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By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Concerns about the nation’s 
direction, the character of 
political leaders and a sense 

of civic responsibility brought voters 
and campaign volunteers to a Gil-
bert polling place on Election Day.

Outside the Southeast Regional 
Library on Nov. 3, voters and volun-
teers off ered diff erent explanations 
for their participation, ranging from 
strong opinions about national poli-
tics to a simple belief that voting is 
an obligation of citizenship.

For Nathaniel Robinson, 27, the 
election represented an opportuni-
ty to participate in democracy in his 
new home state.

Robinson recently moved to Arizo-
na from Colorado, making Tuesday 
his fi rst opportunity to vote in an Ari-
zona election.

“I normally go for all the elections, 
but I just recently moved from Colo-
rado, so now it’s my fi rst one here in 
Arizona,” Robinson said.

His motivation was less about a 
particular candidate or issue than 
the importance of participation.

“I just think it’s important that ev-
erybody goes through and does 

their part for voting,” Robinson said.
Others outside the polling place 

expressed more pointed concerns 
about the political direction of the 
country.

One woman, who declined to give 
her name, said her primary motiva-
tion was opposition to Andy Biggs.

Anne Hawkins, a precinct captain 
who was distributing voter guides 
outside the library, emphasized the 
qualities she considers essential in 
elected offi  cials.

“The most important thing is to 

By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Gilbert Town Council has tight-
ened its code of conduct to pro-
tect employees from intimidation 
and political pressure as a wave 
of high-level staff  departures rais-
es concerns about stability at Town 
Hall.

The council voted unanimously 
Oct. 20 to restrict elected offi  cials’ 
direct contact with employees, unso-
licited meetings and recording con-
versations without consent.

The action comes as Gilbert pre-
pares for four newly elected council 
members to take offi  ce in January 
and faces the departures of Budget 
Director Kelly Pfost and Assistant 
Town Manager Dawn Prince, follow-
ing several other leadership chang-
es this year.

The turnover also has raised con-
cerns in Gilbert’s business communi-
ty about losing experienced munici-
pal leaders who have helped guide 
economic development.

Sarah Watts, president and CEO 
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Gilbert voters cite country’s 
direction, civic duty

Michael Gomez, left, and Richard Smith share their views on politics outside the Southeast Regional 
Library polling place in Gilbert. (Independent Newsmedia/Tom Blodgett) 

• See Voters on page 18
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,  

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
Imagine your home, totally organized! 
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AN EXTRA 5% O

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

-
closetsbydesign.com
Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details. 
Not available in all areas.

Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-$1000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other 
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit 
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with 
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions. 
Expires 11/30/26.



YOURVALLEY.NET  |  GILBERT INDEPENDENT  |  NOVEMBER 2026  3  

ELF and all related characters and elements © & ™ New Line Productions, Inc.  

Phoenix, discover ice! featuring Elf™, a beloved 
Christmas attraction fi lled with hand-carved scenes, 
icy slides, and unforgettable family moments. 

Nov. 18 - Jan. 3 
JWDesertRidgeChristmas.com

Carved

Ice

from

pounds of
2 Million



4  NOVEMBER 2026  |  GILBERT INDEPENDENT  |  YOURVALLEY.NET

YourValley.net

 

This newspaper is recyclable, 
biodegradable and contains recycled 
materials.

Copyright 2026. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication can be printed or reproduced 
without the publication’s permission. Independent 
Newsmedia Inc., USA, assumes no responsibility for 
unsolicited material.

Get In Touch

GilbertIndependent

Advertising
azads@iniusa.org

Newsroom 
aznews@iniusa.org

Obituaries 
Azobits@iniusa.org

Public Notices 
Legals@iniusa.org

Richard Dyer

Tom Blodgett, Jason Brooks

Patrick O’Grady

Michelle Gavagan, Lori Schroeder

Erik Maurer, Mona Lisa Navarrette, 
Erica Odello, Chris Pitts, Chris Williams

Terri Rodgers

Barb Wandling

Charlene Bisson

YourValley

623-972-6101

INDEPENDENT
GILBERT

Take the Civility Pledge

NEWS IN BRIEF MORE ONLINE
See more news at yourvalley.net

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Revenue falls, expenses 
rise in GPS annual report

Gilbert Public Schools saw rev-
enue decline $7.5 million while ex-
penses rose $3.2 million during fi scal 
2026, refl ecting the fi nancial pres-
sures of declining enrollment and 
rising operating costs.

The district’s annual fi nancial 
report, presented to its governing 
board on Oct. 13, showed state and 
local revenue for maintenance and 
operations and unrestricted capital 
falling from $300.2 million to $292.7 
million, a 2.5% decrease.

Expenditures in those categories 
increased from $295.6 million to 
$298.8 million, approximately 1.1%.

District offi  cials attributed the rev-
enue decline to falling enrollment, 
which has required staffi  ng adjust-
ments, while infl ation, utilities, spe-
cial education tuition and employ-
ee benefi ts continued to pressure 
spending.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/dwzb-
pyv8

Higley reports mounting 
budget pressures

Higley Unifi ed School District’s an-
nual fi nancial report revealed how 
declining enrollment, a shrinking 
budget override and costly air-con-
ditioning problems are aff ecting dis-
trict fi nances.

The report covers fi scal year 2026, 
which ended June 30, and docu-
ments more than $173 million in ex-
penditures across all district funds, 
down from approximately $175 mil-
lion the previous year.

The report showed that the district 
maintained much of its spending on 
classroom instruction while confront-
ing the growing costs of maintaining 

aging facilities with fewer resources.
Go to: https://tinyurl.com/4bynzx-

pz

Higley details spending as 
override nears expiration

Higley Unifi ed School District 
spent $9.3 million in voter-approved 
override funding during the past fi s-
cal year, but offi  cials face diffi  cult 
decisions as that funding approach-
es elimination in 2027-28.

Chief Financial Offi  cer Sharon 
Rushcamp presented the district’s 
annual maintenance and operations 
override report on Oct. 27, outlining 
how the money supported teacher 
compensation, classroom staffi  ng, 
elementary programs and other ed-
ucational services.

The report comes after voters 
rejected override renewals in 2024 
and 2025, triggering a three-year re-
duction in funding that will culminate 
in the loss of an estimated $14.17 
million annually. Rushcamp said the 
district has been able to maintain 
programs and staffi  ng by drawing 
on its accumulated budget balance 
carryforward.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/fbdpw-
wy2

Higley approves bond
refi nancing to save money

Higley Unifi ed School District will 
refi nance a portion of its outstand-
ing bonds in a move designed to 
save taxpayers at least $1 million in 
interest expenses while retiring the 
district’s existing bond debt years 
earlier than scheduled.

The governing board authorized 
district administrators to pursue a 
transaction involving as much as ap-
proximately $34 million in outstand-
ing bonds, provided the refi nancing 
meets fi nancial safeguards.

Updated estimates from under-
writer Stifel Public Finance project
the potential savings at more than
$2.1 million, but he actual amount re-
fi nanced and the savings achieved
will depend on interest rates when
the bonds are sold, tentatively
planned for mid-November.

Unlike conventional refi nancing,
which replaces higher-interest debt
with lower-interest borrowing, Hig-
ley’s proposal primarily seeks to
accelerate repayment of its existing
debt.

Under the plan, the district would
increase its annual debt payments
over the next several years while
keeping the secondary property tax
rate at or below its current level.

The result would be retiring the
district’s existing bond debt by fi scal
year 2030-31 instead of continuing
payments through fi scal year 2034-
35.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/4bebw-
ft6 

THIS MONTH 
IN HISTORY
Nov. 23, 1963

With the news that President 
John F. Kennedy had been 
assassinated in Dallas one 
day before the Gilbert Days 
Parade, organizers worked 
overnight to turn the annual 
event into a memorial service. 
A fl at cotton trailer was trans-
formed into a staging area 
and decorated with black 
bunting. Gov. Paul Fannin, 
who had been scheduled to 
be the grand marshal, spoke 
along with Mayor Morris 
Cooper. Future Mayor Dale 
Hallock served as the emcee.

• See Community Page 20
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W H E R E  C A N C E R  LO S E S 
A N D  L I F E  W I N S

Our singular focus on cancer leads to superior outcomes.

Abby knew cancer wouldn’t be the end of her story. Today, she’s planning 

her next family gathering, her next adventure and welcoming a new 

grandchild. As one of the nation’s largest and most advanced cancer 

research and treatment organizations, City of Hope® brings together 2,000+ 

cancer experts delivering breakthrough research and lifesaving treatments. 

Abby
City of Hope Patient

Christine Lovly, M.D., Ph.D.
Chief, Thoracic Medical Oncology

Ending cancer starts with Hope
© 2026 City of Hope CityofHope.org/Arizona | 844-601-HOPE (4673)
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By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

John Webster spent more than two 
decades serving his country in the Air 
Force, with assignments ranging from 
military intelligence to diplomatic work 
at U.S. embassies overseas. 

These days, the retired lieutenant 
colonel leads a diff erent kind of oper-
ation as owner of Executive Millworks, 
a commercial woodworking company 
he purchased in 2019 despite having 
little experience in the trade. 

As Veterans Day approaches, Web-
ster’s experience illustrates how mili-
tary service can prepare veterans for 
success in unexpected civilian careers. 

At 57, Webster has grown Executive 
Millworks to three times its size when 
he purchased it, expanding the com-
pany’s reach beyond Arizona. 

He credits military leadership les-
sons with helping him navigate the 
transition. 

As a young fi rst lieutenant in Ha-
waii, Webster commanded 65 airmen, 
many of whom possessed far more ex-
perience than he did. 

“You learn to trust the people that 
work for you that know what they’re 
doing, and you get a sense of you’re 
going to be successful as you empow-
er them to do what they know how to 
do best,” Webster said. “Don’t try to 
micromanage them.” 

That philosophy guides his manage-
ment of Executive Millworks, where ex-
perienced craftsmen possess technical 
skills he did not bring to the business. 

Webster grew up in Beaver, Utah, 
and attended the U.S. Air Force Acade-
my in Colorado Springs after an older 
brother suggested it. 

His military career lasted more than 
21 years after graduation and includ-

ed assignments in intelligence, teach-
ing political science at the academy, 
serving at U.S. embassies in Finland 
and Moldova and working on defense 
policy at the Pentagon. 

He retired when his oldest child 
entered high school, allowing the 
family to settle in Arizona. 

Webster joined a Mesa engineer-
ing company working on defense 
projects and enrolled in Arizona 
State University’s weekend MBA pro-
gram to strengthen his business skills. 
An entrepreneurship class required 
students to evaluate a privately held 
company interested in selling. 

His next-door neighbor happened 
to own Executive Millworks with his 
brother. They had established the 
company in 1986. 

Webster examined its fi nances for 
his MBA project and eventually pur-
chased the business. 

“For a guy that knows how to 
make a chessboard, that’s about it,” 
Webster said of his woodworking ex-
perience when he took over. 

Executive Millworks specializes in 
commercial millwork, serving gener-
al contractors on construction and 
remodeling projects rather than resi-
dential customers. 

Webster saw an opportunity to 
expand a company whose previous 
owners had maintained approxi-
mately the same size for nearly a 
decade. 

Seven years later, the business is 
three times larger, with projects ex-
tending beyond Arizona. Its largest 
current assignment involves an ex-
pansion of a Veterans Aff airs hospi-
tal in Dallas, Texas. 

Growth has brought challenges, 
including fi nding younger workers 
willing to learn skilled trades. 

Webster also understands the dif-
fi culties veterans face entering the 
civilian workforce. 

Despite extensive military train-
ing and leadership experience, he 
struggled to determine where his 
qualifi cations fi t when searching for 
employment after retirement. 

He remains grateful that the Mesa 
engineering company hired him de-
spite his unconventional background. 

He hopes other employers will 
recognize the transferable skills vet-
erans bring. 

“And I think if I was going to leave 
a message was companies, when 
they’re hiring veterans, look beyond 
just the normal,” Webster said. “Do 
they have these skills? Because there 
are things like discipline and adapt-
ability and willingness to learn and 
the other skills that the military teach-
es you, and they can learn the other 
with a little OJT (on-job training).” 

Webster also serves on the Gilbert 
Chamber of Commerce board of di-
rectors and public policy committee, 
maintaining his interest in govern-
ment and community aff airs. 

Chamber President and CEO Sar-
ah Watts remembers walking into his 
business to ask him to be involved 
and the intrigue he expressed about 
contributing to the community in a 
diff erent way.

“I’m so grateful, quite honestly, that 
I took the chance on him and that 
he took the chance on us,” she said. 
“He is just a thoughtful, compassion-
ate leader who is humble and listens 
and takes in diff erent perspectives.”

For now, Executive Millworks re-
mains the focus of a second career 
he never envisioned when he en-
tered the Air Force Academy.

Air Force veteran builds second career in millwork
The extent of John Web-

ster’s knowledge in wood-
work when he took over 

as owner of Executive Mill-
works was a chessboard 

he made in eighth grade in 
Beaver, Utah. (Independent 
Newsmedia/Tom Blodgett)
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Baseline Rd

G
reenfield Rd
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604540 E. Baseline Rd., STE 119 Mesa, AZ 85206
Appointments (480) 796-1136  |  AspenMedAZ.com

We accept Medicare and most major 
health insurance carriers

Numbness
Losing Feeling in your hands or feet and sometimes experiencing the pins 
and needles feeling.

Hurts to Walk
Having trouble walking, moving your feet, and being mobile is a very 
common symptom of Neuropathy.

Balance Problems
Feeling off balance, not being able to stand for long periods of time, and
just feeling off is a very common symptom.

Diabetic Nerve Pain
Pain caused by diabetes can impact the nerves and cause Neuropathy.
This pain can come at any time and last for days, months or more.

Restless Leg
The inability to stop moving your legs or other extremities. Unwanted
movement and pain in the legs.

Arthritis
Inflammation and pain in the joints. This can impact almost any part of 
the body.

Prickling/Tingling
Painful prickling and tingling in the extremities is experienced by some of 
those with Peripheral Neuropathy.

Sharp Electric Pain
Feeling like you are being electrocuted, or touching a battery or electric
fence. This feeling can be shocking and very uncomfortable.

Burning Pain
The slow burn, and heat feeling that some people get in their hands and 
feet.

Cramping & Discomfort
Muscle cramping or general discomfort of the joints can happen 
throughout the body.

Chronic pain and/or peripheral neuropathy is a result of damage to the nerves often causing weakness, pain, 
numbness, tingling, and the most debilitating balance problems. This damage is commonly caused by a hands 
and feet which causes the nerves to begin to degenerate due to lack of nutrient flow.

Non-Surgical Treatment Options

Our neuropathy treatment may be right for you if you suffer from the following:

NEUROPATHY 
PAIN RELIEF

Call 480-796-1136 Now to Schedule 
Your FREE Consultation!



8  NOVEMBER 2026  |  GILBERT INDEPENDENT  |  YOURVALLEY.NET

4Gold’s Jewelry and Loan
opened Oct. 12 at 235 E. Warner 

Road, suite 106, Gilbert. The elevat-
ed pawn shop buys and sells gold 
and silver jewelry and issues loans 
against them. 480-766-8306. insta-
gram.com/goldsjewelryandloan 
Coming soon 

Mint Cannabis opened Oct. 
9 at 12235 S. Gilbert Road, 
Gilbert. The always-open 
dispensary off ers more than 

1,100 products on its menu, cater-
ing to both recreational adult-use 
customers and medical patients. It 
plans a grand opening Oct. 31. 480-
320-3004. mintdeals.com/gilbert-az  

6RockSalt Pilates opened Aug. 
31 at 1451 E. Williams Field 

Road, Gilbert. It off ers music-driven 
pilates classes. 833-995-7559. rock-
saltpilates.com/locations/usa/az/
gilbert  

COMING SOON
7Aria Nail Bar, a luxury nail sa-

lon, is anticipated to open at 
Northside at SanTan Village in Gil-
bert in spring 2027. The salon will 
occupy a 2,625-square-foot space 
and will be the company’s fi fth Ari-
zona location. arianailbaraz.com  

8Glo Tanning & Wellness antici-
pates opening in November at 

2743 S. Market St., suite 107, Gilbert. 

The services planned include luxury 
sunbeds, custom spray tan booths, 
red light therapy, blue light therapy, 
massage therapy and wellness spa 
amenities. 479-966-4977. glotanning.
com/location/gilbert-az 

9 Jab One Fitness is expanding
into Gilbert as trainer Vance Be-

jarano relocates from Long Beach.
It will run from SelfMade Gilbert, a
private personal training gym at 874 
E. Warner Road, suite 103, Gilbert.

B U S I N E S S  M OV E S

MINT CANNABIS

LIN’S GRAND BUFFET

5

OPENINGS
1A Sandwich Co. opened Sept. 

26 at 2490 S. Recker Road, suite 
102, Gilbert, at Verde at Cooley Sta-
tion. It makes its sandwiches with 
locally sourced products whenever 
possible, high-quality ingredients, 
fresh vegetables, good bread, qual-
ity meats, and housemade fl avors. 
480-550-5522. asandwich.co 

2Dave’s Hot Chicken opened a 
restaurant Sept. 18 at 2566 S. 

Market Street, Gilbert, in the SanTan 

Village Marketplace. The fast-casual 
chain specializes in Nashville-style 
hot chicken. 480-480-2195. davesh-
otchicken.com/ 

3Gilbert Imports opened Sept. 
8 at 1021 N. Gilbert Road, suite 

104, Gilbert. It services European, 
Japanese and electric cars from 
Porsche, BMW, Mercedes-Benz, 
Audi, Volkswagen, Toyota, Lexus, 
Acura, Honda, Subaru and Tesla. 
480-651-2067. gilbertimports.com 

Compiled by Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA
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Jab One Fitness does personalized 
combat sports training by appoint-
ment only. 833-522-4665. jabonefi t-
ness.com  

Lin’s Grand Buff et is expect-
ed to open in winter 2026 at 
1017 E. Baseline Road in Gil-

bert, bringing the Arizona-based all-
you-can-eat restaurant’s fi rst Gilbert 
location and its 19th location over-
all. The restaurant will off er a wide 
selection of Chinese, Japanese and 
seafood dishes, along with sushi, 
a Mongolian grill, live cooking sta-
tions and traditional Asian-Ameri-
can favorites. The new restaurant 
will feature seating for up to 275 
guests in a modern Asian-inspired 
dining space. linsrestaurant.com  

11 Contemporary Japanese restau-
rant Roka Akor is expected to 
open its second Arizona location at 
Northside at SanTan Village in Gil-
bert by mid-2027. The restaurant will 
occupy a 4,336-square-foot space 
with an additional 1,000-square-foot 
patio and will bring the same din-
ing concept featured at its longtime 
Scottsdale location. Named one 
of the top sushi destinations in the 
United States by Bon Appétit maga-
zine, Roka Akor specializes in roba-
ta-grilled steaks, seafood and sushi 
in an upscale setting. rokaakor.com  

12 Roll & Rise Bagels, which has 
been a fi xture at the Gilbert Farm-

ers Market, is moving into a store 
front at 2524 S. Santan Village 
Parkway, suite 102, Gilbert, in the 
SanTan Pavilions. Matt and Katie 
Winterland make scratch-made, 
hand-rolled, and boiled sourdough 
bagels utilizing a three-day prepa-
ration process. No opening date 
has been announced. 480-845-3750. 
rollandrisebagels.com  

13 Salad & Go plans to reopen the 
location at 3299 E. Williams Field 
Road, Gilbert, before year’s end. 
The regional chain, which originat-
ed in Gilbert, had declared bank-
ruptcy in August and most locations 
were auctioned off . The Gilbert 
store’s new owners are a pairing of 
original co-founder Chef Daniel Pa-
tiño with Hospitality First Concepts. 
602-904-5828. saladandgo.com/lo-
cations/williams-fi eld-higley  

14 Soban Seoul anticipates open-
ing Dec. 1 at 1530 S. Val Vista Drive, 
suite 103, Gilbert. It plans to serve 
traditional Korean home-style cook-
ing and fermented dishes. Its kitch-
en will operate without a freezer, 
focusing on fresh, market-to-table 
ingredients. sobanseoul.com  

RELOCATIONS 
15 Iconic Arizona moved its cor-
porate offi  ce in September from 
a home-based business to 610 N. 
Gilbert Road, suite 312, Gilbert. It 

is a locally owned, desert-inspired 
online apparel brand and design 
house that operates administratively 
out of Gilbert, selling its clothing and 
gear primarily through its e-com-
merce platform and a network of re-
gional retail partners. 602-332-3041. 
iconicarizona.com  

NEW OWNERSHIP 
16 Deana Smith purchased in Sep-
tember the barre3 studio at 3150 
E. Ray Road, suite 112, Gilbert, in 
the Epicenter development, as well 
as a Chandler studio, from Andrea 
Laughlin. Barre3 features workouts 
that combine strength, cardio, and 
mindfulness. 602-556-5590. online.
barre3.com/studio-locations/gil-
bert-epicenter 

17 Sushi Brokers at 50 E. Vaughn 
Ave., suite 101, Gilbert, has come 
under new ownership. It still serves 
more than 50 specialty and classic 
sushi rolls, fresh daily sashimi and 
nigiri, bento boxes, shareable appe-
tizers, and a full kitchen menu featur-
ing burgers, chicken, yakisoba, and 
wok bowls 480-505-5000. sushibro-
kers.com  

NEW MANAGEMENT 
18 Lush Nail Bar came under new 
management in September at 1090 
S. Gilbert Road, Gilbert. It off ers a 

comprehensive menu of personal 
grooming and self-care treatments. 
While they specialize primarily in 
advanced nail services, their menu 
also covers lash and facial care. 
480-590-1226. lushnailbaraz.com 

NEW NAME 
19 Kerry’s Car Care at 4655 E. 
Queen Creek Road, Gilbert, has 
transitioned to become Sun Devil 
Auto. Both brands are owned by
Sun Auto Network. The shop still 
full-service auto repair, maintenance 
and diagnostics. 623-294-8458. sun-
devilauto.com 

EXPANSION 
20 A Perfect Party Rental at 1240 
N. Hobson St., ste. A, Gilbert, has 
expanded its business to include 
plastic rental bins with accompany-
ing fl oor dollys. The company’s core 
business has been renting bounce 
houses and party supplies. 480-255-
5591. aperfectpartyrental.com

10

WE STAND BEHIND THE EXPERTISE OF OUR

TRUSTED TECHS

Jarrod Arruda
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BOOK NOW & SAVEBOOK NOW & SAVE
LIMITED TIME OFFERLIMITED TIME OFFER

$59.95
Full Synthetic Oil Change

(up to 5 qts oil & filter, European, exotic, 
& diesel are additional.)
Must present coupon at check-in

FREE 
SECOND OPINION

Bring us a written estimate 
from any certified service 

center to receive 
5% OR MORE off  their 

best price!
Maximum discount $250
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of the Gilbert Chamber of Com-
merce, said continuity in town lead-

ership plays an import-
ant role in attracting 
and retaining busi-
nesses.

“These types of 
departures have a 
direct impact on busi-
ness and specifi cally 
business attraction,” 
Watts said. “So when 
you look at the way 
we attract business 
as a community and 
to some extent retain 
business, predictability 
is an investment and 
these decisions are 

based on strong, steady, tenured 
leadership.”

Vice Mayor Chuck Bongiovanni 
and council members Monte Ly-
ons and Jim Torgeson proposed 
the code revisions, citing concerns 
about hostile behavior toward em-
ployees and accusations directed at 
the Gilbert Police Department.

“I have seen in the last couple 
of months some behaviors that are 
potentially creating a toxic environ-
ment, and I have seen staff  mem-
bers leaving,” Bongiovanni said. 
“I’ve heard rumblings of others leav-
ing.”

Although council members ex-
pressed concerns about the political 
environment and employee reten-
tion, no direct connection has been 
established between the conduct 
they criticized and individual admin-
istrators’ decisions to leave.

Leadership departures add to 
concerns

Pfost, Gilbert’s budget director 
for more than 11 years, will leave 
Nov. 12 to become budget director 
for Cary, North Carolina. She has 
described her departure as a mat-

ter of professional opportunity and 
timing.

Prince, whose next destination 
has not been disclosed, served as 
interim town manager from Jan. 3 
through May 31 following Patrick 
Banger’s departure to become 
Glendale’s city manager. She re-
turned to her assistant town manag-
er position when Mario Paniagua 
took over June 1.

The departures follow those of 
Economic Development Director 
Dan Henderson, Assistant Econom-
ic Development Director Jennifer 
Graves and Intergovernmental Rela-
tions Manager Amy Arguilez.

Together, the changes represent 
a substantial loss of institutional 
knowledge as Gilbert navigates fi -
nancial challenges, infrastructure 
needs and a transition in elected 
leadership.

Another assistant town manag-
er, Leah Rhineheimer, recently was 
among three fi nalists for Pima Coun-
ty administrator but was not select-
ed. She also had been a fi nalist for 
Gilbert’s town manager position.

Watts said new leadership can 
bring fresh ideas, but replacing 
longtime employees’ experience is 
diffi  cult.

“I’m not going to be one that lives 
in a negative space,” Watts said. “So 
do I think that we will make the best 

of it? Yes, of course we will make the 
best of it, but we are losing some in-
credible knowledge, organizational 
knowledge that you just simply can’t 
recreate on day one.”

Bongiovanni warned that Gilbert 
risks losing decades of experience if 
employees become uncomfortable 
working with elected offi  cials.

Torgeson agreed, noting that Gil-
bert’s experienced employees are 
attractive to other employers.

“We do need to protect these 
people,” Torgeson said. “We abso-
lutely do.”

Business community stresses 
stability

Watts said experienced munici-
pal employees provide continuity as 
elected offi  cials change, making a 
healthy working environment essen-
tial.

“Well, of course it’s a concern,” 
Watts said when asked about the 
council’s discussion of a potentially 
toxic working environment. “I think 
any work environment should be a 
healthy work environment. Nobody 
should be expected to work in a tox-
ic space.”

She said the departures aff ect 
more than staffi  ng because long-
time administrators contribute rela-
tionships, knowledge and experi-
ence that help the town function.

Although confi dent Gilbert will at-
tract new talent, Watts said the turn-
over will aff ect the town’s internal 
culture and broader community.

“And I do think that we will see 
the impact of this in the time to 
come,” Watts said.

New restrictions on council 
members

Under the revised code, council
members and appointed offi  cials 
cannot record other offi  cials, em-
ployees or individuals acting in an
offi  cial capacity without everyone’s 
prior consent.

The restriction does not apply to 
offi  cial public meeting recordings or 
interfere with the public’s right to re-
cord those proceedings.

Previously, council members could 
direct questions and information re-
quests to the town manager, town 
clerk, town attorney, assistant town 
managers or department heads.

The revised policy limits initial 
contacts to the town manager, town 
clerk and town attorney.

Council members also cannot 
initiate unsolicited contact with oth-
er employees or independently re-
quest meetings with staff . Requests 
must go through the town manager, 
who determines the appropriate re-
sponse.

Rules
• From page 1

• See Rules on page 22

Councilmember Jim Torgeson, left, decries actions by newly 
elected council members that have intimidated staff  as Mon-
te Lyons listens. Lyons also condemned the current environ-
ment. (Independent Newsmedia/Tom Blodgett) 

Kelly Pfost

Dawn Prince
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THE GILBERT 
ADVANTAGE

$17,000 TUITION        50% GILBERT ADVANTAGE SCHOLARSHIP       $8,500/YEAR

LIVE OR WORK 
IN GILBERT? 
Your Park degree could cost a whole lot less.

EXPLORE YOUR GILBERT ADVANTAGE

park.edu/gilbert

PARK UNIVERSITY
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By Tom Blodgett
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Higley Unifi ed School District faces 
another round of budget cuts, poten-
tially including employee layoff s, as 
the loss of its maintenance and op-
erations override threatens to exhaust 
district savings by fi scal 2029.

Superintendent David Loutzenhe-
iser presented the district’s fi nancial 
outlook to the governing board on 
Oct. 27, warning that maintaining 
current spending levels is no longer 
sustainable as override funding dis-
appears and enrollment continues to 
decline.

The district has been using accu-
mulated savings, known as budget 

balance carryforward, to preserve 
staffi  ng levels, class sizes and edu-
cational programs despite declining 
revenue.

But those reserves are projected 
to fall to approximately $14 million 
by fi scal 2028, roughly equal to the 
projected gap between annual op-
erating revenue and expenditures if 
spending remains unchanged.

That would leave the district with-
out suffi  cient reserves to continue cov-
ering its operating shortfall in fi scal 
2029.

The projections do not include ad-
ditional spending reductions or adjust-
ments for further enrollment declines.

The fi nancial pressure comes pri-

marily from the expiration of a 15% 
M&O override that voters last ap-
proved in 2019. The override once 
generated more than $14 million an-
nually but has been declining since 
voters rejected its renewal in Novem-
ber 2025.

The district received approximately 
$9 million in override funding in fi scal 
2026 and a little more than $4 million 
in the current fi scal year. It will receive 
none in fi scal 2028.

Loutzenheiser said the district has 
not operated without at least some 
override funding since approximately 
2003.

The district also must continue 

FAMILY OWNED • COMMUNITY GROWN
20 LANES | 25 YARDS | OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

It Could Be Neuropathy
and Yes, There
are Treatments!

Do Your Feet
Burn, Tingle,
or Feel Numb?

Northwest Valley, Central & North
Phoenix, East Valley

footandanklearizona.com

WE
ACCEPT

MEDICARE

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR NEUROPATHY EVALUATION
T: 623.544.9090 

EDUCATION NEWS MORE ONLINE
See more news at yourvalley.net

Higley USD Superintendent David Lout-
zenheiser discusses the next maintenance 
and operations budget with the governing 
board. (Independent Newsmedia/Tom 
Blodgett) 

Higley faces deeper cuts as reserves dwindle

• See Higley Page 13
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transferring more than $3 million an-
nually from its operating resources 

to cover lease payments on its mid-
dle schools, an obligation extending 
through 2053.

Although those payments are 
made from capital funding, Lout-
zenheiser said doing so without any 
transfers from the M&O budget would 
consume roughly half of the district’s 
annual capital allocation, leaving in-
suffi  cient resources for building main-
tenance, curriculum materials, technol-
ogy and other needs.

The district’s fi nancial reserves 
were built in part through savings 
achieved during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when federal relief funding 
allowed Higley to cover some oper-
ating expenses without substantially 
expanding permanent staffi  ng.

Those savings have provided a 
cushion as enrollment declined and 
the override phased out.

District offi  cials already have re-
duced staffi  ng and departmental 
spending during the past two fi scal 
years, while using other available 
funding sources to relieve pressure on 
the M&O budget.

Those eff orts, however, have not 
eliminated the projected shortfall.

Layoff s could become necessary
Loutzenheiser said previous staff -

ing reductions have largely been ac-

complished through attrition, allowing 
the district to eliminate positions as 
employees departed without neces-
sarily laying off  existing workers.

He cautioned that the next round of 
reductions could be diff erent.

“Even what we anticipate we need 
to do this year, I don’t know if attrition 
will get there,” Loutzenheiser said. 
“There’s a possibility we have to do 
reduction in force.”

The district is beginning its fi scal 
2028 budget discussions earlier than 
in previous years to allow time for de-
cisions that could aff ect employees 
and educational programs.

The governing board is scheduled 
to discuss its budget priorities in No-
vember, with administrators returning 
in December to present spending-re-
duction options.

Those options are expected to in-
clude proposed dollar amounts and 
corresponding staffi  ng reductions.

The board will have to determine 
how much additional spending to 
eliminate and how much of its remain-
ing carryforward balance to preserve.

If layoff s become necessary, the 
district anticipates beginning employ-
ee notifi cations in late February.

The board is scheduled to consid-
er a tentative fi scal 2028 budget and 
any necessary reductions in force 
March 2, followed by the issuance of 
certifi ed employee contracts March 
15.

A separate process for classifi ed 
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2540 W Apache Trail, Ste 104-5 
Apache Junction, AZ

(480) 545-9750www.desertthrift.org

A Treasure Hunter’s A Treasure Hunter’s 
Best Kept SecretBest Kept Secret

Jewelry •  Clothes •  Furniture •  Tools •  Artwork •  Handbags •  Books •  Home Decor...

• See Cuts Page 23

Higley
• From page 12
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Authentic Italian Cuisine, Made Fresh Daily!
Where Every Bite Tells a Story of Italy

1042 N Higley Rd • 480-534-7673 • AModoMioCucinaItaliana.com
(SW corner of Higley & Brown in Bashas Shopping Plaza) • Open 7 days a week! • HAPPY HOUR 3-5pm Everyday

• Wood-Fired Pizzas

• Handcrafted Pasta

• Savory Entrees

• Italian Pastries, 
Gelato & Coff ee

• Italian Deli

$5 Martini Thursday
ON SELECT MARTINIS: 

Dirty Martini, Vesper, Botanical Martini, 
Espresso Martini, Lemon Drop Martini, 

Cosmopolitan. ($15 value! Only valid with off er.)

Board & Bottle $35
ALL DAY ON MON. & TUES

Guests receive their choice of 4 
bruschettas and an entire bottle of wine.

($54 value! Only valid with off er.)
Menu

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TO-DO LIST YOUR EVENTS, PLEASE 
We welcome your events for our 
neighborhood To-Do List page. 
Please send the following for 
publication in our calendar: 
name of the event, time, date 
and location with address and 
if there is a cost to attend.  
Email us: aznews@iniusa.org 

EVENTS 
The Independent
will host a senior

expo Jan. 6, 2027 at Central
Arizona College in Apache
Junction. Businesses wishing to
participate may reach out to the
sales team
Email us: azad@iniusa.org 

IN

VETERANS DAY 
BREAKFAST 

About: 8:30 a.m.-noon 
Wednesday, Nov. 11. Gilbert 
Community Center, 130 N. Oak St., 
Gilbert. 

Info: Honor senior veterans with 
a ceremony, live music, breakfast, 
crafts and bingo. The event is open 
to all ages, but advance registra-
tion is required by Nov. 6. 

Web: gilbertaz.gov/Home/
Components/Calendar/
Event/15346/1141 

VETERANS DAY CAR 
SHOW AND CEREMONY 

About: Wednesday, Nov. 11. 
Water Tower Plaza, 45 W. Page 
Ave., Gilbert. Car show, 3-5 p.m.; 
ceremony, 5-6 p.m.  

Info: Gilbert honors military vet-
erans with tribute speeches, musi-
cal performances and military dis-
plays. A classic and custom car 
show precedes the commemorative 
ceremony. Free admission. 

Web: gilbertaz.gov/depart-
ments/parks-and-recreation/
special-events-and-permits/
veterans-day 

HIGLEY IDOL 
About: 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, 

Nov. 12. Higley High School, 4068 The Gilbert Days Parade returns to the Heritage District on Nov. 21. (Independent Newsmedia/Tom 
Blodgett) 

E. Pecos Road, Gilbert. 
Info: Higley High School show-

cases student performers in its 
Higley Idol event. Admission infor-
mation was not listed on the school 
calendar. 

Web: higleyhigh.husd.org

SEE ‘FREAKY FRIDAY’ 
About: Nov. 12-20, with perfor-

mance times varying. Actor’s Youth 
Theatre at Life Community Church, 
717 W. Ray Road, Gilbert.  

• See Friday Page 16
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Fresh Sausages Fresh Sausages 
Smoked SausageSmoked Sausage
Hand Made BaconHand Made Bacon
Fresh Pork CutsFresh Pork Cuts

BBQ Pork BBQ Pork 
Smoked BeansSmoked Beans
BurritosBurritos
Tamales & More!Tamales & More!

OPEN:OPEN:
Tues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pmTues.-Sat. 8-5pm · Sun 9-3pm

3359 E. Combs3359 E. Combs
Queen Creek, AZ 85140Queen Creek, AZ 85140
(480) 987-0101(480) 987-0101

theporkshopaz.comtheporkshopaz.com

Taking OrdersTaking Orders
for Thanksgivingfor Thanksgiving
Place Order Now!Place Order Now!
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From our family to yours, 
THANK YOU GILBERT!

BUSINESS HOURS
MONDAY: CLOSED | TUESDAY - THURSDAY: 10:30AM - 9:00PM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY: 10:30AM - 10:30PM | SUNDAY: 11:00AM - 9:00PM

20% 20% 
OFFOFF

$50 $50 
OROR 

MORE!MORE!
(NOT VALID WITH OTHER COUPONS OR DAILY SPECIALS)

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
480-633-2226480-633-2226

1150 S GILBERT RD, GILBERT
WE ARE LOCATED NEXT TO THE BRUNSWICK ZONE, IN THE 

SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE SHOPPING COMPLEX.

Sal’s

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - LIMIT ONE PER USER
**EXCLUDES ALL ALCOHOL**

*ONLY VALID AT EITHER THE GILBERT
OR CHANDLER VERO CHICAGO PIZZA

LOCATIONS - CANNOT USE COUPON WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER

NOT VALID FOR DINE-IN

Any Dine-In Order.
*Must present coupon at time of 

payment for redemption

Any In-Store or Online,
Pick-up Order.

*Must present coupon at time of pickup 

for redemption, online use code below

20%
OFF20%

OFF

www.verochicagopizza.com

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

Info: The youth theater company 
presents the musical comedy about 
a mother and daughter who unex-
pectedly switch bodies and discov-
er what life is like in each other’s 
shoes. Tickets $25. 

Web: aytaz.org

LEARN ROYAL ICING 
COOKIE DECORATING

About: 10 a.m.-noon Saturday, 
Nov. 14, and Saturday, Dec. 5. 
Agritopia Farm, Farm Hands 
Classroom, 3000 E. Ray Road, 
Gilbert.

Info: Local baker Lexi Robinson 
teaches participants of all skill lev-
els how to decorate cookies us-
ing royal icing, including outlining, 
layering and coloring techniques. 
Participants take home six deco-
rated cookies. Tickets are $50 per 
class. Space is limited.

Web: agritopiafarm.com

SEE ‘ANNIE’ 
About: Through Saturday, Nov. 

21. Hale Centre Theatre, 50 W. 
Page Ave., Gilbert. Showtimes in-
clude 4 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Info: The family musical follows 
an optimistic orphan whose life 
changes when she meets billion-
aire Oliver Warbucks. Adult tickets 
$65; youth tickets, ages 5-17, $45. 

Web: haletheatrearizona.com

GILBERT ART WALK 
About: Saturdays except Nov. 21. 

Gilbert Heritage District, near 222 
N. Ash St., Gilbert. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Info: Local artists display paint-
ings, jewelry, ceramics, photogra-
phy and other original works at this 
family-friendly outdoor art event. 
Free admission. 

Web: discovergilbert.com/
events/gilbert-art-walk

GILBERT DAYS PARADE 

About: 8:30-11 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 21. Gilbert Heritage District, 
downtown Gilbert. 

Info: Gilbert’s annual parade 
celebrates the town’s history and 
community spirit with fl oats, march-
ing groups and local organizations. 
Free admission. 

Web: hgilbertaz.gov/depart-
ments/parks-and-recreation/
special-events-and-permits/
gilbert-days 

GILBERT DAYS FESTIVAL 
About: 4-9 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 

21. new Ocotillo Bridge. Parking 
at Gilbert Regional Park, 3005 E. 
Queen Creek Road, Gilbert. 

Info: The community festival fea-
tures live music, food, local ven-
dors and family activities, including 
infl atables and backyard games. 
Free admission to event activities. 

Web: gilbertaz.gov/depart-
ments/parks-and-recreation/
special-events-and-permits/

gilbert-days/gilbert-days-concert

EXPERIENCE 
FLEETWOOD MAC’S 
MUSIC 

About: 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 21. 
Higley Center for the Performing 
Arts, 4132 E. Pecos Road, Gilbert. 

Info: Fleetwood Mask, a 
Fleetwood Mac tribute band, rec-
reates the group’s music, costumes 
and concert experience. Tickets 
$44-$49. 

Web: higleycenter.org/events/
an-evening-with-fl eetwood-mask

HARRIET BRINGS 
CHRISTMAS NOSTALGIA 

About: 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 23. 
Higley Center for the Performing 
Arts, 4132 E. Pecos Road, Gilbert. 

Info: British singer-songwrit-
er Harriet presents Trying to Get 
the Feeling Again: At Christmas, 
combining holiday favorites with 

Friday
• From page 14

• See Harriet Page 17
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Not valid with any other
specials 12/31/26

Not valid with any other
specials 12/30/26

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP?  EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848

Mesa • November 13, 2026 • Mesa Marketplace Swap Meet 
Apache Junction • January 6, 2027 • Central Arizona College

Surprise • January 19, 2027 • The Colonnade
Litchfield/Goodyear •  February 17, 2027 • Tuscany Falls Clubhouse(Pebble Creek)

Chandler • February 23, 2027 • Sun Lakes Country Club
Peoria • March 25, 2027 • Westbrook Village

Sun City West • April 13, 2027 • SCW Foundation Center
Sun City • May 3, 2027 • Sundial Recreation Center

THE PREMIER SENIOR 
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

SENIOR EXPO
I N D E P E N D E N T  N E W S M E D I A

S U N  C I T Y1970s hits by The Carpenters, Barry 
Manilow, Carole King and others. 
Tickets $31-$62. 

Web: higleycenter.org/events/
harriet-trying-to-get-the-feeling-
again-at-christmas/ 

SEE ‘A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL’ 

About: Nov. 27-Dec. 26, with 
multiple performances during the 
requested period. Hale Centre 
Theatre, 50 W. Page Ave., Gilbert. 
Showtimes include 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 
5 p.m. and 8 p.m., depending on 
the date. 

Info: Hale presents its annu-
al production of Charles Dickens’ 
holiday classic, featuring tradition-
al carols and the redemption of 
Ebenezer Scrooge. Tickets $40-$62, 
depending on performance. 

Web: haletheatrearizona.com

WATER TOWER HOLIDAY 
LIGHTING 

About: 6-8:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
30. Water Tower Plaza, 45 W. Page 
Ave., Gilbert. 

Info: Gilbert kicks off  the holiday 
season with family activities, live enter-
tainment and the lighting of its down-
town water tower. Free admission. 

Web: gilbertaz.
gov/departments/
water-tower-holiday-lighting 

HI-FI HOLIDAY CONCERT 
About: Dec. 4-19, with perfor-

mances during the requested peri-
od beginning Friday, Dec. 4. Hale 
Concert Hall, 50 W. Page Ave., 
Gilbert. Showtimes vary. 

Info: Singers perform Christmas 
favorites in an annual holiday 
concert featuring seasonal music 
and festive entertainment. Tickets 
$47-$62. 

Web: haletheatrearizona.com

Harriet
• From page 16
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Experience the magic of Christmas at the Farm!  
Delight in Christmas cheer with festive music, holiday lights, 
adorable farm animals, and exciting new attractions 
the whole family will love. 

Tickets Only $15 & Free Parking | Open Daily at 5:30 p.m. | December 4th - 23rd

CChrihrissttmmas Lias Ligghht t DDisisppllaays ys 
LLife ife SSize ize TTrradaditionitionaall 
CChristmashristmas NaNatitivivityty SScencenee
FFamiamilly y FFuun Zn Zoonnee
FFuurrrry Fy Frriieennddss
Firessiidde e SS’’mmoorreess

4011 S. Power Rd., Mesa, Arizona

Visit VertuccioFarms.com

Christmas Fest is Back!
A Farmtast ic Holiday Celebrat ion

Saannttaa’’s Cs Comoming ing tto o TToowwnn! ! 
Snap tnap thhe e ppeerrffeecct t hhoollididaayy  
phhootto o wwith tith thhe e bbig gig guuy himy himsseellff. . 
December 4th-6th, 11th-13th, 
18th-23rd starting at 6pm.
Doonn’’t t ffoorrggeet t yyoouur wr wiissh h lliisstt!!

Santa’s Coming to Town! 
Snap the perfect holiday
photo with the big guy himself. 
December 4th-6th, 11th-13th, 
18th-23rd starting at 6pm.
Don’t forget your wish list!

Christmas Light Displays 
Life Size Traditional
Christmas Nativity Scene
Family Fun Zone
Furry Friends
Fireside S’mores

have leaders of good character who 
are honest and true, and to serve the 
people and are not out for them,” 
Hawkins said.

Michael Gomez viewed the elec-
tion through a combination of con-
cerns about international aff airs, na-
tional security and his religious beliefs.

Gomez expressed strong support 
for President Donald Trump and the 
MAGA movement, arguing that the 
United States faces signifi cant threats 
from foreign adversaries, particularly 
China.

He also criticized the news media, 
contending that Americans are not re-
ceiving the information they need to 
make informed political decisions.

His religious convictions play a 
substantial role in how he interprets 
world events and the stakes of Ameri-
can elections.

Gomez said he believes Trump has 

a particular role in confronting those 
threats and expressed confi dence 
that the president’s political move-
ment would prevail.

“MAGA’s going to win,” Gomez 
said. “That’s what’s going to happen.”

Richard Smith pointed to develop-
ments in Europe as his motivation for 
opposing Democratic policies.

“Well, have a look at the news and 
see what’s happening in Paris and 
the rest of Europe. I don’t want that to 

happen here and Democrat policies 
are leading exactly to that,” Smith 
said.

While some voters and volunteers 
focused on the immediate political 
stakes, another encounter outside the 
library off ered a glimpse of political 
engagement among those who may 
not yet be eligible to vote.

Mike Defi sser, who was distributing 
information about ballot propositions, 
judicial races and other election mat-
ters for Legislative District 14, had just 
fi nished speaking with a group of sev-
en high school students.

Defi sser said the students ap-
peared to lean politically in a diff erent 
direction from his conservative views 
but were interested in understanding 
his positions.

“Oh, that was fascinating,” Defi s-
ser said “There were seven of them, 
and they defi nitely leaned one way, 
but they were trying to have a conver-

Voters fi le into and out of the polling place at the Southeast Regional Library’s Shakespeare Room in 
Gilbert. (Independent Newsmedia/Tom Blodgett) 

Voters
• From page 1

• See Voters on page 19



YOURVALLEY.NET  |  GILBERT INDEPENDENT  |  NOVEMBER 2026  19  

BLACK
FRIDAY

View Our Events

Enjoy the freedom and 
flexibility of renting your low-

maintenance home in a vibrant 
gated-community offering:

• One- two- and three-bedroom detached   
single-level homes and two-story
townhomes

• Beautifully landscaped walking paths
• Onsite dog park
• Onsite children’s playground
• Private yards* with landscape

maintenance included
• Energy Star certified for lower utility costs

LEASE NOW FOR FALL MOVE-IN.

*on single level homes.
4343 E Warner Road, Gilbert AZ 85296 | 480-762-0172
Visit HavenlyGilbert.com or call for availability and other details.

LLEASE NOW FOR FALL MOVE IN

Now Leasing
sation just to understand conservative 
viewpoints on everything from edu-
cation to way they vote to war to just 
politics in general,”

The students were 17 and 18 years 
old, Defi sser said, meaning some 
might have been eligible to vote while 
others were still too young.

He said their willingness to engage 
with someone whose political views 
diff ered from their own was encour-
aging, even if some of the questions 
appeared intended to challenge him.

For Defi sser, whose parents im-
migrated to the United States in the 
1950s after experiencing World War 
II in Indonesia, political participation 
and discussion have particular signif-
icance.

“My parents had immigrated here 
to the U.S. back in the ‘50s, so I have 
hope for every generation because 
my parents, they fought in World War 

II in Indonesia actually,” Defi sser said. 
“I think the fact that they’re interested 
and the fact they’re asking questions. 
I think they were asking questions to 
kind of maybe pick a debate, but at 
least they were wanting to talk.”

He saw value in the exchange re-
gardless of whether anyone changed 
their mind.

“No, I think any conversations are 
good conversations,” Defi sser said.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to 
azopinions@iniusa.org. We are 
committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long 
as they meet our Civility Guidelines. 
Tom Blodgett can be reached by 
email at tblodgett@iniusa.org or 
follow him on X at @sp_blodgett. 

Voters
• From page 18 ONLINE 

For the latest news on the 
election, go to yourvalley.net.



20  NOVEMBER 2026  |  GILBERT INDEPENDENT  |  YOURVALLEY.NET

MUSIC  •  COMEDY  •   JOUSTING  •  FEASTING
            GAMES  •   RIDES  •   SHOPPING

3399THTH ANNUAL ARIZONA ANNUAL ARIZONA

Arizona.RenFestInfo.com TICKETS , DIRECTIO NS 
& FESTIVAL INFO : 

Nine Festive Weekends

Feb. 6-Apr. 4
Sat., Sun.,  & Pres. Day • 10am-6pm

SAVE WITH DISCOUNT TICKETS AT: 

YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER 
IN PET CARE!

–SERVICES–  
 Pet Sitting 
 Dog Walking
 Mobile Pet Grooming
 Overnight Pet Sitting

Call today to schedule!
480-605-1234

20% OFF
FIRST GROOM

GILBERT FAMILY OWNED

(602)-890-0218 novapsychaz.com 690 E Warner Rd., Ste 153 
Gilbert, AZ 85296

Scan here to schedule 
a FREE 15 Minute 

Phone Consultation

Boutique Therapy for Deep Healing 
and Authentic Growth

•Trauma
•Anxiety

•Perinatal
& Women’s

Mental Health

•Life 
Transitions

•Military 
& First 

Responders

•In-Person 
& Telehealth

Sessions with 
Master’s Level 

Clinical Interns
$50/Individual
$65/Couples PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES

ESA Funding Accepted for Eligible Services

Gilbert approves school 
resource offi  cer pacts

Gilbert Town Council has ap-
proved nearly $1.46 million in agree-
ments with three school districts to 
provide police offi  cers at 11 high 
school and junior high campuses 
during the 2026-27 school year.

The council approved the inter-
governmental agreements with Gil-
bert Public Schools, Higley Unifi ed 
School District and Chandler Unifi ed 
School District as part of its Oct. 20 
consent agenda, without discussion.

The agreements total 
$1,457,599.61, with the town eligible 
for reimbursement through Arizo-
na’s School Safety Program grants 
awarded to the districts.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/4xwrt59j

Gilbert delays data center 
regulations over concerns 
about smaller facilities

Gilbert Town Council delayed 
adopting sweeping new data center 
regulations Oct. 20, giving staff  more 
time to address concerns about 
smaller facilities and rapidly chang-
ing technology.

The council voted 6-1 to continue 
consideration of land development 
code amendments until Dec. 15, 
despite staff  recommendations to 
adopt them immediately.

Councilmember Kenny Buckland 
cast the dissenting vote, arguing Gil-
bert should put stronger protections 
in place now and revise them as 
necessary.

The disagreement was not over 
whether Gilbert should welcome 
large data centers. Rather, council 
members diff ered over whether to 
immediately tighten existing regula-
tions or ensure the changes would 
not unintentionally discourage small-
er facilities serving businesses, hos-
pitals and other employers.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/
z85spyxm

Council moves meeting 
times to earlier start

Gilbert Town Council meetings 
will start earlier under changes in-
tended to shorten lengthy meetings, 
reduce demands on town staff  and 
make public participation more con-
venient.

Council approved changes to 
meeting procedures Oct. 20, includ-
ing moving regular meetings from 
6:30 to 6 p.m., scheduling study ses-
sions on separate days and stream-
lining routine business.

Councilmember Bobbi Buchli cast 
the dissenting vote, objecting to the 
earlier start time because some resi-
dents may still be at work.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/44x-
ju4uv

Community
• From page 1

• See GPS Page 21
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www.EternalSpringAZ.com
940 EWilliams Field Rd, Gilbert, AZ 85295Scan or call to visit us or book a tour

������������

Join Our Vibrant Senior Living Community

of Gilbert
Assisted Living & Memory Care

OFFERING UNIQUE FLOOR PLAN OPTIONS:
• 2 Bedroom, 1 Bedroom, Studio and Semi-Private Suites
• 24/7 Compassionate Care + Support
• Engaging Daily Activities - Social Events
• Restaurant-Style Dining, Housekeeping Services, 

Theater, Salon + So much more!

Schedule Your Tour Today: (480) 812-8100

Eternal Spring... Making Life’s Journey Wonderful!

A season of comfort, care and community starts here! Happy Holidays!ys!

MESA OFFICE

4806057000
1145 S. Power Rd, Suite 104

Mesa, AZ 85206

CHANDLER OFFICE

4804707000
1095 W. Queen Creek Rd, Suite 4

Chandler, AZ 85248
walkinwills.com

Our locally-owned firm
helps you:

 Create or update your Will
 Set up a Trust
 Plan for Medicaid
 Secure Powers of Attorney
 And more...

Don’t wait.
Get peace of mind TODAY.

Flat-rate pricing. No surprises.

MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE

FREE 1HOUR ESTATE PLANNING CONSULTATION WITH AN ATTORNEY

YOUR LAST GIFT SHOULDN’T
BE A COURT CASE.

Plan ahead. Avoid probateGPS strengthens campus 
security, plans upgrades

Gilbert Public Schools has strength-
ened security across its campuses 
with improved visitor screening, emer-
gency communications and staff  train-
ing while identifying additional safety 
improvements that could depend on 
voter approval of a bond.

District safety offi  cials outlined the 
changes during a governing board 
study session, describing improve-
ments made over the past year and 
plans to address remaining vulnera-
bilities at schools.

Among the fi ndings was that a vis-
itor screening system introduced last 
October has fl agged 16 attempts to 
enter restricted campus areas by in-
dividuals identifi ed as registered sex 
off enders or prohibited from entering 
under court orders.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/zxvm88kt

GPS seeks new science 
curriculum for grades 7-8

Gilbert Public Schools is moving 
toward replacing its seventh- and 
eighth-grade science curriculum for 
the fi rst time in as many as 20 years, 
with an emphasis on increasing aca-
demic rigor.

The district’s governing board vot-
ed unanimously Oct. 13 to advance 
three curriculum providers for further 
evaluation, beginning a process that 
will include committee reviews, public 
inspection of materials and classroom 
pilot programs before a fi nal adop-
tion.

Superintendent Jared Ryan said 
the district believes it has been be-
tween 15 and 20 years since it last 
adopted a new science curriculum for 
those grades.

Go to: https://tinyurl.com/
pt95552y

GPS
• From page 20
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Rules
• From page 10

Town Attorney Chris Payne said 
the changes reinforce Gilbert’s 
council-manager form of govern-
ment, in which elected officials 
establish policy while the town 
manager oversees daily opera-
tions.

The restrictions also apply to 
members of town boards, commis-
sions, committees and task forces.

Concerns about political hostil-
ity

Bongiovanni criticized what he 
described as intimidating behav-
ior by incoming council members, 
including efforts to record em-
ployee conversations and social 
media accusations questioning 
Gilbert police officers’ integrity. 
He did not identify the incoming 
members by name.

“That’s not transparency — it’s 

intimidation,” Bongiovanni said. 
“You shouldn’t throw a recorder in 
front of a staff member or a resi-
dent saying, ‘Let’s talk.’”

He also praised Councilmem-
ber-elect Bus Obayomi, who spoke 
during public comment about the 
need for greater respect between 
council members and residents.

Lyons described an incident 
earlier that evening in which a 
man allegedly followed his son 
into a gated neighborhood and 
confronted him at home. Lyons 
said police were investigating 
and connected the incident to in-
flammatory political rhetoric and 
unsupported corruption accusa-
tions.

Torgeson said his home had 
been vandalized five times, ex-
pressing similar concerns about 
hostility.

Changes precede new council
The revisions were requested 

Oct. 5 by Bongiovanni, Lyons and 
Torgeson, with town staff recom-
mending approval.

Bongiovanni and Torgeson 
were defeated in July’s election, 
which will bring four new mem-
bers to the seven-member council 
in January.

Gilbert adopted its code of 
conduct in June 2023. The existing 
policy prohibits harassment and 
inappropriate conduct and pro-
vides sanctions ranging from eth-
ics training and censure to fines 
of up to $500.

The new restrictions took effect 
Oct. 20, ahead of the incoming 
council members assuming office.

For Paniagua, the changes 
come as he works to maintain 
continuity amid significant execu-
tive turnover. Whether the protec-
tions help stabilize Gilbert’s work-
force remains to be seen.

Watts said the town should re-
member the contributions of those 

who have dedicated their careers 
to public service.

“And in some ways I feel like 
we’ve lost connection to the fact 
that they’re working every day to 
make our lives and our community 
sustainable and fruitful and safe 
and vibrant,” Watts said. “And 
there should be a level of appre-
ciation for that.”

Please submit comments at 
yourvalley.net/letters or email 
them to azopinions@iniusa.org. 
We are committed to publishing 
a wide variety of reader opin-
ions, as long as they meet our 
Civility Guidelines. Tom Blodgett 
can be reached by email at 
tblodgett@iniusa.org or follow 
him on X at @sp_blodgett. 
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Schedule a tour today:
 (602) 809-6777

AmericanOrchardsAZ.com
765 N Lindsay Rd, Gilbert

SE Corner of Lindsay and Guadalupe

GILBERT
BEST OF

2025
2026

Do you have a loved one that isn’t quite ready for memory care, 
but traditional assisted living feels too large and impersonal?

There’s a better option.
At American Orchards in Gilbert, 

we off er a secured, small-
cottage community designed for 

connection, safety, and dignity. 
Residents enjoy independence 

and engagement, supported 
by dementia-trained 
caregivers who truly

 know them.

Happy 
Holidays

Celebrate the 
season in a place 

that feels like 
home!

Compassionate Support for
Higher Care Needs

Early to Mid-State Dementia

Mild Cognitive Impairment

Complex or Higher Medical Needs

Behavioral or Emotional Changes

     Relating to Age or Health

Experience A Calmer, 
More Connected Way to Live 

Smaller Cottage Setting for 

    Familiarity and Comfort

Safe, Secured Environment

Purposeful Daily Engagement

Social Connection with Peers

Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Stu Boardman, AAMS®, CRPC™
Financial Advisor
1485 S Higley Rd Suite 103
Gilbert, AZ 85296
623-306-7097

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*4.40 4.65

3-Month 6-Month 1-Year

4.25

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 30568023

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/30/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov 
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such 
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance 
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

employees could begin in April.
The accelerated timetable is in-

tended to give employees more ad-
vance notice and allow the district to 
complete required personnel proce-
dures before issuing contracts for the 
next school year.

Board faces diffi  cult choices
The presentation prompted con-

cern among board members about 
the consequences of further cuts and 
how the district should balance its im-
mediate educational needs against 
long-term fi nancial stability.

Board President Amanda Wade 
defended previous decisions to use 
reserves to preserve educational pro-
grams and maintain competitive em-
ployee compensation, particularly be-
cause neighboring districts compete 
for many of the same teachers and 
support staff .

She acknowledged the fi nancial 
situation now leaves the district with 
fewer options.

“There is no way none of these cuts 
don’t hurt students,” Wade said.

Board Member Anna Van Hoek 
questioned whether previous spend-
ing decisions had left the district ade-
quately prepared for the expiration of 
the override. She also called for more 
comprehensive long-term fi nancial 
planning.

The competing perspectives are 
expected to shape the board’s up-
coming discussions over how deeply 
to reduce spending.

Please submit comments at your-
valley.net/letters or email them to 
azopinions@iniusa.org. We are 
committed to publishing a wide 
variety of reader opinions, as long 
as they meet our Civility Guidelines. 
Tom Blodgett can be reached by 
email at tblodgett@iniusa.org or 
follow him on X at @sp_blodgett. 

Cuts
• From page 13
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$100OFF
Recurring Cleaning

FALL SPECIAL

($20 off first 5 visits) Offer expires 12-30-26.

480-550-8282 • TwoMaidsCleaning.com

First time customers only. One time use with 

coupon. Offer expires 12-30-26.

Deep Clean or
Move In/

Move Out Clean

License #00825-2018

$150 OFF

2025

YourValley.net

EAST VALLEY
 FAVORITES

WINNER

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 HOUSE CLEANING!

SLEEPING BEAUTIES
Rosie, left, and George enjoy their favorite 

pastime. Independent Newsmedia journalist Janet 
Perez loves her dogs.  

PET OF THE MONTH:
WE LOVE OUR PETS

JOIN THE FUN & 
SUBMIT YOUR PET TODAY
Email Richard at rdyer@iniusa.org or use 
the QR Code to save a step. 
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www.HeathsAuto.com

DON’T LET THE ARIZONA HEAT 
STRAND YOU

Three Valley Locations to Serve YouThree Valley Locations to Serve You

Hours:
Mon - Fri 

7:30 - 5:30

Limited time off er. Limited time off er. Limited time off er.

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

$4999
Also includes

FREE Vehicle Check Up

DON’T SWEAT IT!

FREE A/C Check
HEATH’S SPECIAL

FREE
Second Opinion!  

Bring in your quote and we’ll match it, beat it, 
or let you know if the service isn’t necessary.

Family Owned And Operated 
Serving Arizona Communities For Over 20 Years!

ASE Certifi ed Technicians

Test Vent 
Temperature
Gauge System 
Pressures

Inspect for Visible 
Leaks
Document Findings 
& Advise

Now Open!Now Open! 797 W Guadalupe Rd.
Gilbert, AZ  85233

(480) 780-3342

Now Open!Now Open! 825 E Chandler Blvd
Chandler, AZ  85225

 (480) 436-7863

7333 E Butherus Dr. B100
Scottsdale, AZ  85260

(480) 680-9709

CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICESCROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
CLUES ACROSS
1. Spiritual leaders
7. Containing salt
13. Fortifi ed wine
14. Edible mollusk
16. Blood type
17. Make a comparison
19. Government lawyer
20. “Game of Thrones” actor   
  Ciaran
22. 8th month of the year (abbr.)
23. Very willing
25. __ ex machina
26. Satisfi es
28. New Zealand mountain
29. A doctrine
30. Popular Dodge truck model
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring solid   
 material
34. Company higher-up
36. Villains
38. Cricket frog genus
40. Infl uential early psychologist
41. Endured
43. Servant
44. You can get stuck in one
45. __ and feather
47. Passive optical network
48. French ballet dynasty
51. Employee stock ownership   
 plan

53. Forming a bottom layer
55. Sound
56. Yankees slugger Judge
58. Dickens character
59. Beloved late sportscaster   
 Craig
60. “The Mount Rushmore State”
61. Sarcastic and critical
64. Atomic #79
65. Longtime Atlanta Braves   
 pitcher
67. Humor
69. Shawl
70. Preliminary assessment of   
 patients

CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
2. Commercial
3. Craft supplies
4. Containers
5. A way to save for your golden  
 years
6. Common Arabic greeting
7. Bulged downward
8. Acquired brain injury
9. Lay about
10. Intestinal
11. Not yes
12. In a way, pleased
13. Messianic fi gure in Islam
15. Resulting from intense   

 conviction
18. Not in
21. Number above the line in a   
fraction
24. Lawn pest
26. Pouch
27. Ancient language (abbr.)
30. Start anew
32. Wild fl ower
35. Fourteen
37. Graphical user interface
38. Facing the same way
39. Campaigns
42. Touch lightly
43. “Boardwalk Empire” actress   
 Gretchen
46. Violent seizure of property
47. One who supports the Pope
49. Malaise
50. Body fl uid
52. Inauthentic person
54. Title of respect
55. Moth genus
57. Central Japan city
59. Silk garment
62. Draw from
63. Automobile
66. A male
68. Powerful government lawyer

SOLUTION ON PAGE 27
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Announcement

Golf Cars

Buying Running & 
Non Running 

Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

AC/Heating

Cellular

Backed by #1 Network Coverage 
and Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 877-398-0956
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay 

and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 35GB on single-line plans 
and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for 
customers age 50+. *2025 ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are 
registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

Education/Instruction

Electrical

LICENSED  •  INSURED  •  ROC #301948

Gutters

Quality Products & Service
• Seamless 5” & 6” 

Gutter Installation
• Custom Fabrication
• Cleaning, Restoring  

& Repair

FREE  FREE  
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472
LICENSED  

BONDED • INSURED
ROC#347844

Handyman

Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com

480•442•2543

ASK ABOUTTHE MANYSERVICESWE OFFER!

NO
TASK
TOO

SMALL!

NO
TASK
TOO

SMALL!

Hearing Care

Landscaping

PAVER PATIOS
& WALKWAYS
FIRE PITS &
DESERTSCAPES
TREE & PALM
TRIMMING & 
STUMP GRINDING
LAWN CARE

JULY AZ
L A N D S C A P I N G

480-386-3954 SCAN ME!FREE ESTIMATES

Pool & Spa

Remodeling

KITCHENS & BATHS
SINCE 2007

FREE Consultations + 
Kitchen Designs

BulldogKitchenandBath.com
ROC #329447

480-420-9188

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O RY  &  C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
VISIT US:  INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADS@INIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES  
& MERCHANDISE RATES 

$20 PER MARKET - 30 WORDS
Your ad appears in the newspaper  

of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
STARTING AT $45

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

EMPLOYMENT ADS 
STARTING AT $60

for one column by three-inch 
advertisement

$15 per inch after  
(maximum size 8.55 inches)

Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

EMAILS:  
azads@iniusa.org 
legals@iniusa.org

T O  PL AC E  YO U R  A D  CA L L  U S  AT 
888-665-3848

YOUR NEXT  
CUSTOMER  
IS READING.

Advertise Here.

623-972-6101

 YARD
SALE?

Make it Busy! Call 
888-665-3848

LOOK
NO FURTHER

888-665-3848
 SELL IT HERE

To place your ad.

 iniusa.org/classifieds

Your community directory
is a click away!
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Miscellaneous

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 |  1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

get 8 free smash BURGERS on $89+ orders 

See site for details. Expires 12/31/26. 26M10423

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
2  Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 oz.) 
2  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Classic Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
8   FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE    $89

Miscellaneous

24-HOUR ORDERING: Call 866-635-5895

Miscellaneous

IC: H7YG41

REG. $49.99NOW

$3499
+$9.99
shipping

SAVE  
35%*Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box | #483X

855-680-8709
HaleGroves.com/H7YG41

Use Code H7YG41

Miscellaneous

*Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 7 per customer. IC: P7YF35

CALL 1-888-254-0535  PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P7YF35
Mention Code P7YF35 for your savings on items #PE1X or #PR9X. 

$44.99
12 PEARS - #PE1X  

$37.99
9 PEARS - #PR9X

SAVE
UP 
TO 27%*

TOTAL COST

FREE
SHIPPING
King Comice Pears

Miscellaneous

explore Wisconsin flavor

24-HOUR ORDERING: 866-654-1485

Roofi ng

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements

John York - Owner/Operator
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993602-705-5209

Senior & Military 
DiscountsYORK

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Roof Repairs • Roof Replacements • Flat Roofs Coatings • Tile • Shingles Foam Roofing • Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
 Turbine Repairs • House Painting • Water Proofing • Roof Tiles • Roof Shingles

Sun Screens

Instant shade at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
PUZZLE ON PAGE 25

The Staff at 
Independent Newspapers

Wishes You a

The Staff at 
Independent Newspapers

Wishes You a
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H O M E  F U R N I S H I N G S & I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

At Norwood, we offer a full range of custom 
window treatments designed around your space 
and style. Contact one of our designers who can

help you create a look for the way you live.
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