),FOUNTAIN HiLLs TIMES

INDEPENDENT

Volume 53 Issue 45

. in Fountain Hills
efhtimes.com

Highest Producing Agents

See our ad on page 3
480-225-3766
DeGeorgePartners.com

NOVEMBER 11, 2026

Arizona’s
Nonpartisan
Newspaper

$4.00

Local business owners rally around
restaurant owner via fundraiser

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Local business owners in Foun-
tain Hills are rallying around a
restaurant owner celebrating 10
years of business.

The community has helping
Terri Woods, owner of Sun Baked
Food 4 The Soul, to raise money to
renovate and upgrade her restau-
rant.

“She’s coming up on 10 years
of serving the community, and she
survived COVID-19 and the egg
crisis. She’s really been a pillar of
the community for so many peo-
ple, Grand Pops owner Heath-
er Burke said. “So | got together
with Bunny Keller and we start-
ed a fundraising campaign on
Facebook. We were able to get
her three pieces of equipment,
a paint job, some decorations,
some repairs, and we're still col-
lecting more.”

Keller, who works at MinDak
Gold and Silver, said Woods is
a highly valued member of the
Fountain Hills business community
and deserves recognition.

“I've known Terri personally

* See Rally Page 13

From left: Heather Burke, owner of Grand Pops, and Bunny Keller, who works at MinDak
Gold and Silver. (Independent Newsmedia/Connor Van Ligten)

On November 11 we are proud to honor all who served
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FHUSD
outlines
priorities in
improvement
plan

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Fountain Hills Unified School
District has identified five areas of
focus for the 2026-27 school year,
ranging from academic achieve-
ment and special education to cam-
pus safety and career preparation.

Superintendent Val Reichler pre-
sented the district’s Continuous Im-
provement Plan to the governing
board Nov. 4, saying the goal is to
give families and residents a clear-
er picture of the work taking place
across the district.

“We've always had a continuous
improvement plan, but what we
want to do is be a little more trans-
parent here and share with you and
the community what we are doing,”
she said.

The plan was developed through
discussions among district princi-
pals and administrators to identify
needs and establish priorities.

* See School Page 3
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School

* From page 1

The five areas are special edu-
cation, student and parent involve-
ment, student achievement, culture
and climate and the Portrait of a
Graduate.

For special education, the dis-
trict plans to provide additional
staff training on supporting stu-
dents in general education class-
rooms and develop electronic
procedures for managing individ-
valized education programs and
Section 504 records, according to
the plan in the board packet for
the Nov. 4 meeting.

Student and parent involvement
efforts will focus on increasing par-
ticipation in academic and extra-
curricular activities, encouraging
parents to attend school events
and improving communication
about opportunities for family in-
volvement, according to the plan.

Academic achievement goals
include consistent use of Bench-
mark Advance in preschool class-
rooms and Beyond Textbooks in
kindergarten through 12th grade.

Teachers will also use forma-
tive and benchmark assessments,
along with state testing results, to
guide instruction and identify ar-
eas needing improvement.

Campus culture and climate rep-
resent a broad portion of the plan,
according to the board packet.

Priorities include maintaining
safety and emergency prepared-
ness measures, reducing chronic
absenteeism, addressing student
conflicts and aggressive behavior,
and strengthening efforts to pre-
vent student use and possession
of alcohol, vaping products and
marijuana.

The district also plans to use
attendance, behavioral and safe-
ty data to track trends and deter-
mine whether its interventions are
effective.

Fountain Hills Unified School District gov-
erning board president Dr. Richard Rut-
kowski and other board members at the
Fountain Hills Unified School District Gov-
erning Board meeting on Wednesday,
Aug. 19, in Fountain Hills. (Independent
Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

The Portrait of a Graduate goal
centers on preparing students for
life after high school.

Teachers will incorporate the
district’'s graduate competencies
into classroom activities, while
each school site will provide cao-
reer exploration opportunities to
help students identify interests
and potential career paths.

Board members Bernie Hoenle
and Lillian Acker offered positive
feedback following the presenta-
tion.

“I think it's great,” Hoenle said.

“Everything seems to be there,
it's really good,” Acker said.

Allison Kotzbauer can be
reached at akotzbauer@iniusa.
org. Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opin-
ions, as long as they meet our
Civility Guidelines
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Groups plan joint
Veterans Day ceremony

Three local service organizations
in Fountain Hills are planning a joint
Veterans Day ceremony.

American Legion Post 58, Marine
Corps League Detachment 1439
and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
7507 will hold the joint ceremony at
9 a.m. Nov. 11 at the Fountain Hills
Veterans Memorial, 17166 E. El Lago
Blvd., according to a press release.

VFW Post 7507 will be the lead
organization for the ceremony this
year, which will also feature the Cel-
ebrate Kids Choir singing a prelude
to the National Anthem.

For information, visit mtsinaz.wix-
site.com/7507postwebold.

Shah wins CD1 race

Democrat Amish Shah has won
the 1st Congressional District race
in Arizona.

Shah had 179,685 votes, or 52.4%,
as of Friday afternoon compared to
Feely’s 155,688 votes, or 45.4%.

Prior to his run for CD1, Shah won
three elections from the Arizona
House of Representatives in 2018,
2020 and 2022. Outside of his role
in politics, he is an emergency room
physician and pilot who enjoys fly-
ing small aircraft.

Feely was an NFL kicker for six
teams across his 14-year career,
most notably with the Arizona Car-
dinals. He also represented players
through the NFL Players Association
Committee where he represented
teammates with ownership. After his
career, he won five Emmy Awards in
broadcasting.

The CD1 race includes the Scott-
sdale, northeast Phoenix, Fountain
Hills, Paradise Valley, Cave Creek
and Carefree communities.

MORE ONLINE

See more news at yourvalley.net

Questers Four Peaks No. 1207 members Kay Hatcher, Tonie Lindenberger, Betty Crisanti,
Nell Bigley, Alice Helton, Sandy Stafford and Betsy Stambaugh standing by the new
storyboard panels added in 2025 surrounding the Merci Train at the McCormick-Stillman
Railroad Park in Scottsdale. (Submitted photo/Betsy Stambaugh)

Fountain Hills area
group helps with project

The McCormick-Stillman Railroad
Park’s Merci Train boxcar will debut
an updated exhibit Nov. 13, offering
visitors a closer look at a unique
piece of Arizona and American his-
tory.

The exhibit explores the 1949
Merci Train, a gift from the people
of France to the United States in
appreciation for the generosity of
Americans who sent food and sup-
plies to France following World War
Il through the Friendship Train.

Arizona received one of 49 box-
cars filled with gifts from French
communities. lts boxcar is among
the few that remain intact, with its
original contents still accounted for.

Arizona Questers Four Peaks
Chapter No. 1207 helped curate his-
torical stories and materials, shape
the updated exhibit and contribute
approximately $8,000 toward im-
provements.

The group has been involved in

preserving the Merci Train’s histo-
ry, including creating and install-
ing eight educational storyboards
around the boxcar in 2025, accord-
ing to chapter members.

The opening celebration will be-
gin at 1 p.m. Nov. 13 and include a
dedication ceremony and a presen-
tation by Carissa Whiting, curator of
the Merci Train Collection at the Atri-
zona Capitol Museum.

THIS WEEK
INHISTORY

While marketing
Fountain Hills to attract
Valley residents, the original
management team that
created both Fountain Hills
and Lake Havasu City held
the first public event, which
was an Arizona Chili Cooking
Championship on Oct. 28,
1972.
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FIRST RESPONDERS

'y MOREONLINE

Find first responder news online at yourvalley.net.

Vehicle collisions lead Fountain Hills Sheriff’s Office report

The Maricopa County Sheriff's
Office District 7 substation based
in Fountain Hills reports deputies
responded to the following inci-
dents during the time of Oct. 29-
Nov. 4.

Thursday, Oct. 29

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Palatial Drive
where it was reported a driver
was stopped for speed (71 in a
50). A records check revealed the
driver’s license was suspended.
The driver was issued a criminal
citation.

* Deputies responded to So-
guaro Boulevard and Ledferd Lane
where it was reported a driver was
stopped for a traffic violation. A
records check revealed the driver
had an outstanding felony war-
rant. The driver was arrested and
booked into jail on the warrant.

Friday, Oct. 30

* Deputies responded to Pal-
isades Boulevard and Avenue of
the Fountains where it was report-
ed a traffic collision occurred after
a driver failed to control speed
and rear-ended another vehicle

stopped in traffic. No injuries were
reported, one vehicle was towed.

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Fountain Hills
Boulevard where it was reported
a traffic collision occurred after
a driver failed to control speed
and rear-ended another vehicle
stopped in traffic. No injuries were
reported, no vehicles were towed.

* Deputies responded to the
15000 block of East Thistle Drive
where it was reported an unknown
subject attempted to use the com-
plainant’s credit card without per-
mission.

e Deputies responded to the
16000 block of East Avenue of the
Fountains where a violation of a
court order was reported. The sub-
ject was arrested and booked into
jail.

Saturday, Oct. 31

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Fountain Hills
Boulevard where it was reported
a traffic collision occurred after
a driver failed to control speed
and rear-ended another vehicle

® See Call Log on page 15

Check out upcoming activities in Fountain Hills

Week of Nov. 12-18

Fountain Hills Community Cen-
ter is maintaining its schedule of
weekday events within the Cutillo
Civic Center, 13001 N. La Montana
Drive. Most of these activities are
reserved for Community Center
members.

Activities are scheduled as fol-
lows:

Thursday, Nov. 12

*8 a.m., Peer-led exercise; aero-
bic chair exercise.

*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga.

*9:30 a.m., Beginning line
dance; Tai Chi for balance; Mem-
ory Cafe.

*10 a.m., Open paint studio; in-
termediate Spanish.

*1 p.m., Mid/high improv line
dance; table talk women; Hand
and Foot cards.

*4 p.m., Poker.

*5 p.m., Open paint studio; mov-
ie; evening beginning line dance.

Friday, Nov. 13

*The Community Center closed
for the Fountain Festival of Fine
Arts and Culture.

Saturday, Nov. 14

*Available for private booking.

Sunday, Nov. 15

*Available for private booking.

Monday, Nov. 16

*8 a.m., Back fit with Pilates.

*9 a.m., Gerifit fall prevention;
open table tennis.

*10 a.m., Men’s Discussion.

*10:30 a.m., Conversational
Spanish.

*11:45 a.m., Duplicate bridge.

*12 p.m., Sign Language meet
up.
*12:30 p.m., Poker.

*1 p.m., Hi Beg/Low Improv line
dance; Cribbage; Pinochle; Mah
Jongg (all levels).

*4:30 p.m., Chess Club.

*5 p.m., Aerobic chair exercise;
Hand & Foot cards.

Tuesday, Nov. 17

*8 a.m., Peer-led exercise; aero-
bic chair exercise.

*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga;
women’s poker.

*9:30 a.m., Intermediate
dance; Tai Chi for Balance.

*10 a.m., Hooks & Needles;
open paint studio; Medicare Con-
sult.

*11 a.m., Sign Language meet

line

up.
*11:30 a.m., Advanced line
dancing.

*12  p.m., Social duplicate
bridge; blood pressure check.

*1 p.m., Bingo; Mah Jongg;
movie; Swing Time.

*5:30 p.m., Open table tennis.
*6:30 p.m., Ukulele for begin-
ners.

Wednesday, Nov. 18

*8 a.m., Back fit with Pilates.
*8:30 a.m., Intermediate bridge.
*9 a.m., Video gentle yoga.

*10 a.m., Open paint studio.

*10:30 a.m., Parkinson’s Disease
Workshop: Ask a Doctor Q&A.

*12:30 p.m., Poker.

*1 p.m., Scrabble/Rummikub;
cards; Intro to Spanish Language
& Culture.

*2 p.m., Open Jam Session.

*2:15 p.m., Spanish |: Grammar
& Conversation.

*5:45 p.m., Bunco; Photo Enthu-
siasts.
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OVER $2MILLION IN ESTATE JEWELRY

HUNDREDS OF PIECES OF ESTATE JEWELRY
WILL BE BROUGHT IN FOR THIS TWO DAY EVENT!

ESTATE JEWELRY

We’'re thrilled to partner with Beneficial Estate Buyers to bring you hundreds of one-of-a-kind
vintage estate pieces, starting at just $500. From timeless classics to rare statement finds, this is
your chance to own a true piece of history. This trunk show has quickly become one of our most

popular events—and every time, there’s something fresh, exciting, and new to discover.
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OPINIONS WITH CIVILITY

TAKE THE PLEDGE

Yes, | will do my part to help
my community become a safe
place for people to engage
in civil discourse about public
issues. Visit iniusa.org/civility-
pledge/ to take the pledge.

YOUR OPINION

We hope to stimulate debate,
not control it on our opinions
pages. We reserve the right to edit
submitted opinions. We insist on
civility. Please include your name,
physical address and phone
number, so we can contact you for
clarification or confirmation. We
welcome your photo. All opinions
must be no more than 300 words.

Letters judged as personal
attacks or complaints about
neighbors, businesses or other
opinion writers will not be
considered. No person may
submit more than two opinions
for publication during a calendar
month. Two submissions in the
same issue will not be published.
Letter content is the responsibility
of the person who submitted it.

SPEAKUP

We support the use of pen
names. Too many people do
not speak up because they fear
intimidation or even danger to
their families and/or careers. Pen
names are an important part of
our nation’s history.

CORRECTIONS

We prompitly correct factual
errors. We offer a “right of reply”
to the people we cover. Readers
who disagree with a news story
may respond with a letter.

Concerning Sharia law
and the Bible

In the Oct. 28 issue of the Times,
there was a discussion about Sharia
low and Shelby Blecker stated that
there were parts of Sharia law that
“scared him to death” and that he was
not aware of any Jewish laws that said
you can go out and kill someone if they
don't convert.

If you Google “How many places
does the Bible say to kill someone,”
you find that there are over 100 places
where God commands people to kill
others. Offenses punishable by death
include striking or cursing a father or
mother, Sabbath-breaking, gay sex
and marrying without being a virgin
(No penalty for a guy that gets married
without being a virgin).

There is also a passage where Mo-
ses is angry at his soldiers for sparing
some people in a village after a battle
and he commands his men to kill all
the boys and all of the women who
have had sex, but to save the young
girls who are not virgins for themselves.
Then, in more modern times, if you visit
the Alamo in Texas, you find that the
Christians there gave the Native Amer-
icans a choice to convert or be killed.
Nice.

As an aside, | also found it very inter-
esting that God got a lot nicer in the 400
years between the Old Testament and
the New Testament. Google says there
is not one single instance in the New
Testament where God recommends or
commands a human to kill another hu-
man. It's almost as if the people writing
this stuff had a change of heart, so give
credit where credit is due.

Stephen Robb
FounTAIN HILLS

Savor the season
of connection
Welcome November the “Month

ATTENTION PLEASE! 0-»

We are committed to publishing
a variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines

Please send comments to
azopinions@iniusa.org. More
letters are on yourvalley.net.

of Connection.” At least that is what |
call it, because people tend to get to-
gether all month long. Then the culmi-
nating event for most of us will be on
Thursday, Nov. 26, Thanksgiving Day.

Actually, it gets better because food
is the major connector. That makes
this month the perfect time to get the
word out about nutrition. Nature has
come forth with a wonderful lesson
designed to enhance this social time:
Foods that look like parts of the body
are especially good for those parts.
As it turns out the sweet potato, very
popular this month, looks like the pan-
creas, and that means eating it helps
the pancreas do its job of regulating
blood sugar.

Children are not home very much
these days. However, on this one day
many families will gather, and food
will be a big focus. That is great be-
cause eating is both for nutrition and
bonding. We “break bread” to share
time together.

Children really need our help these
days. They have to know that food is
not a toy or something for play. These
are four basic guidelines for teaching
children.

1. Serve them foods that have dif-
ferent colors and textures.

2. Tell them about the need to chew
all food pieces well.

3. Avoid giving them snacks in stroll-
ers, while walking or during play.

4. Serve meals at a table and enjoy
time together.

Here is a quirky thought but a good

one: Books provide nutrition for the
brain, and reading to children is the
absolute best.

However, in reality this activity in-
cludes being able to give your full
attention. Not so easy these days.
Imagine that “in-person” has become
a valued commodity to savor. Savor
it well this November. Happy Thanks-
giving!

Sally Goldberg
FounTtaIN HiLLS

Historic election results

Yes, it was a blue wave! Not a nor-
mal wave, but a tidal wave that swept
through many red states.

| celebrated near Central Park in
New York City. | embraced Haitians,
Colombians, Latinos, gays, trans, Mus-
lims and people from different parts
of the world. Hopefully, someday we
can all open our arms to every human
being.

We are all the same.

We always were until a leader tried
desperately to separate us with hate
and vile language. It almost worked.
It caome dangerously close. So many
listened and believed the inciteful
words.

What an incredible wave. We are
Americans from all over the world. We
always were.

Alfred Southall
FounTAIN HILLS

Mobility an investment
in independence

We may all lose just a little bit of
the spring in our step as we age, but
slowing down does not mean we
need to give up our independence.
Taking time to work on mobility and
balance is a key part of the strate-

gy for aging well and moving confi-
+ See Opinions on page 9
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* From page 8

dently into the future.

As a physical therapist, my focus is
on clients who have suffered injuries
from falls or who are in recovery from
surgeries. Physical therapists also
help treat individuals who can no lon-
ger leave their home safely without
assistance.

Movement is the basis of what
physical therapists are trained to help
patients with, no matter what their
age or condition. Regular physical
activity helps support muscle strength,
mobility of joints, cardiopulmonary
endurance and neuromuscular coor-
dination.

A major concern for many clients
is whether they will be able to main-
tain their mobility and be able to
walk confidently, get up from a chair,
climb stairs or carry groceries safely
into their home. This is a space where
physical therapy can play a major
role in assisting patients to improve
their overall quality of life.

Stability and balance with trans-
fers, standing and walking activities
are critically important and often
something we ignore as we age.

Everyone is at a different level and
may need to focus on different parts
of their body to be able to achieve
their highest level of function.

Among the biggest challenges we
encounter with patients is the thought
of exercise being unnecessary to
maintain their health. Patients often
look at exercise as an obligation, but
with proper education by medical
professionals, including physical ther-
apists, they can see it as an invest-
ment in their future. This will help lead
patients to increased independence
as they age and allow them to con-
tinue doing the things that they love.

Geoffrey Miller

Geoffrey Miller is lead physical
therapist at Home Assist Health.

Fentanyl overdose
statistics are alarming

While deaths from drug overdos-
es across the United States declined
during each of the last three years,
they have surged in Arizona.

From September 2024 to Septem-
ber 2025, our state recorded a 17% in-
crease in overdose deaths — twice the
national average — according to data
from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. It's an alarming trend.

The main culprits are prescription
opioids and illegal opioids like coun-
terfeit pills with fentanyl, which, on av-
erage, are killing five Arizonans each
day, based on tracking by the Arizona
Department of Health Services.

Even in non-fatal opioid overdose
events, fentanyl is the source, with
men between the ages of 25 and 44
at greatest risk.

While it may come as a surprise to
some, fentanyl and other substance
use overdoses can happen anywhere
— from home and the mall to parties
and the workplace.

Fortunately, a potentially lifesaving
medication called Narcan is helping
to reduce the deadly effects of her-
oin, fentanyl and prescription opioid
medications.

In 2021, Terros Health created the
state’s most comprehensive Narcan ed-
ucation and training program to teach
people how to reverse the effects of
fentanyl and prescription opioid medi-
cations in minutes. Since the program’s
inception, more than 22,000 Arizonans
have completed the free training and
Terros Health has distributed more
than 30,000 Narcan samples.

Free training for sports teams,
school districts, companies, nonprof-
it organizations and a host of other
groups are an important line of de-
fense in combating the fentanyl crisis
and the larger drug epidemic.

Dr. Vanna Campion
TERROS HEALTH

Be a Civility Advocate!
Civility Checklist

How to engage in respectful, honest
& civil dialogue about public issues

O Take the high road. Respond to the topic — not the person. Refrain
from demonizing others for their opinions. Assume those you disagree
with are, like you, genuinely interested in improving the community.

O Be respectful. Bullying, public humiliation, insults, name-calling,
harassment, and threats directed at another person — or that person’s
race, gender, religion, ethnicity, etc. —have no place in civil discussions.
Find ways to respectfully disagree without questioning someone’s
character or motives.

O Be truthful. Base your opinions/arguments on facts. Value honesty.
Make only accurate statements when making your point and avoid
exaggeration and stereotypes. When appropriate, cite your sources of
information that others may question.

O Don't misrepresent. Always identify your opinions as opinions (not
stating opinions as facts). Never misrepresent the views of others or
falsely claim your opinions represent someone else. If quoting the words
of others, identify and credit the source.

O Listen & learn. It's both polite and respectful to listen to those we
disagree with (as well as those we support) and be genuine in our attempts
to understand their point of view. Expand your mind by thoughtfully
seeking out views that don't agree with your own.

O Look for common ground. When disagreeing with others, look for
even small areas of agreement — which can be the gateway to working
together for the greater good.

O Respect privacy. Keep private things private — whether it involves
your own information or those with whom you disagree. Revealing
private information about someone else is rude, unethical, potentially
harmful and, in many cases, illegal.

O Set a good example. Practice civil behavior online as well as in public
and in your interaction with others. Encourage others to practice these

civil behaviors. And it's OK to challenge disrespectful behavior — but be
courteous, respectful and helpful in your approach.

Now that you've read the checklist, take
the Civility Pledge at yourvalley.net/
civility-pledge.
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Hidden in the Hills: 30 years of opening studio doors

By Michelle Talsma Everson
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT
NEWSMEDIA

Thirty years ago, Hidden in the
Hills began with artists opening
their studio doors and inviting peo-
ple to see what they were making.

That basic idea has not changed
much. Almost everything around it
has.

The 30th annual Hidden in the
Hills Artist Studio Tour returns Nov.
20-22 and Nov. 27-29, bringing 150
artists to 38 studios throughout Cave
Creek, Carefree and north Scott-
sdale. The free, self-guided tour
runs 10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day and is
billed as Arizona’s largest and lon-
gest-running artist studio tour.

Thousands of visitors spend the
two weekends moving from studio
to studio, meeting artists, seeing
where they work and browsing ev-
erything from paintings and ceram-
ics to sculpture, photography, jewel-
ry and mixed media.

With the tour landing just before
the holidays, it has become a place
to look for one-of-a-kind gifts.

For seven artists, this year carries
another distinction: They were there
at the beginning and have partici-
pated all 30 years.

First- and second-year partici-
pants are also part of the 2026 tour,
and artists travel from across Arizo-
na to take part. This year's partici-
pants include artists from Goodyear,
Tucson, Chandler, Queen Creek and
Fountain Hills, along with others
from across the East and West val-
leys.

That mix gives longtime visitors a
reason to come back. They can stop
in on an artist they have followed
for years, then head down the road
and find someone new.

Jeanne Bonine takes the cover
For the 30th anniversary, one

Jeanne Bonine works in her north Scottsdale studio, where she has spent more than six decades building a career as a romantic
realist painter. (Submitted photo/Jon Linton Photography)

longtime Hidden in the Hills artist
will be especially easy to spot.

North Scottsdale romantic realist
painter Jeanne Bonine’s oil painting
“"Welcome to My World” was select-
ed for the cover of the 2026 Hidden
in the Hills Artist Directory.

Bonine, 82, has been painting
professionally for more than 60
years. Even with a long list of career
highlights, this recognition stands
out for a different reason.

“Although | have received many
honors during 60 plus years of my
art career, including covers of var-
ious art magazines, participating
in museum shows, and having my

work appear on special projects
like Northwest Airlines International
Airline menus, it is still exciting and
meaningful to be elevated by my
peers as | was chosen this year's
cover artist for Hidden in the Hills,”
Bonine said.

She will welcome visitors to Stu-
dio No. 15, where guests can see
“Welcome to My World” along with
new oil paintings, originals and lim-
ited-edition giclées, hand-painted
heirloom glass ornaments, mini oils,
greeting cards and her coffee-ta-
ble book, “Inspirations of Timeless
Beauty.”

Bonine said she hopes the cover

brings some new faces through the
door.

“I sincerely hope to touch all who
enter my world,” she said.

That is still what Hidden in the
Hills comes down to after 30 years:
walking into a studio, talking with
the person who made the work and
seeing a side of the creative process
that usually happens behind closed
doors. The tour may be bigger now,
but that part remains personal.

Hidden in the Hills admission is
free. For the artist directory, studio
locations and participating artists,
visit HiddenInTheHills.org.
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‘Godspell’ rocks out at Fountain Hills Theater

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fountain Hills Theater is rocking
out with Jesus Christ during its next
show.

“Godspell” is set to run at 7:30
p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays
through Nov. 22 at 11445 N. So-
guaro Blvd., according to a press
release.

“Godspell” comes from the mind
of “Wicked” composer Stephen
Schwartz. The musical tells the story
of the Gospel of Matthew and the
life and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

However, “"Godspell” trades its
robes and hymns for rock ballads
and contemporary fashion.

“The music in this show is very
timeless. It takes you through a lot
of experiences through to the cru-
cifixion of Jesus,” Ross Collins, the
show’s director, said. “It's pertinent
today with the message of love and
understanding as opposed to have
avarice.”

Collins said the show aims to
tell the story of Jesus Christ in an
upbeat and positive way to bring
people together.

“It's uplifting. It's a positive vibe
even though it ends with the cruci-
fixion,” Collins said. “There still is
an uplifting ending to the show. It's
trying to get people away from the
hate and divisiveness that's going
and understanding that we're stron-
ger together.”

Music director
agreed.

“One of the most famous songs
in the show is called ‘Beautiful City,’
and Jesus is singing to the people
about how to build a positive com-
munity that supports and loves one
another,” Melberg said. “lt's an
antithesis of Jesus Christ Superstar.
It's a more positive depiction of the
disciples’ lives as opposed to a

Jay Melberg

“Godspell” runs through Nov. 22 at Fountain Hills Theater. (Submitted photo/Patti Torrilhon)

negative story.”

“Godspell” being set in modern
day helps to make the story more
relatable to audiences while also
making it unique compared to oth-
er stories of the life of Jesus Christ,
according to Collins.

“It brings it up to present time. At
the beginning he appears to wear
a robe, but his attire changes to be
that of a more modern-day carpen-
ter as opposed to any kind of reli-
gious figure,” Collins said.

Melberg said the setting is
brought to life by not only the props
and sets, but also the actors taking
part in the show as well.

“The cast is really amazing.

They're excellent singers and danc-
ers, and they have great chemistry,”
Melberg said. “There’'s around 12
different characters on stage, and
everyone has their own unique, in-
dividual viewpoints of the story
that they all experience in different
points of their life.”

Melberg said he believes the
show might provide a good escape
from the onslaught of politics, elec-
tions, and other topics that can be
very divisive in a community.

“I' think everybody is sick to
death of politics and hearing about
it right now,” Melberg said. “This is
the perfect chance to investigate
a life that is positive and uplifting

and maybe could give them hope
for the future.”

Collins agreed.

“I hope they take the energy of
the songs with them, but also the
messages from them,” Collins said.
“I hope that they can take a sense
of calm and peace from it and hold
onto a little bit of hope.”

For more information, visit fhtaz.
org.

Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a
wide variety of reader opinions,
as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.
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Rally

* From page 1

for about 10 years, ever since she's
been open, and she’s an inspiration
as a one-woman show,” Keller said.
“Through all the COVID-19 stuff and
all the snowbirds leaving, she has
remained open, still serving the
community with a smile on her face.
We are so happy that so many

of our people in the com-
munity have come to-
gether to participate

in this blessing.” “

The town will
also be honoring
Woods.

Keller and
Burke said the
town will hold a
ribbon cutting for
her  restaurant’s
10th anniversary
about 1:45 p.m. Nov.
12, and mayor Gerry Frie-
del will present Woods with a
plaque.

“What we want her to see is how
loved she is in the community and
how much support she has,” Keller
said. “She’s a one-woman show so
she doesn't really get to see every-
body supporting her. We really want

She’s a one-woman show so
she doesn'’t really get to see
everybody supporting her.

Bunny Keller
MinDak Gold and Silver

to do the ceremony for her so that
she can feel all the love that the
town has for her.”

Burke added that the business
community in Fountain Hills can al-
ways seek to learn from Woods.

“We're hoping that through this
whole celebration, business owners
can see that she has kept going and
not given up no matter what. When
times were harsh, she persevered,

and exemplified serving
the community for the
last 10 years,” Burke
said. “We also
want to show the
community what
really is import-
ant, and that
is the people
rallying around
our business
,, owners and
each other when
we needed a help-
ing hand.”

Please submit com-
ments at yourvalley.net/letters or
email them to AzOpinions@iniu-
sa.org. We are committed to pub-
lishing a wide variety of reader
opinions, as long as they meet our
Civility Guidelines.

Publish Your Legal Notices Fast & Easy!

Business filing, public notices, court summons, legal
postings = and more - can now be published in your
hometown newspaper!

+ All notices published in your local newspaper AND the
Phoenix Independent — a newspaper that complies with
A.R.S. 10-140.34 and A.R.S 39-201A & B as required by
the State of Arizona for publishing legal notices.

« Includes a notarized affidavit of publication

INDEPENDENT 888-665-3848
legals@iniusa.org

NEWSMEDIA
¢ & C OurC

Get a Phoenix Cannabis Co.

BRING THIS COUPON TO THE DISPENSARY FOR A FREE PHOENIX
CANNABIS CO. PREROLL WITH ANY PURCHASE OF $10 OR MORE.

Expires 11/30/26
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FHUSD seeks to boost enrollment, marketing

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Fountain Hills  Unified
School District governing board
discussed ways to attract more
students and improve the district’s
visibility during its Nov. 4 meeting,
including whether to hire an out-
side company to help with enroll-
ment efforts or handle the work
internally.

The district has explored possi-
bly using Caissa K12, an outside
company that assists schools with
enrollment and marketing, but
concerns about sharing families’
personal information have prompt-
ed officials to consider whether
similar efforts could be handled
in-house.

Kim Garman, the district's reg-
istrar, told board members she al-
ready serves as a primary point of
contact for families considering a
move to FHUSD and often goes be-
yond the typical responsibilities of
her position.

“I'm a one-stop concierge ser-
vice, and | am not being fastidious
in that sense,” Garman said, ex-
plaining she helps incoming fam-
ilies find real estate agents, navi-
gate rentals and home purchases
and connect with local services,
even recommending hairdressers
to families relocating from out of
state.

Garman said she speaks five lan-
guages and can connect incoming
families with mentor families who
can help them navigate the transi-
tion to the district.

Superintendent Valerie Reichler
praised Garman’s role, saying she
meets just about every family who
walks through the district’'s doors
and is a vital part of its enroliment
efforts.

Garman said one of the district’s

The Fountain Hills Unified School District Governing Board members during their Sept.
16 meeting. (Independent Newsmedia/Allison Kotzbauer)

biggest sources of new students
is not neighboring Scottsdale, but
Mesa and Gilbert.

Some families choose Fountain
Hills schools because parents work
in or near the community and can
drop off their children on the way to
work, she said.

She said the district’'s marketing
could use improvement, particularly
its online presence.

“We should be marketing a little
bit more,” Garman said. “Our web-
sites need to be updated, we need
to have different kinds of things pro-
posed to see what we have here.”

When speaking with prospective
families, Garman said she highlights
the close-knit nature of the Fountain
Hills community, where children ride
bikes through town, study together
at Starbucks and meet for slushies
after school.

“We just have to play upon it to
see if we can get this out there, and

see if we can get some more enroll-
ments that way,” she said.

Garman said the district’s current
enrollment losses are largely tied to
families moving out of state or leav-
ing the area for jobs and more af-
fordable housing, rather than choos-
ing other schools because of what
they offer.

“I can't stop those families,” she
said.

She also pointed to Fountain
Hills" housing market as a challenge
to attracting and retaining families.

With median home prices ex-
ceeding $800,000, limited hous-
ing options for larger families and
no new residential developments
planned, she said convincing some
families to return could be difficult.

However, Garman estimated
about 45% of students who leave
FHUSD for Scottsdale Unified School
District eventually return.

“They find out that being at a

2,400-person school is not as fun as
they thought it was going to be,” she
said.

Board President Richard Rutkow-
ski asked Garman how she thought
families would respond if the district
hired Caissa K12.

“You're not going to be received
very well,” Garman said, predicting
families would question how the
company obtained their personal
information.

Board member Fran Murray sug-
gested another opportunity could
come through expanding the dis-
trict'’s Little Falcons preschool pro-
gram once it moves to the elemen-
tary school campus.

“Especially if they're already
on the elementary school campus
they’ll get excited about maybe
wanting to stay, the parents will
see all the fun stuff that's going on
at the elementary school,” Murray
said.

Garman said improving the dis-
trict's website and marketing mate-
rials, and getting prospective fam-
ilies onto campus for tours, should
be priorities. Once families visit the
schools, she said, most choose to
enroll.

Board members generally
agreed that FHUSD could strength-
en its online presence through its
own website and other community
platforms, including the town'’s web-
site and real estate websites. Board
member Kim Duckworth was absent
from the Nov. 4 meeting.

Allison Kotzbauer can be
reached at akotzbauver@iniusa.
org. Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions,
as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines
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Call Log

¢ From page 6

stopped in traffic. No injuries were
reported, one vehicle was towed.

* Deputies responded to the
18000 block of East Horse Shoe
Bend where it was reported that
an unknown subject used the vic-
tim’s personal information without
permission.

* Deputies responded to the
15000 block of East Palisades Bou-
levard where a domestic violence
assault incident was reported.

* Deputies responded to the
16000 block of East Avenue of the
Fountains where it was reported a
driver was arrested for DUl after a
single vehicle traffic collision.

* Deputies responded to the
13000 block of North Fountain
Hills Boulevard where a private
property vehicle collision was re-
ported. It was reported that one of
the drivers left the area without re-
porting the incident or exchanging
information. The driver was locat-
ed and issued a criminal citation.

Sunday, Nov. 1

* Deputies responded to the
16000 block of East Shea Boule-
vard where it was reported that a
subject assaulted the employee of
a business after a disagreement.

* Deputies responded to the
14000 block of North El Sobrante
Avenue where it was reported that
an unknown subject broke into a
parked vehicle.

Monday, Nov. 2

* Deputies responded to Pal-
isades Boulevard and Center
Street where it was reported a
vehicle collision occurred after a
driver failed to yield at an inter-
section and struck another vehicle.
No injuries were reported, no vehi-
cles were towed.

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Technology Drive
where it was reported a traffic col-

lision occurred after a driver lost
control of their vehicle and struck
another vehicle. No injuries were
reported, no vehicles were towed.

* Deputies responded to the
17000 block of East Calaveras Av-
enue where it was reported three
subjects damaged a building by
throwing rocks into the windows.

* Deputies responded to Pali-
sades and Shea boulevards where
it was reported a traffic collision
occurred after a vehicle made an
unsafe lane change and struck
another vehicle. No injuries were
reported, no vehicles were towed.

* Deputies responded to the
16000 block of East Shea Boule-
vard where it was reported that an
unknown subject shoplifted items
from a business.

Tuesday, Nov. 3

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Palatial  Drive
where it was reported a driver
was stopped for criminal speed
(82 in a 50). The driver was issued
a criminal citation.

* Deputies responded to the
16000 block of East Shea Boule-
vard where it was reported that an
unknown subject shoplifted items
from a business.

Wednesday, Nov. 4

* Deputies responded to Sa-
guaro Boulevard and Ledferd
Lane where it was reported a driv-
er was stopped for speed (48 in
a 35). A records check revealed
the driver’s license was suspend-
ed and the driver had a valid
warrant. The driver was issued a
criminal citation and arrested and
booked into jail on the warrant.

* Deputies responded to Shea
Boulevard and Palatial Drive
where it was reported a driver
was stopped for criminal speed
(76 in a 50). The driver was issued
a criminal citation.
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Q&A: Get to know Fountain Hills’ Geoff Yazzetta

Member of the Dark Sky
Center

By Andrew Lwowski
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Fountain Hills Times
Independent continues its Q&A
series with familiar faces around
town. This is an opportunity for
readers to get to know more about
their neighbors, whether they're
from the school district, working in
Town Hall or a resident with a story
to share.

This week, Geoff Yazzetta, a man
of many facets in town, takes on
The Times Independent’s questions.

Name: Geoff Yazzetta

Occupation: Chief Operating
Officer

Hometown: Los Angeles

What | do: | manage the day-to-
day operations of a commercial
cleaning company that serves HOA
common areas and amenity spac-
es, model homes, and apartment
unit turns. Our clients span the
Valley, from Queen Creek to Wick-
enburg, and we're in an exciting
period of growth. Outside of work,
I'm involved in a number of volun-
teer efforts here in Fountain Hills.

What's one thing you want peo-
ple to know about you? | find hu-
man movement and performance
fascinating, and I'm very passion-
ate about both. Before moving to
Arizonaq, | coached CrossFit part
time at a gym in Los Angeles,
where | had the opportunity to
work with everyone from profes-
sional athletes to people who had
been sedentary for years. Though
they were on opposite ends of

the fithess continuum, their needs
differed by degree, not by kind. Ev-
eryone benefits from a proper diet

Geoff moved to Fountain Hills five years ago but
is now involved in many town activities. (Photo
courtesy of Geoff Yazzetta)

and regular exercise. Our bodies
were designed to move, not sit all
day. Coaching allowed me to see
firsthand how following a simple
but consistent plan can produce
life-changing results for anyone. It's
never too late to start!

How are you involved in the local
community? After moving to Foun-
tain Hills in late 2021, | joined the
Fountain Hills Leadership Academy
the following fall (Class 6, 2022).
As a new resident, | found it was
the perfect launchpad for getting
involved and learning about the
many organizations that make
Fountain Hills such a great place.
I'm grateful there are so many
ways to put my skills to work in this
community. | currently serve as vice
chair of the Town’s Strategic Plan-
ning Advisory Committee and as a
board member for both the Inter-
national Dark Sky Discovery Center
and the Fountain Hills Cultural &
Civic Association. | also serve on
Mayor Friedel’s Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Committee and the

Fountain Hills Chamber of Com-
merce’s Public Policy Committee.

What drew you to your communi-
ty? | visited Fountain Hills many
times before making it my home in
late 2021. Coming from Los Ange-
les, | always found it to be a wel-
come retreat from the hustle and
bustle of city life. As an amateur as-
tronomer, | noticed the International
Dark Sky Community signs during
my first visit in 2019 and knew there
was something special about this
town. Little did | know those signs
were hints of my future involve-
ment in the International Dark Sky
Discovery Center project. Also, the
views here are spectacular! | don't
think | will ever tire of watching the
sun rise over the mountains every
morning.

How did you get into your career?
| spent a decade in Los Angeles
city government, starting as a cam-
paign canvasser and rising to dis-
trict director, where | oversaw the
delivery of municipal services for
approximately 275,000 residents.
Over those years, | managed many
complex, multi-year infrastructure
projects that required patience,
coordination, community building,
and keeping a lot of moving parts
on track. That experience gave

me a strong foundation in project
management, operations, and
working with a wide range of stake-
holders. | came to see how those
skills could open new doors in the
private sector, and when the right
opportunity for career growth came
along here in Fountain Hills, | took
it. Today, | put those skills to work
growing a business, building and
leading teams, and maintaining
strong client relationships.

What inspires you? People have a
phenomenal capacity to do great
thinas, and I'm inspired by what

we can accomplish when we work
together. The International Dark
Sky Discovery Center is a perfect
example of this. The idea for the
Discovery Center took shape not
long after Fountain Hills earned its
Dark Sky designation in January
2018. Our board of directors and
staff have worked tirelessly over the
years and have overcome many
obstacles along the way. The build-
ing itself is an incredible sight, and
the programming inside will be
even more impressive. We are right
around the corner from opening in
early 2027, and this one-of-a-kind
facility will educate and spark curi-
osity in countless visitors.

What do you do in your down-
time? In my free time, | enjoy read-
ing and collecting old books, and
lately I've been fascinated by the
history of resource and infrastruc-
ture development in the American
West. | like watching classic mov-
ies, and as a California native, |
watch Huell Howser’s “California’s
Gold” reruns whenever I'm feeling
nostalgic for the Golden State.
Sharing the night sky with people
is near and dear to my heart. You
can often find me and my tele-
scope at private stargazing events
with Night Sky Tourist and at public
events hosted by the International
Dark Sky Discovery Center.

Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opinions,
as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines. Andrew Lwowski can
be reached at alwowski@iniusa.
org.
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FHUSD budget override measure posts strong lead

By Allison Kotzbauer
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The Fountain Hills Unified School
District’'s budget maintenance and op-
erations override ballot question ap-
pears headed for a win.

The measure has received 7,097 yes
votes, or about 57.08% of total votes
tabulated, against 5,336 no votes, or
42.92% of the total votes counted so
far, according to Maricopa County’s
unofficial results as of the morning of
Nowv. 6.

For final results, check online at fh-
times.com.

FHUSD Superintendent Val Reichler
spoke during the governing board’s
Nov. 4 meeting that even if the over-
ride does not pass, she is thankful to
everyone who has supported the dis-
trict.

“My phone’s been ringing off the
hook all day, and | just want to put a

o

TO AGE
YOUR WAY

The Fountain Hills Unified School District likely won’t have to cut its budget next year as
voters appear to have approved a measure extending the district's 15% maintenance
and operations override during the Nov. 3 election. (Fountain Hills Times Independent

file photo)

sincere thank you out there to every-
one who has come out to believe in
Fountain Hills,” she said.

The measure asked voters to re-
new the district's existing 15% M&O
override for another seven years. The
override provides approximately $1.2

million annually to support the district’s
operating budget.

If the results hold, the override would
provide additional funding for teacher
and staff salaries, classroom instruc-
tion, student programs, transportation,
campus safety, athletics, fine arts and

other extracurricular activities.

The owner of a Fountain Hills home
valued at $467,130 is estimated to pay
approximately $78 annually under the
override.

If rejected, the existing override
would begin phasing down, resulting
in an estimated $400,000 reduction in
funding annually over each of the next
three years before the funding expires
entirely.

The override accounts for approx-
imately 13% of the district's mainte-
nance and operations budget. District
officials have said the funding helps
maintain educational programs and
services amid approximately $2.3 mil-
lion in budget reductions over the past
two years.

Final results will determine whether
the district’s existing override is contin-
ued for another seven years or begins
its scheduled phaseout.

CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!
(602) 786-7178

11415 N 114th St,

Scottsdale, AZ 85259
AndaraSL.com

Lic. No: AL12312C &
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Q&A with NJLC Pastor Philip Gustafson

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Name: Philip Gustafson

Age: 72

Occupation: Interim Pastor

Hometown: Erie, Pennsylvania

What | do: | serve New Journey
Lutheran Church as its interim pas-
tor, serving as pastor until a new
pastor is called there.

When and why | moved here:
| began Aug. 1, 2026, and live in
Sun City.

What | like most about living
here: | love most about Fountain
Hills are the people. Those | have
met at New Journey and others
that | have met while | am in town.

Questions:

What is something most peo-
ple don’t know about you? That |
am an introvert.

Who is your inspiration and
why? My father — though death
has separated us for 32 years,
his model of being a parent and
grandfather based on values of
family and faith continue to inspire
me. He also never let situations
define him, but he defined the
situations and that inspires me in
ministry and coaching to not let
circumstances define me and that
my value of faith and family shape
that identity.

At the end of the day, what
brings you the most joy? To count

Pastor Philip Gustafson of New Journey Lutheran Church. (Submitted photo/Philip Gus-

tafson)

the blessings | have received and
to know that | have blessed some-
one else.

What are the opportunities

cgeserl‘ Creeé

P
SUNDAY SERVICE 10am

Would you like someone to pray with you?
The Healing Room is open Saturdays
between 9am and 11am

15024 N. Ivory Dr. Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
Pastor Rod Warembourg

DesertCreekFellowship.com

you see in your community and in
your church? To build healthy rela-
tionships that honor God and build
up the community. To assist mem-

Weekly Bible Studies

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

bers of the community and church
in discerning the blessing that they
are and the blessings they have
received. That can come often by
helping them reframe what they
perceive around them.

What is your favorite thing
about New Journey Lutheran
Church? The people of New Jour-
ney as they seek to be a blessing
to others, those they know and
those they don’t know but believe
they can be blessed. In this time of
pastoral transition they embrace
hope.

What kind of legacy do you
want to leave behind once you
step down from your position or
retire? My goal is to have them be
as healthy and prepared as possi-
ble whenever their new pastor ar-
rives. The legacy | always hope to
leave is for those | journey with to
be in a better place than when we
began our time together.

What does the town of Foun-
tain Hills mean to you? It is a
beautiful community that seeks to
be impactful (in the best way) to
residents and visitors.

Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing
a wide variety of reader opin-
ions, as long as they meet our
Civility Guidelines.

SCOTTSDALE BIBLE CHURCH

Join us on Sundays: 9am or 11am
15202 N Fountain Hills Blvd
scottsdalebible.com

@ |ssC
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GriefShare holding seminar for the holidays

GriefShare is holding a holiday-themed semi-
nar in Fountain Hills.

The event, GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays,
is a stand-alone session meant for attendees to
learn how to face the holidays after a loved one’s
death.

The $10 event takes place 10 a.m.-noon on Nov.
14 at JOY Church, 13430 N. Saguaro Blvd., accord-
ing to a press release.

The seminar will feature video interviews with
counselors and grief experts covering topics
such as dealing with hard-hitting emotions, tradi-
tions, surviving social events, finding comfort and
strength and more.

Although the event is Bible-based, it is open to
all beliefs and faiths. Attendees will also receive
a Survival Guide filled with tips, ideas, exercises
and more to get through the holiday season.

For information, visit joychurchaz.com.

GriefShare is holding a holiday-themed stand-alone ses-
sion on Nov. 14. (Submitted photo/GriefShare)

Retirements Next Steps Workshop
Nov19™ at4 pm

SMILE FOR LIFE! " 4 John Kramer

A CONFIDENT

Loan Officer

« Missing Tooth (single or multiple) mm 1 wm

o Fractured Teeth Starlight Mortgage, Inc.

« Sore or Loose Partial Dentures « Does right sizing to a smaller or more convenient home make sense?
S L C 1 D « Is right sizing an option in retirement if income has decreased?

e dS0re or Loose Lomp ete Dentures « Is it better to pay a mortgage off when you retire or keep higher

balances in retirement accounts?
« Can I use funds from retirement to buy an investment property?

EXPe rience QualitY7 « Create opportunities to help people sell or buy
Comprehensive Dentistryin a
Caring, Personalized Environment

PLUS A

Implant conSUIt Karen DeGeorge UPDATE Jill Templeton-Haislip

Accredited Buyer Representative, Short Seniors Real Estate Specialist, Resort &
Sale and Relocation Resource, and Certified Second-Home Property Specialist and Military
Luxury Home Marketing Specialist Relocation Professional

RSVP to Jilledegeorgepartners.com or 303-204-4432
16872 E. Ave of the Fountains #103, Fountain Hills, AZ | 480-225-3766 | www.degeorgepartners.com

480-816-1011

16921 E. Palisades Blvd., Suite 111
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

www.Krauterdds.com




20 NOVEMBER 11,2026 | FOUNTAIN HILLS TIMES INDEPENDENT | FHTIMES.COM

From left: FVV Patriots guest speaker Dave Hagen and Program Coordinator Bruce

Frobes. (Submitted photo/Bruce Frobes)

Fountain View Village
Patriots visited by son
of WWII vet

The Fountain View Village Patri-
ots were visited by a son of a World
War Il veteran at their recent meet-
ing.

Dave Hagen spoke to club mem-
bers Nov. 3, according to a press
release by club president Bruce
Frobes.

Hagen’s parent’s, Arlyn and
Thelma, were part of the “Greatest
Generation” during World War I,
with his father Arlyn serving in the

Normandy Landing, the Liberation
of Paris, the Battle of the Bulge, the
Remagen Bridge, as well as Post VE-
DAY Occupation.

Hagen also told club members
that his mother had saved all of his
father’'s letters from the front line,
which he showed to members at the
meeting.

For more information on Fountain
View Village, visit cogirusa.com/
communities/fountain-view-village/.

Artists’ Gallery

to hold live

demo for gourd artist

The Fountain Hills Artists’ Gallery
is set to hold a live demo for a local
gourd artist.

Artist  Michele Mulleady  will
demonstrate her creative process 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 17 at the gallery,
16858 E. Avenue of the Fountains,
Suite 103, according to a press re-
lease.

Mulleady enjoys the unique shape,
texture and character of each gourd,
allowing her to make each piece she
creates one of a kind.

For information, visit fountainhill-
sartistsgallery.com.

An example of the work of Michele Mul
leady. (Submitted photo/Fountain Hills Art-
ists’ Gallery)

Club briefs for the
week of Nov. 9

Community Center bridge
winners posted

Contract bridge is played every
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Community
Center. Membership in the Com-
munity Center is required to partic-
ipate.

Winners from Oct. 30 include
Merry Hill Klein in first place, Gerd
Brinkman in second place and
Cathy Marco in third place.

Social duplicate bridge is played
from 12:30-3:30 p.m. on the first and
third Tuesday of the month. For the
North/South group on Nov. 3, first
place went to Cliff King and Anita
King; second place went to Sally
Gibbs and Donna Herrman; and
third place went to Elaine Dowling
and Suzy Muzzarelli. in the East/
West group, first place ent to Merry
Hill Klein and Joyce Stehlik; second
went to Suellen Russell and Karen
Lindley; and third place went to
Sharon Harvey and Martha Craner.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly
welcomes newcomers

Those looking for weight-loss sup-
port and to start or continue their
journey of weight loss are invited
to join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) Fountain Hills chapter every
Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Chapter meetings are held at Joy
Church, 13430 N. Saguaro Blvd. Use
the front entrance of the church and
follow the signs.

Al-Anon holds regular meetings

Al-Anon family meetings are held
each Saturday from 9:15 to 10:15
a.m. at Shepherd of the Hills Luther-
an Church in the classroom building.

The only requirement to attend
is that there be a problem of al-
coholism in a relative or friend. At-
tendees will find hope as members
share their experiences, strength
and hope.

Shepherd of the Hills is located
at 16150 E. El Lago Blvd.



FHTIMES.COM | FOUNTAIN HILLS TIMES INDEPENDENT | NOVEMBER 11, 2026 21

Fall morning in
Fountain Hills

Resident Peter Volny wanted to share his view of “another spectacular Fountain Hills sunrise” with
readers, submitted Friday morning, Oct. 30. (Submitted photo/Peter Volny)

Town manager receives
recogmtlon

i

< K)UVTAI\ “"‘L\ .

Fountain Hills Town Manager Rachael Goodwin, left, received the Arizona Cities and Town's Week proc-
lamation, awarded by Vice Mayor Gayle Earle, during the town council’s Oct. 20 meeting. The week
of Oct. 18-24 was proclaimed as Arizona Cities and Town’s Week in Fountain Hills. Goodwin plays an
essential role with the town in providing services that ensure safety, quality of life and community
well-being. (Independent Newsmedia/Andrew Lwowski)

Glori;l
Joan Melin

Gloria Joan Melin,
a longtime resident of
Fountain Hills, passed
away at home on
October 25, 2026, at
the age of 88.

Originally from De-
troit, Michigan, Gloria

and her husband,
Fred, spent a decade
as snowbirds before
making Fountain Hills
their permanent home
in 2018.

Her family was her
life and her proudest
achievement. She
would do anything
for her large family.
Sunday dinners were
always at Mom’s, and
Christmas was espe-
cially precious to her.
Her home filled with
many more children
than she had ever
given birth to, and
she welcomed every
one of them. She also
loved karaoke, where
she was happiest
listening to Fred sing.

Gloria is survived by
her husband, Fred; her
children Skip (the late
Toni), Colleen (Mel
Smith), and Freddie
(Shelley); her grand-
children Brian, Jenny,
Lisa, Tracy, Sarah,
Sean, James, Rachel,
and Kristi; twenty-one
great-grandchil-
dren; and several
great-great-grandchil-
dren.

She was preceded in
death by her children,
Cookie Busquaert
(survived by her
husband, Mike) and
Mark Cleary, and her
granddaughter Carrie.

A Celebration of
Gloria’s Life will be
held at a future date.

NO MONTHLY
MORTGAGE PAYMENT"

A reverse mortgage can help
homeowners age 55+ access home
equity for greater financial flexibility
without required monthly mortgage
payments.* Whether you're looking to
increase cash flow, reduce expenses,
or simply explore your options,
Richelle is here to provide experienced,
personalized guidance every step of

the way.

& Equal Housing Lender
*Borrower must occupy home as primary residence and remain current on property taxes, homeowner's insurance, the costs of home maintenance, and
any HOA fees. **Please consult a tax advisor. Corp NMLS ID 1025894, Licensed by the Dept of Financial Protection & Innovation under the CA Residential
Mortgage Lending Act, License 4131356. These materials are not from or approved by HUD or FHA. nmisconsumeraccess.org Exp 08/2029 #4534078479

o

)

Richelle Hopkins NMLS ID 724068
Your Local Fountain Hills

Reverse Mortgage Advisor
(602) 312-7801
rhopkins@mutualmortgage.com
ReverseRichelle.com

More freedom for

the life you love

Benefits of a Reverse Mortgage

No monthly mortgage
payment*

Turn home equity into
tax-free** cash

Stay in the home you love, or
buy the home of your dreams

Call for Your Complimentary In-Home Appointment Today!

(1) REVERSE RICHELLE

Powered by Mutual of Omaha Mortgage*
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NORTH VALLEY PREPS

Fountain Hills sophomore breaks school record

All eight Falcons qualify
for state

By Andrew Lwowski
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Sophomore Nate Schlossberg
set the new Fountain Hills High
School cross country record with
a time of 16:40 during the Falcons
Sectionals meeting Thursday, Nov.
5, at Crossroads Park in Chandler.

The previous record was set in
2012 by Scott Jarriell at 16:46.

Schlossberg began his race with
a 5:17 in the first mile.

"It felt amazing to break the re-
cord,” Schlossberg said. “I have
worked so hard for it and | tried
my absolute best in that race and |
delivered.”

Now with his name etched in
school history, Schlossberg says
it's an honor and expressed his re-
spect for the Jarriell family for their
records before him.

“The top four guys in the Sec
tionals raced hard until the final
half mile when Nate pulled away,”
head coach Andrea Hall said. “No-
body could close the gap and he
easily won..We knew it was pos-
sible to break the record and get
the win, but everything had to fall
into place. We had a great day,
perfect race plan and he was men-
tally and physically ready for both
to happen.”

Schlossberg said his goals for
State is to earn a top-15 finish and
move up 30-plus places from his
freshman season.

"I am confident in my abilities to
perform well at this state meet this
year,” he said.

Maddox Bryan was the second
Falcon to cross the finish line and
snagged the final medal spot with
a 14th-place finish and a 19:25
time.

Levi Lara came in with a time
of 21:02, followed by Logan Harri-
son’s 21:07 and Julian Baggenstos’
21:20.

“A team is only as strong as their
fifth runner, and Logan and Julian
are the toughest guys I've had in
cross country,” Hall said. “They are
giving 100% and dig deep to the
finish line every single race.”

The girls also had a strong out-
ing, led by sophomore Ellie Prescott
who finished seventh and earned a
top-10 spot for the second straight
year.

Both freshman Lexi Hall and Ali-
son Cruz Lopez medaled and qual-
ified for state. Lexi Hall finished be-
hind Prescott for eighth place and
Lopez finished 14th.

“This girls team has really turned
it on in the second half of the sea-
son,” Hall said. “They work togeth-
er, push each other and are always
encouraging. It is so rewarding to
see all three make the State team.”

The AIA State Championships is
Nov. 14 in Cave Creek. The boys
will race at 8:15 a.m. and the girls
at 9:05 a.m.

Please submit comments at
yourvalley.net/letters or email
them to AzOpinions@iniusa.org.
We are committed to publishing a
wide variety of reader opinions,
as long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines. Andrew Lwowski can
be reached at alwowski@iniusa.
org.

Top: Sophomore Nate Schlossherg separated himself from the pack to finish with a new school record
ahead of the overall State meet. (Submitted photo/Andrea Hall)

Bottom: Head coach Andrea Hall, left, and the Falcons cross country team had a successful Section-
als meet where all qualified for State. (Submitted photo/Andrea Hall)
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Pet selling scams
increasing in Arizona

By Joe Duce
BETTER gJSINESS}i%UREAU

She wanted a Chihuahua puppy
and thought she found it online.

The woman paid half of the $425
price, and would pay the other
half when she received the dog. It
seemed fair. Then she got the texts.

The shipping company needed
$800 for a special shipping crate.
The insurer demanded $1,000 for
in transit pet protection. Overnight
puppy nanny care would cost $450.
She paid it all with cash and gift
cards.

When the woman smelled a scam
and wanted a refund, the “breeder”
wanted $1,200 more to start that
process. She paid it all. There was
no puppy. She lost $3,800.

Better Business Bureau
ScamTracker shows online scam pet
sellers taking thousands from eager
buyers excited to bring home a cute
pet at a great price.

The American Kennel Club says
the majority of online pet sellers are
scams.

And the scams seem to work the
same way: low advertised price
followed by many undisclosed fees.

A Chandler woman says, “they
kept asking for more and more
money after saying we were done
paying for stuff.” She lost $2,100.

Many of the complaints point to
two big scam warning signs: They're
asked to pay with gift cards or
cryptocurrency and they are never
allowed to see the pet in person.

If you're looking for a pet online:

* Research the breeder/business
name and look for accredited
breeders at bbb.org.

*Run a general online search for
complaints. If you can't find the name
or there are no reviews, beware.

Online pet scams are increasing around the
state. The Better Business Bureau recommends
several steps to avoid getting scammed. (Metro
Creative Connection)

* Talk to the seller and see the
pet in person. If that's not possible,
demand a live video call to do it.

* Do not send money through wire
transfer, gift cards or cash apps. Use
a credit card for and follow up to
make sure it was not misused.

*|f you're concerned about a
website, conduct a reverse image
online search of pet pictures. If they
show up on multiple sites, it's likely a
fraud.

* And consider a visit to your local
animal shelter first.

The American Kennel Club
allows you to search for breeds and
locations at its marketplace website,
marketplace.akc.org.

If you lost money in a scam,
contact your local police and file a
complaint with the Federal Trade
Commission.

Report it to BBB at bbb.org/
scamtracker.

Join us for a patriotic performance
by Elvis, followed by a special recognition

of our veterans with a certificate and
pinning ceremony.
RSVP BY 11/7 | OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

RDA A Q0 P

Al Spider-Man:
]_4 Brand-New Day

Nzolv L f Your Lif
ove of Your Life
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28 Master Plan

SCHEDULE YOUR EXPERIENCE TODAY!
Call (480) 836-5000 o i
fountainviewvillageaz.com :==: (-»I'-\

I I
16455 East Avenue of the Fountains, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
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BUSINESS STORIES

MORE ONLINE

See more Business news at yourvalley.net.

‘Reverse Richelle’ teaches reverse mortgages

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For those intimidated by a reverse mort-
gage, fear not.

Richelle Hopkins is here to help with her
Fountain Hills Business Reverse Richelle, a
partner of Mutual Omaha Mortgage.

Her business, which was founded in
2023, aims to help Fountain Hills residents
ages 55 and older understand reverse
mortgages and not be afraid.

“Some of my clients have a mortgage
on their property, so we pay off their for-
ward mortgage with the reverse mort-
gage, which eliminates a mortgage pay-
ment,” Hopkins said. “Other people have
a home that's free and clear and they're
basically sitting on all of this equity that
is locked up and they don't know how to
access it without a monthly mortgage pay-
ment becoming a burden.”

The focus of Hopkins' business is edu-
cational. Her first consultation is free, and
she offers follow-up meetings in case her
clients need to know anything else or have
any other questions.

“I'm an educator at heart. | educate
these people about how a reverse mort-
gage works, from the history to the pro-
cess, and I'm here with my clients in a

concierge experience,” Hopkins said. “I'm
not just a one-and-done transaction. My
clients are with me for life. They are able
to call me down the road if they have any
questions that pop up.”

It was important for Hopkins that her
business be conducted in person, instead
of over the phone or Zoom.

She wanted to make sure clients could
learn from her firsthand.

“l bring a personal approach to the
community. | meet with people at their
kitchen table and | encourage adult chil

Richelle Hopkins

of Reverse Richelle
aims to educate
people about
reverse mortgages.
(Independent News-
media/Connor Van
Ligten)

dren to come. I'm basically that local
connection that people can meet at their
kitchen table rather than over the phone,”
Hopkins said. “...Being able to actually sit
at the kitchen table helps, especially since
people learn differently.”

And a big part of that is dispelling the
fear her clients may have.

“Reverse mortgages are typically ta-
boo because people don't know enough
about them. So with Reverse Richelle, I'm
right out the gate in their face,” Hopkins
said. “And | help uncover or dissolve the

mystery in reverse mortgages...| sit down
and | go through history, truth and facts,
and updated information. | dispel a lot of
the myths that are out there, and | bring
a customized education to that, because
everybody’s situation is different.”

Hopkins aims to uncover what her cli-
ent's needs are and makes sure they un-
derstand the mechanics of a reverse mort-
gage and how it could help them.

“l am an educator for people who just
want to learn the facts,” Hopkins said.
“My intense experience allows me to go
through and truly customize each conver-
sation in each proposal.”

Ultimately, Hopkins hopes her clients
come away from their meeting with her a
little bit less scared of a reverse mortgage.

“My goal ultimately in my professional
career is to bring reverse mortgages as a
household name to the table, just like any
other mortgage product,” Hopkins said. “If
| can impact one family at a time, educate
them, and come in and be a solution that
is given using their home equity to help
them overcome what is stopping them
from their living their best retirement
life, that is my goal.”

For information, visit mutualreverse.
com/lo/richelle-hopkins/.

Phil’s Filling

Station

recognized

Phil’s Filling Station received the Mayor’s Business Spotlight
during the Fountain Hills Town Council meeting on Oct. 20,
presented by Mayor Gerry Friedel. Friedel stated Phil’s Filling
Station has become a staple in town, calling it “a cornerstone
gathering place.” The restaurant came to be in 1999 and of-
fers a nostalgic feel and an extensive Coca-Cola collection.
“Phil’s has become known for bringing people together outside
the dining room,” Friedel added. “Cruising at Phil’s created a
popular gathering place for car enthusiasts, events and visi-
tors.” (Independent Newsmedia/Andrew Lwowski)
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PET OF THE WEEK:
WE LOVE OUR PETS

JOINTHEFUN &
SUBMIT YOUR PET TODAY

Email Steve at sstockmar@iniusa.org or
use the QR Code to save a step.

MEET OPAL

Meet Opal the service dog. He
lives with Hydie Pfeifer.

Specializing in Medicare products, plan comparisons, and more

SeniorLife Insurance Solutions
Christine Itami
480-694-7753 CALL

chris.itami@gmail.com

Call Or Email To Schedule
Your Complimentary Consultation

TODAY

news
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD T0-DO LIST

Local artist holds open
house for community

The Fountain Festival of Fine Arts and Crafts returns Nov. 13-15. (Submitted photo/Foun-

tain Hills Chamber)

ARTS AND CRAFTS

ABOUT: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Nov.
13, 14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Nov. 15, in
downtown

INFO: View and purchase the
work of hundreds of artists in Foun-
tain Hills in every category and me-
dium, while also enjoying the food
from numerous vendors.

WEB: experiencefountainhills.
org/p/upcoming-events/annu-
al-event/fountain-festival-fine-arts-
crafts

ART GALLERY DEMO

ABOUT: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 17
at the gallery at 16858 E. Avenue of
the Fountains, Suite 103

INFO: Local gourd artist Michele
Mulleady will demonstrate her cre-
ative process in a free session at the
gallery.

WEB:
com

fountainhillsartistsgallery.

MEET SANTA

ABOUT: 9-10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.-
noon Nov. 28 at the Fountain Hills
Community Center, 13001 N. La
Montana Drive

INFO: Meet Santa and enjoy
some food at these two local com-
munity events. The second event is
for families with kids who have au-
tism or special needs to meet with
Santa in a safe environment.

WEB: fountainhillsaz.gov/239/
Community-Center

PARKINSON’S WORKSHOP

ABOUT: 10:30 a.m. Nov. 18 at the
Fountain Hills Community Center
13001 N. La Montana Drive

INFO: Experts on Parkinson'’s dis-
ease will come discuss the disease,
symptoms, treatment options and
more.

WEB: secure.recl.com/AZ/foun-
tain-hills-az/catalog

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fountain Hills resident Jack Mor-
ris has been doing art for nearly his
entire life.

Morris will be parting with many
of his beloved pieces at his open
house 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 20-21 at
17019 E Calle Del Sol.

These art pieces include paint-
ings, collages, birdhouses, jackets
and more.

“I'm pretty much selling all the
paintings and collages that | have
at half price,” Morris said. “The rea-
son being, for any artist, you’ll build
up a lot of work. And the only thing
you want to do is move it out, so
you can make more art and create
some new stuff.”

Some of that work was contribut-
ed by Morris’ sister, Michele Morris
Regan, who contributed on the dec-
orated jackets that will be sold at
the open house.

Morris Regan said she got the
idea from when Jack sold decorat-
ed shirts when they lived in Mexico.

“I went to Goodwill for the jack-
ets, and | told Jack to just paint up,”
Morris Regan said. “I started putting
in positive affirmations. I'm a yoga
instructor, so I'm trying to bring in a
more spiritual side of it.”

Jack said that he’s excited about
his fans coming in to purchase his
art.

“I'm excited for people that are
my followings coming in to see my
new work,” Morris said. “l have peo-
ple out in Rio Verde. Their whole
house is Jack Morris.”

Michele said that Jack’s art has
been a huge part of her life for so
long and is always excited to see
what he comes up with.

“I grew up with his artwork. My
mother was an interior designer
and she could display his art so
beautifully in our childhood home,”
Morris Regan said. “I liked seeing
his journey, because you could tell
with Jack that if he was in a dark
place, his art was very dark. Right
now, it's very bright, because he's in
a good spot emotionally.”

Jack Morris
and his sister
Michele Morris
Regan pose
with some of
Jack’s art he
will be selling
on Nov. 20 and
21. (Indepen-
dent Newsme-
dia/Connor
Van Ligten)
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Local author to release new picture books for kids

By Connor Van Ligten
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Fountain Hills resident, author and
art director Matt Clement is about to
release two picture books to the pub-
lic.

His books, “Seven Little Donks and
the Secret Map” and “Queen Michelle
and the Tiny Seeing Lens,” follow the
adventures of a group of seven trav-
eling miniature donkeys in a magical
kingdom.

Clement said he got the idea when
he lived in Atlanta.

“When we lived in the outskirts of
Atlanta, when | would drive my kids to
school, every day for seven years we
passed this little meadow and some-
times there would be little donkeys in
it” Clement said. “Over time, we be-
gan to greet them. We'd be excited
when they showed up, and disappoint-
ed if they weren't there.”

The Verdes

16969 E Bobhwhite Way $520,000
19007 E Lazo Ct $1,250,000
Homes sold this period: 3 Median Price:
Same period last year: 3 Median Price:
Fountain Hills

14120 E Canyon Ridge Ln $1,978,142
14151 E Canyon Ridge Ln $2,216,368
12137 N Finch Dr $570,000

13700 N Fountain Hills Blvd apt 254 $221,900
13700 N Fountain Hills Blvd apt 255 $249,900
13700 N Fountain Hills Blvd apt 321 $349,500
13700 N Fountain Hills Blvd apt 333 $212,500

14 Median Price:
21 Median Price:

Homes sold this period:
Same period last year:

Area Home Sales

October 19, 2026 - October 23, 2026

Properties listed may have been sold by various Brokers &/or Owners.

Local resident Matt Clement is publish-
ing his first two picture books on Nov. 13.
(Submitted photo/Matt Clement)

Clement said he and his kids would
play games related to the donkeys
to pass the time, such as giving them
names, making up an origin, which
eventually became the backstory for
the lore of his books.

“One day, | sat down and | just
started pouring it into print, and start-

18649 E Mcdowell Mountain Dr $660,000
$660,000 Average price:  $810,000
$793,853 Average price:  $805,790
15625 E Greystone Dr $1,250,000
17412 E Grande Bivd $535,000
14136 E Harmony Ln $2,200,000
16653 E Kingstree Blvd $855,000
15734 E Robin Dr $910,000
14647 E Shadow Canyon Dr ~ $1,240,349
16702 E Westhy Dr aptA $395,000
$712500  Average price:  $941,726
$799,900  Average price:  $941,478

ed writing in verse what this story and
backstory of these little donks might
be,” Clement said. “The story was
poured out around five years ago,
and we moved to Arizona. There's a
large presence here in Arizona with
donkey rescues, and so that became
the impetus for the purpose of this sto-
ry. Ultimately, | just decided it was time
to illustrate and get it done and put it
out in print.”

Clement said he thought it would
be fun to produce a book that would
support teachers and donkey rescues
at the same time.

“The idea of supporting them
through a creative outlet is the purpose
of this book and this series. | appre-
ciate what those places do,” Clement
said. “Every book comes with an activi-
ty pack that allows for coloring pages,
a treasure hunt, and they're available
at a discount to rescues. Sell the book,
and get some money for your rescue.”

Although his kids are in college
now, they also found a lot of joy in see-
ing their father make his passion proj-
ect a reality.

“The donks started out as some-
thing we drove past every day. Over
time they became part of our life, and
our relationship with them kept grow-
ing until they were a cornerstone of our
family,” said Matt’s son Nolan Clem-
ent. “This book has been in the mak-
ing for over seven years, and it's been
special watching my dad stick with it
the whole way.

Nolan's brother Harrison agreed.

“My dad wanted to bring this idea
to life for the longest time, and it brings
me so much joy to finally see him do
it,” said Harrison. “He poured his heart
into every page. The donks have been
part of our family for as long as | can
remember, so seeing them in a real
book feels like watching a piece of
home come alive.”

—— 2026 Fountain Hills —

COMMUNITY GUIDE
& BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Information for visitors, newcomers & residents
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CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

T2 4 |5 7 |8 |9
10 1 12 CLUES ACROSS facturer 2.Fit to be sold 33. Midway between
1. Tire pressure metric 45, Romanian river 3. Rather northeast and east
13 |14 15 16 17 |18 4, Request 46. Personification of pity 4. Collected 31. Glowing
1. Clairvoyance 41, Makes upset 5.Abaglike structureina 38, Lists of items to be
19 10. 0070s creator Fleming ~ 50. Discuss again plant or animal discussed
11. Male adult 54, Medical instrument 6. Irish rap group 39. An informal body of
23 12. Norse mythological 55, Support 7.Ageless friends
55 figure 56. Informal term for 8. Lists indicating cur- 40. Indispensable quality
- 13. Coffin cloths money riculum 41. Neural structures
57 128 129 31 132 133 15. Breeze through 51, Catch doing something 9. Pokes at 42, Brews
16. Ladyfish genus wrong 13. Public television station  43. A place to dock
34 35 19. We all take them 59. Prehistoric people 14.They __ 44, Festive singer
21. Nobleman0s jurisdic- 60. Large African antelope  17. Cooking tool 41.Sino-Soviet block
36 tion 61. Automobile i 18. Separately managed (abbr.)
23. Members of U.S. Navy 62.0Losing My Religion0  account 48. Northernmost point of
- 45 - 24, Rummy-like card game  rockers 20. Iron-containing mainland Wales
S ARITRRLE S 25, Unable to move 63. High-resolution scien-  compound 49. Most worthless parts
26. Type of horse tific instrument 22, Swiss river 51, Type of Obear0
=7 27.Parted _ 64. A major division of 21, Former French coin 52, Take or consume
30. WomanOs cloak geological time 28. Electronic counter- 53. Defunct European
56 57 158 59 34.South Americanplant 65 Attempt measures organization
35. Prohibit 29, Taxi 58. Swiss river
60 61 62 36. Something one takes CLUES DOWN 31. Helps little firms
. 41, Dish detergent manu- 1. Indoor plant 32. Unhappy
63 64 65 SOLUTION ON PAGE 31
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MUSIC - COMEDY - JOUSTING - FEASTING
GAMES - RIDES - SHOPPING

iNDEPENDENT NEwsmepia HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS 39T ANNUAL ARIZONA

& ARTISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

PEB. 6 'APR. 4

Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College Sat., Sun., & Pres. Day - 10am-6pm

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:

%@

Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village

Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

& Kz @&

Equipment Co.

Meresrvarmio: ARIZONA.RENFESTINFO.COM

30 (AT AT QLA AT AT AU AT (A0 AT AL AU AT AL AT AT AL AT AT A
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BUSINESS DIREGTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US: INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADSQINIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

EMAILS:
azads@inivsa.org
legals@iniusa.org

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL US AT

888-665-3848
Employment Automobiles

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from
work-at-home programs -
if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
that itis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291.6222
for previous complaints.

Warehouse & Office
Assistant

Solar Blaster, a
Fountain Hills maker
of solar-powered fans
and skylights, is hiring

areliable, hands-on
assistant for shipping,
warehouse work,
computer work and
general help.

Must be able to lift
25 Ibs and work with
hands and basic tools.
Graphics, social
media and
writing/blog
experience a plus.

Part time, with room
to grow to full time.
Starting pay depends
on qualifications.
Mon-Fri, 8am-3pm.

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
& MERCHANDISE RATES STARTING AT #45 STARTING AT *60
szo PER MARKET - 30 WORDS for one column by three-inch for one column by three-inch
advertisement advertisement

Your ad appears in the newspaper

of choice plus online

%5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

WANTED  older cars
1940’s 50's 60's 70's
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have

Inthe Classifieds!

480-375-8959 or email 888-665-3848
oldcar@usa.com iniusa.org/classifieds

Cellular

Consumer Cellular-

OVER 507 UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956

NGut:ers -
THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
= — Ar;plv= LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
sales@ Ask
WANTED, PART TIME| | solarblasterfans.com LI T R L ety
$25$3000  PER| | or4807477097 Doug: 480-363-3464 % 0
HOUR, RIO VERDE| | 16530 LaserDr., Cindy: 623-329-8980
AREA 6028823266 | | Ste 6, Fountain Hills FREE ESTIMATES €
Licensed, Insured, Accredited E
iniusa.org/classifieds Get a quick response to
e tGIClinE any item you may be selling
Just a ctick away with a classified ad.

Email us at: azads@iniusa.org

Electrlcal,
plumbing,
painting,
landscaping,
window
cleaning,
gate repair &
replacement,
power washing
decks &
patios, and
more.

40 years experience
Fountain Hills resident over
30 years

Call Jimmy at

602-570-2931
Not a licensed contractor

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

CLASSIFIEDS

+ Weed Control

0 ADVERTIS N THE CLASSIEDS
888-665-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

+ Landscape Installation/Maintenance
+ Tree Trim/Cactus Trim and Removals
+ Move In and Move Out Cleanings
+ Install gravel/stone or refresh old

+ Property Cleanup

« Yard lighting LED or traditional

« Irrigation Install & Repair

+ Monthly, Quarterly & 1 Time Cleanups

No Contract Necessary

Gheck Us Qut
ONLINE!

Independent Newsmedia

iniusa.org/classifieds

WORK

Buy. Sell. Hire

623-972-6101

Legal Services

STERNFELS & WHITE »u.c
Empbhasis in:

* Business Law

* Estate Planning:

Wills/ Trusts
* Real Estate Law
* Probate
* Trust Administration CALL
TODAY,

(480) 816-9985 Fax (480) 8165342
16803 E. Palisades Blvd.

Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 - website: sternfelslaw.com

Legal Services

Engage the Expertise of
Robert E. Thomson, PLC
Attorney at Law
Exclusively Estate Planning

480.351.8667

Trusts - Wills - Powers of Attorney
Admitred to practice L in Avizona nd Calitornia

Complimentary initial consultation - Your home or my office
16803 E Palisades Blvd. Fountain Hills, AZ 85268-3824

RET@robertethomson.com - www.robertethomson.com
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Miscellaneous Painting LET Miscellaneous Sun Screens

EQUNTAINHIELS ELKS) ~SVERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER Smsm
BARESALE| OMAHA STEAKSW erds 1 Auning
Saturday, November 21st @ 1pm SINCE 1917 SAVE $350
Come get your baked goods for your K"“W - when you transform
Holiday Table and a great opportunity your patio into an

outdoor oasis.
to check out The Elks lodge.
Open To The Public
PR R EYIT UM o Instant shade at the touch of a button.
16726 E' EI PUEbIo BIVd‘ saAVE $350 Torgx;! ® Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.
© Up o 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Miscellaneous ARE
I onAv Butcher’s Deluxe Package
I:I N NGI I_ 2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
A A 2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.) g
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.) lounneighborhoodlhasibeenlrezoned
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.) or hadn’t you heard?
Your I.ife Your Purpose 4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 0z.) Right now, government officials
. ° . p ° R ES U LTS 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (32 OZ') have to pui)lish their intentions in the newspaper,
Yo ur Fl nancia I P I an. including where they intend to build facilities
82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE $89 you don't want down the block.
Terry D. Cox TO M O R ROW But that will change if some politicians get their way.
AAMS® WMS Financial I Advisor They want to put public notices online instead,
www.tdc.financial / terrycox@tdc.financial TO Advemse Ca” GET 8 FREE sMAsH BURGERS on $89+ orders buried on some little-seen, rarely visited government website.
office 480-837-4500/ rax 844-272-1923 W/’” THE C'MS'SIF/[DS'/ Don’t let the government keep you in the dark.
16845 E. Ave. Of The Fountains, Suite 106
) OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301 Tell lawmakers to keep public notices in the public’s eye.
: 888-665-3848 000" Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ
|n|usa.org/c|a55|ﬁeds See jor details. Expirt 423 Read public notices in this newspaper or search online: www.arizonapublicnotices.com

Viscellaneous
GROVES'
$44.99 FREE
12 PEARS - #PEIX .,.:SA ZE )
_ Now $37.99 ZZ&Zy SHIPPING
s Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box | #483x 9 PEAS -sPeSK King Comice Pears
it 855-680-8709 use Code H7YG41 GALL 1'888'254'0535 PlTTMAN DAVIS.COM/P7YF35
Shiping H a I € G roves.co m/ H 7 YG 41 ICHIVER] I*Véeo[lgelrv]h?lgdsfuiz{yei:’igsftogoyr:g I;:sa;)\{:cr]tig:ng[rlnIsf/T]:s)p?y?Ei]rii?;#pEch?l)s(iomet IC: PTYF35

Senior & Military

vo H K Discounts

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs « Roof Replacements - Flat Roofs Coatings « Tile « Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing - Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles A

& John York - Owner/QOperator

> > ' ®
BGO2-705=-5209 ... e SﬁeSwISSCOlmw 24-HOUR ORDERING: Call 866-635-5895
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Miscellaneous Public Notice Notice to Creditors

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF MARICOPA
COUNTY, ARIZONA

In the Matter of the Estate of:

Elizabeth Dianne Alexander, Deceased.

Case Number: PB2026-006952

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. Appointment: Kristine Irene O’Connor
has been appointed Personal
Representative of the Estate of Elizabeth
Dianne Alexander, who died on July 25,
2026.

24-HOUR ORDERING: 866-654-1485

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

P“ZZIIE ON PAGE 28 2. Deadline to File Claims: Creditors must

present claims within four (4) months of
the first publication date, or within sixty

(60) days of receiving direct notice,
S |1 A|lS | K E|S|P whichever is later, or they will be
permanently barred.
AN M N T|Y|R
3. Submission of Claims: Claims must be
mailed or delivered to the Personal
PIA|L L S A|C|E E|L O|P|S Representative at the address provided
below.
B|{RIE|A|T|H|S E{A|/R|L|D|O M 17220 E. Hillcrest Dr. Fountain Hills, AZ
85268
S|IE|A|B|E|E|S C|IA|N|A|S|T|A Publish: Fountain Hills Times Independent,
November 11, 18, 25, 2026/51593_1
E|{D|E|D PIE|IL]|I |S|S|E

U MB|R|A|G|E C|A|S|C|A|D|E
S|A|DID|E|N|S RIE|A|R|G|U]|E
S R|{I IN|G|E E|{S|IP|O|U|S|E
B E|A|D N|A|B olL | m C your legal notices
G|N|U c R RIE|M FAST & EASY!
Business filing, public notices, court
S| T|M E|R|A T|IRI|Y summons, legal postings and more can

now be published in your hometown
newspaper!

> All notices published in your local newspaper
AND the Phoenix Independent - a newspaper that

Oul‘ Readers amm Your customer s complies with AR.S.10-140.34 and ARS.

39201A & B as required by the State of
When you advertise in the Independent your message Arizona for publishing legal notices.
will reach our loyal readers. You could get a whole
new crop of customers to your door.

Contact us for your complimentary marketing Email: legals@iniusa.org
consultation. Reach your new customers today! C all: 888' 66 5_3 8 4 8

< 888-665-3848
INPEI:EMNEDPNT azads@iniusa.org

- Publish: Fountain Hills Times Indef October 21, 28, November 4, 11, 2026/50410_1

> Includes a notarized affidavit of publication

)
’)HN\I PEPEN DENT

WSMEDIA
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Real Estate

Team
Fountain Hills
2024 & 2025

Join The Pellegrini Group - MCO Realty
as we celebrate one of Fountain Hills'
favorite Thanksgiving traditions!

THANKSGIVING MORNING

NOVEMBER 26, 2026
Fountain Hills Turkey Trot | 5K Run & Fitness Walk

7:15 AM | Avenue of the Fountains
Lace Up & Join the Fun!

REGISTER TODAY!

EsagE

EXPERIENCEFOUNTAINHILLS.ORG

The fun doesn’t end at the finish line!
Stop by our office after the race for
complimentary coffee, donuts and a front-row
seat to enjoy the Thanksgiving Day Parade!

Share the spirit of giving!
Bring a canned food donation for
Extended Hands Food Bank and help make
the holiday brighter for neighbors in need.

PELLEGRINI

GROUP

Tony Pellegrini 480-600-1057
Susan Pellegrini 480-600-4035

Designed for Living Together- 7))
Wq% MARKET UATE

15757 E Tepee Drive AIFOFIS 852h6|8
Offered at: $1,749,900 Novernber3, 2026
\www.tourfactory.com/3251783

$949,500

Elevated % &m&c;@hg MEDIANLISTPRICE
at The Overlook in FireRock
16034 E Summit View Drive $394

Offered at: $1,850,000
\wvvw.tourfactory.com/3254281

PRICE PER SQFT

114

AVERAGE DAYS
ON MARKET

eggzr)o in the Fountain Hills
iews | Walkability | Effortless Living
17221 E Diamante Drive

Offered at: $940,000
\www.tou rfactory.com/3254004

174

INVENTORY

Single-Level, NO STEPS
16130 E Cholla Drive

Offered at: $1,299,000
\vvvvvv.tourfactory,com/3252%0

MCO

REALTY
& [ MLS

rim] << Scan the QR code to see all of our listings!
480-315-1555 | WwWw.85268.COM | HOMES@85268.COM

Give us a call to Experience the Pellegrini Difference! ' |
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