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Traffic
stops rise,
city seeks

to curb
accidents

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Traffic enforcement is up and
collisions have held steady in
Peoria compared to recent years,
police say.

Collision totals have reduced
4% from 2023 to 2025, and a fur-
ther reduction of 7% is anticipated
for 2026, over last year, according
to Police Chief Thomas Intrieri.

Total DUIs are down from 2024
to 2025.

The Peoria Police Department
released its annual report for
2025 that documented a variety
of crime metrics throughout the
city including calls for service, re-
sponse times, and trends, among
others.

Intrieri projects an 11% reduc-
tion in collisions from 2023 to
2026, based on the monthly aver-
age as of July 31.

¢ See Traffic Page 25

See Frank Mays monthly real estate article
in the center spread
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Lake Pleasant sailing blz ousted

Boaters decry move by
Maricopa Water District

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Lake Pleasant in Peoria is a
significant hub for the state’s
sailing community, but many
boaters say the Maricopa
Water District has removed
a major part of the operation
without providing a comparable
replacement, leaving the area
without needed support.

The district, which manag-
es Pleasant Harbor at the lake,
abruptly canceled the lease of
Tiller and Kites, the state’s larg-
est sailing operation that is an
accredited international sailing
school and provides sailboat ser-
vice, repair, and is a charter pro-
vider at Pleasant Harbor Marina.

Officials with MWD have not
responded to direct questions
about the lease cancellation. In
a statement they said the district
is trying to maintain its priority
as a water provider as its prima-
ry purpose while continuing to
have amenities available for lake
users.

Growing dispute
Tiller and Kites Owner Victor

Ruis2

The Maricopa Water District has ended the lease of Tiller & Kites at Lake
Pleasant, owned by Victor Felice. (Submitted/Tiller & Kites)

Felice said the water district has
done more than close a local
business, it has removed a piece
of Arizona’s sailing infrastructure
and left sailors, students, veter-
ans, youth organizations, boat
owners, and instructors without
services.

“Sailing requires qualified in-
structors, training boats, facil-
ities, and consistent access to
the water. Those resources do
not appear by themselves. They

must be built, maintained, and
supported,” Felice said. “The
Maricopa Water District has re-
moved a major part of that in-
frastructure without providing a
comparable replacement.”

Felice added that for years he
has requested a multiyear lease
with MWD, but the district has
refused, keeping Tiller & Kites
under a year-to-year lease for

¢ See Sailing Page 16
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BUY 2, GET 2

SUPER SAVER OIL CHANGE

INCLUDES: OIL CHANGE ° LUBE CHASSIS*
REPLACE FILTER < 22 POINT INSPECTION

Up to 5 quarts bulk oil + Supply chain disr
price points of some oil products

Not valid w
additional serv

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE

INCLUDES: OIL CHANGE ° LUBE CHASSIS*
REPLACE FILTER ¢ 22 POINT INSPECTION

Up to 5 quarts full synthetic oil * Supply chain disruptions may affect aVa//abl/lty and
price points of some oil products « Valid at participating It
Most cars and light truct hop supplies additional « Plus
Excludes Die: *Lube chassis where applicable
Not valid with other offers « No cash value + See store for details
Charge for additional service/parts, if needed * Expi Peorialndy1i26

FREE BRAKE
ON 4 SELECT IN-STOCK TIRES WITH THE INSPECTION
PURCHASE OF INSTALLATION, AN ALIGNMENT _ . ! : \
AND TIRE PROTECTION PLAN ' 4 . 2 +

BRAKES STARTING AT

9 9 $25 Per Axle

Replace Brake Pads * Resurface Rotors
Inspect Drum Brakes ¢ Road Test

Many cars » With coupon « At participating stores » Shop supplies additional
valid with other offers « Expires 12-31-26 + PeorialndlyT126

IN REBATE SAVINGS™ EZXrire=

On your purchase of $599 or more 5412 7512/3412 5456
when you use your Big O Tires® and G Foor
Service Credit Card. Valid thru 11/22/2026

OFF

MAINTENANCE OR
MECHANICAL SERVICE

i i required which i Install, Alie ge & Pro-Tec+ Tire Shop lie Iditional. Charge for additional parts/services, if needed. Local or state I
tire fee and/or tire dlsposal fees extra. Limited to select in-stock sets of National RoadMax ST, National Touring A/S, National Commando HTS, National Commando HTS2, National Commando AT4S and UF s249 OR MBRE.
Sumitomo PO3 tires while supplies last. At participating AZ stores only. Not valid with any other offer or discount. See store for details. Offer valid 11/13/26 - 11/16/26.
*Pre-tax minimum of $249 purchase « Most cars & light trucks
**Valid one time only. Cannot be combined with other offers. Duplicate offers will not be i. Maxii of $100. Mini purchase required to redeem. See offer for full terms and conditions. With coupon « At participating s + Shop supplies aditional N
Not valid with any other offer + No cash vz xpires 6 + Peorialndly1126

Rebate Fulfillment Details: Prepaid cards are generally accepted, not available for recurring payments, expiration dates apply, fees apply to Mastercard®, use restrictions. Customer must apply for mail in
rebate. See rebate form for terms and conditions.
Valid 10/12/2026 - 11/22/2026.

NO CREDIT NEEDED FINANCING! 100 DAY CASH PAYOFF ==
PEORIA - 28376 N. VISTANCIA BLVD - 623-241-4884 - BIGOTIRES.COM

Al offers valid at participating locations for a limited time. Prices subject to change. State or local taxes or surcharges for environmental protection will be an extra charge.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Celebrating 20 years
of friends, books
imagination

For two decades, Friends of the
Peoria Public Library has helped
to bring learning, discovery and
connection to the community.

The Peoria City Council recog-
nized the group’s 20-plus years
of supporting Peoria’s libraries
through fundraising, educational
programs and community out-
reach at their public meeting Oct.
20.

To mark the occasion, the
Friends presented the city with
two framed copies of artwork by
“The Family Circus” cartoonist
Bil Keane, one for each Peoria li-
brary. The art shows a young boy
entering a library filled with books
and imagination, the artwork cel-
ebrates the possibilities waiting
inside.

Council approved funds
for second public safety
helicopter

Peoria City Council approved
funds for a second public safety
helicopter at their public meeting
Nov. 10.

The total cost for the aircraft is
$5.79 million.

A portion will be paid by a $2.85
million grant from the US. De-
partment of Justice, Bureau of
Justice Assistance. The city will
pay the remaining balance of
$2.94 million, of which $952,000
was already approved by council,
according to a staff report.

The city’s funding share in-
cludes costs associated with air-
craft acquisition, public safety
equipment installation, applica-

MORE ONLINE

See more news at yourvalley.net

Councilmember Rick Stokes alongside members of Friends of the Peoria
Public Library at the city council meeting Oct. 20. (City of Peoria)

ble taxes, and related inspection
and delivery expenses.

To read the full story, go to your-
valley.net/peoria-independent.

Peoria moving forward
with $1B advanced water
purification facility

Peoria is moving forward to
bring a new advanced water pu-
rification facility online that offi-
cials say will give the city greater
water security as questions arise
about current supplies.

To reach full potential, the city
will invest more than $1billion into
the project over many years, and
work has already begun.

Chris Sterne, Peoria’'s water
services engineering supervisor,
said staff is developing a long-
term financial strategy for the
AWP facility and its supporting
projects with the goal of integrat-
ing the investments into the city’s
existing rate structure over time.

The water department will put
out a solicitation for an engineer-
ing consultant in the next few
months to guide in the early steps
of preparing for AWP.

Advanced water purification
is a multistep process that uses
technologies to remove contam-
inants from water, most signifi-
cantly producing high-quality
drinking water from wastewater.

To read the full story go to your-
valley.net/peoria-independent.

* See Briefs Page 10

THISMONTH
INHISTORY

November 1917:
Peoria’s first newspaper, The
Peoria Enterprise, began its life
in print, covering the agricultural
community decades before it was
incorporated in 1954. The weekly
publication was printed through
April 1921.
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Jim Schmidt, Medicare And You™

By Jim Schmidt

Trusted & Seasoned Medicare
Authority, Advocate, & Advisor

Welcome back! Last month I
promised to show you the red flags
of Annual Enrollment, and right on
schedule, the phones are ringing.
The Annual Enrollment Period runs
through December 7th, and any
change you make takes effect Janu-
ary 1, 2027. This is the season when
the wolves in sheep’s clothing are
busiest, so let’s talk about protecting
yourself, knowing where you stand,
and why you should never have to
navigate any of this alone.

The phone call you never
asked for.

Here’s a rule every Medicare
beneficiary should know by heart:
if you did not ask for help, and you

SPONSORED CONTENT

Medicare And You"
Stay Vigilant This Annual Enroliment: Protect Yourself,

Know Your Options, and Never Go It Alone

did not give anyone permission to
contact you about your Medicare, no
one should be calling you about it.
Medicare’s marketing rules prohibit
agents, brokers, and plans from mak-
ing unsolicited calls. A stranger call-
ing to say your plan is “changing,”
that you “qualify for more benefits,”
or that you need to “verify” your
Medicare number is breaking a ma-
jor Medicare compliance guideline
— period. And remember, Medicare
itself will never call you out of the
blue asking for your Medicare num-
ber, Social Security number, or bank
information. Medicare doesn’t sell
anything.

What to do when they call.

Hang up. You don’t owe a scam
caller a polite goodbye. Never con-
firm your Medicare number, date of
birth, or any personal information.
Write down the date, time, phone
number, and company name the call-
er used. Then turn them in. Report it
to 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-
4227) or to the Senior Medicare
Patrol at 1-877-808-2468, a free
program that helps stop fraud in its
tracks. Every report protects you
and your neighbors. And if you ever
suspect you've been switched to a
plan you didn’t choose, call me right
away. That can be fixed, and I'll help
you do it.

Know what you have before
you decide what you want.
The best defense against a
high-pressure pitch is knowing ex-
actly what you have. Pull out your

ANOC — the Annual Notice of
Change I asked you to hold onto last
month — and know your premium,
copays, out-of-pocket maximum,
and whether your doctors and pre-
scriptions are still covered in 2027.
Then look at the full picture: what
your current plan offers next year,
and what competing plans from oth-
er carriers offer in your area. A plan
waving “shiny add-ons” isn’t auto-
matically better than one that quietly
covers your doctors and medications
at a lower cost.

The right broker in your
corner.

That’s where a trusted, local bro-
ker earns your confidence. A proper
review is respectful and unhurried.
It starts with your needs, not a sales
script. A good broker lays your cur-
rent coverage side by side with what
the market offers for the year ahead,
explains the differences in plain En-
glish, and tells you honestly when
your plan still fits. You should never
feel pressured, and you should never
be asked to sign anything on the spot.

That’s the standard I've held my-
self to since 2006, because a broker’s
role is serious. This isn’t a magazine
subscription or a phone plan. This is
your health plan! It deserves honesty,
care, and someone who treats it that
way.

Not just for Annual
Enrollment — all year long.

Too many people learn the hard
way that the person who enrolled
them in October is nowhere to be

found in March. That’s not how it
should be. Your broker should be
there all year — when a claim is
denied, when the pharmacy says
your drug isn’t covered, when you
move, lose a spouse, or simply have
a question keeping you up at night.
Medicare doesn’t stop being con-
fusing on December 8th, and your
support shouldn’t either. If you're
on a Medicare Advantage plan
and something isn’t working come
January, the Medicare Advantage
Open Enrollment Period, January 1
through March 31, allows one plan
change. You have options.

You are never alone.

Medicare has a way of making
good, capable people feel isolated
— sitting at the kitchen table with
a stack of mail and a ringing phone,
unsure who to trust. You don’t have
to live that way. Simple question or
complicated situation, you deserve
real answers from someone who
knows you, and who will still pick
up the phone next year and the year
after that.

About the Author:

Jim Schmidst is a trusted Medicare
Advocate here in Arizona, since
2006. Jim never charges a fee for
those that are in need or reach out to
him. Contact Jim any time at 480-
296-3900 or JimSchmidt@Medicare-
AndYou.Reviews

I do not offer every plan available in your area. Any
information we provide is limited to those plans we
do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov
or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of
your options.



6 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026 | PEORIA INDEPENDENT | YOURVALLEY.NET

BUSINESS IN BRIEF

Flower Child sets opening
date for Peoria restaurant

Flower Child says it will open its
Peoria restaurant at The Trailhead
on Nov. 17.

Now spanning 18 states, the
popular restaurant continues its
growth with Flower Child Peoria,
8226 W. Happy Valley Road, be-
coming its 48th location.

The restaurants will offer the
bright, lively atmosphere Flower
Child is known for, alongside its
made-from-scratch dishes that
cater to all lifestyles, from vege-
tarian and vegan to gluten-free
and everything in between, ac-
cording to a news release.

The restaurant will offer dine-
in service, online ordering and
takeout through the Flower Child

Flower Child is opening its newest restau-
rant at The Trailhead in Peoria. (Submit-
ted/Flower Child)

app. Flower Child is open daily for
lunch and dinner from 11a.m. to 9

p.m.

MORE ONLINE

See more news atyourvalley.net

Sonic drive-in
permanently closed

The Sonic drive-in at 8359 W.
Deer Valley Road permanently
closed Oct. 30.

A flyer at the location thanked
employees, saying with a “heavy
heart” the business has officially
closed, and thanked the employ-
ees for their hard work, dedication
and contributions over the years.

A Sonic spokesperson sent a
statement to Peoria Independent,
but did not address the reason for
the closure: “We want to thank
our guests and the community
for their support and patronage
over the years. We appreciate the
opportunity to have served you.”

The Sonic closure is one of three

* See Sonic Page 8
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The Sonic at 8359 W. Deer Valley Road has per-
manently closed. (Sonic)

Your Hometown
Dentist

Serving The Sun Cities for Over 30 years
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of Dental Medicine .
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Build, Preserve and
Transition Wealth

Disciplined, goal-based
financial planning for
wealth development,
retirement readiness,
and long-term
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Carl Alvarez, RICP®
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23195 N. 91st Drive | Peoria, AZ 85383
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Don’t settle for driving all over.
Get more of your
healthcare in one place.

At ArchWell Health, tests, screenings, and other services are
available right at your center. That means fewer trips, less
coordinating, and more of your day to yourself.

We dare to care.

Primary Care for Phoenicians Age 60+

Become a member today
at ArchWellHealth.com
or call (480) 870-7133.
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Sonic
* From page 6

fast food closures at 83rd Avenue
and Deer Valley Road in the last
year, the others being Jack in the
Box and Salad and Go.

Peoria Innovation
Core earns Westmarc’s
Economic Engine Award

Westmarc has named the Peo-
ria Innovation Core the 2026
West Valley Economic Engine
Award.

City officials accepted the
award at State Farm Stadium
Oct. 22.

The award recognizes PIC for
generating significant econom-
icimpact and job creation in the
West Valley.

The honor celebrates Peoria’s
work to attract businesses, ex-
pand career opportunities and
strengthen the regional econo-
my.
Amkor Technology, the PIC’s
first business now under con-
struction, represents a $12 bil-
lion investment in Peoria for the
first and second phases of its
advanced packaging and test
campus.

With the additional expansion,

T

5,

Peoria has won Westmarc’s Economic Engine Award. Pictured is Amkor Technoi

il

Precious Metals Refinery opened its newest location in Peoria Nov. 2. (Submitted photo/PMR)

Amkor expects its Peoria work-
force to grow to about 3,500 em-
ployees.

Westmarc’s annual Best of the
West Awards recognize leaders,
organizations and initiatives ad-
vancing innovation, economic
development and quality of life
across the region.

Precious Metals Refinery
brings new location to city

Precious Metals Refinery
opened its newest location in
Peoria, 9127 W. Union Hills Drive,
Suite C, Nov. 2.

The location expands PMR’s
presence in the West Valley

i =

égy being built, the

first tech company in the Peoria Innovation Core. (Independent Newsmedia/Philip Haldiman)

and joins the company’s exist-
ing Valley locations in Phoenix,
Scottsdale and Tempe.

Precious Metals Refinery spe-
cializes in purchasing gold, sil-
ver, diamonds, jewelry, watches,
coins, bullion, and estate collec-
tions.

Unlike traditional pawn shops
or buyers who send valuables
away for evaluation, PMR pro-
vides private, secure buying
offices where customers can
watch their items being evaluat-
ed in front of them.

PMR’s buyers explain the eval-
uation process, answer ques-
tions and provide competitive
offers based on each item’s
characteristics and current mar-
ket conditions.

Customers are not obligated
to sell, and complimentary eval-
uations are available to custom-
ers who want to better under-
stand the potential value of their
items.

Council approves
agreement amendment
for spec building

Peoria City Council approved
a new amendment to its pur-
chase and sale agreement with
Opus Development Co.. which

has plans to build a speculative
industrial space on 12.2 acres in
the Peoria Innovation Core near
the northeast corner of Amkor
Way and 96th Avenue.

This is the agreement’s sixth
amendment and was required to
come before council because it
is related to parcels adjacent to
the Opus parcel — Lot 4 and Lot
5, which are city owned.

The approval allows for con-
struction to move forward on the
project.

To read the full story, go to
yourvalley.net/peoria-indepen-
dent.

Cancer group names
Peoria resident chief
development officer

Cancer Support Community
Arizona has named Peoria resi-
dent Aaron Dunn chief develop-
ment officer.

Dunn brings more than 25
years of leadership experience
across nonprofits and faith-

based communities,

i with a background
f \ in revenue growth,
gﬁ corporate partner-

="~ ships, large-scale
M fundraising events,
‘Aaron Dunn and team develop-
ment.

Dunn will lead
CSCAZ’s development strategy,
working alongside CEO Kristen
Genovese and the development
team to strengthen donor re-
lationships and grow philan-
thropic investment. His focus
will include corporate partner-
ships and sponsorships, individ-
ual and major gifts, fundraising
events, and legacy giving. His
leadership will help build the fi-
nancial foundation for CSCAZ’s
continued growth as the orga-
nization works to expand its im-
pact across Arizona.
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Retirement Living with More to Savor!

Great meals are better when paired with great company.
Our Signature Freedom Dining program brings chef-prepared
cuisine, flexible dining, together around the table.
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you’ll find a welcoming community filled with good food,
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¢ Live-In Managers!

¢ Month-to-Month Rent

¢ Signature Freedom Dining Program
¢ 3 Fresh Chef-Prepared Meals Daily
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¢ 24-Hour Emergency Alert System
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¢ Robust Social Calendar
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Briefs
* From page 4

Peoria leader named
economic development
director of year

Peoria’s Maria Laughner has
been named Economic Develop-
ment Director of the Year by the
publication “Government Busi-
ness Review.”

Bringing jobs closer to home
and expanding opportunities
for residents are at the heart of
Laughner’s work, ac-
cording to a recent
city newsletter.

The “Government
Business Review”
publication high-
lights Laughner’s
“live-work-play” ap-

proach, connecting
business attraction and job cre-
ation with housing, schools, infra-

Maria
Laughner

The city approved funds for second public safety helicopter. (City of Peoria)

structure and amenities.

Guided by the city council and
city manager’s vision, her work
is helping Peoria grow as an em-
ployment hub while preserving

its quality of life, the newsletter
states.

From advancing the Peoria In-
novation Core to building work-
force partnerships that connect

Each year, nearly
18 million ER visits

result in a hospital stay.

Expert emergency care when you need it.

Advanced care when you need more.

Co’)

‘ 24/7 t

24/7 Expert
Emergency Care  Abrazo Health
Network

Expert care. Connected care. Close to home. | @

ElrfE

Connected to the  Access to hospital,
Specialty Care &
Rehabilitation

©

Compassionate Care
Close to Home

Visit AbrazoHealth.com/WeCare

to learn more.

students with career opportuni-
ties, Laughner is helping shape
a future with shorter commutes
and more opportunities in Peoria,
the newsletter states.

Abrazo
Peoria Emergency Center

16815 W Bell Rd, Surprise, AZ 85374
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Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,

I m ag i ne yo ur h om el tOta I Iy @) rg an ized ! Home Offices, Laundries, Pantries,

Wall Beds, Hobby Rooms and more!
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Plus
Free Installation

PLUS TAKE 1 50/

AN EXTRA (0 Off
Terms and Conditions: 40% off any order of $1000 or more or
30% off any order of $700-51000 on any complete unit order
of custom closet, garage, or home office, and any other
products. Take an additional 15% off on any complete unit
order. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with
any unit order of $850 or more. With incoming order, at time

of purchase only. Offer not valid in all regions.
Expires 11/30/26.

SPECIAL FINANCING
FOR 18 MONTHS!

With approved credit. Call or ask your Designer for details.
Not available in all areas.

s
-

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

480-764-2384 @ (D ClosetsbyDesign

closetsbydesign.com nmoao

Locally Owned and Operated. Licensed and Insured: ROC312904
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EDUCATION NEWS

Peoria Unified kicks off superintendent search

o
-

Peoria Unified students excited to learn. The dis-
trict has launched its superintendent search. The
new leader will oversee nearly 40,000 students
throughout the district. (Peoria Unified)

District will take input
from staff, parents,

community members
By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

To kick off its search for a new
superintendent, Peoria Unified
School District is asking for input
from the community.

Spokesperson Sara Meredith
said the district is conducting a
survey to gain input for the super-
intendent search.

Staff, parents and community
members may take the brief sur-
vey at hyasurvey.com/peoriaaz
through Monday, Nov. 23.

2027-28 REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

SEERYAREY,

District

MORE ONLINE

See more news at yourvalley.net

“We launched the superinten-
dentsearch survey with the hopes
of getting as much community
feedback as possible,” Meredith
said.

The governing board approved
$36,000, allowing the executive
firm Hazard, Young, Attea & As-
sociates to conduct the local and
national search.

For the next step in the time-
line, a leadership profile will be
presented to the governing board
for approval Dec. 9.

Superintendent applications
will close Jan. 8, 2027, and can-
didate interviews are expected
to begin in February. Anticipated
superintendent selection is ex-

TIMELINE

Nov. 23: Superintendent sur-
vey closes

Dec. 9: Leadership profile will
be presented for approval

Jan. 8: Applications close

February: Candidate inter-
views expected to take place
February or March: Anticipat-
ed superintendent selection
expected to take place

pected to take place in February
or March.
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Peoria Unified bands
shine at Sounds at Sunrise

Nearly 20 high school marching
bands from throughout the state de-
scended upon Sunrise Mountain High
School in Peoria for the Third Annuall
Sounds at Sunrise marching competi-
tion, Oct. 17.

Sunrise Mountain High School took
first place in the 4A division, and Cen-
tennial High School took first place in
the 3A division.

The competition marched on with

W/,

Phoenix
Children's

GiveToPCH.org

Because
Moments
Count

Peoria Unified marching bands performing at the Sounds at Sunrise competition. (Submitted

Peoria Unified schools winning and
others placing high in their divisions

This event was an Arizona March-
ing Band Association competition, us-
ing “quality adjudication that follows
national standards and trends, inte-
grating contemporary marching arts
design and technology.”

Arizona schools face
choices over spending

Arizona ranks near the bottom
nationally in per-student education

\If/

-
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%“‘I W
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spending, while just over half of
school districts’ operating budgets
go directly toward classroom instruc-
tion.

According to the Arizona Auditor
General’s fiscal year 2025 School
District Spending Analysis, 52.1%
of statewide operational spending
went toward instruction. At the same
time, national comparisons continue
to show Arizona spending less per
student than most other states.

Read the full story at yourvalley.
net/peoria-independent.

Teenager earns rookie of
year racer honor

Peoria High School sophomore
Drew Madrid has earned the 2026
International Motor Contest Associ-
ation Southern Region Rookie of the
Year honor in the Hobby Stock divi-
sion.

Drew is a three-sport varsity letter
athlete and honor roll student, com-

peting in football, basketball and
baseball. He has also spent the year
racing a full-size IMCA Hobby Stock
while continuing to compete in go-
karts and RC dirt-track racing.

Drew’s racing experience spans
three levels of the sport: full-size dirt-
track racing, go-kart racing and RC
dirt-track racing. Each requires a dif-
ferent type of control, strategy and
discipline.

Peoria High School sophomore Drew Madrid
has earned the 2026 International Motor Con-
test Association Southern Region Rookie of
the Year honor in the Hobby Stock division.
(Submitted photo)

Presented by:

= CornerStone
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WEST VALLEY PREPS

Huynh does Whatever 1t takes for Lions

By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Braxton Huynh had not played
quarterback for four years.

With sophomore starter Jason
Haines out for the year and se-
nior backup Kenny Raymond not
cleared to play for one of the most
anticipated games with Centen-
nial in the rivalry’s history, that’s
where he was Nov. 6.

Coach Colin Thomas did not
hesitate, even though Huynh had
three to four days of practice.

“The competitor that he is, he
embraced that challenge,” Thom-
as said. “l thought he did a heck of
a job in the first half before he got
hurt. He’s the ultimate competitor
and teammate. He saw what the
team needed and was ready to go
forus.”

Huynh played quarterback un-
til he entered high school. Now
he was taking snaps in a contest
MaxPreps labeled the No. 1 game
in the country.

He completed four passes for
47 yards and a touchdown, be-
fore being injured. Raymond was
cleared at halftime and finished
the 21-14 win.

“That experience Friday, me go-
ing to quarterback, at first it was
a little shocking. But my coaches
and teammates did a good job
of talking to me and preparing
me for that game,” Huynh said.
“Even being hurt and being on
the sidelines, being able to cheer
my teammates and watch was ex-
tremely fun.”

Huynh should be back — prob-
ably at receiver — for the Lions
home Open Division quarterfinal

Liberty senior
wide receiver
Braxton Huynh
poses in the
team room at
the Peoria high
school Nov. 10.
(Independent
Newsmedia/
Richard Smith)

Nov. 20.

He watched from the Moun-
tain America Stadium stands as
Liberty won its first Open Division
title in 2023.

“Playing youth ball was a lot of
fun and games, and it still is, ob-
viously. But seeing how Liberty
moves with the program | knew
this was serious. This is a different
type of ball,” Huynh said. “Specifi-
cally Liberty, too, because Liberty
does things no other high school
does’”

One year later, he was a key cog
in helping the Lions defend the
crown against Chandler Basha.

As a sophomore Huynh led the
Lions with 64 catches for 1,074
yards and 11 touchdowns.

“He’s a very detail-oriented kid
and very driven. Even as a fresh-
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MORE ONLINE

Find high school sports stats online at YourValley.net.
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man you could see that,” Thom-
as said. “We bought him up as a
sophomore and realized pretty
quickly that he was going to be a
dynamic player. He was our best
player on the field most of that
year as a sophomore.”

He said senior quarterback
Hayden Fletcher was a mentor.

“Before the season, we had
the 7-on-7 things. Even for that
he would always be there, help-
ing me communicate with stuff |
didn’t know,” Huynh said.

Injured during the Lions 2025
game at Corner Canyon in Utah,
Huynh missed the next four
games of his junior year.

Huynh was the lone source of
offensive explosiveness in Liber-
ty’s 19-16 Open semifinal loss to
Basha, catching seven passes for

101yards and a score.

He said the 2026 team is the
closest knit group he has been a
part of.

It began at camp in Prescott,
with teammates talking about
their lives outside of football.

“Sometimes | think about last
year and | think it was separated
into groups a little bit. | really think
this team is one whole team,”
Huynh said. “I'll go out there and
fight for my guys. Every guy is all
in for each other. It’s really showed
on the field”

Thomas said Huynh grew into
a leadership role naturally, partic-
ularly this year.

He works with Haines, receiver
Jayveon Davidson and tight end
Jayden Sellers plus another soph-
omore — younger brother Brody.

This team knew what it had be-
fore the season.

Its lone loss at Basha brought
the team back to Earth

“Sometimes the losses, you
learn more from them,” Huynh
said.

Chandler, Basha and Chandler
Basha began the season ranked
in MaxPreps’ national top 25.

Liberty ended it with the top
seed in the Open Division. Now
they want to get back to the title

“It would be nice to do some-
thing no one thought we would
do at the beginning of the sea-
son,” Huynh said.

Huynh committed to play at
San Diego State.

He has taken sports medicine
classes at Liberty and thinks he
will major in a related field.
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West Valley Preps’ boys
basketball preview

Compiled By Richard Smith
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

The boys basketball season
starts Nov. 18. The Peoria Inde-
pendent asked the local coaches
for their outlook on the season.

Glendale Prep Griffins

2A West Region

2025-26 Record: 19-8 overall,
7-1 region (First round of 2A play-
offs)

Coach: Noah Roundy (Fourth
season as Glendale Prep coach)

Top Returnee: G Ben Wieland,
6-3, Jr., (3.9 ppg, 11 rpg).

How many years have you
coached basketball? | have
coached basketball for eight
years and going into my fourth
year as head of the program.

What is your team’s best at-
tribute entering this season?
Our team’s best attribute is their
coachability. This is a group that
will do anything | ask with a smile
on their face. We will be able to
throw other teams off with our
length and speed defensively.

What will your team need to
improve for the season to be
a success? We will need to im-
prove on the details, specifically
on the offensive end. Our group
is younger this year, and has lots
of room to grow in ball handling,
decision making and overall initi-
ating offense.

Who are your team leaders?

get downhill and use his length to
score. KJ plays with so much en-
ergy on the glass, that he will be
getting many offensive putback
opportunities. Andrew leads by
example and will do anything that
is asked of him showing the oth-
ers how a senior can and should
lead.

Who are newcomers to the
varsity squad who could make
an impact? Two others that will
make an impact are brothers Ma-
son and Max Salonga. They are
pests on defense that will pick
you up full court and continue to
improve on the offensive end. An-
other varsity newcomer that will
make an impact is Evan Larson.
He plays with so much energy,
and will be able to make things
happen on both ends with his
speed and length

What needs to happenforyour
squad to reach the state tour-
nament this season, or achieve
the goals the team has set? Our
goals are to be the best versions
of ourselves and get 1% better ev-
eryday. Realistically with a young-
er group, our goal is to make the
play-in game being seeded 9-24.
This goal can be accomplished
if we can disrupt other teams on
the defensive end, and if we can
get the shots we want to take on
the offensive end while limiting
turnovers.

Liberty Lions

PGA TOUR

SUPERSTORE

EVERYTHI
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Our team leaders are our only .
varsity returner, 6-3 junior guard 6A Desert Valley Region
Ben Wieland, 6-2 junior forward 2025-26 Record: 22-9 overall,
KJ Devine, and senior forward ©-2region (6Achampions)
Andrew Abusada. Ben will be our Coach: Mark Wood (2ist sea-
primary offensive threat, able to
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* See Basketball Page 27
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Sailing
* From page 1

nearly a decade. Now that he
has been denied a lease renewal,
the local sailing community is in
jeopardy, he said.

“This is not simply about Tiller
and Kites. It is about whether Ari-
zona intends to maintain a viable
sailing community. If a major sail-
ing operation can be eliminated
without a replacement plan, every
sailor should be paying atten-
tion,” Felice said. “The communi-
ty deserves transparency. Sailors
deserve answers. Parents deserve
answers. Veterans and adaptive
sports participants deserve an-
swers. Youth organizations de-
serve answers.”

MWD has not responded to
specific questions regarding the
termination of the lease.

In a statement sent to Peoria
Independent, recently appointed

Tiller & Kites on a sailing excursion with the Blind Buccaneers, a group of

blind and visually impaired teenagers. (Submitted/Tiller & Kites)

MWD General Manager Andrew
Fraser said the decision not to re-
new the lease was made prior to
his appointment.

Fraser said under new leader-
ship, the district will evaluate the
services and operations at Pleas-

ant Harbor to ensure they align
with the district’s mission, oper-
ational needs and long-term ob-
jectives.

Maricopa Water District’s pri-
mary purpose as an irrigation dis-
trictis to provide water for agricul-

tural, rural, and municipal uses,
while the recreational services at
the lake are secondary and play
a role in serving the communi-
ty and supporting the district’s
broader interests, Fraser said.

“Our goal is to ensure Pleas-
ant Harbor continues to provide
valuable recreational opportuni-
ties while remaining consistent
with the district’s responsibilities
and interests. As part of this eval-
uation, we will be reviewing the
various services and business ar-
rangements at Pleasant Harbor
to determine how best to manage
these resources moving forward,”
he said.

Blowback

The closure of Tiller & Kites has
drawn attention from local boat-
ers and a state legislator.

Sen. Janae Shamp, R-Surprise,
in a letter to the MWD board,

* See Sailing Page 17
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Sailing
* From page 16

said the closure of Tiller & Kites
threatens to extinguish the most
influential sailing facility in Ar-
izona and undermines years of
economic activity that has made
Lake Pleasant known to sailors
worldwide.

Shamp formally requested the
MWD board and management
schedule a meeting with the
principals of Tiller & Kites to ne-
gotiate and execute a “renewed,
long-term lease that provides the
stability necessary for continued
operations and growth.”

She also requested a written
explanation of the decision-mak-
ing process that led to the lease
non-renewal or cancellation of
Tiller & Kites.

None of that has come to frui-
tion, and Shamp said she is frus-
trated by MWD. She said she is

prepared to pursue action in the
next legislative session if the dis-
trict does not respond.

“Canceling or refusing to renew
a lease for an established, com-
munity serving operator that has
operated in good faith for years
raises serious questions of pro-
cess, transparency, and priori-
ties. Month-to-month tenancy is
incompatible with the capital in-
vestment, program development,
grant applications, and institu-
tional partnerships required to
sustain and expand sailing at this
level,” Shamp wrote in the letter. I
feel for the local business owners
who are now facing the loss of ev-
erything they’ve built because of
these arbitrary decisions by a se-
lect few.”

In an emailed statement to
Peoria Independent, she said
“The (Maricopa Water District)
board’s behavior is something |
would have expected from a com-
munist regime, not here in Ameri-

ca. The board still has a chance to
do the right thing by these busi-
ness owners.”

Colette Birch, who has had
sailboats on Lake Pleasant for 12
years, likened the absence of Til-
ler & Kites to losing a mechanic
that can only work on your auto-
mobile.

“It's no different from your car.
Boats need regular maintenance
just like a car should receive oil
changes regularly,” she said.

Source of Revenue

Pleasant Harbor Marina is
hometo 214 sailboats — 62 docked
and 152 in storage that brings in
nearly $600,000 in annual reve-
nue, according to a Maricopa Wa-
ter District board document.

The docked boats equate to
about $360,840 in annual rev-
enue or an estimated 8.5% of
docked boat revenue. The stored
boats equate to about $230,000
in annual revenue or an estimat-
ed 12% of stored boat revenue.

“The sailboat customer base
represents a meaningful source
of recurring Pleasant Harbor rev-
enue,” the document states.

Local boaters have said without
the support Tiller & Kites provides,
the sailing community could dry
up at Lake Pleasant, which would
be a hit to the MWD budget.

Read the full story online at
yourvalley.net/peoria-indepen-
dent.

Senior News Editor Philip
Haldiman can be reached at
phaldiman@iniusa.org, or on X
@philiphaldiman. Please sub-
mit comments at yourvalley.
net/letters or email them to
azopinions@iniusa.org. We are
committed to publishing a wide
variety of reader opinions, as
long as they meet our Civility
Guidelines.
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REAL ESTATE @

Home sales dip in October

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

More people closed on sin-
gle-family homes so far this year
than in the same 10-month pe-
riod last year, according to data
from Phoenix Realtors.

Closed sales rose 0.8%
through  October. However,
closed deals last month plum-
meted 17.9% compared to a year
earlier.

Pending sales slipped 4%
year to date, and new listings
were down 2.2% compared with
the same period last year. In
October alone, pending deals
fell 45.9%, and new listings
slumped 9% compared to last

year.
“Results through
October are not too
bad compared to
last year,” said Sam-
my Glassman, board
president of Phoe-
nix Realtors. “Sin-
gle-family home sales
took a big hit for the month. In-
terest rates, economic concerns
and the upcoming election all
combined to make it a tough
month.”
Peoria is facing a similar situ-
ation.
With year-to-date numbers,
Peoria saw homes close at a

Sammy
Glassman
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PEORIA
HOUSING
BY THE
NUMBERS

New Listings: 278 (-9.4%)

Pending Sales: 108 (-45.5%)

Closed Sales: 159 (-14.5%)

Days on Market Until Sale: 75 (+1.4%)
Median Sales Price: $515,000 (-0.9%)
Average Sales Price: $564,461(-5.5%)
Percent of List Price Received: 98.2%

pace 2.6% faster than in 2025,
with pending sales dipping 3.2%
and new listings slipping 1.2%.

The median price of a Peoria
single-family home was flat, ris-
ing just 0.2% to $530,000 from
$529,000 last year.

Glassman said days on the
market in Peoria held steady
this year at 73, the same as last
year.

Median sales price so far this
year in Greater Phoenix remains

flat at $480,000 when compar-  (00%)
ing through the end of October  [nventory of Homes for Sale: 937
last year. The median price was  (+18.8%)

down 1% compared to October

. 0
2025, Months Supply of Inventory: 4.6 (+211%)
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Peoria experiences elections across the board

By PHILIP HALDIMAN
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

In this year’s general elec-
tion, there were races for mayor,
city council, and Peoria Unified
School District governing board,
as well as propositions affecting
residents across the city.

And as Election 2026 comes
to a close, with the season of giv-
ing approaching, the winners are
thankful for the gift of victory,
including Peoria Unified, which
received approval from the vot-
ers for an extended maintenance
and operations override that will
result in millions in funding for
school programs and people.

Most recent results show the
override, known as Proposition
428, has 53% with 46,638 votes in
favor, and 47% with 41,355 votes

in opposition, according to unof-
ficial results.

Final official results are expect-
ed to be approved in the coming
week.

Voters failed to approve a 15%
override in the election last year,
and had the measure failed this
year, the district would have had
to cut a total of $33 million by fis-
cal year 2029.

District officials said that could
have meant a compensation de-
crease for staff as well as elimina-
tion of certain health care profes-
sionals and assistant principals
on all district campuses.

It also could have meant in-
crease in class sizes and decrease
in programs such as arts, music,
physical education and gifted
education programs, as well as

fees related to athletic and extra-
curricular activities, among other
cuts or fees.

Interim Superintendent Tahlya
Visintainer said in a statement the
district could not be prouder to be
part of a community of educators,
support staff, business leaders,
retirees and parents who rallied
for the district to pass Proposition
428.

For the children who rely on a
school nurse, the kindergartners
who start their day in a full-day
classroom and the students who
find their place in band, art and
athletics, Peoria Unified’s com-
munity voted to keep those op-
portunities alive, she said.

“Our community has entrusted
us to educate more than 34,000
students and we are grateful for

HAVE AN OPINION
ON THIS ISSUE?

Want to contribute to the
conversation? Email us at
azopinions@iniusa.org

their support. We will be careful
stewards, and we will continue to
involve our community in conver-
sations on what restoring these
funds means for our future,” she
said.

Also in the Peoria Unified
School District, incumbents Me-
lissa Ewing and Heather Rooks
will retain their seats on the
five-person board.

* See Election Page 26
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If you have been following my
monthly market updates, you
know that real estate numbers can
sometimes (I'm being gracious using
the word ‘sometimes’) tell a confusing
story. One month prices are up, the
next month they are down, and it can
leave homeowners wondering what
their home is actually worth. This
month is a perfect example of why
I always encourage people to look
beyond just the average sales price.

Over the past 30 days, the average
sales price across our entire Phoenix
area MLS dropped 1.20%. Here
in 85383, however, the average
sales price jumped an impressive
11.71%. That sounds like fantastic
news, especially considering that our
average sales price dropped almost
19% the previous month.

But before we celebrate too
much, let’s put those numbers into
perspective.

Of the 79 homes that sold in 85383
over the past month, 12 sold for $1
million or more, including two that
sold for $2,050,000 and $2,075,000.
Compare that with the previous 30
days, when we had only six sales over
$1 million, with the highest selling
for $1,986,250.

What I find particularly interesting
is that last month, only 6.1% of
the homes sold were priced at $1
million or more. This month, that
number jumped to 15.2%. So even
though we had fewer total sales,

Sponsored Content

Higher Prices, Fewer Sales: What's Really
Happening in the Upper Westside?

we actually doubled the number of
homes selling above $1 million. That
helps explain why our average sales
price increased so dramatically. It
doesn’t necessarily mean individual
home values increased that much. It
means we had a larger percentage of
higher priced homes included in this
month’s sales.

That is why I think looking at the
bigger picture is so important.

When we compare where we
started the year to where we are
today, the story looks a little
different. In January, the average
sales price across our entire MLS
was $609,432. Today, it is $609,226.
That is practically unchanged.

Here in 85383, our average sales
price is actually down approximately
3.2% since January. So despite some
pretty dramatic monthly swings,
our local market has experienced a
modest decline in average sales prices
over the course of the year.

Another number that caught my
attention is the number of homes
selling. During the previous 30 days,
we had 98 homes close in 85383. This
past month, that number dropped
to 79, a decrease of approximately
19%. At the same time, our average
days on market increased from 80 to
94 days.

That tells me buyers are still out
there, but they are taking their time
and being more selective. Homes are

selling, but sellers need to be prepared
for a longer marketing period than
we experienced earlier in the year.

Interest Rates Are Back in the Headlines

Mortgage rates have also been
making news recently. After several
weeks of modest declines, rates took
a noticeable jump following the latest
inflation report.

According to the mortgage rate
reports 1 reviewed, the average
30 year fixed mortgage rate had
declined to approximately 7.18%
in early November. However,
following hotter than expected
inflation numbers, Mortgage News
Daily reported rates jumping to
approximately 7.30% on November
10 (the day before I'm writing this
article).

While that may not sound like a
huge difference, even small changes
in interest rates affect monthly
payments, especially with today’s
home prices. For buyers already
stretching their budgets, affordability
continues to be a major concern.

And that affects sellers, too.

When buyers are concerned
about their monthly payments, they
become more sensitive to pricing.
They may ask for closing cost
assistance, interest rate buydowns
or other concessions to make the
purchase work.

So What Does This Mean for Upper West
Side Homeowners?

I think the biggest takeaway is that
our market is still moving, but it is
not the same market we experienced
a few years ago. Buyers have become
more cautious, homes are taking
longer to sell, and pricing correctly
from the beginning is more important
than ever.

One thing I always remind sellers
is that your home is not competing
against the average home in 85383.
It is competing against the homes
buyers are looking at in your
particular neighborhood and price
range.

If you are considering selling in the
next three to six months, give me a
call. I would be happy to look at what
homes similar to yours are actually
selling for, how long they are taking
to sell, and what you can realistically
expect in today’s market.

Sometimes the best decision
starts with simply having the right
information.

Frank May grew up in the
Valley, graduating from
Northwest Christian
School and  Northern
Arigona University. He
is a real estate agent and
has been helping both buyers and sellers
Jor over 25 years. Dave Ramsey,
RamseyTrusted/Endorsed Local
Provider 2003-2026.
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Nature, wellness peacefully collide at Saddleback

By Philip Haldiman
INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

An ambitious master-planned community in far
north Peoria is being developed to blend home-
ownership with natural surroundings and a well-
ness-forward lifestyle.

Austin-based Castle Hill Partners, developers
of the $1 billion Saddleback community, offered
an exclusive hard-hat tour of the 5,300-acre proj-
ect Oct. 22. The development, upon completion, is
anticipated to include about 6,500 single-family
homes, 180 multifamily residences, a resort and
up to 2 million square feet of commercial develop-
ment.

Prices for homes in the first phase range from
the mid-$400,000s to the mid-$600,000s, with
homes built by Lennar and Taylor Morrison.

Build out is projected in about 15 years.

Carlee Ryan, vice president of development for
Castle Hill, said the first residents of the first vil-
lage, named Saltbrush, recently moved in and 33
home sites in the neighborhood have been sold.

She said with 2,500 acres of open space
throughout the project and 60 miles of trails, the

®
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yourvalley.net
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ENTER CODE: News28

Carlee Ryan, vice president of development for Castle Hill Part-
ners, leads a hard-hat tour of Peoria’s newest master-planned
community Saddleback Oct. 22. (Independent Newsmedia/Philip
Haldiman)

focus at Saddleback is on outdoor recreation and
connection to nature.

“Every neighborhood village will have their own
local trail, and the idea is that every village will be
able to get on the greater Saddleback trail net-
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Midwestern University
Body Donation Program

Tomorrow's Healthcare Team

work,” Ryan said. “I've stolen this from our trail de-
signer Avid Trails, but every homesite is a trailhead,
and thatis how we like to think about it. From here
you can get anywhere.”

Currently the focus has been on building Sad-
dleback’s residential aspect and continuing on a
major native plant salvage operation that develop-
ers say sets this master-planned community apart
from others.

Tim Keenan, vice president of construction and
development for Castle Hill, said Saddleback is a
legacy project that stands out from other housing
communities.

He said the salvage operation has saved thou-
sands of saguaros, as well as other native plants
that were on the land prior to construction.

The plants were taken from their original loca-
tion on site to one of three nurseries on the prop-
erty and cared for until they were strategically relo-
cated and replanted throughout Saddleback.

The salvage operation was no small feat be-
cause of the many rules in Arizona governing sa-
guaros and how ecologically and culturally vital
they are to the Sonoran Desert.

* See Saddleback Page 23
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Your gift will help educate compassionate
healthcare professionals for tomorrow.

For more information, call: 623-806-7990

20195 North 57th Avenue | Glendale, Arizona 85308

azbodydonation@midwestern.edu | www.midwestern.edu/bodydonation
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Saddleback
* From page 22

Keenan said people have been try-
ing to develop the Saddleback land
for 40 years, but the terrain and na-
tive plants have made it difficult.

He credits Castle Hill for sticking
with their vision and not being afraid
to make it work.

“To me, Saguaros are Arizona.
I've never worked on a bigger sal-
vage project than this, and it was a

major undertaking,” he said. “Each
plant was moved with great care to
one of the nurseries on site where
we watered and kept the plants
alive. Saguaros are unique because
they must be planted in the same
direction they were originally in the
ground. And they must be kept up-
right so they don’t fall over, which
is the worst thing that can happen
to them. This is the last project | will
work on before | retire. I'm proud of a
lot of my projects, but this is special.”
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By Jenna Meyer

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SIERRA WINDS

The holidays have a way of making
things visible.

Adult children fly in, drive in, show
up with casseroles and good intentions.
They sit across the dinner table from a
parent they haven’t seen since spring
and notice things like a stack of un-
opened mail, a refrigerator that’s mostly
empty, or a house that feels a little hard-
er to manage than it did the last time
they were here.

They don’t say anything right away,
but they drive home thinking about it.

I’ve heard this story more times than
I can count from adult children who
came to tour Sierra Winds not because
their parent asked, but because Thanks-
giving or Christmas brought something
into focus that hadn’t been visible from
a distance. The holidays have a way of

SPONSORED CONTENT

When the Kids Come to Visit

compressing time and putting people in
the same room. Sometimes what you
see in that room prompts a conversation
that may be overdue.

That conversation is a hard one to
start. Nobody wants to feel like they’re
pushing. Nobody wants to feel like
they’re being managed. The dynamic
is delicate, and I've watched it go side-
ways when it’s approached as a prob-
lem to solve rather than a future to plan
together.

The families who navigate it best tend
to come in curious rather than decid-
ed. They’re not arriving with a plan to
convince anyone of anything. Instead,
they’re asking questions. What would
make things easier? What does a good
day look like? What would you want if
something changed?

Those questions open doors that
phrasing like “we need to talk about

Jenna Meyer

your living situation” tends to close.
What I’d suggest to any adult child
heading home for the holidays is this:
pay attention to what you observe, but
lead with what you fee/. “I've been
thinking about you” is heard different-
ly than “I've been worried about you.”

One opens a conversation while the
other puts someone on the defensive
before it’s even started.

And if the conversation naturally
turns to what options exist and what
a community like Sierra Winds actu-
ally looks like day to day, I'd encour-
age families to explore it together. Ap-
proach it not as a decision being made
for someone, but as a choice being
made with them. There’s a real differ-
ence, and the people on the receiving
end feel it immediately.

The holidays are a natural moment
for all of this, because being together
is rare enough that the timing matters.
Use the time well. Ask the questions
that are harder to ask from across the
country. Listen more than you talk.

And if what you hear tells you it might
be time to learn more, Sierra Winds is a
good place to start.

11

The people here
are like family. We
laugh, we share
meals, we truly care
about each other!

SIERRANX/INDS

Shine Brighter. Live Bolder.
Managed by Sun Health

Everything you need
is right here!

From engaging activities and welcoming
friends to thoughtful care and modern
amenities, Sierra Winds brings everything
you need for a vibrant, worry-free retirement
all in one place.

Schedule Your Tour Today! | 480-790-8827
17300 North 88th Ave. | Peoria, AZ 85382

SierraWinds.com
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Traffic
* From page 1

Intrieri said in his experience,
there are two things that every
resident desires — low crime and
safe streets.

As a former motorcycle cop,
Intrieri said, he has worked us-
ing data to deploy personnel to
be most effective through aware-
ness and visibility by being pres-
ent in the right areas at the right
times to affect behavior.

“We used to joke around and
call it behavior modification, but
that’s exactly what it is. We are
modifying behavior and we are
letting people know that they
need to be aware of their sur-
roundings and the risks they pose
to others,” he said.

Citations and written warnings
grew from 8,981 in 2023, to 12,057
in 2025 — a 34% increase in traf-
fic safety efforts, according to the

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS

HOLIDAY SEASON AND REDUCE

YOUR AZ STATE TAXES!

Donate and lower your 2026 Arizona
state tax bill dollar-for-dollar*—up to
$506 for single filers or $1,009 for

married couples filing jointly.

* No itemizing needed to claim your
Arizona State Tax Credit.

* Give alongside your Foster Care and

School Tax Credits.

Donate securely at www.Benevilla.org
or call Donor Relations at (623) 584-4999

The assigned Qualifying Charitable Organization
code for the Benevilla AZ Tax Credit is: 20493

®)
oo :
5.5 Benevilla

o

*Please consult your tax advisor for specific tax questions.

annual report.
In 2026, the fore-
cast for proactive
enforcement and ed-
ucation is 18,418 cita-
tions and warnings
— a deliberate invest-
ment in visible deter-
rence, Intrieri said.

DUIls are down slightly from
702in 2024 to 688 in 2025.

It's about the visibility, he said.

“A ticket isn’t always about just
enforcement. It's about educa-
tion,” Intrieri said. “If you look at
the numbers, we’'ve had a signif-
icantimpact”

Senior News Editor Philip
Haldiman can be reached at
phaldiman@iniusa.org, or on X
@philiphaldiman. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpin-
ions@inusua.org. We are com-
mitted to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long

Thomas
Intrieri

j), AdSponsored by:
“INDEPENDENT
NEWSMEDIA
L4 Ous
YourValley.net

A Living Trust can help avoid
probate, organize your estate and
clearly spell out your wishes.
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Election
* From page 19

Mayor and Council
Councilor Michael Finn will
continue his more than 11-year
: stint on the Peoria
City Council, but
starting in January
he will be swornin as

mayor.
Maricopa Coun-
ty’'s most recent

counts show Finn
has 56% with 35,121
votes, and former
Peoria Police Chief
Art Miller has 44%
with 27,241 votes, ac-
cording to unofficial
results.

The council has
set aggressive eco-
nomic development goals in re-
cent years to attract major ad-
vanced industries to the city,

Art Miller

such as microchip testing and
packaging company Amkor
Technology.

City officials say investments
into the Peoria Innovation Core
and North Peoria Gateway will
bring high-paying jobs and more
revenue into the city.

Finn will take that pro-eco-
nomic development platform, as
previously laid out by Mayor Ja-
son Beck, to the mayor’s office
when he is sworn in next year.

Finn thanked the police and
fire departments, as well as city

council, fellow elected officials,
community leaders, and the
many volunteers and supporters
of his campaign.

He also thanked Miller.

“We both care deeply about
this community and want to see
it succeed, and | sincerely wish
him and his family all the best,
Finn said. “While elections are
competitive by nature, govern-
ing requires collaboration, mu-
tual respect, and a willingness
to work together. As mayor, my
commitment is to represent ev-
ery Peoria resident. We may not
always agree on every issue, but |
believe we share a common goal:
ensuring Peoria remains a safe,
thriving community where fam-
ilies and businesses
can succeed.”

Eva Osuna will be
the next Pine Dis-
trict representative
for the Peoria City
Council, bringing to
her seat historical
city roots that origi-
nated with her uncle’s service at
the dais decades ago.

Johnny Osuna’s service
on council spanned 17 years
throughout the 1980s and 90s,
and his namesake resides on
Peoria’s historic gathering place
downtown, Osuna Park.

Maricopa County’s most re-
cent counts show Osuna has
63% with 3,940 votes, and her
opponent Joysaphine Wait-

Eva Osuna

& Cloistimas on Flutton
e CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

A doy of fun, family & (uiendship! Al are welcome!

Saturday, December 12, 2026 * 9am - 5pm

ALL SAINTS OF THE DESERT EPISCOPAL CHURCH

9502 W. Hutton Dr., Sun City

www.desertsaints.org  623-974-8404

man-Powell has
37% with 2,3207
votes, according to
unofficial results.
Acacia District in-
cumbent  Jennifer

Joysaphine Crawford won her
Waitman-  gseat against write-in
Powell . .

candidate Emily Sae-
teurn.

Tad Snidecor ran unopposed
for a council seat in the Palo
Verde District.

Other Propositions

Voters also approved Propo-
sition 429, which asked for au-
thorization for the Peoria school
district to sell, lease or exchange
Kachina Elementary School
5304 W .Crocus Dr. and the Peo-
ria Unified District Administra-
tion Center 6330 W. Thunderbird
Rd., Glendale.

The district doesn’t have to sell
the properties, but now has the
authority to do so.

It is being supported by 69%

Nnews

your

N e
LW

with 56,433 votes, according to
the most recent unofficial re-
sults.

Finally, Proposition 417 will
pass, a city ballot measure that
asked voters to approve a fran-
chise agreement with the Rose
Valley water company, which
provides water to approximate-
ly 2,400 households in the West
Valley, largely Peoria.

This proposition is being sup-
ported by 63% with 40,394 votes,
according to the most recent un-
official results.

Senior News Editor Philip
Haldiman can be reached at
phaldiman@iniusa.org, or on X
@philiphaldiman. Please submit
comments at yourvalley.net/
letters or email them to AzOpin-
ions@inusua.org. We are com-
mitted to publishing a wide va-
riety of reader opinions, as long
as they meet our Civility Guide-
lines.

2
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Basketballl
* From page 15

son as Liberty coach)

Top Returnees: F Jacob Hunt-
er, Sr., 6-5(14.2 ppg, 7.4 rpg); F Tre-
vin Davis, Soph., 6-6 (9.5 ppg, 3.5
rpg)

How many years have you
coached basketball? I'm entering
my 29th year of coaching.

What is your team’s best at-
tribute entering this season? We
have a mix of veterans and youth.
Our senior leadership is strong
and our returners know what it
means to win it all.

What will your team need to
improve for the season to be a
success? The entire season is a
quest to become the best version
of ourselves. In order to do that,
we must become connected, and
the best way to do that is through
trust. When we get healthy, and
we become unbreakably connect-

ed, we have a chance to have an
incredible finish to the year.

Who are your team leaders?
All of our players are leaders. Se-
nior leaders Nicholas Topolosek
and Jacob Hunter are four year
varsity lettermen with two state
championship rings so their voice
is strong on the team. Milton
Phinnessee Ill and Trevin Davis
are strong voices as well.

Who are newcomers to the
varsity squad who could make
an impact? Amaurie Beausejore
is a senior transfer from Desert
Mountain and will make an im-
pact when he gets eligible. We
have six sophomores and one
freshman on our roster as well.

What needs to happen for
your squad to reach the state
tournament this season, or
achieve the goals the team has
set? The more trust we build, the
more connected we will be.

QUR LADY or

LOURDES

PARISH & MISSION AT LAKE PLEASANT PKWY

19002 N 128th Ave, Sun City West, AZ 85375
DAILY
Monday-Saturday at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND MASS

Saturday at 4:00 p.m.
9am Sunday  Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes
11am Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes

Vistancia Elementary School
30009 N. Sunrise Point, Peoria, AZ 85383

1pm Sunday Mass at Vistancia Elementary for
The Mission at Lake Pleasant Parkway

623-546-2767 « www.ololscw.org

Sunrise Mountain
Mustangs

5A Northwest Valley Region

2025-26 Record: 13-13 overall,
4-6 region

Coach: Gary Rath (12th year as
head coach)

Top Returnee: G Isaac
Maskovich, Sr., 6-1 (12.4 ppg, 2.2
apg); G Carter Pendleton, Sr., 6-2
(8.4 ppg, 3.2 rpg).

How many years have you
coached basketball? 12th year
varsity boys coach, 25th over-
all as a varsity coach (13 as girls
head coach at SMHS).

What is your team’s best at-
tribute entering this season?
Our ability to spread the floor
and shoot along with our unself-
ishness.

MORE SPORTS

What will your team need to
improve for the season to be a
success? Defensive rebounding,
minimizing our turnovers, shot
selection and being able to de-
fend bigger teams.

Who are your team leaders?
Steven Brown, Xavier Stassen,
Isaac Maskovich and Carter
Pendleton.

Who are newcomers to the
varsity squad who could make
an impact? Nash Parcells (se-
nior from JV last year), and
transfer Jon Yaskowitz (senior).

What needs to happen for
your squad to reach the state
tournament this season, or
achieve the goals the team
has set? Defensive rebounding,
minimize turnovers are the two
big things for us.

Find more sports online at yourvalley.net.
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD T0-DO LIST

‘MIRACLE ON 34TH
STREET’

ABOUT: Nov. 20-Dec. 27, at
Arizona Broadway Theatre, 7701 W.
Paradise Lane, Peoria. Performance

times vary.
INFO: The holiday musical
follows Kris Kringle, a depart-

ment-store Santa who claims to
be the real Santa Claus, explor-
ing themes of family, belief and
Christmas spirit.

WEB: azbroadway.org

(Submitted/Campbell’s Farmers Market & Craft
Fair)

CAMPBELL’S FARMERS
MARKET & CRAFT FAIR

ABOUT: 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 21, and Saturdays, Dec. 5 and
19, in the lot across from Campbell’s
Restaurant, 9098 W. Pinnacle Peak
Road, Peoria

INFO: The outdoor market fea-
tures fresh foods, handmade crafts
and other goods from local ven-
dors. It operates on the first and
third Saturdays of each month from
September through May.

TheaterWorks brings back the classic tale of Ebenezer Scrooge in “A Christmas Carol,” which runs Dec.

4-20 on the Peoria stage. (Submitted/TheaterWorks)

WEB: campbellsrestaurantfarm-
ersmarket.com

THANKSGIVING DAY
CLASSIC

ABOUT: 7:30 a.m. Thursday,
Nov. 26, at Peoria Sports Complex,
16101 N. 83rd Ave., Peoria

INFO: Arizona Road Racers
hosts a 10-mile race at 7:30 a.m,,
a 5K at 8:15 a.m. and a 1-mile fun
run at 8:30 a.m. Finishers receive
medals. Participants may donate
unwrapped toys for the Peoria Toy
Drive, and a portion of proceeds
supports Peoria Diamond Club
charitable programs. Registration is
online only.

WEB: arizonaroadracers.com

‘TRIBUTE TO TOBY’

ABOUT: 7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov.
30, at Arizona Broadway Theatre,
7701 W. Paradise Lane, Peoria

INFO: “TOBY - The Experience”
pays tribute to country singer Toby
Keith. The concert runs approxi-
mately 90 minutes, with tickets list-
ed at $70.

WEB: azbroadway.org/shows/
tribute-to-toby-2

‘A GHRISTMAS CAROL’
ABOUT: Dec. 4-20, at Peoria
Center for the Performing Arts,
10580 N. 83rd Drive, Peoria.
Performance times vary.

INFO: TheaterWorks  pres-

YOUR EVENTS, PLEASE

We welcome your events for our
neighborhood To-Do List page.
Please send the following for
publication in our calendar:
name of the event, time, date
and location with address and
if there is a cost to attend.
Email us: aznews@iniusa.org

”__ EVENTS
I The Surprise
Independent will
host a senior
expo 2 a.m.-noon Jan. 19,
2027 at The Colonnade,
19116 N. Colonnade Way,
Surprise. Individuals wishing to
participate may reach out to the

sales team.
Email: azad@iniusa.org

ents the Charles Dickens story of
Ebenezer Scrooge and the spirits
who visit him on Christmas Eve.
An ASl-interpreted performance is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 5.

WEB: theaterworks.org

WHOVILLE P) PARTY

ABOUT: 9 a.m.-noon Saturday,
Dec. 5, at Peoria Sports Complex,
16101 N. 83rd Ave., Peoria

INFO: A Mighty Change of Heart
hosts its third annual holiday gath-
ering featuring games, crafts, mu-
sic, children’s activities and gifts.
The event serves foster and adop-
tive families and requires advance
registration. Registration was listed
as sold out when last checked.

WEB: amchaz.org

* See To-Do Page 29
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ToDo
* From page 28

ABBA HOLLY JOLLY
CHRISTMAS

ABOUT: 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec.
7, at Arizona Broadway Theatre,
7701 W. Paradise Lane, Peoria

INFO: ABBA FAB performs holi-
day songs and ABBA hits accompa-
nied by a nine-piece band. The con-
cert runs about 90 minutes, with tick-
ets listed at $70.

WEB: azbroadway.org

‘THE NICE LIST’
ABOUT: Dec. 9-23, at Arizona
Broadway Theatre, 7701 W.

Paradise Lane, Peoria. Performance
times vary.

INFO: The family holiday musi-
cal follows two elves entrusted with

e r—————— o

Santa’s Nice List while he is away
from the North Pole.
WEB: azbroadway.org

‘JINGLE JACKS’

ABOUT: Dec. 10-24, at Arizona
Broadway Theatre, 7701 W.
Paradise Lane, Peoria. Performance
times vary.

INFO: Four Canadian lumber-

jacks present a holiday musical per-

formance featuring songs in styles

ranging from barbershop and clas-

sical to jazz, rock and hip-hop.
WEB: azbroadway.org

PEORIA UNIFIED BOARD
MEETING

ABOUT: 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
10, at Peoria Unified School District
Administration Center, 6330 W.
Thunderbird Road, Glendale

%:f@ J@“’i

A

M\N@

A Holiday Experience
AT THE PEORIA ‘:I'()lllb COMPLEX
DECENMBERBMMAHICEATIH
4PM-10PM
(Submitted/Peoria)

INFO: The Peoria Unified School Saturday, Dec. 11-12, at Peoria
District governing board will con- Sports Complex, 16101 N. 83rd
duct district business during its requ-  Ave., Peoria
larly scheduled meeting. The agen- INFO: The holiday festival feao-

da will identify matters for discus-
sion and possible action.
WEB: peoriaunified.org

CANDY CANE LANE
ABOUT: 4-10 p.m. Friday and

tures more than 150 shopping ven-
dors, food trucks, Santa photos, chil-
dren’s activities, snow and bubble
play, bounce houses and a toy drive.
Admission is $5, children 2 and
younger enter free, and parking is

¢ See List Page 30

>%merica’s Desert Christmas

Enjoy over one million lights! Race down our NEW
winter tubing hill. Get immersed in the Jolly Journey
Train ride. Explore the Candy Cane Maze, meet Santa
nightly and more - included with admission!

Admission starts at $24.95 ¢ Ages 2 & under free

November 20 -

December 27

CIoSED GCHRISTMAS DAY

14629 W Peoria Ave, Surprise, AZ 85355

Reserve your tickets at TheDesertLights.com

Use code: SANTA for $2 OFF admission Mon-Thur excluding the week of Christmas
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List

* From page 29

free. Some activities cost extra.
WEB: psiloveaz.com

PEORIA HOLIDAY

FESTIVAL

ABOUT: 59 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
12, at Centennial Plaza at Peoria
City Hall, 8401 W. Monroe St., Peoria

INFO: The city’s holiday festival
features seasonal entertainment,
Santa visits, food trucks, artisan ven-
dors and family activities.

WEB: peoriaaz.gov

PHOENIX BRASS
COLLECTIVE HOLIDAY

CONCERT

ABOUT: 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 16, at Peoria Center for the
Performing Arts, 10580 N. 83rd
Drive, Peoria

INFO: The Phoenix Brass
Collective presents a free holiday
concert featuring brass and percus-
sion musicians.

WEB: theaterworks.org

VISTANCIA FAMILY FUN

COMMUNITY MARKET

ABOUT: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 20, at the Village of Vistancia
parking lot, 29701 N. Sunrise Point,
Peoria

INFO: The monthly community
market features more than 90 ven-
dors offering farmers market prod-
ucts, food, arts and crafts, along
with children’s activities, food sam-
ples and prize drawings. Admission
and parking are free. The event is
open to the public and pet-friendly.

WEB: Facebook: Vistancia

Farmers Market & Craft Show

‘SLEIGH BELLS SWING’

ABOUT: 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec.
21, at Arizona Broadway Theatre,
7701 W. Paradise Lane, Peoria

INFO: The Big Easy Live performs
Christmas favorites in New Orleans-
style swing and big-band arrange-
ments. The concert runs approxi-
mately 90 minutes, with tickets listed
at $70.

WEB: azbroadway.org

ACROSS THE YEARS
RUNNING FESTIVAL

ABOUT: Beginning 9 a.m.
Monday, Dec. 28, and continuing
through Sunday, Jan. 3, at Peoria
Sports Complex, 16101 N. 83rd Ave.,
Peoria

INFO: Aravaipa Running hosts an
endurance-running festival featuring
timed races of six hours to six days
and fixed-distance events rang-
ing from a marathon to 200 miles.
Runners complete laps on a 1.42-
mile course. A Last Person Standing
race begins at noon Thursday, Dec.
31.

WEB: aravaiparunning.com

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT ABT

ABOUT: 7-10:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 31, at Arizona Broadway
Theatre, 7701 W. Paradise Lane,
Peoria.

INFO: The theater’s New Year's
Eve celebration features New York-
inspired food, desserts, live music,
dancing, a champagne toast and
party favors. Tickets are $125 plus
fees.

WEB: azbroadway.org

Holiday Festival of

Arts at the Wigwam
November 20-22

Sip, savor, and

celebrate!
Step into Arizona’s most
unforgettable festival
experiences, brought to
you by Vermilion Promotions.
Whether you’re an art lover,
wine connoisseur, music
enthusiast, or a culinary explorer,
Vermillion curates an immersive
celebration where creativity, flavor,
and community come together in
perfect harmony.\Free admission.

§
RMILLION

vermillionpromotions.com

623.734.6526

= ]
’\me.t.u‘mi:
“Place Where Vemonarions
Butterflies Land”

Kim Seyesnem Obrzut
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FEATURING

PRESENTS

e

Carved;.,,,

2 Million
poundsof Jce

Phoenix, discover ice! featuring EIf™, a beloved
Christmas attraction filled with hand-carved scenes,
icy slides, and unforgettable family moments.

So Much Nov. 18 - Jan. 3
Christmas JWDesertRidgeChristmas.com

ELF and all related characters and elements © & ™ New Line Productions, Inc.
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‘A Christmas Carol’ returns to TheaterWorks

TheaterWorks veteran BJ Garrett stars
as Ebeneezer Scrooge in this year’s
production of “A Christmas Carol.”
(TheaterWorks)

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

TheaterWorks invites audi-
ences to celebrate the holiday
season with the return of “A
Christmas Carol,” running Dec.
4-20, at the Peoria Center for the
Performing Arts, 10580 N. 83rd
Drive.

The production brings fam-
ilies and friends together for
a festive theatrical experience
filled with holiday magic, cher-
ished traditions and the endur-
ing spirit of Christmas.

Based on Charles Dickens’
beloved novella, “A Christmas
Carol,” the play follows Ebenezer
Scrooge, a bitter businessman
whose life is transformed on
Christmas Eve when he is vis-
ited by the ghost of his former
business partner, Jacob Marley,
and three spirits representing

Christmas Past, Present and Fu-
ture.

Directing this year’s produc-
tion is Cydney Trent, a longtime
member of the TheaterWorks
community with more than a de-
cade of experience directing and
choreographing on its stages.

Leading the cast this year as
Ebenezer Scrooge is BJ Garrett,
a familiar face to TheaterWorks
audiences and a veteran of six
previous TheaterWorks produc-
tions. Having portrayed Bob
Cratchit, Jacob Marley and Old
Joe, Garrett takes on the iconic
role of Scrooge for the first time,
marking a new chapter for the
holiday tradition.

Joining Garrett is an ensem-
ble of local performers, includ-
ing Nathan Spector as Bob
Cratchit, Bennett Allen Wood as

IFYOU GO
What: “A Christmas Carol”

Where: TheaterWorks at the
Peoria Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 10580 N. 83rd
Drive.

When: Dec. 4-20

Tickets: On sale now starting
at $38, and available at the-
aterworks.org or by calling
the TheaterWorks box office
at 623-815-7930 (option 0).
Box Office hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Charles Dickens and Ixy Utpadel
as the Ghost of Christmas Pres-
ent, alongside talented actors
from across the Valley.

Y

PEORIA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Peoria, AZ 85382
623-979-3601

8715 W. Union Hills Dr., Ste. 109

GROW YOUR

WITH THE PEORIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SUSIN]

EISIS

Join Today at PeoriaChamber.com

Stay Informed. Build Your Network. Connect with Your Community.
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PET OF THE MONTH:
WE LOVE OUR PETS |
JOIN THEFUN & ol "Wy =
SUBMIT YOUR PET TODAY R

Email Steve at sstockmar@iniusa.org or
use the QR Code to save a step.

Ofedn MEET THOR
n This 7-year-old Red Doberman, Thor, lives with

= hﬂ Renée and Joe Mendez of Peoria.

| |

[ i_:'h_

F

SALES SERVlCE & |NSTA|_LAT|0N ° REPAIR < THE WEST VALLEY'S LARGEST GARAGE DOOR SHOWROOM! m@ﬁ,

OPERATIONAL DOORS & OPENERS (O]\\ DISPLAY' |

? 7’ DC Chaln Drive WiFi | Startmg Installed.
| Garage Door Opener ¢ $2 049 Plus tax. $ Garage Door Tune- Up
NOW $ Plus Tax & | Includes removmg existing door |nSpeCtI0n Lubrlcatlon "é Foie
ONLY| 499 Installation : & reconneCting eXiSting Opener- Must present coupon. Valid only within Y nd ; =P ——

x.t = -
our designated service area. Please

Must present coupon. Can't combine with other advertised Must present coupon. Can’t combine with other advertised contact us to confirm eligibility. Prices M | no r AdJ uStm ents _*

offers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26. offers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26. subject to change after 11/30/26.
- /o

rITIE] e Lesaiied) In Sun ity For Over 26 Yearslk
R "ﬁ@w I\/IakeMyE) -
bt F9008INF99thAVEX=ESUN[Ei

@Eﬁ)m&o Monday:Friday/8am:5pm{e} Saturday apptionlyj
[Residentiall&lcommercial =] [1C # ROC 161375 HOA e COAYs] PORA

I -
Garage Door
resent coupon. Can‘t combine with other advertised
ffers. Prices subject to change after 11/30/26. 3


http://www.MakeMyDoor.com
mailto:sstockmar@iniusa.org
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CROSSWORD BY METRO CREATIVE SERVICES

MRSHINE ¥

16. Ladyfish genus
19. We all take them

64. A major division of
geological time

2 3 5 6 7 8 CLUES ACROSS 57. Catch doing something compound
1. Tire pressure metric wrong 22. Swiss river
12 4. Request 59. Prehistoric people 27. Former French coin
7. Clairvoyance 60. Large African antelope 28. Electronic
16 10. 007’s creator Fleming 61. Automobile countermeasures
1. Male adult 62. “Losing My Religion” 29. Taxi
19 21 12. Norse mythological figure rockers 31. Helps little firms
13. Coffin cloths 63. High-resolution scientific  32. Unhappy
23 24 15. Breeze through instrument 33. Midway between

northeast and east
37. Glowing

21. Nobleman'’s jurisdiction 65. Attempt 38. Lists of items to be
23. Members of U.S. Navy discussed
24. Rummy-like card game CLUES DOWN 39. An informal body of

25. Unable to move

26. Type of horse

27. Parted

30. Woman'’s cloak

34. South American plant
35. Prohibit

36. Something one takes
41. Dish detergent

47. Makes upset

50. Discuss again

54. Medical instrument

55. Support

56. Informal term for money

11/

[AIR CONDITIONING HEATING ()

1. Indoor plant

2. Fit to be sold

3. Rather

4. Collected

5. A baglike structure ina
plant or animal

6. Irish rap group

7. Ageless

14. They __

17. Cooking tool

18. Separately managed
account

20. Iron-containing

friends
40. Indispensable quality
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. A place to dock
44. Festive singer
47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
48. Northernmost point of

54 55 manufacturer 8. Lists indicating curriculum mainland Wales
45. Romanian river 9. Pokes at 49. Most worthless parts
56 57 |58 59 46. Personification of pity 13. Public television station 51. Type of “bear

52. Take or consume

53. Defunct European
organization

58. Swiss river

SOLUTION ON PAGE 37

-

\YOUDESERVE_

/" FREE Estimates Valleywide,
623-322-0933 | coolzoneair:com

4 Simple AC Tips
o Tackle the dust
» (Clean your air vents
o Swap out air filters
o Get a quick HVAC tune-up

SHINE VOTED BEST

AT 78

$15 Off

I Download the Mr. Shine 1
B Appinthe App Storeor B
Ultimate Shine + Express ! Google Play for a FREE B

! Interior Cleaning Wash Package ' ! Ultimate Shine Wash and &
[ | Reg. $35 [ | exclusive offerings! )
aE = E E E E E B B =E = =E =H B am = E E E = =E =

Locally family owned and operated

Donate 3 or more canned or dry foods to Cool Zone
and receive a 10% DISCOUNT off any service

(vestrictions apply)

TUNE-UP
SPECIAL
Limited time offer. Certain restrictions apply.
Call for details.

%FINANCING
fﬁgo&_moumé

25500 N. Lake Pleasant Pkwy, Peoria

With approved redit. Limited time offer. J

Certain restrict‘lbn_s apply. Call for details.

623-755-2215 | MrShineAZ.com

Follow Us! @MrShineAZ © f ¥
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Here’s How It Works:

Level: Advaneed

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

eI AL Bk
1E1IE eI Bk
1AL Bl IR
GlE|L]|8|c|8]i|&]|Y
AR EIIA I E L
A B EIIE
LA Bk ERELE
A1 MEIE B
kAR BAAEL kAR

‘HIMSNY

Family Owned & Operated

| p gy

Garage Door & Flepalr-

Bonded & Insured - Lic#300097

602-867-7111

www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

SAME DAY
SERVICE

I $4oo OFFl I QUIET DOOR SEE%IAL i

|NSU|.ATED GARAGE DOORS | : Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearlngs

With this c pon Not valid with other offer: prior With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior
ses. Expires 12-31-26. purchases. Expires 12-31-26.

SPRING REPAIR

HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH LONGER LIFE

Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and opener PLUS an assessment of your system.


http://www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com
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BUSINESS DIREGCTORY & CLASSIFIED ADS

VISIT US: INIUSA.ORG/CLASSIFIEDS | EMAIL US: AZADSQINIUSA.ORG | OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM-4PM

EMAILS:

azads@iniusa.org
legals@iniusa.org

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL US AT

888-665-3848
Employment Automobiles Beauty Salons

NOTICE
Independent
Newspapers

will not knowingly
accept any
advertisement that is
illegal or considered
fraudulent. In all cases
of questionable value,
such as promises of
guaranteed income from

work-at-home programs -

if it sounds too good to
be true, chances are
thatitis.
If you have questions or
doubts about any ad on
these pages, we advise
that before responding
or sending money ahead
of time, you check with
the Better Business
Bureau at 871-291.6222
for previous complaints.

Now Hiring Part-time
Sales Reps
Are you looking for a
flexible way to earn
extra income while
building business
relationships in your
community? If so, join
Independent Newsmedia
in Sun City as a
classified and
subscription sales
representative. We're
looking for proactive
team members who
enjoy the challenge of
finding and developing
their own leads, meeting
customers. Proficiency
in Microsoft Outlook and
Word is required.
Email your resume to:
Charlene Bisson at
Cbisson@iniusa.org.

Golf Cars Golf Cars

$CASHS
$CASH$
$$ CASH $$

For Your
Old Goif Cart
Running
or Not

602-576:5937

Buying Running &
Non Running
Golf Carts.

We Pick Up
& PAY CASH!

602-348-8967

AUTOMOTIVE, GARAGE SALES BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES EMPLOYMENT ADS
& MERCHANDISE RATES STARTING AT $45 STARTING AT 60
szo PER MARKET - 30 WORDS for one column by three-inch for one column by three-inch
Your ad appears in the newspaper advertisement advertisement

of choice plus online
$5 for color and each additional photo

25¢ extra per additional word

WANTED  older cars
1940's 50's 60's 70's
80’s. Running or not.
Can tow non running car.
Please Call or Text me
what you have
480-3758959 or email
oldcar@usa.com

Consumer Cellular:

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

DOMECO
ELECTRIC

Reliable Electrical
Services
..No Job To Smalll

Home and Business
Fair Prices
On Time Service
Ceiling Fans
Outlets
Dimmer Switches
AND MORE!
Aluminum Wire
Specialist

480-518-4260
AZ ROC: 354854

Licensed-Bonded-Insured
+

rating

Tired of shavi
or waxin

unwanted hair?
Electrolysis is the only FDA
approved method for perma

hair removal. The solution for an}h\
color hair on any color skin. ™

ent

-

.

Call for a complimentary
Consultation (602) 616-4830

Hair We Go Electrolysis

8360 W. Thunderbird Road, Suite 105 Peoria, AZ 85381

Inside Salon Blissful Med Spa
hairwegoaz@gmail.com | hai

rwegoaz.com [Ei(T]

Switch & Save Today.

877-398-0956

Our Specialty:

*Cool Deck
*Simulated Flag-Stone
*Garage Floor Epoxies

&

*fixing Old Coatings

Over 40 Years
Experience

Call Now You’ II Be
GLAD You Did!

602-432-8070

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
4-weeks minimum

«,\
House

Cleaning

+ References +
Supplies Furnished
Detailed/Guaranteed
FREE BID

kkkkkk T
20+ Years Experience
Sun City, SCW & Peoria

Call DEBBIE
(623)205-792

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK

Buy. Sell. Hire

888-665-3848

Computer/Supplies

For  Sale:  Epson
Wireless ~ WorkForce
Pro Printer WF-C5210-
Excellent  Condition-
Feature Auto 2-sided
printer
Price-$50-Contact
Monica @

623-512-2936

$15 per inch after
(maximum size 8.55 inches)
Logo and photos included
No minimum commitment requirement

Clean Windows

Robert Taylor's

u L}
Window Cleaning
Commercial & Residential
Quality and Affordability Guaranteed

Based out of Peoria, Arizona
25 years experience - | do the work myself

Free Estimates/Quotes

623-209-4379

robert.w.taylor3339@gmail.com

e

Excellent

Window
Cle%rzlng

SUNSCREENS

10% Off Sun Screens!
Interior/Exterior
Local/Reliable

Steve
623-341-8197

d Likeuson

facebook

Dan's Mobile
Clock Repair
& Service

We Do House Calls
& Move Jobs

* Grandfather

* Mechanical

o Wall

* Mantle

* Cuckoo Clocks
And More!

602-500-8187

Call Dan to

Schedule Your
Appt Today!



mailto:AZADS@INIUSA.ORG
mailto:hairwegoaz@gmail.com
http://www.theacsi.org
mailto:azads@iniusa.org
mailto:legals@iniusa.org
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Garage Doors

=
|
|

I With this r
L — —

All Aspects of Home
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchen & Bath
Remodels
¢ LVP & Laminate
Flooring Installation
¢ Plumbing & Electrical
e Custom Crown Molding
& Baseboards
« Entertainment/
Media Centers

Cell phone users please include
the area code when dialing

623-466-3683

ROC 221600  Licensed/Bonded

60

 VisA @

FALL SPECIAL

*400 OFF

— aflr
gl

With this couj

Bonded & Insured - Lic#300097

2-867-7111

www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com

sncovee] (] VEIESE
= e @ @)

%140
'l' QUIET DOOR SPECIAL !
| INSULATED GARAGE DOORS | | | Premium Set of Nylon Rollers w/Ball Bearings |

APEX GARAGE DOOR * 602-362-0561 10
offers or prior

APEX GARAGE DOOR ¢ 602-362-0561
r offers or pri

BRH HOME
IMPROVEMENTS LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME REPAIRS
NO JOB TOO SMALL
BRITT HARMS « OWNER/OPERATOR

602-741-5166
DRYWALL REPAIR, PRE
HUNG DOORS, CLOSET
SHELVING, GARBAGE

DISPOSALS,

LIGHTING, CEILING
FANS AND MANY
OTHER HOME
IMPROVEMENT NEEDS
CALL OR TEXT
602-741-5166

Classifieds WORK
Toateertise ¢l 888-655-3643

SAME DAY
SERVICE

SPRING REPAIR

| HIGH CYCLE SPRINGS WITH |

| LONGER LIFE |
Safety inspection, lube and tune both the door and
opener PLUS an assessment of your system,

A g
g I

er or prior

Handyman
NUN
P

1199

PECIALISTS

The Premier Handea“

REG-$4999 NOW

CHOCOLATE
CHIP COOKIES

Hale Select Deluxe Gift Box | #483x

855-680-8709 use code H7YG41
HaleGroves.com/H7YG41

LICENSED CONTRACTOR

DYN l I AlC
DOOR SERVICE

Sales - Service - Installation

GARAGE DOOR
REPAIR

Cave Creek
Chamber Member

Residential Repair Specialist
Broken Springs & Cables
Panels & Rollers Replaced
New Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
New Construction
Automatic Gate Motors

480-451-1931

Senior/Military Discounts
Locally Owned & Operated

SAVE 5%
WITH THIS AD

ROC 222636
Hearing Care

||i|I Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

Call 844-915-3543

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

\J GROVES

IC:H7YG41

o]

INTEGRITY GARAGE DOORS LLC

ROC 359454

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
Commercial/Residential
Installations & Repairs
Serving the Valley

Since 1999
FREE
Estimates

623-780-2687

RAIN GUTTER
EXPRESS

Quality Products & Service

= Seamless 5" & 6"
Gutter Installation

= Custom Fabrication

= Cleaning, Restoring
& Repair

[EREE
ESTIILESE

www.RainGutterExpress.com

602-300-7472

LICENSED

BONDED - INSURED
ROC#347844

Gutters

THE GUTTER GUY LLC

5" & 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS &
LEAF FILTER SYSTEMS
/, & office: 602-675-0949
““N Doug: 480-363-3464 &
Cindy: 623-329-8980
2 FREE ESTIMATES &

& Licensed, Insured, Accredited

4

VISA

Landscaping
!_’. -.Ir E*

FIRST @FPUION
LANDSCGARPE
DESIGN/INSTALL
MAINTENANCE
IRRIGATION
Turf - Pavers - Tree Service
Weeds - Cleanups - Lighting
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

623268763112

B

C ™A

'“ " Hap@y *
‘ Thanksgiving

The(INDEPENDENT: Staff oifeamma

NATURE'S BEST
LANDSCAPE INC.
40 Years Experience
For all your
Landscape needs.
Lic # K21-153033
1596 OFF
with ad
Jeff-
602.377.3755

natureshestiandscape
services.com

VT HBALENS
& Celebrasing QugCommuniyl

>


http://www.apexgaragedoorandrepair.com
http://www.RainGutterExpress.com
mailto:Contact@AZHomeRepairSpecialists.com
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AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHgp

OMAHA STEAKSE_‘

Moving/Hauling

Plumbing Plumbing

[602]1;01 -0886

v/ Operated by,
Local Firefighters

Al's IN or OUT
MOVING
And Junk Removal
Starting @ $50
Call
623-221-7454

Referrals Available

v PackingService Local Mover

JIMMY'S DOBASH DON JONES
PAINTING Plumbing INC. PLIIIIIBIIIG
Interior & Exterior Serving the Valley for over 25 years! INSGALLALION * REPAIR
I;I(it:grgeggg g}::::oPher Dobash Replacement of
* Sewers * Toilets
30+ Years Quality Plumbing with Quality Senvice * Faucets
Exp_edrlelz_ceI * Water Heaters
esidentia WATER: SEWER: GAS * Garbage Disposals
FREE Repair, Remodel, Residential, Commercial, New Construction 623 670-8060
Estimates (623) 878-1102 * dobashplumbing@icoud.com E== | icensed
Licensed * Bonded © Insured © Lic# (37R122566 137 122567 | N Bonded
— Insured *BBB
(623)206'1 396 ;ﬂ Roc# 272507

Available

v Free In-home
Estimates

v Full Service Moving

v Serving the Valley
for Over 30 Years

firefightermoversaz.com

Butcher’s Deluxe Package

2 Bacon-Wrapped Filet Mignons (5 0z.)

2 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloin Filets (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Classic Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

82792CKZ PACKAGE PRICE $89

o

ou have
Doy ebsl‘e,
Advertise it 3

GET 8 FREE SMASH BURGERS on $89-+ orders

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe4087 | 1.855.758.1301
Ask for 8 FREE burgers on $89+ orders with offer 82792CKZ

See site for details. Expires 12/31

Miscellaneous

ISCONSIN _
CH.EESEMAN L.

- lore Wisconsin ﬂavm

65-3!
s‘\sm%:mgl advertise

Company Operating for 30 Years

Flliman&Labis-

FREE

SHIPPING

King Comice Pears

12 PEARS - #PEIX

$37.99

9 PEARS - #PR9X N

CALL1-388- 254 0535 PITTMAN DAVIS. COM/ P7YF35
Mention Code P7YF35 for your savings on items #PE1X or #PR9X.

*Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 7 per customer.

3
"27%"

TOTAL cost

IC: P7YF35

Remodeling

DINO’S
PAINTING
LLC

TOP QUALITY
Int & Ext Painting iy Licoused)

623-221-7911

-
ALBRECHT AND SON LIC

[}
\ 4
Check us out at:
iniusa.org/classifieds

We Beat

Contractor’s Price!

Licensed / Bonded
Insured / #234028

Builders

AZ ROC Licenses
275722 & 361072

YOUR FULL-SERVICE REMODELING SPECIALISTS

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING DOORS WINDOWS &
e @ TRIM BASEBOARDS

CERE]

BENNETT O oo @omuosme DESIGN,
TREE SERVICE B ooy cen 4 AL mTERIOR REMODELING B UILD’
Professional Gy BATHADOM REMODEL N pwmess
Arborist Tree B e oo £ aceomica REMOD EL
Care FE counTerTop ouARTZ & GRANITE | = AN MUCH MORE
*Trimming . TRUE WORRY-FREE REMODEL! s
*Removals
o5, | | 623-933-4312
{3 g our TToMme!
Fuly Insred
FREE Estimates r
SENIOR 3
Discourts i ‘
623—204—1225 11126 W. Wisconsin Av

eSwlss Colmg

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1926

= o £ i
24-HOUR ORDERING: Call 866-635-5895


mailto:878-1102%E2%80%A2dobashplumbing@icloud.com
mailto:dino@dinospainting.com
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G&G Design & Constructlon Inc.

# ";z;'.f
oy i

se—— fgmt !
* New Homes 4

* Home Additions

* Kitchens & Baths

623-955-9141

www.ggdesignconstruction.com

LUXE ROOFING

TILE UNDERLAYMENT SHINGLES REPAIRS

| $100 OFF |

REPAIRS

| $500 OFF |

Consultations L _A NEW ROOF

icensed
Insure d - RDC#365207

Where Quality Matters! 4,9 Years Roofing in Arizona
20 Years AZ Licensed Contractor

Residential & Commercial
New Roofs | Re-roofs | Repairs
nsed, Bonded ns A+ Family Owned z.md Operated

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. FREE Estimates
Call us today! 623-873-1626 e phillipsroofing.org

ROOFING /LLC
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Senior & Military
Discounts

YOR

ROOFING & PAINTING LLC

Specializing in Repairs & Replacements
Roof Repairs « Roof Replacements « Flat Roofs Coatings - Tile - Shingles Foam Roofing - Mobile Home & Patio Roofs
5 Turbine Repairs - House Painting - Water Proofing « Roof Tiles - Roof Shingles /\

o

John York - Owner/Operator e === VR

602-705-5209

AVA
PRIORITY
ROOFING

We Make YOUR Priorities OURS
» Residential - Commercial
e Roof Replacement & Repair
e Shingle, Tile, Foam, Coating, Flat &
TPO Roofing
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

Locations in Glendale and Sun City West

602-761-6591

ROC #324307

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

ROC #188602 #327991, #327992, #327993

ABCO Shreddm Services

..more than Just paper shredding

« Witness the shredding
9am-2:00pm M-F or drop
off 9am-2:30pm

« A Certificate of
Destruction is included
on the receipt.

« Pickup Service Available

602-374-4408
www.abcoshredding.com
2640 E Rose Garden Lane
Suite 4, Phoenix, AZ 85050

Cgm%e@azéa

IOR EXP() THE PREMIER SENIOR

HEALTH & LIFESTYLE EXPOS

- Paper
« All shredded paper
is recycled
« Hard Drives
in/out of Laptop/Computer

« iPads, Tablets,
Cell Phones, Etc.

ﬁ*co
Shredding

Senvi

&/

when you transform
your patio into an
outdoor oasis.

(\

INDEPENDENT NEWSMEDIA

Surprise - January 19, 2027 - The Colonnade

Chandler - February 23, 2027 - Sun Lakes Country Club

Sun City West - April 13,2027 - SCW Foundation Center

INTERESTED IN A SPONSORSHIP? EMAIL AZADS@INIUSA.ORG OR CALL 888-665-3848



http://www.ggdesignconstruction.com
http://www.abcoshredding.com
mailto:AZADS@INIUSA.ORG
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we are thankful for all of the , :
| » New Construction, Repairs,

customers who have trusted in us for Recovers, Maintenance

the last 44 years. » Installation of Gutters

FWVWW{WT& 99“,,51 [ » Shingles, Tile, Built Up, Single Ply,

Foam & Coatings, Metal, Shake

'''''''''''

estasLisnen v We're Here To Answer Your -
1982 Questions. Give Us A Call! J B S ROO FI N G

623.247.9252 JIM BROWN & SONS ROOGFING



http://www.JBSroofingAZ.com



