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Paradise Valley Victim Advocate Melisa Dodge discusses shelters and resources available to domestic violence victims,
noting that recommendations depend on each person’s circumstances, at the Coffee with a Cop event Wednesday, Oct. 7,

in Paradise Valley. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

Q&A: Paradise Valley victim advocate

Supporting survivors of
domestic violence

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Independent spoke with Melissa Dodge,
Paradise Valley's victim advocate, about support-
ing survivors, navigating the justice system and re-
sources available to those experiencing domestic
violence.

“All it takes is that one victim that finally de-
cides that enough is enough, decides to assert

SELL YOUR HOME ONCIE,

GET PAID TWICE.

their rights by having their voice heard, and puts
their trust in me to assist them in having justice
served,” Dodge wrote. “Watching a person perse-
vere and cultivate self-reliance is what keeps me
motivated.”

What led you to become a victim advocate,
and what was your path to your current role with
the prosecutor’s office?

My path began when | discovered | wanted to
help people. After earning my college degree, |
initially began my career as a behavior coach for

* See Q&A Page 30

Council
considers
eliminating
fire service fee

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Paradise Valley Town Council members
discussed the future of the town'’s fire ser-
vice fee during an Oct. 22 study session,
with several members supporting eventu:
ally eliminating the fee and covering fire
services through the general fund.

Leslie DeReche, the town’s chief financial
officer, presented the history of the Fire Ser:
vice Fund, its expenditures and collection
costs, and options for addressing its ongo-
ing deficit.

Before entering into an intergovernmen-
tal agreement with the city of Phoenix,
Paradise Valley relied on private company
Rural Metro to provide fire and emergen:
cy medical services, with property owners
paying the company directly. The town lat:
er entered into an agreement with Phoenix
for fire and emergency services to improve
response times, increase efficiency and ex
pand available resources.

Initially, the town paid for the agreement
through the general fund before implement:
ing a dedicated sales tax on Aug. 1, 2011.

* See Service Fee Page 30

SEE HOW IN THE
CENTERSPREAD

39VLS0d SN
ails 14syd

Y7CPT "ON Hwlsd
euoziy ‘xilusoyd

IowoIsn)) [e1soq
IWAdISSMIOA

aivd




2 NOVEMBER 4,2026 | TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY INDEPENDENT | YOURVALLEY.NET

A LEGACY OF REAL ESTATE EXCELLENCE
ince 1956

ROBERT JOFFE

Co-Founder COMPASS AZ
Top 10 Agent in The Valley for 26 Years
Top 500 Agent in the Nation for 26 Years

Personally Sold Nearly $4 Billion
in Residential Real Estate

Our Marketing Works and
Our Connections are Limitless

The Choice Is Obvious

Call Today to Find Out Why
So Many People Trust The Joffe Group

THE

JOFFE GROUP

602 989 8300

TheJoffeGroup com
Robert Joffe

COMPASS robert thejoffegroup com


mailto:robert@thejoffegroup.com

YOURVALLEY.NET | TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY INDEPENDENT | NOVEMBER 4, 2026 3

BRUCE THE SAVVY BUYER

BY GREG HAGUE

The client who taught me to be a better agent

The savviest buyer I ever represented
followed a rule: he would not fall in love with
a house until he owned it.

His name was Bruce. And although I was
supposed to be the real estate expert, he taught
me a few things.

My specialty has long been home selling
strategy, but occasionally I've helped buyers.
Bruce expected Harvard level representation.
I suspect many agents have never been taught
what that involves. I didn’t fully appreciate it
until I met him.

To Bruce, a house was an
investment first. It could
become his home after he
bought it. The order mattered.

That sounds easy enough. Until you walk

into a kitchen you adore, see the view from

the patio, and start mentally arranging your
furniture. Suddenly, you're looking for reasons to
buy. Reasons to be careful become less welcome.

Bruce kept his enthusiasm on a leash.

Before we made an offer, he expected me to
investigate the property, the neighborhood, and the
community’s prospects. How had values performed
compared with similar nearby communities?

What could I learn about the schools, taxes,

and surrounding development? Were businesses
opening or leaving? Was demand growing? What
might bring more houses onto the market?

A beautiful house could still be a mediocre
investment. Bruce expected me to look beyond
the front door.

And handing him a pile of statistics wouldn’t
finish the assignment. He wanted my opinion,
supported by facts.

Greg@72SOLD.com | 480.998.9900 | © Greg Hague, 2026. All rights reserved.

Bruce and me afler a backcountry flight in Wyoming We’re both pilots.

Why might this property appreciate faster than
comparable properties elsewhere? If the market
weakened, what might help it hold its value?

Bruce knew I couldn’t predict the future. But he
expected me to explain my thinking before he
committed his money:

Then came my favorite part.

His instructions went something like this: “Greg,
make the sellers love everything about my offer
except the price. That’s how I'll get the deal 1
want.”

Think about that. Most buyers focus on what they
want, then ask their agent whether the seller will
take less. Bruce expected me to discover what the
seller wanted before we put an offer on paper.

That meant calling the listing agent and asking
questions. What closing date would work best?

When did the seller actually want to move?
Would a little time in the house after closing
help? Was a shorter inspection period
important? What else would make the
transaction easier?

I wasn’t supposed to guess. I was supposed to
find out.

Then we could build an offer around those
answers, giving the seller reasons to accept our
price. Bruce had one firm boundary: he still
needed enough time to inspect the property
properly. Being accommodating didn’t mean
being careless.

He understood that a seller’s life doesn’t fit
neatly into an asking price. A closing date that
costs a buyer nothing to accommodate might
solve a seller’s biggest problem. Certainty,
convenience, and a smoother move can have

real value.
Discovering that value was part of my job.

Bruce put me through my paces, and it was a joy
to help him. When he purchased, I felt I had truly
carned my fee. There was research behind my
advice and a reason behind the terms we offered.

So when you hire an agent to help you buy,

ask what happens beyond the showings. Who
investigates the seller’s needs? Who examines the
mvestment potential? Who gives you an informed
opinion, including reasons to walk away?

Bruce expected all of that. After more than 50
years in real estate, I still believe he set the bar for
buyers and the agents who represent them.
I called him Bruce the Savvy
Buyer. He helped me become a
better buyer’s agent.

Thank you, Bruce.

@V&?, # ¢ CEO, 72SOLD
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FDA approves immunotherapy
regimen studied by Mayo Clinic

The Food and Drug Administration
has approved the immunotherapy
drug atezolizumab in combination
with chemotherapy for some patients
with stage 3 colon cancer following
surgery.

The treatment is for patients whose
tumors have deficient DNA mismatch
repair, or dAMMR.

The approval is based on results
from the ATOMIC clinical trial led by
Mayo Clinic, according to a press re-
lease.

The study found that adding atezoli-
zumab to standard chemotherapy re-
duced the risk of cancer recurrence or
death by 50% compared with chemo-
therapy alone. FDA approval further
establishes the addition of immuno-
therapy to chemotherapy as a stan-
dard treatment option in the curative
setting and helps to make it more
readily accessible to patients who
may benefit.

“This approval represents a major
advance for patients with a subset
of stage 3 colon cancer,” Frank Sini-
crope, M.D., a Mayo Clinic oncolo-
gist and leader of the ATOMIC study
said in the release. “ATOMIC is the
first study to show the benefit of im-
munotherapy after surgical resection
in patients with locally advanced co-
lon cancer with dMMR. The goal after
surgery is to eliminate remaining mi-
croscopic cancer cells responsible for
recurrence and thereby increase the
number of patients who are cured of
their disease.”

The phase 3 ATOMIC trial enrolled
712 patients with stage 3 dAMMR co-
lon cancer that had been surgical-
ly removed and spread to regional
lymph nodes. Patients were randomly
assigned to receive standard chemo-
therapy alone or chemotherapy com-

The Food and Drug Administration has approved a new immunotherapy drug for use by
patients with stage 3 colon caner that was studied at the Mayo Clinic. (Courtesy Mayo

Clinic)

bined with atezolizumab, an immune
checkpoint inhibitor, followed by addi-
tional atezolizumab.

At three years, 86.3% of patients
who received immunotherapy plus
chemotherapy were alive and free
of disease, compared with 76.2% of
patients who received chemotherapy
alone. The findings were published
this year in The New England Journal
of Medicine.

Moving immunotherapy earlier in
treatment

Immune checkpoint inhibitors have
transformed the treatment for several
advanced cancers. In colon cancer,
they have been particularly effective
against tumors with dMMR. These tu-
mors have a defect in their ability to
properly repair errors in their DNA
during cell division, leading to the ac-
cumulation of multiple mutations that
can make the cells more recognizable
to the immune system.

Before the ATOMIC trial, immu-
notherapy was used primarily for
advanced or metastatic dMMR col-
orectal cancer. ATOMIC examined
whether activating the immune system
after surgery that is intended to cure
the patient could prevent cancer from
returning.

"“Instead of waiting until a patient’s
colon cancer has returned or spread,
we can now use immunotherapy ear-
lier when patients have undergone
surgery and are able to prevent or
markedly reduce the chance of recur-
rence,” Dr. Sinicrope says.

Approximately 15% of colon can-
cers have dMMR. Testing a patient’s
tumor can identify dMMR and help
determine the optimal treatment.

An important advance for
younger patients
The approval also comes as col-
orectal cancer rates among young-
* See Immunotherapy Page 28
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Dream Home!
5022 E Orchid Paradise Valley Az
5 bedrooms | 7 baths | 7511 sf | $9,400,000
Call or Text Now for more information

Set behind private gates in prestigious Paradise Valley, this pristine Modern Mediterranean
compound by Regal American delivers unmatched luxury under $10M. Flawlessly maintained
and showing like new, the estate opens through 14-ft groin-vaulted ceilings to a 930+ bottle
wine showcase and a dramatic 44'x40’ great room. A 13-ft Carrara marble island anchors the
chef’s kitchen featuring Sub-Zero/Wolf appliances, butler’s pantry, and pocketing 10-ft glass
doors. The entertainment lounge includes a wet bar opening to 3,000+ SF of covered loggias.
The primary retreat features dual designer closets and a spa bath. Outside, Berghoff Design
Group landscaping frames a 25-meter lap pool, swim-up bar, spillover spa, and LED waterfall,
accompanied by dual ramadas with a full outdoor kitchen, outdoor fireplace, and expansive
synthetic lawns. Complete with full Control4 automation, blackout shades, and multi-car storage

PLUSH

ARIZONA LIVING
602-432-4743

www.plushaz.com
Jarrodsmith_777 @
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Arizona educator discipline
cases surge as state clears
backlog

Discipline cases against Arizona educators
have risen sharply in recent years, including
a more than fourfold increase in cases
categorized as assault since 2022.

But state education officials caution that
the increase does not necessarily mean
misconduct is occurring more frequently in
Arizona schools.

Read online at yourvalley.net

$100K grant expands
student-veteran education

program across Arizona

A $100,000 contribution from the Timothy
T. Day Foundation will help an Arizona
nonprofit expand a program connecting
students with military veterans, giving young
people opportunities to preserve firsthand
accounts of history while developing writing,
communication and leadership skills.

Imprints of Honor, a Phoenix-based
nonprofit, operates an after-school character
and civic education program with 33 school
and college chapters, including 31 in Arizona.

Read online at yourvalley.net

Arizona broadcasters back
AM frequencies as Congress

debates mandate for autos

The technology may be more than a century
old, but AM radio waves continue to carry
safety alerts, news and entertainment in
multiple languages across Arizona.

Now, national lawmakers are working
to keep drivers tuned in with a bipartisan
bill that would require AM radio in new
passenger vehicles, despite pushback from
car manufacturers.

Read online at yourvalley.net

Gigi’s Playhouse in Scottsdale
offers those with Down syndrome
skills, camaraderie

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chris Mays knows what's wrong with the
world.

“The world needs more people with
Down syndrome,” said Mays, the execu-
tive director of GiGi's Playhouse Phoenix,
which is actually located in Scottsdale.

“When you're talking to somebody with
Down syndrome, they're going to tell you
exactly what theyre thinking and what
they’re feeling,” Mays said. “l love that
because if you're doing something good,
they're going to tell you. If you're doing
something they don't like, they're going to
tell you ... | think they’re the answer to sav-
ing the world.”

There are over 60 GiGi's Playhouses
across America and Mexico. The achieve-

* See Gigi's Page 16

Gigi's Playhouse Phoenix member Sofia Ramirez (right) prepares
the cash register for a busy day at the achievement center’s cafe.
(Independent Newsmedia/). Graber)

Italian Festival moves to
Scottsdale Civic Center

Around 60 vendors, including 12 ltalian restaurants are scheduled for
this year's ltalian Festival at Scottsdale’s Civic Center. (Courtesy Italian

Association of Arizona)

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The 11th annual ltalian Festival will
return to Scottsdale Nov. 7-8 in grand
style.

The festival has outgrown its normal
location along the waterfront and will
be headed to the 24-acre Scottsdale
Civic Center Plaza, 3939 N. Drinkwater
Blvd., this year

“lt's our biggest and most exciting
festival yet,” Italian Association of Ar-
izona Board Member Ron Pacioni
said.

* See Festival Page 24
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7501 E Palo Verde Drive Lot 4
Scottsdale AZ 85250

3 Bed + Office | 6 Bath | 3,970 Sqft
— Offered at $$4,500,000 —

Secluded, private, and convenient. Comprising a fully walled and
landscaped desert oasis, this flag lot property provides a unique
hidden and secure lifestyle, yet minutes from the fine dining and
shopping that Paradise Valley and Scottsdale are known for. The
main house is a fully restored vintage 1959 Spanish brick
territorial with heightened ceilings and a clay tile roof. Custom
windows, doors, and cabinets, two limestone gas fireplaces, and
top of the line appliances. The guest house is fully self contained
with its own garage with room for a double lift and total garage
parking for 8 cars. The landscaped grounds include towering
pines and palms, old-growth native trees, citrus grove, landscape
lighting, large heated pool/spa, and bocce ball court. Once you
arrive you won't want to leave!

WHATS MY HOME ANDREW BLOOM

\X/ORTH? CO-FOUNDER | REALTOR®

andrew@bvoluxury.com

CALL ME NOW!
Each Keller Williams Ofice is Independently Owned and Operated ( 4 8 O ) 37 6 _ 8 72 5
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OPINIONS WITH CIVILITY

TAKE THE PLEDGE

Yes, | will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage
in civil discourse about public
issues. Visit iniusa.org/civility-
pledge/ to take the pledge.

YOUR OPINION

We hope to stimulate debate,
not control it on our opinions
pages. We reserve the right to edit
submitted opinions. We insist on
civility. Please include your name,
physical address and phone
number, so we can contact you for
clarification or confirmation. We
welcome your photo. All opinions
must be no more than 300 words.

Letters judged as personal
attacks or complaints about
neighbors, businesses or other
opinion writers will not be
considered. No person may
submit more than two opinions
for publication during a calendar
month. Two submissions in the
same issue will not be published.
Letter content is the responsibility
of the person who submitted it.

SPEAK UP

We support the use of pen
names. Too many people do
not speak up because they fear
intimidation or even danger to
their families and/or careers. Pen
names are an important part of
our nation’s history.

CORRECTIONS

We promptly correct factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply”
to the people we cover. Readers
who disagree with a news story
may respond with a letter.

Can’t wait for
council to act on
leaf blowers

Following the town council’s
Oct. 22 study session on leaf
blowers, one thing is clear:
residents shouldn’t count on the
council to lead any effort to reduce
leaf blower noise and emissions.
This is despite the council’s
acknowledgment that leaf blower
complaints are perennial — and
have been among the most
persistent concerns residents have
raised over the years.

But we don’t have to wait for the
council to act.

Paradise Valley resorts have
already switched from gas-powered
to quieter battery-powered leaf
blowers because they don’t want
to disturb their guests. With no
commercial businesses to speak of
in town, that leaves our own yards
as the major source of the noise
that disrupts our neighborhoods.
And that means we have the power
to make a real difference.

If enough of us ask our
landscapers to switch to battery-
powered blowers, they will have
an incentive to do so. Better yet,
we can ask them to rake whenever
practical and reserve blowers for
when they’re truly needed, like
after major storms. My husband
and | have already adopted
this approach. Our landscaper
has even told us that, in many
circumstances, raking is easier than
blowing.

Imagine the difference we could
make if more of us took this simple
step. | plan to rally my neighbors
within leaf blower earshot to see
what we can accomplish together.
| urge other residents to do the
same. We shouldn't have to accept

ATTENTION PLEASE! (-»

We are committed to publishing
a variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines

Please send comments to
azopinions@iniusa.org. More
letters are on yourvalley.net.

incessant leaf blower noise as the
price of living in Paradise Valley
when alternatives are available.
And when the next council
election comes around, let's ask
candidates where they stand
on leaf blowers. If this is one of
our community’s most persistent
complaints, it deserves more than
another study session. It deserves
action.

Maja Wessels
PARADISE VALLEY

Arizona’s health
care system needs

to improve

| pray to God something
improves with our health care
system.

My husband is dead and gone
because the health care system
here in Arizona failed him. |
called 911 because my husband
had fallen a couple of times. He
didn't need to die four weeks
later - he had low sodium and low
electrolytes. | thought they’d give
him an IV and I'd take him home
in a couple of days. He ended up
getting sepsis, sending him to a
rehab, bringing him back to the
hospital and back to rehab.

It was absolutely horrible. | still
have nightmares about it. He's
been gone three and a half

months.

Please do something about our
health care system. | pray to God
| never have to go to the ER. | felt
angry and frustrated. Most of the
time | didn't feel like anybody was
helping me or certainly helping my
husband.

Patricia Brooks
SCOTTSDALE

A call for refugee
support

In this fraught time when so
many freedoms are endangered,
this letter calls for support for
vetted refugee immigrants.

This October, the Department
of Homeland Security cut the 30-
day refugee termination notice to
a mere 10 days - endangering
previously granted work
authorization, ability to support
children and applications for green
cards.

Historically, termination of
thoroughly vetted refugees has
been rare because refugees are
identified overseas and go through
years of security vetting, medical
screenings and in-person DHS
interviews. Now, DHS has begun
systematically revisiting previously
settled cases. A 10-day deadline
makes it nearly impossible for
individuals and families to get legal
help or gather evidence needed to
avoid being detained or deported.

Meanwhile, redesignation of
Temporary Protected Status for
Ukrainian refugees is on hold,
endangering families who cannot
safely return to an active war zone.
Also, the Afghan Special Immigrant
Visa program remains paused
while the latest travel ban removed
the Afghan SIV exemption. Thus,
Afghan allies who supported our

¢ See Opinions Page 28
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JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

@MonroeStately

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

www.StatelyLiving.com

JOSH PETERS

Josh@StatelyLiving.com

@JoshStately

480.788.7556

MONROE PETERS

Monroe@StatelyLiving.com

@MonroeStately

www.StatelyLiving.com

AVAILABLE STATELY PROPERTIES

6528 N 60TH STREET
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $13,999,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 8,262 SO FT ON 1.1 ACRES

5248 E ARROYO ROAD
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $13,488,888
4 BEDS | 7 BATHS | 9,287 SO FT ON 1.09 ACRES

6323 E SAGE DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $12,999,888
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS 17,928 SQ FT ON 1.2 ACRES

8020 N 64TH PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $11,500,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,009 SO FT ON 1.04 ACRES

6610 N MOUNTAIN VIEW DRIVE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $8,999,888
5 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,563 SO FT ON 1 ACRE

4715 N LAUNFAL AVE
PHOENIX, 85018 | $8,495,000
6 BEDS | 8 BATHS | 8,332 SO FT ON 1.07 ACRES

5209 N 63RD PLACE
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $3,999,888
5 BEDS | 6 BATHS | 5,102 SO FT ON NEARLY A 0.50 ACRE LOT

7525 N CLEARWATER PARKWAY
PARADISE VALLEY, 85253 | $5,488,888
6 BEDS | 7 BATHS 1 8,290 SO FT ON 1.3 ACRES

#1IN PARADISE VALLEY

SOLD: $32,388,888 SoLD: $20,975,000
5724 E MOCKINGBIRD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 5901 E EDWARD LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED BOTHBUYER & SELLER

SOLD: $19,250,000 SOLD: $18,750,000
6025 E CHOLLA LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6447 E MCDONALD DRIVE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $17,000,000 SOLD: $16,250,000 SOLD: $16,000,000 SOLD: $14,275,000
6203 E JOSHUA TREE LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 5001 N WILKINSON ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6724 N 62ND STREET | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 6515 E MEADOWLARK LN | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BOTH BUYER AND SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

SOLD: $13,000,000
6101 N YUCCA ROAD | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,300,000
OFF MARKET SALE IN FINISTERRE
REPRESENTED BUYER

SOLD: $12,000,000 SOLD: $9,100,000
6101 E CABALLO LANE | PARADISE VALLEY, AZ 4534 E PEBBLE RIDGE RD| PARADISE VALLEY, 85253
REPRESENTED SELLER REPRESENTED SELLER

480.788.7556

INSTAGRAM @JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

INSTAGRAM@JOSHSTATELY
JOSH@STATELYLIVING.COM

2 B

480.788.7556
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Where young families are
growing — and where they
aren't

By Matt Loeschmann
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Arizona continues to attract new
residents, but the state’s growth is cre-
ating very different communities for
children and families.

In some parts of Arizona, new
neighborhoods are filling with young
families, school districts are adding
classrooms and communities are
building parks and other services for
children. In other areas, children make
up a shrinking share of the popula-
tion as the number of older residents
grows.

The difference could help shape
Arizona's schools, housing market and
public services for decades.

About 1.59 million Arizonans were
under age 18 in 2024, representing
roughly 21% of the state’s population,
according to U.S. Census Bureau es-
timates. At the same time, nearly 1.5
million residents were 65 or older.

That means Arizona has nearly as
many children as seniors, but they are
not distributed evenly across the state.

Family growth
Valley

In the Phoenix metropolitan areaq,
some of the clearest examples of fam-
ily growth can be found in communi-
ties such as Queen Creek, Buckeye,
Goodyear and Surprise.

Queen Creek illustrates how quickly
a community can change.

Once a small community on the
southeastern edge of the Valley,
Queen Creek has become a major
residential growth area. New subdi-
visions continue to spread across the
community, bringing families with chil-
dren into neighborhoods that did not

is reshaping the

Arizona’s child divide

What does the data say about young families in Arizona? (Metro Creative)

exist a generation ago.

The growth is reflected in the local
school system. Queen Creek Unified
School District reports approximately
15,000 students and 16 schools, ac
cording to the district. Its schools in-
clude elementary, junior high and high
school campuses serving a rapidly ex-
panding community.

The effect of that growth can be
seen at the individual-school level.
Queen Creek High School had 1,968

students in the 2024-25 school year,
according to the National Center for
Education Statistics.

Other fast-growing communities
face similar pressures. Buckeye, Good-
year and Surprise have added large
numbers of homes and residents, in-
creasing demand for schools, child
care, parks and other services aimed
at families.

The number of children tells a

different story

But population growth alone does
not tell the entire story.

A community can add thousands
of residents without adding many chil-
dren if the newcomers are primarily
adults or retirees. Conversely, a small-
er community can have a much higher
percentage of children even if its over-
all population is relatively modest.

That makes the percentage of resi-
dents under 18 an important measure
when comparing Arizona communi-
ties.

The broader numbers suggest that
the state’s family landscape is chang-
ing. The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s
KIDS COUNT Data Center reports that
the percentage of Arizona households
with at least one person under age 18
fell from 31.8% in 2011-15 to 28.7% in
2020-24.

Births and school enrollment show
the trends

Birth statistics provide another meo-
sure of the trend.

Arizona recorded 78,711 births in
2024, according to Arizona Depart-
ment of Health Services vital statistics
data. The state’s fertility rate was about
53 births per 1,000 women ages 15 to
44. The state health department also
publishes birth data by county, allow-
ing researchers to see where births
are increasing or declining.

Those differences matter because
the number of children in a community
affects much more than school enroll-
ment.

A growing child population can in-
crease demand for classrooms, teach:-
ers, day-care centers, pediatric health
care, playgrounds, libraries and youth
recreation programs. It can also influ-
ence where communities build roads,
parks and new housing.

¢ See Families Page 29
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SUSD looking at student screen time rules

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Scottsdale Unified School Dis-
trict governing board is looking to limit
how much screen time students can
have for school purposes.

The board discussed the issue
during its Oct. 27 meeting and tasked
staff with writing a policy they can vote
on sometime this school year.

Superintendent Dr. Scott Menzel said
he would like to have it to the board by
March or April at the latest.

One thing board member’s agreed
on was that the youngest students
should have minimal access to com-
puters.

“Don’t show them a movie when you
can read them the book,” board mem-
ber Dr. Matthew Pittinsky said.

National screen use guardrails pro-
posed by staff call for kindergartners
to have no more than 15 minutes of
screen time per day, first-graders to
get no more than a half hour and sec
ond-graders to get between 20 to 40
minutes of screen time daily.

Board member Amy Carney said
she would like to see students through
second grade get no screen time.

“We do have parents that are leav-
ing or not coming to our schools be-
cause they are looking for schools that
aren't using screens like we are,” she
said. “It's vital we make change. We
need to get our enrollment up, and this
is a way we can do that, if we do it the

right way.”

Carney also said she wants to go
back to pre-COVID systems when stu-
dents weren't assigned their own com-
puters for the year. She preferred com-
puters only be accessible to students
when they are rolled out in carts for
specific lessons.

Assistant Superintendent of Educa-
tional Services Lea Mitchell agreed
with Carney that some parents and
even teachers have expressed a de-
sire to get away from technology, but
she’s also heard from as many families
concerned their children aren’t being
taught more computer literacy.

Menzel noted that students begin
taking standardized tests in the third
grade, so it might make sense to give
them some computer literacy skills be-
fore that.

Carney also said she wants an opt-
out option for families that don't want
their kids using computers at all —
which the district already offers.

Menzel said his staff has found ex-
amples of poor use of screens in the
district’s schools.

“We've had examples of people
putting on ‘Bluey’ while the kids are
doing snack time and we've said, ‘No,
that's not an appropriate use. Students
need to be engaging in social activi-
ty during snack time, not watching the
screen,” he said.

But it's not all bad news regarding
technology use.

Scottsdale Unified School District
Governing Board member Amy Carney
wants a district-wide policy that limits all
students through the second grade to no
screen time at school. (Scottsdale Unified
School District)

"We've also walked into classrooms
where the screen is up, what's in the
workbook is on the screen and the
teacher is using that as an interactive
flat panel to help with group instruction
.. so it's screen but it's educationally
driven with a teaching and learning
purpose,” Menzel said.

That leads to the first step in creat-
ing a policy, which is to define exactly
what is screen time. For example, if stu-
dents need their school issued comput-
ers to do homework at night, does that
eat into their daily allotment of screen
time.

Menzel also noted as students get
older, a lot of research is online, which
needs to be accounted for.

And some students who are behind

MORE ONLINE

Find education stories
online at yourvalley.net.

in some subjects, such as English as a
second language, can benefit from ex-
tra programs to catch up.

Likewise, students don’t necessari-
ly use their computers uniformly every
day. For example, Menzel said, arts stu-
dents may use their computers heavily
some days to create designs, then not
at all on other days when they are cre-
ating the piece, so to say to all high
schoolers should strictly get 90 to 120
minutes of computer time each day,
may not be meeting their needs either.

But Menzel said he and staff will de-
velop something for the board to vote
on this school year.

“"What I've heard: One is that the
board would like to pursue policy
and then regulations recognizing that
the policy in itself and it's creation
shouldn’t be so ridged that it doesn't
account for some of the exceptions or
things that we know are important at
all levels, but also, I've heard pretty
clearly a strength of minimizing screen
time at the younger ages,” he said.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to
azopinions@iniusa.org. We are com-
mitted to publishing a wide variety
of reader opinions, as long as they
meet our Civility Guidelines.
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Jarson & Jarson Real Estate

We share your love for this extraordinary place we call home.

Join us in celebrating the 65th Anniversary of the Town of Paradise Valley « 1961-2026
azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson Real Estate is dedicated to representing

distinctive homes with a thoughtful, design-focused approach.

For real estate guidance, contact: Scott & Debbie Jarson at 480.254.7510

sviarchitecture

I jarson&jarson REAL ESTATE
Jarson & Jarson support Save the Spire and pledges a portion of

our compensation on each Paradise Valley sale to help install this azarchitecture.com
inspirational artistic beacon.

#1 Real Estate Agent
Ranking Arizona 2026
m mmmmmmmm If your home is currently listed this is not a solicitation. Copyright 2026 azarchitecture/Jarson & Jarson all rights reserved.
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Gigi's

* From page 6

ment centers are dedicated to im-
proving the lives of people with Down
syndrome by offering services like oc
cupational therapy and speech ther-
apy as well as other services while
eventually finding them employment
as adults. One of the most important
services it provides may be the chance
to simply socialize with each other.

The Gigi's Playhouse Phoenix is the
21st location in the nation, which Mays
says is serendipitous because Down
syndrome occurs when there is a third
chromosome in the 21st pair.

Gigi's Playhouse Phoenix was start-
ed by Jennifer Gage when her daugh-
ter was getting ready to graduate
high school. There was no clear path
for her next step so she spearheaded
a start-up committee in 2013 and start-
ed raising funds

The Scottsdale location opened on
Valentine’s Day 2015 in a single room
and has since expanded into the two

store fronts on either side of it to its cur-
rent size of just over 6,000 square feet.

It provides all of its services at no
cost to members and runs on about
a $1.2 million budget with no govern-
ment funding — it's all donors and
grants.

The center is the only location in
Arizona and works with approximately
1,200 families across the state. On any
given month, there will be between
100 and 150 active participants rang-
ing from newborns to members in
their 50s.

The playhouse is a place of joy
filled with success stories.

For instance member Moria Silver-
berg is interested in acting and was
recently cast as a barista in the inde-
pendent film “Underneath the Glittery
Moon.”

And member Jordan Leydon was
hired by the Phoenix Suns, got four
other members hired by the team and
was promoted to a full guest service
representative.

“He'll take their ticket, tell them

where the seat is,” Mays said. “"He's
giving them eye contact and high fives
every time they’re coming in, and it's
genuine. It's authentic.”

Leydon loves it.

“l like meeting new people and
helping other people,” he said.

Leydon’s mom Christine Leydon,
who became the Scottsdale location’s
director of adult education after dis-
covering GiGi’s Playhouse, is beyond
proud of her son’s accomplishments.

“When he graduated high school,
it was like, now what?” she said.
“There’s nothing out there for some-
one with Down syndrome. For years |
was searching high and low, asking
what is going on as he regressed.
Then we found Gigi's Playhouse, think-
ing it’s just for the little ones like every-
body else, but it's an amazing adult
program here (too). It's changed our
lives. Now my son'’s confidence is built
back up and he’s met new friends
here. He's living his dream, working
for the Suns.”

The goal at GiGi's Playhouse isn't

just to fit members into any old job
they can find. The idea is to find some-
thing that plays to each individual's
strengths and interests.

“We have musicians, we have ath-
letes, we have writers, we have baris-
tas,” Mays said. “They all have their
own interests. We help give them
skills. We identify what their interests
are and really send them on this jour-
ney. Ultimately their going to end up
in our education (program). They're
going to work on resumes and job in-
terviews. We're going to get them out
into the public.”

But members don’t graduate from
GiGi's Playhouse per se. They may
develop skills and get jobs, but that
doesn’t mean they stop coming.

“This is a life journey here,” Mays
said.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i n e yo u r h O m e’ tOta I Iy O rg a n ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

0%0¢¢

Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE
AN EXTRA 15% Off

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.

Expires 11/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

2024 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2884 ©

closetsbydesign.com

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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SELL YOUR HOME
ONCE, GET
PAID TWICE.

We'll buy your PV home for cash, giving you
a multi-million dollar check upfront.

Q

We'll pay off your loan and cover all expenses
carrying and maintaining your home.

HOMES2){COM.

Q

We'll give you all our profit on resale, less expenses
you would have incurred selling traditionally.

Q

You can stay in your home or move to a new
home at any time during our resale period.

Q

You will never find a more convenient, private,
and stress-free way to sell your PV home.

Q

Want our price on your PV home? Get started at Homes2X.com.
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Chinese musical treasures coming to
Musical Instrument Museum

More than 70 musical instruments
and other objects excavated from
archaeological sites in China will be
featured in a new exhibition opening
Nov. 6 at Musical Instrument Museum.

“Unearthed Musical Masterpieces
from the Southern Kingdoms of Ancient
China” includes artifacts dating back
more than 2,000 years. More than 40
of the objects will be displayed in the
United States for the first time, includ-
ing 10 designated Grade One No-
tional Cultural Relics, China’s highest
classification for national treasures.
The exhibition was organized by MIM
and the Hubei Provincial Museum un-
der the guidance of China’s National
Cultural Heritage Administration.

The exhibition traces the develop-
ment of musical culture in ancient Chi-
na from the Neolithic period through
the court music associated with the an-
cient Zeng and Chu states. Among the
objects are bronze bells, drums and
stone chimes that were excavated

from the tombs of rulers and nobility.

Highlights include a bell from the
tomb of Marquis Qiu of Zeng dating
to about 650 BCE; a bronze bell from
the tomb of Marquis Yu of Zeng dating
to about 550-476 BCE; and a painted
standing drum dating to about 400-
300 BCE featuring phoenixes standing
on the backs of tigers. The exhibition
also includes an exceptionally rare
bronze animal-shaped chime dating
to approximately 1300-1100 BCE and
a painted stone chime decorated with
phoenixes.

Other artifacts include depictions
of musicians, armor and a helmet, a
bronze sword and jaode pendants. Ar-
chaeological excavation footage and
videos of contemporary performances
also will be shown.

MIM will mark the exhibition’s
opening with a three-day event Nov.
6-8 featuring curator talks, instrument
demonstrations, live music and family
activities.

The Musical Instrument Museum will soon receive dozens of instruments excavated from
sites in China. (Photo provided by Musical Instrument Museum)

Opera singer to perform
at Italian Festival

ltalian singer Ripalta Bufo returns to
Scottsdale this year to showcase her
talent, headlining the 11th annual ltal-
ian Festival on Saturday and Sunday,
Nov. 7-8 at the Scottsdale Civic Center,
3939 N. Drinkwater Blvd.

Bufo, a soprano opera singer from
Apulia, ltaly, has captivated audiences
around the globe with her remarkable

talent, according to a press release.

She was a finalist on “ltalia’s Got
Talent” in 2013, displaying her status
as a world-class performer. She trav-
eled to the United States to record her
new album “From ltaly with Love” and
will share songs from it at the festival.

Tickets can be purchased at italio-
nassociation.org.

ltalian opera singer Ripalta Bufo was a finalist on “Italia’s Got Talent” in 2013.
(Submitted Photo/Italian Association of Arizona)
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6215 N CASA BLANCA DR DS B O AT 416,000,000 6209 N CASA BLANCA DR DS 8 D AT £9.625.060

SOLD AT $9,625,000

ADRIAN HEYMAN

ADRIAN.HEYMAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM
480.465.2620
HEYMANLUXURY.COM

THEAGENCYRE.COM
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#1 Sales Team
Berkshire Hathaway Arizona 2025 & 2026

s al fediie

4949 E. Lincoln Dr, Villa 7, Paradise Valley 85253 | 4 Bed + Office / 4.5 Bath / 4,230 SQ FT | $3,895,000
CONTACT: Eric P. Heil (602) 370-6456

6101 E. Joan De Arc, Scottsdale 85254 | 5 Bed + Office / 3 Bath / 4,122 SQ FT | $3,195,000 NEW CONSTRUCTION
CONTACT: Eric P. Heil (602) 370-6456

@ m ©2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.
4 Equal Housing Opportunity.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

LUXURY
COLLECTION

Arizona Properties

126 N. 9th Ave & 122 N. 9th Ave, Phoenix 85007
Combined 9 Bed & 5 Bath Over 3,800 SQ FT
$735,000 & $735,000 respectively
Contact: Rob Sullivan (480) 869-6569

Historic Old Route 66 Estate Team Members: James Cantalini, Justin Tiffany, Holly Hoepfner, Todd
1,051 Acres of Undeveloped Land Hoffman, Eric Heil, Roseanne Hoffman, Colin Zaccagnio, Rob Sullivan
Asking $1,530,000

Contact: Eric P. Heil (602) 370-6456
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Festival
* From page 6

Typically over 10,000 people visit
over the weekend but the association
is shooting for more this year.

Among the new features this year,
will be a Bocce tournament and the
festival’s first VIP section, offering ex-
clusive perks such as three compli-
mentary pasta dishes prepared by
chef Francesco Allegro and three wine
or cocktail selections available only to
VIP guests. VIP ticket holders will also
receive general admission and six
wine tasting tickets for La Strada del
Vino.

In fact, the crowd favorite La Stra-
da del Vino will include over 30 wines
from regions across ltaly this year.

World famous ltalian coloratura
soprano Ripalta Bufo is also returning
and award winning flag waving team
Sbandieratori del Palito Asti is also
coming back from Asti, Italy.

“If you love food and you like wine

and you like our culture, there’s some-
thing here for everyone, Pacioni said.

That includes kids.

“We'll have a children’s face paint-
er, a balloon artist as well as a magi-
cian for the kids.

The association is closing in on 60
vendors coming to sell everything from
pottery and jewelry to clothing

LIKE US ONLINE

Find us on social media @yourvalley

family, two adult daughters and the
parents, it's something they just come
out to and look forward to every year.”
And family is largely what

and makeup. the ltalion culture is
This will be the fifth “ about, chioni said.
year Jennifer Koe- “ltalions  always
ninger of Humble joke you meet
Jowels wil be at [ It our biggest andmost '\ SE and the
elt’is g/r?e. of her eXdﬁngfeSﬁval yet part of ))/Iour fém-
favorite shows be- .. ily ... and you wel-
couse. she  does ItalianAls{;:)l(l:il;%((:)lr?:)lf!Arizona Comg them in”
well in sales and Board Member he said.
the association al- ,, The ltalian Fes-
ways puts on a first tival is just one

class, but relaxed, pro-
duction, she said.

“I have the same people com-
ing to me year after year,” Koeninger
said. “It's a lot of families. | have one

of many fundraising
events held by the 501

(c)(3) ltalian Association of
Arizona aimed at eventually building
an ltalian Cultural Center, which is

planned for 2030 somewhere in Scott-
sdale.

Early bird prices are available and
tickets can be purchased at italianas-
sociation.org.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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conversation? Email us at
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Mary Lynn Kasunic

President & CEO

Every day, direct care workers
provide essential support to older
adults, people with disabilities who
depend on assistance to remain
safe and living in their own homes.
These dedicated workers often
drive to multiple clients each day,
making transportation and gasoline
a significant personal expense.

The Agency on Aging, Region
One is asking its’ community to
consider directing their eligible tax
credit contribution to support these
essential workers.

Your contribution can help the Area
Agency on Aging provide gas cards

Sponsored Content

Help Support the Caregivers Who Help Our Community

to direct care workers who travel
to deliver care in our communities.
A gas card may seem like a small
gesture, but for a caregiver facing
the high cost of gasoline, it can
make a meaningful difference.

Direct care workers cannot provide
care unless they can get to the people
who need them. Many depend on
their personal vehicles to travel
from home to client appointments,
sometimes covering considerable
distances each week. At the same
time, many direct care workers earn
modest wages while performing
physically demanding work.

Your tax credit contribution can

help ease one of the everyday costs
of doing this important job.

The Area Agency on Aging believes
our community can make a
difference by investing in the people
who care for our neighbors.

Help us support the caregivers
who show up for our community
every day. Give your tax credit
contribution to the Area Agency
on Aging and help provide gas
cards to direct care workers.

The 2026 Tax Credit for married
taxpayers filing jointly is up to
$1,009 and up to $506 for taxpayers
who are single, married filing
separately or head of household.
Area Agency on Aging, Region
One  Qualifying  Charitable
Organization (QCO) number is
20044. Please consult your tax
specialist for all tax implications.

Donate today at aaaphx.org/
donate or for more information
contact the Area Agency on Aging
at 602-264-2255.
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They care for
our loved ones,
let’s care for them.

Every mile matters when
you’re caring for someone
who depends on you.

Your generous tax credit
donation can help provide gas
cards to direct care workers.

Help ease transporation costs and
support direct care workers who
provide essential care everyday.

This year, consider giving your tax credit contribution to the Area Agency Make your tax credit

on Aging and help keep direct care workers on the road and there for the donation today

people who depend on them. aaaphx.org /donate

For more information call

The 2026 Tax Credit for married taxpayers filing jointly is up to $1,009
602-264-2255

and to $506 for taxpayers who are single, married filing separately or

head of household.
AREA AGENCY ON AGING
Area Agency on Aging Qualifying Charitable Organization (QCO) code is 20044 Y REGION ONE, INCORPORATED
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Scottsdale Philharmonic ‘thriving’

By J. Graber
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Scottsdale Philharmonic Symphony
Executive Director Joy Partridge was
devastated to learn the Phoenix Sym-
phony has shut down and laid off its
musicians for lack of funding.

“I wish we could help them be-
cause it’s just such an embarrassment
for the City of Phoenix to shut down
an entire season of a major classical
organization,” Partridge said. “We're
all appalled this is happening.”

The Scottsdale Philharmonic, on the
other hand, has a different story to tell,
as Partridge says it's “thriving.”

“We outgrew the Scottsdale Center
for the Arts, which holds about 800,
and where we are right now, La Casa
de Cristo Lutheran Church ... which
seats about 1,250,” she said.

And the concerts are so packed

Scottsdale Philharmonic leaders are hoping to begin paying all of their musicians by the
middle of the season. (Submitted Photo/Scottsdale Philharmonic)

they realized last June that they were
turning people away, so they doubled
the performances this year. Each show
is now played on a Thursday night,
which is new, and a Sunday afternoon.

The symphony is even playing
shows in the summer months, while
the typical season is in the fall and
winter.

After opening the season in Oc

tober with Mendelssohn’s “Fingal’s
Cave” and Arensky’s “Symphony No.
1,” November’s concerts, which will be
Nov. 12 and 15, will feature Mozart's
“Symphony 40" and Saint-Saens’ “Pio-
no Concerto No. 2, Op. 22.”

The Scottsdale Philharmonic is cur-
rently a semi-professional orchestra,
meaning only some of its musicians
are paid; however, its leaders are
hopping to pay all of the musicians
by the middle of the season.

“When you have a combination
of the people you pay versus people
who volunteer, there tends to be a big
difference sometimes in reliability ...
you've really got to pay your people
to make sure you've got that consisten-
cy,” Partridge said.

General admission to Thursday
night events is $19.95 and VIP seat-

¢ See Philharmonic Page 29

>%merica’s Desert Christmas

CIoSED GHRISTMAS DAY

14629 W Peoria Ave, Surprise, AZ 85355

Admission starts at $24.95 ¢ Ages 2 & under free

November 20 -
December 27

Enjoy over one million lights! Race down our NEW

winter tubing hill. Get immersed in the Jolly Journey
Train ride. Explore the Candy Cane Maze, meet Santa
nightly and more - included with admission!

Reserve your tickets at TheDesertLights.com

Use code: SANTA for $2 OFF admission Mon-Thur excluding the week of Christmas
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Paradise Valley's

Personalized Care = Concierge Services = Luxury Living = Peace of Mind = Memory Care

Where Compassion, Comfort, and Dignity Come Home

For over 10 years, we have proudly served Paradise Valley and Scottsdale families with three custom-built
luxury assisted living homes designed for just 10 residents each. Liveable 7,000-9,000 SF mountain view homes.
Experience the difference between a facility and a place that truly feels like home.

Concierge-Style Living We simplify life for residents and families by coordinating healthcare and supportive services

d directly in the comfort of our warm homes, including:
an

Coordinated Care « Mobile Physicians and Nurse Practitioners « Daily Enrichment Activities/Social Engagement

» Mobile Dental Services » Hospice Services
X . Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy  Laboratory and Diagnostic Services
« Home Health Services « Salon Services

Check the websites for
video walkthroughs.
MountainViewRAL.com Our experienced team serves as your advocate and primary point of contact,
LincolnRAL.com coordinating services and communicating with healthcare providers to ensure
CamelbackRAL.com seamless care while giving families peace of mind.

Exclusive Offers!
Schedule a private tour foday! Contact Jean Pederson at (714) 420-1793 Jean Pederson
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MUSIC - COMEDY - JOUSTING - FEASTING
GAMES - RIDES - SHOPPING

. FESTIVAL

& ARTISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

FEB.6-APR. 4

Sat., Sun., & Pres. Day - 10am-6pm

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:
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e ARIZONA.RENFESTINFO.COM
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HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

SUNSTATE.

Equipment Co.

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College

Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village

Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Immunotherapy
* From page 4

er adults continue to rise. More than
one-quarter of patients enrolled in
ATOMIC were younger than 50.

The trial included patients with
Lynch syndrome, the most common
inherited cause of colorectal cancer
and the most common hereditary
cancer syndrome. People with Lynch
syndrome have an increased risk of
developing several cancers, particu-
larly colorectal cancer, and frequently
develop cancer at younger ages. Co-
lon cancers associated with Lynch syn-
drome generally have dMMR.

“For patients who develop colon
cancer at a young age, preventing re-
currence can translate into decades of
life gained,” Dr. Sinicrope said in the
release. “Being able to offer an ef-
fective treatment such as immunother-
apy to improve the survival of these
patients is especially meaningful for
them and their families.”

From scientific insight to a new
treatment

ATOMIC grew from years of re-
search into the biology of dAMMR colon
cancer. Dr. Sinicrope and colleagues
previously observed that these tumors
contain large numbers of inflammato-
ry and immune cells, including those
cells targeted by immune checkpoint
inhibitors. Those findings provided the
scientific rationale for testing whether

immunotherapy could strengthen the
body’s immune response against can:
cer cells that can remain after surgery.

Dr. Sinicrope developed the study,
which was conducted through the
Alliance for Clinical Trials in Oncolo-
gy, part of the National Cancer Insti
tute-supported National Clinical Trials
Network. Patients from the U.S. and
Germany participated.

“The patients who participated in
ATOMIC made this advance possible,
and their contribution will change how
we treat patients with dMMR colon
cancer here and around the world,”
Dr. Sinicrope said in the release.

The National Comprehensive Can
cer Network previously updated its
guidelines to include atezolizumab
plus chemotherapy as a treatment
option based on the ATOMIC findings.
FDA approval establishes the regimen
as an approved treatment for eligible
patients in the U.S. previously updated
its guidelines to include atezolizumab
plus chemotherapy as a treatment op-
tion based on the ATOMIC findings.
FDA approval establishes the regimen
as an approved treatment for eligible
patients in the U.S.

The National Cancer Institute of
the National Institutes of Health and
Genentech funded the ATOMIC study:.
See the study in The New England
Journal of Medicine for a complete lisf
of authors, disclosures and funding.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do you have an opinion on this issue? Email azopinions@iniusa.org.

OPINIONS WITH CIVILITY

* From page 8

troops and have been vetted and
deemed eligible for visas, are
barred from entering the U.S.

All these people have trusted our
country with their safety. Neighbors
throughout the Valley of the Sun
have helped to house, resettle and

support vetted refugees who are
contributing to our communities.
Please contact our elected officials
to restore the 30-day refugee
termination notice period, release
the hold for Ukrainian refugees and
support Afghan SIVs.

Kristine Bartanen
FOUNTAIN HILLS
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Families
* From page 12

School enrollment provides another
way to measure the changing popu-
lation.

The Arizona Department of Educao-
tion’s School Report Cards provide
enrollment information for individual
schools and districts, making it possi-
ble to compare student populations
with broader demographic changes.
The state data also show how school
districts differ in size and composition.

For districts in rapidly developing
communities, growth can happen
quickly. A new housing development
may initially bring only a handful of
students. As more homes are occu-
pied, however, hundreds of children
can eventually enter the local school
system.

Two paths for Arizona's future

The opposite can happen in com-
munities where the population is ag-
ing.

Fewer children can mean declin-
ing enrollment and less demand for
new schools, while an increasing se-

nior population can create greater de-
mand for health care, transportation
and other services.

That creates a demographic divide
between some of Arizona’s youngest
communities and some of its oldest.

It also changes the meaning of the
word growth.

Two communities can both add res-
idents, but one may be adding young
families while the other is attracting re-
tirees. One may need new elementa-
ry schools and playgrounds. The other
may need more senior housing and
health services.

For Arizona, the important question
is no longer simply how many people
are moving into the state.

It is who is moving in — and where
are they going?

The answer will help determine
where Arizona needs to build its next
schools, parks and child-care facilities
and where communities will instead
have to prepare for an increasingly
older population.

Arizona is still growing. But the
state’s future may depend just as
much on where its children live as how
many people live here.

Philharmonic
* From page 26

ing is $34.95. Youth tickets are $9.95,
with kids under five free. There are
discounts to Thursday night shows for
students and veterans.

Sunday show prices have gone up
slightly. Youth tickets are now $14.95,
general admission tickets are $24.95
and VIP seating is $44.95.

Part of the reason for the increased
prices is the effort to pay all the mu-
sicians, as well as the fact the sym-
phony’s costs have simply gone up in
this economy, according to Scottsdale
Philharmonic Symphony Marketing Di-
rector Cole Whitener.

“Funding for the arts continues to be
cut, so prices had to increase a little,
but most of our sustainability comes
from private donors and patrons,” he

said. “Ticketing could never support a
full orchestra, by itself.”

Partridge still called the prices
“very reasonable for the level of en-
tertainment.”

“We're not looking at $100 a ticket,
or $85 a ticket,” she said.

If price, or just getting to the con-
certs, is a barrier, the symphony lives-
treams all of its performances on
Youtube for free. It also records them
so online audience members have
access to over 230 past performances
for free.

For more information, visit scotts-
dalephilharmonic.com.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to
azopinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long as
they meet our Civility Guidelines.

KIERLAND

FINE ART & WINE FESTIVAL

NOVEMBER 7-8, 2026

10AM-5PM
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Service Fee

* From page 1

When that tax expired in 2014, coun-
cil considered creating a fire district,
implementing a primary property
tax or establishing a fire service fee.
Council ultimately approved the fee
on Nov. 15, 2012.

DeReche said the Fire Service
Fund began operating at a deficit in
2018, and the fee has not increased
since its creation. The town currently
supplements the fund with general
fund revenue, a subsidy that is pro-
jected to grow annually.

The current cost of fire services is
approximately $4.5 million annually,
according to the presentation, with
about $3 million of that being cov-
ered by general fund subsidies.

Council considered three options:
continuing to subsidize the fund, in-
creasing the fee to cover program
costs or eliminating the fee and
absorbing the full expense into the
general fund.

A fee increase could be imple-
mented all at once or phased in
over several years, potentially with
a requirement residential fees rise
along with Phoenix cost increases,
DeReche said.

Council Member Julie Pace said
she would prefer the town eventual-
ly absorb the entire cost but believes
it should wait until additional rev-
enue becomes available from two
planned resorts, Kimpton Miralina
Resort & Villas and The Ritz-Carlton,
Paradise Valley at The Palmeraie.

Paradise Valley Town Council members at their Sept. 10 meeting, in Paradise Valley.

(Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

“As a town, public safety is what
we pay for. We don't charge for po-
lice on a separate fee,” Pace said.
“This really is a tax. Let’s be real.”

Council Member Karen Liepmann
agreed that fire services should be
covered by the town rather than
charged separately to residents.

She suggested eliminating the fee
could reduce administrative costs
associated with billing, although
DeReche said staff would still be
needed for other billing responsibil-
ities, including sewer services and
alarm monitoring.

Council Member Ellen An-
deen-Keller also reiterated her long-
standing support for eliminating the
fee.

Council Member Anna Thomas-
son opposed moving the full ex-
pense into the general fund at this
time. She said during the meeting if
the fee remains, it should increase
along with costs as do other town
enterprise funds.

Thomasson cautioned against
committing millions of dollars in an-
nual revenue before the planned re-
sorts are operating and generating
revenue for the town.

“If we started paying $3 million
a year that we weren’t paying now
in 10 years, which is not a very long
time, that's $30 million,” Thomasson
said, adding the town could be more
than two years away from receiving
revenue from the developments.

In an email to the independent
on Oct. 28, Thomasson explained
her hesitation to support shifting fire
service costs to the general fund, cit-
ing the lack of resident concerns she
has heard about the fee and the sig-
nificant long-term expense.

“I' will continue to listen to my col-
leagues’ perspectives and resident
wishes and support the majority,”
she wrote.

Council Member Scott Moore
said he would support keeping the
fee at its current rate or eliminating

it, but not increasing it.

He also suggested exploring ad-
ministrative efficiencies and staffing
options that could reduce fire ser-
vice costs.

Town staff expressed uncertainty
about whether such changes could
be incorporated into the Phoenix
agreement.

Vice Mayor Christine Labelle said
she would support either retaining
the fee or eliminating it in favor of
using town funds, emphasizing that
transparency is her priority.

She also expressed concern the
fund’s deficit conflicts with internal
policies and the original intent be-
hind creating the fee.

“Transparency is the name of my
game,” Labelle said.

Mayor Mark Stanton agreed the
town could eliminate the separate
fee and pay for fire services through
the general fund.

“The number one responsibility
of a municipal government is public
safety without a doubt,” he said.

Stanton directed staff to return
to council with information on how
eliminating the fee and transferring
the cost to the general fund could
work. No final decision was made
during the study session.

Allison Kotzbauver can be
reached at akotzbauver@iniusa.
org. Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

Q&A

* From page 1

adolescents in residential treatment
centers, then moving into case man-
agement for the SMI population,
and later transitioning as a victim
advocate for a law enforcement
agency. Here is where | uncovered
my true potential in assisting those

who have been victims of violent
crimes. After several years as a civil-
ian employee in law enforcement, |
was invited to interview for a newly
created Victim Advocate position in
the Town of Paradise Valley. The rest
is history.

How long have you worked as
a victim advocate, and what expe-
riences have shaped the way you
approach your work?

For eight years, | was a victim ad-
vocate for a law enforcement agen-
cy and then moved into the victim
advocate role in the prosecutor’s
office. | have been in the prose-
cutor’s office for almost four years
now. Being present and assisting
people in some of their lives’ most
awful moments teaches you that a
calm, non-judgmental presence and
active listening can help ground

a person in the middle of a crisis
Sometimes active listening and vali
dation is all a person needs.

How would you describe what ¢
victim advocate does and the sup:
port you provide to victims?

A victim advocate guides, sup
ports and empowers individuals
through the aftermath of a crime

* See Q&A Page 32
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PROTECT OUR VIEWS. PROTECT OUR NEIGHBORHOOD. PROTECT PARADISE VALLEY.

MULTIPLE SOLAR CANGPIES UP TO
15 FEET HIGH BLOCKING YOUR VIEWS!

THE FRANCISCAN RENEWAL CENTER IS THREATENING @

TO SUE PARADISE VALLEY IF IT DOESN’T GET ITS WAY
OPPOSE THE FRANCISCAN RENEWAL CENTER PROPOSAL | SUP-26-02

15 FEET

MAXIMUM HEIGHT

12,000+

SQUARE FEET

PROJECTED PROJECT RENDERING PROJECTED PROJECT RENDERING 21 2 FEET
~

THE TOWN COUNCIL WILL DECIDE NOVEMBER 12 e VOTE NO! ® PROTECT OUR VIEWS!

SOME ARRAY LENGTHS

WHAT IS BEING PROPOSED?

The Franciscan Renewal Center seeks a Major Special Use Permit
amendment for multiple elevated solar parking canopies beside residential
neighborhoods, blocking Camelback and Mummy Mountain views.

WHY RESIDENTS ARE CONCERNED

Mountain-view loss, neighborhood character, construction disruption - and
the standard this approval may set for future large-scale projects.

SHOW UP. SPEAK UP. VOTE NO. . s i s v
Brandon McMahon, Planner neighborhood.counsel@gmail.com 6 . 00 R M i | TUW N H AL L

480-348-3531 bmcmahon@paradisevalleyaz.gov

TO LEARN MORE VISIT: PROTECTPARADISEVALLEYVIEWS.COM
PROTECT OUR VIEWS. PROTECT OUR NEIGHBORHOODS. PROTECT PARADISE VALLEY.

Paid for by Concerned Paradise Valley Neighbors

6401 E. Lincoln Drive, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253
SCAN TO LEARN MORE

Dimensions and information: Town of Paradise Valley public hearing materials, SUP-26-02.
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Q&A
* From page 30

or traumatic event ... We inform vic-
tims of their rights, help them assert
those rights, explain how the crim-
inal justice system works, keep vic
tims informed on the status of their
case, accompany them to court or
police interviews, assist them with
victim impact statements and res-
titution requests, help safety plan,
and connect them to community re-
sources.

What are some of the most com-
mon challenges or concerns vic-
tims bring to you?

One of the most challenging
aspects of this work is that victims
may not recognize, acknowledge or
be ready to accept that what they
are experiencing is abuse. When
violence, control or manipulation
become part of their everyday life,
these behaviors gradually become
normalized, making it difficult for vic-

SATURDAY
November 7, 2026 10aM — 3pM

Adopt—A—Thon

tims to see the seriousness of their
circumstances. A victim advocate’s
role is not to judge their decisions
or become frustrated when they are
not ready to make changes, but to
meet them where they are, provide
consistent support and empower
them to recognize their own worth
and options.

Through your work, what have
you learned about domestic vio-
lence that you wish more people
understood?

One of the biggest misconcep-
tions about domestic violence is, “If
it's so bad, why doesn’t the victim
just leave?” The reality is that the
most dangerous time for a victim
is when they leave or attempt to
leave. This is the time when victims
are most likely to be killed.

Leaving an abusive relationship is
incredibly complex and dangerous.
Victims face safety concerns, cus-
tody concerns, financial concerns,
emotional manipulation, fear of re-

Multiple Rescue Organizations and Vendors | Food Truck | Raffles

All Saints Episcopal Church
6300 N Central Ave. ¢« Phoenix, AZ 85012

sponsors

VALLEY
(\sw)] TOYOTA
DEALERS

ALL PETS SPAYED, NEUTERED AND IMMUNIZED

PACCI11 ‘

PHOENIX ANIMAL CARE COALITION

PACC911.0RG

LEARN MORE

taliation, lack of support, cultural/re-
ligious pressure, fear that their part-
ner will be arrested or deported,
etc. It is not as easy as “just leave.”

Is there anything else that you
would want people to know about
domestic violence awareness,
yourself or your role as a victim
advocate?

Domestic violence is rooted in
power and control over another
person, rather than just physical
violence. It frequently includes psy-
chological, emotional, financial and
sexual control that isolates a victim/
survivor. Learning about the cycle
of domestic violence can help us
understand why leaving an abusive
relationship is rarely simple. Equally
important is understanding the by-
stander effect — the tendency for
people to hesitate or assume some-
one else will intervene when they
witness something concerning.

When it comes to domestic vi-
olence, silence or inaction can un-

intentionally reinforce an abuser’s
sense of control and leave a victim
feeling isolated. Many people hesi-
tate because they are unsure what
to say, or uncertain whether it is
their place to get involved. These
feelings are understandable, but
they remind us why education and
awareness are so important.

Allison Kotzbauer can be
reached at akotzbauer@iniusa.org.
Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to
AzOpinions@iniusa.org.

HAVE AN OPINION
ON THIS ISSUE?

Want to contribute to the
conversation? Email us at
azopinions@iniusa.org

7595 E. McDonald Dr. Scottsdale, 85250
480-948-0777 By Appointment
BetteridgeJewelers.com
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The Town Council decides Nov. 12
whether to allow solar canopies up
to 15 feet high beside homes. The
answer could shape every large
project that follows.

Paradise Valley is defined as
much by what it has chosen not
to build as by what it has. Homes
sit low, the sky stays open, and the
mountains remain part of everyday
life. Residents have protected that
character for decades.

On Thursday, Nov. 12, the Town
Council will decide whether to make
an exception.

What is being proposed

The Franciscan Renewal Center
has applied for a Major Special Use
Permit amendment, case SUP-26-
02, to build multiple elevated solar
parking canopies on its property
beside residential neighborhoods.
According to the Town of Paradise
Valley’s public hearing materials, the
canopies would reach a maximum
height of 15 feet, cover more than
12,000 square feet, and include
some arrays approximately 212 feet
long. That is more than two-thirds
the length of a football field, raised
overhead, next to people’s homes.

Solar energy is not the issue. The
issue is height, scale and location.

The views we would lose

The projects own renderings

Sponsored Content

Protect Paradise Valley’s Views: Vote No on SUP-26-02

show long, elevated canopies set
against Paradise Valley’s mountain
backdrop. For neighbors, these
structures would stand directly
in their views of both Camelback
Mountain and Mummy Mountain,
the sightlines they see from their
yards, windows and streets every
day.

This concern was not raised only by
residents. It came from the Council
itself. At the Oct. 22 Town Council
meeting, Council Member Pace
asked the applicant, “Why are we
having it so high to block all the
views for everybody in the area?”

Council Member Pace also addressed
the height directly: “I know you
lowered to 14, but why isn't it 9 feet
like many of them around town?”
Why this project needs to be so
much taller is a question neighbors
are still asking.

The precedent we would set

Land-use decisions build on one
another. When a town approves
large, elevated structures beside
homes, that approval becomes a
reference point. The next applicant,
whether a church, a school, a resort
or a private developer, can point to
it and say, “You already allowed it
there” Each exception makes the
next one easier to justify and harder
to deny.

Paradise Valley’s character was
preserved by councils and residents

who held a consistent line, one
application at a time. Approving
SUP-26-02 as proposed would
move that line. Views that are not
protected now become much harder
to protect later.

Pressure on the Council

The Franciscan Renewal Center is
threatening to sue Paradise Valley if
it doesn’t get its way. At the Oct. 22
meeting, the Center’s representative
told the Council, “So if it gets
declined, then I'm going to have
more involvement ... I'm going to
have more involvement than I have
right now” Council Member Pace
responded, “What you’re saying is
you’re going to sue us.”

Paradise Valley’s land-use decisions
should be made on the merits, not
under pressure.

What a “no” vote means

A no vote is not a vote against the
Franciscan Renewal Center, which
is a valued part of this community.
It is a vote to say that this design, at
this height and scale, beside these
homes, does not fit Paradise Valley.

The Council has the authority to say
no and ask for something better.

Be in the room on Nov. 12

This decision will be shaped by the

people who show up. A full room of
residents sends a message no letter
can match.

Thursday, Nov. 12, 2026, at 6 p.m.
Paradise Valley Town Hall

6401 E. Lincoln Drive, Paradise
Valley

Here is what you can do:

Mark your calendar and plan to
arrive a few minutes early.

Bring a neighbor.

Ask to speak during the public
hearing. You do not need a prepared
speech. Tell the Council where you
live, what you see from your home,
and why Paradise Valley’s views and
standards matter to you.

If you cannot speak, come anyway.
Your presence counts.

For renderings, project details,
hearing information and
a calendar reminder, visit

ProtectParadiseValleyViews.com.

Protect our views. Protect our
neighborhoods. Protect Paradise
Valley.

Show up on Nov. 12. Speak up. Ask
the Council to vote no on SUP-26-
02.

Paid for by Concerned Paradise
Valley Neighbors.
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Roofing
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SAVE 350 TODAY! ® Enjoy more quality time with family and friends. s ..
o Up'to 10-Year Limited Warranty. Y Tor Y ey Call 888-665-3848, Email iniclassads@iniusa.org
or visit iniusa.org/classifieds

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not

stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or

Lo o KI N G falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

Fo R O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we

So M ETH | N G disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts

to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

L0CAL
SERVICES.

lO(AI. Clear it out.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public

(USTOMERS Place your ad. , : le. Pre i
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these
¢ D civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
o 0006 00 courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.
Get noticed EEEREE
in Classifieds B Now that you've read the checklist, take
Browse the the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
623-972-6101 community calendar civility-pledge.

YourValley.net

iniusa.org/classifieds [ iniusa.org/classifieds
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THANKFUL

f@/@ W@ C,C ylt éb{ .

GRATEFUL FOR WHO WE SHARE IT WITH.
WISHING YOU A BEAUTIFUL THANKSGIVING.

A DASS CHRIS KARAS | 602.919.6511 | THEKARASGROUP.COM
GROUP
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