
188 this year. The district serves ap-
proximately 10,400 K-8 students.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/
goodyear-independent/.

District recovers $34,000 in 
outstanding facility-use fees

Litchfi eld Elementary School Dis-
trict has recovered nearly $34,000 in 
outstanding facility-use fees since Au-
gust while modernizing how organiza-
tions reserve and pay for district facil-
ities.

The planned system eventually 
could connect reservations with dis-
trict operations, automatically trigger-
ing services such as air conditioning for 
approved rentals. The eff ort was part 
of broader summer work that included 
processing nearly 2,700 invoices, 1,267 
requisitions and more than 1,700 em-
ployee stipends.

Read more online: yourvalley.net/
goodyear-independent/.

Schools
• From page 20
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By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For Sydney Storment, the invitation 
to “Make Believe” sounded almost as if 
it had been written for her.

The 22-year-old Tempe artist and 
Arizona State University student grav-
itates toward fantastical imagery, viv-
idly rendered fi gures, bold colors and 
patterns. 

So when she discovered Goodyear’s 
call for artists for its new “Make Be-
lieve” exhibition, the connection was 
immediate.

“I thought it was a perfect fi t,” Stor-
ment said. “Things that are a little bit 
out of the ordinary, kind of fantasy in-
spired. That’s right up my alley.”

The exhibition opened Oct. 7 at 
the Georgia T. Lord Library and runs 
through Jan. 20. It features 42 works by 
29 artists, according to Goodyear Arts 

and Culture Coordinator Layne Ruiz.
The city-created theme encourages 

artists to let imagination take over. Its 
call for entries suggested everything 
from “castles in the sky” to talking an-
imals and creatures of the artists’ own 
invention.

Storment, a Tempe native and 2022 

Marcos de Niza High School graduate, 
has been making art since childhood. 
She now studies art education at ASU 
and works primarily in oil, though she 
also incorporates acrylic and mixed 
media.

Her work frequently celebrates 
bright colors and femininity, which she 

describes not as frivolous but as “bold 
and strong and powerful.” She also 
rejects the notion that meaningful art 
must necessarily be dark or somber.

“I love making happy, joyful art-
work because you spend so much time 
with an art piece, and that’s what I 
want to invite more into my life, and 
that’s what I want to invite into the 
lives of the viewers,” Storment said.

The exhibition also arrives during a 
milestone year for Goodyear as 2026 
marks 20 years since the city estab-
lished its Arts & Culture Division.

Ruiz said the anniversary has 
prompted the city to consider how its 
arts programming has developed and 
where it might go next.

“We really are trying to tell our sto-
ry right now of how important arts and 
culture is, how much we’ve grown,” 
Ruiz said.

GRANDVIEW TERRACEGRANDVIEW TERRACE

Freedom Plaza  |  Peoria

Grandview Terrace  |  Sun City West

La Loma Village  |  Litchfield Park

The Colonnade  |  Surprise

Sun Health At Home  |  Your Home

(623) 400-7241
SunHealthCommunities.org 

Whether you’re aiming for victory or 
just playing for laughs, every game at 
a Sun Health community is a chance 
to connect, stay active, and enjoy the 
great outdoors. From bocce ball to 
board games, there’s always a seat 
at the table and a spot for you!

LET THE 
Good Times
      ROLL

ARTS

Goodyear’s Arts & Culture Coordinator Layne Ruiz stands in the Georgia T. Lord Library exhibition 
space where public art, like the “Make Believe” exhibit, is on display. (Independent Newsmedia/
Steve Stockmar)

Goodyear exhibition invites artists to ‘Make Believe’
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you save money with a special discount, but you’ll also save time by having all
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Bundling your home and car insurance is super easy with GEICO. Not only could
you save money with a special discount, but you’ll also save time by having all

your coverages in the same place.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC
20076. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2025. © 2025 GEICO. 21_633312129

Bundling your home and car insurance is super easy with GEICO. Not only could
you save money with a special discount, but you’ll also save time by having all

your coverages in the same place.

John Nix
9515 W Camelback Rd
¡Hablamos Español!

John Nix
9515 W Camelback Rd.

¡Hablamos Español! 602-234-3426

Better Together.

Abrazo West Campus is offering a simple, low-cost health screening. Angioscreen® is a 
quick 10-minute vascular screening that can identify risks for heart attack and stroke. The 
cost for the screening is $69, payable online or the day of screening, and includes:

• ABI (Ankle-Brachial-Indexes 
• Blood Pressure Check 
• EKG 

• Private Consultation 
    with a Clinician 
• Quick Carotid Ultrasound

10 Minutes Could 
Save Your Life

HeartCare.

ANGIOSCREEN HEALTH SCREENING
Thursday, October 29, 2026
13677 W. McDowell Rd. Goodyear, AZ 85395

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

To register today, scan the
QR code, call 877-649-3236.

AbrazoHealth.com

Things to Do
Goodyear movie night brings 
‘Toy Story 5’ outdoors

Goodyear will host an outdoor 
screening of Disney and Pixar’s 
“Toy Story 5” from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 17, at Goodyear 
Community Park, 3151 N. Litch-
fi eld Road.

The family event will include 
appearances by Woody and Buzz 
Lightyear along with food trucks, 
face painting, arts and cra s, yard 
games and a themed photo oppor-
tunity before the movie. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs 
or blankets.

Goodyear Fall Festival brings 
Halloween fun to ballpark

Goodyear will celebrate Hal-
loween with its annual Fall Festival 

from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
24, at Goodyear Ballpark, 1933 S. 
Ballpark Way.

This year’s family event takes its 
inspiration from the classic monsters 
of the silver screen and will feature 
trick-or-treating on the ballpark 
fi eld and Halloween-themed en-
tertainment. Attendees are invited 
to wear costumes and compete for 
trophies in categories including 
best overall, youth, adult, group or 
family, creature and most creative 
costumes.

Litchfi eld Park to screen 
‘Monster House’ outdoors

Litchfi eld Park will host a free 
outdoor screening of “Monster 
House” at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
24, at Jackie Robinson Ballfi eld, 
14451 W. Camelback Road.
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Miscellaneous

I BUY
VINTAGE JEWELRY!

623-335-1775623-335-1775

Will Come to You!
Call/Text

FREE Evaluation

Coins, Jewelry,Coins, Jewelry,
Costume Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, 
Antiques, Vintage Antiques, Vintage 

Items & Collectibles.Items & Collectibles.

Finance  Services

Golf Cars
Buying Running & 

Non Running 
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial 623-999-8226

LevelUpHVAC.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

CALL TODAY TO CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR SCHEDULE YOUR 

FURNACE OR FURNACE OR 
HEATER CHECK!HEATER CHECK!

$7500 Installation Special

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Clean Windows

Excellent 
Window
Cleaning 

&
SUNSCREENS

Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve 
623-341-8197 

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

Homes Fix Mix
Homes don’t themselves, We do

Electrical Plumbing  Carpentry Tile Odd Jobs
CALL NOW — FREE ESTIMATES
480-364-2460

Homes mi .com   Big & Small — We do it all

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Hearing Care

Plumbing

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Licensed•Bonded•Insured•Lic# C37R122566•L37•122567

Quality Plumbing with Quality Service

Christopher Dobash
Owner

WATER, SEWER, GAS
Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

(623) 878-1102•dobashplumbing@icloud.com

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
* Sewers  * Toilets  * Faucets
* Water Heaters 
* Garbage Disposals

Free 
Estimates!

623-670-8060 Licensed/Bonded/Insured
BBB Roc# 272507

Roofi ng

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
• Residential-Commercial 

• Roof Replacement & Repair 

• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,

 Flat & TPO Roofi ng

MONSOON
SPECIAL

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591
Roc #324307

BUSINESS DIRECTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS
To place your ad call us at

888-665-3848

EMAILS
azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org Starting at $45

for one column by three-inch advertisement
per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMPLOYMENT ADS

$1500

Starting at 
$45

 for one column by three-inch advertisement
 per inch after (maximum size 8.55 inches) 

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

$1500

$20 per market – 30 words
Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online
 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES 
& MERCHANDISE RATES

$500

VISIT US @ iniusa.org/classifieds  |  EMAIL US: azads@iniusa.org  |  OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 
 

888-665-3848

 

LET
THEM
KNOW
WHO
YOU
ARE
TODAY

& GET
RESULTS
TOMORROW

To Advertise call

 YARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call 
888-665-3848
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Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

RemodelingRemodeling Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Tree Removal

623-204-1225

Senior
Discounts

623-2226 -623623-2

• Trimming
• Removals
• Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Professional Arborist Tree Care

BENNETT
TREE SERVICEE VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT RRRRRRRRVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVRRRRRRRRR CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEE  SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEEEE

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

Sun City West • October 28, 2026 • SCW Foundation Center
Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center
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Look what America noticed!

Participate in Democracy!
Read public notices in this newspaper

or search online: www.arizonapublicnotices.com
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AZ’s “King of the Blues”
Big Pete Pearson

takes the stage daily from
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Performance lineup also includes:
Cold Shott & The Hurricane Horns
Notes from Neptune
Tommy Washington and Gratitude
The Jam Bam Band

LITCHFIELD SQUARE PARK
John Morey Photography

Pictured: When Happiness Awakens Michelle and Todd Haden
Hand cut Berkshire Bags
Pictured: Alisha Carryall

279 N. LA LOMA AVE.
JUST NORTH OF WIGWAM BLVD.

BEHIND LITCHFIELD PARK CITY HALL

FESTIVAL OF ARTS

��� � � �NOV 7 & 8
9AM-5PM

DAILY

Spend a perfect fall weekend strolling the streets surrounding Litchfield Square Park.
Shop for fine art, one-of-a-kind jewelry, and unique artisanal treasures.

Enjoy beer, wine, delicious festival fare, and our downtown restaurants.

FREE ADMISSION
AND PARKING

Bill Duran Jewelry
One-of-a-Kind Jewelry Pieces

James Lee Paintings
Pictured: Hopi Pots with Quails


	LP20261015_01
	LP20261015_02
	LP20261015_03
	LP20261015_04
	LP20261015_05
	LP20261015_06
	LP20261015_07
	LP20261015_08
	LP20261015_09
	LP20261015_10
	LP20261015_11
	LP20261015_12
	LP20261015_13
	LP20261015_14
	LP20261015_15
	LP20261015_16
	LP20261015_17
	LP20261015_18
	LP20261015_19
	LP20261015_20
	LP20261015_21
	LP20261015_22
	LP20261015_23
	LP20261015_24
	LP20261015_25
	LP20261015_26
	LP20261015_27
	LP20261015_28

