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Tempe stakeholders 
deliberate Prop. 424

Business owners question 
the need for higher tax

By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

As ballots roll out to voters in Tempe, 
the over 87,000 registered voters will 
decide on Nov. 3 to approve or deny 
Proposition 424, a permanent sales tax 
that adds 0.5% to non-grocery purchas-
es for public safety, transportation and 
municipally funded preschool. 

The process is making many sup-
porters skeptical. 

“I’ve always supported the taxes 
and bonds but the poor legal lan-
guage in this one is an immediate 
veto,” said Elaine Joyal, a scientist and 
botanist with a doctorate from Arizona 
State University.

Joyal has lived in Tempe for over 35 
years and raised her family here. She 
said she has almost always supported 
taxes and bonds to help schools and 

At right, Cassidy Lujan, owner of The Plant 
Mill, assists Arizona State University student 
Alex Sammarco, a regular at the store. 
(Independent Newsmedia, Madeline Bates) 

10 places to 
volunteer your 
time in Tempe

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
For members of the community who 

have a few extra hours in their week 
or for someone looking to dive into a 
passion project, below are 10 Tempe 
nonprofi ts that are seeking volunteers 
year-round.

• AZ HUGS: This organization
serves daily meals to the unhoused 
community at Moeur Park at Mill Av-
enue and Curry Road in Tempe be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers should 
show up to the park at 6 p.m. to assist 
with setup. Go to azhugs.org.

• City Hall Farmer’s Market: The
city is still looking for volunteers for 
various tasks each Sunday through 
April. Volunteers can visit tempe.gov 
or fi ll out the Google form at tinyurl.
com/2j7n8e7c

Tempe Community Action Agency: 
Volunteers are needed Monday-Sat-
urday for the food pantry and other 
opportunities include assisting with 
Meals on Wheels, neighbors helping 
neighbors, and special events. Those 
interested can visit tempeaction.org to 
sign up. 

• Aris Foundation. Shifts begin at
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From HIIT To FitFrom HIIT To Fit
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Check Out Our  
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Appointments (480) 796-1136  |  aspenmedaz.com

We accept Medicare and most major 
health insurance carriers

Numbness
Losing Feeling in your hands or feet and sometimes experiencing the pins 
and needles feeling.

Hurts to Walk
Having trouble walking, moving your feet, and being mobile is a very 
common symptom of Neuropathy.

Balance Problems
Feeling off balance, not being able to stand for long periods of time, and
just feeling off is a very common symptom.

Diabetic Nerve Pain
Pain caused by diabetes can impact the nerves and cause Neuropathy.
This pain can come at any time and last for days, months or more.

Restless Leg
The inability to stop moving your legs or other extremities. Unwanted 
movement and pain in the legs.

Arthritis
Inflammation and pain in the joints. This can impact almost any part of 
the body.

Prickling/Tingling
Painful prickling and tingling in the extremities is experienced by some of 
those with Peripheral Neuropathy.

Sharp Electric Pain
Feeling like you are being electrocuted, or touching a battery or electric
fence. This feeling can be shocking and very uncomfortable.

Burning Pain
The slow burn, and heat feeling that some people get in their hands and 
feet.

Cramping & Discomfort
Muscle cramping or general discomfort of the joints can happen 
throughout the body.

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to the nerves often causing weakness, pain, 
numbness, tingling, and the most debilitating balance problems. This damage is commonly caused by a hands 
and feet which causes the nerves to begin to degenerate due to lack of nutrient flow.

Non-Surgical Treatment Options

Our neuropathy treatment may be right for you if you suffer from the following:

NEUROPATHY 
PAIN RELIEF

Call 480-796-1136 Now to Schedule 
Your FREE Consultation!
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By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Tucked away off  of Mill Avenue and 
All-American Way is what once was 
the Tempe Sister Cities Garden at Ki-
wanis Park. The city will be turning it 
into a space for older adults and those 
with dementia to be able to have safe 
sensory experiences.

The space is estimated to cost 
around $700,000 budgeted through 
the Capital Improvement Plan and 
does not yet have an opening date. 
City staff  said they are also pursuing 
grants to help fund the project.

City offi  cials say the park is the fi rst 
of its kind in the nation, with the city 
of Calgary in Canada announcing a 
similar concept in July.

“Tempe is setting an example, not 
only for Arizona but for communities 
across the country where they’re look-
ing for innovative ways to support peo-

ple as they age and ensure everyone 
feels included and valued,” said Dana 
Kennedy, AARP Arizona’s state direc-
tor, at a press conference.

Tempe’s council and some commu-
nity members are excited to begin this 

project as it has a personal element 
for many of them.

Lisa Zyriek, a longtime Tempe res-
ident, said her father cared for her 
stepmother for years as she navigat-

Tempe to open park for older adults, 
dementia-diagnosed residents

Mayor Corey Woods gives remarks announcing the Dementia and Age Friendly Park 
space at Kiwanis Park in Tempe. (Pat Shanahan, City of Tempe) 

• See Park Page 6

NEWS IN BRIEF MORE ONLINE
See more news at yourvalley.net

Fundraiser 
raises over $5K 
for Alzheimer’s 
support

Senior Helpers of Tempe 
brought the community together on 
Oct. 18 for its inaugural Paws for a 
Cause: Howl-O-Ween fundraiser at 
Kiwanis Park, raising over $5,6000 
for the Alzheimer’s Association.

The family friendly event 
welcomed local businesses, 
families, and their four-legged 
companions for a morning of 

Halloween fun while supporting 
a cause that impacts millions 
nationwide.

As a local veteran-owned home 
care company that supports families 
aff ected by Alzheimer’s disease 
and other forms of dementia, this 
event was especially meaningful to 
Senior Helpers of Tempe.

Read more at yourvalley.net.

Tempe man faces 
$1.6M federal tax 
fraud charge

A federal grand jury recently 

returned a 17-count indictment 
against Nicholas Raymond Ponce, 
a 52-year-old Tempe man who 
authorities allege defrauded the 
U.S. of more than $1.6 million.

The suspect fi led fraudulent 
quarterly tax returns on behalf of 
his companies, Reduce My Card 
LLC and OPM Management Group 
LLC and falsely claimed that he was 
entitled to COVID-related tax credits 
based on wages paid to Form W-2 
wage employees, according to a 
release from the U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi  ce.

Read more at yourvalley.net.

mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:aznews@iniusa.org
mailto:azopinions@iniusa.org


YOURVALLEY.NET  | TEMPE INDEPENDENT  | OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2026  5  

602.560.4336

Get The Primary Care
You Deserve.

MDVIP Wellness Program
Expert comprehensive screenings and tests and a custom 
wellness plan designed for you.

Better Health Outcomes
Members have better control of chronic conditions like 
type 2 diabetes, high cholesterol and hypertension. Dr. 
Heavens has extensive training in care of menopause and 
hormone replacement therapy for women
and men, he is also a certified Biote provider.

Available After Hours
The doctor is available by phone and
 after-hours and on weekends.

Better Doctor- Patient Relationship
97% of MDVIP members are satisfied with
their relationship (vs 58% in traditional PCP)

HeavensMedical.com
4450 South Rural Road Suite A210 Tempe

Dr. Heavens is currentlyDr. Heavens is currently
accepting new patientsaccepting new patients

Get Started Today Get Started Today 

623.444.2734623.444.2734
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NO INSURANCE?
FREE membership 
with our in-house 

discount plan
(call for details)

NewDental Patients Welcome

Scan To Request 
Appointment

We accept 
Most 

insurance 
& Medicare 

plans

8675 S. Priest Dr. #101 • Tempe
Call 480-961-0600 • Text 520-428-7167

www.FamilyDentistryAZ.com

Sedation 
dentistry

Different Types of Implant 
Supported Denture

        

RIMA PETERS, DMD
• Adult & Kids’ Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry, Crowns, Bridges, Implants,   
  Veneers & Botox Treatment
• Adult & Kids’ Orthodontics, Braces & Invisalign®
• Adult Oral Conscious Sedation
• Full Mouth Reconstruction
• Root Canal Treatment
• Implants

DR. MARK LAMBRON
• Wisdom Teeth Extraction
• IV Sedation

JOHN A. CIANCIOLA, 
DDS, MSD
• Double Board Certified in Periodontology & Implantology
• Periodontal Treatment including gum & bone grafting
• Implant Placement

$49
new patient exam
includes comprehensive exam 

& full mouth digital images
WARNER VILLAGE COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

prior services. Expires 11/30/26

$1650
wisdom teeth

discounted cash price
exam, x-rays, IV sedation & removal

of (4) wisdom teeth for one low price
WARNER VILLAGE COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 

prior services. Expires 11/30/26

limited time only same 
day crown or veneer for 

$799
regular price $1,524

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or 
prior services. Expires 11/30/26

GET a New Crown 
in Just ONE Visit

Want the most convenient way to get a 
new crown? With our single-visit dentistry 

services, you can get a new smile in just 
one appointment.

ed dementia and she wished there 
would have had a space outside of 
the house that was safe.

“My dad was on a mobility device 
and my stepmother had dementia, 
which made it hard for them to get out 
in nature. I really wanted them to fi nd 
a spot where they could enjoy being 
in nature that would be safe for both 
of them,” she said.

Councilmembers Doreen Garlid 
and Nikki Amberg said they both had 
a parent with cognitive decline and 
were excited to see this project come 
to life to honor them.

“When I fi rst heard of this project 
I immediately thought of my mom 
and our family. This place would have 
been a safe haven for them and soon 
it’s going to be that for so many other 
families,” Amberg said.

Mayor Corey Woods says while this 

project is in Tempe, he hopes people
from across the Valley will enjoy it in
its completion.

“I’m really glad that we have it here
in this beautiful park in the center of
the community, so the fact that we can
make this accessible for people who
live in north Tempe, south Tempe and
all over the Valley makes me really ex-
cited,” he said.

The space will also serve as a re-
laxing place for caregivers, with de-
sign elements that help aid safety and
ensure that additional stress is not
placed on the patient or caregiver.

Donations to fund the park will
be operated through Tempe Diablos
Charities.

Architect John Kane with Architek-
ton said the fi rm will donate its time
and design to the project.

To voice your opinion on this story,
connect with us at AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org.

Park
• From page 4

SCAN HERE
FRANKLINFORKYRENE.COM

VOTE BY
NOVEMBER 3RD, 2026

Paid for by Friends of Franklin Zyriek for Kyrene School Board. Authorized by Franklin Zyriek.

COMMUNITY FOCUS
• Transparent leadership guided by parents, students, teachers, and the community

STUDENT SUCCESS
• Protecting small class sizes while strengthening academic, music, art, and gifted opportunities

INNOVATION WITH PURPOSE
• Smart & responsible technology adoption

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
• Responsible use of taxpayer dollars focused on student outcomes

VOTE FOR

RESPONSIBLE LEADERSHIP • INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS • ONE KYRENE

Endorsed by 
the Kyrene 
Education 

Association

http://www.FamilyDentistryAZ.com
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
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• GATE EXPANSIONS 

• PRIVACY WALLS 

• NEW CUSTOM GATES

BEFOREBEFORE

AFTERAFTER

Text/Call 480.331.3704480.331.3704 • RenovateYourGate.com

   LOCAL FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

YOUR GATE NEED AN UPDATE?YOUR GATE NEED AN UPDATE?

• DOG RUNS

• TRELLIS 

• SECURE KEYPAD ENTRY



8  OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2026  |  TEMPE INDEPENDENT  |  YOURVALLEY.NET

(480) 598-8800 • TheLucasGroup.com  

LUCAS - your
trusted, local 

experts for 
over 30

years!

Call or

Click

Tempe • 85284 • Warner Ranch 
3 BR, 2BA, upgraded, newer roof, comm pool

SSeeee IInnffoo aanndd VViiddeeoo aatt TTeemmppeeAAzzHHoommee..ccoomm

Chandler • 85226 • Carrillo Ranch 
4 BR, 2BA, 2536 sf, pool, great value!!

SSeeee IInnffoo aanndd VViiddeeoo aatt HHoommeeIInnCChhaannddlleerrAAZZ..ccoomm

Phoenix • Totally Remodeled
3 BR, 2BA, great location, pool, wow!
SSeeee IInnffoo aanndd VViiddeeoo aatt 88882299nn1177tthh..ccoomm

By Addison Beal
SPECIAL FOR INDEPENDENT 

NEWSMEDIA
A former Big Lots property in Tempe 

could turn into a place where families 
live and fi refi ghters answer their next 
emergency call. 

The city is planning to combine af-
fordable housing and a fi re station at 
950 E. Baseline Road. Before construc-
tion can move forward, offi  cials must 
work out how the two would share the 
property and how the housing will be 
funded. 

“We need housing. We need public 
safety,” said Kyle Carman, Tempe’s in-
terim fi re chief. 

Irma Hollamby Cain, Tempe’s dep-
uty community health and human ser-
vices director overseeing housing, said 

the need for a fi re station encouraged 
the search for property. 

The purchase was the city’s fi rst use 
of its aff ordable housing bond, ap-
proved by voters in November 2024.

Finding available land in the area 
where the Tempe Fire Medical Rescue 
Department needed a station was a 
challenge, she said.

“The fact that we were able to fi nd 
a property in the exact zone that fi re 
needed to place a fi re station was darn 
near miraculous,” Hollamby Cain said.

Initial assessments showed both 
uses could fi t on the property, she said. 
The city is now fi guring out whether the 
project can be built and fi nanced, as 
well as how the housing and fi re station 
would run alongside each other. A former Big Lots sits vacant at 950 E. Baseline Road in Tempe. The city plans to turn 

the property into aff ordable housing and a new fi re station. (Special for Independent 
Newsmedia, Addison Beal)

Housing, fi re station planned at 
former Big Lots site

• See Housing Page 9



YOURVALLEY.NET  | TEMPE INDEPENDENT  | OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2026  9  

For the fi re department, the loca-
tion is important to reduce emergen-
cy response times.

Sharing a property with housing 
raises questions about fi refi ghters 
needing secure access to their sta-
tion and residents needing separate 
entrances and ways to come and go.

Carman said streets along the 
front and back of the property help 
provide separate access. Offi  cials 
also need to determine how utilities 
would work among the two uses and 
expressed concerns about noise and 
traffi  c.

As for the housing side, Hollamby 
Cain said the city expects a future 
developer to seek federal low-in-
come housing tax credits. That fund-
ing would help build on the city’s in-
vestment in the property. 

She said income limits could be 
set at 60% or 80% of area median 

income, depending on the fi nancing.
The developer would manage the 

apartments, rather than the city, Hol-
lamby Cain said.

Jennifer Dangremond, Copa 
Health’s director of communications, 
said aff ordable housing projects 
require coordination between gov-
ernment agencies, developers and 
funding partners. 

Although not involved in the Big 
Lots proposal, Copa Health’s part-
nership with Tempe on La Victoria 
Commons gives an example of the 
amount of work involved in bringing 
aff ordable housing forward.

Dangremond said working fami-
lies struggle to fi nd housing they can 
aff ord, while seniors living on Social 
Security have similar challenges.

“Generally speaking, what we’re 
seeing across the valley is seniors 
getting priced out of housing,” she 
said.

She also warned that the time 
spent on planning, zoning and per-

mitting can increase development 
cost as work, materials and insur-
ance become more expensive.

For the Big Lots property, the city’s 
feasibility study will help guide de-
cisions about the design, fi nancing 
and shared operations. 

Hollamby Cain said Tempe is 
looking into other communities that 
have combined housing and fi re sta-
tions to learn what worked and what 
did not.

“We can learn from all their wins 
and their losses and hopefully avoid 
their losses and incorporate their 
wins,” she said.

Addison Beal is a student at the 
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication. Please 
submit comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpin-
ions@iniusa.org. We are committed 
to publishing a wide variety of read-
er opinions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines, https://www.your-
valley.net/civility-checklist/.

Housing
• From page 8
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4232 E Chandler Blvd  Suite 16 | Phoenix, AZ 85048
HiitzoneAhwatukee  |  Hiitzone.live

(480) 231-2070
tammy@hiitzone.live

From HIIT To FitFrom HIIT To FitHiitZoneHiitZone

Members or new sign-ups can bring a workout 
buddy for free all month long.

Fitness is Better Together! 

November Gratitude Special!

Bring a Friend for Free All of NovemberBring a Friend for Free All of November

Kyrene provides 
information on 
school transitions

In December 2025, the Kyrene 
Governing Board voted to approve 
a plan for school consolidation to 
preserve the Kyrene experience now 
and for generations to come. 

The plan approved by the 
Kyrene Governing Board closed 
three schools in the 2026-27 school 
year and three additional schools 
will close in the 2027-28 school 
year. Kyrene’s two Dual Language 
academies became open-enrollment-
only schools, with no attendance 
boundaries.

Nine additional Kyrene schools are 
experiencing boundary changes as a 
result of school consolidation.

To learn more and to stay up to 
date with changes in the district, visit 
kyrene.org.

mailto:AzOpin-ions@iniusa.org
mailto:AzOpin-ions@iniusa.org
https://www.your-valley.net/civility-checklist/
https://www.your-valley.net/civility-checklist/
https://www.your-valley.net/civility-checklist/
mailto:tammy@hiitzone.live
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If you have a new business that has 
just opened, is under construction or 
is celebrating an anniversary, please 

email mbates@iniusa.org

Compiled by Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

OPENINGS

1Part of Roman, God of Fire, a 
fi ne Italian restaurant at 52 E. 

Rio Salado Parkway, Mea Culpa, 
brings elements of the Vatican to 
Tempe. The speakeasy concept 
opened at the end of September 
and off ers biblically themed signa-
ture cocktails and small plates. 

2Mesa brewery Phantom Fox 
partnered with Mesa pizzeria 

Goat and Ram to open a com-
bined concept on 525 S. Mill Ave. 
in downtown Tempe. Customers 
can now get pizza and beer all in 
one place 

3A new café — Buff ables Café 
— comes to 1325 W. University 

Drive, serving acai bowls, smooth-

B U S I N E S S  M OV E S ies, coff ee and waff les.

CLOSINGS

4Café Lalibela has closed after 
30 years. The longtime Ethiopi-

an restaurant at 849 W. University 
Drive closed at the end of Septem-
ber. 

5Tempe Tavern has closed af-
ter 15 years. The bar at 1810 

E. Apache Blvd. was under fi re 
following several incidents where 
police accused the bar of serving 
underage patrons. The business 
closed abruptly.

IN THE NEWS

 A space of over 5,000 
square feet in Tempe at 

1140 W. Alameda Drive will 
soon be a baseball pitching train-
ing facility owned by KNCT Athlet-
ics. The new facility will feature two 
pitching mounds, a weight room, 
warm-up and cardio areas, open 
fl ex space, storage areas, and of-
fi ce space designed specifi cally for 
elite baseball training and player 
development. KNCT Athletics was 
founded by former Toronto Blue 
Jays pitcher Ben Baggett after bat-
tling an injury but eventually be-
coming a pro. The company will 
help aspiring pro pitchers reach 
their potential. 

7Amazon offi  cials have con-
fi rmed a new delivery center will 

be located at 1501 E. Apache Blvd. 
and will off er delivery in 30 minutes 
to shoppers in the East Valley. 

 East Valley gastropub 
Thirsty Lion at 2000 E. Rio 

Salado Parkway. No. 1041 
in the Tempe Marketplace will cele-
brate 15 years in business on Nov. 
5. Thirsty Lion is a modern restau-
rant concept featuring an eclectic 
mix of multicultural cuisines, scratch 
kitchen recipes, craft cocktails, 
beer and wine. With lunch, dinner, 
weekend brunch, daily happy hour, 
group dining, and catering options, 

DUNMOR

KNCT ATHLETICS

It off ers a lively, welcoming atmo-
sphere for everything from casual
meals to celebrations and events,
a release states.

COMING SOON

 Dunmor, a technology-en-
abled private real estate

lender, will occupy one of
four speculative offi  ce suites under
construction at 1337 E. Rio Sala-
do Parkway in Tempe on the west
wing of the property’s second fl oor
and plans to relocate its corporate
headquarters from Los Angeles to
Arizona. 
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AT LASTING IMPRESSIONS WE SPECIALIZE IN:
• Replacement Windows
• New Construction Windows
• Multi-Slide - Bi-Folding Doors
• Entry, French & Patio Doors
• Barn Doors & Hardware
• Interior Doors & Trim
• Velux Skylight and Sun Tunnels
• Security Doors & Retractable Screens

Mon-Thurs 8:30AM-5PM | Fri 8:30AM-4PM | Sat by appointment
4454 East Thomas Road, Phoenix, AZ 85018
602.508.0800 | liwindow.com

SAVE   $1500

CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE IN HOME 
ESTIMATE

ROC# 179513

UP
TO

Stop by our
showroom to view
the latest trends!

Let the Outside In...

The Arizona Animal Welfare 
League, an Arizona no-kill shelter, is 
hosting its 28th annual Walk to Save 
Animals on Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 
31 at Tempe Beach Park from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

This is AAWL’s largest fundraiser 
of the year and is raising funds for its 
lifesaving programs, from adoptions 
and behavior support to rural rescue 
eff orts and low-cost veterinary care for 
underserved communities. 

General registration will be $35 per 
person. Attendees can also register 
with their pet for an additional $10 
and receive a limited-edition leash 
cover. While pet registration is option-
al, leash covers are only available to 
the fi rst 250 pets registered.

This year’s Halloween-themed 
celebration invites walkers and their 

four-legged companions to dress up 
in their favorite costumes while enjoy-
ing a morning of family-friendly fun. 
Throughout the event, guests can stop 
by trick-or-treat stations designed for 
both people and pets.

The fi rst 500 attendees will receive 
a limited-edition Walk to Save Animals 
trick-or-treat bucket. Participants can 
choose between a 2K or 5K walk, with 
proceeds directly supporting AAWL’s 
life-saving programs.

The event will feature pet-friendly 
activities for the entire family, including 
a play zone, on-site adoption center, 
local vendors, a bubble party, food 
trucks, and more. ABC15’s Nick Ciletti 
will return as the emcee for this year’s 
event.

To register for the Walk to Save An-
imals, go to WalktoSaveAnimals.org. 

28th Annual Walk to 
Save Animals returns

The Arizona Animal Welfare League is hosting a Halloween Pet Walk event. (Submitted by 
Arizona Animal Welfare League)

LIKE US ONLINE
Find us on social media @yourvalley
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Beauty • Wellness 
Confidence

Jiaomei Liu
• Licensed Esthetician 

• Licensed Cosmetologist 
• PMU Instructor 
• SPCP Member

• Customized Facials &
Advanced Skincare Treatments

• Korean Lash Lift & Brow   
Lamination

lovebeautywellness.com • info@lovebeautywellness.com
(520)-280-6800 | Appointment Only

Our Services
• Full Body Waxing
• Permanent Makeup

(Brows, Eyeliner & Lips)
• Gel Nails & Nail Art

Healthy Nail Care Matters
At LBW Wellness Spa, we prioritize nail health and client safety by using premium HEMA-free 
nail products whenever possible. We carefully select professional products that are formulated 
without many common irritants and unnecessary harsh ingredients, helping to provide a gentler 
experience for sensitive clients while maintaining beautiful, long-lasting results.

Using all Professional grade skin products, TPO- free, HEMA-free nail products

l b t ll i f @l b t ll

LBW Wellness SpaLLLLLLLLLLLBBBBBBBBBBBWWWWWWWWWWWW WWWWWWWWWWWWeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllllllllllllnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeeessssssssssssssssss SSSSSSSSSSSSpppppppppppaaaaaaaaa

New New
Clients Clients
20% off20% off

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TO-DO LIST
‘PROOF’ 
ABOUT: Oct. 24 - Nov. 8 
Arizona Theatre Co. is hosting 
several shows this year at Tempe 
Center for the Arts, 700 W. Rio 
Salado Parkway in Tempe. 
INFO: The latest show tells of the 
daughter of a mathematician who 
fi nds a discovery following his 
death.
WEB: Tickets at 
tempecenterforthearts.com 

‘WATER FOR ELEPHANTS’
ABOUT: Oct. 27 - Nov. 1
The Arizona State University 
Gammage Theater’s next show 
for the season is a drama and 
romance about circus workers in 
the 1920s.  
Gammage, 1200 S. Forest Ave. in 

Tempe
INFO: Upcoming shows are:
Dec. 1-6: Dr. Seuss’ “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas!” The 
Musical
Jan. 1-3, 2027: “Beetlejuice”
Jan. 26-31, 2027: “The Outsiders”
Feb. 23-28, 2027: “Operation 
Mincemeat”
April 20-25, 2027: “Buena Vista 
Social Club”
May 18-23, 2027: “BOOP!” The 
Musical
June 22-27, 2027: “The Sound of 
Music”
Aug. 24-29, 2027: “Death Becomes 
Her”
WEB: Tickets for all shows at 
asugammage.com

TARDEADA
ABOUT: Nov. 1

To celebrate Dia de los Muertos 
or Day of the Dead, Tempe is 
holding the annual event from 
noon to 8 p.m. at the Tempe 
Community Complex at 3500 S. 
Rural Road. 
INFO: Live music, games, crafts 
and food trucks will be available 
to celebrate this holiday as well 
as the end of Hispanic Heritage 
Month.

TEMPE JAM
ABOUT: Nov. 14
This free event brings live music, 
local art and food and drinks to 
the Tempe Sports Complex at 
8401 S. Hardy Drive in Tempe. 
The event is 6-10 p.m. and all are 
welcome. Space-themed outfi ts 
encouraged. 

YOUR EVENTS, PLEASE 
We welcome your events for our 
neighborhood To-Do List page. 
Please send the following for 
publication in our calendar: 
name of the event, time, date 
and location with address and 
if there is a cost to attend.  
Email us: aznews@iniusa.org 

EVENTS 
The Mesa 
Independent will 

host the Mesa Senior Expo 
Friday, Nov. 13. Individuals 
wishing to participate may 
reach out to the sales team. 
Email us: azad@iniusa.org 

IN

mailto:info@lovebeautywellness.com
mailto:aznews@iniusa.org
mailto:azad@iniusa.org
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By Madeline Bates
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Voters in the Kyrene School District 
will have the chance to vote to ap-
prove or deny Proposition 320, an ini-
tiative that originated at the Arizona 
State Legislature that would require 
schools to spend 60% of their budget 
in direct instructional expenses begin-
ning in the 2027-28 school year

Superintendent Laura Toenjes said 
many school districts across the coun-
try do not reach the 60% threshold, 
and that Kyrene was also below that 
line. Many Arizona schools are also 
below this threshold. Kyrene is current-
ly over 2% under the threshold, even 
as one of the top 101 districts in the 
state for classroom funding.

“There’s no guidance as to why 60% 
was chosen as the number, but we do 
know that it is a very small number of 
schools that are reaching that and the 

ones that are have as few as six kids 
in the building,” she said.

The district defi nes instructional 
expenses as teaching expenses and 
staff , curriculum materials, and fi eld 
trips.

All public school districts in Marico-
pa, Pima and Pinal counties will vote 
on the measure and districts larger 
than 7,500 students in other parts of 

the state qualify to vote on the mea-
sure. The proposition does not apply 
to charter schools.

There is no new funding that comes 
with the measure.

Chris Hermann, chief fi nancial offi  -
cer for the district, said that to achieve 
a 60% threshold, the district would 
need to make budget cuts or reallo-
cate funds to meet the requirement.

“Arizona ranks 49th in the country 
for per-pupil spending, and Prop. 320 
puts zero additional funds into dis-
tricts,” he said.

Should a district not comply with 
the proposition, it would see a funding 
decrease of 25% from the Classroom 
Site Fund for the fi rst year, with a 25% 
increase every year after until meeting 
compliance.

Kyrene is expected to receive $12.1 
million for the 2026-27 school year, 
which would mean noncompliance 
would cost the district over $3 million. 

To voice your opinion on this story, 
connect with us at AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org.

MORE
HAPPENS
HERE

More Connection.More Discovery.More Opportunity. More Creativity.

From students ready to soar ahead to 
those who need additional support, 
Kyrene helps all children reach their 
potential. Your child will be challenged 
to think bigger, find what inspires them, 
and learn just how far they can go. 

SCHEDULE
A TOUR
scan to take a tour 

A sign that reads ‘Kyrene School District’ on a blue wall of a balcony at the Kyrene 
Administrative Building. (Independent Newsmedia, Madeline Bates)

School Board discusses Prop. 320 on November ballot 
MORE ONLINE
Find more education 
stories online at 

   yourvalley.net.

mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
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transportation and is willing to support 
measures that improve the city, but is 
skeptical about the legal language on 
public safety and is concerned about 
the recent police activity with incidents 
of force and lawsuits costing the city 
millions of dollars. 

“Until they can demonstrate pro-
fessional restraint, I am loath to give 
them more money,” Joyal said. 

In July, Arizona State University se-
nior Eryn Bonner was out with friends 
when police intervened after her 
friend and a passerby on Mill Avenue 
clashed. Police bodycam footage and 
business security footage show Bon-
ner being pushed to the ground and 
punched while being put in handcuff s. 
The interaction made national head-
lines after the city pressed charges 
for resisting arrest and interfering with 
police.

Tempe Police also have a $3 mil-
lion lawsuit against them after Tucson 
resident Kathleen Tierney posted an 
image from the television show Game 
of Thrones on social media with the 
caption referring to that night’s council 
meeting. The meeting was canceled 
with offi  cers citing a “social media 
threat.” Tempe Police arrested Tier-
ney in her home and brought her to 
a Tempe jail. She is suing for wrongful 
arrest and defamation.  

Other residents have similar con-
cerns. 

Ron Tapscott is also a longtime city 
resident and says that he’s skeptical 
about the amount of funding, as the 
city claims that the defi cit is around 
$25 million and the fi rst year of the tax 
could bring in over $50 million. 

“They are not good fi duciary 
agents to protect people’s tax mon-
ey,” Tapscott said. 

The city recently spent over $2 mil-
lion on a sign above Mill Avenue that 
says “Mill Ave.” The sign has gained 
controversy as it was part of the Down-

town Tempe Refresh Project and did 
not require a public discussion before 
approval.

“They are substantially clear about 
the symbolic value that the city does 
not honor taxpayer money and that 
they wastefully spend this money on 
the various diff erent projects that they 
have,” Tapscott said. 

Supporters of the tax, like the chair 
of the Tempe Forward PAC, Tom Du-
ensing, say the state Legislature’s 
ban on residential rental tax and a 
reduction of state revenue will create 
a defi cit that could negatively impact 
city services. 

“Tempe suff ered the most signifi -
cant loss of revenue of any other city 
in Arizona,” Duensing said. “Prop. 424 
is an equitable solution because it ex-
empts food for home consumption.” 

He explained that Tempe business-
es and visitors will also be contrib-
uting, as the tax applies to anything 
bought in the city. 

“It should not be a debate. This is 
a strictly business decision,” Duensing 

WHAT IS PROPOSITION 424?
Proposition 424 is a measure referred to voters by the Tempe City Council. 
If approved, it would establish a new 0.5% transaction privilege (sales) tax and use tax, excluding the sales 
tax on food for home consumption purchased from stores such as grocery and convenience stores.
The proposed tax revenue would be allocated as follows:
• 0.3% for public safety and programs to strengthen the overall security of Tempe’s parks and 
neighborhoods.
• 0.1% for the operation and improvement of Tempe’s public transit system, including pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure.
• 0.1% for early childhood care and preschool education programs. Program eligibility and enrollment 
priority would be provided fi rst to qualifi ed Tempe residents, followed by teachers employed by Tempe 
school districts, City of Tempe employees, and individuals employed by Tempe-based businesses.
If approved by voters, Tempe’s sales tax rate would increase from 1.8% to 2.3% beginning Jan. 1, 2027. The 
proposed increase would not apply to food for home consumption purchased from stores such as grocery 
and convenience stores; those purchases would continue to be taxed at the current 1.8% rate.
The proposed 0.5% tax would add an estimated $0.05 in tax for every $10 spent, or $0.50 for every $100 
spent on taxable purchases.
Source: City of Tempe

VOTING LOCATIONS IN TEMPE
Ballots have been sent and debates have been fi nalized as Arizona 
voters prepare to make decisions for Election Day 2026. 
Voting locations across the Valley are now open for registered voters 
to vote in person or drop off  their ballots. 
In-person voting is open in Tempe at Sun Devil Fitness Center, 400 E. 
Apache Blvd. Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday.
Ballot drop box locations now open: Tempe City Hall 
Locations opening Oct. 23: 
• Pyle Adult Recreation Center, 655  E. Southern Ave. in Tempe. 
Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday. Closed on Sundays. Open 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 3. 
• Knights of Pythias Lodge, 1606 E Apache Blvd. 
The following locations are open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 2 and 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Nov. 3: 
• Dayspring United Methodist Church, 1365 E. Elliot Road
• Tempe Mountain Park Health Center, 1840 E. Broadway Road 
• University Presbyterian Church, 139 E. Alameda Drive 
Opening Nov. 3 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. All voters must be in line by 7 p.m.:
• Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1111 E. Knox Road and 
6001 S, Lakeshore Drive  
• University Lutheran Church, 340 E. 15th St. 
• Escalante Community Center, 2150 E. Orange St. 

Prop. 424
• From page 1

• See Prop. 424 Page 16
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Bella Bryant
Marcos de Niza High School

Henry Orendano Garcia
Kyrene Aprende Middle School

Henry Paige
McKemy Academy International Studies

Julian Ruiz
Tempe High School

Lila Liimatta
Desert Vista High School

Naray Watkins
Marcos de Niza High School

Guadalupe Teen Court

Jamaica Drowne
Ron Denne, Jr.

Inspiration Award

Coach Sean Freeman

Kyrene Alternative to 

Suspension Program (KASP)
Advocate Award

Jeremiah Dempster
Protector Award

10th Annual
Celebrating Champions for Youth

October 29, 2026  |  6:00—8:00p.m.
Tempe Union’s Professional Learning Center | 490 W. Guadalupe Road, Tempe

Congratulations to Our Awardees!

Youth Adult

To RSVP or for more information,
visit TempeCoalition.org
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LA CASA DE JUANA
DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH ITS FRESH,

AUTHENTIC AND MOUTHWATERING FOOD

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you thought you have been to a Mexican restaurant lately you probably need to reconsider and 
visit La Casa De Juana. The fare is authentic Mexican, and when we say authentic we mean it. Upon 
entering you’ll be dazzled by the colorful decor, the tables and chairs are beautiful, Mexican painted 
mural, colorful banners hanging from the ceiling and the gracious service. Warm orange and yellow 
tones echoing throughout the restaurant will make this your favourite Mexican Restaurant.

Take advantage of the great lunch and dinner specials, a bar with freshly made drinks. TV’s 
and live guitar music for all ages on the weekends. Don’t forget about the happy hour from 
2 pm to 6 pm every day, with $4 beer (domestic and imports) and $5 margaritas this place is a must. 
The flavourful salsa, the delicious margaritas, the extraordinary and well-priced food will definitely 
keep you coming back.

Make Your Reservations Today

Mention this article and receive one free dessert or appetizer when you purchase two entrees 
and two drinks at regular price (restaurant will provide options for appetizer or dessert) 1805 E Elliot Rd,

Tempe AZ 85284
480-820-0837Check out La Casa De Juana at juanasrestaurant.com

said. 
But business owners have concerns 

as well. 
Cassidy Lujan, owner of The Plant 

Mill in downtown Tempe, is a Scott-
sdale resident and has considered 
moving the business to Old Town 
Scottsdale for cheaper rent and high-
er foot traffi  c. 

“It sort of feels like giving the peo-
ple a little bit of what they need but 
I think a lot of people in Tempe are 
tired of giving more money to public 
service and then not having a better 
understanding of how that money’s 
actually used,” Lujan said. 

Other businesses have considered 
a move as well to downtown areas 
that have free and subsidized parking, 
less nightlife activity and other bene-
fi ts for small business owners. 

Kira Gullion, owner of the Lizard 
Head Trading Co. next door to The 

Plant Mill, has similar concerns. She 
says she’s considering moving the 
business to Mesa to help curb rising 
costs.

“I’ve already considered moving 
and this would give me another rea-
son to do so,” Gullion said. 

In a debate on the issue with state 
Sen. Mitzi Epstein, Tempe Mayor Co-
rey Woods and president of the Tem-
pe Forward PAC Tom Duensing, the 
three disagreed on how it would im-
pact consumers. 

Duensing claims that a household 
income of $93,000 would only spend 
$13 a year toward the tax. He also 
claimed that the tax was not “regres-
sive” since it impacted everyone who 
bought goods in Tempe. 

Epstein pushed back. 
“It’s this moment in America when 

we need to say no, gosh darn it. I am 
not going to vote for even one more 
unfair regressive sales tax,” Epstein 
said. 

According to the U.S. Census Bu-

reau, Tempe’s median household in-
come is around $78,000, and more 
than 15% of residents live at or below 
the poverty line. 

But supporters argue that the bene-
fi ts could help those in need. 

Part of the sales tax would fund 
TempePRE, the city’s subsidized pre-
school program that is currently only 
eligible to Tempe residents who qual-
ify by income. Should the proposition 
pass, the service could become avail-
able to Tempe business owners and 
people who work in Tempe regard-
less of residence. 

Lujan and Gullion are not Tem-
pe residents but could qualify under 
these proposed changes. 

Lujan said that as the proposition is 
written to include transportation, pre-
school and public safety, it creates a 
distraction for voters who may oppose 
one item but support another.

“Asking for more money with a dis-
crepancy about how funds are used 
feels icky,” she said. 

Ballots have been sent to voters on 
the early voting list and polling places 
across the Valley are open for voters. 
Voters are encouraged to mail their 
ballots no later than Oct. 27 and all 
in-person voters must be in line to vote 
by 7 p.m. on Nov. 3. 

Should the tax pass it would go into 
eff ect beginning in 2027.  

To voice your opinion on this story, 
connect with us at AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org.

Prop. 424
• From page 14

HAVE AN OPINION 
ON THIS ISSUE?
Want to contribute to the 
conversation? Email us at 
azopinions@iniusa.org

mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:AzOpinions@iniu-sa.org
mailto:azopinions@iniusa.org
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4:30 p.m. on Tuesday nights at Uni-
versity Presbyterian Church, 139 E. Al-
ameda Drive. Volunteers can sign up 
online at arisfoundation.org.

• Feed My Starving Children: In-
dividuals and groups can sign up to 
pack nonperishable items to feed chil-
dren worldwide. Two-hour time slots 
are open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day-Saturday, at 1100 W. Grove Park-
way in Tempe.

• Lost Our Home Pet Rescue: Any-
one over the age of 8 can volunteer to 
help a shelter that takes in pets when 
their owners need short-term, round-
the-clock care for them. Training is re-
quired for all volunteers. Times vary, 
and volunteers are asked to commit 
to six hours per month. To sign up go 
to lostourhome.org.

• Hackett House: This historical 
property in the heart of downtown 
Tempe is entirely volunteer-based, 

with events year-round and open 
to the public to sell goods at 95 W. 
Fourth Street in downtown Tempe. To 
learn more or sign up go to hacket-
thouse.org.

• Treasures 4 Teachers: Treasures 
4 Teachers helps connect educators 
with resources and tools for the class-
room and beyond. Volunteer activities 
and times vary, but the organization 

welcomes all ages and abilities as 
well as groups or individuals. The of-
fi ces and warehouse are at 3025 S. 
48th St. in West Tempe. Go to treasur-
es4teachers.org.

• City Hope Tempe: City Hope 
Tempe is a food pantry that allows 
all guests to shop at no cost for food 
and hygiene items. Distribution hours 
are 9-11 a.m. every Saturday. To learn 
more about how to apply to volunteer, 
visit cityhopetempe.org

• The Salvation Army: The Salva-
tion Army is looking for volunteers to 
help with the holiday season and the 
food pantries in Tempe and Mesa. 
The Tempe offi  ces are at 2621 S. Rural 
Road in Tempe. To fi nd a volunteer op-
portunity, visit volunteer.usawest.org.

• Keep Tempe Beautiful: Keep Tem-
pe Beautiful hosts monthly park clean-
ups where all are welcome to join. 
Events are 8 a.m.-11 p.m. on Saturdays 
monthly at diff erent parks in Tempe. 
To fi nd a cleanup event visit keeptem-
pebeautiful.org.

TCAA Volunteers Cindy Cross and Katelyn Pickett stand with full boxes for distribution. 
TCAA helps distribute food and off ers shelter to those in need. (Submitted by TCAA)

10 Places
• From page 1
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Everything except: Roofs, Windows & Appliances!        ROC#338712

“Arizona’s Best Handyman!”
(480) 395-5548  CanDoGuy.com

Saving You Money on:
• Everyday Expenses

• Home Repairs
& Having Fun!

20 yrs. Experience20 yrs. Experience

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Greater Phoenix’s single-family 

housing market held onto year-to-date 
sales gains through September, but the 
month brought a sharper slowdown 
in new contract activity, according to 
data from Phoenix Realtors. Closed 
sales dropped 4.9%, and new listings 
dropped 3.7% in September this year 
compared to last year, but pending 
sales plummeted 40.1%.

For Tempe, closed sales dropped 
19.3% while new listings increased 
8.5% in September 2026 compared to 
September 2025, with pending sales 
nosediving 44.1%.

Year over year, national closed 
sales were down 1.2% in September 
and Greater Phoenix was down 4.9% 

for the month. Nationally, inventory 
of homes for sale rose to its highest 
level in more than 10 years, up 5.9% 
from last year, according to the data. 
In the local region, inventory rose 6.7% 
despite fewer new listings hitting the 
market.

“September often marks the start 
of increased fall activity, but this year 
people are navigating more aff ord-
ability pressure and rate uncertainty,” 
said Sammy Glassman, board presi-
dent of Phoenix Realtors. “Buyers and 
sellers are still active, but when rates 
keep moving, it can cause people to 
pause before making a major fi nan-
cial decision.”

Year-to-date trends tend to smooth 
out the statistical highs and lows, and 
compared to last year’s numbers, the 

fi rst nine months are pretty close to 
even. Year-to-date closed sales rose 
2.9% while pending sales dropped 
2.2% compared to last year. New list-
ings were down 2.1%.

The median sales price of a sin-
gle-family home slipped 2.1% year 
over year in September from nearly 
$485,000 to $475,000. The year-to-date 
median sales price was essentially 
fl at, rising from $480,000 to $482,000, 
up 0.4%. Homes sold slightly faster in 
September, with days on the market 
dropping from 79 to 77. Year to date, 
that number rose from 74 to 78 days.

“Aff ordability today is often more 
about the monthly payment than the 
purchase price alone,” Glassman said. 
“Seller concessions can be a strategic 
tool for both sides. Buyers may use 
them to buy down their rate or reduce 
upfront costs, while sellers can use 
them to help address aff ordability con-
cerns and compete more eff ectively, 
especially when resale homes are be-
ing compared with new construction.”

Single-family homes received 98.1% 
of list price in September, unchanged 
from last year, even as buyers contin-
ued to negotiate concessions to help 
address the overall cost of the trans-
action. 

Even with fewer new listings in Sep-

tember, the inventory of homes for sale 
increased 6.7%, with the months sup-
ply at 4.3 months, compared to four 
months last year.

Learn more about Phoenix Realtors 
at phoenixrealtors.com.

R E A L  E S TAT E
Housing market hits a September speed bump

MORE ONLINE
Find more real estate news online at YourValley.net.

HOUSING BY 
THE NUMBERS
New listings: 89 
(+8.5%)
Pending sales: 38 (-44.1%)
Closed sales: 67 (-19.3%)
Days on market until sale: 79 
(+16.2%)
Median sales price: $525,000 
(-1.9%)
Average sales price: $621,107 
(+4.4%)
Percent of list price received: 
97.7% (+0.5%)
Inventory of homes for sale: 
288 (+25.2%)
Months supply of inventory: 
3.9 (+21.9%)
(Percent change refl ects year-
over-year data for the month of 
September).
Source: Phoenix Realtors
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Be a legend. 
Insure your life.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

Bloomington, IL1708145

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

With the right life insurance, you can 
leave a legacy for your family. I’m 
here to help. LET’S TALK TODAY.

SLEEPING BEAUTIES
Rosie, left, and George enjoy their favorite 
pastime. Tempe resident and Independent 

Newsmedia journalist Janet Perez loves her dogs.  

PET OF THE MONTH:
WE LOVE OUR PETS

JOIN THE FUN & 
SUBMIT YOUR PET TODAY
Email Richard at rdyer@iniusa.org or use 
the QR Code to save a step. 

mailto:mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
mailto:rdyer@iniusa.org
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Chandler’s residents now have a free, voluntary way to resolve 
neighbor-to-neighbor disputes without going to court.
The Neighborhood Mediation Program connects residents with 
trained mediators who help neighbors communicate, understand 
each other’s needs and work toward their own solutions. The 
program is designed to handle a wide range of neighbor-to-

issues, noise complaints and landlord/tenant disputes.
For more information on mediation services or to submit mediation 
interest form, visit chandleraz.gov/NeighborMediation.

Neighborhood Mediation Program launched

CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICESCROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
CLUES ACROSS
1. Nocturnal rodent
5. Requesting
11. Give temporarily
12. Frivolousness
16. Military arm
17. “Westworld” actor Harris
18. Persian Gulf port city
19. Air hostesses
24. Partner to “Pa”
25. Percussion instrument
26. Raincoats
27. Lower the light
28. Asian mountain range
29. Every one of two or more
30. Lack of diffi  culty
31. A public announcement of   
 a proposed marriage
33. Reduces in size
34. Make an impact
38. Serviceman
39. A French river
40. Prehistoric people
43. Messenger ribonucleic acid
44. “Layla” singer Clapton
45. Ancient Greek sophist
49. Largest English dictionary   
 (abbr.)
50. “Top Gun: Maverick” actor  
 Powell

51. A way to disentangle
53. Atomic #93
54. Manifesting approval
56. Indigo bush
58. Larry and Curly’s pal
59. Off -Broadway theater   
 award
60. Fencers
63. Masses of fi sh eggs
64. Passerine birds
65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
1. Colorless part of blood
2. Of a main artery
3. Photog’s tool
4. Blues Traveler hit “But __”
5. Grew older
6. Not the leader
7. __ Lang: country singer
8. A driver’s license is one
9. Nests of pheasants
10. Antelopes
13. One quintillion bytes
14. Japanese lute
15. A type of cat
20. It cools your home
21. Dorm offi  cial
22. Pouches
23. German trigraph

27. Form of Persian
29. __ route
30. Upper body part
31. Bridge building degree
32. Indicates position
33. Political action committee
34. Edible nuts
35. Front part of a quadruped
36. Locate
37. Geological time
38. Of I
40. Northern Utah city
41. They work in the trenches
42. Hammer is one
44. Tall deciduous tree
45. Performers
46. Slang for mistake
47. More open
48. Most slick
50. Provokes
51. Home of the NCAA’s Flyers
52. Sodium
54. Large fi sh of the mackerel   
 family
55. Not one
57. __ and behold
61. Atomic #21
62. “The Great Lakes State”

SOLUTION ON PAGE 22
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Announcement

Aging Care

IN-HOME CARE LEADER

• Caregiving Services
• Respite Support
• Senior Living 

Placement

Call 480.676.1446
for a FREE consultation

alwaysbestcaretempe.com

Auto Repair/Accessories

• A/C
• Emission
• Computer
• Major & Minor Repairs
• Auto/Import & Domestic

We fix $49.00 Tuneups
and $69.00 Brake Jobs

116 N. Roosevelt #115 | Chandler AZ 85226

Practicing Mechanic KEVIN KINNARD
Appt. 480-961-1483

Chandler Blvd.

Ro
os
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elt
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e
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re

ne
 Rd

We Just Fix Cars

Beauty Salons

PROFESSIONAL
SALON SUITES

S & H Proffessional 
Salon Suites in 

Tempe
is now leasing suite 

space. for more 
information, please 

call

209-531-4044
or email us at

info@SHProSalonSuites.com

TAILORED SPACES. ELEVATED CARE.

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Electrical

(602) 804-8806
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC #350839

• Lighting Upgrades
• Diagnose and Repair 

Electrical Issues
• Ceiling Fans

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?
• Outdoor Power for Spas

and RVs 
• Panel Upgrades
• Electric Vehicle Chargers

LLC

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Hearing Care

Landscaping

PAVER PATIOS
& WALKWAYS
FIRE PITS &
DESERTSCAPES
TREE & PALM
TRIMMING & 
STUMP GRINDING
LAWN CARE

JULY AZ
L A N D S C A P I N G

480-386-3954 SCAN ME!FREE ESTIMATES

Pool & Spa

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY  &  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
VISIT US @ INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADS@INIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES 

$20 PER MARKET - 30 WORDS
Your ad appears in the newspaper  

of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
STARTING AT $45

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS 
STARTING AT $60

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMAILS:  
azads@iniusa.org 
legals@iniusa.org

T O  PL AC E  YO U R  A D  CA L L  U S  AT 
888-665-3848

623-972-6101

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK 
Buy. Sell. Hire

LOOKING 
FOR NEW 
CUSTOMERS 
CLOSE TO 
HOME?

TAKE THE
PAPER
WITH YOU.

Scan to read 
the latest 
edition online.

YourValley.netYour Ad Goes Here!   To advertise call   888-665-3848   
Post your Items for Sale                        at YourValley.net

mailto:AZADS@INIUSA.ORG
mailto:info@SHProSalonSuites.com
http://www.theacsi.org
http://www.RainGutterExpress.com
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:legals@iniusa.org
http://www.theacsi.org
http://www.theacsi.org
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Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Consultations + 
Kitchen Designs

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

SHOP With 
Confidence
Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifieds

FOR READING 
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent 
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
PUZZLE ON PAGE 20

SELL IT NOW
PLACE AN AD  

888-665-3848

mailto:AZADS@INIUSA.ORG
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home O ces, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

 MONTH 
SPECIAL FINANCING!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

©
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA % O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

   

40% Off
Free Installation
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now!

BEST CHOICE Dental Care  BEST CHOICE Dental Care 
for YOU & your Family in Arizonafor YOU & your Family in Arizona

NEW Patients DENTURE & IMPLANT SPECIALNEW Patients DENTURE & IMPLANT SPECIAL
Free Exam, CT Scan & Consultation ($500 Value)

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL

$49 CLEANING
EXAM & X-RAYS

NEW PATIENTS ONLY. Non-insured. In the absence of periodon-
tal disease. Cannot be used with insurance or other discounts. 
Insurance will be billed if applicable. If you would like a copy of your 
x-rays, an additional  fee will apply. Limited time offer. Call for details. 
Mention this ad.

TRU
SNAP DENTURE

$3,999STARTING
AT

Includes 2 Implants & Denture
Payment plan is available and starting from 

$105/month

TRU PERMANENT 
(FIXED) DENTURE

$14,999STARTING
AT

Includes 4 Implants & Denture
Payment plan is available and starting from 

$289/month

SINGLE
RESTORED
IMPLANT*

ZIRCONIA 
CROWN*

$2,798 $849
STARTING

AT

*New patients. Non-insured only. In the absence of periodontal disease 
(other-wise known as gum disease). Subject to insurance limitations 
and exclusions, cannot be applied towards insurance co-payments. 

Call for details.

CROWNS & BRIDGES
  DENTURES
  ROOT CANALS
  IMPLANT DENTISTRY

TOOTH EXTRACTIONS
  COSMETIC DENTISTRY
  FREE EMERGENCY EXAM
  FREE SECOND OPINION

• Friendly professional staff
• Over 20 years experience in general & implant dentistry
• In house dental laboratory
• Payment plan and sedation dentistry available

Proudly accepting Medicare 
Part B as a form of coverage!

Based on medical necessity. Ask us for details.

Come experience why our patients rate 
us 5 STARS on Google!

480-470-0391
TRUSMILENOW.COM

Find us in a flash! Scan the QR code for directions.

CHANDLER
2900 W. Ray Road #3
Chandler, AZ 85224

AHWATUKEE
4530 E. Ray Road #170 

Phoenix, AZ 85044
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