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For years, Goodyear residents have asked
for more dining options closer to home. Now,
many of those requests are starting to show
up in actual restaurant announcements.

As Goodyear’s population and employ-
ment base continue to grow, the city is at-
tracting restaurant groups that may not have
considered the West Valley five or 10 years
ago. At the same time, residents are asking
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for more than simply more places to eat.

“The market is reaching a point where it
is catching up with the growth in Goodyear,”
said James P. Smith, Goodyear economic de-
velopment director. “We have experienced
continued residential growth, a growing em-
ployment base and more people choosing
to spend their time and money closer to
home.”

Smith said residents are looking for more

¢ See Dining Page 10

From left, Chris Kienlen
and Nicole Spinato-Kien-
len join Jaime and Antho-
ny Spinato in celebrating
the 50th anniversary of
Spinato’s Pizzeria & Fam-
ily Kitchen in 2024. The
family-owned Arizona
restaurant is known for
its longtime Valley roots
and Chicago-style pizza.
(Submitted photo/Angela
Moneyhon)

Litchfield
Park plans
tree donation
program
after storm
damage

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Litchfield Park faces an estimated
$425,000 bill to remove and replace
about 50 palm trees damaged from
recent storms, and city staff are de-
veloping a way for residents to help.

Public Grounds Superintendent
Kevin Hamilton outlined a proposed
tree donation program during an
Oct. 21 City Council presentation,
saying the palms identified for re-
placement were “confirmed dead
or going to be dead.”

Residents Kelly Bohm and Beth
Jordan approached the city with a
proposal to restore trees and cre-
ate a long-term plan to protect and
grow its canopy. Their idea helped
shape the sponsorship program
Hamilton presented.

“This program is a great way to
celebrate their effort, instill pride in
our city, and preserve our rich histo-
ry,” Hamilton said.

* See Storm Page 24
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

Imagine your home, totally organized! | remeofies s rantes

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!

40% Off pis

Free Installation

PLUS TAKE (0)

AN EXTRA 15 /O Off
Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $980
or more, 30% off any order of $680 or more, on
any Everyday™ Closet, Garage, Home office, or
other products with any complete unit purchase.
Take an additional 15% off any order of $980 or
more. Free installation with any complete unit order
of $850 or more. Not valid with any other offer.
Offers and prices are subject to change without
notice. With incoming  order, at time

of purchase  only. Offer Expires on 12/16/26. Offer
not valid in all regions.

18 MONTH
SPECIAL FINANCING!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.
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Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

:602-536-6221 ©

www.closetsbydesign.com
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Locally Owned and Operated.
Licensed and Insured: ROC 365768
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artificial intelligence allin ~ INVISIBLE RECHARGEABLE Al-POWERED

the size of a device smaller
than a dime.
Exclusively at American Meclical Hearing Centers
AMHC CHANGING HEARING WITH INTELLIEIT™ A |-
IntelliFit Powered Precision Hearing Care
Qur proprigtary Al-powered approach, combined with our
expert knowledge, ensures the best possible hearing cutcome,

Maximize your hearing fo your personal preferences using arifficial intelfigence
Mewer has there been a more eccurate fitting to your personal prescripdion
Swrweyed 1010 Providers experienced better petient outcomes with intelfFit™

IntelliFit can even help with the performance of your existing hearing aids.

TRY & INTELLIFIT ABSOLUTELY FREE FOR 45 DAYS-

NO COST, NO OBLIGATION!

CALL IMMEDIATELY DUE TO LIMITED AVAILABILITY.

2 VALLEY LOCATIONS
Goodyear Surprise

*2026*

CHOICE

AWARDS

(623) 253-0369 (623) 269-8067

15557 W Roosevelt St, Ste 105 15341 W Waddell Rd, B 106 . .
In Parkway Village Plaza - In between Pizza Hut In Bashas'Plaza - Next to Marley Park Dentistry Voted #1 Hearing Aid

and Motor Vehicle Services Center in Arizona

5-Star Rated by Patients on Google

‘ ) American Medical
% Hearing Centers

Clinics located in Florida & Arizona
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MORE ONLINE

See more news at yourvalley.net

Officer Lisa Faison has received a
2026 Women Leading IT Award from
Info-Tech Research Group, the city
announced.

The research and advisory firm
recognizes women in information
technology for leadership, innovation,
promoting inclusive workplaces and
supporting future technology leaders.

Faison oversees Goodyear’s

will be adventure areas put in
along McDowel Road and Van
Buren Street as well as connections
to nearby neighborhoods.

Construction is set to begin in
December with a groundbreaking
set for 10 a.m. Dec. 3.

Goodyear officer resigns
amid license plate reader
issue

A Goodyear officer resigned
last month as the city’s police
department investigated the
potential misuse of automatic
license plate readers, authorities
said Friday.

@ 888-665-3848

LitchfieldParkIndependent
0 GoodyearIndependent

@ YourValley

Advertising
azads@iniusa.org

Newsroom
aznews@iniusa.org

Goodyear Community

gbilgl}tari?s, Kristopher Jackson submitted technology strategy and operations, Park to get renovations

o 1 s@lm_“sa‘org his resignation effective Sept. 17, including systems that support city The city of Goodyear is planning
Eggl‘:@lﬁfl‘:ﬁrg but the department continued employees and services for residents.  renovations at the Community Park,
Staff its administrative investigation Faison was selected from including the moving of the dog

“to ensure a thorough review of hundreds of nominees for the

Noah Flug, Delarita Ford,
Richard Smith, Steve Stockmar
Newsroom

Patrick O’Grady

the allegations and appropriate
accountability,” according to a
release. The investigation resulted in

broader 2026 Info-Tech Awards
program, according to the city.

park.

A Land and Water Conservation
Fund grant will fund the $2.6
million to move the dog park

Editor-in-Chief three “SUStO'ned p0|lcy Violations,” ° from the pqu's northwest corner
Frank Dias, Greg Garcia, the department release stated. They Bullard Wash trail to its northeast corner, complete
A.nn Kampmeyer, Debbie Kelly, included abuse of authority, violation app.l'OflCheS complete with shade structures, a chilled

Lisa Norman of body-worn camera policy and design drinking fountain with dog bowls,

Advertising Consultants dishonesty, police said

Police Chief Brian Issitt
determined termination would have

The Bullard Wash Trail in
Goodyear is approaching its final

waste stations, lighting and agility

Erik Maurer, Mona Lisa Navarrette, feqtures

Erica Odello, Chris Pitts,

Chris Williams . R design, with city officials saying The city also will spend $5
Advertising Designers been the appropriate disciplinary ey gre 95% complete. million on a playground renovation
Kathleen Kotzbauer action had the officer remained The city’s Parks & Recreation project, with the design expected

Business Operation Manager employed by the department. to be completed in December and

construction starting in January.

Committee was provided

Charlene Bisson information on the $32 million

President & CEO Goodyear technology project during an October meeting. The playground will have an
chief receives leadership CI'[Y staff sald.the ng Buren gwotlon.theme, occordmg to
Trailhead design will include information from staff during a
YourValley.net award . . .
— restrooms, a classroom and a city Parks & Recreation Committee
Take the Civility Pledge Goodyear Chief Information demonstration garden. There also  meeting.

Yes, I will do my part to help my community
become a safe place for people to engage

in civil discourse about public issues. Visit
iniusa.org/civility-pledge/.

10 ways to give back in
Litchfield Park and Goodyear

Find local volunteer time to get started and there are

ere plenty of opportunities to give
opportumtles ahead of back around Litchfield Park and
the holidays

Goodyear. Here are five places
in each city where you can get
involved.

Litchfield Park
* P.W. Litchfield Heritage

This publication is offered free of charge in an
effort to keep our neighbors informed, as well
as to support the local business owners who
make up our community. Please support their
business. Every effort is made to avoid errors,
misspellings and omissions.

If an error comes to your attention, please
accept our sincere apologies and notify us.

&9 This newspaper is recyclable,

= ’ biodegradable and contains recycled
materials.

Copyright 2026. All rights reserved. No part of
this publication can be printed or reproduced
without the publication’s permission.
Independent Newsmedia Inc., USA, assumes
no responsibility for unsolicited material.

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

v [
Organizations in Litchfield Park and Goodyear
offer opportunities to volunteer ahead of the
* See Volunteer Page 9  holidays. (Metro Creative Connection)

If you've been meaning to
volunteer, the holidays are a great




YOURVALLEY.NET | LITCHFIELD PARK/GOODYEAR INDEPENDENT | NOVEMBER 2026 5

her next family gatherlng, her next adventure and welcommg anew f 4
grandchild. As one of the nation’s largest and most advanced cance‘rm;_/
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Former agent brings sk111s to council

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Suzanne Allen entered Federal
Bureau of Investigation training as a
certified public accountant with no
firearms experience.

Today, the Litchfield Park City
Council member brings lessons from
a decade with the bureau to a dif-
ferent kind of public service, where
asking questions and building rela-
tionships still matter.

As a special agent in the FBI's
Phoenix Division, Allen used her ac-
counting skills to follow the money
in securities and investment fraud
cases. The job also taught her how
to earn the trust of the people af-
fected.

“That's happened to me a lot
where victims are not always com-
fortable coming forward and admit-
ting that they’ve been defrauded of
money,” Allen said.

Her accounting  background
helped her investigate complex fi-
nancial crimes, but becoming a
special agent meant stepping into
unfamiliar territory. A lengthy hiring

process, including a hiring freeze,
tested her patience.

Still, she was determined to pur-
sue the opportunity.

“If I dont do it now, I'll regret not
doing it,” she recalled thinking.

Before joining the FBI in 2012,
she worked in Arizona’s General
Accounting Office. Once with the
bureau, she reviewed bank records,
interviewed people and worked
alongside forensic accountants.

Her days could include prepar-
ing for search warrants, testifying or
helping another squad with an op-
eration.

One early case she worked in-
volved someone who defrauded
fellow members of a religious orga-
nization. Allen recalled victims who
had lost everything and appreciat-
ed having someone driven to hold
the person accountable.

By 2021, Allen was the FBI's pri-
vate sector coordinator, building
relationships with businesses and
sharing information about potential
threats. She said that work helped
prepare her to bring people togeth-

Suzanne Allen, right, receives her FBI
credentials from then-FBI Director Robert
Mueller. Allen joined the bureau in 2012.
(Submitted photo/Suzanne Allen)

er on City Council.

Allen left the bureau after about
10 years to spend more time with
her children and help her husband
open The Pilot Clinic, a direct primo-
ry care and aviation medicine prac-
tice in Goodyear.

“I had a great career. | was real-
ly happy about it,” she said. “I was
looking forward to the next step.”

That step eventually led her to
local government. A West Valley na-
tive, Allen served on Litchfield Park’s

board of freeholders before running
for City Council in 2024. She was
elected that year and sworn in Jan.
23, 2025.

Her investigative habits remain
useful. She’s not afraid to asks ques-
tions, sometimes several times, to
make sure she understands an is-
sue.

“I really feel like we are operat-
ing transparently, and that’s why I'm
not afraid to ask the questions that |
think are important,” she said.

Her accounting experience also
informs her attention to capital im-
provement plans, spending priori-
ties and the long-term consequenc-
es of financial decisions.

Looking ahead, Allen wants to
support Litchfield Square’s devel-
opment and help Hilltop become a
destination where community part-
ners work together. She envisions a
more connected city that welcomes
neighbors from across the West Val-
ley while preserving its history and
sense of community.

“I want to make sure that we
keep it special,” she said.

Matt Paxton gives lessons on legacy in Litchfield Park

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

For Matt Paxton, sorting through a
lifetime of personal belongings starts
with something that won't fit in a box:
the stories.

The “Hoarders” personality
brought humor and downsizing ad-
vice to Litchfield Park Oct. 21 during
Sun Health's “Treasures & Tales” at
the Hilltop Theatre and Concert Hall.
His message centered on what fam-
ilies pass down, from treasured pos-
sessions to the memories that give
them meaning.

“Sometimes legacies are big,
sometimes they are small,” Paxton

* See Lessons Page 15

FILTH
FORTUI‘GES

Matt Paxton, known for his appearances on “Hoarders,” speaks during Sun Health's “Treasures & Tales” event Oct. 21 at the Hilltop
Theatre and Concert Hall in Litchfield Park. (Noah Flug/Independent Newsmedia)
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JBS Roofing delivers expert » SINGLE ROOFS
craftsmanship and lasting >» TILE ROOES
protection for Paradise Valley’s
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we guide homeowners with
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BUSINESS IN BRIEF

LS =
Goodyear leaders and representatives from Baywood Hotel pose with shovels Oct.
12, 2026, during the groundbreaking for an AC Hotel by Marriott at GSQ in downtown
Goodyear. The 135-room hotel is expected to open in early 2028. (City of Goodyear)

AC Hotel breaks
ground in downtown
Goodyear

Construction began Oct. 12 on
a 135-room AC Hotel by Marriott at
GSQ in downtown Goodyear, with
an opening expected in early 2028.

The hotel will overlook the 2-acre
Civic Square Park and include a
lounge, bar, business center, out-
door pool and more than 1,200
square feet of meeting space. It is
expected to create about 30 permo-
nent jobs.

“The hotel will bring new visitors
to our downtown, support local busi-
nesses and create new employment
opportunities, while giving residents
and visitors another reason to spend
time in GSQ,” Goodyear Mayor Joe
Pizzillo stated.

The hotel will add lodging to the
district's mix of restaurants, retail,
offices, health care and education.
Recent openings include Black Rock
Coffee Bar, Firebirds Wood Fired
Grill, First Watch, Kura Revolving Su-

shi Bar and Trader Joe’s. The district
also includes Banner Health and
Avila University Arizona.

Other businesses announced or
under construction include CAVA,
California Fish Grill, Fogo de
Chdo, Flower Child, J.Crew Fac-
tory Outlet, Lovesac, Nordstrom
Rack, Postino, Sephora and Spina-
to’s Pizzeria.

Jared Jewelers opens
store at Gateway

Crossing

Jared Jewelers has opened a
store at Gateway Crossing and do-
nated $20,000 to St. Mary’s Food
Bank to mark the opening.

The 9995 W. McDowell Road
location is the first in the United
States to feature Jared’s newest
store design, according to the com-
pany. Representatives from Jar-
ed and the West Valley Regional
Chamber marked the opening with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Oct. 15.
Jared presented a check to the

MORE ONLINE

See more Business news at yourvalley.net.

]y,

¥

Goodyear Mayor Joe Pizzillo and West Valley Regional Chamber President and CEO

-~ »

Jeffrey Campos join a ribbon-cutting ceremony Sept. 24 celebrating the opening of
Firebirds Wood Fired Grill in Goodyear. (ICR)

food bank during the ceremony,
saying the donation would help
provide 100,000 meals to individu-
als and families across Arizona.
The store held a grand opening
celebration Oct. 17. The location
sells fine jewelry, engagement and
wedding rings, and new and pre-

v h_mm
Representatives from Jared Jewelers
and the West Valley Regional Chamber
take part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony
Oct. 15, 2026, outside Jared’'s new store
at Gateway Crossing. (St. Mary’s Food
Bank)

owned luxury watches. Its Jared De-
sign & Service Center offers custom
design consultations, restoration
and care for jewelry and watches.

Firebirds opens

Goodyear location

Firebirds Wood Fired Grill cel-
ebrated the opening of its first
Goodyear restaurant at 14848 W.
McDowell Road with a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony.

The ceremony was original-
ly scheduled for Sept. 8 but was
postponed until the end of Sep-
tember after the opening was
delayed. Goodyeary Mayor Joe
Pizzillo and West Valley Region-
al Chamber President and CEO
Jeffrey Campos attended. The
approximately  5,600-square-foot
restaurant serves hand-cut steaks
and seafood prepared on an ex-
posed wood-fired grill.
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volunteer the fourth Frida y of each month at MEPLBPLRRY0YX0Y BB B BB BB BB DY 0H, BB 00888, BB BB B BB 0

* From page 4

Center: The museum will pause
operations as it prepares for a
new facility, but programs and
events will continue.

Ask about helping through
the volunteer form at pwlhc.org/

volunteer-information or call 623-

535-4414.

* TheShop@CLP: This thrift
shop at The Church at Litchfield
Park, 300 N. Old Litchfield Road,
supports church missions.

Ask about available roles at
623-935-3411 or apply at clp.
breezechms.com/form/shop.

* St. Peter’s Episcopal Church:

Volunteers regularly prepare
meals for veterans 9-11 a.m. on

400 S. Old Litchfield Road.
Call 623-935-3279 to confirm

upcoming meal preparation shifts.

e Litchfield Elementary School:
Support students and teachers at
255 E. Wigwam Blvd.

Volunteers must be 21 or older
and receive approval before
participating.

Apply through the district,
lesd79.org/page/volunteer-at-
lesd79, allowing at least two
weeks for approval.

e Litchfield Park Recreation
Center: Coach a youth sports
team. Coaches must be 18 or
older and complete screening
and training.

Download a coaching

* See Opportunities Page 13

MUSIC - COMEDY - JOUSTING - FEASTING
: GAMES - RIDES - SHOPPING

39TH ANNUAL ARIZONA

SSANCE
ESTIVAL

& ART ISAN MARKETPLACE
NINE FESTIVE WEEKENDS

FEB. G-APRO 4

Sat., Sun., & Pres. Day - 10am-6pm

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT:

@ ADELTA PN TiGumness ﬁ»@ St

Meresrvarmio: ARIZONA.RENFESTINFO. COM

Each year, nearly

18 million ER visits
result in a hospital stay.
Expert emergency care when you need it.

Advanced care when you need more.

24/7 Expert  Connected to the Access to hospital,
Emergency Care  Abrazo Health Specialty Care &
Network Rehabilitation

Compassionate Care
Close to Home

Abrazo
(\‘ West Campus

. Visit AbrazoHealth.com/WeCare
Expert care. Connected care. Close to home. | @
13677 W McDowell Rd, Goodyear, AZ 85395

to learn more.
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Dining

* From page 1

variety, including locally owned and
Arizona-based  restaurants, trendy
non-chain concepts, seafood, steak-
houses, healthier options and places
that offer more of an experience.

That demand is becoming espe-
cially visible at GSQ, Goodyear's
downtown district surrounding Civic
Square.

First Watch, Kura Revolving Sushi
Bar and Firebirds Wood Fired Grill
are already open. Other concepts
in the GSQ pipeline include Fogo
de Chdo, CAVA, California Fish Girill,
Flower Child, Magdalefia, Postino,
Miel de Agave, Paris Baguette and
Spinato’s.

Goodyear regularly surveys resi-
dents about the restaurants and busi-
nesses they want to see, and Smith
said that feedback is part of the city’s
recruitment strategy.

“"We take that information directly

Faith Law

Est. 1979

to restaurant groups, real estate bro-
kers and property developers,” he
said.

Postino, Flower Child and Spino-
to’s all ranked among the restaurants
most requested by residents and are
now planned for GSQ.

“"What has
been interesting
is that residents

(44

said they want.

Black Rock Coffee is also expected
to open soon, while Farmer Boys and
several other restaurant projects re-
main in development. Some openings
could still happen before the end of
2026, while others may move into ear-
ly 2027 depending
on construction
and development

aren’t simply . L. timelines.
asking for more What has been interesting is GSQ may be
restaurants,” that residents aren’t simply the most visible
Smith said. “They [ asking for more restaurants,” concentration  of
want more va- Smith said. “They want more new dining, but
riety and more variety and more distinctive restaurant growth
distinctive  con- concepts. is not limited to
cepts.” . downtown.
Flower  Child ch:tl;lgfs(g)os(;;lelat{l 99 McDowell
has consistently Road remains
ranked among Goodyear's  pri-
the city’'s most mary retail corri-

requested restau-

rants, Smith said, while Magdalefia
reflects the kind of more distinctive
dining experience residents have

Your West Valley
Lawyers for
Over 48 Years

FULL-SERVICE LAW FIRM
#1 WEST VALLEY LAW FIRM
Helping Businesses & Families

BIG FIRM CAPABILITIES

SMALL FIRM RESPONSIVENESS

dor, while Canyon

Trails and the PebbleCreek Parkway
areaq, including Ballpark Village, con-
tinue to see activity. Smith said inter-

est is also moving farther west and
south toward Cotton Lane, Loop 303
and Estrella.

A Sprouts-anchored shopping cen-
ter planned for Estrella is expected to
create another opportunity for the city
to recruit additional restaurants and
retail to that part of Goodyear.

"With residential growth, major em-
ployers and destinations generating
additional traffic in those areas, we
expect the geography of Goodyear’s
dining scene to continue expanding,”
Smith said.

Spinato’s Pizzeria & Family Kitchen
is one example of an established Ari-
zona company making a West Valley
move.

The Tempe-based, family- and
employee-owned restaurant plans
to open its eighth Valley location at
GSQ in the fourth quarter of 2027. The
ground-up restaurant is expected to
add 75 to 95 part- and full-time jobs.

Anthony Spinato, CEO of Spinato’s,

* See Food Page 11

ACCIDENT ATTORNEYS
Your West Valley In]ury Attorneys

—JLON

- No Gimmicks - No TV Ads
- Speak To Actual Attorneys

-Real Estate -Criminal Defense -DUI
-BusinessLaw  -Employment Law -Wills
-Estate Planning -Personal Injury  -Trusts

- Bankruptcy
- Foreclosure
- Probate

1360 N. Bullard Ave., Suite 201
Goodyear, AZ 85395

623-932-0430 FaithLaw.com

-Owned & Operated By West Valley
Residents Since 1979

- Not A “Personal Injury Mill” o
- Not Afraid To Litigate

-You Are More Than Just A Number

602-834-0673 WestValleyAccidentAttorneys.com

Brought to you by Faith Law PLC d.b.a West Valley Accident Attorneys
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Food
* From page 10

said the company had heard for years
from customers who were driving long
distances to reach its other locations.
“"We are grateful that so many of our
longtime, loyal guests have taken the
time to drive far from their homes to
dine at our restaurants,” Spinato said.
“We heard them, and we are so ex-
cited to welcome them to our new
Goodyear location next year.”

He said the Civic Square setting
helped sell him on the location.

“l just fell in love with the civic
square,” Spinato said. “It's just a great
place where families and friends go
out and gather.”

Goodyear Mayor Joe Pizzillo said
Spinato’s was one of the concepts res-
idents requested most often through
the city’s retail survey.

“Their decision to open at GSQ re-
flects the continued momentum of our
downtown and the strong demand for

ne

®

Inspired by you.
Bu1lt by Tintas.

. 623-214-3599

TINTAS . .

GRANITE & FLOORING LLC

BUILT WITH PRIDE|.

\ GET YOUR HOME
HOLIDAY-READY

quality dining experiences in Good-
year,” Pizzillo said.

Smith said the city does not wait
for restaurant groups to come calling.
Economic Development works with
operators, brokers, property owners
and developers to identify possible
sites, provide demographic and mar-
ket information, and connect com-
panies with the appropriate city de-
partments. Staff also attend industry
events and meet directly with restau-
rant groups.

For entrepreneurs and smaller
businesses, the city’s InnovationHub
offers mentoring, workshops, network-
ing and one-on-one assistance, while
Economic Development can help with
site information, research and con-
nections to other resources.

The final location decision be-
longs to the restaurant and property
owner, Smith said, but the city tries
to make sure companies have the
information they need to evaluate
Goodyear.

Restrictions apply. See store for details. |

[ FREE ESTIMATE | ?

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured | ROC #278090 / 278093

CITY OF

Litchfield Park *

DISCOVER THE PARK

(©

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 w

oAM-12PM . §

QUIET SENSORY HOUR FROM 9AM-10AM

\"%; LITCHFIELD ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL PARKING LOT

272 E. Sagebrush St, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340

/ ﬁwaerd uy g )

=[]

V
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Join us for this FREE family-friendly event that offers a hands-on opportunity to explore a variety of machinery up
close! Meet the people that protect and serve our community and learn more about the city’s community programs.

@ litchfieldpark.gov O 623-935-9040 @ EventOps@litchfieldpark.gov

ON EVERY PART OF YOUR REMODEL

Showcrs Cabinets

Countertops

Floormg Back%plashcs

Receive $500 off each service with a purchase of $2,500 or more per service.
Countertops + cabinets? Add flooring?
Save $1,000! Save $1,500!
Each service must total at least $2,500 before the discount.
EXP: 11/30/2026

13410 W. FOXFIRE DR #100,
SURPRISE, AZ 85378

LOCALLY OWNED
PROUDLY ARIZONA



12 NOVEMBER 2026 | LITCHFIELD PARK/GOODYEAR INDEPENDENT | YOURVALLEY.NET

Proof Bread, Alhambra Credit Union pay it

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Community spirit came with a
flaky crust Oct. 13 as Proof Bread
and Alhambra Credit Union teamed
up to treat Litchfield Park customers
during Pay It Forward Day.

Alhambra sponsored a giveaway
of miniature pastries from the bak-
ery as part of the fourth annual
Arizona Credit Union Week, which
brought together 18 credit unions to
support local businesses, nonprofits
and financial education.

For these partners, the connec
tion started just a few doors apart.

Jamie Pruett, Proof Bread’s cu-
linary director, said Alhambra em-
ployees first stopped by for pastries.

“It was kind of love at first bite,”

= =’& <.

Proof Bread pastries are displayed
alongside Alhambra Credit Union mate-
rials Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2026, in Litchfield
Park. The credit union sponsored free
pastries during Pay It Forward Day, part
of Arizona Credit Union Week. (Noah
Flug/Independent Newsmedia)

Pruett said.

The credit union’s focus on its sur-
rounding community made the col-
laboration a natural fit, he said.

Sonia Cardona, Alhambra’s vice

forward

th pastries

president of operations, said the
neighboring businesses had built a
relationship by supporting each other.
The giveaway offered a way to share
that connection with customers.

“Honestly, at the end of the day it's
about helping people in our commu-
nity,” Cardona said.

The miniature pastries showcased
Proof's sourdough baking process.
Pruett said the bakery uses a natural
leavening process rather than com-
mercial yeast.

“Sourdough is a technique, not a
flavor,” he said.

The partnership extended beyond
the bakery counter. Alhambra also ar-
ranged to offer Proof pastries at its
credit union offices, introducing mem-
bers to the bakery while giving the

neighboring business another oppor-
tunity to reach new customers.

Alhambra’s  community partner-
ships also extend to local schools and
neighborhood events.

“A lot of what we do is financial
education,” CEO Eddie Moraga
said, describing programs that help
students understand everyday ex-
penses before entering adulthood.

In Litchfield Park, Pruett hopes
the partnership introduces more
West Valley residents to Proof. The
bakery has begun participating in
area farmers markets and is explor-
ing additional collaborations.

“We're always on the lookout for
other opportunities to collaborate
with other businesses in the areaq,”
he said.

AT LEAST THERE'S ONE FAIR AND HONEST MECHANIC!

AUTO RRCPPAIR

623:882

28700

FREE
INSPECTION:

Excludes Euro and diesel vehicles

W Test Dr

Litchfield Rd

W Auto Dr

671 N 137TH AVE, SUITE 106 - GOODYEAR
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Opportunities
* From page 9

application at tinyurl.
com/5abdbppk or call 623-935-
9040.

Goodyear

* Hope's Closet: Sort
donations and help shoppers
at 415 N. Litchfield Road while
supporting New Life Center’s
shelter.

Volunteers ages 14 and older
can apply at newlifectr.org/get-
involved. Minors need guardian
consent.

e All Faith Community Services:
Food distributions take place at
Goodyear High School, 17300
W. Van Buren St., on the first and
third Tuesday of each month.

Submit a volunteer application
atallfaithaz.org/volunteer or
call 623-386-3513 to ask about

volunteering at the Goodyear
distribution.

* Rescuing Unfortunate Furry
Friends: RUFF seeks temporary
foster homes for animals in
Estrella Mountain Ranch and
CantaMia.

Visit ruffemr.org or call 623-715-

6916 to ask about fostering.

* Abrazo West Campus: Help
patients and visitors at 13677 W.
McDowell Road.

Volunteers must be 18 or older
and serve at least 100 hours in
one year. Apply atabrazohealth.
com/about.

* Georgia T. Lord Library:
Teens can stock books and help
with programs at 1900 N. Civic
Square. Start with the library’s
teen volunteer form, mcldaz.org/
georgio-t-lord/volunteer/teen/.

COboine™ Jowelors

THE STORE INTEGRITY BUILT

WWW.OSBORNEJEWELERSINC.COM

15350 W. MCDOWELL RD. GOODYEAR, AZ | 623-925-1815

DRY EYE RELIEF IS HERE!

Now Offering Intense Pulsed Light Therapy and Low Level Light Therapy

BENEFITS OF TREATMENT:

- Reduce inflammation and irritation - Consistent vision with less blinking
- Improve tear quality - Symptom relief without drops
- Reduces burning sensation

- Stimulate collagen production

Local Family Owned Since 1962

WEST VALLEY VISION CENTER
Call or Text: (623) 932-2020 - www.westvalleyvision.com - 2580 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ 85395
Brent Wilson, 0D, - Brayden Lundquist, 0D , FAAQ, FSLS - Tyler Mullen, 0D - Michael Furey, 0D - Dean Mallory, 0D - Catherine Furey, 0D

Optometrists
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Holiday Festival of

Arts at the Wigwam
November 20-22

Sip, savor, and

celebrate!
Step into Arizona’s most
unforgettable festival
experiences, brought to
you by Vermilion Promotions.
Whether you're an art lover,
wine connoisseur, music
enthusiast, or a culinary explorer,
Vermillion curates an immersive
celebration where creativity, flavor,
and community come together in
perfect harmony . Free admission.

vermillionpromotions.com

623.734.6526
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“Place Where
Butterflies Land”
Kim Seyesnem Obrzut

¥
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PNC branch banker Anthny Vilanuevcl sings “Estos Celos” with Happy Mariachi
during the bank’s Hispanic Heritage Month celebration Oct. 9, 2026, in Goodyear.

(Noah Flug/Independent Newsmedia)

PNC’s Goodyear fiesta
brings neighbors together

By Noah Flug
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

PNC Bank branch banker Antho-
ny Villanueva stepped into a differ-
ent role Oct. 9, joining Happy Mao-
riachi Trio to sing “Estos Celos” at
the bank’s Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration in Goodyear.

“It was my first time singing that
song, actually, so | was nervous,” Vil-
lanueva said.

His performance added a per-
sonal touch to the Fiesta Fridays cel-
ebration, a free afternoon gathering
that brought music, food and neigh-
bors to the parking lot of the PNC
branch at 1559 N. Litchfield Road.

Adults and children gathered
around tables covered in orange,
green and pink table covers to eat
and chat. Even the mariachi musi-
cians took a break to enjoy the food.

The celebration featured tacos
from Taco Head, an Elotopia street
corn bar, a prize wheel and give-
aways, with PNC volunteers helping
run the activities.

Behind the festivities was an ef-
fort to keep a neighborhood tradi-
tion going.

David Crummey, a PNC vice pres-
ident and community development

officer, said FirstBank had hosted
the celebrations for several years.
PNC acquired FirstBank earlier this
year, he said, and was eager to
keep the celebration alive.

“We live in a time when it's hard
to get together with people that we
don't know,” Crummey said.

For him, sharing food and conver-
sation gives the bank another way
to be part of the neighborhood.

“Being part of the community
means being there with people,
even when you're not doing some-
thing that's part of a transaction,”
he said.

The gathering also offered a
chance to share community resourc-
es. Crummey highlighted PNC Grow
Up Great, an early childhood edu-
cation program that provides free
materials in English and Spanish for
children from birth through age 5.
He said the program works with the
Fred Rogers Institute and Sesame
Workshop.

“The children will become our fu-
ture workforce and our future neigh-
bors,” Crummey said.

Looking ahead, Crummey said he
hopes the tradition continues, giving
families another reason to gather
over food and music.
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Lessons
* From page 6

said.

Paxton encouraged attendees to
create a “legacy list” and think about
what they want to leave behind. For
older adults preparing to downsize,
he urged families to talk about their
belongings and share their stories
while they still have the chance.

“Give it away now, don't wait until
it's too late. Define your legacy now,”
he said.

Nora Hannah, Sun Health’s chief
engagement officer, opened the eve-
ning with the history of Paul W. Litch-
field and the family’s ties to the area.
She described the family’s gift of 300
acres to Sun Health and the responsi-
bility of carrying that history forward.

“It's our turn. We are the stewards
of the story, and of the many people
who are in those stories,” Hannah
said.

Ticket sales benefited the Sun
Health Foundation, supporting free or

W/,

Phoenix
Children's

GiveToPCH.org

Because
Moments
Count

low-cost health and wellness resourc
es. Megan Word of Sun Health said
social connection is part of the orga-
nization’s legacy.

Word said she wants Sun Health to
help people reach old age and say,
“l feel good and I'm proud of what
I've done in my life.”

Paxton connected the evening's
message to Litchfield Park’s growth
and development. He said families
sorting through a relative’s home and
communities weighing change can
face similar tensions.

“l say to both sides of that argu-
ment, stop complaining, start commu-
nicating, tell the stories,” Paxton said.

He encouraged younger people
to listen to the history behind familiar
places and older generations to hear
what younger people want for the fu-
ture.

Whether the legacy is land, a
keepsake or time spent together,
Paxton urged people to act while
they can.
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Apache Junction - January 6, 2027 - Central Arizona College

Litchfield/Goodyear - February 17,2027 - Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Peoria - March 25, 2027 - Westbrook Village

Sun City - May 3, 2027 - Sundial Recreation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Presented by:
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REAL ESTATE @

MORE ONLINE

Find more real estate news online at YourValley.net.

West Valley housing markets remain cool in September

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

As temperatures start to dip in
the Valley, so too has the greater
Phoenix residential real estate mar-
ket cooled.

In September, a slowdown in
sales continued due to higher mort-
gage rates, and the month brought
a sharper slowdown in new contract
activity, according to a monthly re-
port from Phoenix Realtors.

Closed sales dropped 4.9%, and
new listings dropped 3.7% in Sep-
tember this year compared to last
year, and pending sales fell 40.1%,
according to their monthly report.

From a national perspective,

closed sales went down 1.2% in

September, and greater Phoenix
was down 4.9% for the month.

Nationally, inventory of homes
for sale rose to its highest level in
more than 10 years, up 5.9% from
last year, according to the data. In
the local region, inventory rose 6.7%
despite fewer new listings coming
to the market.

“September often marks the start
of increased fall activity, but this
year people are navigating more
affordability pressure and rate un-
certainty,” said Sammy Glassman,
board president of Phoenix Real-
tors. “Buyers and sellers are still ac-
tive, but when rates keep moving, it
can cause people to pause before
making a major financial decision.”

Here is a round up of the real es-

N

CIoSED CHRISTMAS DAY

Goodyear

Jen Taege, vice president of the
Board of Phoenix Realtors, said
Goodyear’s housing market contin-
ues to feel the effects
of slower buyer de-
mand and competition
from new construction
throughout the West
Valley.

Pending sales have

Jen Taege
declined 27.7% year
over year, and closed
sales are down 13.8%. With inven-

tory increasing 4.7%, buyers have
more options, leading to downward
pressure on home prices which is ev-
ident in the data, she said.

Both median and average sales
prices have declined, falling 5.2%

>¥merica's Desert Christmas

and 4.3%, respectively, according to
the monthly report.

But not all the data is showing
negative trends Taege said.

"Despite this downward pressure,
homes are selling 10% faster than a
year ago, and sellers are receiving
an average of 98.6% of their asking
price, a slight improvement over last
year,” she said.

“For buyers, this data suggests
that Goodyear remains an attrac-
tive option for those seeking new-
er homes that are affordable. For
sellers that price competitively and
properly prepare their homes, the
data shows that they are attracting
the buyers that are willing to make
a move in this market.”

* See Real Estate Page 17

Enjoy over one million lights! Race down our NEW
winter tubing hill. Get immersed in the Jolly Journey
Train ride. Explore the Candy Cane Maze, meet Santa
nightly and more - included with admission!

Admission starts at $24.95 ¢ Ages 2 & under free

November 20 -

December 27

14629 W Peoria Ave, Surprise, AZ 85355
Reserve your tickets at TheDesertLights. com

Use code: SANTA for $2 OFF admission Mon-Thur excluding the week of Christmas
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Real Estate
* From page 16

Litchfield Park

Taege said Litchfield Park’s over-
all picture is a market experiencing
slower sales activity, but relatively
stable pricing.

Pending sales have declined
=3 29.8% year over year,
and closed sales are
down 12.7%, accord-
ing to the report.

Taege said Litch-
\ field Park’'s median
sales price has re-
mained stable, de-
clining 0.6%, while the
average sales price has increased
6.7%.

“One factor that may contribute
to this relative resilience is Litchfield
Park’s mix of established neighbor-
hoods, distinctive homes and high-
er-end properties. These character-
istics can help differentiate portions

Sammy
Glassman

of the market from newer home
competition” Taege said. “It is worth
mentioning that with only 55 closed
transactions, a relatively small num-
ber of higher-priced sales can im-
pact the median and average sales
prices in a positive direction.”

She added that for buyers, supply
remains high leading to meaningful
choices and negotiating opportuni-
ties, and that for sellers, positioning
their property well, pricing competi-
tively and marketing strategically re-
main important strategies to attract
ready and willing buyers.

Senior News Editor Philip Haldi-
man can be reached at phaldi-
man@iniusa.org, or on X @
philiphaldiman. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/letters
or email them to AzOpinions@
inusua.org. We are committed to
publishing a wide variety of read-
er opinions, as long as they meet
our Civility Guidelines.

WHAT HAPPENS
TO YOUR ESTATE

IF YOU’RE
NOT HERE?

Don’t leave the )
answers to your family.

1SG

Financial Security Group

A Living Trust
can help avoid probate,
organize your estate and

clearly spell out your wishes.

PLAN AHEAD.
PROTECT YOUR FAMILY.

CALL TODAY

\

Jared Gough oAnn fégan | for Your Free Consultation
ovir 25 Years 623-561-2323
our dSecurity,
Your Peace of I\/B'Ind 99th Ave & Bell Road

LOCALLY OWNED. ARIZONA TRUSTED. a;a No legal advice given — Not a law firm

THE WEST VALLEY'S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM’

SALES SERVICE-INSTALI.ATION REPAIR

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS ON DISPLA Yr

53

Must present coupon. Valid only within
our designated service area. Please
contact us to confirm eligibility. Prices
subject to change after 11/30/26.

7' DC Chain Drive WiFi
Garage Door Opener

NOW 499 Plus Tax &

ONLY! Installation

. | Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26

‘ZWOFF

| Any Steel- backed Insulated
16" x 7' Garage Door

Must present coupon. Can't combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26.

Installed.
Plus tax.

“$2,049

: Y Includes removing existing door
; & reconnecting existing opener.

Garage Door Tune-Up
Inspection, Lubrication zt

and
Minor Ad]ustments A :

ol Must present coupon. Can't combine with other advertised
offers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26.
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9 m&’go Monday:Friday/8ams5pmJe) Saturday
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EDUCATION IN BRIEF

Music industry pro helps
develop Hilltop studios

Students at Agua Fria Union High
School District’s Hilltop School for
the Arts have access to three profes-
sional recording studios developed
with assistance from music industry
professional Brandon Caddell.

District officials recognized Cad-
dell during their Oct. 14 governing
board meeting for approximately
18 months of work designing the
facilities, selecting equipment and
training staff.

His professional credits, accord-
ing to district officials, include Dis-
ney projects and Grammy-winning
recordings.

“He designed and helped build
all of the three professional record-
ing studios that we have in our
school today,” Hilltop Principal Julie

Agua Fria Union High School District recognized Brandon Caddell for his work setting
up the Hilltop School for the Arts' recording studios. From left are governing board
member Trey Terry, Caddell, Hilltop Principal Julie Jones and Superintendent Dr. Man-
vel Valenzuela. (AFUHSD)

Jones told the board.
Caddell also connected the
school with other recording industry

professionals and helped prepare
instructors to use the equipment.
Read more online: yourvalley.

MORE ONLINE

Find education stories online at yourvalley.net.

net/goodyear-independent/.

Litchfield Elementary
reports $11.7M in
override spending

Litchfield Elementary School Dis-
trict spent approximately $11.7 mil-
lion in maintenance and operations
override funding during fiscal year
2026, supporting compensation for
704 employees.

Chief Financial Officer Michael
Vaughn presented the figures
during the Oct. 13 governing board
meeting.

Vaughn said the district used
approximately $2.25 million in car-
ryover funds to support operations,
about $1 million less than previously
projected.

* See Education Page 19
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February 17, 2027 - 9am-Noon
Tuscany Falls Clubhouse (Pebble Creek)
16222 Clubhouse Dr., Goodyear, AZ 85395

Explore Valuable Resources & Services
Receive Exclusive Offers & Opportunities
Meet Trusted Local Businesses

FREE Admission * FREE Parking * WIN Raffle Prizes
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Education
* From page 18

Approximately 80% of mainte-
nance and operations expenditures
went toward salaries and benefits,
with another 12% supporting pur-
chased services.

The district also reviewed spend-
ing from its voter-approved bond
programs, including $2.1 million
for security cameras, $917,000 for
front-office remodeling and $4 mil-
lion for modular classrooms at Palm
Valley Elementary School. The gov-
erning board unanimously approved
the district’s annual financial report.

Agua Fria reports nearly
$80M in bond funds

Agua Fria Union High School Dis-
trict reported approximately $79.9
million remaining from its $138
million voter-approved 2024 bond
during an Oct. 14 governing board

meeting.

Deputy  Superintendent  Tom
Huffman said the funds support
construction, renovations, securi-
ty improvements and technology,
including ongoing projects at Mil-
lennium High School and Hilltop
School for the Arts. The district also
reported spending its full $197 mil-
lion authorization from a separate
2023 bond.

Officials said the district’s exist-
ing 15% maintenance and opero-
tions override provided $11.4 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2026. Voters will
decide Nov. 3 whether to continue
that funding through Proposition
438, which is expected to generate
approximately $12.2 million annu-
ally for staffing, school safety and
educational programs.

Bond funds are restricted to cap-
ital expenses and cannot replace
operating revenue from the over-
ride. Read more online: yourvalley.
net/goodyear-independent/.

“Advocates for YOUR Home Improvement”

SERVING
THE VALLEY
SINCE

PALMER'S pr e

(RAFTSMANSHIP o SERVI([[‘

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
FOR HOME UPDATES
INCLUDING:

« Kitchens * Counter Tops

* Bathrooms ° Flooring

¢ Walk-in Showers ¢ Painting

* Walk-in Tubs ¢ Outdoor Living

— ALL PHASES OF REMODELING —

YT X YL A 623-977-4458

www.PalmersandBeyond.com
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Call Today 623-977-4458

GreatHearts

In a fragmented culture,
matters more.
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tuition-free classical academies with

22 locations around the valley.

Open Enrollment is Nov. 2- Dec. 31, 2026.
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THE SMILE YOU
KEEP THINKING

You’ve been thinking about it.
Maybe your teen has, too.

For some, it's a smile they've wanted since high school.
For others, high school is happening right now.

Between classes, work, family, and everything else on
the calendar, it's easy to put orthodontic treatment off.
But whether you're exploring options for your teen or
finally making time for yourself, E&S Orthodontics
can help you find a plan that fits your life.

A smile you love is worth making time for.

$1,000 OFF

Braces or Invisalign®
+ FREE WHITENING

e&s

orthodontics

GOODYEAR
esorthodontics.com

(623) 376.6464

SCAN TO SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE CONSULT TODAY!

Litchfield schools seek
new framework for budget
decisions as enrollment grows

By Stacy Mantle
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Chief Financial Officer Michael
Vaughn told the governing board
Oct. 13 the Litchfield district is gath-
ering feedback from parents, em-
ployees and administrators to iden-
tify which educational experiences
families value most.

The findings will help guide fu-
ture spending decisions, particular-
ly when district leaders must choose
between competing priorities.

“This isn't a budget cutting pro-
cess,” Vaughn said. “This is really
an alignment process, but it certain-
ly will assist if we ever have to de-
cide to reduce resources anyway.”

Four priorities emerge

The district began gathering input
in May and June through meetings
with administrators, the superinten-
dent’s advisory council and parent
organization representatives.

Four preliminary themes
emerged: learning pathways, a
sense of belonging in smaller school
communities, academic quality and
high expectations, and trusted rela-
tionships between school staff and
families.

Vaughn emphasized the themes
are not final recommendations.

The district is comparing them
against additional evidence, includ-
ing feedback from all 15 regular
district schools, surveys of families
who have left the district, open en-
rollment applications and student
enrollment patterns.

“No single source of evidence
can answer the question all by it
self,” Vaughn said.

He said the district wants to de-
velop one overarching statement

Board members Kimberly Moran, left, and
Ryan Owens listen to a presentation from
Chief Financial Officer Michael Vaughn
during the Oct 13 Governing Board meet-
ing. (LESD)

describing the educational experi-
ence it promises families rather than
adopt four separate priorities.

Decisions could involve trade-offs

Vaughn said the resulting frame-
work would help administrators
evaluate whether programs and
services contribute to the district’s
most important educational commit-
ments.

The approach could influence
not only budget allocations but also
how the district communicates with
families and organizes its services.

He acknowledged some worth-
while programs may compete for
limited funding.

Board member Moran expressed
support for the process while cau-
tioning against allowing districtwide
priorities to reduce individual
schools’ flexibility.

“Historically we have tried to
maintain autonomy and agency at
different campuses and even par-
ticularly down to the teacher level,”
Moran said.

She also warned that employees
might interpret the initiative as a
cost-cutting exercise.

* See Growth Page 21
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Growth
* From page 20

“I don't want staff or our team
to feel rebellious against it if they
think that it's going to then be used
to dictate what they’re doing,” she
said.

Vaughn said the process would
incorporate input from a cross-func-
tional working group, administrators
and district leadership before rec-
ommendations reach the governing
board.

Enroliment increases as district
plans ahead

Superintendent Carter Davidson
reported enrollment was approxi-
mately 150 students higher than at
the same point last year.

“To me, that's a vote of confi-
dence out in the community that we
are doing good things for our stu-
dents,” Davidson said.

The district is also continuing ef-

forts to gather feedback from stu-
dents and families, including a new
superintendent’s student advisory
team.

Vaughn said the maintenance
and operations working group will
meet Oct. 21, followed by addi-
tional administrative discussions
through early November.

The district is targeting Nov. 17 to
present a proposed value proposi-
tion to the governing board.

The proposal is expected to
serve as a foundation for future re-
source decisions, although no spe-
cific budget reductions or program
changes were announced during
the presentation.

Editor’s note: A grant from the Arizona Local
News Foundation made this story possible.
The foundation awarded 15 newsrooms to

pay for solutions-focused education reporters

for two years. Please submit comments
at yourvalley.net/letters or email them to

AzOpinions@iniusa.org. We are committed to

publishing a wide variety of reader opinions,
as long as they meet our Civility Guidelines.
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Sponsored Content

Primary Care is Getting a Makeover in Goodyear. And it's About Time.

Longer appointments, less waiting, and no fees. Corner Health is rethinking
how primary care works in Arizona

Finding a primary care provider close to home shouldn't be this hard. Yet, nearly one in five adults in the state
doesn't have a personal doctor or healthcare provider, according to 2024 data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. For those who do, getting an appointment can mean waiting weeks or months, only to
spend a few rushed minutes discussing their health concerns.

A growing network of local providers thinks Arizonans deserve better, and they're working with Corner Health to
build a different kind of primary care practice to prove it.

Through Corner Health, more than 100 local practices are putting the focus back on the patient-provider relation-
ship, including several right here in Goodyear.

Their approach? Fewer patients. Longer appointments. And more time to actually listen,

Across the Corner Health network, appointments average 34 minutes and new-patient visits average 40 minutes.
Instead of racing through a packed schedule, providers have time to ask questions, understand their patients’
concerns and develop a plan together.

While this type of personalized healthcare is often associated with concierge medicine and expensive fees,
practices on the Corner Health network accept major insurance plans, including Medicare, without requiring a
membership fee.

The model gives highly vetted, experienced nurse practitioners the freedom to own and operate their practices,
while Corner Health handles the behind-the-scenes work. Providers get to spend more time caring for patients
and building lasting relationships instead of getting bogged down in paperwork and corporate red tape.

Meet Your Neighborhood Primary Care Providers in Goodyear.
These locally owned practices on the Corner Health network are welcoming new patients:

Brittany Ware, FNP-BC, APRN Viviane Che, PMHNP-BC, DNP, Maceline Check, PMHNP-BC, DNP,

Ware Health Matters Medical & AGNP-C FNP-C

Wellness VSquare Health Services New Phase of Life Treatment Center
1375 N Litchfield Rd, Ste 206 13210 W Van Buren St, Goodyear, PLLC

(Located Inside My Salon Suite), AZ 85338 2990 N Litchfield Rd, Ste #5,
Goodyear, AZ 85395 Book an appointment: Goodyear, AZ 85395

Book an appointment: Book an appointment:

Lt it

Services vary by practice but may include preventative care, annual wellness visits, chronic condition manage-
ment and women's health. Appointments across the network are typically available in under two days.

To find additional providers, visit CornerHealth.com.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

TO0-DO LIST

CHALK ART INTHE PARK

ABOUT: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14 at Goodyear Recreation
Campus, 420 S. Estrella Parkway

INFO: Community members and
professional artists transform park
walkways into colorful works of
chalk art during this city-sponsored
celebration. Activities include a tie-
dye station, live DJ, food trucks and
opportunities for visitors to create
their own artwork.

WEB: goodyearaz.gov

‘A NIGHT TO REMEMBER’

ABOUT: 6-10 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14 at Flite Goodyear Historic
Hangar, 1300 S. Litchfield Road

INFO: The P.W. Litchfield Heritage
Center and West Valley Arts Council
present a 1940s-themed fundraising
gala celebrating the West Valley's
role in American history. The eve-
ning features a swing band, danc-
ing, live art, World War Il vehicles,
period cocktails and a red-carpet
entrance. Guests are encouraged to
dress in 1940s attire.

WEB: nighttoremember.org

MOVIE IN THE PARK

ABOUT: 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 14 at Jackie Robinson
Ballfield, 14451 W. Camelback
Road, Litchfield Park

INFO: Litchfield Park concludes
its fall outdoor movie series with
a free screening of “Hoppers.”
Guests are encouraged to bring
blankets, lawn chairs, food and

Red Dragon Asian Food has been a reg-
ular at previous markets at Goodyear
Ballpark. The Goodyear Farmers Market
takes place Sunday, Nov. 15. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia/Steve Stockmar)

nonalcoholic beverages. The mov-
ie begins at dusk, and parking
is available in the gravel lot off
Camelback Road.

WEB: litchfieldpark.gov

GOODYEAR FARMERS
MARKET

ABOUT: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 15 at Goodyear Ballpark, 1933

¢ See Entertainment Page 23

YOUR EVENTS, PLEASE

We welcome your events for our
neighborhood To-Do List page.
Please send the following for
publication in our calendar:
name of the event, time, date
and location with address and
if there is a cost to attend.
Email us: aznews@iniusa.org
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Entertainment vering and scientific experiments.
 From page 22 Presented by the P.W. Litchfield

Heritage Center, the free lecture re-
S. Ballpark Way, Goodyear quires advance registration. GEICD®
INFO: Local farms and vendors WEB: pwlhc.org Local Office
offer fresh foods, handmade prod-

ucts and artisan goods during this
. J 9 SONORAN DESERT PLANT

community market at Goodyear
Ballpark. HIKE
WEB: goodyearbp.com ABOUT: 89:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. -

20 at Estrella Mountain Regional

INSIDE THE NATION’S Park, 14805 W. Vineyard Ave.,
Goodyear
OSTRICH EXPERIMENT INFO: Ranger Olivia leads a SWI I ( :H
STATIONS vided, approximately 2-mile hike .
9 PP Y
ABOUT: 10 a.m. Thursday, Nov. along the Horseshoe Trail, introduc-

19 at Goodyear City Hall Council ing participants to native Sonoran
Chambers, 1900 N. Civic Square, Desert plants. The route is most-
Goodyear ly flat, with some rocky and san- |

INFO: Historian Janelle Molony dy sections. Closed-toe shoes and
explores Arizona’s unusual ostrich drinking water are recommended.
experiment stations, including sto- No registration required.

ries of espionage, political maneu- WEB: maricopacountyparks.net ye(s it:s %at ea&(‘{,
’ @

-

2027 MODELS IN srocx NOWSE - John Nix

602-234-3426
9515 W Camelback Rd
iHablamos Espanol!

E

‘ 80% Amerlcan Parts
100% Amerlcan Labor,
o Authorized Club Car

1975-2026 .. SERVING THE VALLEY OVER AN Y/ Dealer

50 YEARS! - |
ctric Cars

7 ,q.. ~ " Sales-Repair - Service  Parts - Accessories
g S g ae Factory Trained Technicians - Batteries - Pick Up & Delivery
” & i ), B

Ad
FINANCING AVAILABLE RS LOW IS 076 ruus Fees

OAC THRU SHEFFIELD FINANCIAL

;; A \ Sun City West - 623-584-0591

L)
( . 977-3100
l E y/Youngt E 3 9 Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in
all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by

-
' e - GOOdyear 623' U '5 GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages are
written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the GEICO
@ @ L F CS . P Insurance Agency, LLC. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO
Scottsdale 480_6590m7 Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees

‘ Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO
b Gecko® image © 1999-2025. © 2025 GEICO. 21_675059129
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Storm
e From page 1

Under the proposal, resi-
dents could sponsor a tree to
honor a loved one, celebrate
a milestone or support the
city.

Businesses, community or-
ganizations and civic groups
also could participate.

Proposed sponsorships in-
clude approximately $500 for
a community tree, $1,000 for
a shade tree and $8,500 for
a palm replacement. General
contributions of any amount
also would be accepted, giv-
ing people a way to partic-
ipate without sponsoring an
entire tree.

Hamilton said the initial
pricing was based on a 20-
foot fan palm. Mayor Thomas
Schoaf suggested looking at
smaller palms to see whether

v

Sun Health

day is right here?

At a Sun Health community, you can enjoy
local golf, energizing workouts, art classes,
and evening concerts. Every moment is
designed for fun, fitness, and friendship.

 (623) 294-6997

® SunHealthCommunities.org

the city could stretch its dol-
lars further.

“I would suggest for palms
that we might want to look
at something a little shorter
and see how much differ-
ence there is in cost,” Schoaf
said.

Hamilton said staff had
selected the priced trees af-
ter residents raised concerns
that replacement citrus trees
were too small and took too
long to grow.

The city would oversee
planting, long-term care and
locations. Details about tree
sizes, sponsorship options
and planting arrangements
are still in the works. Hamil-
ton said sponsorship details
would be announced on the
city’s website.

At right, palm trees stand outside
Litchfield Park City Hall. (Indepen-
dent Newsmedia file photo)

LIVE FOR TODAY,

P@wg €VUL19 Da/g

Why wait for “Someday” when the perfect

Sun Health At Home | Your Home



YOURVALLEY.NET | LITCHFIELD PARK/GOODYEAR INDEPENDENT | NOVEMBER 2026 25

CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

R& BBQ CONCEPTS

WANSAS CITY Bg

THANKSGIVING

SERVING 11AM -5PM

Leave The Cooking To Us!
WWW.DILLONSRESTAURANT.COM

L 5 |8 8 ° CLUES ACROSS facturer 2. Fit to be sold 33. Midway between
15 1. Tire pressure metric 45, Romanian river 3. Rather northeast and east
4. Request 46. Personification of pity 4. Collected 31. Glowing
7|8 7. Clairvoyance 47. Makes upset 5. Abaglike structureina 38, Lists of items to be

10.0070s creator Fleming  50. Discuss again plant or animal discussed
11. Male adult 54, Medical instrument 6. Irish rap group 39. An informal body of
12. Norse mythological 55. Support 1. Ageless friends
figure 56. Informal term for 8. Lists indicating curric-  40. Indispensable quality
13. Coffin cloths money ulum 41. Neural structures
15. Breeze through 57, Catch doing something 9. Pokes at 42. Brews
16. Ladyfish genus wrong 13. Public television station ~ 43. A place to dock
19. We all take them 59. Prehistoric people 14.They __ 44, Festive singer
21. NoblemanOs jurisdic- 60. Large African antelope 1. Cooking tool 47, Sino-Soviet block
tion 61. Automobile 18. Separately managed (abbr.)
23.Members of US.Navy  62. OLosing My Religion0  account 48, Northernmost point of
24, Rummy-like card game  rockers 20. Iron-containing com-  mainland Wales
25. Unable to move 63. High-resolution scien-  pound 49. Most worthless parts
26. Type of horse tific instrument 22. Swiss river 51. Type of Obear0
21, Parted 64. A major division of 21. Former French coin 52, Take or consume
30, Woman0s cloak geological time 28. Electronic countermea-  53. Defunct European
34.South American plant  65. Attempt sures organization
35. Prohibit 29. Taxi 58. Swiss river
36. Something one takes CLUES DOWN 31, Helps little firms
41, Dish detergent manu- 1. Indoor plant 32. Unhappy

Start Making Your Thanksgiving Day |
Reservatlons NOW! |

DILLONS @
WESTERN TRAILS RANCH

623.388.2000

DVIS (a2 (=]
for our 4
website Ok e

DILLON'S BAYOU
928.501.2227

DILLON'S ARROWHEAD
623.566.8100

DILLON'S @ THE Z00
623.535.4249

CATERING
928.671.1762
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BUSINESS DIREGTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US: INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADSQINIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

EMAILS: AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
qmds@iniu;q,org " & MERCHANDISE RATES STARTING AT 545 STARTING AT 560
legals@iniusa.org 20 PER MARKET - 30 WORDS for one:g‘llzl::irls:ny‘;::ee-inch for one::\l;r::?s::‘;::ee-inch

Your ad appears in the newspaper
of choice plus online
%5 for color and each additional photo
25¢ extra per additional word

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL US AT

888-665-3848
" outos [ anung

RAIN GUTTER '
ndependen (S ORIGINA
Newspapers Quality Products & Service PAINTING
) ) . g 6" Interior & Exterior MAHA STEAKS
will not knowingly 23;';‘,".’::.2..2‘,?0., 1 Story Only :
accept any - Custom Fabrication Block Fences L ENSINCE L
advertisement that is = Cleaning, Restoring 30+ Years
. . & Repair -
illegal or considered IIixp%rlen_cei
fraudulent. In all cases EREE] esidentia
. ; 4 ESTINIATESE
of questlonablfe value, Beautiful male www.RainGutterExpress.com F_REE
such as promises of Pomeranian 12 weeks " LeveIUpHVAc com 602-300-7472 Estimates
guaranteed income fmm 0|d first set Of shots Licensed - Bonded - Insured - ROC#328964 LICENSED
workathome programs- |\ yice  Good Cellul B sy (623)206'1 396
if it sounds too good to temperamen-t makes ellular
be trut;, chances are for a good Christmas C C ]l ul . Handyman
thatitis. gitt! $1500 firm text| WOLLANIIINIG RGN ND) ,
Ifyou have questionsor 500 936 0092 ) \X' Y, Agk ARoyr Butcher’s Deluxe Package
doubts about any ad on OVER 507 UNLIMITED {;9 o THE MAy 2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
these pages, we advise (] 0 i 78 s y 2 B}Jtchgrs Cut.Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.)
’ IfC Y) AN Z ERV[ 4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
that before responding Golf Cars FOR j“ST $35 / MONTH | (_—_) WE CES 4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
; . J !“A/ M m(]D OFFERI 4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)
or S(?lldlllg money ahl?ad Buying Running & cmus_rs 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)
of time, you check with Non Running Tt o o 82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE $89
the Better Business Golf Carts S Save To day. 877-398- 0956 € Premier Handy™?
Bureau at 871-291-6222 _ ) a0 V. o GET 8 FREE SMASH BURGERS on $89+ orders
for previous complaints. We Pick Up OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301

Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders wi offer 82792CKZ

See site for details. B

& PAY CASH!

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com

Miscellaneous

Clean Windows

| BUY f*}p Excallent
- I OW [ ] [ ]

VINTAGE |EWELRY! S| e Homes Fix Mix

Soins, :3::!:% .| 602-348-89617 SUNSglREENS Homes don’t fix themselves, We do
Antiques, Vin!age % !
ltems & Collectibles. M n K E ANNA'S lolrlltgfors;lEn Scl rgens' H A N DY M A N S E RVI C ES

HOUSEKEEPINGS mé{::'eiab'e Electrical Plumbing Carpentry Tile Odd Jobs
FREE Evaluatlon M 0 N EY o < vesr o | 623-341-8197 CALLNOW — FREE ESTIMATES
Wil o rece " I AdexiiSe Now! NS T NOW 480-364-2460

888-669-3848

iniusa.org/classifieds

623:261:6360

623233521775}

P H AN A
DOC .. DAS
DOO-0U | |

Homesfixmix.com Big & Small — We do it a/l
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e

|lr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Call 844-915-3543
to get your 45-day risk free trial.

DOBASH
Plumbing INC.

Serving the Valley for over 25 years!

Christopher Dobash
Owner g =

Quality Plumbing with Quality Senvice
WATER, SEWER, GAS

Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction
(623) 878-1102  dobashplumbing@idoud.com

Licensed * Bonded  Insured © Lic# C37R122566 * L37 * 122567

Replacement of
*Sewers * Toilets * Faucets
* Water Heaters
* Garbage Disposals

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

623-670-8060 iz

T

JAVA
PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
« Residential-Commercial <
« Roof Replacement & Repair SE’ N"_"Q’”
- Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, “ ecia
Flat & TPO Roofing &w
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTINMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

7. 602-761-6591

SCHOA Roc #324307

R Estimates!

£

Miscellaneous

12 PEARS - #PEIX

$37.99

9 PEARS - #PROX

Mention Code P7YF35 for your savings on items #PE1X or #PR9X.

*Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 7 per customer.

Fitiman& s

FREE

SHIPPING

King Comice Pears

SAVE

{‘527%*

TOTAL gosy

IC: PTYF35

; eSunss (olo

~ FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1926

TRU

Builders
AZ ROC Licenses
275722 & 361072

DESIGN,
BUILD,
REMODEL

(623) 546-8681

trubuildersaz.com

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
PUZZLE ON PAGE 25

Remodeling

72 % ¥
ALBRECHT AND SON LLC

Painting and Bath and Kitchen Remadeling
= Serving Since (989 mm—_

YOUR FULL-SERVICE REMODELING SPECIALISTS

7™ INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING [EJE| DOORS WINDOWS &
[EEH TRIM BASEBOARDS

E81 DRYWALL REPAIRS AND TEXTURES |

0 POPCORN REMOVAL B CROWN MOLDING

(1] CUSTOM GABRIET PAINTING ) FULL INTERIOR REMODELING
= BATHROOM REMODEL N pmeinG

KITCHEN REMODEL £ accraca

FFH COUNTERTOP QUARTZ & GRANITE | ==  AND MUCH MORE

= TRUE WORRY-FREE REMODEL!

623-933-4312

We Bring Design Inlo Your Home!

WWW.ALBRECHTANDSON.COM

11126 W. Wisconsin Avi
Youngtown, AZ

SAVE $350
when you transform
your patio into an

outdoor oasis.

e Trimming
* Removals

Senior
Discounts

- \
. 623-204-1225
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TWID 46,000+ HOMES TRANSFORMED
ACROSS THE VALLEY S| NCE 1996

BATHROOM REMODEL

KITCHEN REMODEL

MEDIA WALL & NICHES

Qualified

BELLMONT A KOHLER i e A

1. 8.8.8.0.¢
CABINET CO. Partner Network

OUR SERVICES

WHOLE HOME REMODELS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM REMODELS
CUSTOM MEDIA WALLS
AGING-IN-PLACE MODIFICATIONS

STUCCO, DRYWALL, AND PAINT

FLEXIBLE FINANCING AVAILABLE

BOOK A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION
® TWDAZ.COM | % (623) 544-1211

SCAN FOR S
MORE INFO

v, ) ’ -", e !
LICENSED - INSURED - TRUSTED - SINCE 1996 - ROC 271236 X ."‘n ’s

@ TWDAZ.COM % (623) 544-1211 [~ INFO@TWDAZ.COM @ 2400 W. UNION HILLS DR. STE 110, PHOENIX, AZ 85027
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