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Be informed:
Dysart’s bond
and board
candidates on
Nov. 3 ballot

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Voters in the Dysart Unified
School district will have three can-
didates to choose from for two va-
cant seats on the council this year.

Contenders in the Tuesday, Nov.
3, general election for the two four-
year seats are William Coniam, in-
cumbent Dawn Densmore and Lisa
Everett. The candidates are vying
for seats currently occupied by Jen-
nifer Drake, whose term expires next
year, and Densmore, who was elect-
ed first in 2018 and again in 2022.

While Densmore has been seated
alongside current board members,
Coniam and Everett have been sit-
ting in the audience at the board
meetings. Coniam blends in with
attendees as Everett has been out-
spoken during public comments
to challenge and hold the present
board accountable for its decisions.

® See DUSD on page 5
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Mayor, council hear about Rinchem,
ICE detention facility concerns

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A presentation and discussion on
possible hazards in the community
blew up about the Rinchem chemical
storage facility and the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement ware-
house, after a presentation to the Sur-
prise City Council.

Following up to a June 16 request
by Councilman Patrick Duffy, staff
was asked to research and discuss

Nnews

your

the possibilities of a catastroph-
ic event and what that would look
like with a chemical storage facility
within the city. City council mem-
bers heard a presentation during their
Oct. 20 meeting at City Hall about
the Rinchem property, dating back to
1999 when the site was annexed in to
the city.

In 2020, the site was rezoned from
light industrial to general industri-
al purposes, which allowed for more

uses under the zoning district. It was
approved by council as part of a larg-
er rezoning application that required
a public hearing, said Trever Fleeth-

am, city planning manager.
Fleetham added that the site plan
and reports were approved in 2022
to be in compliance for warehouse/
distribution and outdoor storage.
Building permits were issued, and a
certificate of occupancy was granted
® See ICE on page 4
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PROP

SUPPORTING FACILITIES & GROWTH

Proposition 421 was placed on the November 3, 2026 ballot to maintain safe,
functional learning environments and support continued growth. Learn the facts
and make sure you are registered and ready to vote!

YOUR VOICE
OUR COMMUNITY

vo T E I MAIL BALLOTS: OCTOBER 27
ELECTION DAY: NOVEMBER 3

Learn more at dysart.org/Prop421 « Note: The estimated average annual tax rate
per S100 of assessed valuation is S0.17 for Dysart property owners.
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SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT

0% Financing Program
for Qualified Buyers

623-933-4170

www.sunlandpc.com

BONDED - ROC #186320 - 155284 - 243189 - INSURED

“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE

PALMER'S L2

(RAFTSMANSHIP o SERVICE o [INTEGRITY

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
FOR HOME UPDATES
INCLUDING:

¢ Kitchens ¢ Counter Tops

* Bathrooms ¢ Flooring

* Walk-in Showers ¢ Painting

* Walk-in Tubs ¢ Outdoor Living

— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

$500 OFF ANY

623-977-4458

PROJECT $5000 OR MORE www.PalmersandBeyond.com

Must mention this offer at time of signing.

Call Today 623-977-4458

M}%uy
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for allof fe's needs

ROC269037 | Licensed | Bonded | Insured
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| g TOYO TIRES ©a NEXEN TIRE

On purchases of $599 or more
when you use your Big O Tires®
and Service Credit Card.

Valid 10/12/2026 - 11/22/2026.
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Scorpion AS+.
store for pric

$ 5995

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

LUBE CHASSIS* - REPLACE FILTER - 22 POINT INSPECTION

Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically Ow20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations * Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV's « Most cars and light trucks « Shop supplies additional
Plus up to $6 disposal fee » Excludes Diesels + *Lube chassis where applicable + Not valid with other offers + No cash value
See store for details + Charge for additional service/arts, if needed + Expires 11-30-26 » SUR-1026

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil

TOTAL AUTO CARE

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic
(Eng Light On)

Brakes ¢ Alignments
Suspension & Steering
Batteries ¢ Faulty Windows
All Routine Maintenance

BRAKE CHECK
ALIGNMENT CHECK
AND A/C CHECK

PLUS 10% OFF SERVICE REPAIR
IF NEEDED. UP TO $50 SAVINGS!

ion only « at cost, if needed * Valid on R134a
systems, R1234yf systems are additional + Shop supplies additional

Most vehicles « Not valid with other offers « No cash value * With coupon
At participating stores « Charge for additional parts/service if needed

See store for complete details * Expires 11-30-26 * SUR-1026 AN D INSTALL
L BiGaTREs | GOLF TIRES

SURPRISE - 14023 W. GRAND AVE - 623-537-7911
SURPRISE - 16880 W. WADDELL RD - 623-975-4200

WE SELL
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¢ From page 1

in 2024.

“Because this was known to be a
rental facility, it was designed with
that in mind. So it wasn’t a ware-
house facility that was being retrofit-
ted to be able to store and distribute
chemicals. It was designed and built
for that specific function,” said Fleeth-
am, noting the property remained in
compliance with the 2022 city code.

The presentation included input
from fire department officials, describ-
ing checks and balances done to en-
sure all facilities are in compliance on
a local, federal, state and county level
when hazardous materials are involved.
A review happens before construction
and an evaluation is done on what is
proposed, materials that will be pres-
ent and how they will be stored to en-
sure it is in compliance.

Depending on the chemicals on
site, fire officials would use different
tactics and response levels for any
emergency. Precautions to any sce-
nario could include the city issuing
orders to shelter indoors or to evacu-
ate if there are issues. Fire alarm sys-
tems, ventilation and gas detection
among safety features are reviewed in
the process.

However, city officials offered no
definitive answer when Duffy asked
about the distance businesses should
be away from facilities that will have
hazardous materials, particularly
as it relates to the 418,000-square-
foot ICE facility set to be occupied
at Sweetwater Avenue and Dysart
Road across the street from Rinchem,
which will contain hazardous and
regulated materials.

“I mean, what they are basically
trying to do is put a hotel next to a
chemical facility, and that’s some-
thing we wouldn’t allow. So I guess,
is there a certain amount of feet it
has to be away with the evacuation
rules?,” said Duffy.

Fleetham said the site plan met
requirements to be adjacent to other
industrial zoning districts, but noted
there would be an expanded setback
for residential requirements.

Duffy further questioned allow-
ances that were based on what was
approved at the time and not what is
“trying to be pushed in there.”

“That changes everything, All this
response, it changes it,” said Dufty,
pointing out the city would not allow
a residential setting 300 or 400 feet
away from two buildings that could
pose a risk.

Dufty also asked if the Department
of Homeland Security had communi-
cated any potential evacuation plans if
there is an emergency.

“At this time, we have not received
any emergency plans or how they plan
to handle the facility at this time,” said
Surprise City Manager Andrea Davis,
adding the city had sought the plans
from DHS.

Duffy said his concern was DHS
should have provided those answers
already considering how fast they were
trying to open.

“We need some answers from them
because you guys do a great job. This
is not anything on you. I feel bad for
Rinchem on this whole thing, too.
They didn’t ask for this, and now
they’re in the spotlight. And now they
have to worry. We need answers on
what would happen.” Dufty said.

,While the workshop discussion
didn’t allow for public comments, some
residents made those comments at the
regular meeting immediately after. Da-
vis noted how it is the city’s responsi-
bility to respond to the emergency and
communicate to people about evacu-
ation plans, but they do not evacuate
facilities.

“We let people know where the
evacuation is needed and when and
how, but everyone is responsible to self
evacuate,” she said. “So the facility, no
matter what the facility is, depending
on who is, what is housed there or what
it is, they have to evacuate their facili-

ty. We do not have the resources or the
capacity. We do not have the resources
or capacity to evacuate surrounding fa-
cilities.”

Mayor Kevin Sartor stated he didn’t
doubt the city could handle an emer-
gency at Rinchem if one arose, but
questioned DHS for putting a facili-
ty that could have up to 1,500 people
close by. At the same time, because it
was a federal decision there was little
the city could do.

“We have gone to D.C.,” Sartor
said. “We have met them here. We have
talked to every federal elected official
that we can aside from the president
that has control over the city of Sur-
prise and Arizona, beating the drum
of we need information, we need an
emergency plan, we need any infor-
mation we can get. Some have helped
some have not.”

The situation is frustrating, Sartor
said, because it is taking the city’s time,
resources and effort for something “we
didn’t even have a clue about them
bringing” to the city.

Representatives from the Northwest
Valley Indivisible, a grassroots progres-
sive organization in Arizona’s 8th Con-
gressional District, shared concerns
about the Rinchem facility across the
street from the planned ICE detention
facility. The organization’s research on
Rinchem was cited in Arizona Attor-
ney General Kris Mayes’s lawsuit, Ar-
izona v. Mullin. The attorney general
reportedly noted the site unsuitable for
a mass detention facility because of its
location in a potential chemical hazard

zone. Her lawsuit noted Rinchem’s
federal risk management plan does not
account for a detention facility next
door. A June 30 agreement in that law-
suit paused detention and construction
pending environmental review.

“Attorney General Mayes looked at
the facts and took a stand. Now it’s the
mayor and council’s turn,” stated Brent
Peak, Northwest Valley Indivisible co-
chair.

Lynne Gehling, the NWVI re-
searcher who reviewed Rinchem’s risk
management plan, said the company’s
emergency planning was written before
it was proposed as a place for “locking
hundreds of people across the street,”

“There is no plan that makes a toxic
cloud safe for people who can’t evacu-
ate on their own,” Gehling stated.

The group detailed in a media
release worse case and realistic sce-
narios concerning Rinchem, includ-
ing accidents that can cause “a tox-
ic cloud 2.7 miles and covers more
than 73,000 people, affecting Dysart
High School, which is less than a mile
from the facility, and people detained
in a center. NWVI representatives
brought out during the meeting said
they sent city officials five emails
since July 9 without a written reply,
and requested additional records,
with responses yet to be received
from city staff or the mayor.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters
oremail them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Cioility
Guidelines.

CHURCH PREPS FOR
23RD CRAFT FAIR

The Community Church of Sun City, 18401 N. 99th Ave., is hosting its 23rd
annual Arts & Crafts Fair 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday Nov. 13, and Saturday, Nov.
14. Admission is free and open to the public with both indoor and outdoor
shopping areas. The fair will feature over 70 vendors offering handcrafted
items as well as a bake sale including gluten free and sugar free treats.
Patrons can also visit the snack bar for coffee, donuts and lunch with out-
door seating. For more information, contact the church office at 623-977-
4241 or admin@ccscaz.org or visit ccscaz.org. Pastor Brian Anderson will
help serve coffee and donuts from the kitchen to patrons and vendors
during the fair. (Submitted photo/Jessie Hempel)
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William Coniam, Dawn Densmore and Lisa Everett are running to fill two governing board seats with four-year terms. (File photo)

DUSD

¢ From page 1

Coniam is a U.S. Marine Corps
veteran and father of two children
who attend Dysart schools. He had
510 signatures on his nominating pe-
tition when he filed to run June 26.
He was reappointed to a fourth term
on the Surprise Board of Trustees in
2026.

“Additionally, I have served as
board chair for three years. Although
I offered to step down to allow for
new leadership, council members re-
quested that I continue my service,
and I agreed,” Coniam said.

Boasting receiving “5,509 write-in
votes in 2024, compared to the 1,623
votes Dawn Densmore received when
she was elected,” Coniam had an un-
successful run for the school board in
2022 and as a write-in candidate in
2024.

Densmore, who collected 475 sig-
natures when she filed on July 6, has
had verbal spars with DUSD Board
President Stephen Skvara during
the summer over disagreements that
mixed their personal and political
past with their public status as board
members. Densmore, Everett and

Skvara have contentious ties be-
tween them that were aired public
during past board meetings.

Densmore has been the recipient
of the Arizona School Board Member
of the Year award from the Arizona
Coalition of School Board Members
Excellence in Education Awards in
2021, Densmore touts a passion for
championing safer schools and more
security. That comes amid com-
plaints filed with the Arizona Depart-
ment of Education by former Dysart
High Students about the number of
safety drills the school had last year.
That investigation was closed by
ADE.

“I take the safety and health of all
students and staff to heart,” stated
Densmore about the the ADE inves-
tigation.

Objecting to Overs’ questioning
her intent, judgment, and character,
Densmore has worked for the state
agency, but abstains from Dysart af-
fairs.

“As many in our community
know, I am passionate about school
safety. I ran for office eight years ago
advocating for officers in every Dys-
art school, and I have accomplished
that,” she said.

“I was responsible for the Opioid

Antagonist (Naloxone) Procurement.
I worked alongside many statewide
partners including closely working
with Arizona High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area to accomplish this
massive task of procuring 16,000
Narcan kits to be deployed to schools
across Arizona.”

Everett, a community activist who
is the former Legislative District 29
chair, garnered 510 signatures on her
nominating petition when she filed to
run on July 6. Earlier this year, she
questioned the timing of the board
pursuing another bond attempt and
wanted to know the motives behind
Skvara initiating another attempt af-
ter he voted against the previous bond
and override proposal that failed last
fall. Everett said examining using
technology in schools, the time stu-
dents are spending on school-issued
Chromebooks and supporting parents
and teachers are among her priorities.

“Parents should know what is hap-
pening in their children’s classrooms
and have a meaningful voice in their
education,” Everett stated. “Teach-
ers should know that their adminis-
tration will stand behind them, and
every teacher and student deserves
a classroom environment that is safe
and conducive to learning.”
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Hundreds gather for GAIN Night

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Scores of people and pets wore
Halloween costumes to the GAIN
Night recently at Mark Coronado
Park, 15960 N. Bullard Ave.

Held annually, numerous public
safety representatives in the city of
Surprise dressed in their fire, police
and SWAT uniforms for a show-and-
tell opportunity for residents to learn
how they keep the community safe.
The Surprise Police and Fire-Medi-
cal Departments hosted the pre-Hal-
loween event 5:30-8:30 p.m. Oct 17.

The family friendly function drew
a crowd of all ages to participate in
making memories, and gathering

Jodi Wilkinson with her children, Zach, 10, and EI-
sie, 7. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

information in one setting about
community outreach and safety ed-
ucation at GAIN (Getting Arizo-
nans Involved in Neighborhoods)
Night. The free event offers people a
chance to meet the community’s first
responders, create connections, and
get information from various safety
providers.

People got to look and sit inside
police cars, fire trucks, specialty
emergency vehicles and equipment.
Safety organizations had booths with
material on how to stay safe and oth-
er resources useful to the community.

“This is our third year coming.
The kids like it. They have a good
time. Surprise does a good job,” said
Jodi Wilkinson, who attended with
her children, Zach, 10, and Elsie,
7, all of whom were dressed in cos-
tumes.

Elsie was dressed as a princess
and halted taking a picture until she
grabbed her magic wand to be photo-
graphed with in hand.

Fourteen-year-old  Deuce P.
walked around in a dinosaur costume
that gave the illusion that someone
else may have been operating the
bottom and tail of the costume. His
father, Mick, explained how “that’s
his real legs” making the animatron-
ic-like dinosaur walk. He said his son
got the costume off of Amazon after
seeing some viral trend on the Inter-
net.

Tracy Rogers brought her three
grandchildren, ages 7, 6 and 9, af-
ter they were driving by and noticed
the event in the park. She said if she
knew in advance about the GAIN
event, she would have had them
dressed in their costumes.

“This is a great event for kids
to learn about things,” said Rog-
ers, adding the benefits children get

Surprise Police Department Sgt. D. Bleicher and Lt. Matt Barker show some of the S.W,A.T. gear to
remove people with and without lethal force. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

from talking to first responders to get
first-hand information. She noted
dialogue between the children and
public safety workers helps them un-
derstand what some of the jobs entail
and what they may want to be when
they grow up.

GAIN Night began in 1998 as a
cooler weather alternative to Nation-
al Night Out, which is held annual-
ly in August. Longtime community
pillars, Andy Cepon and his part-
ner, Margaret Lieu, have attended
the event since it started in Surprise
years ago.

Cepon described the event as a
resource designed to educate chil-
dren and their families on safety,
from taking children’s pictures back
in the day when the event started,
so photos could help in locating
missing children, to continuing to
promote police and community
partnerships.

Likewise, Lieu commended the
Surprise Police Department on how
much they do for the community.

“I think it’s amazing. It’s a great
place, a safe place for people to come
and meet their neighbors. We've
never missed this event,” said Lieu,
adding “This has gotten to be bigger
each year.”

In addition to trick-or-treating in
a safe environment, there were chil-
dren’s activities, including a gaming
trailer, laser tag, bounce houses and
more. Plus, the Salvation Army col-
lected non-perishable food dona-
tions for needy families. People who
donated were entered into a raffle
for prizes.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.

org. Submit comments ar yourvalley.net/letters

or email them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Ciovility
Guidelines.
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Signia MaX

AI THAT FOCUSES ON THE
CONVERSATIONS THAT MATTER.

The first hearing aid powered by Acoustic Intelligence™,
a revolutionary new multi-dimensional Al system that understands
conversations and adapts to every moment in real time.

97% Hear Clearer with MaX

* Al trained using 40 million sound samples spanning 11 languages, six music genres, and thousands of real voices and listening environments.
* Adapts to changing conversations in just 0.01 seconds.

* 4AI neural networks working together in real time I NT RO D U CTO RY
Multi-adaptive Xperience S P E C | A L !

Signia MaX is the multi-adaptive
platform built for contribution in
group conversations everywhere,
powered by Acoustic Intelligence.

Monday,
October 26 til
Friday, October 30t

BUY ONE,
GET ONE

Acoustic Intelligence

Acoustic Intelligence redefines Al in
hearing aids - understanding multi-
dimensional sound to adapt to the full
moment, not just the noise.

Signia Assistant

Signia Assistant now supports
natural language troubleshooting,
ensuring professional care between
appointments and reducing based on the manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this
offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or

unnecessary follow-ups. special pricing.

Try before you buy! Absolutely free for 45 days!
NO COST, NO OBLIGATION

* If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must
be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is
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95-DAY SPECIAL EVENT

Monday, October 26™ til Friday, October 30*

ABSOLUTELY
FREE

PLUS, WE ALWAYS PROVIDE THESE SERVICES:

FREE FREE FREE

DEVICE TUNE-UP  HEARING EXAM VIDEO OTOSCOPY

Verify that your It is important to Ensure that your
current hearing aids have your hearing hearing loss isn’t just

work properly. checked annually. earwax buildup!

DON'T Miss oOUR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS
100% Digital 100%
OTH ER Open Flt IgBl'tl'aE 5\9?55 Dlgltal ITE AS

995
DIGITAL NOW $ T ¢
SPECIALS NOW$395/en | NOWS395/en

Ve

s s
100% WAS 100% WAS
The Lowest-Cost s
Digital Hearing Aids [2| m:;c|at| |§:|C al) 995 ilkere ClC £1995

(Completely-in-Canal)
Available Anywhere

oo | @ NOW $495/ea [ O NOW $595/ EA |
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INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL!

Monday, October 26" til Friday, October 30

BUY ONE, *
cetone: FREE

( PAIR PRICING)

e If a customer chooses to return only one hearing aid, it must be the free one, not the one they paid for. The purchase price is based on the
manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) and this offer cannot be combined with any other promotions, discounts, or special pricing.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!
We'll test you for FREE and fit you with

£IgNIQ PURE

HEB&EG Charge&Go MaX

b for a 45-day trial period

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

WE FIT & SERVICE THE WORLD'S BEST HEARING AIDS

———————— 3 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Surprise Sun City West Goodyear
(623) 269-8067 (623) 320-1799 (623) 253-0369

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106 14300 W Granite Valley Dr, Ste B-6 15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105 . .
In Bashas'Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry Across from Hospital, next to Webb Medical Plaza In Parkway Village Plaza - In between Pizza Hut Voted #1 Hearmg Aid

and Motor Vehicle Services Center in Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on Google

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona




Knights count on community

for the upcoming turkey drive

Last year more than
2,138 pounds of turkey
were donated

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Knight of Columbus Coun-
cil 11809 is hoping for community
support at the upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing Turkey Drive to support Valley
View Community Fund Bank.

The event will take place over two
days, at two locations, 8 a.m.-noon
Wednesday, Nov. 18, and Thurs-
day, Nov. 19, at either Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, 19002 N. 128th
Ave. or the Sun City West Founda-
tion parking lot, at the intersection
of R.H. Johnson and Stardust bou-
levards.

Donations include turkeys, hams
and any non-perishable food items.

The organization recently held a
canned food drive at the same two
locations, but Knight Hank Gorski
said the number of collections was
low.

“We understand. In Sun City
West we keep aging and money gets
tight and people can only do what
they can do. We collected about
70% of what we normally get,” said
Gorski.

However, the 2025 turkey drive
did extremely well. According to
Gorski, 145 turkeys were collect-
ed, for a total of 2,138 pounds.
Non-perishable donations totaled
115 pounds. Monetary donations
reached $3,993 in total.

Gorski explained monetary dona-
tions go a long way because Valley
View Community Food Bank has
more buying power and can take $1
and get more.

Knight said the organization vol-

Knights of Columbus are hosting an upcoming
Thanksgiving Turkey Drive. (Independent News-
media/File photo)

unteers by giving back to the local
community.

Many of the outreach and par-
ticipation comes from the parishio-
ners and Gorski said he cannot say
enough good things about them and
the entire community that steps in to
help support the cause.

There are four areas the Knights
focus their work on and one area is
called “families,” which includes
food, turkey and water drives, plus
anything else the group decides to
get involved with. The other areas
include “community, life and faith.”

The next event the group will par-
ticipate is donating to the “Coats for
Kids-Bobby’s Coats”. Anything left
over from the initial donation will be
given to the food bank to hand out
during Christmas.

Gorski said every year the orga-
nization takes part in this program,
which donates $3,000 to purchase
coats for kids who do not have one,
which helps the community.

Reporter Jennifer Jimenez can be reached ar

Jjimenez@iniusa.org. Please submit comments

at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to

A=Opinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Croility Guidelines.
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Shepherd of the Hills

makes 200 kindness kits

Congregation makes kits
twice a year

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Members of the Shepherd of the
Hills United Methodist Church
helped to pack 200 kindness Kkits to
support Circle the City.

After service, as members headed
into fellowship hour, each picked up
a plastic bag to fill with water, socks,
body wash, deodorant, snack bar,
sunscreen, toothbrush, toothpaste,
sanitizer, lip balm and a handwritten
note from the congregation.

Last May, 200 kits were also as-
sembled which Julie Killebrew,
MSN, head educator for Shepherd
of the Hills said was the first of two
packings. Circle of the City picks up
the packages to deliver to individu-
als facing homelessness in Maricopa
County.

Associate Pastor Rev. Danie Go-
mez addressed the congregation
during fellowship hour and said itis a
time to celebrate the good service the
members were participating in.

“During fellowship hour, the con-
gregation likes to sit and talk and eat
cake and really enjoy packing these
kits. After they fill one bag a lot of
them go back through like an assem-
bly line,” she explained.

The Missions Team is made up of
the congregation and completes sev-
eral projects throughout the year. Kil-
lebrew said this group raises their own
money to support programs like this.
In fact, the Missions Team purchases
the necessary items for the Kkits, while
the congregation donates their time
and efforts.

Other projects include providing

Members of the Missions Team lead the congre-
gation at Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist
Church as they pack kindness kits. (Independent
Newsmedia/Jennifer Jimenez)

gifts for kids during Christmas at the
West Valley Community Center, as
well as shopping for jeans and tees.
The group also helps A New Leaf,
Native American Connections and
other new charities each month.

Killebrew said the congregation
helps donate items, as well as money.

At 8 a.m. every Monday the con-
gregation makes peanut butter and
jelly and ham and cheese sandwiches
for the Justa Center. Everyone from
the community can join.

“The week before last we had 42
people show up and some were also
making snack bags or wrapping plas-
tic silverware. We had to add other
things people could also help with,”
said Killebrew.

The Missions Team also has greet-
ing cards or calendars for donations
on the church campus.

Visit shepherdumc.org.
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OPINION

Take the Civility Pledge

Yes, I will do my part to help my
community become a safe place for people
to engage in civil discourse about public
issues. Visit iniusa.org/civility-pledge/ to
take the pledge.

Your Opinion

Our opinions page is to provide an open forum
for our readers. We hope to stimulate debate, not
to dominate or control it. We reserve the right to
edit our opinions, and we insist on civility. Please
include your name and phone number, so we
can contact you for clarification or confirmation.
‘We welcome your photo. All opinions must be
no more than 300 words. Those that are judged
as personal attacks or complaints about neigh-
bors, businesses or other opinion writers will not
be considered. No person may submit more than
two opinions for publication during a calendar
month. T'wo submissions in the same issue will
not be published. The content of a submission is
the responsibility of the person who submitted it.

Speak Up

We support the use of pen names. Too
many people don’t speak up because they fear
intimidation or even danger to their families and/
or careers. Pen names are an important part of
our nation’s history.

Corrections

There was an error in the article titled
“Banner CEO promotes bringing together
clergy” that appeared in the Oct. 21 issue of
the Surprise Independent. Stan Holm is the
Chief Executive Officer of Banner Del E.
Webb and Banner Boswell Medical Centers.
Additionally, as an organization Banner
Health provides more than $1 billion each
year in community benefit.

We will promptly correct all factual errors.
We offer a “right of reply” to the people about
whom we write. Readers who disagree with a
news story are welcome to respond with a letter.

What a coyote might say to
its neighbors in The Grand

If a coyote could have a cordial
conversation with its neighbors in
The Grand, I imagine that this is
what it might say:

My name is Wyly, and I
would like you to know that I
have as much right to be here
as any of you, perhaps more.

My greatest pleasure, as I stroll
through the streets and backyards
of the Grand neighborhoods in
search of food for me and my
family, is to find a rodent, rabbit,
pigeon or anything else that will
sustain us until our next meal.

There are times when I, or one
of my friends, may be confront-
ed by one of you humans, but
my position is not to be in your
business as long as you stay out of
mine.

Just as many of you, if con-
fronted by what may be consid-
ered threatening, I may respond
in kind. On the other hand, in
most circumstances, I'll probably
run the other way.

Atfter all, when you’re on
your morning stroll and you’re
approached and threatened by
someone else, what would your

reaction be?

Answer that, and you might
understand my position. I may
not have the same level of intelli-
gence as you, but my instincts are
to protect myself from any threat,
just as you might.

If you feel you can get close
enough to me to see my scars,
you’re too close. So maybe back
off and just realize that we can
coexist without conflict.

Joe Pasta
SURPRISE

This writer is using a pen name. Submit

comments at yourovalley.net/letters, or email
them to azopinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide variety of reader
opinions, as long as they meet our Croility
Guidelines.

Arizonans with dementia
shouldn’t be driving

I've lived in Sun City West for
17 years. I recently had a strange
encounter at the Post Office. The
drive-thru drop box for mail has
one entrance and one exit. [ was
in it when suddenly there was a
woman in a large sedan facing
me.

I thought she must have gone
into the exit. While she got out
and walked around the car to

mail her letter, I tried to pull over
to the right as much as I could to
let her get around me.

In the meantime, a car pulled
up behind me and one pulled up
behind her, hanging out into the
street!

The lady in the big car pulled
around me, rolled down her win-
dow and asked, “Is it a holiday
or something? There are no cars
in the parking lot,” to which I
answered, “it’s Sunday. The Post
Office isn’t open on Sundays.”

As she rolled up her window,
she said, “I have dementia, can
you tell?” I told her if she has de-
mentia she shouldn’t be driving.
I hope she heard me before her
window was up.

Anyone with family members
who have dementia should have
a pleasant talk with them to point
out this letter, if necessary. No
one who has dementia should be
driving, let alone pointing it out
to others!

Terry Ann Smith
SUN CITY WEST

Submit comments at yourvalley.net/letters,
oremail them to agopinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of
reader opinions, as long as they meet our Gioility
Guidelines.

Visit Desert Lights Festival Nov 20-Dec. 27

The Desert Lights Festival, formerly known
as Desert Farm Lights, will illuminate the
community with more than 1.5 million
holiday lights, a new name and ways to cel-
ebrate the season with over 150 illuminated
trees, holiday attractions, live entertainment
and festive experiences Nov. 20-Dec. 27 at
14629 W. Peoria Ave.

The immersive, walkable holiday festival

offers winter sleds, down hill tubing and illu-

minated swings. Festival guests can explore
the Candy Cane Maze, take an Jolly Journey

train ride train with a surprise ending, skate
on a real ice skating rink, visit Santa for
photos, get on bungee trampolines, ride

the Desert Carousel and 90-foot Fun Slide,
race on the new winter sleds and experi-
ence illuminated swings. The festival also
includes family-friendly experiences such

as Gingerbread Bounce Houses, EIf Archery,
the Green Lair with the Grinch, Desert Lights
character appearances, face painting and
balloon entertainment, open fire pits, Letters
to Santa, yard games, food and seasonal

treats.

Guests can also browse one-of-a-kind gifts
and holiday merchandise at the custom gift
show. Live music will be every Thursday
through Sunday and throughout Christmas
week. Balloon entertainment will be Monday
through Wednesday, excluding Christmas
week. Desert Lights Festival is open 5-10
p.m., with extended hours until 11 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays, Nov. 20-Dec. 27

For tickets, attraction details and more
information, visit desertfarmlights.com.
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Candy & Lew Cryer “‘Q‘TOWN CRYE Rs’

602-402-4568 www.TownCryers.com

Allison CryC-l" McFarlin Email: homes@towncryers.com
480-416-9474 (602) 402-4568

Office: 623-977-1776
17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

15108 W. Via Manana, SUN CITY WEST 14114 W. Whitewood Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7090877 MLS# 7068961

Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, N-RHJ, R-151st., L-Domingo Ln., R-Baja Dr., R-Via Manana Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-Echo Mesa, L-Whitewood Dr.
Popular Havasu model. Home has 1547 sq. ft., 2 Expanded Montera model with panoramic views of SCW's Trai Ridge GC 3rd fairway/

green & lake with fountain. Approx. 3000 sq. f, 2 Bdrm suites, 3 baths plus a den/office &
qolfcart garage. The large, covered pafo, dining/familyfiving Rm combination is designed
for formallcasual entertaining. Quick close of escrow is possible. Centrally located & in
SCW's lower tax area this home is one you'l want to see. Don't hesitate! Call today to view!

bedrooms, 2 baths, great room floor plan & a large
block wall fenced private backyard. Owned solar. Cul de
sac lot. No Neighborhood HOA fee. Call today to view!

“ " 23100 N. Drifter Way, SUN CITY WEST
Call the “Town Cryers MLS# 7062138

today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis Dir. Bell RdRH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-Meeker, L-135th, L-Deer Valley Rd., R-Dusty Trail Bivd., R-Drifier Way
Popular Rio Verde model (expended). This 1612sg. ft. home has

of your home’s value & the.detaiIS on how your 2 Bdrms (split), 2 baths plus an added den/office/craft studio. Both
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait! bathrooms updated including walk infroll in showers (2023). Paid
Call Today! ... 602-402-4568 off solar lease. Quick close of escrow is possible. No neighborhood

HOA fee. This one is one you'll want to see! Call today to view!

15192 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST 12635 W. Eveningside Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7059982 MLS# 7040339
Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-151st, L-Corral Dr., R-Acapulco. L-Las Brizas Ln. Dir: Bell Rd./RH Johnson, Dr. N-RHJ, R-128th, R-Sunglow Dr. which becomes Eveningside Dr.

Highly desired Prescott model is located on the 7th fainway of Desert Trails GC. This 5;3‘;'%”;rzaeﬁg.ra}_rlrg;Z'ﬁgﬁ;g&gggﬂfg faét g‘egtrg ;?r']rs'

1856 sq. f. home has 2 Bdrms (spit), 2 baths plus a den. New roof underlayment lit) 2 undated bath If cart | dd-
2022, HVAC in 2020 & kitchen appliances 2019. Quick close of escrow is possible. Sdp1|;5 Squ. f?_ 2mc?aﬂrsocs)m§ioggr g?ficg a{ﬁ?: h%l;feaig ?ruly
Home has been well maintained. This one is one you'lwant to see! Calloday to view! special & an absolute must see! Call today to view!
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Those recognized include: Officer Dumlao (exemplary recruit), Officer East, Officer Eubanks, Officer
Farney, Officer Fawzi (top academic recruit; also a former cadet of the Surprise Police Cadet Program),
Officer Kohn, Officer Martinez, Officer Rice (top overall and top physical fitness recruit). (Submitted

photo/Detective Alayna Nash)

Surprise Police Department
recognizes officers

Eight Surprise police officers crossed
the finish line at the West Valley Law
Enforcement Training Academy. Their
journey started long before the acade-
my, with many participating in programs
like S.P.E.E.D. and Interest to Badge,
designed to prepare future officers for
the challenges ahead.

“We’re not simply hiring officers,
we're developing people who are pre-
pared to serve this community for years
to come,” stated Chief Evan Becher

reflected on graduation day. “Their
success is a reflection of the hard work
they put in and the investment our
team makes in people from the very
beginning.”

For more information about the
SPEED program or other career de-
velopment opportunities, prospective
candidates can visit surpriseaz.gov/
speed-program.

Editor’s note: Surprise Police Departments practice
15 to not release officers’ first names for publication.

| HEALTH |
Sun Health staff ride with

Surprise Fire-Medical Station
302 for heart health

Nearly two dozen people from
Surprise Fire-Medical Station 302
and Sun Health participated in a
ride-along to support the American
Heart Association’s inaugural West
Valley Torch Journey.

Sun Health, which is a “Live
Fierce. Take Action” West Valley
Heart Walk sponsor, teamed with
the Station 302 representatives and
Sun Health staff Oct. 20 for the
event that began at Surprise Fire
Station 302, 18600 N. Reems Road,
and ended at the Sun Health Center
for Health and Wellbeing, 14719 W.
Grand Ave.

The riding partners spotlighted
the importance of heart health, life-
saving-education and the role first
responders have in keeping the com-
munity healthy and safe.

Sun Health Director of Commu-
nications and Community Engage-
ment Madeleine Goff noted the
shared interest between the Surprise
Fire-Medical staff and Sun Health
employees in promoting healthier
lives within the community.

“With approximately 350,000
out-of-hospital cardiac arrests oc-
curring in the United States each
year, the American Heart Associ-
ation’s Torch Journey serves as an
important reminder of the power
of lifesaving education and the op-
portunity to equip everyday people
with the knowledge and confidence
to become lifesavers in the event of a
cardiac emergency,” Goff stated.

Goff added how meaningful the
ride-along was as an opportunity
to pair with local first responders to
support the American Heart Associ-
ation’s West Valley Torch Journey.

"Beyond raising awareness about
heart health and the importance of
CPR, it gave us a chance to recog-
nize and thank the dedicated men
and women responsible for saving
lives in our community every day,”
she said.

The American Heart Associa-
tion’s 10-week Torch Journey cul-
minates to the West Valley Heart
Walk Nov. 14, at Goodyear Civic
Square.

Church teaches Tai Chi

The Desert Garden United Church of Christ, 18818 N. 128th Ave., is
hosting two one-hour classes every Friday in its Fellowship Hall.

The first class, Tai Chi 108, is 1 p.m. The second class, Strength and
Balance/Beginning Tai Chi, is 2 p.m.

For more information, Deb Gomez at 206-436-9735 or deb.gomez@
rocketmail.com.

Sun Health Director of Communications and Community Engagement Madeleine Goff rode along
with Station 302 firemen, Trever Cagle, Levi Lepinski, I. Ramos, and Justin F. (Submitted photo/
City of Surprise)
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Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

CHURCH CELEBRATES CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court #2278 Our Lady of Lourdes celebrated the group Oct.
18. The court is active with fundraisers, as well as bingo at noon the first Thursday of the month. Other

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid

events include the rummage sale, spaghetti dinner, a Christmas cookie walk, shred event and fashion exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
show. The group also has officers and serves in church and in the community with Recreation Centers information that others may question.

of Sun City West events, Sun City West P.R.I.D.E.S. and the Sun City West Posse. Monthly meetings are

9:30 a.m. the third Wednesday of the month, at Our Lady of Lourdes Church Madonna Hall, 19002 N. O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
128th Ave. Call Regent Judy Penman 661-755-2774. (Submitted photo/Rosemary Dougherty) stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or

falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working

her for the greater good.
FREE CONSULT & 3D X-RAY o
O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
FREE ORAL CANCER SCREENING your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing

private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially

cd“ NOW 623.21 4.7898 harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public

Denture Repqir qnd Reline While vou wqit and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these

G A &C tic Dentist civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
¢ Lener osmetic Uentstry courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.
« Implant Expert 30+ Years

+ Do You Want To Save Your Teeth? We Can Help Now that you've read the checklist, take
« Lab On Site the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

New
Location! *
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b/ a OV 88
9AM-5PM
ESTIVAL OF ARTS  PAlLY

Spend a perfect fall weekend strolling the streets surrounding Litchfield Square Park.
Shop for fine art, one-of-a-kind jewelry, and unique artisanal treasures.
Enjoy beer, wine, delicious festival fare, and our downtown restaurants.

AZ's “King of the Blues” I
Big Pete Pearson U]
takes the stage daily from
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Bill Duran Jewelry
One-of-a-Kind Jewelry Pieces

James Lee Paintings
Pictured: Hopi Pots with Quails

Performance lineup also includes:
o Cold Shott & The Hurricane Horns
o Notes from Neptune
e Tommy Washington and Gratitude
e The Jam Bam Band

John Morey Photography
Pictured: When Happiness Awakens

LITCHFIELD SQUARE PARK

279 N. LA LOMA AVE.
JUST NORTH OF WIGWAM BLVD.
BEHIND LITCHFIELD PARK CITY HALL

Michelle and Todd Haden
Hand cut Berkshire Bags
Pictured: Alisha Carryall

FREE ADMISSION

AND PARKING litchfieldpark.gov

Royal Renaissance Singers Feaste

Come enjoy dinner and a show with unique blend of a capella music
and merriment. These professionals singers deliver motets, madrigals,

and other Elizabethan-era pieces with wit and style.

Friday, November 13, 2026 » 6:00 - 8:00pm
16165 W. Mountain View Blvd., Surprise

Reservations required « $75 per person

gcc-epc.com/events-2026-2027

Founder’'s Day Committee members Carla Mag-
gio, Marcy Girard, Eileen Nelson, Barbara Krehl
McKendall and Peggy Robbins. (Submitted pho-
to/Nancy Alarcon)

PEO chapter slates
annual luncheon

The Reciprocity Committee of
the Sun City West/Surprise PEO
chapter will host the annual Found-
er’s Day luncheon Saturday, Jan. 16,
2027, at The Colonnade 19116 N.
Colonnade Way, Surprise.

A boutique starts at 11 a.m. with
lunch at noon, according to a me-
dia release. All PEO members and
visiting PEO sisters are welcome to
attend.

The registration deadline ends
Dec 18. Resident sisters must sign up
through their chapter, submitting a
check for $28 made out to their PEO
chapter treasurer.

Visiting sisters may register by
mailing a check for $28 made out
to “SCW/Surprise Reciprocity,”
care of Paula Kramer, 17466 N.
Escalante Lane, Surprise 85374,
with their phone and email con-
tact information included with the
check.

The Philanthropic Education
Organization is a U.S.-based inter-
national women’s organization of
almost a quarter million members
with a primary focus on providing
educational opportunities for female
students, worldwide.

Dysart to host Future
Freshman Week Nov. 16-19

Dysart students and their families

can explore the district’s four high
schools during Future Freshman
Week, Nov. 16-19.

Those entering high school in
the 2027-28 academic year, and
their parents, are encouraged to at-
tend.

However, anyone weighing fu-
ture options is welcome to join.

Prospective students and their
families can go to the high school
campuses on designated nights to
learn about the high school expe-
rience, unique and career-related
programs, core curriculum, gradu-
ation requirements, the registration
process and class selection.

The meetings are designed to
provide incoming freshmen with an
overview of the academic programs
available at Dysart Unified School
District’s four high schools and ex-
plain the process of registering for
ninth-grade classes.

The Future Freshman Week is
5:30 p.m. at each of the following
campuses:

+ Monday, Nov. 16 - Dysart
High School - 11425 N. Dysart
Road, El Mirage

+ Tuesday, Nov. 17 - Shadow
Ridge High School - 10909 N. Per-
ryville Road, Surprise

+ Wednesday, Nov. 18 - Val-
ley Vista High School - 15550 N.
Parkview Place, Surprise

+ Thursday, Nov. 19 - Willow
Canyon High School - 17901 W.
Lundberg Street, Surprise

The week will culminate with
the launch of Dysart’s open enroll-
ment application for the 2027-28
school year Friday, Nov. 20.

Visit Dysart.org to learn more
about high school academics, arts
and athletics.

View school locations and resi-
dential attendance boundaries at
Dysart.org/Boundaries.

Learn more about open enroll-
ment opportunities within Dysart at
Dysart.org/OE.
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Hauntingly Irresistible Dessert
r

Glendale Peoria $ $
5890 W Bell Rd, Ste 103 24681 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, 5 Off 3
Glendale 85308 Ste 102, Peoria, AZ 85383 |

CHURCH CHOIR CELEBRATES AMERICA (602) 938-9866 623-850-8884 Expires 10/31/26. Not valid online or on the

Nothing Bundt Cakes Mobile App. Limit one

Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist Church presents “Get Your Kicks on Route 66” 2 p.m. Sunday, Goodyear Buckeye I (). offer 'per_coupon per day. Decorations

. . not included. Offer applies to cake products

Nov. 15, at the Sanctuary, 13658 W. Meeker Blvd. The Sanctuary Choir and soloists are featured as the {13324 \W McDowell Rd, Ste 106 20640 W Roosevelt St, Ste 101 only. Valid only for the Nothing Bundt Cakes”

concert celebrates America’s 250th anniversary with a musical journey through its states, cities, rivers Goodyear AZ 85395 Buckeye, AZ 85326 bakery listed when you show this offer in

and memorable places. Favorite songs, including “Meet Me in St. Louis,” “Oklahoma,” “Deep in the (623) 5477415 623-335-9490 gﬁkggvfguﬁrgfdggpwg“f;fh- U;@;pg‘;ﬁ;kg'ﬁ

Heart of Texas,” “I Love You, Arizona” and “California Dreamin.”” The musical journey continues with Surprise Phoenix North code may not be reproduced, transferred or

i ” “ ” “ » “ ” : 3 sold. Internet distribution is strictly prohibited.

Ten_ne_ssee Wa!tz, “Chattanooga Choo"Choo,“ 0 Shenandoal_l a’r’Id New York,_New York alongs@e 15332 W Bell Rd, Ste 121 Camwg Soon I Cannot be combined with any other offers or

patriotic selections “God Bless the USA” and “God Bless America.” The concert is open to the public. Surprise, AZ 85374 1710 W Happy Valley Rd discounts. Offer may not apply to premium
Visit shepherdumc.org or call 623-584-2280. (Submitted photo/Shepherd of the Hills United Meth- (623) 200-5441 Phoenix, AZ 85085 Lpr'\ced items. Other restrictions may apply. L

odist Church) - = =

THANKSGIVING

SERVING 11AM -5PM

Leave The Cooking To Us!
WWW.DILLONSRESTAURANT.COM

o
0
Websits
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_ _commumy | _
New Surprise resource center welcomes residents

Nearby facility combines
senior programs, veterans
assistance and community

resources under one roof

By Steve Stockmar
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A new community gathering place
about 15 minutes from Corte Bella
is welcoming its neighbors from be-
yond Surprise.

The Surprise Community & Re-
source Center, which opened in
September at 12641 W. Santa Fe
Drive, brings senior activities, a
fitness center, veterans assistance,
employment services and other re-
sources together under one roof.
And Corte Bella residents are wel-
come to take part.

Seth Dyson, Surprise’s human
service and community vitality di-
rector, said Corte Bella falls within
the service area for programs at the
center. Residents are also welcome
to stop by and tour the new facility.

One area with particular rele-
vance to Corte Bella is veterans
services. The center has a full-time
Arizona Department of Veterans’
Services benefits counselor along
with Omar Lopez, Surprise’s full-
time veteran resource navigator.

Lopez spent 25 years in the
Army and retired as a first sergeant.
His own transition from military life
helps inform the work he now does
with other veterans.

“I didn’t know what I was going
to do,” Lopez said. “All T know is
Army, right? Like what am I going
to do? All I know is this for the last
half of my life.”

After retiring, Lopez worked as
a veteran benefits counselor for the
state, helping veterans pursue bene-
fits earned through their service. As
the center’s veteran resource navi-

SURPRISE COMMUNITY
& RESOURCE CENTER

What: Community facility offering
active-adult and senior programs,
veterans resources, employment and
workforce assistance, public-benefit
assistance, early-childhood programs
and other services.

Where: 12641 W. Santa Fe Drive,
Surprise

Who can use it: Services extend
beyond Surprise residents; Corte
Bella residents are within the center’s
service area.

Senior programs: Annual member-
ship is $5, or $12 with fitness center
access. Adults 60 and older may
participate in weekday lunches for a
suggested $2.50 contribution; res-
ervations are required two days in
advance.

Veterans: A full-time veteran resource
navigator and Arizona Department of
Veterans Services benefits counsel-
or are available. Eligibility varies by
program.

Phone: 623-222-1500

Web: surpriseaz.gov/surprise-commu-
nity-and-resource-center

gator, he now assists veterans with
needs that can include rental or
mortgage assistance, car and home
repairs, employment and home-
lessness, and connecting them with
partner organizations.

The center also offers sever-
al programs geared toward older
adults. Corte Bella residents can
participate in the city’s active-adult
and senior programs, use the new
fitness center, volunteer, and visit
Hollyhock Library.

Senior memberships are $5 per

From left, Bernard Ott, Donna Rice and Omar Lopez are among the staff members ready to provide help
at the Surprise Community & Resource Center, the new building that opened in September. (Indepen-

dent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

year, or $12 annually with access
to the gym. Adults 60 and older
can also participate in a weekday
lunch program offered at noon for
a suggested contribution of $2.50.
Lunch reservations are required
two days in advance. Other re-
sources available at the center in-
clude employment and tax services
and assistance that may be useful
to residents seeking resources for
grandchildren.

For veterans, Lopez said one of
the center’s advantages is having
people who can help navigate sys-
tems that may initially seem over-
whelming. Veterans seeking VA
disability benefits, for example, can
work with the Arizona Department
of Veterans’ Services counselor,
who can assist with paperwork and
guide them through the process.

Lopez describes his own role as a
kind of “triage,” determining what
a veteran needs and then connect-
ing that person with the right re-
source. Instead of simply providing
a phone number, he said he tries to
make the introduction and help vet-
erans understand the next steps.

“I didn’t even know all of these

resources were available myself,”
Lopez said of leaving the military.
“The fact that there’s all these re-
sources out here is unbelievable.”

The center’s overall services for
residents extend further. Staff and
partner organizations provide em-
ployment assistance, workforce
training, utility assistance and help
applying for public benefits.

Early-childhood programs are
available for families with young
children, including grandparents
caring for or spending time with
grandchildren.

“Everyone here is all working to-
gether to help our community and
our residents,” said Juan Marquez,
who works with the center’s Ear-
ly Childhood Education Program.
“We serve anybody who comes and
joins us.”

Eligibility requirements vary
by program, but Dyson said Corte
Bella residents are within the pro-
grams’ service area. The Surprise
Community & Resource Center is
at 12641 W. Santa Fe Drive. Call
623-222-1500 or visit surpriseaz.
gov/surprise-community-and-re-
source-center.
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Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry.
Now offering deanings with our hygienist!

We are open for all of your dental
emergencies during these trying times!

HAVE A
BROKEN
TOOTH OR
BEEN TOLD
YOU NEED
A CROWN?

NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional
prices. We'll also replace missing teeth with bridges and
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!

Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.
In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Call Today!
623-229-6576

www.azcrowncenter.com * 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 ¢ Surprise, AZ 85374

High school students in West-MEC's fire science program worked on quick attacks and hooking up
fire hoses to hydrants Oct. 15 at Glendale Regional Public Safety Training Center. West-MEC Partner
Program Manager Leticia Reyna-Stroud is in the background at the left. (Independent Newsmedia/

Richard Smith)

West-MEC program lets
West Valley students get
jump on firefighting skills

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Nearly 50 West Valley high school
students are getting a jump start on a
potential career as firefighters.

In partnership with Glendale
Community College, West-MEC
offers fire science instruction in the
classroom and in the field. Students
are able to train alongside cadets from
fire departments across the West Val-
ley.

Every school year, two cohorts

with 23 students in each train two
days a week for six hours total at
Glendale Regional Public Safety
Training Center.

Dysart High School senior Isa-
bella Ayala learned how to do the
plug — where a firefighter hooks up
an engine to a hydrant — and quick
attacks — using water immediately
from an engine’s onboard tank.

“You can’t do that on a day-to-
day basis unless you're a firefighter,”

® Sece Fire on page 21
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Ayala said.

On Oct. 15, the trainees were go-
ing over quick-attack drills. They got
practice draining hoses and reloading
trucks.

Students load the hand lines,
which are deployed inside houses
during house fires. Supply lines con-
nect to hydrants.

GCC Fire Academy Director
Mike Godleski was among the pro-
fessional firefighters leading drills.

As a regional academy, West-
MEC receives all access to the facili-
ties for their high school class.

“Obviously, we’re not going to
take the students into live fire at this
point in their careers, but everything
else, we're trying to give them more
exposure to,” Godleski said.

A fire instructor for about two
decades, Godleski has eight years

Engaging Daytime Care for Your Loved One.
Peace of Mind fo'e touw.

If you're caring for a loved one and finding it

harder to leave them alone during the day, you

may be ready for more support. Benevilla Life

Enrichment Adult Day Programs provide a

safe, welcoming place where older adults can

stay engaged, active and connected, while

caregivers enjoy peace of mind and respite.

Our Programs Support Adults With:

+ MCI (Mild Cognitive Impairment)
* Alzheimer’s and Other Dementia

* Adults with Intellectual Disabilities

to Learn
More

- Stroke Survivors
- Parkinson’s Disease

Ad Sponsored by:

NOW ENROLLING: Mary’s Place in Sun City
and our West Valley program in Peoria

working with various colleges on fire
science programs.

Didactic training is in classrooms
and outdoor facilities at GRPSTC.
Godleski said students get some ba-
sic wildfire training in the surround-
ing hills and desert.

“It’s really giving our students an
advantage for those who do want to
pursue a career in the fire service.
They’re getting first-hand knowledge
and hands-on experience that will
prepare them when they are hired to
go to a regional academy they’ll have
already done the skills and tasks that
are required,” he said.

The partnership between West-
MEC, GCC and local fire depart-
ments started more than a decade
ago, said Leticia Reyna-Stroud,
West-MEC’s partner program man-
ager.

“It developed out of a need to in-
troduce more students to that world,”
Reyna-Stroud said. “We thought
why not have high schoolers start this

Schedule a Tour
(623) 584-4999 - TTY711

\
gO Benevilla

www.Benevilla.org
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program. Hopefully, this gets them
some initial credentials and they
can continue on in their studies with
Glendale Community College.”

Ayala said she wanted to be a fire-
fighter and was looking for the first
steps to become a firefighter.

She looked into West-MEC be-
cause Dysart High did not have
much information about fire science
programs.

Her older sister is an EMT.

“I've always grown up inspired by
them because they risk their lives,”
Ayala said.

Dual enrollment is available for
high school juniors and seniors. They
can earn college credit in the program
and transfer these credits to a com-
munity college or university, toward
a specific degree.

Seniors who want more exposure
to the fire service can get employed
as certified wildland firefighters. Stu-
dents from previous classes were out
in the wildlands of New Mexico and
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California this summer.

“We hope to show them a little
bit more of the search patterns —
how to search a residence and things
you’re looking for. The students will
go through and get their CPR cer-
tification,” he said. “Next semester
we’ll also put all students through
their CPR certification. Next semes-
ter, we’ll also put all of the students
through what’s called a red card
class, which certifies them as wild-
land firefighters.”

Ayala plans to attend EMT school
through GCC, then enter a fire acad-
emy as soon as she can.

Some friends at Dysart are now in-
terested in the program.

She said the textbook portions of
the program are more difficult for her
than the firefighting drills.

“The physical stuff, I didn’t really
struggle with. Of course, I did strug-
gle with coupling but once you keep
doing something over and over it be-
comes second nature,” Ayala said.
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New Eagles Club opens to neighboring communities

Residents from Sun City, Sun City
West, Corte Bella, The Grand and any
“senior” residents of nearby communi-
ties are invited to a two-day open house
at the newest Eagles club in the West
Valley.

The Surprise Eagles and the Osborne
Eagles partnered to create the newest
Fraternal Order of Eagles Club in the
West Valley. A “Senior Tour” of the new
club is Saturday, Nov. 14, and Sunday,
Nov. 15, at 10050 W. Bell Road, Suite
49, Sun City, near the near Arby’s on
Bell Road.

Suprise Eagles Fraternal Order of
Eagles No. 4534 Past President Ray
Wilkins and his wife Pat said the club is
all-inclusive for the neighboring commu-
nities.

“We are a nonprofit, all volunteer
charitable organization that donates to

other local, state and national nonprofit
organizations,” they stated.

Attendees are required to bring a Sun
City recreation card or valid identifica-
tion to verify age of at least 55 years old.

Some of the events and offerings at
the new club include:

+ Beer, wine and spirits

+ Daily $6 lunch specials on Tuesday
through Sundays

+ Thursday taco and trivia

+ Friday bar bingo

+ Saturday $12 full dinners

+ Sunday meat raffles and football

+ Monthly karaoke

+ Six large-screen televisions

+ 50/50 raffles and more special
events.

Call 623-584-1660 during business
hours 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Tuesday—Saturday
and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday.

The Suprise Eagles Fraternal Order of Eagles No. 4534 Past President Ray Wilkins and his
wife, Pat, invite any “senior” residents in neighboring communities, including Sun City, Sun
City West, Corte Bella and The Grand to the two-day tour. (Submitted photo/Ray Wilkins)
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Families dive for Surprise

Pumpkin Splash

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

A family outing for many included
a late Friday festive swim with float-
ing pumpkins at the Surprise Aquatic
Center, 15831 N Bullard Ave.

More than 150 people had checked
in and found areas poolside and along
the pool perimeter by 6 p.m. Oct. 16,
where participants of all ages had fun
swimming, diving, playing games,
and gathering pumpkins at a city
pool.

A Surprise couple, Adrianna Aus-
tin and Maulik, saw the Surprise
Parks and Recreation’s Facebook
post about the event and planned
to attend for the first time so their
children could have something to
do during the school break. Their
children, 1-year-old Amirah, and
fifth-grader Carter, enjoyed time at
the pool with their cousin, Luna.

“They love to swim. They’re on
fall break as well. This is an activity
that gets them out the house on fall
break,” said Adrianna, who was told
by a lady leaving the pumpkin-patch
pool event as they entered to “make
them pick the small ones.”

Meanwhile, Perla Villalobos
rocked her 3-month-old baby, Ame-
lia, while her husband, Carlos and
their other children, Aaliyah, 6, and
Sienna, 9, gathered pumpkins from
the pool to bring back for her to
guard.

“We bring them here for classes.
They love swimming,” she said, add-
ing how the Pumpkin Splash event
“sounded like a really good Friday
night,” to be able to come to the pool,
play games, take photos and choose
pumpkins from the floating pumpkin

Adrianna Austin with 1-year-old Amirah, and her
neice, Luna, 11, at the Surprise Pumpkin Splash,
Oct. 16. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita
Ford)

patch to take home.

They were planning to have fall
pictures taken of the new baby with
a pumpkin.

“We wanted to put her in the
pumpkin for a photo shoot. It’s going
to be perfect,” said Villalobas.

She and her family moved to Sur-
prise four years ago and they love it,
she said because of the many fami-
ly-friendly events the city offers.

Call Surprise Aquatic Center at
623-222-2500 for more information
about pool events and schedules.

Delarita Ford can be reached at dford@iniusa.
org. Submit comments at yourovalley.net/letters
oremail them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We
are committed to publishing a wide variety of

reader opinions, as long as they meet our Cioility
Guidelines.
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A Living Trust can help
you avoid probate, organize
your estate and make
your wishes clear.

Don’t Leave Your
Family Guessing.
Liwving Trusts & Estate Planning
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for Your Free Consultation

99th Ave & Bell Road
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SOFT OPENING FOR SMOOTHIE KING

Smoothie King held a soft opening Oct. 4 at 15557 W. Bell Road, Suite 403, and is now open ahead of
its official public grand opening Saturday, Nov. 14. Co-owners Dawn and Dennis Grzebien participat-
ed in the ribbon cutting alongside Mayor Kevin Sartor. Visit locations.smoothieking.com. (Submitted

_ | Fre
Fire-Medical crews return to

renovated Fire Station 305

Surprise Fire-Medical crews have
returned to Fire Station 305, 15517
N. Parkview Place, following the
completion of a summer-long renova-
tion. The changes made to the build-
ing's interior will enable the almost
two-decade-old station to continue
supporting and serving the community
for years to come.

The renovation project included up-
dates to several areas, including offices
and bathrooms, creating an improved
space for the station crews.

Fire Station 305 is the busiest station

in the city, and now that its doors are
back open, public services at the station
can resume, including free blood pres-
sure checks, community visits and sta-
tion tours. Access to the yellow cooking
oil disposal station at Fire Station 305
has also returned to normal following
construction. These services had been
paused while crews operated from the
temporary location.

Residents are still reminded that it
is best to call 911 in the event of a fire
or medical emergency rather than go-
ing directly to a fire station.



Items like these will be available at the upcoming craft fair. (Submitted photo/Caryl Jo Dagro)

Church slates craft fair

Lakeview  United Methodist
Church, 10298 W. Thunderbird
Blvd., is hosting a holiday communi-
ty craft fair 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday and
Saturday Dec. 4-5 at the church.

Sponsored by the Lakeview Wom-
en in Faith, there will be hand-craft-
ed items, jewelry and home decor
from local artisans and Lakeview
members. At last year’s event, there
were 70 tables with items. Holiday

baked goods will also be available. In
addition, breakfast and lunch items
will be sold with proceeds to benefit
the Lakeview Men’s Group.

Vendor tables are available for $30.
Set up is 7-9 a.m. Friday, Dec. 4.

To reserve a table or for more in-
formation, contact Cyndee LaFon-
taine at 480-242-2782 or azcyne@
msn.com or Ila Lewis at 609-706-
0377 or ilita3@yahoo.com.

Thousands of Trusts Created = Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

= FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
" Establishing a New Trust
= Probate / Trust Administration

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378 » DanaWhitingLaw.com

YourValley.net | Surprise Independent | October 28, 2026 25

Home Art Show
November 6th - 8th
9am - 6pm Daily

Of Honest, D

‘57 W Serv

/ We stand behi

SERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

PEST e TERMITE « WEEDS

*3* WEED CONTROL

@ 1 4 5 Pre-emergent Application

Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)
VISIT.OUR WEBSITE;TO RECEIVE AN'ADDITIONAL'DISCOUNTED RATE

623.977.2100

12040 N. 111th Avenue » Youngtown, AZ | WWW.GENE

Office hours 8:30-4:00 (Closed 12 - 12:30 for lunch)




26 October 28, 2026 | Surprise Independent | YourValley.net

Willow Canyon volleyball duo leads program revival

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Shia Chancellor and Emory
Scogin have played volleyball togeth-
er long enough to have reversed their
roles on the court.

They have played together since
they were 12, and in those days of
club volleyball Chancellor’s defense
set up Scogin’s offense. It is a little
different now that both are seniors at
Willow Canyon.

“It was really funny because I
played outside and she was a libe-
ro. Now we’ve switched positions,”
Scogin said.

Chancellor went through a growth
spurt in middle school, and now is
a 5-11 outside hitter. She is close to
collecting her 1,000th career kill and
leads the Wildcats in that category
for the third time in four years.

While Chancellor led the Wild-
cats’ attack as a freshman, the 5-5
Scogin started at libero and has re-
mained there throughout her career.

“Shia came in with a lot of devel-
oped skill and experience from the
club world. She came in and seemed
unbothered by having to play against
upperclassmen,” Willow Canyon
Coach Matt Overfelt said. “I kind of
got a glimpse of Emory right before
her freshman year. I could see the
skill development, the passing and
the defense from her. My libero Mad-
dox Richtmeyre graduated the year
before. Emory impressed me that she
had the skill to step in.”

Chancellor said the volleyball pro-
gram had a family atmosphere since
day one.

Players on all three levels knew
and liked each other, Scogin said.

“It was a huge program. There
were so many players with amazing
talent. I loved stepping into the pro-
gram knowing that I was stepping

into an established team where girls
already loved each other,” Chancel-
lor said.

The Wildcats missed the playoffs in
that 2023 season. But with a healthy
Chyler Martin leading the attack and
Chancellor in support, Scogin pacing
the back line and freshmen Emylia
Coffman and Ashley Edwards added
to the mix, Willow Canyon won in
the 5A play-in and reached the first
round of the playoffs in 2024.

In 2025, this squad from Surprise
returned to the playoffs. The attitude
of players in the program allowed
this group to bond, and 2026 may be
the best Willow Canyon team yet.

“When you’re so close as a team
it’s hard to fail,” Chancellor said.
“We’ve already beat teams that
we’ve never beat before in program
history. It’s been a great year for us.”

As of Oct. 23, the Wildcats were
ranked No. 8 in SA. If Willow Can-
yon finishes in that slot or higher, it
will be the highest 5A regular season
ranking in program history.

The high point so far is the pro-
gram’s first win against Sunrise
Mountain — a four-set victory at
home Sept. 28.

“They’ve got lofty goals,” Over-
felt said. “They’ve had those long-
term goals but are willing to do the
short-term stuff to get there.”

Then the Wildcats took down
Centennial in Peoria in five sets.

Chancellor said this group has
never played harder. Scogin is the
on-court leader.

“As a libero you have to be loud
and lead the back row. Emory does
it without fail,” Chancellor said.
“She’s always talking and always
has a smile on her face. She always
wants the best for everybody.”

Scogin said Chancellor provides
much more than the average attack-

Willow Canyon volleyball seniors Shia Chancellor,
left, and Emory Scogin smile outside the Iron-
wood High School gym in Glendale Oct. 21. The
Wildcats played the Eagles that night. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Richard Smith)

er.

Beyond that, Chancellor is an
uplifting force on the court and the
heartbeat of the team.

“Shia has definitely helped me be
a leader on the court. Going into this
year, her and I always talked about
how we’re going to have fun. On the
court she’s always talking. Her and
I will look at each other and she’ll
say she believes in me. She does
that with everyone else. Having that
person on the court is very special,”
Scogin said.

Wildcat athletes have showed
up for the girls at home games. The
last regular season game is tonight
against No. 4 ranked Phoenix Hori-
zon.

“It’s taken a long time to get here.
They both have the attitude that we
can beat talented teams. We’ve talk-

ed for so long that anybody can beat
anybody,” Overfelt said.

Scogin said the team has set the
goal of meeting or exceeding pro-
gram records. Willow Canyon has
reached a state volleyball quarterfi-
nal once — in 2008.

The Wildcats have never played
in a semifinal, let alone a state final.
Six seniors want to change that, led
by the two four-year starters.

“I always loved playing with Em-
ory because she’s such a great girl.
Her spirit is amazing. She’s always
so bubbly and funny,” Chancellor
said. “Getting to play with someone
like that for years is truly special,
especially to be graduating with her
in a couple of months. I love her so
much.”

Then they’re on to college.
Scogin just committed to Scottsdale
Community College

She wants to study business in
college, then attend dermatology
school. Then she wants to open her
own dermatology business.

“T had a lot of talks with my team-
mates, my coaches and even Shia,
trying to understand where 1 was
at,” Scogin said.

Chancellor committed to Ala-
bama A®M, which is a Division I
school in Huntsville. She made her
decision early on, verbally commit-
ting a year ago.

She said she wants to study bi-
ology before going on to medical
school.

“The process was not easy. Re-
cruiting is never easy no matter what
sport you're in. I think nobody’s
process is the same,” Chancellor
said. “To come across a school with
such loving girls and to know imme-
diately that’s where I wanted to play
was really powerful. I can’t wait to
go there next fall.”
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therapy, which reduces inflammation, boosts blood flow,
and helps patients heal - whether they're suffering

from chronic pain, recovering from surgery, or dealing
with a recent injury. To do this, LightRenew® owner Dr.
Caldwell uses LightForce® Therapy Lasers, which unlike
widely available red light devices or cold lasers that
only reach the surface of the skin, penetrate deep into
muscle and bone tissue at 980 nanometers or higher,
triggering a process known as photobiomodulation.
“Every professional sports team and Division | program in
North America uses this laser for good reason,” he said.
“It delivers 40 watts of energy per second to the area

of concern, which allows the body to create new blood
vessels - that's the magic ingredient. Blood is the catalyst
that brings all the nutrients your body needs to heal.”

The treatments have been shown to significantly reduce
recovery time from injuries or surgery. In one case, Or.
Caldwell treated an airline pilot who broke her ankle, and
after just a few weeks of intensive treatment, she was
cleared by her surgeon to return to work four months
ahead of schedule.

“My patients feel a difference after the first treatment,
even adults in their 50s, 60s, 70s, or beyond,” he said. “|
explain it like watering a plant - you need water to carry
nutrients down to the roots, or the plant starts to die. In
the body, blood flow is what delivers oxygen and nutrients
to muscles, nerves, and bone tissue. Without it, tissue
breaks down.”

While traditional healing protocols can require months
of commitment, LightRenew’s treatments are affordable
and fast - with a typical treatment lasting just 10 minutes

and often requiring only five to ten visits. For children,
who are prone to fast healing, recovery can happen with
a single treatment. For the best outcome, each patient
receives a customized treatment plan from Dr. Caldwell
during their consultation.

In addition to injury and surgical recovery, LightRenew
treatments are also used to support stem cell therapies
and relieve chemotherapy-related side effects. To further
promote healing, Or. Caldwell utilizes hyperbaric oxygen
therapy chambers for some patients.

LightRenew has a location at 6025 E. McKellips Rd. Suite
107, Mesa, AZ 85215 as well as several other locations
across the Valley. To learn more, visit www.LightRenew.
com. To schedule a consultation, call Dr. Caldwell directly
at (480) 370-0527.

FREE PRESENTATION - NOV. 16™ 9 AM & 11 AM.
IN THE PALM CENTER - PHOENIX ROOM AT THE GRAND. 19726 N. REMINGTON DR.

SPECIAL!

5200 OFF

ALL [0 TREATMENT
PACKAGES.
CALL TODAY!

~

LIGHTRENEW | ASER

NEUROPATHY, STENOSIS, & SPORT INJURIES

LASER VII]EU
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 sue |
Church members helping, comforting those in need

By Jennifer Jimenez
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Crown of Life Lutheran
Church quilting group has been busy
throughout the year and is now pre-
pared for the upcoming quilt and
craft sale.

The sale is 8 a.m.-noon Friday,
Nov. 6, at Crown of Life Lutheran
Church, 13131 W. Spanish Garden
Drive.

The church has had a quilting min-
istry for almost 20 years and member
Val Vanness said the group follows
the teaching of Jesus Christ to give
help and comfort to those in need.

“This past year we have donated
12 quilts to the American legion, 30
quilts to the Orphan Grain Train, 50
quilts to congregational homebound
members and 177 quilts to Arizo-
na Sunshine Angels an organization
supporting foster children,” said Van-

ness.
The sale will also be open to

church members Saturday, Nov. 7,
and Sunday, Nov. 8, before and after
services.

The various quilt options include
baby to large throw size quilts, table
runners aprons, place mat sets and
small gifts for children to adults, plus
Christmas ornaments.

Ginny McDuffee said using the
larger space allows the group to dis-
play the items better in Parish Hall.
She said this group purchases their
own materials on top of relying on
donations.

“We have to buy our own embroi-
dery thread, sheets and regular thread
for the quilts,” she explained.

Member Marlene Peterson said all
supplies and materials needed to cre-
ate and make the quilts can get pric-
ey. Vanness said proceeds from the
sale go to purchase more batting for
in the quilts, sewing accessories like
scissors and thread and more sheets
and fabric yardage. Most of the quilts

Presbyterian

Fa ith Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10am
Find Faith,
find community
Pastor Greg Emery

16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. = Sun City 85351 = 623-974-3611

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm ¢ Sunday 9:00am
Online at colchurch.com/services

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com ¢ 623-546-6228

The Crown of Life Lutheran quilting group has worked hard over several months to prepare for the up-
coming Friday, Nov. 6 quilt and craft sale. (Independent Newsmedia/Jennifer Jimenez)

are made from donated materials, ac-
cording to Vanness.

The group is always accepting do-
nations that can be dropped off at the
church to help with quilt making.

Quilting throughout the year re-
quires the group to go through about
10 rolls of batting, which runs $200

per roll.

Members of the group said it is not
just the value of the materials, but also
the labor that goes in to each of these
quilts. The group hopes the commu-
nity will support the sale to continue
to give back to the community.

Call 623-546-6228.

15820 W Clearview Blvd.
Surprise, AZ 85374
623-977-6000
Spiritofgrace.com

Weekly Worship
Saturday @ 4 pm & Sunday @ 9:30 am
On-line Worship anytime on our website

Bringing the Spirit of Grace to All!

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.adventaz.org « 623-584-0350
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yO u r h O m e, tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 11/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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Alumnae club welcomes
new member

Carla Mungai is one of the new
members of the Arrowhead-West
Phoenix Pi Beta Phi Alumnae Club.
She is 85, plays soccer, pickle ball,
bowls and felt she had to quit skiing
at 70 because of the fast and intimi-
dating snowboards.

On July 26, in a soccer tournament
in Burlington, Vermont, she was play-
ing soccer with a Stayin’ Alive team
where she scored a goal.

She owns an online bookstore
and has been assisting the chapter's
Literacy Committee, of which she
is a member, by donating books to
the club’s Little Free Libraries. Pri-
or to becoming an entrepreneur, she
worked for the U.S. Census.

Mungai was initiated at New York
Gamma in 1960 where she attended
St. Lawrence University obtaining
a bachelor of science degree in eco-

Carla Mungai plays rugby and soccer. (Submit-
ted photo/Sheryl Hamlin)

nomics.
Visit westphoenixpiphis.com.

Surprise donation drive will help deployed service troops

The city of Surprise is hosting a
donation drive for deployed ser-
vice troops through Friday, Nov. 6.
Community members are encour-
aged to donate any of the following
items at thre city collection sites:

* Hot sauce bottles (2-4 ounces)
 Chewing gum/mints

e Game/Puzzle books (Dollar Tree)
¢ Rice Krispies treats

* Individually wrapped beef jerky
e Individual packs of peanuts/almonds
e Lip balm

e Sunscreen (travel-size)

* Toothpaste (travel-size)

* Body wash (travel-size)

* Foot powder (travel-size)

» Deodorant (travel-size)

Collections will be taken 7 a.m.-
7 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays and
7 a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays at Surprise
Community and Resource Center,
12641 W. Santa Fe Drive; 9 a.m.-
8 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays and
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays-Sundays at
Surprise Regional Library, 16089
N. Bullard Ave.; and 10 a.m.-7
p.m. Mondays-Wednesdays and 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays at
Asante Library, 16755 W. Vereda
Solana Drive

In addition, unwanted Halloween
candy will be accepted at the Nov. 7
day of service event at the Surprise
Community and Resource Center.

Contact daisy.vargas@surpriseaz.
gov or 623-222-1612.



azads@iniusa.org
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL US AT

888-665-3848

Hair Stylist
Stations

Available

Hair stylist stations
available at our family
friendly salon in Sun

City West. You supply
your own products
and set your own
hours. Established
clientele renters
preferred.
Granite Valley Hair &

Nail Salon
14755 West R.H.
Johnson Blvd.
Sun City West

Weekly rate $175.
Call Patty at
623-810-9656.

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that it is.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291.6222
for previous complaints.

Double plot over &
under in  Sunland.
$7500.

Call 623-313-8743

Employment

Now Hiring Part-time
Sales Reps
Are you looking for a
flexible way to earn
extra income while
building business
relationships in your
community? If so, join
Independent Newsmedia
in Sun City as a
classified and
subscription sales
representative. We're
looking for proactive
team members who
enjoy the challenge of
finding and developing
their own leads, meeting
customers. Proficiency
in Microsoft Outlook and
Word is required.
Email your resume to:
Charlene Bisson at
Chisson@iniusa.org.

Automobiles

WANTED  older cars
1940’s 50's 60's 70’s
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have
480-375-8959 or email
oldcar@usa.com
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BUSINESS DIREGTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US @ INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADS@INIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM
EMAILS:

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
& MERCHANDISE RATES STARTING AT $45 STARTING AT 60
320 PER MARKET - 30 WORDS for one column by three-inch for one column by three-inch
advertisement advertisement

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

BUYING &

SELLING GOLD,

GUNS, AMMO, &
RELOADING
SUPPLIES.

Will buy one gun or
whole collection.
Licensed dezaler.

Best prices around.

Allen

602-918-1999

623-875-4565

(CAI'IATODAVATO,
SEIEVILER
IIEURNACE{OR!

Heating & Cooling [(IEAUER CRIEE

Residential & Commercial  623-999-8226
LevelUpHVAC.com

i Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964

Pets/Supplies

Meet FEFE! This former colony cat came to Sun Cities 4 Paws as a
pregnant stray. Now she’s looking for a loving home of her own, where
she can enjoy the comfort and security of life indoors. Fefe is a very
sweet girl who loves being petted and spending time with people. She
also has a playful side—laser and wand toys are among her favorites!
Whether she’s chasing a toy or enjoying some affection, Fefe has

Golf Cars Golf Cars

$CASH$
$CASH$
$$ CASH $$

For Your
Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

WINDOW CLEANING

Brighten
Up
Your Day!
Reasonable
Dependable

fetete]
Screens & Tracks
Cleaned at
No Extra Cost

fesetetote]
References Available
FREE ESTIMATES
FABOREO
WINDOW
CLEANING
(602)252-6499

-

plenty to offer her future family.
Could you give this sweet girl
the forever home she deserves?
Meet her at the Peoria Shelter,
10807 N 96th Ave, Peoria, AZ
or call 623-773-2246. More
cats at PetSmart, 13764 W Bell
Rd, Surprise.

J

Buying R ing &

Yogmmnraé |Carpentry
Golf Carts. A—Z

Tl | 35+ Years
&PAYCASH! 1Experience
Affordable
Carpentry
602-348.8067 | (923/693-2142

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Guns/Supplies AC/Heating Clean Windows @ Clean Windows

Excellent

Window
Clezil&nlng

SUNSCREENS

10% Off Sun Screens!
Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve
623-341-8197

Dan's/Mobile
Clock Repair,
& Service
We Do House Calls
& Move Jobs
* Grandfather
* Mechanical

* Wall

* Mantle

* Cuckoo Clocks
And More!

602-500-8187

Call Dan to

Schedule Your
Appt Today!

Cellular

CGonsumer Cellular

OVER 507 UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956

[ )
Superior
Concrete Coatings
Our Specialty:

*Cool Deck
*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

&

*fixing Old Coatings
Serving the Valley Since 1987
With No Complaints!
Senior Discounts

602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

DOMECO
ELECTRIC

Reliable Electrical
Services
..No Job To Smalll

Home and Business
Fair Prices
On Time Service
Ceiling Fans
Outlets
Dimmer Switches
AND MORE!
Aluminum Wire
Specialist

480-518-4260
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
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Technology Trouble?
We Come to You.

Patient, friendly help - in your home, explained clearly.
Serving Arizona for over 15 years.

100%
TRUSTED

Call Steve at Surprise Computer LLC today for your in home visit

(623) 455-9795

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS

Office: 602-675-0949
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES &

Ask
About Our
Senlar &

Dlscolmts

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440

Licensed, Insured, Accredited . V/SA

<%, ~ CONFIDENCE

Search our classifieds for all your
business & professional service
needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

INDEPENDENT!

iniusa.org/classifieds

Floor Coverings

ESP Floor Covering LLC

+ Tile
+ Hardwood
+ Laminates
+LVT & LVP
+ Carpet
Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s
Serving ALL the
Sun Cities
Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp
HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier
623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured ROC# 275244

KEIGHER'S
FLOORING

Got Cracked,
Chipped,
or Lifted Tile?

Call Dan or Marsha
602-789-7770

Residential/Commercial
35+ Years’ Experience

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
PORA

Garage Doors

SAME DAY
SERVICE

Bonded & Insured - Lic#300097

602-867-7111

www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

o

Call today for a FREE in-home estimate for door replacement.
r
$ e | $440. 1| SPRING REPAIR!
400 o F F | QUIET DOOR SP!C|A|. | | HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH |
| Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearings | LONGER LIFE

l Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and l
[ APEX GARAGE DOOR 602 362-0561 opener PLUS an assessment of your system.
With this coupon. N

| INSULATED GARAGE DOORS |
| APEX GARAGE DOOR + 602-362-0561

With this coupon. N er offers or prior [

APEX GARAGE DOOR * 602-362- 0561

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

Sales - Service - Installation

GARAGE DOOR
REPAIR

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables
Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
New Construction
Automatic Gate Motors

480-451-1931

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITHTHIS AD

Handyman

ROC 222636

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC
ROC 359454

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

5’ N\
623-780-2687| b iUt

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels
¢ LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation
¢ Plumbing & Electrical
e Custom Crown Molding

Gag%%ﬁ]ggor & Baseboards
Repl aced * Entertainment/

) Media Centers
Licensed « Bonded « Insured

Cell phone users please include

New Doors & Openers the area code when dlallng
Senvi
:Ins“t{alll(i:ﬁons.Repajrs 623 466 3683
(623)853‘33]1 ROC 221600 * Licensed/Bonded
ROC #336907

3R JUNK
REMOVAL
Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small
Schedule Us
Call
623.698.1438
Or Online

3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier
Junk Removal Co

IRRIGATION &
LANDSCAPING

e 0 L d
s Repairs ¢ Leaks
o Valves e Timers

Ctoan~-Uas
623.261.1741

ROC #339066

NATURE'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience

For all your
Landscape needs.
Lic # K21-153033
15%0 OFF
with ad

LANDSCAPING

FIRST @PUIoN
LANDSCGARE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

62326876312

EA‘



Landscaping

LIBRA
LANDSCHPING &
HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOuUR DREAMS A REALITY
Specializing. in Trees
Palm Trimminhg
Pavers
Artificial Grass Installation,
Rock Scaping & More
FREE Estimates & Low Prices
B802-762-4766 Juan
802-301 -_8 194 Libra

WAYNE'S
LANDSCAPING
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(602)401-0886

v Operated by
Local Firefighters

v Packing Service
LEIEL

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full Service Moving

v/ Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

CLASSIFIEDS

WORK

call

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Miscellaneous

Complete Landscaping
Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service
Deep Root Fertilizing

10% Discount
With Ad

C U FALL
i SPECIAL

623-877-2902
ROC 153581
Licensed « Bonded « Insured

Moving/Hauling

Al's IN or OUT
MOVING
And Junk Removal
Starting @ $50
Call
623-221-7454

Referrals Available
Local Mover

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHER

SINCE 1917

Butcher’s Deluxe Package

2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE  $89

GET 8 FREE SMASH BURGERS on $89+ orders
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301

Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

* Seamless Rain Gutters
* Patio Covers & Lattices
* Roll-up Shades

* Sunscreens

FREE ESTIMATES!

CUSACK
BUILDERS

BENNETT
TREE SERVICE

Professional
Arborist Tree
Care
*Trimming
*Removals
*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates
SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
ROC #317804

602-469-6810

30+ Yrs. Experience

Plumbing

DOBASH

Plumbing INC.

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner

Quality Plumbing with Quality Sewice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction

(623) 878-1102  dobashplumbing@icoud.com

Licensed © Bonded * Insured © Lic# (37R122566 * 137 * 122567

Sun Screens

America’s #1 Awning

SAVE $350

when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

Call 1-877-363-1321 now to

® Instant shade at the touch of a button.

SAVE $350 TODAY! | KREISRUEET TS VLEE IVEIEE
© Upto 10-Year Limited Warranty.

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!
15% Discount for Seniors & Military
Pipe Leak Repair « Fixture Installs « Hydro
Jetting  Roto Rooter « Camera Inspections

Trenchless Pipe Bursting « Sewer Lining

>3 7 iNeise
FREE ESTIMATES

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

Locally & Family Owned

602-888-7060

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
LICENSED * BONDED - INSURED - ROC 353346

Don JONES

PLUMBING

INSGALLAGION = REPAIR

Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets

* Faucets

* Water Heaters

* Garbage Disposals

623-670-8060

—r— Licensed
1 I Bonded

;ﬂ Insured *BBB

Roc# 272507

FOR READING
OUR PAPER!

Please visit us at the Daily Independent
at YourValley.net for 24/7 nonpartisan news.

SELLITNOW

Toplace your ad call

§88-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

Remodeling
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ZAVA
PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
e Residential - Commercial
e Roof Replacement & Repair
» Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
TPO Roofing
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

Your community directory
iIs a click away!

Inlusa.org/classifieds

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Ray Smith with SWS Engineering, Inc., will host a Neighborhood Meeting to
discuss the project referenced below. Any member of the public may participate in this conversation
as it pertains to this project by utilizing the access information provided under Meeting Details
below. According to Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant is required to host a Neighborhood
Meeting to present their project to the public while soliciting feedback and providing answers to
questions. Please note, the City of Surprise is not the host of this meeting; however, the assigned
City Planner will be available to provide information as needed in response to inquiries received
from residents.

Applicant: Ray Smith, 602-793-3243, ray@sws-engr.com

City of Surprise: Alex Ferruccio, 623-222-3164, alex.ferruccio@surpriseaz.gov
NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE: Monday, November 16, 2026

TIME: 6:00 PM

PHYSICAL LOCATION: Marley Park Elementary School

15042 W Sweetwater Ave.
Surprise, AZ 85379

MEETING LOCATION PROJECT LOCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
A Conditional Use Permit with Site Plan for the construction of an approximate 900 square foot
drive through restaurant facility on a vacant pad located west of the northwest corner of Litchfield
Road and Waddell Road. Surprise Planning Case FS26-0365.

Publish: Phoenix Independent, October 23, Surprise Independent, October 28, 2026/50786_1

Our Readers...

When you advertise in the Independent your message
will reach our loyal readers. You could get a whole
new crop of customers to your door.

Contact us for your complimentary marketing
consultation. Reach your new customers today!

888-665-3848

azads @iniusa.org
YourValley.net

Y
“)INDEPENDENT

NEWSMEDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

our Customers




Public Notice

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

Please be advised, Ramon Meza with Pathangay
Architects, LLCS, will host a Neighborhood Meeting
to discuss the project referenced below. Any member
of the public may participate in this conversation
as it pertains to this project by utilizing the access
information provided under Meeting Details below.
According to Surprise Municipal Code, the applicant
is required to host a Neighborhood Meeting to
present their project to the public while soliciting
feedback and providing answers to questions.
Please note, the City of Surprise is not the host of
this meeting; however, the assigned City Planner
will be available to provide information as needed in
response to inquiries received from residents.
Applicant: Ramon Meza, 602-500-9513,
meza@pathangayarchitects.com

City of Surprise: Tanner Wessel, 623-222-3137,
tanner.wessel@surpriseaz.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING DETAILS

DATE: Monday, November 9, 2026
TIME: 6:00 PM
PHYSICAL LOCATION:
Surprise Community & Resource Center —
Mancini Room
12641 W. Santa Fe Drive
Surprise, AZ 85378

MEETING LOCATION

PROJECT L OCATION

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

A proposed rezone of 4.19 acres from Community
Commercial (C-2) to Regional Commercial (C-3)
located at the SWC of Dysart Road and Westgate
Drive. Surprise Planning Case FS25-0227.

Publish: Surprise Independent,
October 28, 2026/50954_1
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")%NDEPENDENT
N EW S M E DI A

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

o the Dotes

; SENIOR EXP() THEPREMIER SENIOR

iNDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

Sun City West - October 28, 2026 - SCW Foundation Center

Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College

Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village

Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center
INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

SELL
YOUR
STUFF

Inthe Classifieds

sza 00

per paper - 30 words or less

‘%NDEPENDENT

NEWSMETDIA

Celebrating & Connecting Our Communities

888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds
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HEALTHY AGING

STARTS WITH
YOUR BRAIN.

And your hearing may play a bigger role than you think.

But when was the last time you checked your hearing
and brain Health?

Request your
FREE copy of
Dr. Darrow’s Book,

Preventing Decline
, Visit:
hearingandbraincenters.com g HBCAbookoffer.com
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