
On November 11 we are proud to honor all who served

VETERANS DAYThank 
 you

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

While Friends of the Surprise Li-
braries make a diff erence in the 
community one book at a time, char-
itable eff orts have reached over $1 
million for the nonprofi t that gives 
back to the city instead of taking 
funds.

The charitable group has sur-
passed the $1 million mark as of 
Nov. 1. The Friends have made 
more than $1 million since 2003 and 
donated funds to the community. 

The group continues raising funds 
and giving back to the community.

“We’re the only nonprofi t who do-
nates to the city instead of taking,” 
said Friends of the Surprise Librar-
ies President Aly Cline, adding how 
she did not think they would achieve 
that much this year. “We put $1 mil-
lion in the community helping teach-
ers, helping students and helping 
the community.” 

She gave an update on the 
charitable contributions from the 
compact library found inside the 

Surprise Regional Library, 16089 N. 
Bullard Ave. Her husband, Gary, a 
U.S. Navy veteran, is the treasurer. 
He and her assistant provided an 
itemized breakdown of where many 
of the funds from book sales went 
from helping local schools to fulfi ll-
ing teachers’ wishes. 

The Friends of the Surprise Librar-
ies helped get the metal drop boxes 
for book returns at the Asante, Holly-
hock and Regional libraries among 
the many things the group did to 
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Friends of the Libraries volunteer Coleen Holman shelves books. (Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford)

Friends of Surprise Libraries 
donates over $1M to community

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
Pursuing eff orts to become in-

corporated, a group of Wittmann 
residents now seek Surprise an-
nexation as part of the process, 
despite maintaining resistance of 
the notion in the past.

During the Nov. 2 City Council 
work session, Mayor Kevin Sartor 
and council members questioned 
the fi scal ramifi cations of absorb-
ing the rural community after all 
in its desire to become incorpo-
rated. As previously reported by 
the Independent, many residents 
of the community have been ada-
mant about not being annexed by 
Surprise, so the request came as 
a surprise to the council.

Wanting to know if anyone on 
the council or staff  asked to annex 
Wittmann, Council Member Chris 
Judd said his family and friends 
who live there constantly tell him 
“don’t you dare annex Wittmann,” 
adding they do not want to be 
part of a city or town and wish to 
remain rural.

Judd said the council shares 

Surprise 
council talks 

Wittmann 
incorporation 
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S P I N A L  S T E N O S I S
S C I A T I C A

N E U R O P A T H Y
S H O U L D E R  P A I N

F I B R O M Y A L G I A
K N E E  P A I N

H I P  P A I N$75 1st TREATMENT
Came in for back pain. It helped  tremendously 
and the sessions are  quick. Highly recommended!   

Valerie Dee

LightRenew® is helping patients feel better, faster with the help of cutting-edge class 
IV deep tissue laser therapy, which reduces inflammation, boosts blood flow, and helps 
patients heal – whether they’re suffering from chronic pain, recovering from surgery, 
or dealing with a recent injury. To do this, LightRenew® owner Dr. Caldwell uses 
LightForce® Therapy Lasers, which unlike widely available red light devices or cold 
lasers that only reach the surface of the skin, penetrate deep into muscle and bone 
tissue at 980 nanometers or higher, triggering a process known as photobiomodulation. 
“Every professional sports team and Division I program in North America uses this 
laser for good reason,” he said. “It delivers 40 watts of energy per second to the area 
of concern, which allows the body to create new blood vessels - that’s the magic 
ingredient. Blood is the catalyst that brings all the nutrients your body needs to heal.”

While traditional healing protocols can require months of commitment, LightRenew’s 
treatments are affordable and fast – with a typical treatment lasting just 10 minutes 
and often requiring only five to ten visits. For children, who are prone to fast healing, 
recovery can happen with a single treatment. For the best outcome, each patient 
receives a customized treatment plan from Dr. Caldwell during their consultation.

LightRenew has a location at 6025 E. McKellips Rd. Suite 101, Mesa, AZ 85215 as well as 
several other locations across the Valley. To learn more, visit www.LightRenew.com. To 
schedule a consultation, call Dr. Caldwell directly at (480) 370-0527.

480-370-0527 | www.LightRenew.com
NEUROPATHY, STENOSIS, & SPORT INJURIES

IGHT ENEW ASERL R L®IGHT

LASER VIDEO
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Tread designs may vary on all tires shown. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.

SUPER SAVER
OIL CHANGE

FULL SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Up To 5 Quarts Semi-Synthetic Oil Up To 5 Quarts Full Synthetic Oil

$2495 $5995

LUBE CHASSIS* • REPLACE FILTER • 22 POINT INSPECTION

OR

SURPRISE • 14023 W. GRAND AVE • 623-537-7911

SURPRISE • 16880 W. WADDELL RD • 623-975-4200

TOTAL AUTO CARE

WE SELL 
AND INSTALL 
GOLF TIRES

Engine & Electrical Diagnostic

(Eng Light On ) 

Brakes • Alignments 

Suspension & Steering

Batteries • Faulty Windows

All Routine Maintenance

LOCAL SHUTTLE SERVICE TO AND FROM HOME

  Supply chain disruptions may affect availability and price points of some oil products specifically 0w20; Excludes diesels and Euro oil weights additional
Valid at participating locations • Extra charge for trucks & larger SUV’s • Most cars and light trucks • Shop supplies additional

Plus up to $6 disposal fee • Excludes Diesels • *Lube chassis where applicable • Not valid with other offers • No cash value 
See store for details • Charge for additional service/parts, if needed • Expires 12-15-26 • SUR-1126

BRAKE CHECK
ALIGNMENT CHECK

AND A/C CHECK 

Inspection only • Refrigerant at additional cost, if needed • Valid on R134a 
systems, R1234yf systems are additional • Shop supplies additional

Most vehicles • Not valid with other offers • No cash value • With coupon 
At participating stores • Charge for additional parts/service if needed

See store for complete details • Expires 12-15-26 • SUR-1126

PLUS 10% OFF SERVICE REPAIR 
IF NEEDED. UP TO $50 SAVINGS!

FREE

ON 4 SELECT, IN-STOCK BIG O® BRANDED TIRES 

WITH INSTALLATION PURCHASE. 

VALID 11/9/2026 – 12/6/2026

On in-stock sets of four Big O® branded tires. Installation charges extra; required on all four tires. Disposal fees and shop fees extra where permitted. See store for pricing. 
Eligibility may vary. Not valid with other offers. At participating locations. No cash value. Valid 11/9/2026 – 12/6/2026.

BUY 3 
GET 1 FREE 

PLUS GET OUR FREE 

PRO-TEC+ WARRANTY!

Your Big O branded tires are 
backed by industry-leading 
protection. Ask for details.

bigo Surprise 2026-Nov4.indd   1

Navigating Senior Care 
with Heart and Purpose

Find the right independent or assisted living with personal 
guidance. We help families plan, choose, and transition 
smoothly—saving time, easing stress, and bringing peace 
of mind along the way at no cost.

Golden Compass 
Senior Solutions

(623)521-0035
gcseniorsolutions.com 

Email Shane@gcseniorsolutions.com 

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service!

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED • LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro Jetting • Roto Rooter
Camera Inspections • Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

$$37 DRAIN  37 DRAIN UNCLOG UNCLOGSPECIAL!SPECIAL!

37
2ND OPINION/ESTIMATE*

FREE
WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$ 15 SENIOR &
MILITARY

DISCOUNT*
%

UP TO
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This newspaper is recyclable, 
biodegradable and contains recycled 
materials.

Copyright 2026. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication can be printed or reproduced 
without the publication’s permission. 
Independent Newsmedia Inc., USA, assumes 
no responsibility for unsolicited material.

Get In Touch by phone or email

 

 888-665-3848

Advertising
azads@iniusa.org

Press Releases 
aznews@iniusa.org

Opinions with Civility 
azopinions@iniusa.org

Delarita Ford, Richard Smith, 
Jennifer Jimenez

Jeremy Carr

Patrick O’Grady

Frank Dias, Greg Garcia, 
Ann Kampmeyer, Debbie Kelly, 
Lisa Norman, Makenna Sinatra

Erik Maurer, Mona Lisa Navarrette, 
Erica Odello, Chris Pitts, 
Chris Williams

Kathleen Kotzbauer

Terri Rodgers

Charlene Bisson

    

yourvalley

SurpriseIndependent

Take the Civility Pledge

THIS WEEK 
IN HISTORY
November 2010: By 

unanimous vote, the Surprise 
City Council approved an 
agreement with the Western 
Maricopa Educational Center 
creating Arizona’s fi rst 
fabrication lab at the Surprise 
Civic Complex. 

NEWS IN BRIEF MORE ONLINE
See more news at yourvalley.net

Center closes for Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving

The Surprise Community and 
Resource Center will be closed 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, in observance 
of Veterans Day and Thursday, Nov. 
26-Sunday, Nov. 29, in observance 
of Thanksgiving. Regular hours will 
resume Monday, Nov. 30.

Surprise partners 
with CAMP program

The City of Surprise has partnered 
with CAMP, a program of Desert 
Farms2Tables, to host the Pre-Pack 
2 Go service on the third Saturday 
of each month. 

Order reserved prepackaged 
produce boxes with a $16 donation 
($15 per produce box and $1 trans-
action fee). Then pick up the pro-
duce 12:45-1:45 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
21 at the Surprise Community and 
Resource Center, 12641 W. Santa Fe 
Drive. 

Produce boxes for purchase at 
the event are also available on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.

Visit campaz4u.org or call 480-
269-2084. 

City off ers free block 
party trailer rentals

The City of Surprise encourages 
community engagement and off ers 
free rentals of a block party trailer 
that comes with tables, chairs, mu-
sic, games and more. 

City staff  will deliver the trailer 
and stay throughout the event to 
help things run smoothly. In addition, 
applicants may receive up to $150 
reimbursement to help cover food or 
party amenities and entertainment. 
Approved applicants will receive a 
block party kit, which includes fl yers 

to help spread the word about your 
party.

Reservations are required at 
least two weeks in advance and are 
granted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis. Learn more and apply at sur-
priseaz.gov/BlockParty.

Program provides 
supportive services

In partnership with Maricopa 
County, the Surprise Community Ac-
tion Program provides supportive 
services that foster self-suffi  ciency 
and stability during unexpected fi -
nancial crises. 

These services provide limited 
temporary assistance with utility and 
eviction prevention for qualifying 
residents of Surprise, El Mirage, Sun 
City, Sun City West, Waddell and 

Wittmann. Funding is limited and 
is not guaranteed. Applicants must 
meet eligibility requirements.

Residents may begin the 
pre-screening process by visiting 
the Maricopa County portal at hsd-
clientportal.maricopa.gov. 

Call 623-222-1600 to schedule an 
appointment.

SURPRISE GOES THE EXTRA MILE
Surprise Mayor Kevin Sartor proclaimed Nov. 1 as Extra Mile Day to recognize individ-
uals and organizations who committed to “going the extra mile” in volunteerism and 
service. Extra Mile Day celebrates the capacity  to create positive change in families, or-
ganizations, communities and more to “go the extra mile“ for helping to make the world 
better. Sartor joined a countrywide eff ort in recognizing the people whose volunteer 
service, generosity, and everyday eff orts improve lives and strengthen the community, 
from supporting schools and community programs to caring for seniors, helping animals 
in need and showing up for a neighbor. Visit ExtraMileAmerica.org. Mayor Kevin Sartor 
at City Hall. (Independent Newsmedia/File photo)
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 

�

                   
40%

 
O

Plus
Free Installation
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PLUS TAKE 
AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 11/30/26.
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By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Through four years and four head 
coaches, Haley Cashatt has been 
the constant for Shadow Ridge vol-
leyball and a key to the program’s 
improvement.

The 5-9 outside hitter who at-
tacks in the land of the giants put 
away her 1,000th career kill Oct. 20 
in a home game against Youngker.

She started playing volleyball 
around age 9, and is used to out-
jumping taller foes and hitting be-
fore they can get a block up.

“Honestly, it was more of a men-
tal think for me. I had the athlet-
icism and the vertical. It doesn’t 
matter the height,” Cashatt said.

As things currently stand, her 
competitive volleyball career is 
nearing its end. Cashatt said she 
plans to attend nursing school in 
college.

She wants to start that degree 
path at one of the in-state commu-
nity colleges.

That made the 1,000 kills an ex-
clamation point on her career.

“That was one of my big goals 
that I wanted to hit in my senior 
season,” Cashatt said.

Each successive year has been 
easier than 2023, which was a tu-
multuous year for the Stallions and 
their new freshman attacker. Coach 
Joe Volkman left the program at 
midseason and Sean Carleton fi n-
ished the year as head coach.

Troy Sherman arrived to coach 
Shadow Ridge in 2024.

“Honestly it wasn’t too hard the 
past couple of years,” Cashatt said. 
“Freshman year was hard, but as 
the years went on, I got used to it.”

Mackenzie Cumbie had just fi n-
ished her college volleyball career 
at the University of Saint Katherine 
in San Marcos, Calif., and joined 
Sherman’s staff .

The sophomore leading the 
team in kills immediately stood out.

“Her athleticism comes easy to 
her. She is a natural leader without 

trying,” Cumbie said. “If you watch 
her the past couple of years, she’s 
kind of a laid back leader. She 
doesn’t say or demand much. She 
plays with a performance level that 
makes you want to be better.”

In 2025 the Stallions elevated to 
a 24-10 record and won the West 
Valley Region.

They hosted a play-in game, but 
lost to Mesa Red Mountain. Sher-
man left as coach.

But Cumbie was ready to move 
up.

“This year I knew I wanted to 
come in and kind of continue uplift-
ing the girls,” Cumbie said. “I can 
speak from experience. It’s very 
diff erent when a man is coaching 
instead of a woman.”

Shadow Ridge is younger and 
not quite as successful at 17-12.

But it has been an enjoyable 
season.

“She’s more in touch with us, age 
wise and especially having a wom-
an coach,” Cashatt said.

A second region title is nice for 
the program.

Cashatt said it has been fun to 
help the Stallions roster that in-
cludes six juniors, two sophomores 
and two freshmen.

“Knowing how I felt my fi rst year 
and then meeting someone to look 
up to and lead in the sense of be-
ing on the court,” Cashatt said. 

“I tried helping the younger girls 
as well as previous players I’ve 
played with.”

Now she and her coach are look-
ing forward to tougher competition, 
starting with a Nov. 3 playoff  game.

They want to extend the careers 
of seven seniors into the 6A play-
off s.

“There is a reason I came back 
and it was these girls. It’s how 
hard they fought, how hard they’ve 
worked. They’ve just changed the 
overall perspective for coaching 
for me at least,” Cumbie said. “I 
love this group of girls and I’ve had 
some of them for three years.”

Shadow Ridge senior outside hitter Haley Cashatt celebrates her 1,000th kill after an 
Oct. 20 win against Youngker. She is fl anked by her mother, Kallie, and her father Kevin, 
right. (Submitted photo/Shadow Ridge Volleyball Booster Club)

Cashatt stabilizes Stallions volleyball
MORE ONLINE
Find high school sports news at YourValley.net.WEST VALLEY PREPS
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Mon-Fri 7:00-5:30 • We Honor Most Extended Warranties
Call For An Appointment: 623-975-1737

$2499
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 11/30/26

LUBE, OIL, FILTER ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Does not include Shop Supplies. Plus sales tax. Most vehicles. Vans, trucks, Parts  and rear shims extra, if needed. 
Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Cannot be combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks.

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 11/30/26

$8999
4-Wheel

2022 & 2024 AAA MOUNTAIN WEST TOP SHOP FINALIST!

• Engine Light Scan

• Fluids & 

Most Vehicles. Transmission Filter is Additional cost. Does not include Shop Supplies. No cash value, must present coupon at service. Cannot be 
combined with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 11/30/26

COMPLETE FLUID 
EXCHANGE PACKAGE

$27499

13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 13701 W. Camino del Sol • Sun City West 
www.yourvalley.net

SUN CITIES TIRE & AUTOSUN CITIES TIRE & AUTO
Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999Same Family Owned & Operated Repair Facility Since 1999

AAA MEMBERS
GET 15% OFF LABOR

UP TO $150.00

TOP SHOP WINNER FOR 15 YEARS! CELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

15% OFF LABOR FOR MILITARY AND 1ST RESPONDERS
** Up to $150.00

$4999
Frequent, vital engine maintenance 

FULL SYNTHETIC
LUBE, OIL, FILTER

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

BEAT 
THE 

HEAT!
S U M M E R  S P E C I A L

Plus sales tax. Up top 16OZ freon. YF Freon may be additionbal. One coupon per customer. Most vehicles. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Expires 11/30/26

Complete Digital & Saftey 
Inspection

Complete vehicle health check

A/C System Tune-Up
Restore cold, efficient cooling

Cabin Air Filter/HVAC
Cleaner air, better airflow

Battery Test & Inspection
Check battery health & charging 

Full Coolant Exchange
Protect engine from overheating 

Valid with any paid service. Schedule today to experience a new way of car care. Price does not include oil disposal fee of $2.50. Present offer at time of service. Cannot be combined 
with any other coupon. Most Cars & Like Trucks. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF SERVICE. Offer expires 11/30/26

LUBE OIL FILTER, 
TIRE ROTATION, WIPER BLADES, 

AIR & CABIN FILTER
Semi Synthetic oil $129.99 
or FULL Synthetic $149.99

Frequent, vital engine maintenance includes refill up to 5 qts. 
of semi synthetic or full synthetic oil.

SPECIAL &/OR CARTRIDGES, OIL FILTERS MAY BE ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

$39999
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Excited to serve Dysart 
students, community

I want to take a moment to ex-
press my heartfelt gratitude to every-
one who supported me throughout 
my campaign for the Dysart Unifi ed 
School District Governing Board.

To those who voted for me, en-
couraged your friends and neigh-
bors to vote, displayed signs, 
shared my message, prayed for me 
or generously donated to my cam-
paign, thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Your kindness, encourage-
ment and belief in me mean more 
than words can express.

I am truly honored to have earned 
the trust of our community and the 
opportunity to serve on the Dysart 
Governing Board. This is a responsi-
bility I do not take lightly.

Throughout my campaign, I 
spoke about putting students fi rst, 
encouraging parental involvement, 
supporting our teachers and get-
ting back to the basics of educa-
tion. Those commitments have not 
changed.

I believe strong schools are the 
foundation of strong communities. 
Our students deserve an excellent 
education, our parents deserve to 
be heard and our teachers deserve 
the tools and support they need to 
succeed. I also believe we have a 
responsibility to taxpayers to be 
thoughtful stewards of public dol-
lars.

As I begin this new chapter, I look 
forward to listening, learning, ask-
ing questions and working collabo-
ratively with my fellow board mem-
bers, district leadership, teachers, 
parents and our community.

Whether you voted for me or not, 
I want you to know that I am commit-
ted to representing all Dysart fami-
lies and doing what is best for our 
students.

Thank you again for your trust, 
your prayers and your support. I 
am excited about the opportunity to 
serve this wonderful community.

Our students deserve nothing less 
than our very best.

Lisa Everett
SURPRISE

West Valley Symphony 
board thanks supporters

The West Valley Symphony would 
like to thank residents for their con-
tinued support, for attending our 
concerts and for their commitment 
to live orchestral music, which helps 
sustain an important part of our 
community’s cultural life.

The Phoenix Symphony’s season 
has been suspended. This is a pro-
found cultural loss for the Valley. Our 
hearts go out to its musicians, staff  
and audiences, and to everyone af-
fected by the absence of these per-
formances. We hope its music will 
soon return to the stage.

We also recognize that this news 
may raise questions about the 
health of other arts organizations. 
We want to reassure everyone that 
the West Valley Symphony is fi nan-
cially sound.

We have no debt, and we main-
tain adequate cash reserves and 
investments to support our fi nancial 
health for the foreseeable future. 
Careful stewardship and responsi-
ble planning remain central to our 
work.

 Continued community support 
by ticket holders, donors and advo-
cates helps make that stability pos-
sible. 

It allows us to bring exceptional 
musicians and inspiring performanc-
es to the West Valley while planning 
confi dently for the years ahead.

We thank everyone for the trust 
they place in us and for making live 
symphonic music part of their lives. 

We look forward to welcoming 
patrons to our next concert and to 
sharing the joy of music together.

Kevin Perry
SURPRISE

The author is president of
the West Valley Symphony. 
He wrote this on behalf of 

its Board of Trustees.

Honor Arizona heroes 
along Interstate 17

Arizona has a long and proud his-
tory of answering the nation’s call, 
and few stories embody that sacri-
fi ce more than those of Kayla Jean 
Mueller and Navy SEAL Charles H. 
Keating IV.

Recently, Congressman Abe Ha-
madeh introduced HR 10091, the 
Mueller-Keating Memorial Highway 
Act, to designate a 26-mile stretch of 
Interstate 17 between Phoenix and 
Prescott in their honor.  

This recognition — which includes 
memorialization of the Sunset Point 
Rest Area, a great place to stop on a 
scenic drive — is a fi tting and deeply 
deserving tribute to two remarkable 
Arizonans who gave everything in 
defense of freedom and humanity.

Mueller, a Prescott native, devot-
ed her life to humanitarian aid be-
fore being taken hostage and killed 
by ISIS in Syria in 2015. Keating IV, 

OPINIONS WITH CIVILITY
TAKE THE PLEDGE

Yes, I will do my part to help 
my community become a safe 
place for people to engage 
in civil discourse about public 
issues. Visit iniusa.org/civility-
pledge/ to take the pledge.

YOUR OPINION
We hope to stimulate debate, 

not control it on our opinions 
pages. We reserve the right to edit 
submitted opinions. We insist on 
civility. Please include your name, 
physical address and phone 
number, so we can contact you for 
clarifi cation or confi rmation. We 
welcome your photo. All opinions 
must be no more than 300 words. 

Letters judged as personal 
attacks or complaints about 
neighbors, businesses or other 
opinion writers will not be 
considered. No person may 
submit more than two opinions 
for publication during a calendar 
month. Two submissions in the 
same issue will not be published. 
Letter content is the responsibility 
of the person who submitted it.

 SPEAK UP
We support the use of pen 

names. Too many people do 
not speak up because they fear 
intimidation or even danger to 
their families and/or careers. Pen 
names are an important part of 
our nation’s history.

CORRECTIONS
We promptly correct factual 

errors. We off er a “right of reply” 
to the people we cover. Readers 
who disagree with a news story 
may respond with a letter.

ATTENTION  PLEASE
We are committed to publishing 

a variety of reader opinions, as 
long as they meet our Civility 
Guidelines

Please send comments to 
azopinions@iniusa.org. More 
letters are on yourvalley.net.

• See Opinions Page 9



 Take the high road.  Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain 
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree 
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

 Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling, 
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s 
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. — have no place in civil discussions. 
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s 
character or motives.

 Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty. 
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid 
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of 
information that others may question. 

 Don’t misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not 
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or 
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words 
of others, identify and credit the source.

 Listen & learn. It’s both polite and respectful to listen to those we 
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts 
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully 
seeking out views that don’t agree with your own.

 Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for 
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working 
together for the greater good.

 Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves 
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing 
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially 
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

 Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public 
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these 
civil behaviors. And it’s OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be 
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you’ve read the checklist, take 
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.

Civility Checklist
How to engage in respectful, honest 
& civil dialogue about public issues

Be a Civility Advocate!OPINIONS WITH CIVILITY
• From page 8

a Phoenix native, laid down his life 
in 2016 during intense combat with 
ISIS in Iraq while attempting to res-
cue fellow servicemen.

Naming this portion of I-17 af-
ter Kayla and Charles ensures that 
millions of drivers traveling from 
Phoenix to Northern Arizona will be 
reminded daily of their bravery, self-
lessness and sacrifi ce. 

Congressman Hamadeh de-

serves credit for championing this 
legislation and bringing our com-
munity together behind a common 
purpose.

I urge our congressional delega-
tion and local leadership to give HR 
10091 their full support and help 
immortalize the legacy of these two 
Arizona heroes.

Jason Begalke
PHOENIX
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their sentiments. Stressing later in 
the meeting how “nobody up here 
wants to annex you,” he mentioned 
the misconceptions about the city 
annexing Wittmann as rumors 
sparked online and elsewhere fol-
lowing the city’s General Plan 2040 
community meeting when details 
were shared at a community work-
shop in 2023.

“I think we all are in agreement 
up here. We want Wittmann to stay 
rural,” said Judd, noting the area’s 
beauty and “great people.”

Repeating rhetoric about “Sur-
prise is coming for us,” “Surprise is 
going to annex us,” Judd stated he 
doesn’t know anyone who wants to 
annex in to Surprise, but supports 
the idea if the Wittmann residents 
fi nally want to go through the pro-
cess. “I think if Wittmann becoming 
a city of any kind is the quickest way 
to kill the rural lifestyle out there,” 
said Judd, noting how Surprise, 
which was once rural with rodeos, 
became “incorporated for the exact 

same reason,” to protect a rural life-
style.

“Have you guys been to the rodeo 
grounds out here? They’re gone. It 
didn’t work. They made things not 
rural by doing that.”

Lloyd Abrams, the assistant city 
manager for Surprise, explained to 
council members why they were en-
tertaining Wittmann’s incorporation 
and annexation request by Jeff rey 
August, of Keep Us Ru-
ral LLC, who submitted 
a formal letter to the city 
on Sept. 30, outlining a 
“proposed incorporation 
of the Town of Wittmann” 
as follows:

“On behalf of resi-
dents, qualifi ed electors, property 
owners and supporters of the unin-
corporated community of Wittmann, 
Arizona, we hereby submit this 
Formal Filing Package concerning 
the proposed incorporation of the 
Town of Wittmann, Arizona. This fi l-
ing requests that the city of Surprise 
formally receive and act upon the 
accompanying request concerning 
annexation of the territory proposed 

for incorporation,” stated the corre-
spondence.

Abrams’ presentation detailed 
annexation and how it works under 
state law and city policy, plus the 
city’s position on not “proactively 
pursuing annexation.” Annexations 
begin with requests from property 
owners or developers as demon-
strated by the letter sent by August 
for Keep Us Rural. 

Abrams presented 
the following details for 
the council to consider 
in their process to de-
cide in the future if they 
wished to pursue and 
honor the Wittmann ac-
tivists’ request:

• Wittmann is within Surprise’s 
urbanized area, so under A.R.S. §9-
101.01 it cannot incorporate unless 
the city approves by resolution, or 
an annexation petition goes 120 
days without an approved annex-
ation ordinance

• The fi ling asks the city to con-
sider annexing the proposed incor-
poration area and take formal ac-
tion

• If no annexation ordinance is 
adopted within 120 days, the pe-
titioners intend to fi le an affi  davit 
with the Board of Supervisors and 
proceed with incorporation

Sartor asked Abrams what was 
the last city to become incorporated 
in the state, to which he replied San-
tan. While Judd also noted some 
benefi ts of the city embracing Wit-
tmann’s endeavor, he and Council 
Member Jack Hastings pointed out 
the fi nancial implications it could 
have on Surprise. City Manager An-
drea Davis, agreed.

Hastings said he is interested in 
doing what is best for Surprise resi-
dents fi rst. 

Abrams and Davis stated how 
the Keep Us Rural group would 
need consent from other entities 
such as Buckeye, Peoria and BNSF 
in the incorporation and annexation 
process, too.

Library
• From page 1

“I love books so I’ve 
always volunteered 

at libraries. It 
makes me happy.”
Colleen Holman

assist where there was a need. A 
substantial amount of contributions 
went toward Dysart Unifi ed School 
District to benefi t various staff  and 
students’ interests. 

Community contributions since 
January 2003:

• Total gifts to city of Surprise/
Libraries - $287,383.93

• Total grants to local Schools - 
$514,040.56

• ALTRUSA of the West Valley 
HSE and STEM Grants - $27,200

• Friends Scholarships - $64,500
• Bookmark Contest - $29,912.81
• Other gifts - $94,813.82
• Total contributions to the com-

munity - $1,017,856.12

The book site has gently used 
hardback and paperback books, 
starting at $1. Magazines, puzzles, 
cookbooks, health and wellness, 
religious, biographies, 
science fi ction, fi ction, 
non-fi ction and more are 
among catalogs. The 
group is preparing for the 
annual book sale that oc-
curs around Thanksgiving.

A lot of time is devoted 
in the endeavor to give back to the 
community and donate to the caus-
es, noted Cline. She said over 100 
“multi-generational” volunteers help 
make the Friends of the Library en-
deavors a success as well. 

Likewise, Colleen Holman stat-
ed how volunteering at the library 
makes her happy.

“It’s fun. It’s a nice place to vol-
unteer because I get to know the 
authors better. I love books so I’ve 
always volunteered at libraries. It 

makes me happy,” said 
Holman as she put books 
on the shelves.

In 2021, what was 
called the Friends Book 
Store moved from the the 
Surprise Library lobby to 
an adjacent space, on 

the side of the lobby by the south 
entrance. Money from book sales 
supports local schools through its 
grant program supporting reading 
and literacy programs for teachers, 
reading specialists, special educa-
tion and STEM. Grants to support 
learning through Literacy in Surprise 
area schools has been a mission of 

the organization since 2012.
The Friends of the Libraries has 

an older inventory with more clas-
sic books than the Regional library 
off ers, which tends to be more mod-
ern and most popular books. The 
Friends Library features a “classics” 
section that is a huge draw for many 
readers seeking nostalgia.

Although most cities have a ver-
sion of a “friends” group to support 
local libraries, the Surprise Friends 
group has a niche of helping teach-
ers and community organizations as 
its primary focus. Since the Friends 
group is a charity, it often receives 
discounts from manufacturers to se-
cure books and materials that may 
otherwise be costly to buy.

Go to friendsofthesurpriselibrar-
ies.org.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Share your thoughts with us. 

Email azopinions@iniusa.org.

“I think we all are in 
agreement up here. We 
want Wittmann to stay 

rural.”
Chris Judd

City Council Member

Wittmann
• From page 1
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Clinics located in Florida & Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on

Voted #1 Hearing Aid 
Center in Arizona

3 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Surprise

15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106
In Bashas’ Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry

(623) 269-8067
Sun City West

14300 W Granite Valley Dr, Ste B-6
Across from Hospital, next to Webb Medical Plaza

(623) 320-1799
Goodyear

15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105
In Parkway Village Plaza - In between Pizza Hut

and Motor Vehicle Services

(623) 253-0369

TRY PHONAK & INTELLIFIT ABSOLUTELY FREE FOR 45 DAYS–

NO COST, NO OBLIGATION!

SMALL SIZE,SMALL SIZE,
BIG DEALBIG DEAL

Better hearing should only be obvious because you’re hearing better! INTRODUCING THE

Virto Infinio
INVISIBLE   •   RECHARGEABLE   •   AI-POWERED

CALL IMMEDIATELY DUE TO LIMITED AVAILABILITY.

The smallest, most 
advanced hearing aid 

ever released. Experience 
hearing powered by 

artificial intelligence all in 
the size of a device smaller 

than a dime.
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By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In addition to the annual city of 
Surprise Veterans Day Parade, there 
are lots of activities and events 
scheduled throughout the Valley 
and nearby to honor service men 
and women, from local ceremonies 
to free entry to National Parks all 
day for visitors on Nov. 11.

Celebrate the 251st Marine 
Corps Birthday with a reading of the 
Commandants birthday message, a 
ceremonial cake cutting with some 
of the oldest and youngest Marines 
while sharing memories 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 10, at Tempo Urban Bistro, 
21067 W. Main Street, Buckeye. 

A Veterans Day ceremony at The 
Grand starts 11 a.m. in the Village 
Center off  of Remington Drive in 
Surprise. A local student, who won 
Grand’s Armed Forces Support 

Group “What a veteran means to 
me” essay contest, is among fea-
tured speakers for the program. The 
S’Miles band will play patriotic mu-
sic. Veterans residing at The Grand 
will be treated to a Mission BBQ 
lunch after the ceremony. 

The Northwest Valley Veterans 
Association invites the public to the 
Veterans Day Remembrance Cere-
mony 9 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, 
at Sunland Memorial Park, Mortuary 
& Cremation Center, 15826 N. Del 
Webb Blvd. The pre-ceremony mu-
sic provided by Robert Prado starts 
8:30 a.m., followed by an approxi-
mately 90-minute program to recog-
nize the sacrifi ces and contributions 
by those who served. 

The ceremony features guest 
speaker Winnie Fritz, U.S. Army 
nurse and Vietnam veteran, a mil-
itary fl yover, and the presentation 
of colors by the Peoria High School 

Air Force Junior ROTC Color Guard. 
Members of Mary Ellen Piotrowski 
American Legion Post 94 Sun City 
West, will provide the tradition-
al three-round rifl e salute and the 
sounding of Taps.

Following the ceremony, Digni-
ty Memorial will provide a compli-
mentary lunch for attendees. 

NWVVA unites veterans organiza-
tions and those supporting veterans 
throughout the Northwest Valley to 
promote patriotic observances, hon-
or veterans and serve the communi-
ty. Call Phil Easley 602-561-0353 or 
email p_easley@msn.com.

Glendale has its annual Veterans 
Day ceremony, beginning 9 a.m. 
Nov. 11 at Glendale Main Library, 
5959 W, Brown Street outside at 

Veterans Memorial. The public can 
drop off  fl ags to be retired. The 
event is hosted by Glendale Mayor 
Jerry P. Weiers and the Mayor’s Mil-
itary Mission (Triple M). 

City of Peoria’s 2026 Veterans 
Day Ceremony begins 8:30 a.m. 
Nov. 11 at Rio Vista Community Park 
Veterans Memorial, 8866 W. Thun-
derbird Road, Peoria. Ceremony 
highlights include recognizing new 
names added to the Veterans Hon-
or Wall, which is a permanent trib-
ute honoring local service members 
from every branch of the U.S. Armed 
Forces. The ceremony has patriotic 
performances, remarks from com-
munity leaders and veterans and 
a moment of silence for those who 
have served and those who died.

Veterans Day activities, events to check out

MORE ONLINE
See more Veterans Day happenings at yourvalley.net
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Schedule a FREE trial class today!

Ad Sponsored by:EAT WELL. MOVE WELL.

This Diabetes Awareness Month take
charge of your health with exercise
and good nutrition.

NUTRITION
Fuel your body, support your
goals, feel your best

EXERCISE
Improve strength, control blood
sugar, increase energy

Start your health journey today.

16752 N Greasewood St, Surprise, AZ 85378 BenefitnessGym.org

EAT WELL. MOVE WELL.

This Diabetes Awareness Mont
charge of your health with exerc
and good nutrition.

NUTRITION
Fuel your body,yy support your
goals, feel your best

EXERCISE
Improve strength, control blood
sugar,r increase energy

Start your health journey todayy

SSSccchhheeeddduuullleee aaa FFFRRREEEEEE tttrrriiiaaalll ccclllaaassssss tttooodddaaayyy!!!

Must mention this offer at time of signing.

Call Today 623-977-4458

$500 OFF ANY
 PROJECT $5000 OR MORE

ROC 269037  |  Licensed  |  Bonded  |  Insured

www.PalmersandBeyond.com

623-977-4458
— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

SERVING 
THE VALLEY 

SINCE 
1974!

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE 
FOR HOME UPDATES 
INCLUDING: 

•Kitchens•Counter Tops 
•Bathrooms•Flooring
•Walk-in Showers •Painting
•Walk-in Tubs •Outdoor Living

“Advocates for YOUR  Home Improvement”

Of Honest, Dependable 
Service. 

We stand behind our work.

WEED CONTROL

623.977.2100
12040 N. 111th Avenue • Youngtown, AZ |WWW.GENERALX.COM

Pre-emergent ApplicationPre-emergent Application
Covers up to 8000 sq. ft. (over 8000 sq. ft. slightly higher)

Expires 12-30-26
$145

PEST • TERMITE • WEEDS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATEVISIT OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTED RATE

57 Years
SERVICE IS OUR SALESMANSERVICE IS OUR SALESMAN

Showcasing “Faith the Ugly Dog,” 
author Kelly Davis Beckley, of Sur-
prise, attended the Phoenix Public 
Library’s Local Author Fair Nov. 7, at 
the Burton Barr Central Library, 1221 
N. Central Ave., Phoenix.

The author and publisher shared 
“Faith the Ugly Dog (The Adventures 
of Buzzardillopossum)”, an indepen-
dent children’s book. She focuses on 
uplifting stories for young children 
that emphasize community, compas-
sion and kindness.

Beckley joined over 100 Arizona 
writers when she debuted her chil-
dren’s book, which is for ages 3-8. 
The personal story is inspired by 
a real-life rescue dog named Faith 
who Beckley saved.

The dog became a source of 
comfort and strength, helping the 

author navigate through her jour-
ney with breast cancer, and how 
the bond with Faith showed how “a 
single, random act of kindness can 
completely change a life,” a media 
release stated.

Visit faiththeuglydog.com.

Surprise author Kelly Beckley. (Submitted 
photo/Kelly Beckley)

Surprise author 
appears at fair
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$699
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
623-229-6576

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown, your insurance will reimburse you $349.50.

In house financing available for larger treatment plans

Dr. Fox is back to doing full service dentistry. 
Now offering cleanings with our hygienist! 

We are open for all of your dental 
emergencies during these trying times!

FULL TIME INSURANCE SPECIALIST TO 

ASSIST YOU IN GETTING MAXIMUM 

REIMBURSEMENT FROM YOUR INSURANCE.

Come see the experts for quality crowns at exceptional 
prices.  We’ll also replace missing teeth with bridges and 
provide cosmetic crowns to create the confident smile you 
deserve—all affordable, just $699 per unit!
Dr Fox and the same staff that you have trusted to treat 
you for years in Sun City and Sun City West are now back 
together in surprise conveniently located on bell road.

www.azcrowncenter.com • 15288 N. Brookside Ln., Suite 131 • Surprise, AZ 85374

  FREE Consult - Out of State Trusts
  Establishing a New Trust
  Probate / Trust Administration

Thousands of Trusts Created   Licensed Attorneys in Arizona, Colorado, California, Nevada and Utah.

12455 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85378    DanaWhitingLaw.com

Call Today to set up an appointment!
928-271-8450

Matt Dana
Attorney, CPA and LLM
(Masters in Taxation)
41 Years of Experience

City of Surprise administrative of-
fi ces will be closed Wednesday, Nov. 
11, in observance of Veterans Day. City 
trash and recycling customers can ex-
pect a modifi ed collection schedule. 
Additionally, some City programs and 
facilities will have modifi ed hours for 
the holiday.

In honor of Veterans Day, the City of 
Surprise will hold its 12th annual Vet-
erans Day Parade Wednesday, Nov. 
11. The parade begins at 10 a.m. and 
will be routed along Bullard Avenue 
between Paradise and Tierra Buena 
lanes. It will feature community fl oats, 
bands, dancers and more! This event 
has become a tradition in Surprise, 
honoring the men and women in uni-
form who have selfl essly served the 
United States.

City of Surprise customers are re-

minded there will be a modifi ed trash 
and recycling collection schedule the 
week of Veterans Day, which will post-
pone collection by one day. There will 
be no service Wednesday. Collection 
will resume Thursday, Nov. 12.

Note that not all Surprise residents 
are city of Surprise trash and recycling 
customers and may not experience a 
change in pickup service. Call 623-222-
1900.

All three city of Surprise libraries will 
have modifi ed hours for the holiday. 
Surprise Regional and Asante Libraries 
will be open 9 a.m.-5 p.m., and Holly-
hock will be open 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Programming at city locations will 
proceed as planned. The Surprise Ten-
nis & Racquet Center will be open 6:30 
a.m.-noon Nov. 11 for open play. 

Call 623-222-2000.

Closures, modifi cations in observance of Veterans Day

ALUMNAE CLUB GATHERS FOR HALLOWEEN
Two dozen Pi Beta Phi alumnae members gathered to enjoy the feasts of Arizona fall 
weather Oct. 24 at the Sun City Grand home of Emily Johnson (Oklahoma Alpha Univer-
sity of Oklahoma) in Surprise. There was a buff et and wine on the patio. As part of the 
national Pi Beta Phi Literacy initiative, children’s books were also brought to the party. 
Members brought 75 new books and contributed cash donations of $100. Co-president 
Laura Williams Looman (Arizona Beta Ariona State University) was pleased with the 
turnout. Visit westphoenixpiphis.com. (Submitted photo/Sheryl Hamlin)
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Foot Solutions Surprise
14545 W Grand Ave #109 • Surprise, AZ 85374 • 623-600-9000 • footsolutions.com/surprise

Trunk Show
NOVEMBER 12
10 AM TO 2 PM

Enter the drawing for a

Free Pair 
of Finn Comfort Shoes

SLIP INTO COMFORT. 
STEP OUT IN STYLE.

SHOES FOR YEARS, 
NOT 

MONTHS

SEE THE 
UPCOMING

NEW 
STYLES!

Trustwell Living at Kingswood 
Place, an assisted living communi-
ty in Surprise, will host a red carpet 
premiere screening of “Being Heu-
mann” Friday, Nov. 13, honoring 
resident Joni Breves for the role she 
played in the real-life events the fi lm 
portrays.

The screening will bring together 
Breves’ friends and family ahead of 
the fi lm’s national theatrical release 
3 p.m. Nov. 13. She is portrayed in 
the fi lm by actress Roberta Colin-
drez.

“Being Heumann” tells the sto-
ry of Judith Heumann, a disability 
rights advocate and driving force 
behind the legislation that became 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Paralyzed by polio as an infant, 
Heumann grew up in a world that 
often failed to recognize the rights, 
and even the basic worth, of peo-
ple with disabilities. She crossed 
the stage to receive her high school 
diploma carried by her father, and 
spent the rest of her life refusing 
to accept anything less than equal 
rights for every person living with a 
disability.

Breves met Heumann in Berke-
ley, California, where the two be-
came allies in the disability rights 
movement. On Oct. 28, 1976, Heu-
mann, fellow organizer Kitty Cone, 
Breves and 125 other disabled ac-
tivists staged a sit-in at the U.S. De-
partment of Health, Education and 
Welfare building in San Francisco, 
demanding enforcement of Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act. The 
protest remains the longest takeover 
of a federal building in U.S. history. 

Breves served as a link during the 
occupation, working with the Secret 
Service and the media and relay-
ing communications to Heumann as 

word of the protest reached Califor-
nia’s congressional delegation and, 
eventually, the White House. 

Partway through the standoff , 
Heumann left Breves in charge of 
the protest in San Francisco and 
traveled to Washington, D.C., to 
press HEW Secretary Joseph Cal-
ifano directly, a push that helped 
set the stage for the legislation that 
would become the ADA.

In the fi lm, Heumann is portrayed 
by Ruth Madeley, a disabled ac-
tress, and Secretary Califano is por-
trayed by Mark Ruff alo.

“We couldn’t be more proud 
of Joni and the role she played in 
building a more equal world for 
people with disabilities,” said Beth 
Hulbert, regional sales specialist, 
Trustwell Living. “Hosting this pre-
miere in her honor, surrounded by 
the friends and family who know her 
best, is a small way of celebrating 
a legacy that changed this country.”

Joni Breves holding Judith Heumann’s 
memoir. (Submitted photo/Erika Perez)

Film screening honors 
Surprise resident
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Smoothies with a purpose

Good things 
blend here! Smo

wit
S
pupppup r

od things 
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GRAND OPENING! November 14, 2026 • 8  - 315557 W. Bell Rd., Suite 403, Surprise, AZ 8537415557 W. Bell Rd., Suite 403, Surprise, AZ 85374

FREE 
Any Size Smoothie 
with Purchase of any Smoothie

16427 Cactus Rd., Ste. 127, Surprise, AZ 85388
15557 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 403, Surprise 85374

Valid only at listed participating location(s). Smoothie purchase must be of equal or lesser value. Some restrictions 
may apply. Excludes extras & enhancers. Not valid on FREE Upsize Fridays, Power Eats TM  , smoothie bowls, 12oz 

not be honored. Limit one per person. No cash value. Sales tax extra. © 2026 Smoothie King Franchises, Inc.

16427 Cactus Rd., Ste. 127, Surprise, AZ 85388
15557 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 403, Surprise 85374

Valid only at listed participating location(s).  Some restrictions may apply. Excludes extras & en-
hancers. Not valid on FREE Upsize Fridays, Power Eats TM

Must surrender original coupon to redeem.  Photocopied or altered coupons will not be honored. 
Limit one per person. No cash value. Sales tax extra. © 2026 Smoothie King Franchises, Inc.

16427 Cactus Rd., Ste. 127, Surprise, AZ 85388
15557 W. Bell Rd., Ste. 403, Surprise 85374

Valid only at listed participating location(s). Some restrictions may apply. Excludes extras & en-

Must surrender original coupon to redeem.  Photocopied or altered coupons will not be honored. 
Limit one per person. No cash value. Sales tax extra. © 2026 Smoothie King Franchises, Inc.

$2 OFF 
Any Smoothie or Smoothie Bowl

FREE 
Any Loaded Toast 
with purchase of a smoothie 

13641 W. CAMINO DEL SOL, SUN CITY WEST | WWW.CROWNCARPETCOLORTILE.COM

12 MONTH NO INTEREST
FINANCING AVAILABLE 623-979-5855Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Your full service
fl ooring store.

Proudly Serving
THE WEST VALLEY

for over 225555 YEARS
““WWWWee sseervvvvicce wwhhaaat wwwee seellll!”””

Carpet, Tile, Furniture 
and Area Rug Cleaning

222000%%% OOOOFFFFFF
Carpet Cleaning, 

Tile and Grout Cleaning for life 

Custom Shutter Collection
SHUTTERS

ON SALE

60 oz Nylon Carpet
Now on Sale

Starting at
$6.39SF installed

Waterproof
Vinyl

Flooring
Starting at

$6.89
SF installed

*Trim pieces not included.

LIC #150139

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y

The City of Surprise Parks & Rec-
reation Department is off ering two 
opportunities to have fun this No-
vember. 

Families can take the fi eld for a 
Family Kickball Tournament at Dick 
McComb Park, while teens can team 
up for a Sand Volleyball Tournament 
at Surprise Community Park.

The Family Kickball Tournament 
is 5-9 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, at the 
Dick McComb Softball Complex, 
17894 W. Westpark Blvd.

Teams can include players age 
fi ve and older and must consist of 
8-15 participants, with at least four 
youth players ages 5-17 on each ros-
ter. Teams may have a maximum of 
11 players on the fi eld at one time 
and must designate a captain, pitch-

er and catcher. The person register-
ing the team must be 18 or older.

Pre-registration is required. Regis-
tration is $60 per team and includes 
admission and food. 

Teens ages 12-17 can hit the sand 
for a night of friendly competition at 
the Teen Sand Volleyball Tourna-
ment 5-9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20, at the 
Surprise Community Park Sand Vol-
leyball Courts, 15953 N. Bullard Ave.

Participants register individual-
ly and may request to be placed 
on the same team as their friends. 
Teams will consist of no more than 
six players.

Pre-registration is required. Reg-
istration is $10 for Surprise residents 
and $20 for non-residents. Visit sur-
priseaz.gov/SurpriseRec.

November brings 
kickball, volleyball fun
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15820 W Clearview Blvd.
Surprise, AZ 85374

623-977-6000
Spiritofgrace.com

Weekly Worship
Saturday @ 4 pm &  Sunday @ 9:30 am

On-line Worship anytime on our website

Bringing the Spirit of Grace to All!

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10am

Find Faith, 
find community

Pastor Greg Emery
16000 N. Del Webb Blvd. • Sun City 85351 • 623-974-3611

And Live-Streamed at www.scfaith.org
13150 W. Spanish Garden, Sun City West, AZ 85375

www.adventaz.org • 623-584-0350

Join us for worship

Sun. 9am 
Wed. Healing Service 10am

Also Livestream on Facebook or YouTube

Pastor Mark Logid
13131 Spanish Garden Dr., Sun City West, Az 85375
www.colchurch.com • 623-546-6228

LCMS

Join Us For Worship
Saturday 4:00pm • Sunday 9:00am

Online at colchurch.com/services

LCMS

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Juggling jobs, feeding families 
and possibly working with limited 
funds in today’s economy is a life les-
son Dysart Unifi ed School District stu-
dents learned in one day.

More than 250 Valley Vista High 
School students participated in an 
early morning interactive course Oct. 
2, simulating life after high school for 
the Financial Fitness in Action class. 
Students in the economics class were 
faced with surprise, real-life situations 
including such things like traffi  c tickets, 
emergency hospital visits and more.

Based on the career chosen, stu-
dents are given notes on pieces of 
paper to show a glimpse of their fu-
ture lives working with the salaries, 
pay rates and credit score assigned. 
The students make decisions that af-
fect their fi nances, such as renting 
an apartment on their own, buying 
a house, having a roommate or a 
spouse, buying or leasing a vehicle, 
purchasing phones and/or cable and 
possibly saving for their retirement. 

“Remember your household size 
when you make decisions. You can-
not divorce your spouse or get rid of 
your children,” said Teojia Willamson, 
of the Arizona Council on Economic 
Education, which regularly visits the 
school to off er the day program.

Williamson said that was the 15th 
fi nancial fi tness event at a school in 
the Valley this year, 

“It’s really exciting to give students 
an opportunity to practice in a fun 
way and to sit them down so they can 
see the numbers. This gives them the 
ability to practice that,” she added.  

She joined a room full of commu-
nity volunteers, private industry repre-
sentatives and teachers who off ered 
students guidance during the event 
at individual decision-making stations 
spread throughout the room, advising 
them on life choices including hous-
ing, transportation, food and health 
care, health/home/car insurance de-
ductions, car repairs and more that 
impact fi nances.  

At the end, fi nancial health coun-
selors reviewed each student’s fi nal 
budget one-on-one to ensure sol-
vency or to help students learn how 
to live within their means of saving, 
spending, and budgeting based on 
career choices doled out to them and 
lifestyle decisions.

“Our whole point in high school 
is to get them ready for what ever 
comes next. We love any opportu-
nity where we can take any theory 
and apply it in real life,” said Valley 
Vista High School Principal Ginger 
Richards, noting how it helps students 
come to a reality of what is going to 

be expected in life.
Teacher Mitchell Pinda, who over-

sees the course, thanked Arizona 
Council on Economic Education rep-
resentatives and other volunteers 
who help students understand the 
life lessons of budgeting, but being 
fl exible in life choices.

“Each kid is given a budget sheet. 
Each kid is given a new life. It’s liter-
ally the game of life in high school,” 
said Pinda.

He noted how some students 
may be fortunate to have lucrative 
careers while others live paycheck 
to paycheck. Pinda stated the ben-
efi ts of students rotating to stations, 
buying grocers, banking, experienc-
ing getting their “tires popped.”

Valley Vista senior Aven Tyler 
got to experience having a salary 
of $309,000 as a surgeon. She had 
more to work with in her budget 
compared to other students who 
were assigned being mechanics, 
truck drivers, teachers and more.

“I defi nitely learned that the cost 
of living is a lot higher than I antici-
pated,” said Tyler, an aspiring astro-
physicist.

She added that her salary al-
lowed her to be interested in learn-
ing how to make her investments 
grow.

“It’s better to have someone to 

help you fi nancially,” said Valley 
Vista Senior Dillion Reid Schwartz, a 
married truck driver for the morning 
who earned $53,090. “It’s better to 
have a spouse to help you fi nancial-
ly. You can aff ord a lot.”

Likewise, Valley Vista Senior Jack-
son Branning, noted the hardships 
of being a diesel mechanic, making 
$52,000 a year. 

“I got to get a side job. It’s re-
ally hard to stay alive. This is not 
entertainment. It’s not a joke,” said 
Branning, who is pursuing a diesel 
and automotive program after high 
school. 

This class is one of many course 
off erings by the district, which host-
ed a two-hour Career and College 
Expo on Oct 22 at the district offi  ce. 
There were booths for all CTE pro-
grams to show what students could 
learn to do for careers. Middle 
schoolers can explore their options 
before entering high school. 

More details on the Financial 
Fitness in Action can be found at 
azecon.org/student-program/fi nan-
cial-fi tness-in-action.

Detailed listings on the district 
CTE classes off ered such as Army 
JROTC, automotive technology, culi-
nary arts, and more are at dysart.
org/mainsite/panels/career-techni-
cal-education/43/cte.

Students go from childhood to adulthood in one class

MORE ONLINE
Find education stories online at yourvalley.net.
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Jared Gough JoAnn Regan

WHAT HAPPENS
TO YOUR ESTATE

IF YOU’RE
NOT HERE?

No legal advice given – Not a law firm

PLAN AHEAD.
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY.

A Living Trust
can help avoid probate,
organize your estate and

clearly spell out your wishes.

CALL TODAY
for Your Free Consultation

623-561-2323
99th Ave & Bell Road

OVER 25 Years
Of Your Security,

Your Peace of Mind
LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED.

Don’t leave the
answers to your family.

By Delarita Ford
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The most detailed updates at the 
Dysart Unifi ed School District gov-
erning board meeting came from a 
student council representative, Mad-
die Klemmer.

Board President Stephen Skvara 
and board member MaryJane Zi-
ola were absent from the Oct. 26 
meeting, leaving Dawn Densmore, 
Jennifer Drake and Denise Destiche 
to conduct the school district’s busi-
ness.

Klemmer gave a recap of the re-
cent high school happenings, includ-
ing the homecoming activities that 
were a success at every school and 
upcoming events. She mentioned 
students represented the district 
during the recent three-day 75th 
anniversary festivities for El Mirage, 
which had a parade Oct. 24. 

Other updates were brief from su-
perintendent Dr. John Croteau, and 
from Destiche, who shared about 
her visit to Willow Canyon High 
School; she was pleased to report 
a positive impression of the school.  

Thanking participants for their 
hard work, Croteau acknowledged 
their eff orts for the recent two-hour 
Career and Technical Education 
Expo Oct 22 at the district offi  ce. 

“CTE was another great, success-
ful night,” he said, reminding at-
tendees about the Future Freshman 
nights for Dysart High School Nov. 

16, Shadow Ridge High School Nov. 
17, Valley Vista High School Nov. 
18 and Willow Canyon High School 
Nov. 19.

Although Densmore requested 
again for the topic to be added to 
the agenda about returning pub-
lic comments to three minutes, a 
parent, Danielle Mills, of Surprise, 
spoke during the public comments 
and was allotted three minute as 
opposed to the 90 seconds. 

The Valley Vista High School 
parent addressed the board on 
her concerns about student safety 
during the sports season since her 
child was reportedly harmed. She 
described the situation dealing with 
the district and its lack of response 
to serious concerns as “scary” and 
“toxic leadership.” Croteau was di-
rected by the board to follow up 
with those involved.

There was an earlier vote to 
adopt the previous agenda where 
Densmore made a change in the 
motion to edit the audience with in-
dividuals time limit to three minutes. 
While Densmore moved the motion, 
which was seconded by Destiche 
to adopt the agenda as presented, 
with the exception of changing the 
time limit for audience with individ-
uals from 90 seconds to three min-
utes, was not agreed upon by board 
member Jennifer Drake. Ziola and 
Skvara were not present to vote, so 
the motion carried 2-1 regarding the 
public comments.

Dysart Unifi ed School District governing board members at the Oct. 5 meeting where the 
reduction of speaking time to 90 seconds was mentioned. Board President Stephen Sk-
vara and board member MaryJane Ziola were absent from the Oct. 26 board meeting. 
(Independent Newsmedia/Delarita Ford) 

Student leader updates 
DUSD board at meeting
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13507 W Camino Del Sol, Suite B3, Sun City West, AZ 85375
www.azimplantdenturecenter.com

New
Location!

• General & Cosmetic Dentistry
• Implant Expert 30+ Years
• Do You Want To Save Your Teeth? We Can Help
• Lab On Site

Denture Repair and Reline While You Wait 

FREE CONSULT & 3D X-RAY
FREE ORAL CANCER SCREENING

Call Now 623-214-7898

    Come Visit O
ur

NEW LOCATION!

(RIGHT NEXT TO SAFEWAY)

Carl Alvarez, RICP®
Gateway Financial Advisors
23195 N. 91st Drive | Peoria, AZ 85383
623-256-8750 (Cell) | 480-550-9198 (Text)
www.gfainvestments.com
E-mail: carl.alvarez@gfainvestments.com
Benefi ts, Insurance, Investments and Planning

Build, Preserve and 
Transition Wealth
Disciplined, goal-based 
fi nancial planning for 
wealth development, 
retirement readiness, 
and long-term 
confi dence.

Trusted guidance in wealth accumulation, retirement income 
planning, tax-effi cient distribution strategies and legacy planning

The City of Surprise is accepting 
registrations for winter youth sports. 
This includes basketball, kickball 
and fl ag football leagues, as well 
as camps and skills classes. 

Early bird registration runs through 
Nov. 15 and off ers a $20 discount. 
Regular registration begins Nov. 16.  

The Jr. Suns Basketball, Kickball 
and NFL Flag Football leagues are 
open for boys and girls ages 4–17 
(age determined on or before Feb. 
28, 2027). The season runs early 
January through the end of Febru-
ary. Most games are played on Sat-
urdays with the possibility of one or 
two weeknight games. 

Practice times are determined by 
the volunteer coach and are typical-
ly held one evening per week for 

one hour. 
The new Girls-Only Flag Football 

Division recreational leagues are 
open for ages 10-12 and 13-15. The 
season runs early January through 
the end of February. 

With growing interest and partic-
ipation in girls’ fl ag football across 
the state, this program refl ects the 
increasing demand and popularity 
of the sport. 

Visit surpriseaz.gov/YouthSports. 
Surprise is also off ering a variety 

of skills classes for ages 6 -15. Base-
ball, softball, volleyball, basketball, 
soccer and speed and agility skills 
classes will be off ered Novem-
ber-February.

For classes and camp dates, visit 
surpriseaz.gov/SportsClasses.

Registration open for 
winter youth sports
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YO U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  T O - D O  L I S T HAVE AN EVENT? 
Have something happening 
in or near Surprise? We 
welcome submissions from 
clubs and groups, as well as 
nearby nonprofi ts, churches 
and community organizations. 
Include the event name, 
date, time, location, a brief 
description and contact 
information.  
Email: jcarr@iniusa.org.

EVENTS 
The Mesa 
Independent will 
host a senior expo 

9 a.m.-noon Nov. 13 at the 
Mesa Market Place Swap Meet, 
Building #4, 10550 E. Baseline 
Road. Interested in being a 
vendor at the event? Email: 
azads@iniusa.org.

IN

WISCONSIN CLUB
ABOUT: 9 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
11, at The Grove (formerly Tivoli 
Gardens), 12555 W. Bell Road, 
Surprise
INFO: Sun City West Wisconsin 
club breakfast gathering. Register 
at wiscwclub.wordpress.com the 
Friday before that date or call 
Mikey at 623-628-3624. No text. 
Wear a Wisco badge to enter a 
drawing of $15 towards break-
fast. Anyone in The Grand, Sun City 
West, Sun City or Corta Bella is in-
vited to join this social club. 
CONTACT: 218-252-2357 or 
602-330-8055.

MUSIC CLUB 
ABOUT: Nov. 13-15, in the Sonoran 
Ballroom at The Grand, 19753 N. 
Remington Drive.
INFO: The Grand Music Club in-
vites the community to experi-
ence a weekend of “Music with-
out Boundaries,” which takes place 
over three consecutive days. The 
show kicks off  with evening per-
formances 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13. 
and Saturday, Nov. 14.  The mati-
nee performance at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 15.
TICKETS: Purchase tickets ($20) at 
grandmusicclub.com or in person at 
the Sonoran Plaza Activities Desk. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS
ABOUT: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday Nov. 
13, and Saturday, Nov. 14, at The 
Community Church of Sun City, 
18401 N. 99th Ave.
INFO: The fair will feature over 70 
vendors off ering handcrafted items 
as well as a bake sale. Patrons can 
also visit the snack bar for coff ee, 
donuts and lunch with outdoor seat-
ing. Raff le tickets will be on sale af-
ter church services Nov. 8. 
CONTACT: 623-977-4241, admin@

ccscaz.org, visit ccscaz.org.

STORIES OF AMERICA
ABOUT: 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, 
at Surprise Regional Library, 16089 
N. Bullard Ave., Surprise
INFO: “Refl ecting America: A 
Semiquincentennial Living History” 
explores personal stories, strug-
gles and achievements that helped 
shape the nation. The program is 
part of activities marking America’s 
250th anniversary.
WEB: surprisepubliclibrary.gov/
Programs.

WISCONSIN CLUB
ABOUT: Noon Thursday, Nov. 19, at 
Olive Garden
INFO: Sun City West Wisconsin wel-
come back luncheon. Fill out the 
form at wiscwclub.wordpress.com 
and send it to Sue, listed on the 

form. Anyone in The Grand, Sun 
City West, Sun City or Corta Bella is 
invited to join this social club.
CONTACT: 623-476-6856.

MUSIC UNDER STARS
ABOUT: 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19, 
at Asante Library, 16755 W. Vereda 
Solana Drive, Surprise
INFO: Jacob Acosta & the Golden 
Hearts perform during the city’s 
LIVE at Asante outdoor concert se-
ries. The free event also features 
arts activities and a food truck. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs or blankets.
WEB: surprisearts.com/Events.

THANKSGIVING MEAL
ABOUT: Thursday, Nov. 26, at 
Lakeview United Methodist Church, 
10298 W. Thunderbird Blvd., Smoot 
Hall.

INFO: Doors open at 11 a.m. and 
serving will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
Menu includes turkey, mashed po-
tatoes and gravy, pumpkin casse-
role, green beans almondine, herb 
stuffi  ng, rolls, salad bar, dessert 
and beverages (iced water, lemon-
ade, iced tea, coff ee). Deadline for 
purchasing tickets is noon Monday, 
Nov. 23.
RESERVATIONS: 623-974-5821.

FARMERS MARKET
ABOUT: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Fridays at 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 13724 
W. Meeker Blvd., Sun City West
INFO: The outdoor community mar-
ket features more than 70 vendors 
off ering produce, farm-fresh eggs, 
grass-fed beef, prepared foods 
and other products, along with 
craft vendors. Admission and park-
ing are free.
WEB: Facebook—Sun City West 
Farmers Market & Craft Show

CHURCH TO HOST PIANO TRIO PERFORMANCE
The Iridescence Piano Trio, with violinist Ramses Cid, cellist Xuehui (Michelle) Yu and 
pianist Moyi Liu, will perform 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22, at First Presbyterian Church of Sun 
City, 12225 N. 103rd Ave. Formed in July 2025 at Arizona State University following years 
of artistic collaboration, the ensemble is dedicated to exploring a spectrum of musical 
colors, emotions and expressions through chamber music. Since their formation, the trio 
has performed at Mirabella at ASU and Steinway & Sons Scottsdale. A free-will dona-
tion will be accepted, as well as non-perishable items for the Valley View Food Bank. 
(Submitted photos/Stewart Porter)
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Surprise Village • 13820 W. Bell Rd., Surprise • 480-697-5579
Vistancia Blvd. • 28325 N. El Miragfe Rd., Peoria • 480-397-2253

Thanksgiving Turkey SubThanksgiving Turkey Sub
LIMITED TIME!

Redeem this coupon at Surprise Village & Vistan-
cia Blvd. locations. Limit one per customer per 

visit. Not valid withany other offers. Valid only on 
regular price menu items. Expires 12/31/26.

Redeem this coupon at Surprise Village & Vistan-
cia Blvd. locations. Limit one per customer per 

visit. Not valid withany other offers. Valid only on 
regular price menu items. Expires 12/31/26.

Redeem this coupon at Surprise Village & Vistan-
cia Blvd. locations. Limit one per customer per 

visit. Not valid withany other offers. Valid only on 
regular price menu items. Expires 12/31/26.

Redeem this coupon at Surprise Village & Vistan-
cia Blvd. locations. Limit one per customer per 

visit. Not valid withany other offers. Valid only on 
regular price menu items. Expires 12/31/26.

$3 OFF
Medium or large 
sub, chips and 

a drink

FREE
Medium Sub with purchase 

of  a med. or large sub, 
chips and a drink

$12.99
Medium Sub, 

chips or cookie and 
a 22 oz. drink

$23.99
Two Medium Subs, 

two chips and 
two 22 oz. drinks

Carved slices of tender 
turkey breast, savory 
Thanksgiving stuffing, 
sweet and tart cranberry 
sauce, and mayonnaise on 
a freshly toasted sub roll. 

MUSIC  •  COMEDY  •   JOUSTING  •  FEASTING
            GAMES  •   RIDES  •   SHOPPING

3399THTH ANNUAL ARIZONA ANNUAL ARIZONA

Arizona.RenFestInfo.com TICKETS , DIRECTIO NS 
& FESTIVAL INFO : 

Nine Festive Weekends

Feb. 6-Apr. 4
Sat., Sun.,  & Pres. Day • 10am-6pm

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT: 

YO U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  T O - D O  L I S T

OREGON CLUB
ABOUT: Sunday, Nov. 15, at R.H. 
Johnson Social Hall, 19803 N 
Johnson Blvd. Check-in at noon, fol-
lowed by lunch, bingo and prizes.
INFO: Cost for the welcome back 
party is $10 per person, with $5 for 
lunch and $5 for 2026-27 member-
ship. Reservations and payment 
must be received by Monday, Nov. 
9.  
WEB: oregonclubaz.weebly.com, 
oregonsocialclub@gmail.com, 
503-261-1475. 

CELEBRATING AMERICA
ABOUT: 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15, 
at the Shepherd of the Hills United 
Methodist Church Sanctuary, 13658 
W. Meeker Blvd. 
INFO: Sanctuary Choir and soloists 
are featured as the concert cele-
brates America’s 250th anniversary 
with a musical journey through its 
states, cities, rivers and memorable 
places.  
CONTACT:  shepherdumc.org, 
623-584-2280.

VETERANS DAY PARADE
ABOUT: 10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
11, along Bullard Avenue between 
Paradise and Tierra Buena lanes, 
Surprise.
INFO: Surprise honors military vet-
erans with its annual Veterans Day 
parade. Residents can line Bullard 
Avenue to watch participating or-
ganizations, community groups 
and other parade entrants recog-
nize those who have served in the 
armed forces.
WEB: surpriseaz.gov/VeteransDay.

THANKSGIVING MEAL
ABOUT: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 26, at 14808 N. Boswell Blvd.
INFO: The Church of the Palms in 
Sun City has embraced a tradition 
of off ering a free, home-cooked 
Thanksgiving meal to anyone in the 
community. 
RESERVATION: 623-748-3574. 

(Independent Newsmedia/File photo)

(Submitted photo/Wendy Whitlock)

(Metro Creative Graphics)

(Metro Creative Graphics)
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MEET DODGER
Dodger, a Maltipoo, lives in Surprise 

with Jennifer Bollinger.

PET OF THE WEEK: 
WE LOVE OUR PETS

JOIN THE FUN & 
SUBMIT YOUR PET TODAY
Email Jeremy at jcarr@iniusa.org or use the 
QR Code to save a step. 
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CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICESCROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
CLUES ACROSS
1. Spiritual leaders
7. Containing salt
13. Fortifi ed wine
14. Edible mollusk
16. Blood type
17. Make a comparison
19. Government lawyer
20. “Game of Thrones” actor   
  Ciaran
22. 8th month of the year (abbr.)
23. Very willing
25. __ ex machina
26. Satisfi es
28. New Zealand mountain
29. A doctrine
30. Popular Dodge truck model
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring solid   
 material
34. Company higher-up
36. Villains
38. Cricket frog genus
40. Infl uential early psychologist
41. Endured
43. Servant
44. You can get stuck in one
45. __ and feather
47. Passive optical network
48. French ballet dynasty
51. Employee stock ownership   
 plan

53. Forming a bottom layer
55. Sound
56. Yankees slugger Judge
58. Dickens character
59. Beloved late sportscaster   
 Craig
60. “The Mount Rushmore State”
61. Sarcastic and critical
64. Atomic #79
65. Longtime Atlanta Braves   
 pitcher
67. Humor
69. Shawl
70. Preliminary assessment of   
 patients

CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
2. Commercial
3. Craft supplies
4. Containers
5. A way to save for your golden  
 years
6. Common Arabic greeting
7. Bulged downward
8. Acquired brain injury
9. Lay about
10. Intestinal
11. Not yes
12. In a way, pleased
13. Messianic fi gure in Islam
15. Resulting from intense   

 conviction
18. Not in
21. Number above the line in a   
fraction
24. Lawn pest
26. Pouch
27. Ancient language (abbr.)
30. Start anew
32. Wild fl ower
35. Fourteen
37. Graphical user interface
38. Facing the same way
39. Campaigns
42. Touch lightly
43. “Boardwalk Empire” actress   
 Gretchen
46. Violent seizure of property
47. One who supports the Pope
49. Malaise
50. Body fl uid
52. Inauthentic person
54. Title of respect
55. Moth genus
57. Central Japan city
59. Silk garment
62. Draw from
63. Automobile
66. A male
68. Powerful government lawyer

SOLUTION ON PAGE 25
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Announcement Announcement Announcement

Sat., Nov. 14 TH 8AM-1PM

RestaurantRestaurant
On-SiteOn-Site

 8AM-1PM 1

For more information contact Bev
In the Lifestyle Office

623-546-8693 x107

Garage Sales

Garage Sales

Garage Sales

Employment

Guns/Supplies

BUYING & 
SELLING GOLD, 
GUNS, AMMO, & 
RELOADING 
SUPPLIES. 

Will buy one gun or 
whole collection.
Licensed dealer. 

Best prices around.
Allen

602-918-1999
623-875-4565

Automobiles

Automobiles Golf Cars

Buying Running & 
Non Running 

Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

Golf Cars

$CASH$
$CASH$

$$ CASH $$
For Your

Old Golf Cart
Running
or Not

602-576-5937

AC/Heating

Heating & Cooling
Residential & Commercial 623-999-8226

LevelUpHVAC.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#328964

CALL TODAY TO CALL TODAY TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR SCHEDULE YOUR 

FURNACE OR FURNACE OR 
HEATER CHECK!HEATER CHECK!

$7500 Installation Special

Carpentry

Carpentry
A-Z

35+ Years
Experience
Quality
Affordable
Carpentry

(623)693-2142
Not a licensed contractor

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Clean Windows

Excellent 
Window
Cleaning 

&
SUNSCREENS

Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve 
623-341-8197 

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY  &  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
VISIT US:  INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADS@INIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES 

$20 PER MARKET - 30 WORDS
Your ad appears in the newspaper  

of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
STARTING AT $45

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS 
STARTING AT $60

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMAILS:  
azads@iniusa.org 
legals@iniusa.org

T O  PL AC E  YO U R  A D  CA L L  U S  AT 
888-665-3848

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

call
888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds

SELL IT NOW
To place your ad call

888-665-3848
iniusa.org/classifieds
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Pets/Supplies

MEET ZENNIA! 
At 13 years young, this beautiful dilute tortie is looking for a loving home to spend her golden 
years. Zennia is friendly, relaxed, and very social. She enjoys interacting with people and happily 
welcomes petting, letting you know when she’s ready for a little break. This sweet senior still 
has a playful side! Wand toys, laser toys, and electronic toys are all favorites that bring out 

her curiosity and keep her entertained. Zennia is looking 
for the simple things: a cozy place to rest, a little playtime, 
and someone to love. Could you give this lovely girl a forever 
home where she can enjoy the comfort and companionship 
she deserves? Meet her at Sun Cities 4 Paws 10807 N 96th 
Ave, Peoria AZ 85345 623-773-2246. More cats available at 
PetSmart, 13764 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85374 Zenn ia

Clean Windows

             Brighten
            Up

            Your Day!
Reasonable
Dependable

Screens & Tracks
Cleaned at

No Extra Cost

References Available
FREE ESTIMATES

FABOREO
WINDOW
CLEANING

(602)252-6499

WINDOW CLEANING

Computers

100%
TRUSTED

Technology Trouble?
We Come to You.

Patient, friendly help - in your home, explained clearly.
Serving Arizona for over 15 years.

Call Steve at Surprise Computer LLC today for your in home visit

(623) 455-9795

Computers

Computer Problems?
Need friendly, individualized, onsite assistance?
Call Kagons Tutoring and Technical Support, llc:

623-377-3440
Concrete

Superior
Concrete Coatings

Our Specialty:
*Cool Deck

*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

& 
*Fixing Old Coatings

Serving the Valley Since 1987 
With No Complaints!

Senior  Discounts  
602-486-9598

ROC# 354469 Lic/Bond

Electrical

Floor Coverings

ESP Floor Covering LLC
Tile
Hardwood
Laminates
LVT & LVP
Carpet

Sales ~ Installation
Re-stretches’s

Serving ALL the 
Sun Cities

Also Valley Wide
40+Yrs Exp

HOA & PORA Listed
Call Eric S. Pelletier

623-972-5388
623-329-0995

Licensed~Bonded~Insured  ROC# 275244

Floor Coverings

KEIGHER’S 
FLOORING
Got Cracked,  

Chipped, 
or Lifted Tile?

Call Dan or Marsha
602-789-7770

 Licensed-Bonded-Insured
PORA

Residential/Commercial
35+ Years’ Experience

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC
5” & 6” SEAMLESS GUTTERS  & 

LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
Ask 

About Our 
Senior & 
Military 

Discounts

Office: 602-675-0949 
Doug: 480-363-3464
Cindy: 623-329-8980

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Accredited

Handyman

CONST RUC T ION

All Aspects of Home 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels

• LVP & Laminate 
   Flooring Installation
• Plumbing & Electrical
• Custom Crown Molding 
   & Baseboards
• Entertainment/
   Media Centers

ROC 221600 • Licensed/Bonded

623-466-3683

Cell phone users please include 
the area code when dialing 

Handyman

Hearing Care

Junk Removal

3R JUNK 
REMOVAL

 Best Price
Guarantee!
No Job Too
Big or Small 
Schedule Us 

Call
623.698.1438

Or Online
 3RJUNK.COM
AZ’s Premier

Junk Removal Co

Landscaping
NATURE’S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience

For all your
Landscape needs.

Lic # K21-153033

15% OFF 
  with ad

Jeff-
602.377.3755
 naturesbestlandscape

services.com

Landscaping

IRRIGATION &
LANDSCAPING

• Repairs
• Valves

• Leaks
• Timers

FREE ESTIMATES
Clean-Ups

623.261.1741
ROC #339066

Moving/Hauling

SUN CITIESSUN CITIES
FIREFIGHTERSFIREFIGHTERS

MOVING

(602)4010886(602)4010886
 Operated by Operated by 
Local Firefi ghtersLocal Firefi ghters

 Packing Service Packing Service 
AvailableAvailable

 Free In-home Free In-home 
EstimatesEstimates

 Full Service MovingFull Service Moving

 Serving the Valley Serving the Valley 
for Over 30 Yearsfor Over 30 Years

fi refi ghtermoversaz.comfi refi ghtermoversaz.com

Moving/Hauling

Al’s IN or OUT
MOVING

And Junk Removal
Starting @ $50

Call
623-221-7454
Referrals Available
Local Mover

Plumbing

Don Jones
Plumbing
Installation • Repair

Replacement of
• Sewers • Toilets
• Faucets 
• Water Heaters
• Garbage Disposals
 623-670-8060

Licensed
Bonded 
Insured •BBB 
Roc# 272507

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 
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Garage Doors

Bonded & Insured · Lic#300097

602-867-7111
www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

Family Owned & Operated SAME DAY
SERVICE

FALL SPECIAL

$400 OFF
INSULATED GARAGE DOORS

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 12-31-26.

SPRING REPAIR
HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH

LONGER LIFE
Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and

opener PLUS an assessment of your system.

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561

Call today for a FREE in-home estimate for door replacement.

APEX GARAGE DOOR • 602-362-0561
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 12-31-26.

QUIET DOOR SPECIAL
Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearings

Plus
labor

$140

Garage Doors

Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE

Estimates
623-780-2687

ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC

Garage Doors

Garage Door
Springs

Replaced
Licensed  Bonded  Insured

New Doors & Openers

 Service 
 Installations  Repairs

(623)853-3311
ROC #336907

Handyman

Homes Fix Mix
Homes don’t themselves, We do

Electrical Plumbing  Carpentry Tile Odd Jobs
CALL NOW — FREE ESTIMATES
480-364-2460

Homes mi .com   Big & Small — We do it all

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Landscaping

LIBRA
LANDSCAPING & 

HARDSCAPING LLC
MAKE YOUR DREAMS A REALITY

Specializing in Trees
Palm Trimming

Pavers
Artifi cial Grass Installation,

Rock Scaping & More
FREE Estimates & Low Prices
602-762-4766 Juan 

602-301-8194 Libra

Landscaping

WAYNE’S 
LANDSCAPING

Irrigation Systems
Maintenance
Tree Service

Deep Root Fertilizing

Complete Landscaping

FALL
SPECIAL

10% Discount 
With Ad

623-877-2902
ROC 153581

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Landscaping

LANDSCAPING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623-687-6312623-687-6312
firstoptionlandscaping.com

ROC#344171

FIRST OPTIONFIRST OPTION
LANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service 

Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting

Painting

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting
Company Operating for 30 Years

FREE ESTIMATES!

623-221-7911
Email: dino@dinospainting.com

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

We BeatWe Beat
Any LicensedAny Licensed

Contractor’s Price!Contractor’s Price!

Painting

PAINTINGPAINTING

SENIOR DISCOUNTS  

COMPLETE INTERIOR 
OR EXTERIOR

27 Years’ Experience • Reliable Family Business 
Free Written Estimates • Pay Upon Completion

623-418-9194

$1.50/sf
Includes Dunn Edwards Paints

Plumbing

High Quality Plumbing Svc & 24 Hr Emergency Service! 
15% Discount for Seniors & Military

*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC 353346

Pipe Leak Repair • Fixture Installs • Hydro 
Jetting • Roto Rooter • Camera Inspections 

Trenchless Pipe Bursting • Sewer Lining

Locally & Family Owned

www.reliantplumbingandrooter.com
602-888-7060

37 ANY DRAIN

UNCLOG
OR IT’S FREE!*

$

WATER LEAK REPAIR & REPIPES

FREE ESTIMATES
for

$37 DRAIN Unclog Special!

*Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 7 per customer. IC: P7YF35

CALL 1-888-254-0535  PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P7YF35
Mention Code P7YF35 for your savings on items #PE1X or #PR9X. 

$44.99
12 PEARS - #PE1X  

$37.99
9 PEARS - #PR9X

SAVE
UP 
TO 27%*

TOTAL COST

FREE
SHIPPING
King Comice Pears

The Staff at 
Independent Newspapers

Wishes You a

The Staff at 
Independent Newspapers

Wishes You a
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Miscellaneous

24-HOUR ORDERING: Call 866-635-5895

Miscellaneous

IC: H7YG41

REG. $49.99NOW

$3499
+$9.99
shipping

SAVE  
35%*Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box | #483X

855-680-8709
HaleGroves.com/H7YG41

Use Code H7YG41

Remodeling

Remodeling

Transportation

Safe, Stress-Free and
Reliable Rides!

- Military family owned and locally operated,
  24/7 door-to-door service
- Serving: Phoenix, PHX, Mesa-Gateway
  airports, the Valley and Sedona
- 4-star reviews on Google/Yelp and
  A+ rated, BBB
- 10% senior/military discounts,
  Pet/child friendly
- Larger 14-passenger vans available
  for group charter and events
- Offering Tours: Grand Canyon, Sedona
and

Open: Mon-Sat. 9am-9pm AZ Mountain time

s

Book online: www.azshuttleselect.com
Or Call 623-200-2849

1AZ Select 
Transportation & Tours

Tree Removal
BENNETT

TREE SERVICE
Professional
Arborist Tree

Care

*Trimming
*Removals

*Stump Grinding

Fully Insured
FREE Estimates

SENIOR
Discounts

623-204-1225

���������	
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������	
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���������	�
����

�����
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Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

ROC #324307
����������	�

• Residential - Commercial
• Roof Replacement & Repair
• Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
 TPO Roofing

Roofi ng

623-456-5788623-456-5788

Shingles • Tiles • Flat Roofs
Rubber Roof Coatings/All Rubber Roofing

Emergency Patch and Repair

Roofi ng

GOT 
YARD SALE?

To drive traffi c there!
888-665-3848

call

Shop with 
Confidence

Search our classifieds for all your 
business & professional service 

needs! Tell our advertisers
you saw their ad in the

Independent!
iniusa.org/classifiedsEasy & Quick… Just Type & Click – The Way to Sell!

Put your computer to work.
Now you can go online

to place your classified ad.

iniusa.org/classifieds

Plus, you can go online to view
even more classified ads. 
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602-402-4568

480-416-9474

www.TownCryers.com
Email: homes@towncryers.com

(602) 402-4568
Office: 623-977-1776

17001 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City

the  TOWN CRYERS’the  TOWN CRYERS’’’

Popular Rio Verde model (expended). This 1612sq. ft. home has 

23100 N. Drifter Way, SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7062138 

12635 W. Eveningside Dr., SUN CITY WEST
MLS# 7040339 

$654,875

Call the “Town Cryers” 
today to get a free, no obligation, market analysis 
of your home’s value & the details on how your 
home can be featured in this space. Don’t Wait!

Call Today! ... 602-402-4568

SOLD

15192 W. Las Brizas Ln., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 7059982 

$444,875

SOLD

$359,875

SOLD

14114 W. Whitewood Dr., SUN CITY WEST 
MLS# 7068961 

$574,875

SOLD

15108 W. Via Manana, SUN CITY WEST  
MLS# 7090877 

$349,875

SOLD
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