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Symphony
suspends
season; 4

By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Phoenix Sky Harbor Interna-
tional Airport ranked third among 
the nation’s largest airports in a re-
cent customer satisfaction study by 
JD Power.

“Really proud of the team and all 
of our business partners to help us 
continue to stay really high on the 
satisfaction ratings and surveys that 
happen,” Phoenix Aviation Direc-
tor Chad Makovsky told the Phoe-
nix Aviation Advisory Board on 
Thursday, Oct. 15.

Phoenix Sky Harbor scored 642 
out of a possible 1,000 points. The 
only two “mega” airports — 33 mil-
lion or more annual passengers — 
that ranked higher were Minneapo-
lis-Saint Paul International Airport 
in first with 684 points and Detroit 
Metropolitan Wayne County Air-
port in second with 663 points.

The average score for mega air-

Phoenix Sky
Harbor Airport 

ranks third 
in customer 
satisfaction 

• See Study on page 9

• See Improv on page 8

By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

W hen young family mem-
bers come to visit their 
relatives at Hospice of 

the Valley’s Dementia Care and 
Education Campus, it can be 
uncomfortable to interact with 
a family member who may not 
recognize them or remember 
who they are.

Partners That Heal connects 
dementia patients and family 

members through improv

Partners That Heal improv actors perform in a patient’s 
room. (The Phoenix Theatre Company)
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By Lauran Neergaard
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A car crash destroyed Katherine 
Screws’ small intestine, leaving her 
unable to eat, dependent on IV nu-
trition and o en too sick to get out of 
bed. 

But the Phoenix woman clung to 
her hospital’s prediction that she could 
get an intestine transplant in about six 
months.

That was way off . She wouldn’t get 
one until three years a er the crash.

It could have been longer if not for 
an unusual meeting with an organ pro-
curement organization, or OPO, that 
taught the frustrated Screws how hos-
pitals vary in which organs they accept 
or refuse — and she fl ew across the 
country for a better chance.

“I wish that there was more clarity 
with patients about when is an organ 
coming up that could be a match for 
you and why is it not a match,” said 
Screws, who received a transplant at 
her new hospital in just weeks. 

She wishes she had asked sooner, 
“What is the thing that’s holding this 
up?”

Screws’ journey shows how the 
transplant system o en struggles to 
inform patients about options that can 
be incredibly diffi  cult to navigate on 
their own. 

Among them are where to seek care, 
whether to get on multiple hospitals’ 
transplant lists, and how to discuss if 
you’d accept a less-than-perfect organ 
rather than continue waiting. And in 
the background, viable organs can be 
wasted. About 1 in 5 donated organs 
go unused, usually because a recipient 
wasn’t found in time.

For kidney transplants, the most 
common type, a large study found 
“there’s about a 16-fold variation in 
how quickly a patient will get trans-

planted at one center 
versus another,” said 
Dr. Syed Ali Husain of 
NYU Langone Health, 
who researches such 
diff erences.

One reason is that 
some surgeons have 

more experience than others using 
kidneys with complex anatomy like 
extra arteries, or those from older, 
sicker donors that still may be better 
than dialysis for the right patient, he 
said.

There’s far less information about 
rare types of transplants like the intes-
tine, which is biologically more diffi  -
cult to handle than some other organs.

“We off er them but they’re declined 
so o en that it’s demoralizing,” said 
Lisa Stocks of California’s OneLega-
cy, one of the nation’s largest OPOs, 
who showed the data to Screws.

Screws was one of just 88 people 
in the U.S. to receive a new intestine 
last year, compared with more than 
27,000 kidney transplants.

Whatever the organ, most patients 
don’t know what to ask, said Dr. Al-
lyson Hart of Minnesota’s Hennepin 
Healthcare Research Institute. 

She helped design tools for a new 
patient-friendly online database that 
can help people compare waiting 
times and other characteristics of dif-
ferent transplant hospitals.

Too many patients think “they just 
needed to wait for fi ve years and they 
would get transplanted,” Hart said, 

when o en “that’s actually not what 
happens.”

Transplants are on the rise
With just over 49,000 transplants 

performed in the U.S. last year, more 
people than ever are getting new or-
gans. 

That’s mostly thanks to over a de-
cade of increases in donations from 
the deceased, recovered by OPOs 
that act as a bridge to transplant hos-
pitals.

But about 100,000 people are 
awaiting a transplant, the vast major-
ity of whom need a kidney. There’s 
growing pressure to retrieve and use 
more donated organs, even as donor 
registrations recently dipped and an 
aging population means organs in-
creasingly come from older, sicker 
donors. 

And the government is in the 
midst of a yearslong overhaul of the 
transplant system.

One pending move threatens to 
close some of the nation’s 55 OPOs 
under a controversial grading system 
that holds them accountable for the 
number of organs they procure and 
how many are transplanted — the lat-
ter, they argue, being out of their con-
trol because surgeons decide when 
an organ is right for their patient. 

Some, including OneLegacy, 
are part of lawsuits seeking to block 
such closures.

Regulators also grade hospitals, 
and Husain said some of the reluc-
tance to use less-than-perfect or-
gans has long stemmed from con-
cern about getting a lower score if 
even a few of them fail.

Katherine 
Screws

Phoenix woman’s wait for intestine shows 
US organ transplant system’s complexity



YourValley.net  |  Phoenix Independent  | Friday, Oct. 23, 2026  3

Come See What All 
the Fun is About!

14465 R.H. Johnson Blvd., 
Sun City West

BUSINESS SPONSORS

Agent Cruz 360 
Arizona Broadway 

Theatre 
Cardiac Solutions 
SCAN Health Plan

Glencroft Center for 
Modern Aging

Explore the selection of 
products and services

Access essential health 
screenings

Enjoy free giveaways
Enter exciting door prize 

drawings
Plus, many more surprises!

Interested in a Sponsorship?  
Call 888-665-3848 or  

Email  AZADS@iniusa.org

Located at The 
SCW Foundation!

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

Wed., Oct. 28, 2026
9am - Noon

INDEPENDENT
SUN CITY WEST

Save the Date!

It’s Free!

Walgreens will be 
on site to do Flu, 
Covid, and other 
immunizations.

Please bring your 
Medicare card.



4  Friday, Oct. 23, 2026  |  Phoenix Independent  |  YourValley.net

COMMUNITY NEWS
ARTS

Phoenix Symphony to suspend 
season, lay off  musicians

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Phoenix Symphony will sus-
pend the remainder of its 2026-27 
season following its Nov. 1 perfor-
mance, citing a fi nancial shortfall that 
has le  the organization unable to 
meet its operating obligations.

The Symphony’s board of direc-
tors announced the decision Tues-
day, saying the suspension will aff ect 
musicians, employees, subscribers 
and community programs. Unpaid 
layoff s of musicians will begin Nov. 2. 
The organization has not announced 
when performances might resume.

Despite increased ticket sales and 
philanthropic support, the symphony 
has struggled with persistent operat-
ing defi cits and mounting fi nancial 
obligations, according to a press re-
lease.

Annual revenues increased more 
than 50% between fi scal years 2023 
and 2026, while approximately 
$766,000 in administrative expenses 
have been eliminated. The organiza-
tion also launched its CRESCENDO 
endowment campaign in April 2025 
with a $60 million fundraising goal, 
although most endowment contribu-
tions cannot be used for daily opera-
tions.

“This is the most diffi  cult decision 
this Board has faced, and we did not 
make it lightly,” Board Chairman Mo 
Stein shared in the Tuesday state-
ment.

Stein said continuing performanc-
es without suffi  cient cash fl ow would 
further jeopardize the organization’s 
future. The board plans to reassess 
operating expenses, revenue projec-
tions and fundraising needs while 
developing a fi nancial restructuring 
plan.

Founded in 1947, the Phoenix 

Symphony has been a fi xture in Ar-
izona’s cultural community for nearly 
eight decades, performing at Sym-
phony Hall and other Valley venues 
with internationally recognized con-
ductors and guest artists. Its concerts, 
educational off erings and community 
programs have reached thousands of 
residents annually.

President and CEO Peter Kjome 

acknowledged the consequences for 
musicians, staff  and audiences, saying 
the organization would pursue oppor-
tunities to preserve the institution.

The Phoenix Symphony will per-
form live alongside Ballet Arizona 
during its Oct. 22-25 production 
of “Romeo & Juliet,” as originally 
scheduled, according to a statement 
from Ballet Arizona. Click here for 

tickets.
“When musicians and dancers 

share a stage, every performance be-
comes a conversation that can never 
be repeated in quite the same way,” 
Ballet Arizona Artistic Director Dan-
iela Cardim shared in a Tuesday 
statement. “My heart is heavy for the 
fellow artists and colleagues at The 
Phoenix Symphony who have played 
alongside our dancers.”

The symphony will notify sub-
scribers and other ticket purchasers 
about options for aff ected perfor-
mances once arrangements are fi nal-
ized.

The timing of any return remains 
uncertain and will depend on secur-
ing adequate fi nancial support and 
establishing a sustainable operat-
ing budget, the press release further 
notes. 

Updates will be posted at phoenix-
symphony.org/updates.

TRANSIT

Phoenix public transit 
changes begin Oct. 26

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Beginning Monday, Oct. 26, rid-
ers will see transit service changes 
across the Valley, including expanded 
weekday RAPID service, the launch 
of the PHXLink microtransit pilot in 
Phoenix and schedule adjustments to 
several Valley Metro routes.

Phoenix Public Transit will launch 
PHXLink, a new on-demand, shared-
ride microtransit pilot connecting 
riders to local destinations and oth-
er transit services. Riders can book 
a trip through the PHXLink mobile 
app or by phone and meet their vehi-
cle at a nearby virtual stop. 

Trips within the PHXLink service 
zones are $2.

Weekday service will expand 
on the I-10 West RAPID and I-17 
RAPID routes, with inbound and 

The Phoenix Symphony, pictured here with conductor Paolo Bortolameolli, announced Tuesday that it 
is suspending the remainder of its 2026-27 season following its Nov. 1 performance. (Photo by Tavits 
Photography, provided by Phoenix Symphony)

Riders board a city of Phoenix bus. Beginning Monday, Oct. 26, riders will see transit service changes 
across the Valley, including expanded weekday RAPID service, the launch of the PHXLink microtransit 
pilot in Phoenix and schedule adjustments to several Valley Metro routes. (Submitted by the City of 
Phoenix) • See Changes on page 5
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outbound trips available throughout the day from 5 
a.m.-7 p.m. The expanded service provides riders 
with more travel options beyond traditional com-
mute times.

Beginning Monday, Oct. 26, reduced fare will 
also be available for eligible riders on RAPID and 
Express routes. 

Reduced-fare Copper Card holders or app users 
will not need to take any action as their accounts 
will be updated automatically. Learn more at val-
leymetro.org/fares.

Additional routes with schedule adjustments in-
clude:

1, 3, 10, 12, 13, 17, 19, 35, 43, 45, 61, 75, 80, 
81, 83, 90, 96, 108, 122, 136, 138, 140, 154, 156, 
184, 186, 514, 521, 522, 531, 533, 535, 542, 562, 
563, 571, 573, South Mountain West RAPID, SR 
51 RAPID, and Valley Metro Rail B Line .

Riders are encouraged to check their routes and 
schedules online or in the Valley Metro app. To 
view all service changes, visit valleymetro.org/ser-
vicechanges.

ANIMAL ADOPTIONS

HALO Animal Rescue to close Phoenix 
location, move to Glendale

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A er 32 years of helping homeless pets while 
operating from leased facilities, HALO Animal 
Rescue is preparing to move into its fi rst perma-
nent home: a newly purchased three-acre campus 
in Glendale.

HALO’s current main shelter at 3227 E. Bell 
Road in Phoenix will close to the public beginning 
Friday, Oct. 23, as the organization transitions its 
operations to the new campus at 7150 N. 110th 
Ave., Glendale. The new shelter is scheduled to 
open to the public on Saturday, Nov. 7.

HALO’s Deer Valley PetSmart Charities Ev-
eryday Adoption Center will remain open and 
continue adoptions throughout the transition. HA-
LO’s Thri  Boutique will also remain at its current 
Phoenix location and operate during regular busi-
ness hours. Neither location is moving or closing as 
part of the relocation.

The move marks one of the most signifi cant 
• See HALO on page 6

Changes
• From page 4

A couple poses with the dog they adopted at HALO Animal Rescue. 
The nonprofi t plans to close its Phoenix location on Friday, Oct. 
23 and move to a larger Glendale location on Saturday, Nov. 7. 
(Submitted by HALO Animal Rescue)



milestones in HALO’s history, giving 
the nonprofi t a permanent home from 
which to continue its lifesaving mis-
sion for generations to come.

“A er 32 years of operating from 
leased spaces, having a place to fi nal-
ly call our own is truly a dream come 
true,” stated Heather Allen, HALO 
Animal Rescue President and CEO, 
in a news release. “This move is about 
so much more than a new address. 
It’s about creating a permanent home 
where we can continue giving home-
less animals the care, compassion and 
second chances they deserve. We’re 
excited to bring our community 
along as we transform this property 
into the Furever Home we’ve always 
envisioned.”

The Glendale campus will provide 
dedicated areas for dog and cat hous-
ing, medical care, animal intake and 
rehabilitation, outdoor play yards, a 
maternity ward, adoption services 
and community education. The 
property gives HALO the opportu-
nity to create improved environments 
for animals while providing welcom-
ing spaces for adopters, volunteers 
and community members.

The campus will open in phases, 
with renovations and improvements 
continuing a er November 7. Com-
munity support will help fund the 
remaining work, including improve-
ments to animal housing, outdoor 
enrichment areas, and essential infra-
structure. HALO is inviting support-
ers to help complete the transforma-
tion and build a lasting home for its 
mission.

Located in the growing West Val-
ley, the new facility will strengthen 
HALO’s presence in a community 
with an increasing need for animal 
welfare resources.

HALO asks the public for pa-
tience and understanding during 
the temporary closure as staff  and 

volunteers safely relocate animals, 
equipment and daily operations. The 
organization looks forward to wel-
coming adopters, supporters, and the 
community to its new Furever Home 
beginning Nov. 7.

AWARD

Phoenix councilwoman 
honored with national award

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

City of Phoenix Councilwoman 
Anna Hernandez received an award 
from the National Homelessness Law 
Center as part of the 2026 Human 
Right to Housing Awards Oct. 14 in 
Washington D.C.

Hernandez received the non-par-
tisan Local Legislator Award for her 
advocacy for housing justice, public 
health, and community-driven solu-
tions in Phoenix, and for her lead-
ership against the criminalization of 
homelessness.

The NHLC cited her role as the 

sole Council opponent of the City’s 
“Safe Medical Treatment in Parks” 
ordinance, fi rst introduced in De-
cember 2025, and the wave of com-
munity engagement her opposition 
helped spark.

“Caring for one another should 
never be illegal. It should be the foun-
dation of how we govern,” Hernan-
dez said in a release. “I stood against 
that ordinance because punishing 
people for being unhoused and crim-
inalizing people for struggling with 
mental health or addiction doesn’t 
end homelessness, and doesn’t ad-
dress root causes of systemic housing 
crises.”

LIBRARY

See which name won the 
vote for Phoenix’s new library 
branch

By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The public vote is in for the new 
Phoenix Public Library branch at the 
Estrella Civic Space.

Manzanita was the winner of a 
public poll to name the library, Phoe-
nix Public Library spokesperson Lee 
Franklin told Independent Newsme-
dia on Oct. 8.

The name will be presented to the 
Phoenix Library Advisory Board at 
its next meeting. It will still need to 
be approved by the Phoenix Heritage 
Commission and is planned to go to 
Phoenix City Council for fi nal ap-
proval on Wednesday, Nov. 18.

The city aims to start construction 
on the library in the 2027-28 fi scal 
year.

Manzanita beat out four other 
names in the survey: Cliff rose, Cre-
osote, Jojoba and Senita. Phoenix 
Public Library policy established 
in the 1960s is to name all library 
branches a er desert fl ora. The poll 
was open Monday, Aug. 31 through 
Friday, Oct. 2.

The Estrella Civic Space is a mas-

ter planned area under development 
northeast of 99th Avenue and Lower 
Buckeye Road. 

It already has a police station and 
fi re station built. Aside from the li-
brary, the master plan includes plans 
for a park with soccer and so ball 
fi elds and Public Works Department 
buildings.

The Phoenix Public Library has 
another planned library branch at the 
Desert View Civic Space, southwest 
of Tatum Boulevard and Deer Valley 
Drive. That library is planned to start 
construction in the 2028-29 fi scal 
year.
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Nation and 
World News 

online
National and world news is 

posted regularly at the Daily 
Independent at YourValley.
net. You can catch up on all 

the news of the day.

HALO
• From page 5

Phoenix District 7 Councilmember Anna Hernan-
dez received an award from the National Home-
lessness Law Center as part of the 2026 Human 
Right to Housing Awards Oct. 14 in Washington 
D.C. (Submitted by the City of Phoenix)

A child reads a book at a Phoenix Public Library 
branch. The public vote is in for the new Phoenix 
Public Library branch at the Estrella Civic Space. 
(Submitted by Phoenix Public Library)
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In-stock vehicles only. All pricing plus: Tax, Title, License, $599 Doc Fee & $2,996 Dealer options. Must present this entire ad to the Sales Department for Liberty Discount, discount off Dealer advertised Addendum price. GM sales rebates & incentives 
not valid on leases. *Active Military, Reserve & Retired Military. ^Leases allow 10K miles per year with $0.25 per mile overage. GM rebates & incentives subject to change without notice. Images for illustration purposes only. Featured vehicles in-stock at 
publication deadline and are subject to prior purchase sale/lease. See Liberty Buick for Details. Offers expire 11/2/2026.

2026 BUICK ENCORE GX
$28,885 .....................MSRP   #260856

$500   .......................GM Military*
$500   .......................GM CC*
 $2,250  .......................Conquest*
 $2,000  .......................Liberty Discount

$23,635+
Fees

Or Lease For $2,999 Down

$242 / 36
Per Month            Months
+Tax^10K Miles Per Year O.A.C.

8737 West Bell Road - Peoria, AZ 85382
623 432 1310

Sales Hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm  •  Saturday: 8am-6pm • Sunday: 10am-6pm

A portion of proceeds from all new and used 
vehicles sold gets donated to PCH

2026 BUICK ENVISTA
$26,990   ................. MSRP   #260918

$500  ....................... GM Military*
$500  ....................... GM CC*
$2,000 ..................... Conquest*
$2,000  .................... Liberty Discount

$21,990+
Fees

Or Lease For $2,999 Down

$259 / 36
Per Month            Months
+Tax^10K Miles Per Year O.A.C.

2026 BUICK ENVISION
$44,840  .................. MSRP   #260447

$500  ....................... GM Military*   
$500  ....................... GM CC*
$1,750  .................... Conquest*
$4,000  .................... Liberty Discount

$38,090+ 
Fees

Or Lease For $3,999 Down

$349 / 36
Per Month     Months
+Tax^ 10K Miles Per Year O.A.C.

2026 BUICK ENCLAVE
$49,789  .................. MSRP   #260378

$500  ....................... GM Military*
$500  ....................... GM CC*
$1,250 ...................... Bonus Cash
$750  ....................... Conquest*
$4,000  .................... Liberty Discount

$42,789+
Fees

Or Lease For $4,999 Down

$415 / 36
Per Month            Months
+Tax^10K Miles Per Year O.A.C.

WE’LL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE-IN! WE’LL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR TRADE-IN! 
Get up to $10,000 for older vehicles with fewer than 140,000 miles.Get up to $10,000 for older vehicles with fewer than 140,000 miles.

2021 ACURA RDX 35K MILES $33,995 #260706C
2017 BUICK CASCADA CONVERTIBLE 12K MILES CALL FOR PRICE #P21498
2016 BUICK ENCORE PREMIUM LOADED!!! 28K MILES CALL FOR PRICE #P21497
2015 BUICK LACROSSE LOW MILES $17,995 #260350A
2024 BUICK ENVISTA LOW MILES $20,995 #260576A 
2022 CADILLAC CT5-V 5K CALL FOR PRICE  #P21463
2026 FORD BRONCO STROPPE EDITION 6K MILES CALL FOR PRICE #P21450A
2024 JEEP WRANGLER RUBICON 397 10K MILES  CALL FOR PRICE  #P21478
2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE SUMMIT  LOW MILES $15,995 #P21224B
2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 116K MILES $13,995  #P21469
2023 MERCEDES GLC 25K MILES $35,995  #P21443A
2022 RIVIAN R1T BLUE LOW MILES $47,995 #P21373A

2020 TOYOTA COROLLA HATCHBACK BLACK OUT PACKAGE 34K MILES $23,995 #260947A
2024 BMW X5 32K MILES $64,995  #P21236
2021 BUICK ENCORE 70K MILES $16,995  #260866A
2022 GMC HUMMER EV 1ST EDITION 14K MILES $79,995 #A00001
2024 HONDA HR-V 13K MILES $26,995 #260689B

2015 DODGE DART LOW MILES $7,995  #260643B
2017 FORD FIESTA LOW MILES $8,995  #2609957A
2013 FORD FUSION 79K MILES $10,995  #P21428A
2019 FORD FIESTA 72K MILES $12,349  #P21482
2017 TOYOTA COROLLA LOW MILES $12,521  #2609943A
2016 DODGE DART LOW MILES $7,594  #P21420

Score Savings on Hand Picked Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles

UNDER $13K CARS!!

4

Fall SavingsFall Savings
$5,250

OFF!
$5,000

OFF!

$7,000
OFF!

$6,750
OFF!



“For children and their families, 
it can be a traumatic experience and 

awkward,” said Mari-
sa Butler, director of 
development for The 
Phoenix Theatre Com-
pany.

That’s where The 
Phoenix Theatre Com-
pany comes in.

The Phoenix Theatre Company’s 
Partners That Heal program helps 
brighten the day of child and elderly 
patients through improv. The pro-
gram visits children’s hospitals, child 
crisis facilities and elder communities 
and performs improvs where the pa-
tients are li ed up as the heroes of the 
story that the improvisational actors 
makes up on the spot, with the pa-
tient getting to steer the direction of 
the story.

“It brings joy, comfort and relief 
to these families whose children have 

been in the hospital for long periods,” 
Butler told the Phoenix Economic 
Development and Arts Subcommit-
tee on Wednesday.

Partners That Heal has recently 
expanded to Hospice of the Valley’s 
Dementia Care and Education Cam-
pus, helping to bridge that awkward 
gap between young family members 
and an older relative who may not re-
member them.

“The partners go in and they cre-
ate songs and movement and skits 
and stories that connect and provide 
an opportunity for them to interact 
and connect with each other,” Butler 
said.

The impact of Partners That Heal 
can be felt even on subsequent visit 
when the partners are not there, But-
ler said.

“The amazing thing is that when 
the kids are coming back to visit their 
family members, even if the patients 
don’t exactly know who they are, 
they start doing the movements, they 
start doing the gestures, and they re-
member the connection through the 

song and the improvisational tech-
niques,” she said.

Subcommittee Chair Kevin Rob-
inson said he had spo-
ken to Debbie Shum-
way, CEO of Hospice 
of the Valley.

“[She] cannot say 
enough nice things 
about the program that 
you guys have over 

there,” Robinson said.
Councilmember Ann O’Brien 

thanked Butler and other represen-
tatives of the city’s performing arts 
programs for presenting in front of 

the subcommittee.
“It’s incredibly important for us 

to understand the rich 
culture of our city and 
you all help to make it 
even more rich,” she 
said. “And I’m incred-
ibly honored to hear to 
about how you take it 
out into the communi-

ty, that we don’t just expect the com-
munity to come here.”

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 
We are committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.
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Improv
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

Partners That Heal improv performers perform a song with a Ryan House patient on a playground. (The 
Phoenix Theatre Company)

A Partners That Heal improv actor gives a fi rst bump to a young patient. (The Phoenix Theatre Company)

Ann O’Brien
Kevin Robinson

Marisa Butler



ports in 2026 was 617. The lowest 
scorers were Newark Liberty Inter-
national in New Jersey and Chicago 
O’Hare International Airport with 

585 points each.
The top three has 

remained the same on 
the annual survey for 
the past three years. 
While in third place 
each time, Phoenix 
Sky Harbor outscored 

its marks of 633 and 634 points in 
2024 and 2025, respectively.

“Key factors to the successful 
ranking for our airport included 
navigability and infrastructure, 
sense of place and overall passenger 
experience,” Makovsky said.

Phoenix shot up in the rankings 
to enter the top three in 2024, when 
JD Power redesigned its grading ru-
bric. Prior to that, Sky Harbor had 
ranked 11th in 2022 and 13th in 
2023, below the average score for 

mega airports each time.
The 2026 JD Power study is 

based on 24,710 completed surveys 
from U.S. or Canadian residents 
who traveled through at least one 
U.S. or Canadian airport and cov-
ers both departure and arrival ex-
periences as well as connecting air-
ports. Surveys were collected July 
2025-July 2026.

JD Power also found that cus-
tomer satisfaction influenced how 
much a customer was willing to 
spend. Passengers who rated their 
airport experience as “perfect” 
spent an average of $47.60 in the 
terminal. 

That is $20.22 more than pas-
sengers who rate their airport expe-
rience as “just OK.” Perfect experi-
ences are rare, however, occurring 
in just 12% of journeys through the 
airport.

Since JD Power redesigned its 
grading rubric in 2024, the average 
score for each of the three catego-
ries — mega, large and medium air-
ports — has increased each year.

Airports across the country 

have been undertaking large con-
struction projects to do things like 
streamline passenger flow, add at-
tractive food and beverage options.

“On the whole, those efforts are 
finally starting to pay off in the form 
of higher overall passenger satisfac-
tion scores,” stated Michael Tay-

lor, JD Power’s managing director 
of travel, hospitality and retail in a 
news release announcing the 2026 
study results.

Please submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. 
We are committed to publishing a wide variety of 
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines.

YourValley.net  |  Phoenix Independent  | Friday, Oct. 23, 2026  9  

Study
• From page 1

FROM THE COVER

This graph shows the rankings among mega airports — 33 million or more annual passengers — in JD 
Power’s 2026 North America Airport Satisfaction Study. (Submitted by JD Power)

Passengers walk through the terminal at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport. (Phoenix Sky Har-
bor International Airport)

Chad Makovsky
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PHOENIX BUSINESS
NEWS

By Mark Carlisle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport is 
planning seven new airline routes, with some start-
ing as soon as next month.

• Edmonton, Canada
 • Porter Airlines
 • Begins in November
• Santa Rosa, California
 • Alaska Airlines
 • Begins in November
• Imperial, California
 • Advanced Airlines
 • Begins in November
• Lincoln, Nebraska
 • American Airlines
 • Begins in December
• Calgary, Canada
 • Porter Airlines
 • Begins in December
• New Orleans
 • Breeze Airways
 • Begins February 2027
• Bozeman, Montana
 • Southwest Airlines
 • Begins in June 2027
Phoenix Aviation Director Chad Makovsky re-

ported the new routes to the Phoenix Aviation Ad-

visory Board on Thursday, Oct. 15.
He also noted that STARLUX Airlines is in-

creasing its fl ight frequency to Taipei, Taiwan, 
from four to fi ve fl ights weekly.

“It’s a good sign that we’re seeing growth in the 
Asian market,” Makovsky said.

Makovsky said he was able to talk to the two 
airlines that fl y out of Phoenix to Asia recently, 
STARLUX and China Airlines.

“They’re very pleased with the demand for their 
services here in our market, so we’re happy to see 
that,” he said.

MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

Long-vacant One Camelback tower is 
now open

PHOENIX — For years, One Camelback has 
stood at the center of one of Phoenix’s busiest in-
tersections, its glass facade and dramatic silhouette 
impossible to miss. 

But while the tower had all the makings of an 
Uptown landmark, its transformation into apart-
ments stalled before it could become part of daily 
life in the neighborhood. 

That has now changed.
One Camelback welcomed its first residents 

on Tuesday, Oct. 2, transforming the long-
stalled former office tower into a 163-residence 
apartment community in the heart of Uptown 
Phoenix.

The response has come early: 20% of the 
building has already been leased sight unseen, a 
signal that Phoenix renters are ready for a home 
with real architectural personality and a front-row 
seat to one of the city’s most connected neighbor-
hoods. “This building had been sitting there with 
so much potential, and we knew it was time to get 
it across the fi nish line,” stated TK Stratton, de-
veloper and principal of Kinella Capital, LLC, in 
a news release. 

“We are not just opening apartments. We are 
bringing this corner of Phoenix back to life, with 
people living here, meeting friends, supporting lo-
cal businesses and becoming part of the neighbor-
hood.”

Editor’s note: This was republished from a Kinella Capital, LLC 
news release.

RESTAURANTS

New Little Caesars location to 
open Saturday in Paradise Valley 
neighborhood

On Saturday, Oct. 24, Little Caesars will cele-
brate the grand opening of its newest restaurant in 
Phoenix, located at 4731 E. Greenway Road, with 
a special community celebration.

Beginning at 10:30 a.m., the fi rst 100 guests in 
line will receive Free Pizza for a Year with the pur-
chase of Crazy Bread. 

To extend the excitement beyond opening 
day, guests may redeem a free Large Classic Piz-
za with the purchase of any Non-Classic Pizza 
when ordering online or through the Little Cae-
sars app, from this location only, using promo 
code GRANDOPENING, now through Sun-
day, Nov. 22.

From 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
24, guests are invited to enjoy a variety of activities 

Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport to add seven new routes

A Southwest Airlines plane takes off  from Phoenix Sky Harbor Inter-
national Airport on Oct. 3, 2025. (Independent Newsmedia/Mark 
Carlisle)

An artist’s rendering of One Camelback tower once it is fully occu-
pied. (Submitted by Courtesy Kinella Capital, LLC)

• See Pizza on page 11



Veteran Sports Executive to 
Boost Sales for Fiesta Sports 

Foundation’s Year-Round 
Programming of Live Events 

and Community Impact

As Fiesta Sports Foundation 
launches a new premium, enterprise 
tier of corporate partnerships and el-
evates its position as a 
year-round live events 
and community im-
pact organization, 
it has added Banks 
Shepherd in the new-
ly-created position of 
vice president of part-
nerships. 

Consistent with the evolving land-
scape in college football and the or-
ganization’s mission to drive state-
wide community impact through 
meaningful partnerships, Shepherd 
will play a pivotal role in advancing 
Fiesta Sports Foundation’s eff orts to 
cultivate mutually benefi cial relation-
ships with key industry and commu-
nity stakeholders.  

He will lead the strategy and ex-

ecution of impactful corporate part-
nerships and activation programs, 
identify and pursue new partnership 
opportunities for the organization’s 
year-round portfolio of events and 
community engagement, and serve 
as a dedicated resource for the Foun-
dation’s current partners, ensuring 
their investments continue to deliver 
value. Shepherd will also help elevate 
the Foundation’s overall partnership 
eff orts as it supports the philanthrop-
ic endeavors of Fiesta Sports Founda-
tion, including its signature Wishes 
for Teachers initiative, AED Assis-
tance Program and nonprofi t grants 
program. 

“Banks Shepherd’s experiences in 
identifying new partners and build-
ing programs from scratch will help 
create impactful alliances and drive 
revenue growth for Fiesta Sports 
Foundation’s new era,” said Fiesta 
Sports Foundation Executive Direc-
tor & CEO Erik Moses. 

“Banks’ appointment emphasizes 
our commitment to deliver unparal-
leled value to current and future part-
ners by identifying new opportunities 
for organizational alignment and mu-
tual benefi t.”
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Fiesta Sports Foundation 
Names Banks Shepherd as 
Vice President, Partnerships

Banks 
Shepherd

and entertainment, including a pho-
to booth, live DJ, prize wheel give-
aways, photo opportunities with the 
Little Caesars mascot and more.

At 11:30 a.m., the Phoenix Little 
Caesars will mark its offi  cial open-

ing with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny alongside the local Little Caesars 
team and community members. 

As part of the ceremony, Little 
Caesars franchisee and military veter-
an Kenny Jolly will present a $10,000 
donation to U.S.VETS.
Editor’s note: The above was republished from a 
Little Caesars news release.

Pizza
• From page 10
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CAPITOL

By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

SCOTTSDALE — Gov. Katie Hobbs is lash-
ing out at those who are trying to undermine 
plans for what some call a “toilet to tap” system 
of converting waste into drinking water.

The governor’s comments come as the ques-
tion of whether cities should pursue programs to 
produce purifi ed water from what has been sew-
age has become an election issue in at least one 
Arizona city. There, a candidate is running on a 
platform to kill the program, even making a cam-
paign video featuring some brown-looking liquid 
and telling viewers that is what they are being 
asked to drink.

“It’s irresponsible to spread the kind of misin-
formation that’s being spread about technology 
that we need to continue into the future,” the 
governor said a er speaking at an event to pro-
mote work done by a program at Arizona State 
University tasked with fi nding new sources of 
water and conserving what the state has.

And Hobbs took a poke at those who believe 
that what they are drinking right now is pure and 
untouched.

“The fact is, most of the water that we get out 
of our taps in Phoenix comes out of the Colorado 
River,” she said.

“I don’t know if you’ve been to the river at any 
time,” she said. “But people recreate in there.”

More to the point, the governor said, that river 
water goes through a purifi cation process before it 
comes out of the faucet.

“This is no diff erent,” she said of what is 
known as “advanced water purifi cation,” though 
the process — approved by the state Department 
of Water Quality — is far more intense and in-
volves more steps including additional fi ltering.

Hobbs was speaking Wednesday during a for-
mal celebration of the Arizona Water Innovation 
Initiative. That program, operating out of Ari-
zona State University, is designed to work with 
communities, industrial users, farmers and others 
to fi nd new ways to help the state’s water supply, 
from augmentation and desalination to conserva-
tion and reuse.

“We’ve taken action to get Arizona business-
es the tools they need to grow alternative water 
supplies so they don’t have to depend on ground-

water,” Hobbs said of the work being done there. 
And she said it is why Arizona is “on the forefront 
of water-management solutions.”

“It’s why I invested $40 million into the 
AWII,” she told those in attendance at the event.

Only thing is, it wasn’t Hobbs who put that 
money into the program. It was her predecessor, 
Doug Ducey, who set aside COVID relief dollars 
in November 2022.

So why did the governor, in the middle of her 
reelection eff ort, make that claim?

“I don’t know the answer,” she said when 
asked a er the event.

A er she le , some of her advisers sought to 
justify the claim.

“All of the work and the decisions that were 
made were made under the Hobbs administra-
tion,” said Jennifer Loredo, one of the governor’s 
policy advisors. And Patrick Adams, Hobbs’ se-
nior adviser for water policy, said while the mon-
ey actually was allocated by Ducey — one of a 
series of COVID grants he awarded in the last 

weeks of his administration — said “there wasn’t 
a water innovation initiative as a name.”

But that, too, is untrue: The 2022 press release 
from ASU said the university “will lead a multi-
year Arizona Water Innovation Initiative to pro-
vide immediate, actionable and evidence-based 
solutions to ensure that Arizona will continue to 
thrive with a secure future water supply.” 

And it credited Ducey for providing the 
funds.

Still, Loredo said it was the Hobbs administra-
tion that sat down with ASU to work out “what 
are some of the priorities.”

And Loredo had yet one more reason she be-
lieves her boss can take credit.

She pointed out Hobbs, a er taking offi  ce, re-
scinded about $210 million in grants of COVID 
dollars that Ducey had doled out in his last days 
in offi  ce.

That involved 19 grants to 16 organizations 
given out between Dec. 30 and Jan. 1. An attorney 
for Hobbs said at the time that those last-minute 
grants were illegal because Ducey had not used a 
competitive bidding process.

By contrast, Loredo noted, Hobbs le  the 
AWII grant in place.

“We saw this as a good investment,” she said.
But the funding wasn’t one of those last-min-

ute grants: The announcement came Nov, 16, 
2022.

Regardless of who gets credit, what is clear is 
that one of the subjects this program is designed 
to address goes straight to the heart of the debate 
about recycling. And it comes as some Arizona 
communities already are looking at the possibil-
ity of using treated effl  uent given the multi-year 
drought and cuts in water from the Colorado Riv-
er.

State offi  cials have done what they can to tamp 
down that “toilet to tap” phrase, something they 
conceded is designed to eliminate the “ick” factor 
of the idea that something fl ushed down the toilet 
could end up back in the drinking water supply 
days later.

Initially it was being promoted under the more 
sanitized name of “direct potable reuse.”  But the 
Department of Environmental Quality, which has 
oversight of the regulations, fi nally opted for “ad-
vanced water purifi cation.”

Gov. Katie Hobbs speaks at a press conference in January. Hobbs is 
lashing out at those trying to undermine plans for what some call a 
“toilet to tap” system of converting waste into drinking water. (Cap-
itol Media Services/Howard Fischer)

Governor critical of opponents to water purifi cation program
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 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!
ELECTION 2026

By Howard Fischer
CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — At least $34 million 
has been spent to get Katie Hobbs a 
second term as governor.

That’s what clearly can be identifi ed 
from newly fi led campaign fi nance re-
port.

But the actual number is more. 
Probably a lot more.

And the reason is that Hobbs and 
her supporters are using a system of 
multiple campaign accounts to funnel 
money into advertising promoting her 
candidacy and urging voters to reject 
Andy Biggs, her Republican foe.

More to the point, millions of dollars 
are being transferred back and forth 
among her own committees as well as 
others run by the Democratic Party. 
And that makes it diffi  cult, if not im-
possible, to trace every dollar and elim-
inate duplications.

The dollars are a little easier to track 
on the Republican side.

GOP nominee Andy Biggs, who 
has only a single committee, listed his 
spending at more than $5.2 million.

But that’s just a small slice of the 
money being spent to get him elect-
ed. He also has been helped by more 
than $20 million spent by others — 
mainly Turning Point PAC, with ads 
either people to vote for him or against 
Hobbs.

What we do know about spending 
on behalf of the governor is that the 
latest report fi led by her Elect Katie 
Hobbs Committee shows it has spent 
nearly $17.8 million on her reelection.

But the same people who operate 
her offi  cial campaign also run Copper 

State Values.
That’s a political action committee 

which is specifi cally set up to take large 
donations, beyond what individuals can 
give, as well as funds from PACS set up 
by corporations and labor unions. And 
some $9.5 million has fl owed trough 
there, like $1 million from the Amer-
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees and $800,000 
from the United Brotherhood of Car-
penters.

And then there is another $6.3 mil-
lion collected by the Katie Hobbs Vic-
tory Fund, yet another political action 
committee, which takes both individu-
al and direct corporate money.

But in both cases, most of the dollars 
collected are transferred to yet other 
committees. And the big player here is 
the Navajo County Democratic Com-
mittee which is being used by the state 
party to collect donations and make ex-
penses, not just on behalf of Hobbs but 
also for other Democratic candidates.

One big reason is that candidates 
can’t accept individual donations of 
more than $5,500. And they defi nitely 
can’t take corporate money.

But the party can. And then it can 
use those funds to run its own ads tout-
ing its candidates using those dollars.

In this case, the Navajo County 
Democratic Committee lists more than 
$33.2 million in expenses, including 
more than $21 million on broadcast ad-
vertising.

But that does not break down how 
much of that went into TV ads now ap-
pearing which are specifi cally designed 
to promote Hobbs’ candidacy and crit-
icize Biggs.

Hobbs outspending Biggs 
in latest campaign fi nance 
reports for governor’s race
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Speak Up 
Here are some comments about 
stories happening in your area: 

Gas prices still at record 
highs despite drop around 

Valley

“Greed! Take a look on what 
the CEO of the fuel companies 
are making. Total compensation 
for major oil and fuel company 
CEOs ranges from roughly $32 
million to over $44 million annu-
ally for top U.S. companies.” — 
Jerry M.

Arizona governor critical 
of those opposing water 

purification program

“Reclamation is covering the 
bulk of the costs to upgrade the 
wastewater facilities and many 
cities are doing this, like Ventura, 
California.” — Carol E.

Second Arizona fab 
construction complete, 

TSMC says during 3Q report

“We already need hundreds 
of long term technicians, en-
gineers, etc. and the need will 
only grow. I’ve seen massive 
hiring events take place month-
ly.” — Brett A.

HALO Animal Rescue to 
close Phoenix location, 

move to Glendale

“Well, I’m hoping that’s awe-
some news. I love Halo.” — Char 
C.

Please send your comments to 
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  

We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines. LOCAL/STATE NEWS

Take the Civility Pledge
Yes, I will do my part to help 

my community become a safe 
place for people to engage in civil 
discourse about public issues. 
Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ 
to take the pledge.
 

Your Opinion
Our opinions page is to provide 

an open forum for our readers. We 
hope to stimulate debate, not to 
dominate or control it. We reserve 
the right to edit our opinions, and 
we insist on civility. Please include 
your name and phone number, so 
we can contact you for clarifi cation 
or confi rmation. We welcome your 
photo. All opinions must be no more 
than 300 words. 

Those that are judged as 
personal attacks or complaints 
about neighbors, businesses or 
other opinion writers will not be 
considered. 

No person may submit more 
than two opinions for publication 
during a calendar month. Two 
submissions in the same issue will 
not be published. The content of a 
submission is the responsibility of 
the person who submitted it.
 

Speak Up
We support the use of pen names. 

Too many people don’t speak up 
because they fear intimidation or 
even danger to their families and/or 
careers. Pen names are an important 
part of our nation’s history. 
 

Corrections 
We will promptly correct all factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” to 
the people about whom we write. 

Readers who disagree with a news 
story are welcome to respond with a 
letter. • See Letters on page 15

OPINIONS
ELECTION 2026

Harder understands Phoenix 
Council District 4

Having known Ashley Harder for 
many years, one of the things that 
fi rst connected us was a shared pas-
sion for historic preservation.

I noticed Ashley’s work when she 
completed an early redevelopment 
project in the F.Q. Story Historic 
Neighborhood. What impressed me 
was the way she approached adap-
tive reuse: respecting the character of 
an existing building while  giving it a 
new purpose.

That may sound simple, but any-
one who has spent time working in 
historic preservation knows it is not. 
Phoenix is growing rapidly and the 
challenge is not choosing between 
growth and preservation. It’s fi nding 
ways to accommodate change while 
protecting the neighborhoods, build-
ings and character that make our city 
unique.

Over the years, I’ve watched 
Ashley bring that same approach to 
projects throughout Phoenix. She 
understands that redevelopment 
does not have to  erase what came 
before. Done thoughtfully, it can 
strengthen neighborhoods, support 
small businesses and breathe new life 
into places that might otherwise be 
lost.

As past president of the F.Q. 
Story Preservation Association and 
a long-time resident, I know that 
historic preservation is not a singular 
issue. The concerns of residential 
and commercial historic preserva-
tion are diff erent. Phoenix’s historic 
neighborhoods are at the foundation 
of its downtown resurgence with 
continuity and character that other 
cities envy. Ashley understands this 
well.

As a former vice-chair and steer-
ing committee member of the Down-
town Voices Coalition, I’m very 

familiar with central city’s challenges 
including housing, sustainability, 
transportation, redevelopment and 
neighborhood revitalization. These 
complex issues require thoughtful 
leaders willing to listen and work 
collaboratively toward practical 
solutions.

That is the Ashley Harder I have 
come to know.

I’ve seen her commitment to 
historic preservation and responsible 
redevelopment fi rsthand. That expe-
rience and perspective are essential 
on the Phoenix City Council that 
will shape the future of District 4.

Steve Dreiseszun
PHOENIX

GROWTH

City building but D.C. keeps 
getting in way

Goodyear is one of the fast-
est-growing cities in America. Every 
month we approve homes, break 
ground on employment sites and 
work to keep power and water ahead 
of demand.

Residents don’t experience infra-
structure as policy. They experience 
it as a utility bill, a commute or a job 
off er that shows up or doesn’t. Too 
o en, what stands between a project 
and a payoff  isn’t the city council. 
It’s Washington, D.C.

When an energy project or trans-
mission line dies in federal review, 
it’s reported as an environmental vic-
tory. In Goodyear, it reads diff erent-
ly: a year of construction work that 
never came, a home that never got 
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built, a bill that keeps climbing.
That process was built to stop 

things, and decades ago it worked, 
when the threat was an unregulated 
smokestack next to a school. But 
the project today is more likely 
a transmission line carrying solar 
power to West Valley homes and 
employers. A federal review aver-
aging 4 1/2 years doesn’t know the 
diff erence. Nationally, about 2,600 
gigawatts of generation sit in line 
waiting to connect, more than the 
entire grid we operate today, and 
most of it clean.

That isn’t protection. It’s paraly-
sis, and ratepayers pay for it.

Sen. Ruben Gallego’s energy 
plan takes the problem seriously. 
It protects workers and prevailing 
wages, off ers a path forward for 
communities built around older 
energy jobs and treats permitting 
backlog as the cost driver it is. It 
cuts red tape and lets us build.

Congress is expected to take up 
permitting legislation in the com-
ing months. Arizona is fortunate to 
have Sen. Gallego on the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee for that fi ght. He treats 
permitting delay as a problem to 
solve, not a virtue to defend.

Cities like ours don’t have the 
luxury of waiting. The growth is 
already here. We can keep obstruct-
ing, or we can build. Goodyear is 
ready.

Brannon Hampton
GOODYEAR

The author has served on the Good-
year City Council since 2017.

POLITICS

Reader: Trump, GOP don’t 
embody the Cowboy Code

I used to be a Republican. I voted 
for Ronald Reagan. To me, Reagan 

embodied the Cowboy Code of 
actor singer Gene Autry. The code 
included that the cowboy must 
never shoot fi rst, hit a smaller man 
or take unfair advantage. He must 
always tell the truth. He must help 
people in distress.

How do Trump and his rub-
berstamping Congress embody 
the Cowboy Code? So much for 
not shooting fi rst nor taking unfair 
advantage. Our country now sees 
murder on the high seas, execution 
of American citizens by ICE and 
health care stripped from the poor 
in favor of tax cuts for billionaires. 
What does Rep. Abe Hamadeh 
think of an administration which 
takes unfair advantage?

When looking at the Cowboy 
Code voters might ask, “Can I ever 
expect this Republican Congress to 
hold Trump accountable, make him 
keep his word?” Trump said no more 
endless wars. What do they call the 
war against Iran? He also prom-
ised to end the Russian war against 
Ukraine. What does Rep. Hamadeh 
say about all this?

Trump says the war with Iran 
is “small potatoes.” If Iran is small 
potatoes, does that mean the U.S. 
troops killed in this war served for 
“small potatoes?” And since there 
were less U.S. troops killed under 
Biden, are those deaths even smaller 
potatoes? As a veteran I’m outraged 
about this small potatoes comment. 
What does Rep. Hamadeh say about 
Iran being small potatoes?

Voters should ask themselves if 
they are sick of a Congress that has 
done nothing but defend policies of 
raids, detentions and the separation 
of families. I contend Ronald Reagan 
would be sick of it all.

Face it. The Cowboy Code 
embodied decency and kindness. 
Those qualities were in the driver’s 
seat back then. Now? Decency and 
kindness are stuff ed in the trunk.

Steve Grogan
SUN CITY

Rep. Abe Hamadeh is seeking reelec-
tion in Congressional District 8, which 
includes parts of Glendale, Peoria, 
north Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City 
West and Surprise.

ELECTION 2026

Why I’m not voting Biggs for 
governor

As a Sun City resident, I am 
always happy to walk and drive 
through my neighborhood and see 
lots of solar panels and a growing 
number of hybrid cars and electric 
cars.

This is definitely the right di-
rection for society. This is Arizo-
na. We should all want more solar 
initiatives. Recently, I saw a house 
with solar panels and two electric 
cars with Andy Biggs signs in the 
yard. I was astonished.

Andy Biggs has fought this 
forward movement in sustainable 
energy. He voted to remove any 
tax credits which encourage people 
to move to sustainable sources.

Andy Biggs has consistently 
voted against clean energy invest-
ments and initiatives, including a 
significant vote against the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, which aimed 
to expand solar and wind develop-
ment. 

He has also supported measures 
that would repeal clean energy 
tax credits and limit environmen-
tal protections related to energy 
production. 

He says he likes consumer taxes 
but does he realize how punitive 
this is to regular working people? 
“The haves” will have no problem 
with consumer taxes; they can 
afford it. “The have nots” (me) will 
struggle even more than we are 
now. 

I will not vote for a candidate 
I think is backward-thinking and 
kowtows to Trump in every way. 
In my opinion, Andy Biggs has 
never truly put Arizona first. I urge 

people not to vote for him.
Debra Belkey

SUN CITY

This writer is using a pen name.

ELECTION 2026

I’m voting again for Abe 
Hamadeh

I wanted to meet with Congres-
sional District 8’s Rep. Abe Hama-
deh to form my own opinion and 
ask some questions which I felt were 
important before I could give this 
man my vote.

He had about 30 minutes as he 
was leaving one meeting and going 
to another. He met with about 15 
senior women and we pretty much 
grilled him on why he was running 
for offi  ce.

We were pleasantly surprised at 
how down to earth he is, how he 
directly answered our questions. 
We did not hold back. He totally 
answered why he felt the way he did 
and openly listened to us.

I am grateful for him and his love 
of this country. 

Congressman Hamadeh has done 
what he promised.

I am grateful for his desire to serve 
the USA. He was in the U.S. Army 
and is still willing to serve our veter-
ans and seniors.

I voted for him before and be-
cause of his promises and commit-
ment to veterans, I’ll vote again for 
my congressman, Abe Hamadeh.

Dolores McCaslin
SUN CITY WEST

Congressional District 8 includes 
parts of Glendale, Peoria, north 
Phoenix, Sun City, Sun City West and 
Surprise.

Letters
• From page 14 Please send your comments to 

AzOpinions@iniusa.org.  
We are committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long as 

they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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SPORTS
NBA

• See Murphy on page 17

• See Suns on page 17

Suns embrace each 
other’s superpowers as 
they prepare for season

By Ethan Kinney
CRONKITE NEWS

Every basketball player has their 
niche, something that helps them stand 
out from their competition on the 
court. The Suns refer to these special 
gi s as superpowers.

For some players, it simply means 
having a knack for putting the ball in 
the basket. For others, the superpow-
er is defi ned by more under-the-radar 
skills such as being in the right place at 
the right time or making up ground on 
defense.

As the Suns prepared for the reg-
ular season opener, which took place 
Thursday at Portland, the team’s pri-
mary goal is to blend these superpow-
ers while staying true to their founda-
tion and identity.

“It’s always fi rst and foremost who 

the player is,” Suns coach Jordan Ott 
said. “You don’t want to change who 
the player is, per se. We want to high-
light their greatest skills within the 
framework of our identity and what we 
do.”

The Suns have a versatile roster of 
players with numerous unique skill 
sets, making the process a lot easier, 
Ott said. They have players whose su-

perpower is shooting and putting the 
ball in the basket, such as guards Devin 
Booker, Collin Gillespie and Luke 
Kennard.

“Luke is a shooter, that’s his super 
skill,” Suns guard Jordan Goodwin 
said. “Then you know Booker’s super-
power, he’s going to put the ball in the 
hole.”

Other players’ superpowers are a bit 

more niche.
“I would say Rasheer Fleming’s su-

perpower is his recovery time,” Good-
win said. “He’s the only player I’ve 
seen be extremely late to a position and 
still go get a block somewhere.”

Goodwin’s superpowers have be-
come more evident as he has become 
an integral piece of the Suns’ rotation, 
spinning and barreling his way to be-
coming a fan favorite.

“Goodie’s (Goodwin’s) superpower 
is off ensive rebounding and just having 
a nose for where the basketball is at all 
times,” Gillespie said.

When asked where he has noticed 
the most personal development since 
his rookie season, Gillespie said that 
once he was able to consistently play 
and get an opportunity, the game 
slowed down for him and he was able 
to discover his own strengths.

“You can fi gure out what your su-
perpowers are,” said Gillespie, who 
joined the team in 2024. “We talk 
about that a lot here, and I think I’ve 

NO NEED FOR CAPES

Suns guard Devin Booker (15) drives on Detroit Pistons’ Ausar Thompson (9) during the fi rst half of a 
preseason game Monday, Oct. 5 in Detroit. (The Associated Press/Paul Sancya)

MLB

By Steve Megargee
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MILWAUKEE — As they watch 
manager Pat Murphy lead the Milwau-
kee Brewers to their fi rst World Series 
since 1982, the guys who played for 
him at Notre Dame and Arizona State 
can’t help but feel nostalgic.

Murphy celebrated Milwaukee’s 
NL Championship Series sweep by 
saying the Los Angeles Dodgers had 
Hall of Famers but his team had gamers. 
The theme wasn’t much diff erent from 
pep talks he gave his college teams.

“It’s kind of déjà vu,” said Cory 
Mee, who played for Murphy at Notre 

Dame from 1989-92. “I’ve heard this 
before.”

Murphy won exactly 1,000 games 
during a college coaching career that 
included stops at Maryville (Tennes-
see) and Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 
(California) before longer stints at No-
tre Dame (1988-94) and Arizona State 

(1995-2009). He now is on baseball’s 
biggest stage as the Brewers face the 
Tampa Bay Rays in the World Series 
starting today.

He may have tempered his approach 
since making a cold call to then-Notre 
Dame athletic director Gene Corrigan 

Brewers manager Pat Murphy’s former ASU, Notre Dame 
players say his MLB success hasn’t surprised them



and talking his way into the Fighting 
Irish coaching job at the age of 28.

But his knack for getting players to 
believe remains as strong as ever.

“Watching him with these Brewers, 
it struck me that he’s got a formula,” 
said Mike Moshier, who played for 
Notre Dame from 1986-89. “His algo-
rithm is the same now as it was 40 years 
ago.”

That formula includes playing strong 
fundamentals, creating belief, outwork-
ing opponents, keeping everything fun 
and preparing for any obstacle.

“He does a really good job of ex-
plaining the expectation of how we’re 
going to respond, what toughness and 
discipline look like, to be able to re-
spond to tough moments,” said Brett 
Wallace, who played for Murphy at 
Arizona State and again in the minor 
leagues and with the San Diego Padres.

The legend of the mud chart
There’s perhaps no greater exam-

ple than the “mud chart” Murphy 
designed to help Notre Dame’s 1989 
team earn an elusive NCAA Tour-

nament berth.
Notre Dame was in a dou-

ble-elimination Midwestern Colle-
giate Conference tournament seek-
ing the league’s automatic NCAA 
bid. 

The Irish fell 16-15 to Detroit and 
dropped into the losers’ bracket, so 
their season would end unless they 
won fi ve straight games.

Constant rain delays meant the 
last four of those games would take 
place in a span of 22 hours. One be-
gan at 1:30 a.m. and ended a er 4 

a.m.
Murphy designed a chart includ-

ing a square for each of the 45 in-
nings separating Notre Dame from 
its goal. Murphy fi gured the Irish 
needed to win or tie just about every 
inning. Whenever Notre Dame did 
that, he’d put a mud smudge in the 
corresponding square.

“It was posted in the dugout,” 
Mee said. “Every inning, he just 
stuck his hand in the dirt, put some 
water on it and put a thumbprint on 
it.”

just been able to fi nd ways to play off  
the ball, catching and shooting, playing 
in get action, pick-and-roll, threes, so I 
think my superpower is shooting and 
just fi nding ways to get it off .”

Ott has appreciated the way the 
players have bought into the team’s 
identity and their own identities during 
training camp, while continuing to 
hone the skills that have brought them 
here. 

He highlighted Kennard and Miles 
Bridges, two fi rst-year Suns who have 
excelled at that balance.

When discussing superpowers, how-
ever, it’s impossible to ignore the guy 
with the longest cape. There is little ar-
gument now that Booker is one of the 
greatest Suns of all time.

Suns guard Jalen Green said Book-
er’s immense skills make it extremely 
comfortable to play alongside him. 

“He’s one of the top shooting guards 
in the NBA for a reason,” Green said. 
“As coach says, his superpower, which 
Book has multiple of, is playing both on 
and off  the ball which makes the game 
much easier for everyone else.”
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USL CHAMPIONSHIP SOCCER

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Rising return home for their fi nal match of 
the season on Saturday, with the season hanging in 
the balance. The Rising will face Lexington SC for 
Fan Appreciation Night.

With eight teams making the playoff s in each 
conference, Phoenix is now in ninth tied with 
eighth-place Orange County SC with 39 points. 
Orange County leads on tiebreakers. San Antonio 
FC in seventh place with 42 points and has yet to 
clinch a playoff  spot. San Antonio plays Orange 
County in the fi nal match of the regular season.

If the Rising win on Saturday, they are in the 
playoff s. If they lose, they will be eliminated from 

the playoff s. If they draw, they will need both San 
Antonio to beat Orange County and Oakland to 
lose or draw in order to make the playoff s.

In a situation where the Rising and Orange 
County SC both win, it will create a three-way tie 
in which Orange County gets seventh place, Phoe-
nix gets eight place and San Antonio gets ninth 
placed based on the tiebreakers of record and goal 
diff erential against conference opponents in league 
matches.

Oakland Roots SC, with 38 points, is also a 
point behind Phoenix and Orange County and is 
still alive in the playoff  race. They will face Sacra-
mento Republic FC in the fi nal match.

At left, Rising forwards Gunnar Studenhoff t, left, and Ihsan Sacko celebrate during a home match. (Phoenix Rising FC)

Rising enter fi nal match with playoff s on the line

Suns
• From page 16

Murphy
• From page 16

Then-Arizona State coach Pat Murphy, left, protests to home plate umpire Jeff  Henrichs after a balk 
call allowed UC Irvine’s Taylor Holiday to score in the fourth inning of a College World Series baseball 
elimination game in Omaha, Neb., June 19, 2007. Murphy is now managing the Milwaukee Brewers 
in the World Series.(The Associated Press/Eric Francis)
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EVENT

Five15Arts exhibition 
pays tribute to artist and 
arts advocate Beatrice 

Moore with works 
inspired by her collection 
of vintage craft materials
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A new Phoenix group exhibition 
will celebrate the colorful aesthet-
ic of Grand Avenue and one of the 
artists who helped shape its creative 
community.

“Plush Plastic Pop” opens with 
a First Friday reception Nov. 6 at 
Five15Arts @ Chartreuse, 1301 NW 
Grand Ave.

The exhibition pays tribute to 
Beatrice Moore, who has spent 
more than four decades acquiring 
and restoring buildings along Grand 
Avenue and making spaces avail-
able to artists and other creatives. 
Five15Arts members were invited 
into Moore’s now-closed Kooky 
Kra  Shop, where they selected ma-
terials from her collection of vintage 
cra  supplies, including plastic doll 
parts, pom-poms, artifi cial fl owers, 
and googly eyes, to incorporate into 
their own work.

“It was such an intriguing and de-
lightful way to expand our art prac-
tice, using materials we wouldn’t 
have otherwise considered,” 
Five15Arts President Wendy Rai-
sanen shared in a press release.

Moore will also exhibit work in 
the show alongside 13 members of 
the Five15Arts collective: Bob Al-

len, Sheri Ashton, Daniel Friedman, 
Victoria Lindley, Harold Lohner, 
Charissa Lucille, Amy Menousek, 
Elissa Nowacki, Daniel Prendergast, 
Raisanen, Angela RoseRed, Lyn-
da Schlosberg and Marisa Skelp-
sa-Muños.

The exhibition will also be open 
during Grand Ave Fest on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, providing another opportu-
nity to see the works.

Five15Arts @ Chartreuse is a 

collective gallery 
on historic Grand 
Avenue featuring 
monthly exhibi-
tions by its mem-
bers and invited 
artists.

Artist Lynda Schlosberg 
will also showcase works 

at “Plush Plastic Pop” 
starting Nov. 6. (Photo 

provided by Five15Arts)

Phoenix art show celebrates Grand Avenue’s colorful legacy
IF YOU GO
What: “Plush Plastic Pop,” 
Five15Arts member group exhibi-
tion 
Opening reception: 6 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 6
Special event: Grand Ave Fest, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7
Where: Five15Arts @ Chartreuse, 
1301 NW Grand Ave., Phoenix
Regular gallery hours: 6-9 p.m. Fri-
days; 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays and 
Sundays; or by appointment

Harold Lohner’s “Clowns 2” will be on exhibit at Five15Arts @ Chartreuse. 
(Photo provided by Five15Arts)
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YOUR EVENTS, PLEASE 
We welcome your events for our 
Neighborhood To-Do List page. 
Please send the following for 
publication in our calendar: 
name of the event, time, date 
and location with address and 
if there is a cost to attend.  
Email us: AZNews@iniusa.org. 

EVENTS 
The Sun City West 
Independent 
will host its Sun 

City West Expo at 9 a.m. 
Wed., Oct. 28 at the SCW 
Foundation. Individuals 
wishing to participate may 
reach out to the sales team. 
Email us: AZAds@iniusa.org. 

IN

YO U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  T O - D O  L I S T

Longview Neighborhood Recreation Center, in Phoenix, will host Trunk-or-Treat on Oct. 
29. (Metro Creative Connection)

• See Calendar on page 21

TRUNK OR TREAT AT 
ABRAZO
About: 6-8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23 at 
Abrazo Peoria Emergency Center, 
26900 N. Lake Pleasant Parkway, 
Peoria
Info: Come spend the early evening 
with local fi refi ghters, health offi  cials 
and friends and family from the 
neighborhood with a family-friendly 
night of trunk or treating.
Web: abrazohealth.com

HALLOWEEN COMICS 
CELEBRATION
About: 5-9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, at 
Phoenix Center for the Arts, 1202 N. 
Third St., Phoenix
Info: Panels & Pages Halloween 
celebrates comics, art and creativity 
with artist discussions, vendors, col-
laborative art activities, exhibitions 
and book signings. General admis-
sion is free.
Web: phoenixcenterforthearts.org

SCIENCE AFTER DARK
About: 6-10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, 
at Arizona Science Center, 600 E. 
Washington St., Phoenix
Info: The Paranormal Project: 
Where Science Meets Supernatural 
explores unusual phenomena, para-
normal culture and the mysteries of 
the unexplained. Tickets start at $20.
Web: azscience.org 

ORPHEUM GHOST TOURS
About: Select dates Oct. 23-31 at 
Orpheum Theatre, 203 W. Adams 
St., Phoenix
Info: Explore the historic theater’s 

past through guided tours highlight-

ing its architecture, backstage spac-

es and reported ghostly encounters. 

Tickets are $30.

Web: pccticketing.com 

ROADRUNNER PARK 
FARMERS MARKET
About: 8 a.m.–noon, Saturdays, Oct. 
24 and 31 at Roadrunner Park, 3502 
E. Cactus Road, Phoenix
Info: The weekly farmers market 
features locally grown produce, fresh 
baked goods, specialty foods, hand-
made products and other off erings 
from Arizona farmers and vendors.
Web: arizonacommunityfarmersmar-
kets.com

BOO BASH AND 5K DASH
About: 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, Oct. 
24 at Millennium High School, 14802 
W Wigwam Blvd., Goodyear
Info: Join the LESD Educational 

Foundation for the inaugural Boo 

Bash & 5K Dash in Goodyear. Run 

or walk, dress up, enjoy Halloween 

fun and support local students and 

educators.
Web: 4peaksracing.com/events/
boo-bash-2026

BOOFEST RETURNS
About: 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, 

at Paseo Highlands Park, 3435 W. 

Pinnacle Peak Road, Phoenix

Info: Phoenix celebrates its 23rd 

annual BooFest with live entertain-

ment, costume contests, candy, 

infl atable attractions and children’s 

train rides. Admission is free. Food 

and merchandise will be available 

for purchase.

Web: phoenix.gov

PARADISE VALLEY 
TREATS
About: 6-8:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
24, at Paradise Valley Community 
Center, 17402 N. 40th St., Phoenix
Info: Families are invited to a free 
trunk-or-treat celebration featuring 
candy, infl atable attractions and 
games. Children are encouraged to 
wear Halloween costumes.
Web: phoenix.gov

HALLOWEEN SENSORY 
NIGHT
About: 4:30-6:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
25, at Children’s Museum of Phoe-
nix, 215 N. Seventh St., Phoenix
Info: The museum hosts a senso-
ry-conscious Halloween evening 
for children with autism and other 
needs. Families can explore exhibits 
in a quieter environment while enjoy-



ing costumes, treats and seasonal 
activities. Admission is free, but 
reservations are required.
Web: childrensmuseumofphoenix.org

HALLOWEEN MOVIE 
CLASSIC
About: 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
at Orpheum Theatre, 203 W. Adams 
St., Phoenix.
Info: The historic theater presents 
a screening of Tim Burton’s “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas,” featur-
ing the adventures of Jack Skelling-
ton and the residents of Halloween 
Town. Tickets start at $11.
Web: pccticketing.com

HALLOWS’ EVE FESTIVAL
About: 6-9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29, 
at Arizona Center, 455 N. Third St., 
Phoenix
Info: Downtown Phoenix’s Hallow-
een celebration features costume 
contests, candy, a petting zoo, live 
DJs, face painting, games, crafts 
and market vendors. Admission is 
free.
Web: dtphx.org/hallowseve

LIVE JAZZ AT WRIGLEY 
MANSION
About: 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29 at 
Wrigley Mansion, 2501 E. Telawa 
Trail, Phoenix
Info: Wrigley Mansion’s Hormel Jazz 
Series brings live jazz to the historic 
landmark overlooking the Valley. 
Visitors can enjoy an evening of 
music and dining. Reservations are 
recommended.
Web: wrigleymansion.com

LONGVIEW TRUNK-OR-
TREAT
About: 6-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29, 
at Longview Neighborhood Rec-

reation Center, 4040 N. 14th St., 
Phoenix
Info: Families can enjoy free 
trick-or-treating from decorated 
vehicles, Halloween games and 
a spooky exhibit. Costumes are 
encouraged.
Web: phoenix.gov

JOY BUS ANNUAL GALA
About: 6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30 at The 
Arizona Biltmore, 2400 E. Missouri 

Ave., Phoenix
Info: The Joy Bus Gala, an evening 
of dining, storytelling, entertainment 
and philanthropy benefi ting The Joy 
Bus and its passengers, persons 
bravely battling cancer throughout 
our community.
Web: joybus.org

13TH FLOOR HAUNTED 
HOUSE
About: Select evenings through 

Sunday, Nov. 1, at 13th Floor Haunt-
ed House, 2710 W. Bell Road, Suite 
1180, Phoenix
Info: The seasonal haunted attrac-
tion features elaborate sets, live 
performers and multiple immersive 
walkthrough experiences. The 2026 
attractions include Dead City Up-
rising, House of Flesh and Reaping 
Grounds. Tickets are required. Or-
ganizers warn the experience may 
be too intense for children 12 and 
younger. 
Web: 13thfl ooraz.com

BOOFEST
About: 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24 
at Paseo Highlands Park, 3435 W. 
Pinnacle Peak Road, Phoenix
Info: Celebrate Halloween at 
Phoenix’s 23rd annual free BooFest 
with live entertainment, costume 
contests, complimentary candy and 
treats, infl atables, a children’s train 
ride and other activities. Food and 
artisan goods will be available for 
purchase. 
Web: phoenix.gov/boofest

PIRATES IN CONCERT
About: 7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
Oct. 30-31, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
1 at Symphony Hall, 75 N. Second 
St., Phoenix
Info: The Phoenix Symphony per-
forms the score to “Pirates of the 
Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Pearl” live while the 2003 fi lm is 
shown on screen.
Web: phoenixsymphony.org

STATE FAIR FINALE
About: Noon-10 p.m. Friday-Satur-
day, Oct. 30-31, and noon-9 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 1 at Arizona State Fair-
grounds, 1826 W. McDowell Road, 
Phoenix
Info: The Arizona State Fair closes 
its 2026 season with its fi nal week-
end of rides, food, exhibits and 
entertainment.
Web: azstatefair.com
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The historic Orpheum Theatre’s past will be told through guided tours Oct. 23-31 to 
highlight its architecture, backstage spaces and reported ghostly encounters. (Photo 
by w_lemay, provided by Wiki Commons)
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JUMBLE  By Tribune Content Agency MARMADUKE  By Bradley Jay Anderson 

FAMILY CIRCUS  By Bil & Jeff Keane

COMICS & FUNCO M ICS & FUN check out our digital puzzles onlinecheck out our digital puzzles online

PICKLES  By Brian Crane

GARFIELD  By Jim Davis

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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OPTRAS

WITTY RIVER EMBARK EXPENDJumbles:
Answer: The math whiz liked odd numbers but thought 

those divisible by two were — EVEN BETTER
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BABY BLUES  By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman BEETLE BAILEY  By Greg Walker, Brian Walker & Neal Walker

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE  By Lynn Johnston HAGAR THE HORRIBLE  By Dik Browne

BLONDIE  By Dean Young & John Marshall CLASSIC PEANUTS  By Charles M. Schulz

LOOKING BACK CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Oct. 22
Thursday, Oct. 22, is the 295th day of 2026. 
On Oct. 22, 2012, cyclist Lance Armstrong was formally 
stripped of his seven Tour de France victories and 
received a lifetime ban from Olympic sports after the 
International Cycling Union chose not to appeal doping 
charges against Armstrong by the United States Anti-
Doping Agency.
Also on this date:
In 1797, André-Jacques Garnerin of France made the first 
successful parachute drop, descending about 3,000 feet 
to the ground from a balloon over Paris. He was hailed 
as the first successful parachutist and went on to make 
some 200 additional descents.
In 1836, Sam Houston was inaugurated as the first 
elected president of the Republic of Texas, which earned 

its independence from Mexico that year in a military 
rebellion.
In 1934, bank robber Charles “Pretty Boy” Floyd was shot 
to death by federal agents and local police at a farm near 
East Liverpool, Ohio.
In 1962, in a nationally televised address, President 
John F. Kennedy revealed the presence of Soviet missile 
bases under construction in Cuba and announced a naval 
blockade of all offensive military equipment shipped to 
Cuba.
In 1968, Apollo 7, the first crewed mission of NASA’s 
Apollo space program, returned safely from orbit, 
splashing down in the Atlantic Ocean.
In 1975, the Soviet space lander Venera 9 descended 
to the surface of Venus and transmitted the first 
photographs ever from the surface of another planet, 

revealing a harsh, rocky landscape.
In 2014, a gunman shot and killed a soldier standing 
guard at a war memorial in Ottawa, then stormed the 
Canadian Parliament building before he himself was shot 
and killed.
In 2016, the Chicago Cubs won their first pennant since 
1945, beating the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 6 of the 
National League Championship Series. (The Cubs would 
go on to beat Cleveland in the World Series in seven 
games, their first series championship since 1908.)
In 2019, Japanese Emperor Naruhito formally ascended 
to the Chrysanthemum Throne in a ceremony at Tokyo’s 
Imperial Palace in the presence of foreign dignitaries. 
Naruhito assumed the duties of emperor, a position with 
ceremonial roles but no political power, after his father 
Akihito abdicated earlier in the year.

•  Black Panthers co-founder Bobby Seale is 90. 
•  Actor Christopher Lloyd is 88. 
•  Actor Derek Jacobi is 88. 
•  Actor Catherine Deneuve is 83. 
•  Physician and author Deepak Chopra is 80. 
•  Actor Jeff Goldblum is 74. 
•  Actor-comedian Bob Odenkirk is 64. 
•  Olympic gold medal figure skater Brian Boitano is 63. 
•  Country singer Shelby Lynne is 58. 
•  Reggae deejay and singer Shaggy is 58. 
•  Film director Spike Jonze is 57. 
•  Argentine President Javier Milei is 56. 
•  Former MLB All-Star Ichiro Suzuki is 53. 
•  Actor Jesse Tyler Ferguson is 51. 
•  Actor Corey Hawkins is 38.
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ACROSS
1 Cartoon girl whose best friend 
 is Boots the Monkey
5 Brand of body wash
9 Meant but not said
14 Sigh of woe
15 Slip (past)
16 Residence
17 Sharp taste
18 Russian blues, e.g.
19 Foldable bed
20 Port
23 Kept on teasing

24 Isl. with four provinces
25 Basic nutrient
28 Port
32 Wetland ecosystem
33 __ poker
34 Holy people
35 Adapter letters
37 “Okey-dokey”
39 Breathing organ
40 Moved with haste
43 Formerly, quaintly
46 Leaves in hot water?
47 Port

50 Telepathic ability
51 Part of a pod cast?
52 Whodunit game
53 Port
58 “Until we meet again, mon  
 ami”
61 Unstable subatomic particle
62 “__ might say ... ”
63 Cough drop brand
64 Group driven to stay   
 together?
65 Neck and neck
66 Talus locale

67 Mount of Greek myth
68 Give temporarily

DOWN

 history

4 Home of Odin and Thor
5 Reader of secret messages
6 “Seems to me ... ”
7 Business reps
8 Nielsen of “Airplane!”
9 Stiff fabric
10 Be against
11 Foldable bed
12 Promising words
13 Oscar count for 1961’s  
 “West Side Story”
21 “Hello It’s Me” singer-  
 songwriter Rundgren
22 Flubs
25 Having measurable limits
26 Buck topper
27 Electrical pioneer Nikola

28 Comes up again
29 Turns out to be
30 “Awesome!”
31 Barrister’s head covering
32 Absurd situation
36 Letter between phi and psi
38 “Time’s up” callers
41 Embrace, as a cause
42 Judge to be
44 Sugar substitute with   
 sucralose
45 Series of gigs
48 Lyric poet of Lesbos
49 Frigate, for one
53 Spreadsheet unit
54 Informal reversals
55 Emotion expressed with  
 heart hands, perhaps
56 Gathering clouds, say
57 Lean (toward)
58 Triumphant cry
59 Auerbach of the Black Keys
60 Sort

Tribune Crossword
EDITED BY PATTI VAROL

By MaryEllen Uthlaut
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

10/22/26
10/17/26

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
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JUMBLE  By Tribune Content Agency MARMADUKE  By Bradley Jay Anderson 

FAMILY CIRCUS  By Bil & Jeff Keane

COMICS & FUNCO MICS & FUN check out our digital puzzles onlinecheck out our digital puzzles online

PICKLES  By Brian Crane

GARFIELD  By Jim Davis

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

G
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TYRPC

NHWSO

ETCPAC

ISRCSI

CROWN PURGE FICKLE PASTORJumbles:
Answer: To learn as much as possible about the Andes, 

students need to study a — RANGE OF TOPICS

Ans.
here: ”“
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BABY BLUES  By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman BEETLE BAILEY  By Greg Walker, Brian Walker & Neal Walker

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE  By Lynn Johnston HAGAR THE HORRIBLE  By Dik Browne

BLONDIE  By Dean Young & John Marshall CLASSIC PEANUTS  By Charles M. Schulz

TODAY IN HISTORY CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Oct. 23
Friday, Oct. 23, is the 296th day of 2026. 
On Oct. 23, 1983, 241 U.S. service members, most of 
them Marines, were killed in a suicide truck-bombing at the 
U.S. Marine Corps barracks at Beirut International Airport 
in Lebanon, while a near-simultaneous attack on French 
barracks in Beirut killed 58 paratroopers.
Also on this date:
In 1864, Northern forces won the three-day Battle of 
Westport on the border between Missouri and Kansas, the 
largest Civil War engagement fought west of the Mississippi 
River, smashing Confederate hopes of fomenting a popular 
rebellion and snatching Missouri from Union control.
In 1915, an estimated 25,000 women marched on Fifth 
Avenue in New York City in support of women’s suffrage.
In 1942, during World War II, Britain launched a major 
offensive against Axis forces at El Alamein in Egypt, resulting 

in an Allied forces victory.
In 1944, the Battle of Leyte Gulf began; the largest naval 
battle of World War II resulted in a major Allied victory against 
Japanese forces, paving the way for the retaking of the 
Philippines.
In 1956, a student-sparked revolt against Hungary’s 
Communist rule began; as the revolution spread, Soviet 
forces entered the country, ending the uprising on Nov. 4.
In 1987, the U.S. Senate rejected the Supreme Court 
nomination of Robert H. Bork, 58-42.
In 1989, 23 people were killed in an explosion at a Phillips 
Petroleum chemical complex in Pasadena, Texas.
In 1995, a Houston jury convicted Yolanda Saldivar 
of murdering Tejano singing star Selena; Saldivar was 
sentenced to life in prison with the possibility of parole and 
remains in prison.
In 2001, Apple released the iPod. An estimated 450 million 
iPod devices were sold before the line was discontinued in 
2022.

In 2002, Chechen rebels stormed a Moscow theater and 
took about 800 hostages, demanding that Russian forces 
withdraw from Chechnya. Russian special forces raided the 
theater on Oct. 26; most of the rebels and 120 hostages 
were killed.
In 2004, a magnitude 6.8 earthquake rocked central Japan, 
killing at least 68 people and injuring thousands amid 
massive power outages, scattered fires and damage to 
buildings, bridges and highways.
In 2011, Libya’s transitional council declared the North 
African country officially “liberated” from the four-decade 
dictatorship of Moammar Gadhafi, days after the ousted 
leader died at the hands of opposition fighters in his 
hometown of Sirte.
In 2020, the rival factions in Libya’s civil war signed a 
permanent ceasefire after years of fighting that had split 
the North African country in two. While the truce ended 
large-scale warfare, the country remained divided between 
east and west.

•  Film director Philip Kaufman is 90. 
•  Advocate and humanitarian Graça Machel is 81. 
•  Film director Ang Lee is 72. 
•  Jazz singer Dianne Reeves is 70. 
•  Country singer Dwight Yoakam is 70. 
•  Activist and philanthropist Martin Luther King III  
 is 69. 
•  Film director Sam Raimi is 67. 
•  Comedic musician “Weird Al” Yankovic is 67. 
•  Rock musician Robert Trujillo is 62. 
•  Actor Ryan Reynolds is 50. 
•  R&B singer Miguel is 41. 
•  Actor Emilia Clarke is 40. 
•  Actor Margaret Qualley is 32. 
•  NFL defensive end Nick Bosa is 29. 
•  Actor Amandla Stenberg is 28.
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ACROSS
1 “Ring out the thousand __ of  
 old” : Tennyson
5 Hat holders
9 Figure in a Faustian bargain
14 Name on a former lake in  
 Central Asia
15 Sandwich title
16 __ keyboard
17 Hayworth of “The   
 Strawberry Blonde” 
18 Gospel music?
20 Slogans
22 Ring topper

23 Screening org.
24 Chart-topper
26 High cloud
30 Really, really sticky   
 situation?
34 Fiver
35 Uncomfortably honest
36 Pulitzer winner James
37 African language family
40 __ Atleos: big name in ATMs
41 Oscar, but not Big Bird
42 Vicinity
43 Tenor Pavarotti
45 Molecule in some vaccines

46 Brag obnoxiously after   
 winning a swabbing   
 contest?
50 Gymnast Olga with four  
 Olympic gold medals
52 128 oz.
53 Colorado Plateau Native
54 Model/actress Kate
57 Mortar’s partner
59 Generous Volkswagen   
 promotion?
63 Panache
64 Mexican meat
65 Period after Shrove Tuesday

66 Toy (with)
67 Break the rules
68 Eight, in combinations
69 Minuscule

DOWN
1 Affection
2 Oratorio solo
3 Material for some patio   
 furniture
4 Board on some patio   
 furniture
5 Gatorade owner
6 Orecchiette shape
7 Foie __
8 Buttonhole, e.g.
9 Veto on movie night
10 Cautionary color
11 Spot for a metti
12 Two-time WNBA Finals MVP  
 Wilson
13 Picky criticism
19 Golden St. region
21 “Silly goose!” 
25 Distraught
27 Sitar piece
28 Very, informally
29 Pomegranate bit

31 “__ Is Betta Than Evvah!” :  
 1976 album
32 Home of the Kaaba
33 Revealing to all
36 Missing GI
37 Flavorful part of a cinnamon  
 tree

39 Proximate
41 Measurement given in   
 degrees
43 Led Zeppelin’s “Whole __  
 Love” 
44 Fit in with
46 Sesame Street denizen
47 Current source
48 “Finally!,”  or what can be  
 found in 18-, 30-, 46-, and  
 59-Across
49 Minuscule
51 Lake __ Vista, Florida
55 Capital west of Stockholm
56 Fraction of a min.
58 Big rig
59 TV monitor
60 Cheer syllable
61 Poetic preposition
62 Pantry pest

Tribune Crossword
EDITED BY PATTI VAROL

By Winston Emmons
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

10/23/26
10/23/26

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:
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Announcement
NNOOTTIICCEE

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
NNeewwssppaappeerrss  

will not knowingly
accept any

advertisement that is
illegal or considered

fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,

such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to

be true, chances are
that it is. 

If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding

or sending money ahead
of time, you check with

the Better Business
Bureau at 877-291-6222
for previous complaints.

Pets/Supplies
Meet FEFE! This former colony cat came to Sun Cities 4 Paws as a 
pregnant stray. Now she’s looking for a loving home of her own, where 
she can enjoy the comfort and security of life indoors. Fefe is a very 
sweet girl who loves being petted and spending time with people. She 
also has a playful side—laser and wand toys are among her favorites! 
Whether she’s chasing a toy or enjoying some a­ ection, Fefe has 

plenty to o­ er her future family. 
Could you give this sweet girl 
the forever home she deserves? 
Meet her at the Peoria Shelter, 
10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria, AZ 
or call 623-773-2246. More 
cats at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell 
Rd, Surprise. Fefe

Golf Cars

$CASH$
$CASH$

$$ CASH $$
For Your

Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Hearing Care

Landscaping
THE REAL 

YARD GUY LLC
YARD

MAKEOVERS
ªIrrigation Repair
ªRe-Rock All or Part  

of  Your Yard.
ªYard Makeover Special!
ªTractor Services

Tim Gades For
FREE ESTIMATE

(602)418-8123
SCHOA

ROC# 244544

Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets
• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed
Bonded 
Insured •BBB 
Roc# 272507

Plumbing

Remodeling

We Make YOUR Priorities OUR’S

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

ROC #324307
602-761-6591

• Residential - Commercial
• Roof Replacement & Repair
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating,
 Flat & TPO Roofing

Roofing

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY  &  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
VISIT US @ InIUSa.org/claSSIfIedS | eMaIl US: azadS@InIUSa.org | offIce HoUrS: Monday THroUgH THUrSday 9aM-4pM

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES 

$20 per MarkeT - 30 wordS
Your ad appears in the newspaper  

of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORy RATES 
STarTIng aT $45

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMpLOyMENT ADS 
STarTIng aT $60

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

eMaIlS:  
azads@iniusa.org 
legals@iniusa.org

T O  pL AC E  YO U R  A D  CA L L  U S  AT 
888-665-3848

TAKE THE
PAPER
WITH YOU.

Scan to read the  
latest edition online.

YourValley.net

q

SMALL
BUSINESS?
We have  
small-budget
options.

See m�e Classified Ads from �ound the Valley - Online at iniusa.�g/classifieds
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Roofing

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC
Serving Over

40 Years in
Sun Cities!

FREE  
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

Call 1-877-363-1321 now to

Tree Removal
BENNETT

TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree

Care

 *Trimming
*Removals

*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates

SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Public Notice

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 16, 23, 30, 2026/50406_1

Public Notice

Publish: Phoenix Independent,
October 23, 30, November 6, 2026/50572_1Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, 30, November 6, 2026/50704_1

Public Notice

LOCAL  
NEWS  
MATTERS.
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Public Notice

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, 30, November 6, 2026/50710_1
Publish: Phoenix Independent,
October 9, 16, 23, 2026/49727_1

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, 30, November 6, 13, 2026/50536_1

Public Notice

Public Notice
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Public Notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

Publish: Phoenix Independent,
October 23, 30, November 6, 13, 2026/50537_1
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le advierte que si usted no aparece en la corte en la audiencia inicial, la conferencia 

preliminar, cualquier conferencia o adjudicación, sin demonstrar una buena razón, el 

Tribunal podrá considerar su inasistencia como una renuncia de sus derechos y no está en 

contra de las declaraciones hechas en la moción.  Además, si no aparece, sin buena razón, 

la audiencia podrá llevarse a cabo sin usted, y podrá resultar en la cancelación de la patria 

potestad y/o el establecimiento de una tutela permanente basado en el récord y la evidencia 

presentado a la Corte, y además una orden de paternidad, custodia, o cambio de custodia en 

un asunto de ley familiar consolidado y una orden para apoyo de menor si la paternidad se 

establece. 

5. Si usted está recibiendo esta Notificación por publicación, usted puede obtener 

copias de la Moción de Tutela y Noticia de Audiencia si envía una solicitud escrita a: 

Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein, P.O. Box 32670, Phoenix, AZ 85064 o puede llamar (602) 283-

4791, o por correo electrónico al spfaff@firrp.org.  

6. El Tribunal Superior del Condado de Maricopa está llevando a cabo la audiencia 

de forma remota. Se les indica a las partes que se conecten a través de 

https://tinyurl.com/jbazmc-juj09 o llamando al +1 (917) 781-4590, Código de Participante 

292 462 301#. Si las partes desean comparecer en persona, deben solicitarlo a su abogado 

o, si no están representados por un abogado, a la división correspondiente llamando al (602) 

372-2053.  

7. Solicitudes para acomodaciones razonables para personas con incapacidades 

necesitan ser hechas por lo menos tres días de trabajo antes del procedimiento de corte, y 

pueden ser hechas al llamar al (602) 372-2053.  

8. Usted tiene el derecho a solicitar o hacer una petición antes de cualquier audiencia 

que la audiencia sea cerrada al público. 
 

SOMETIDO este ______ día de ________ del 2026. 
 

 
 
Por __________________________________ 

Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein  
Abogada para el Menor 

/s/ Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein 

13  octubre 
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Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein 
Arizona Bar #: 03854 
Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project (“FIRRP”) 
2025 N. 3rd Street, Suite 205 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Tel.: (602) 283-4791 
spfaff@firrp.org 
 
Abogada para El Menor 

 
EN LA CORTE SUPERIOR DEL ESTADO DE ARIZONA 

EN Y PARA EL CONDADO DE MARICOPA 
 

 
En el caso de: 
 
DANTE ALDAHIR  
LIZARRAGA ESQUER 
 
Fecha de Nacimiento: 24/12/2016 
(persona menor de 18 años) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
No. JD536519 

 
 

NOTIFICACION DE AUDIENCIA 
SOBRE EL NOMBRAMIENTO DE 
UN TUTOR  

 
 

Honorable Comisaria Nicole Brickner 

 

A: Luis Alejandro Lizagarra Enriquez, padre o tutor del menor dicho.   

1. Se notifica que la abogada, Cooper Richardson, sometió una Moción para 

Nombrar un Tutor según Titulo 8 de las leyes revisadas de Arizona, reglas 4.1 y 4.2 de las 

reglas de procedimiento civil, y reglas 344 y 345 de las reglas de procedimiento de la corte 

juvenil.  

2. Se fija una audiencia para considerar la petición para el 04 de diciembre del 2026 

a las 9:50 a.m. (9:50 a.m. en Sonora, MX), en el Centro de Tribunal Juvenil de Maricopa, 

3131 W. Durango St., Phoenix, AZ 85009, ante la Honorable Comisaria Nicole Brickner, 

para el propósito de determinar si existe un padre o tutor quien quiere disputar los alegatos 

de la moción.   

3. Usted y sus hijos tienen derecho a tener un abogado presente en la audiencia.  

Usted puede contratar su propio abogado o si no puede pagarle a un abogado pero quiere ser 

representado por un abogado, la corte le puede asignar un abogado. 

4. Usted tiene el derecho de aparecer como un partido en estos procedimientos.  Se 
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conference or adjudication, without good cause shown, may result in a finding that you have 

waived your legal rights and are not contesting the motion. In addition, if you fail to appear, 

without good cause, the hearing may go forward in your absence and may result in 

termination of your parental rights and/or the establishment of a permanent guardianship 

based on the record and the evidence presented to the Court, as well as an order of paternity, 

custody, or change of custody in a consolidated family law matter and an order for child 

support if paternity is established.  

5. If you are receiving this Notice by publication, you may obtain a copy of the 

Guardianship Motion and Notice of Hearing by submitting a written request to: Samantha 

Pfaff-Goldstein, P.O. Box 32670, Phoenix, AZ 85064 or you may call (602) 283-4791, or 

email spfaff@firrp.org. 

6. Maricopa County Superior Court is conducting the hearing remotely. Parties are 

instructed to call in using https://tinyurl.com/jbazmc-juj09 or +1 (917) 781-4590, Participant 

Code 292 462 301#. If the parties would like to appear in person, a request should be made 

to their attorney, or to the division at (602) 372-2053 if they are not represented by counsel. 

7. Requests for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities must be 

made to the Court by parties at least three working days in advance of a scheduled court 

proceeding and can be made by calling (602) 372-2053. 

8. You have the right to make a request or motion prior to any hearing that the 

hearing be closed to the public.   
 
 

DATED this _____ day of _________, 2026. 
 

 
 
By: __________________________________ 

Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein 
Attorney for the Minor 

            

 

/s/ Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein 

13th   October 
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Samantha Pfaff-Goldstein 
Arizona Bar #: 03854 
Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project (“FIRRP”) 
2025 N. 3rd Street, Suite 205 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Tel.: (602) 283-4791 
spfaff@firrp.org 
 
Attorney for the Minor, PETITIONER 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

 
 
In the Matter of: 
 
DANTE ALDAHIR  
LIZARRAGA ESQUER 
 
DOB:  12/24/2016 
(Person under 18 years of age) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
No. JD536519 
 
 
NOTICE OF HEARING OF 
APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN 

 
 

Honorable Commissioner 
Nicole Bricker 

 

TO: Luis Alejandro Lizarraga Enriquez, parent or guardian of the above-named 

child. 

1. Attorney Cooper Richardson filed a Motion to Appoint a Guardian pursuant to 

Title 8 of the Arizona Revised Statues, Rule 4.1 and 4.2 of the Arizona Rules of Civil 

Procedure, and Rules 344 and 345 of the Rules of Procedure for the Juvenile Court.  

2. The Court has set a Publication Hearing on December 04, 2026, at 9:50 a.m. 

(9:50 a.m. in Sonora, MX) at the Maricopa County Superior Court, 3131 W. Durango St., 

Phoenix, AZ 85009, before the Honorable Nicole Brickner for the purpose of determining 

whether any parent or guardian named herein is contesting the allegations in the Motion.    

3. You and your children are entitled to have an attorney present at the hearing.  

You may hire your own attorney or, if you cannot afford an attorney and want to be 

represented by one, one may be appointed by the Court.  

4. You have a right to appear as a party in this proceeding. You are advised that 

your failure to personally appear in court at the initial hearing, pretrial conference, status 

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, 30, November 6, 13, 2026/50571_1

Public Notice
Public Notice:

Arium Networks is proposing to install a 32-foot
light pole telecommunications utility structure
located within the public right of way at the
following site: the northwest corner of the
intersection of E Woodland Dr and S 46th St,
Phoenix, Maricopa County, Arizona 85048 (33
18 6.07N / 111 59 5.752W). The facility is not
expected to be FAA lighted. Arium Networks
invites comments from any interested party on
the impact of the proposed action on any
districts, sites, buildings, structures or objects
significant in American history, archaeology,
engineering or culture that are listed or
determined eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places and/or specific
reason the proposed action may have a
significant impact on the quality of the human
environment. Specific information regarding the
project is available by contacting EBI
Consulting, Project #260075626PR, 21 B
Street, Burlington, MA 01803, or at (617)
715-1822.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23,
2026/50707_1

Public Notice

LEGAL NOTICES

Business f iling, public notices, court
summons, legal postings and more can
now be published in your hometown
newspaper! 

 

All notices published in your local newspaper 
AND the Phoenix Independent - a newspaper that 
complies with A.R.S. 10-140.34 and A.R.S. 
39-201A & B as required by the State of 
Arizona for publishing legal notices.

Includes a notarized affidavit of publication  

Email:  legals@iniusa.org
Call:  888-665-3848

We make publishing
your legal notices

FAST & EASY!
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Public Notice

ORDINANCE NO. 26–13 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, 
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE FOUNTAIN HILLS TOWN CODE 
CHAPTER 16, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, BY REPEALING ARTICLES 16-2, SMALL 
WIRELESS FACILITIES, AND 16-3, UTILITY SERVICE ANTENNAS, AND ADDING A 
NEW CHAPTER 19, SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES; UTILITY SERVICE ANTENNAS TO 
THE TOWN CODE. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to replace the existing Town Code Chapter 16, Articles 16-2, 
Small Wireless Facilities, and 16-3 Utility Service Antennas, with a new Chapter 19, Small Wireless 
Facilities; Utility Service Antennas; and 

WHEREAS, updated ordinance seeks to enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunication 
services to provide such services to the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently while 
protecting residential areas from potential adverse impacts; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Council recognizes that technology and laws regarding these facilities have 
changed, so the Town’s regulations need to change accordingly; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Sections 1 and 2, Constitution of Arizona, and the laws of 
the State of Arizona, the Town Council has considered the individual property rights and personal 
liberties of the residents of the Town and the probable impact of the proposed ordinance on the cost 
to construct housing for sale or rent before adopting this ordinance. 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the preservation of the peace, health, and safety of the Town of 
Fountain Hills, Arizona, an emergency is declared to exist, and this ordinance shall become 
immediately operative and in force from and after the date of adoption. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein. 
SECTION 2.  Articles 16-2 and 16-3 of the Fountain Hills Code are hereby repealed as 

provided in Exhibit A. 
SECTION 3. Chapter 19, Small Wireless Facilities; Utility Service Antennas is added to the 

Town Code as provided in Exhibit B.  
SECTION 4. If any provision of this Ordinance is for any reason held by any court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, such provision or portion hereof shall be deemed 
separate, distinct and independent of all other provisions and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 5.  EMERGENCY CLAUSE - WHEREAS, it is necessary for the preservation of the 
peace, health, and safety of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, an emergency is declared to 
exist, and this ordinance shall become immediately operative and in force from and 
after the date of adoption. 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, this 6th day of 
October, 2026. 
 

TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA     ATTEST: 
/s/Gerry M. Friedel, Mayor   /s/Angela Padgett-Espiritu, Deputy Town Clerk  
      For Bevelyn Bender, Town Clerk 

REVIEWED BY:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/Rachael Goodwin, Town Manager      /s/Tim La Sota, Town Attorney 

AMENDED EXHIBIT A and B | Available in the Town Clerk’s Office 

Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent, October 16, 23, 2026/50702_1

ORDINANCE NO. 26–13 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, 
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE FOUNTAIN HILLS TOWN CODE 
CHAPTER 16, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, BY REPEALING ARTICLES 16-2, SMALL 
WIRELESS FACILITIES, AND 16-3, UTILITY SERVICE ANTENNAS, AND ADDING A 
NEW CHAPTER 19, SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES; UTILITY SERVICE ANTENNAS TO 
THE TOWN CODE. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to replace the existing Town Code Chapter 16, Articles 16-2, 
Small Wireless Facilities, and 16-3 Utility Service Antennas, with a new Chapter 19, Small Wireless 
Facilities; Utility Service Antennas; and 

WHEREAS, updated ordinance seeks to enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunication 
services to provide such services to the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently while 
protecting residential areas from potential adverse impacts; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Council recognizes that technology and laws regarding these facilities have 
changed, so the Town’s regulations need to change accordingly; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Article II, Sections 1 and 2, Constitution of Arizona, and the laws of 
the State of Arizona, the Town Council has considered the individual property rights and personal 
liberties of the residents of the Town and the probable impact of the proposed ordinance on the cost 
to construct housing for sale or rent before adopting this ordinance. 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the preservation of the peace, health, and safety of the Town of 
Fountain Hills, Arizona, an emergency is declared to exist, and this ordinance shall become 
immediately operative and in force from and after the date of adoption. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The recitals above are hereby incorporated as if fully set forth herein. 
SECTION 2.  Articles 16-2 and 16-3 of the Fountain Hills Code are hereby repealed as 

provided in Exhibit A. 
SECTION 3. Chapter 19, Small Wireless Facilities; Utility Service Antennas is added to the 

Town Code as provided in Exhibit B.  
SECTION 4. If any provision of this Ordinance is for any reason held by any court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, such provision or portion hereof shall be deemed 
separate, distinct and independent of all other provisions and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 5.  EMERGENCY CLAUSE - WHEREAS, it is necessary for the preservation of the 
peace, health, and safety of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, an emergency is declared to 
exist, and this ordinance shall become immediately operative and in force from and 
after the date of adoption. 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Fountain Hills, Arizona, this 6th day of 
October, 2026. 
 

TOWN OF FOUNTAIN HILLS, ARIZONA     ATTEST: 
/s/Gerry M. Friedel, Mayor   /s/Angela Padgett-Espiritu, Deputy Town Clerk  
      For Bevelyn Bender, Town Clerk 

REVIEWED BY:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/Rachael Goodwin, Town Manager      /s/Tim La Sota, Town Attorney 

AMENDED EXHIBIT A and B | Available in the Town Clerk’s Office 

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Ray Smith with SWS Engineering, Inc., will host a Neighborhood Meeting to
discuss the project referenced below. Any member of the public may participate in this conversation
as it pertains to this project by utilizing the access information provided under Meeting Details
below. According to Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant is required to host a Neighborhood
Meeting to present their project to the public while soliciting feedback and providing answers to
questions. Please note, the City of Surprise is not the host of this meeting; however, the assigned
City Planner will be available to provide information as needed in response to inquiries received
from residents. 

Applicant: Ray Smith, 602-793-3243, ray@sws-engr.com

City of Surprise: Alex Ferruccio, 623-222-3164, alex.ferruccio@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE: Monday, November 16, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM
PHYSICAL LOCATION: Marley Park Elementary School

15042 W Sweetwater Ave.
Surprise, AZ 85379

MEETING LOCATION                                      PROJECT LOCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  
A Conditional Use Permit with Site Plan for the construction of an approximate 900 square foot
drive through restaurant facility on a vacant pad located west of the northwest corner of Litchfield
Road and Waddell Road. Surprise Planning Case FS26-0365.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, Surprise Independent, October 28, 2026/50786_1

Public Notice

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org • 623-584-0350

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am 
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

Faith&
  Values
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%

 
O

Plus
Free Installation

20
24

 ©
 A

ll 
Ri

gh
ts

 R
es

er
ve

d.
 C

lo
se

ts
 b

y 
D

es
ig

n,
 In

c.
   

PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 10/31/26.
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